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PREFACOK. 


—_—_—. 


By an act approved June 23, 1874, Congress made an appropriation 
‘‘to enable the Secretary of War to begin the publication of the Official 
Records of the War of the Rebellion, both of the Union and Conted- 
erate Armies,” and directed him “to have copied for the Public Printer 
all reports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not heretofore copied 
or printed, and properly arranged in chronological order.” 

Appropriations for continuing such preparation have been made from 
time to time, and the act approved June 16, 1880, has provided “for 
the printing and binding, under direction of the Secretary of War, of 
10,000 copies of a compilation of the Official Records (Union and Con- 
federate) of the War of the Rebellion, so far as the same may be ready 
for publication, during the fiscal year”; and that “of said number, 
7,000 copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, 2,000 
copies for the use of the Senate, and 1,000 copies for the use of the 
Executive Departments.” * 

This compilation will be the first general publication of the military 
records of the war, and will embrace all official documents that can be 
obtained by the compiler, and that appear to be of any historical value. 





*Volume I to V distributed under act approved June 16, 1880. The act approved 
August 7, 1882, provides that— 
“The volumes of the official records of the war of the rebellion shall be distributed 
as follows: One thousand copies to the executive departments, as now provided by 
law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War among officers of 
the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three hundred copies shall 
be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organizations, and individuals as 
may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and Delegates of the Forty- 
seventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-six, and each 
Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one of such addresses, and the 
volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are published, until the pub- 
lication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Delegates shall inform the 
Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those heretofore published they 
have forwarded to such addresses. The remaining copies of the eleven thousand to 
be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be distributed as provided 
herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost of publication with ten per 
cent. added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury. 
If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address the Secretary of 
War shall inform the Senators, Representatives or Delegates, who have designated 
the same, who thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or individuals. 
The Secretary of War shall report to the first session of the Forty-eighth Congress 
what volumes of the series heretofore published have not been furnished to such 
libraries, organizations, and individuals. He shall also inform distributees at whose 


instance the volumes are sent.” 
III 


IV PREFACE, 


The publication will present the records in the following order of 
arrangement: 

The 1st Series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Con- 
federate, of the first seizures of United States property in the Southern 
States, and of all military operations in the field, with the correspond- 
ence, orders, and returns relating specially thereto, and, as proposed, 
is to be accompanied by an Atlas. 

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns 
and several theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the 
events), and the Union reports of any event will, as a rule, be imme- 
diately followed by the Confederate accounts. The correspondence, &e., 
not embraced in the “reports” proper will follow (first Union and next 
Confederate) in chronological order. 

The 2d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns, Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so 
far as the military authorities were concerned) to State or political 
prisoners. 

The 8d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence with 
the Confederate officials) not relating specially to the subjects of the 
Jirst and second series. It will set forth the annual and Special reports 
of the Secretary of War, of the General-in-Chief, and of the chiefs of 
the several staff corps and departments; the calls for troops, and the 
correspondence between the National and the several State authorities. 

The 4th Series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the 
Union officials, as of the third series, but excluding the correspondence 
between the Union and confederate authorities given in that series. 

ROBERT N. SCOTT, 
Major, Third Art., and But. Lieut. Col. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, August 23, 1880. 


Approved : 
ALEX. RAMSEY, 
Secretary of War. 
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116. 
135. 


155. 
168. 
215. 


219. 


ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 
TEXT. 


Summary, for Dec. 25, 7867, read Dec. 28, 7867. 

Tenth and eleventh lines, bottom, for G. 21. Huwala’s read Huey’s. 
Fifteenth line, bottom, for Pruitt [ Trewhitt?] read Truttt. 

Twenty-sixth line, bottom, for Holliday’s read Holladay’ s. 

Eighteenth and nineteenth lines, top, for Skawhaus’ and Camcron’s 
read Shawhans’ and Camron’s. 

Twenty-fourth line, top, for 7rwett’s [?] read 7rutit’s. 

Thomas’ report, fourteenth and twenty-third lines, for Roberts post read 
Robertsport. | 

Thirteenth line, bottom, for Columbus read Columobtia. 

Polk’s report, third and fourth lines, bottom, for Deshler’s Arkansas 
battery (Chalmers? regiment) read Desha’s Arkansas battalion, 
Chalmers’ regiment. 

Nineteenth line, top, for Vrezw’s read Crews’. 

Third Brigade, Second Division, for 74th /owa read rath Iowa. 

Erase foot-note and insert For Brig. Gen. C. Fr. Smith’s report, see 
Series I, Vol. 52, Part 1, p. 7. 

Report No. 24, caption, for Seventeenth read Seventh. 


233, 236. Insert [7th Texas ?] after First Regiment Texas Infantry, wherever 


251. 


313. 


314. 
A416. 
422. 
433. 
437. 
483. 
519. 
529. 
959. 
587. 
644. 
737: 


749. 
750. 


751. 


759. 
780. 


S16. 
824. 
832. 


835. 


it occurs. 

Shackelford’s report, third and fourth lines, for 7344 instant read 15th 
tnstant. 

Pillow to Randolph, sixth line, insert + after zvs¢ant and add foot-note, 
+ See Pillow to Randolph, p. 314, the date of which should be Septem- 
ber 11, 1862, instead of September 18, 1862. 

Pillow to Randolph, date line, for September 18 read September 11. 

Sixth line, bottom, for Pagett’s read Padgett’s. 

Twentieth line, top, for Hammond read Hamburg. 

Morgan’s report, third line, for 7vabine’s read Trabue’s. 

Polk’s report, first line, for Columbus read Column. 

Foot-note, for Movember 7 read December 7. 

Last line, insert [J/cNairy’s battalion ?] after A[cRea’s regiment. 

Buell to Halleck, eighth line from end, for resisting read uniting. 

Thomas to Buell, third line, for our read one. 

Last line, for preparative read preparation. 

Second line, top, for blankets read blanks. 

Add note to Abstract from report of the First Division, Central Army of 
Kentucky, as follows: Shoup’s artillery battalion consisted of Swett’s 
Mississippi and Hubbarad’s and Trigg’s Arkansas batteries. 

Erase foot-note ot found and insert See Series I, Vol. 52, Part 2, p. 229. 
Insert after Freeman, tenth line, bottom, second juntor lieutenant, 
[C.] Freeman. Last line, for D. C. Gormus read D. C. Ghormley. 

First line, top, for /. Eldridge read S. W. Eldredge. 

Buckner to Hardee, second line, extract, for ‘hough read through. 

Crittenden to Cooper, sixth line, for Gormus’ read Gormian’s. 

First line, top, for Cardell’s read Caudill’s. 

Zollicoffer’s weekly return, for S. A. Battle read J. A. Pattle; tor 
T. C. Sanders’ read Q. C. Sanders’. | 

Weekly report, Central Army of Kentucky, for Lewis’ brigade read 
Davis’ brigade. 

Signature, for /. 7. Head read J. W. Head. 








ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 3 


Hindman’s Brigade, for 7st Arkansas read 3d Confederate, Colonel Mar- 
Not Brigaded, for st Mississippi Cavalry read Wirt 
Insert * after Arkansas battalion artillery and add 


Floyd to Johnston, date line, for A/urfreesborough read Nashville. 
Hindman’s Brigade, for Bennett's cavalry read W. D. Barnetl’s cavalry. 


Cleburne’s Brigade, for ss¢ Arkansas read rst [15th] Arkansas. 
Insert * after Shoup’s artillery battalion and add foot-note, * Hué- 


Bowen’s Brigade, for Merrick’s battery 


Under J/ississippi Troops, insert after Artillery—BLattertes - the follow- 


Page 852. 

maduke. 

Adams’ Cavalry. 

foot-note, * Hubbara’s and Trigg’s batteries. 
Page 855. Erase foot-note and insert Omztled. 
Page 894. 
Page 904. 

bara’s and Trigg’s batteries. 

read Hudson’s battery. 
Page 905. Breckinridge’s Brigade, erase Ve/son’s cavalry. 
Page 935. Nineteenth line, bottom, for Clazborne read Cleburne. 
Page 984. Erase foot-note * Company B, Fourth Infantry. 
Page 993. 


ing, Zssaguena* (Graves), 329-333; 336, 3-40, 341, 343-345 348s 349; 
367-369, 779, and add foot-note, *Company BL, Fourth Kentucky 


Infantry, attached, 


INDEX. 


Insert all words and figures in 7fa/ics and strike out all in [brackets]. 


An asterisk (*) following a 


correction indicates that ‘‘Additions and Corrections”’ to the text should be consulted. 


Abernathy, /. Z. [C. C. [?]]. 
Alabama Troops. 
Infantry—Battalions: 
[Garvin’s, 137, 148-150, 358, 359, 364.] 
Infantry—Regiments: 


26th (Garvin's Battalion ), 137, 148-150, 358, 364: 
| Claiborne, Thomas. 


Allen, Thomas [J.] W. 
Anderson, General, Steamer, 289, 290, 302, 415. 
Anderson, W7llram J. [W.J.P]]- 
Arkansas Troops. 
Artillery—Batteries: * 
[Deshler’s, 135.]* 
Hubbard's, 737,* 852,* 904.* 
[Merrick’s, 904. ]* 
Trige2’s, 737,* 852,* 904.* 
Cavalry—Battalions: 
Barnett s, 9o4.* 
Infantry—Battalions: 
7th ( Desha), 135.* 
gth, 852. 
Infantry—Regiments: 
[1st, 852, 904, 935, 936. ] 
gth, [852]. 
15th (Gee), [852]. 
15th (Patton), 852, 904, 935, 936. 
Bailey, Z. Z. [Lieutenant]. 
Barbee [Barbe], J. H. 
Baxter, EK. D. ; 
Beckham {Beckam], Robert L,. 
Blakemore [Blackmore], N. M. 
Blakemore [Blackmore], William T. 
Bolen, James N. [Captain]. 
’ Breckinridge [Breckenridge], Robert J. 
Bryan, IV. C. (Brian, Lieutenant]. 
Byrn, S. M. [Burns, Lieutenant]. 
Campbell, 4. HW”. [C. C. [?]]. 
Campbell, James [Judge]. 





Casey, William /*. [T.]. 

Cecil, William [Judge]. 

Chambliss, Nathaniel R. [Captain]. 
Chouteanu [Chauteau], Henry, Steamboat. 
Chrisman, /. ™M. [J. S.]. 

Christy [Christie], Isaac 7. 


Mentioned, 877 (Claiborne, ‘Mhomas, jr., 877]. 
Cleburne, P. R., 935.* 
Ciiffe [Cliff], D. B. 
Clift, William [ is 
Coffey [Coffee], William A. 
Compton, Henry M. [Surgeon]. 
Confederate Troops. 
Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments: 
3d, 852.* 
5th, 854. 
Cook, Kdmund [Edward] C. 
Cooke [Cook], Patrick H/. 
Couper, James [I.] M. 
Courts of Inquiry. 
Logan’s Cross-Roads, Ky. 
19, 1862, 877. 
Crenshaw, Littleberry P. [Mr.]. 
Cross, Osborn [Osborne]. 
Crutcher, John [Lieutenant]. 
Cunningham, George A.|Major]. 
D. A. January, Steamboat, 677. 
Davis, Reuben. 
Mentioned, 872 [Lewis, I,. M. [?], 832] -* 
Dawson, John HH”. [J.]. 
Dowell, IV. 7. [Mr.]. 
Eggleston, Peroth [Berotte] B. 
Ell’s, Captain, 428; Fllis, Powhatan, jr., [428]. 
Elston [Elstin], Isaac C., 7%. 
Emmet, John W7. [Dr.]. 





Engagementat, Jan. 


4 ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 


Estill, Thomas L. [Estell, Captain]. 


Falconnet, Eugene L.{[Falconet, Lieutenant]. 


Flournoy, V. A. [Lieutenant]. 
Forsberg, dugustus [August]. 
Fowler, LZ. A. [Captain]. 

Freeman, C., 750.* 

Freeman, S. L. [(?)]. 

French, Napoleon B.[D. A.]. 

Fugue [Frequa], John G. 

Galleher [Gallaher], J. N. 

Gantt, George, 786 [380]. 

Garber, M.C. [G.]. 

Garner, George G. [C.]. 

Gee, James J. [J.]. 

Georgia Troops. 
[Artillery—Battalions: Johnston’s, 712.] 
Artillery, Light—Battertes: 

Cherokee ( Verser), 7172. 

Grbbes [Gibbs], O. T. 

Gould, .V. C. [Captain]. 

Graves, Rice E., 780 [Graves, Captain, 780]. 

Green, Henry D. [Captain]. 

Green, I¥tlliam AM. [Judge]. 

Hale, Jonathan D. (Hall, Captain]. 

Hampton, 7homas Ii”. [Lieutenant]. 

Haskins, Edward L. [Lieutenant]. 

Haun [Hann], A. C. 

Hawkins, Pierce B., 724. 

Hayden, /. A. [Charles]. 

Heffernan {Hefferman], Captain. 

Helveti, Francis .7. [W.]. 

Henry Chouteau, Steamboat, 677. 

Hewit [Hewitt], Heury S. 

Houston, /V7//iam [Captain]. 

Hubbard, David, jr. [Captain]. 

Hunt, Edward F.(W.M.]. 

Iowa Troops. 
Infantry—Regiments: 

12th, 768.* 
January, J. A., Steamboat. 
Jeffress [Jeffries], W.C. 

Jenkins, A. G., 435. 

Jennings, 2. 1. [Major]. 

Johnson, Lewis. 

Mentioned, 92 [Johnssen, Tewis, 92]. 
Johnson, Ji’. A. [Private]. 
Johnston, I,. #. [V.]. 

Kelley [Kelly], D. C. 

Kentucky. 


Operationsin Southeastern. Communications 


from 
Breckinridge [Breckenridge], Robert J. 
Kentucky Troops (C.). 
Artillery—Batteries: 
[Byrne’s, 904. ] 


[Graves’,* 329-333, 336, 340, 341, 343-345, 348, 


349, 367-369, 779. ] 
(* Company B, Fourth Infantry. ] 

Green's, 277, 279, 332, 359, 359-361. 
Cavalry—Battalions: 

1st, 43, 45. 47, 815, 866, 873. 

[ist Mounted Rifles, 815, 816. ] 
Cavalry—Companies: 

Huey’s, 5.* 

Melton’s [Milton’s]. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 

ist, 746 [745]. 


Kentucky Troops (C.)—Continued. 
Infantry—Battaltons: 
White's, 868, 
Kitchen, Solomon G. [Saul]. 
Lawler, Michael X. [R.]. 
Lawson, Captain, 748, 749 [Shaw & Lawson, 748, 
749]. 
Louisiana Troops. 
Artillery —Batteries: 

Pointe Coupée (Stewart, R. A.), 854. 
Lyles, William D.([J. B. [?]]. 
McDaniel, /. /. [Lieutenant]. 
McHenry, James Ii”. [Captain]. 
McLaurin [McLawner], C. 


McNeill, 4. /. [Captain]. 


Massey, M. M. [Massie, Lieutenant]. 
Massie, J. }?”.[M.]. 
Maxwell, D. A.[Dr.]. 
Melton, J. F.[Milton, Captain]. 
Mississippi Troops. 
Artillery, L7ght—Batteries: 
Byrne's, 904. 
Issaquena (Graves), 993.* 
Pettus Flying Artillery (A/udson), 904.* 
Warren Light Artillery (Swett), 737.* 
Cavalry—Regiments: 
[1st, 852.]* 
Wirt Adams’, 852. * 
Moffett [Moffit], Hunter P. 
Morgan, John H. 
Mentioned, 860 [Morgan, Captain, 860]. 
Morgan County, Tenn. 
Skirmish in, Feb. 2, 1862. Reports of 
White, J. & [W.]. 
Morris, W. J. [[?]]. 
Moss [Morse], Allen. 
Nance, John HW’. [Lieutenant]. 
Nocquet, James [W.]. 
North Carolina Troops. 
Infantry—Regiments: 
29th [26th]. 
Owens, H77liam [Mr.]. 
Parker, Francis S., jr. 
Patterson, David T. [Judge]. 
Patterson, //ijah [J.] KE. 
Percy, W7/iam A. [Colonel]. 
Pickens, Samuel [Colonel]. 
Ramsey [Ramsay], J. C. 
Reynolds, A. K., 8o7 [Reynolds, W. W. [?], 8or]. 
Rice, James -. [Major]. 
Robb, Alfred [Lieutenant-Colonel]. 
Rogers, HH”, #. [Major]. 
Rossen [Rosson], HK. B. 
Rozell, B. L. [Colonel]. 
Sayers [Sayer], Edward B. 
Schuyler, C. NV. [Adjutant]. 
Schuyler, George /..[Mr.]}. 
Sesler, Jacob [Mr.]}. 
Shaw, Captain, 748,749 [Shaw & Lawson, 748, 
749]. 
Shawhan [Shawhaw], Private. 
Shirley, John T. (Shirly, Mr.]. 
Sims, 47. L. [Tieutenant]. 
Simson [Simpson], Thomas W. 
Slaymaker, Jonathan S. [Captain]. 
Smedley, Charles [Captain]. 
Smith, .4/bert [A.] J. 
[Mentioned, 930. ] 





ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 


Smith, Andrew J., 930. 
Smith, Cotesworth P. [Judge]. 
Spence, D. H. C. 
Stankiewtcz (Stankieuriz], P. K. 
Stocks, J. G. (Stock, Captain]. 
Taylor, Thomas H. [F.]. 
Tennessee Troops (C.). 
Artillery—Batteries: 
Baker's, 904. 
(Green's, 277, 279, 332, 356, 359-361. ] 
Cavalry—Battalions: 
st, 579.* 
[Crew's, 905.] 
Cavalry—Companies: 
Ghormley’s, 750. 
Gorman’s, [750]. 
[McRea’s, 519.]* 
Infantry—Battalions: 
Cres’, 155,* 905. 
{Henry’s, 868.] 
Infantry—Regiments: 
5th, [904]. 
33d, 808. 
35th, 904. 
39th (A very), 749- 


goth, See Confzderate Troops, sth Regt. [854]. 


[6oth, 337-] 
Texas Troops. 
Infantry—Regiments: 
fist, 233, 236.]* 
qth, 233,* 236,* 337. 


Thomas, George H. 
Correspondence with 
Breckinridge [Breckenridge], Robert J. 
Cliffe [Cliff], D. B. 
Thomas, James M. [Captain]. 
Trotter, W. M. [William]. 


Truitt, Alfred S., 5 [Trewhitt, Captain, 5] [Fruitt 


[Trewhitt (?)], Captain, 5].* 
Virginia Troops. 

Cavalry—Battalions: 

(34th, 43, 45, 47, 866, 873.] 

Cavalry—Regiments: 

[2d, 29.] 

8th, Jenkins’, 485. 
Voorhies, A. H. [M.]. 
Wallace, J. C. [lieutenant]. 
West Virginia Troops. 

Cavalry—Regiments: 

2d, 29. 
White, J. F. [W.]. 
Wilkin, Alexander, 9¢ [92]. 
Williams, Joseph [S. B.]. 
Williams, Lew7s P. [Colonel], 720. 
Williams, Rufus K. [Colonel], 6. 
Williamson, George. 

Mentioned, 729 [Williamson, Colonel, 729]. 
Wisdom, Thomas W. [Judge]. 
Wood, Sallie, Steamboat, 154, 155: 
Woodward, Thomas G. 

Wright, Joseph A. [Governor]. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


OPERATIONS IN KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE, NORTH 
ALABAMA, AND SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA. 


November 19, 1861-March 4, 1862. 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS.* 


Nov. 20, 1861.—Skirmish at Brownsville, Ky. 
21, 1861.—Ten thousand volunteers called out in Mississippi for the defense of 
Columbus, Ky., &c. 
Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, C. 8. Army, assigned to command of 
Forts Henry and Donelson, ‘:'enn. | 
24-Dec. 5, 1861.—Forrest’s Expedition to Caseyville, Eddyville, &c., Ky. 
Dec. 1, 1861.—Skirmish at Whippoorwill Creek, Ky. 
Gunboat demonstration on Fort Holt, Ky. 
1- 2, 1861.—Skirmishes near Camp Goggin, Ky. 
1-13, 1861.—Operations about Mill Springs and Somerset, Ky. 
4— 7, 1861.—Expedition to and destruction of Bacon Creek Bridge, Ky. 
5, 1861.—Maj. Gen. William J. Hardee, C. 8S. Army, assumes command of 
the Central Army of Kentucky. 
S- 8, 1861.—Scout in vicinity of Russellville, Ky. 
8, 1861.—Skirmish at Fishing Creek, near Somerset, Ky. 
12, 1861.—Skirmish at Gradyville, Ky. 
17, 1861.—Action at Rowlett’s Station (Woodsonville), Green River, Ky. 
18, 1861.—Reconnaissance from Somerset to Mill Springs, Ky. 
23, 1861-Jan. 30, 1862.—Garfield’s and Marshall’s operations in Eastern Ken- 
tucky. 
20, 1861.—Skirmish at Grider’s Ferry, Cumberland River, Ky. 
28, 1861.—Action at Sacramento, Ky. 
28-31, 1861.—Expedition to Camp Beauregard and Viola, Ky. 
Jan. 7, 1862.—Skirmish at Jennie’s Creek, Ky. 
8, 1862.—Skirmish at Fishing Creek, Ky. 
10, 1862.—Engagement at Middle Creek, near Prestonburg, Ky. 
10-21, 1862.—Expedition into Kentucky from Cairo, [. 
14, 1862.—Gunboat reconnaissance to Columbus, Ky. 
15-25, 1862.—Reconnaissance from Paducah, Ky., to Fort Henry, Tenn. 
19, 1862.—Engagement at Logan’s Cross-Roads, on Fishing Creek, near Mill 
Springs, Ky. 
17-22, 1862.—Gunboat demonstrations on Fort Henry, Tenn. 
24-00, 1852.—Expedition to the Little Sandy and Piketon, Ky. 





*Of some of the minor conflicts noted in this ‘‘Summary ” no circumstantial reports 
are on file, the only record of such events being references to {hem on muster rolls and 
returns. 
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Jan. 28-Feb. 2, 1862.—Operations near Greensburg and Lebanon, Ky. 
Feb. 2, 1262.—Skirmish in Morgan County, Tenn. 
4, 1862.—Gunboat reconnaissance to ort Henry, Tenn. 
6, 1862.—Capture of Fort Henry, Tenn. 
6-10, 1862.—Expedition to Florence, Ala. 
7, 1862.—Brig. Gen. Bushrod R. Johnson, C. S. Army, assumes command 
at Fort Donelson, Tenn. 
9, 1862.—Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. Army, assumes command at 
Fort Donelson, Tenn. 
12-16, 1862.—Siege of Fort Donelson, Tenn. 
13, 1862.—Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, C. 8. Army, assumes command at Fort 
Donelson, Tenn. 
Skirmish near Fort Heiman, Ky. 
14, 1862.—Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. 8. Army, assigned to command of the 
District of West Tennessee. 
Brig. Gen. William T. Sherman, U. 8S. Army, assigned to command 
of the District of Cairo. 
Skirmish near Cumberland Gap, Tenn. 
14-15, 1862.—Bowling Green, Ky., evacuated by the Confederates and occupied 
by the Union forces. 
15-22, 1862.—Expedition from Cairo, Ill, to Eastport, Miss. 
19, 1862.—Clarksville, Tenn., occupied by Union forces, 
23, 1862.—General A. Sidney Johnston, C.S. Army, assumes immediate com- 
mand of the Central Army. 
23-25, 1862.—Nashville, Tenn., evacuated by the Confederates and occupied by 
the Union forces. . 
25, 1862.—Maj. Gen. I. Kirby Smith, C. 8. Army, assigned to command in 
East Tennessee. 
26, 1862.—Scout to Nashville, Tenn. 
March 1, 1862.—Engagement at Pittsburg, Tenn. 
2- 3, 1862.—Columbus, Ky., evacuated by the Confederates and occupied by 
the Union forces. 
4, 1862.—Maj. Gen. Braxton Bragg, C. S. Army, announces his resumption 
of the command of Department of Alabama and West Florida.* 


NOVEMBER 20, 1861.—Skirmish at Brownsville, Ky, 
Report of Brig. Gen. T. C. Hindman, C. S. Army. 


Hpaqrs. 1st BRIG., 1ST DIv., CENTRAL ARMY KENTUCKY, 
Oakland, EKy., November 21, 1861. 

Str: As required by dispatch of last night from division headquar- 
ters, I submit a detailed report of my expedition to Brownsville on 
yesterday : | 

In a dispatch of recent date I informed you of the skirmish between 
a detachment of Major Phifer’s cavalry battalion, under Captain Chris- 
man, and a party ot Yankees, at Brownsville, and stated my wish to 
conduct an expedition in that direction. No official response reached 
me on the subject, and the intention was consequently abandoned. 
But on yesterday morning Lieutenant Colonel Marmaduke, First Arkan- 
sas Battalion, reported that Lieutenant Murphy, of bis command, with 
six men of Major Phifer’s battalion, who had been sent out two days 
previously by my order to procure spirits for hospital use, had not 


*It does not appear, however, that effect was ever given to his order resuming 
command. 
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returned and had probably been cut off by the enemy. Upvwn this infor- 
mation I determined to proceed at once to Brownsville, and break up 
the Yankee camp on the river bank opposite that place. Accordingly 
I left this post at 8 a. m. yesterday, taking with me Captains Chrisman 
and McNeill, and 50 men of Phifer’s battalion, and First Lieutenant 
Orlin, with one gun of Swett’s battery. The pickets upon the roads 
leading towards Brownsville were instructed to detain all citizens pass- 
ing until the return of the expedition, and the advance guard had orders 
to arrest all male citizens found on the road or in view of it. These 
precautions enabled me to get within half a mile of the town unob- 
served. There Captain McNeill was detached, with 25 men, to proceed 
to the right around the knob south of and overhanging the place, so as 
to cut off retreat up the river. With the remainder of the force, after 
delaying long enough to enable Captain McNeill to get equally near the 
town, I moved along the direct road, which passes between the knob 
just referred to and another on its left 300 yards distant. It was 
impossible to get in rear of this last-named knob so as to cut off retreat 
down the river without being seen from the town. I ascended the right- 
hand knob on foot and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General Newton the 
one on the left to reconnoiter. There was no enemy visible on the 
Brownsville side of the river, but on the opposite side I perceived a 
body cf cavalry, apparently about 50 strong, formed in a narrow road 
leading across the range of hills that runs parallel to the stream. One 
hundred yards farther down, near a small log cabin situated in a field, 
there was a squad of 14 to 15 men on foot, with horses hitched around. 
Still farther down on the Litchfield road, partly concealed in the timber, 
there was a mounted party of about 50. It was evident that they had 
notice of our approach and intended to dispute the passage of the river. 

Lieutenant Newton found the river obstructed from the position he 
had taken. He ascertained from a woman who was passing that a party 
of between 15 and 20 had been in Brownsville during the day, but had 
just reerossed the river. Entering the town with the main body as 
rapidly as possible, I directed Lieutenant Orlin to open fire upon the 
enemy from the public square. The first discharge scattered the cav- 
alry in the wood; the next dispersed the squad near the cabin and 
drove 10 or 15 more out of it; the third and fourth took effect upon the 
cabin, a spherical case shot éxploding within it and a round shot piere- 
ing the building. At the first Captain McNeill entered the town, having 
taken one of their pickets; another was subsequently captured by a 
man of his detachment. 

The piece was then moved around to a position nearer the river and 
commanding the Litchfield road, and fire was opened on the cavalry 
posted in that road, which was instantly dispersed. The dismounted 
inen of the enemy now commenced firing trom behind logs, trees, fences, 
&c., situated on the opposite bank, which is much lower than the south 
bank. Their weapons were Minie muskets and the common hunting 
rifle. The number of those firing were not less than 50. 

My men were ordered to dismount, take position as near the river as 
practicable behind such cover as might be found, and reply to the fire 
of the enemy. The firing was thus continued for from ten to fifteen 
minutes, when that of the enemy ceased, except now and then scattering 
shots, their men running away singly and in squads of two and three 
through the corn fields and into the woods, and our men firing at them 
as long as they were visible. I at one time gave the order to Captain 
Chrisman to cross the river if practicable, but finding it not fordable, the 
order was countermanded. When dislodged from their position along 
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and under the river bank, the enemy collected in small squads at dis- 
tances from 400 to 800 yards from the stream, and were again scattered 
by spherical case shot thrown by the 6-pounder, after which they entirely 
disappeared. 

In addition to the two pickets captured, as before stated, a Federal 
flag hoisted in the town and the United States mail, found at the post- 
office, were taken. The pickets are citizens, who were compelled to 
perform that service. [They] were unarmed and I have released them. 

The only casualty on our side was the wounding of Private Dugan, 
of Captain Chrisman’s company, by a Minie ball fired near the close of 
the engageme:t. The wound is severe, but not mortal. Upon the side 
of the enemy I observed 6 men to fall, who remained in view and were 
doubtless killed. 

The information reached me this morning by a man who left Browns- 
ville at daylight that two Union men from the north side of the river 
were there last night about 2 o’ciock in search of lint and medicines, 
who stated to him that 7 men were found dead on the field, 1 badly 
wounded and expected to die during the night, and that 4 wounded men 
were taken off by the cavalry; also that 5 horses were killed by the 
spherical case shot that exploded in the cabin; 2 other horses were 
killed by a similar shot at a different place. 

The Federal force we engaged was of Colonel Jackson’s regiment, 
posted at Litchfield. 

The firing by Lieutentant Orlin was admirable, approaching almost 
to the accuracy of rifle practice. 

Both officers and men, without exception, deported themselves well. 
Carelessness of their own safety, by which Private Dugan received his 
wound, was the only part of their conduct not to be approved. 

I ordered sundry articles belonging to P. H. Solman, merchant, who 
conducted the Yankees into Brownsville yesterday morning, and is 
known to be in constant communication with the enemy, to be taken for 
hospital use. They are turned over to the brigade quartermaster and 
will be regularly invoiced. 

Very respectfully, T. C. HINDMAN, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieut. D. G. WHITE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NOVEMBER 24-DECEMBER 5, 1861.—Forrest’s Expedition to Caseyville, 
Eddyville, &c, Ky. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Col. N. B. Forrest, Tennessee Cavalry (Confederate), 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. James Peckham, Eighth Missouri Infantry. 


No. 1. 
Report of Col. N. B. Forrest, Tennessee Cavalry (Confederate). 


REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS, 
Hopkinsville, Ky., December 5, 1861. 
Leaving Hopkinsville November 24 with 300 men and their officers, 
under orders from brigade headquarters, we went to Greenville, where 
we found some arms and equipments belonging to the enemy, as will 
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be seen by a list herewith returned ; also a soldier in full uniform, whom 
we made prisoner and returned to the commander of the post; from 
thence to Madisonville, where I sent Captain Overton, with 30 men, in 
the direction of Ashbysburg and Calhoun, who reported that all the 
troops had left the former place and gone to the latter (Calhoun). I 
then sent a scout to Henderson, dressed as a citizen, who reported that 
all the Federal forces had been sent from that town to Calhoun and their 
sick to Evansville. 

I then visited Providence and Claysville and Morganfield, at all of 
which places the people met us with smiles and cheers, and fed and 
greeted us kindly. 

I then went to Caseyville, on the Ohio River; then up the Tradewater 
12 miles, where I crossed and went to Marion, in Crittenden County. 
When near that place a lady came from her door and begged in the name 
of her children for help, and representing that: her husband (who was a 
citizen of standing and unconnected with the war) had been captured 
by I*ederal soldiers, led on and assisted by citizens of the neighbor- 
hood, whose names being given, I deemed it proper to arrest. William 
Akers was arrested, and when I approached the house ot Jonathan 
Bells he shot the surgeon of my regiment from the door and escaped by 
a back opening in the house. A noble and brave man, and skillful sur- 
geon, and high-toned gentleman was Dr. Van Wyck, and bis loss was 
deeply felt by the whole regiment. Dispatching the body in care of 
Major Kelly, with 100 men, to Hopkinsville, I remained in the vicinity 
of Marion another day, and my scouts arrested one Federal soldier and 
brought him as prisoner, and killed one Scott, the leader of the band, 
who had sworn to shoot Southern men from their houses and behind 
trees, he (Scott) attempting it by wounding three horses with a shot-gun. 
The scouts found with him three guns and a pistol, which are returned 
to the Ordnance Department; also two horses of the enemy. 

Irom Marion I went to Dycusburg and Eddyville, where I learned that 
no boats or soldiers had been on the Cumberland for twelve days at those 
points. The people at the latter places treated us with the utmost lib- 
erality and kindness. 

It is believed that the expedition has done great good in giving con- 
fidence to the Southern-rights men, destroying the distorted ideas of 
Union men, who expected every species of abuse at the hands of the 
Confederate soldiers, many of them expressing their agreeable disap- 
pointment and change of views in regard to our army, and not a few 
assured us that they would no longer use any influence against the 
cause of the South. Universal kindness was the policy of the officers 
Incommand. With me were Captains Overton, May, Fruitt [Trewhitt?], 
and Hambrick, in command of detachments of their own companies, and 
Lieutenant Sims, in command of a detachment of Captain Gould’s com 
pany, and Lieutenant Gentry, in command of a detachment of Captain 
Logan’s company, and as guide Lieutenant Wallace, of Captain G. A. 
Huwald’s company. 

A number of hogs and cattle were started from the counties between 
this and the river and along the river under the auspices of the expedi- 
tion. 

There are no Iederal forces remaining on this side the Ohio from the 
mouth of Green to the mouth of Cumberland, and with the exception of 
a few scouts none have been there for twelve days. 

After I left Madisonville, Jackson’s cavalry visited the place, about 
400 in number, but he attempted no pursuit; he might have easily over- 
taken us. After we were at Caseyville 200 Federal troops came there 
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and captured about eighty hogs, became intoxicated on stolen whisky, 
and left in a row. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
N. B. FORREST, 
Colonel, Commanding Forrest Regiment Cavalry. 


Brig. Gen. CHARLES CLARK, 
Commanding at Hopkinsville, Ky. 





No. 2. 
Report of Lieut. Col. James Peckham, Eighth Missouri Infantry. 


CAMP GENERAL SMITH, Paducah, Ky., December 2, 1861. 


Str: In compliance with your order of the 30th ultimo, I proceeded, 
on board the transports Golden State and Lake Erie No. 3, with three 
companies of the Kighth Missouri Volunteers and one piece of artillery, 
commanded by Lieutenant Tobey, of the Chicago Light Artillery, to 
Cave in Rock, where I awaited the arrival of the gunboat Conestoga. 
In company with the latter I reached Caseyville, Ky., at daylight on 
the morning of the 1st instant. The enemy had left Caseyville the day 
before my arrival there, and from many reports was at least 20 miles 
distant and pushing southwards. From all I could learn I submit the 
following: 

It was apparently with no intention of blockading the Ohio that the 
enemy ventured upon its banks. <A very large crop of hogs is now ready 
for the market, and it is to secure this crop that they are found in the 
region of the Ohio. They have driven off many already, but a large 
number still remain. They had in an inclosure, some 3 miles from 
Caseyville, a lot of 60, which I secured, and turned over to Colonel 
Cavanaugh, of the Sixth Illinois Cavalry, now stationed at Shawnee- 
town. Iam led to believe that a large business in salt is being done by 
the rebels via Caseyville and Cave in Rock. Itis known that vast quanti- 
ties of goods find their way to Nashville through that section of country, 
of which Caseyville is the leading point. Upon my arrival at the latter 
place I consulted with Captain Phelps, of the Conestoga, and Colonel 
Williams, of this place, and concluded to send to Shawneetown for re- 
enforcements. They arrived, but too late to do any good. I returned 
here this morning at 5 o’clock, under the conviction that my longer 
stay at Caseyville could be productive of no good. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Your obedient servant, 
JAMES PECKHAM, 
Tieutenant Colonel Eighth Mo. Vols., Comdg. Detachment. 


General C. F. Smita, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Paducah, Ky. 


DECEMBER 1, 1861.—Gunboat demonstration on Fort Holt, Ky. 
Report of Col. John Cook, Seventh Illinois Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTH BRIGADE, 
Fort Holt, Ky., Sunday, December 1, 1861. 
At 3.15. p. m. Lieutenant Mathie, commanding Company F, Seventh 
Illinois, officer of the day, reported to these headquarters the approach 
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of three rebel gunboats (names unknown), which were allowed to reach 
a distance of 44 miles from Fort Holt, when, deeming it imprudent to 
allow them to progress farther, the batteries were ordered to open upon 
them, the first shot being fired from Fort Holt, on the extreme right of 
the fortifications, for the purpose of drawing a fire from the enemy, in 
order to test the power of his artillery, which having been done, the 
64-pounder, “ Lady Grant,” in battery on the extreme left, returned his 
.tire, dropping the first shot within 200 yards in advance of the boat. 
The second boat returning our fire plainly showed the inadequacy of 
both guns and artillerists to cope with us at any shorter distance. The 
64-pounders, commanded by Lieutenant Wood (McAllister’s artillery), 
was managed with marked ability, although laboring under great dis- 
advantages, the piece being only provided with ammunition for 32- 
pounders. 

I am confident that had we been supplied with the ammunition 
adapted to the caliber of the gun we could have done much damage to 
the enemy before he could have retreated. To elevate to such an ex- 
tent as would enable us to reach him with a shot (there being no known 
rule to estabiish the angle), caused us in two instances to overshoot 
him, the shot from the gunboats always falling greatly short of us. 

On the approach of these rebel craft a detachment from Captain 
Delano’s cavalry, together with one company from the Twenty-eighth 
Illinois, were ordered to proceed, the former as far as Fort Jefferson, as 
a reconnoitering party, with instructions to report by messenger any- 
thing that would reveal the intentions of the enemy, and the latter 
beyond the picket line, deployed as skirmishers, to guard against an 
unexpected attack in the rear of the fort, both of which have returned, 
assuring me of the entire absence of any armed force about or around 
the camp. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

JOHN COOK, 
: Colonel, Commanding Fourth Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding District Southeast Missouri, Cairo, Ill. 


DECEMBER 1-13, 1861.—Operations about Mill Springs and Somerset, Ky. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Albin Schoepf, U. S. Army. 
No. 2.—Col. Ferdinand Van Derveer, Thirty-fifth Ohio Infantry. 
No. 3.—Brig. Gen. F. K. Zollicoffer, C. S. Army. 


No. 1. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. Albin Schoepf, U. S. Army. 


CAMP GOGGIN, December 2, 1861. 


GENERAL: I arrived here yesterday, reconnoitered same day and to- 
day. This morning the enemy opened fire {rom three pieces, one rifled, 
and infantry on Colonel Hoskins’ camp subsequent to my order for the 
removal of the camp some distance back. 

The strength of the enemy is estimated, by the best accounts we can 
get, of the following numbers: At Mill Springs, 2,000 infantry and 1,000 
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cavalry; at Captain West’s farm, distant from Mill Springs 2 miles, 
1,000 infantry; at Steubenville, 2 miles distant from West's, 2,000 
infantry; and at Monticello, 5 miles from Steubenville, 3,000 infantry. 
Mill Springs is distant from this point 12 miles, at which place they can 
cross the Cumberland with facility, and 2 miles below that point they 
can also cross. 

Apprehending the probability of their crossing at Mill Springs, I 
detailed two companies of cavalry to that place. I deem the position. 
east of me safe, but west of me they may cross. 

The river is high and not fordable, but by means of flats they can 
cross anywhere; the troops under my command are uot sufficient to keep 
the river guarded as far as Mill Springs. Should they cross in the vicin- 
ity of my camp I can defend my position. The Thirty-eighth Ohio will 
be with me to day. The Seventeenth will occupy a position on Fishing 
Creek, to defend against a flank movement should the enemy cross. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPF, 
: Brigadier-General. 

General GEORGE H. THomas, 

Commanding Eastern Division. 


P. S—The enemy have moved their artillery and opened fire again. 
I have hardly time to write. 


Camp GoaGin, December 3, 1861. 


GENERAL: The enemy, after keeping up a brisk fire until 1 p. m., 
retired and took up march towards Mill Springs. I ordered Colonel 
Connell’s Seventeenth Ohio Regiment from Somerset to that point; also 
three pieces of artillery and one company of cavalry. Should the enemy 
make an attempt to cross, we could be able to keep them in check. 

Twenty reliable Union men crossed the river yesterday evening, and 
gave me information that Zollicoffer commands in person, and is at Mill 
Springs, with eight regiments of infantry, three of cavalry, and eight 
pieces of artillery. 

My troops can be provided with beef and fresh pork; therefore I 
would suggest that only small stores and bread should be sent. 

Captain Prime arrived here to-day. We will go to work as soon as 
the tools arrive. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| A. SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier-General. 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS, 

Commanding Eastern Division. 


HEADQUARTERS FiRst KENTUCKY BRIGADE, 
Somerset, December 8, 1861. 


GENERAL: We met the enemy’s scouts this evening about 3 miles to 
the west of the village; the collision took place between the Thirty-fifth 
Ohio and the enemy’s cavalry. Our loss was 1 killed and 1 wounded; 
the enemy’s, 1.officer killed and 3 men wounded. We captured 1 horse 
aud killed 5. The cavalry under my command, as usual, behaved badly. 
They are a nuisance, and the sooner they are disbanded the better. 
They are scouring the country on their own account, lounging about 
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the villages and drinking establishments, a nuisance and disturbance 
to the quiet citizens of the country. Captain Everett has just joined 
me, and reports a series of irregularities by stragglers of this regiment 
as having passed under his notice in the several villages through which 
he passed. 

Is there no such thing as obtaining a regiment of reliable cavalry? 
Such a regiment is indispensable with this brigade at this time. The 
absence of such troops has kept me in the saddle until I am nearly worn 
down with fatigue. 

Ivery much need a brigade commissary of subsistence, who could have 
the means to purchase such articles as it may become necessary to pur- 
chase. The system of making purchases by regimental commissaries 
and giving promise to pay is open to abuse, and has become a great 
annoyance. 

The two Tennessee regiments will be here to-morrow. I shall, no 
doubt, need them by the time they arrive. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS. 


P. S.—I regret to add that Major Helveti, of the Kentucky Cavalry, 
and Captain Prime, Engineers, are both missing, and have been, I now 
learn, captured by the enemy. These officers left camp with me on 
Wednesday on a reconnaissance, but, taking a different road, fell into the 
hands of the enemy. An earlier report would have been made otf' this, 
but I had looked for their return until after the departure of the Satur- 
day’s mail, my last reliable means of communicating with you. I deem 
it useless now to send a dispatch by a cavalry express. 





No. 2. 
Report of Col. Ferdinand Van Derveer, Thirty-fifth Ohio Infantry. 


CAMP NEAR SOMERSET, Ky., December 8, 1861. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that at 2 o’clock this afternoon 
rapid firing was heard from our advance picket, 30 strong, stationed on 
the Fishing Creek road, about 2 miles from our camp. 

The battalion was immediately formed, and two companies went 
quickly to the relief of the picket. The enemy had been checked and 
were scattered through the woods. 

The picket was first alarmed by several of Captain Dillion’s cavalry, 
who had been posted a few miles in advance, rushing past. They could 
not be stopped, and in a few moments the whole company came rushing 
along, refusing to halt to assist our men, and so ran on to camp. Had 
they rendered any assistance the enemy would have been routed with 
considerable loss. 

Our picket, under the direction of Lieut. W. C. Dine, of Company D, 
being in an open field, formed and delivered three volleys, retreating 
while loading to the woods, which they reached, and then came on to 
camp in small parties. | 

We killed 1 of their officers in command of the advance, 1 of their 
horses, and captured 1 horse. Our own loss was 1 killed, 1 wounded, 
and 15 missing. 
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The force of the enemy appears to have been 150 cavalry, chiefly 
armed with sabers and pistols. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
FERDINAND VAN DERVEER, 
Colonel Commanding Thirty-fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteers. 


Brig. Gen. ALBIN SCHOEPF, 
Commanding First Brigade Kentucky Volunteers. 





No. 3. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. F. K. Zollicoffer, C. 8. Army. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Mill Springs, Ky., December 2, 1861. 


Str: Yesterday, with a small detachment of infantry and cavalry, I 
proceeded to reconnoiter from the left bank a camp of the enemy, 9 
miles above, on the right’ bank of the river. Many of their tents were 
in full view, and they came out and fired on us with small-arms and one 

2-pounder howitzer. We returned the fire, but the distance was too 
great for our guns to be of material service. To-day I took up four 
pieces of artillery and soon shelled them out of their encampment, caus- 
ing them to strike tents pecipitately and retire out of sight. I doubt 
whether they have more than one regiment there. 

Captain Sheliha, with a scouting party, has examined Creelsborough 
and Burkesville, lower down the river, and reports three regiments of 
the enemy at the former and a small force at the latter, both on the right 
bank. 

One of our picket parties reports a small force also at Rowena, on the 
same side of the river. 

The river is now very high. I am now building transports to enable 
me to cross, but I fear there will be several days’ delay. 


Very respectfully, 
EF. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Bowling Green, Ky. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Mill Springs, Ky., December 9, 1861. 

Sir: Having been disappointed in having ferry-boats captured by 
the force sent on in advance with that object, I have had to have boats 
built, and have been much delayed in crossing the Cumberland River. 
Five regiments, seven cavalry companies, and four pieces of artillery are 
now across. The position on both sides of the ferry is naturally strong, 
and I am rapidly strengthening the defenses on the right bank. The 
whole force with me is seven and one-half regiments, eighteen cavalry 
companies, and one 6-pounder battery of eight guns. 

There is a force of the enemy at Columbia, the strength of which Iam 
not able to ascertain. Three regiments of it were at Creelsborough, 18 
miles above Burkesville, ten days ago. It is certain that there are now 
not less than five regiments at Somerset, possibly more. 

On the Ist I reconnoitered from the left bank a camp of the enemy, a 
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part of which was in view on the right bank of the river at Waitsborough. 
On the 2d I took up four pieces of artillery and shelled them out, com- 
pelling them to move their encampment hurriedly. They had but two 
pieces of artillery. On the 4th I threw over the first small cavalry 
picket at this place. They met a cavalry picket of the enemy a mile 
from the ferry and drove them back, capturing some trifling equipments. 
The Seventeenth Ohio Regiment, with orders to prevent our crossing, 
had advanced to within 23 miles of the ferry. It fled precipitately to the 
neighborhood of Somerset. 

On the 5th our cavairy pickets captured Major Helveti (supposed to 
be of General Buell’s staff), Captain Prime, engineer officer, under orders 
from General Buell, and a corporal of Colonel Hoskins’ regiment, after 
a chase of several miles, severcly wounding the 2 officers. 

Fishing Creek runs south into the Cumberland, 5 miles above here, 
and lies between our position and Somerset. Itis more than 30 miles 
long, runs in a deep ravine 200 to 300 feet deep, and its suinmit-level 
on the east ranges from a balf mile to one and a half miles distant from 
that on the west. There are two crossings from here to Somerset, 7 and 
11 miles from here. The more distant, the enemy fortitied on the east- 
ern bank, and they had a force near the latter crossing. On the 7th our 
cavalry detachments crossed at both places, and found the enemy had 
fallen back to a camp 3 miles north of Somerset. They rode through 
their fortifications and returned. Yesterday our cavalry crossed at the 
upper ford and reconnoitered the enemy’s camp and the town of Somerset. 
In the fortifications at the creek they found an infantry picket and a 
cavalry picket in advance. They were also fired on from the bushes 
this side of the creek. They charged upon all they met, pursued the 
enemy 5 or 6 miles, killed 10, and captured 16, one of whom is badly 
wounded. All are of the Thirty-fifth Ohio Regiment, except one ot 
Wolford’s regiment. There were 2 of our horses killed and 1 more 
wounded. The prisoners say their regiment reached Somerset only the 
evening before, and they know but little of what regiments are there, 
except that four of them are from Ohio, the Thirty-fitth, Thirty-eighth, 
Seventeenth, and Thirty-first. Hoskins’ Kentucky regiment is cer- 
tainly there, perhaps others. Our cavalry are to-day picketing both 
towards Harrison and Somerset. 

Very respectfully, I’, K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
Lrigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MACKALL, 
Bowling Green, Ky. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, BEECH GROVE, Ky., 
North of the River opposite Mill Springs, December 14, 1861. 


Str: On the 2d instant I informed you that I had, from the south 
bank of the river, shelled the enemy out of their camp on the north 
bank, and was rapidly constructing boats at Mill Springs with which 
to cross the river. On the 3d I threw over a few cavalry pickets, who 
drove back the enemy’s pickets, found a mile from the ferry, capturing 
a pistol, a saddle, and some other trappings. The Seventeenth Obio 
Regiment, 2$ miles distant, fled 12 miles. On the 4th, our cavalry 
pickets captured, 6 miles north of the river, after a chase of more than 
a mile, Major Helveti, of the First Kentucky Cavalry, Captain Prime, 
of New York, engineer officer, of General Buell’s staff, and a corporal 
of Colonel Hoskins’ Kentucky regiment. The major and captain were 
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both severely wounded. On the 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th we were em- 
ployed crossing, by aid of a few boats we had constructed (finding a 
Strong position in the bend of the river on the north side), leaving two 
regiments, some cavalry, and two pieces of artillery on the south bank. 
On the 5th we found that the enemy were intrenching a strong position 
on the east bank of Fishing Creek, 11 miles north of us. The bed of 
the creek is a deep ravine, 200 to 300 feet deep, the summit-level on one 
side being distant from that on the other side from three quarters of a 
mile to one and a halt miles. They also had a force at a lower cross- 
ing, 7 miles from us. Both crossings were on roads leadin g to Somerset. 
On the ‘th we found that they had fallen back from both positions, and 
learned that they were intrenching 2 miles beyond Somerset. On the 
Sth our cavalry pushed across the creek at the upper crossing, met a 
cavalry and infantry picket at the fortifications, drove them to the 
enemy’s camp near Somerset, killing 10 or 12 and capturing 17 pris- 
oners, all of the Thirty-fifth Ohio Regiment, except 1 of the First Ken- 
tucky Cavalry. Our loss, 1 man wounded and 2 horses killed. Our 
party captured a number of muskets, pistols, accouterments, articles of 
wearing apparel, &c. 

On the south side of the river I have had the ferries patrolled with 
cavalry from the forks of the Cumberland down to Burkesville. On the 
— our picket at Creelsborough was fired at across the river and by some 
men in a boat. They killed 2 in the boat, and lost a horse. On the 
9th and 10th the enemy on the north bank fired across the river at our | 
cavalry patrolling Rowena, 30 miles below here. I determined to punish 
them, and sent down an expedition on the north bank on the 11th, which 
dispersed the enemy, killing 3 and capturing 11. Our only loss was L 
man drowned in attempting to cross the river. Last night a party of 
our cavalry, who had crossed the South Fork of the Cumberland, were 
fired on, losing 1 man killed and 1 wounded. It being difficult to keep 
them here safely, I to-day sent 33 prisoners of war to N ashville, retain- 
ing 1 too badly wounded to move at present. General Johnston has 
ordered a steamboat to Gainesborough on the 18th, loaded with supplies 
for this brigade, on which the prisoners will take passage. This country 
is abundant in flour, pork, beef, and many other supplies. There are 
from eight to ten regiments of the enemy at Somerset, five at Columbia. 
I have tour and a half regiments on this side intrenched—flanks and rear 
protected by the river—and two regiments on the south bank. Major- 
General Crittenden has assumed command of this district, and is at 
Knoxville. | 

Very respectfully, , F. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
7 Brigadier-General. 


General 8S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. 


DECEMBER 4-7, 1861.—Expedition to and destruction of Bacon Creek 
' Bridge, Ky. 


Report of Capt. John H. Morgan, Kentucky Cavalry (Confederate). 


Camp BURNAM, December 7, 1861. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, in pursuance of orders, I left 
camp on Wednesday last, at 4 p.m. with 105 men, and reached Green 
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River at 6 o'clock Thursday night, December 5. Crossed 6 men, 4 of 
whom were to dash through Munfordville and take a position upon 
the turnpike leading to Bacon Creek, 4 miles from town, to prevent any 
information being carried to the enemy’s pickets, the other 2 to take 
position in the town and remain until the command had crossed the 
river. When they got into the town saw several men armed, 2 whose 
names were Berry Eaton and Luther Shackleford, who it seems had 
just returned from [the] Federal camp, where they had been to take 
« Southern-rights man, whom they had captured. My advance guard 
discovered them and ordered them to give up their guns. They dis- 
mounted, one immediately firing both barrels of his gun at my men, 
who returned the fire without doing any execution. The 2 men who 
were left in town caught one of the horses, which is now in my camp. 

Reached Bacon Creek bridge at 9 o’clock. Found it in pertect order, 
with the exception of one rail, which was lying ready to be laid. There 
were five columns of uprights. All were completely burned, with the 
exception of the one which was in the creek. The bridge is a complete 
ruin. 

The command left Bacon Creek at 1.05 o’clock. The rear guard of 4 
men remained until within a few minutes of 3 o’clock. 

General McCook’s advance is at Upton’s, his main body a short dis- 
tance this side of Nolin. Was informed by Union men that the bridge 
on Rolling Fork has been washed away, entirely interrupting rail com- 
munication with Louisville. 

On my way to Green River met a wagon loaded with goods purchased 
in Louisville. Had it guarded until myreturn. The wagon was claimed 
by Mrs. Ritter, who had purchased the goods with which it was loaded. 
Mrs. Ritter is believed by the people of that neighborhood to be an em- 
ployé of the enemy. Upon my return, finding that a portion of the 
eoods were to be delivered in Bowling Green, I released the wagon. 
One of my horses becoming exhausted, left it at Ritter’s, and mounted 
the man upon one of his. 

Upon the morning of the 7th one of my men was disabled from the 
accidental discharge of his gun. Reached camp at 11 a.m. December 7. 

Respectfully, &c., 
JOHN H. MORGAN, 
Commanding Squadron. 
General S. B. BUCKNER, 
Commanding Division. 


DECEMBER 5-8, 1861.—Scout in vicinity of Russellville, Ky. 
Report of Capt. I. F. Harrison, Mississippi Cavalry. 


Wirt ADAMS’ CAVALRY, 
Camp Hardee, December 8, %861. 

Srr: I have the honor herewith to report to Major-General Hardee, 
commanding, the result of my scout in the vicinity of Russellville: 

Pursuant to instructions I left Bowling Green at midnight on the 5th 
instant, with a command of 45 men of this regiment, and reached Rus- 
sellville at 2.30 a.m. on the 6th. Here I was detained three hours, pro- 
curing horses for my men. Upon procuring a mount I started to join 
Captain Pope, who had engaged the enemy the day before. I came 
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up with him about 16 miles from Russellville, assumed command, and 
started in pursuit of the enemy. I found his trail, and learned he was 
two hours ahead of me. A short distance from here, the advance guard 
having reported the presence of the enemy in front, I ordered a charge. 
Upon advancing I could discover but 3 nen, 2 of whom were armed, 
making their escape and concealing themselves in the mountains. The 
third, who was engaged in cutting wood, I regret to say, was shot and 
badly wounded by one of the citizens who had joined me. The shootin g 
was done after I had passed some distance beyond the point where the 
man was standing. Other firing occurred here on the part of the citi- 
zens. I was delayed one hour in attending to the wounded man. 

Shortly after resuming the march I met the citizen who had been 
forced to guide the enemy across the country. He reported them as 
pressing forward rapidly, having heard the firing. 1 continued the 
pursuit, and when night prevented any further pursuit the trail not 
being visible, we were within fifteen minutes of them. I made a circuit 
and encamped with a view of cutting them off in the morning, but they 
escaped during the night across the mountains in the direction of Green 
River, having no doubt received accurate information as to our move- 
ments. 

Upon the march back to Russellville I recovered the 8 muskets that 
the enemy had taken at the bridge and also 1 Colt’s rifle belonging to 
them. 

The 4 wounded of the enemy are concealed in the neighborhood, and 
I have no doubt that Captain Pope will be able to find them. 

I regret very much to report [that] of the 35 or 40 citizens who accom- 
panied my command, with the exception of Captain Pope and some 5 or 
6 others, deserted me when their services were the most required. 

I reached Bowling Green on my return at 2 0’clock this morning, with 
my command in good order. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. F. HARRISON, 
Captain Wirt Adams’ Cavalry. 

Lieut. Col. R. C. Woop, Jr., 

Commanding Wirt Adams’ Cavalry, Camp Hardee, Ky. 


DECEMBER 17, 1861.—Action at Rowlett’s Station (Woodsonville), Green 
River, Ky. 


REPORTS, HTC. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Don Carlos Buell, U. 8. Army, with congratulatory orders. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Alexander McD. McCook, U. 8. Army. 

No. 3.—Col. August Willich, Thirty-second Indiana Infantry. 

No. 4.—Brig. Gen. Thomas C. Hindman, C. 8. Army, with congratulatory orders from 
Major-General Hardee. 


° No. 1. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Don Carlos Buell, U. 8. Army, with congratula- 
tory orders. 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., December 17, 1861—12 p. m. 


McCook’s division is at Munfordville. General Mitchel at Bacon 
Creek. We are doing pretty well. Zollicoffer is either retiring across 
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the Cumberland River or is prepared to do so at the approach of any 
superior force. Any more formidable demonstration against him would 
only harass my troops and derange my plans. I am letting him alone 
for the present. | 

McCook reports the rebels attacked my pickets in front of the rail- 
road bridge at 2 p. m. to-day. The picket consisted of four compa- 
nies of the Thirty-second Indiana, Colonel Willich, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Von Trebra. ‘Their forces consisted of one regiment Texas 
Rangers, two regiments infantry, one battery, six guns. Our loss, 
Lieutenant Sachs and 8 enlisted men killed and 16 wounded. The 
rebel loss, 33 killed, including Colonel Terry, of Texas, and about 50 
wounded. The rebels ingloriously retreated. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, February 8, 1862. 
Str: I have the honor to inclose herewith the official report of a 
skirmish at Rowlett’s Station, south of Green River, Kentucky, on the 
1%th of December, 1861, between a portion of Colonel Willich’s Thirty- | 
second Regiment of Indiana Volunteers (German), and a brigade of the 
eneiny under General Hindman. The gallantry displayed by the Thirty- 
second Indiana on the occasion has been noticed in general orders from 
these headquarters, a copy of which is inclosed for file with this letter 
and the report. Colonel Willich was at the time on other duty, and the 
troops engaged were commanded by Liettenant-Colonel Von Trebra, 
whose skill and gallantry on the field merit the distinction of the brevet 
rank of colonel. | 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Department. 
Brig. Gen. LORENZO THOMAS, | 
Adjutant-General U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C. 


GENERAL eames Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
No. 23. Louisville, Ky., December 27, 1861. 


The general commanding takes pleasure in bringing to notice the 
gallant conduct of a portion of Colonel Willich’s regiment, Thirty-sec- 
ond Indiana, at Rowlett’s Station, in front of Munfordville, on the 17th 
instant. 

Four companies of the regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Von Trebra, 
on outpost duty, were attacked by a column of the enemy, consisting of 
one regiment of cavalry, a battery of artillery, and two regiments of 
infantry. They defended themselves until re-enforced by other compa- 
nies of the regiment, and the fight was continued with such effect that 
the enemy at length retreated precipitately. | 

The attack of the enemy was mainly with his cavalry and artillery. 
Our troops fought as skirmishers, rallying rapidly into squares when 
charged by the cavalry, sometimes even defending themselves singly 
and killing their assailants with the bayonet. 
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The general tenders his thanks to the officers and soldiers of the regi- 
ment ior their gallant and efficient conduct on this occasion. LHe com- 
mends it as a study and example to all other traops under his command, 
and enjoins them to emulate the discipline and instruction which insure 
such results. 

The name of ‘ Rowlett’s Station” will be inscribed on the regimental 
colors of the Thirty-second Indiana Regiment. 

By command of Brigadier-General Buell: 

JAMES B. FRY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 





No. 2. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Alexander McD. McCook, U. 8S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIvISIon, CAMP Woop, 
December 25, 1861. 


CAPTAIN: Please find inclosed the official report of Col. August Wil- 
lich, Thirty-second Indiana, of the affair in front of the railroad bridge 
over Green River. I would respectfully call the attention of the general 
commanding to the gallantry and good judgment of Lieutenant Colonel 
Von Trebra, of said regiment, during theaction. The regiment behaved 
well; all present distinguished themselves. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. McD. McCOOK, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding Second Division. 


Capt. J. B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


No. 3. 


Report of Col. August Willich, Thirty-second Indiana Infantry. 


Camp GEORGE Woop, December 18, 1861. 


My regiment had, as usual, two companies on the south of Green 
River for the protection of the repairing of the railroad bridge across 
the Green River. The bridge built by our pontoniers being finished on 
the evening of the 15th instant, the former order to defend our work in 
case of an attack principally from the north side of the river was changed 
in such a manner that four companies, deployed as skirmishers, should 
form on the north side of Green River, while the remaining four should 
advauce over the bridge to the south side as support of our pickets. 

At 12 o’clock on the 17th of December the right wing of our picket 
chain (Company B, Captain Glass) was annoyed by skirmishers of the 
enemy. Captain Glass sent out a patrol that drove them back and fol- 
lowed them up with the balance of his company. About amile from the 
picket chain he met acompany of the enemy’s infantry, whom he saluted 
with a volley, upon which they retreated in haste. Owing to the arrival 
of large forces of infantry, who had by this time made their appearance, 
he was obliged to retreat, executing the same in good order, until re- 
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enforcements arrived. During this maneuver Company C advanced on 
the left of the pike from Woodsonville in asouthward direction. There 
they were attacked by a company of Texas Rangers, whom they drove 
back. At the same time the signal of alarm was given to the remainder 
of the regiment and was answered with astonishing alacrity. In their 
anxiety to hasten to the relief of the companies that were in danger the 
company commanders failed to obey the instructions given by me, and 
all of them rushed over the bridge and up the hill, there forming in our 
usual position at alarm—in close column. The undersigned being at the 
time of the general alarm at the headquarters of the division, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Von Trebra ordered Companies K, G, and F to the support of 
Company B on the right wing, and Companies A and I to the support of 
Company C on the left wing, and Companies E and H and a few men of 
Company Das reserve to follow along the pike, under command of Major 
Schnackenberg, in the usua} distance. The infantry of the enemy on 
both wings were thrown by the mere advance of our lines of skirmish- 
ers. But now ensued the most earnest and bloody part of the strugele. 

With lightning speed, under infernal yelling, great numbers of Texas 
Rangers rushed upon our whole force. They advanced as near as 15o0r 
20 yards to our lines, some of them even between them, and then opened 
fire with rifles and revolvers. Our skirmishers took the thing very 
coolly and permitted them to approach very close, when they opened a 
destructive fire on them. They were repulsed under severe loss, but 
only after Lieutenant Sachs, who left his covered position with one pla- 
toon, was surrounded by about 50 Rangers, several of them demanding 
of him three times to give up his sword and let his men lay down their 
arms. He firmly refused, and defended himself till he fell, with 3 of his 
men, before the attack was repulsed. : 

Lieutenant-Colouel Von Trebra now led on another advance of the 
center and left flank, when he drew down on his forces a second charge 
of the Rangers in larger numbers, charging into the very ranks, some 
dashing through to the rear, which might have proved disastrous to 
Companies C and I had not Company H, commanded by Lieutenants 
Cappell and Levy, and ordered forward by Adjutant Schmitt trom the 
reserve on the pike, advanced with a hurrah towards the Rangers and 
repulsed them. Atthis moment the artillery of the enemy with six guns 
commenced its well-directed but not damaging fire. Their balls and 
shrapnels were thrown with great precision towards the reserve com- 
panies and skirmishers near the pike, but only a few men were hurt, and 
those by splinters from trees and fences. Among others, our undaunted 
and ever-attentive Assistant Surgeon Jeancon was struck by the branch 
of a tree and stupefied for a short time. 

While this happened, the struggle on the right flank was not less 
severe. Companies I‘, K, and B were thrown out as skirmishers, Com- 
pany G in column as support. The Rangers advanced within 15 yards, 
and then fired with shot-guns and revolvers. Our skirmishers made 
great havoc amoug them, but finally retreated behind the square formed 
by Company G, Captain Welschbillig. Now afightensued such as seldom 
occurs. The Rangers, about 150 to 200, thinking they could ride over 
that small squad of 50 men, attacked them in front and left flank. Capt- 
ain Welschbillig suffered them to approach within 20 yards, and then 
fired a deadly volley at them. They retreated, but only after having 
discharged their guns and rifles at our men. They charged a second 
time, and engaged in front and both flanks. Several of them came close 
toour bayonets. .A well-aimed volley sent them back again. They made 
a third but weak charge, which resulted more disastrously to them than 
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the former. They now disappeared in wild disorder Froth the battle- 
ground. In their place a regiment of infantry, the band playing, ad- 
vanced against the small squad. Captain Welschbillig fell back before 
them with his men in good order, to form with Companies I and B, Com- 
pany K holding the rear. At this moment the undersigned arrived and 
took command of the right wing. Seeing the danger that threatened 
the regiment in case the » enemy’s s infantry (two regiments) would throw 
our right wing and advance on the line of retreat on the left wing, I 
ordered the signal “fall back slowly” to be given and formed the com- 
panies. Companies B and G fell in quickest. Company K guarded the 
rear. The forming of Companies B and G very likely gave rise to the 
enemy’s belief of a re-enforcement on our right. At the same time Com- 
pany A, till then delayed by their flanking movement, appeared on the 
enemy’s right wing, on our left, when their artillery retreated in haste. 
The cavalry had disappeared froin the battle-ground, and the infantry 
foliowed in double quick time. Company A took an advanced position, 
holding it until the undersigned, Lieutenant-Colonel Von Trebra, a com- 

pany ( B) of the Forty ninth Ohio, and Adjutant Schmitt, with a squad 
of wen from my regiment, arrived to collect the dead and wounded, which 
were carried home under the protection of said forces. I cannot pass 
this without expressing my heartfelt thanks to Colonels Gibson and Har- 
rison and their regiments, who volunteered to assist us in searching for 
our dead and wounded, and who took position against the enemy, giv- 
ing our men help and protection. 

In the fight participated 3 field, 1 staff, ard 16 officers of the line, 23 
sergeants, and 375 men. The force of the enemy consisted of one regi- 
ment Texas Rangers, two regiments infantry, and one battery, consist- 
ing of six guns. “Our loss is, 1 officer and 10 men dead, 22 wounded, and 
dD missing. The latter I hope to be able to report as wounded, and after 
whom I have to-day sent Lieutenant Mank, Company A, with a flag of 
truce. 

According to the reports of our surgeons several of the wounded are 
beyond the ‘hope of recovery. Yesterday the enemy reported his loss 40 
- killed and ours 200 killed. I venture to say that he lost in same pro- 
portion more than 40 as we lost less than 200. 

It would be difficult for me to distinguish special names for their 
brave conduct, as this might be interpreted that others did not deserve 
the same praise. Every ‘officer actually engaged distinguished himself 
by his coolness, courage, and judgment. Lieutenant Sachs gave way 
toc much to his courage and advanced too hastily and too soon, which 
caused our mourning over his loss and that of several brave soldiers of 
his platoon. 

As stated above, our assistant surgeon, Jeancon, was on the battle- 
ground, while our first surgeon, F. Krauth, discharged his duties faith- 
fully at the hospital. Captains Giegoldt and Kodalle, Lieutenants 
Schutz, Trenck, and Kimmel were on ‘the sick list. Lieutenant Knorr 
was on guard duty, and Lieutenant Pietzuch guarding the bridge with 
his pontoniers. 

The noble conduct of some surgeons of the rebels I cannot pass with 
silence, although I am unable to. give their names. They dressed the 
wounds of 3 of our men and sent them back to us in a farmer’s wagon. 
On our part, Lieutenant Mank, of Company A, permitted 4 men of the 
rebel force to carry off the corpse of Colonel Terry, of the Texas Rangers, 
and several wounded men. 

If I take into consideration that my regiment engaged successfully a 
force at least seven times as strong as our own, consisting of the selected 
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troops of the enemy, I think I have reason to say that everybody has 
done his duty faithfully. 
A. WILLICH, 
Colonel Thirty-second Indiana Volunteers. 


P. S.—Although I did not intend to mention any one individually, I 
feel myself induced to,state that Lieutenant-Colonel Von Trebra has 
gained and confirmed, not only the admiration, but the love and confi- 
dence of every man in the regiment by the skill and gallantry with which 
he led them to the attack. 

I have to mention also Lieutenant Pietzuch and his pontoniers, who 
by their unceasing efforts succeeded in constructing a bridge across 
Green River with the poor tools and scanty material furnished them in 
incredibly short time. Without this bridge it would have been impos- 
sible for me to cross the river with the regiment to support our pickets 
and trustrate the designs of the enemy by defeating them. 

In conclusion, I most respectfully call the attention of the general 
commanding to the report which I laid before you in regard tu strength 
and number of my regiment, and would ask you to take it in favorable 
consideration. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 


A. W. 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Wood, Ky., December 18, 1861. 


Respectfully forwarded. By direction of the general commanding the 
division I threw two regiments across the river to the assistance of the 
Thirty-second, though they did not reach the ground until after the enemy 
had been put to flight. All praise is due to Lieutenant-Colonel Von 
Trebra and the men under him for the gallant manner in which they 
repulsed the picked troops of the enemy. As only a portion of the 
Thirty-second was engaged I forward the report of its colonel as a full 
and complete report of the affair. 

k. W. JOHNSON, 


Brigadier- General. 





No. 4. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas C. Hindman, C. 8. Army, with congratu- 
latory orders from Major-General Hardee. 


HEADQUARTERS ADVANCE GUARD, 
Cave City, Ky., December 19, 1861. 


Str: At 8a. m. on the 17th instant I moved towards Woodsonville, 
for the purpose of breaking up the railroad trom the vicinity of that 
place southward. My force consisted of 1,100 infantry, 250 cavalry, and 
four pieces of artillery. When within 24 miles of Woodsonville, con- 
cealed from the enemy’s view, I halted the column and ordered forward 
Colonel Terry’s Rangers to occupy the heights to my right; left, and front, 
and Major Phifer’s cavalry to watch the crossings of Green River, still 
farther to my left. These orders having been executed and no force of 
the enemy or pickets seen, I advanced the column until the right reached 
the railroad. This brought me within three-quarters of a mile of the 
river and the enemy, but still concealed, except a small body of cavalry 
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upon the extreme right. Here a company of Rangers was detached to 
observe the enemy from Rowlett’s Knob, which was to my right, across | 
the railroad. A strip of timber bordered the river parallel to the line 
held by my cavalry. IT ields were between. A body of the enemy’s 
infantry, aS skirmishers, moved through the timber by their right on 
my leit. They were tired upon by a small body of my cavalry and re- 
tired. 

The firing ceased for about half an hour, and [ went in person to select 
a suitable place for camp, leaving Colonel Terry in command, with in- 
structions to decoy the enemy up the hill, where I could use my infantry 
and artillery with effect and be out of range of the enemy’s batteries. 
Before returning to the column the fire from the skirmishers recom- 
menced. The enemy appeared in force upon my right and center. Col- 
onel Terry, at the head of 75 Rangers, charged about 300, routed and 
drove them back, but fell mortally wounded. A body of the enemy of 
about the same size attacked the Rangers, under Captain Ferrill, upon 
the right of the turnpike, and were repulsed with heavy loss. The en- 
emy began crossing by regiments and moving around on my right and 
left flanks. Three companies of Colonel Marmaduke’s (first Arkansas) 
battalion were thrown out as skirmishers on my left, engaged the enemy’s 
right, and drove them to the river. I now ordered forward Captain 
Swett’s battery and the Second Arkansas Regiment to support it, hold- 
ing the Sixth Arkansas Regiment in reserve. The artillery opened fire 
upon the enemy in the field adjacent to the railroad and drove them to 
the banks of the river. IT iring now ceased on both sides. The enemy 
made no further attempt to advance, but knowing that he had already 
crossed in force, more than double my own, and had the means of cross- 
ing additional forces, I withdrew ny command by way of the turnpike 
two miles and a half, and took position to meet the enemy if disposed to 
advance. There being no indications of any such intention, I returned 
to my camp here, reaching this place at 8 p. m. 

My loss in this affair was as follows: Killed—Colonel Terry and 3 men 
of his regiment; dangerously wounded—Lieutenant Morris and 3 men 
of Texas Rangers; slightly wounded—Captain Walker and 3 men of 
Texas Rangers and 2 men of First Arkansas Battalion. 

I estimate the enemy’s loss at 75 killed and left on the ground; 
wounded unknown. I have7 prisoners; other prisoners were too badly 
wounded to be moved, and were left at citizens’ houses. 

The troops under my command who were engaged displayed courage 
in excess. ‘The others were as steady as veterans. 

Very respectfully, . 
T. OC. HINDMAN, 
Lieut. D. G. WHITE, Brigadier-General. 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division, &c. 


SPECIAL teas Hpgrs. CENTRAL ARMY OF KENTUCKY, 
No. 46. December 21, 1861. 


On the 17th instant our forces, under Brigadier-General Hindman, 
partially engaged a superior force of the enemy at Woodsonville. 

In the action we sustained a loss of 4 killed'and 9 wounded. 

The enemy was driven back and lost about 50 killed and 9 prisoners. 

The conduct of our troops was marked by impetuous valor. In charg- 
ing the enemy Colonel Terry, of the Texas Rangers, was killed in the 
moment of victory. His regiment deplores the loss of a brave and be- 
loved commander; the Army one of its ablest officers. 
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The general commanding returns his thanks to Brigadier-General 
Hindman and bis command for their conduct in the initiative of the 
campaign in Kentucky, and he hails the brilliant courage shown in the 
affair as a bright augury of their valor when the actual hour comes for 
striking a decisive blow. 

By order of Major-General Hardee: 

D. G. WHITE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


DECEMBER 23, 1861-JANUARY 30, 1862.—Garfield’s and Marshall's 
operations in Eastern Kentucky. 


EVENTS. 


Dec. 23, 1861.—Union forces advance from Louisa. 
Jan. 7, 1862.—Skirmish at Jennie’s Creek. 
10, 1862.—Engagement at Middle Creek, near Prestonburg. 
24-30, 1862.—Expeditions to the Little Sandy and Piketon. 


REPORTS, HTC. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Don Carlos Buell, U. 8. Army, commanding Department of the 
Ohio, with instructions to Colonel Garfield, and congratulatory orders. 

No. 2.—Col. James A. Garfield, Forty-second Ohio Infantry, commanding brigade, 
with instructions to subordinates. 

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Humphrey Marshall, C. S. Army, commanding brigade, with 
instructions from War Department. 

No. 4.—Col. A. C. Moore, Twenty-ninth Virginia Infantry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Don Carlos Buell, U. 8S. Army, commanding De- 
partment of the Ohio, with instructions to Colonel Garfield, and con- 
gratulatory orders. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Lowisville, January 14, 1862. 
Colonel Garfield, commanding Eighteenth Brigade, reports that on 
the 7th instant he attacked and drove the enemy from his intiench- 
ments at Paintsville, killing 3 and wounding several; our loss 2 killed 
and 1 wounded. On the 10th he attacked the main body of the enemy, 
under Humphrey Marshall, posted on the hills at the Forks of Middle 
Creek. Skirmishing commenced at 8 a. m.; engaged from 1 p. m. until 
dark. The enemy was driven from all his positions, and in the night 
burned most of his stores and fled precipitately. Our force was 1,800 
infantry and 300 cavalry. The enemy had 2,500 infantry, three pieces 
of artillery, and six companies of cavalry. Our loss at Prestonburg, 2 
killed, 25 wounded. The enemy’s loss at Prestonburg, 27 found dead 
on the field. He carried off his wounded and many of his killed. 
We took 25 prisoners, 10 horses, and a quantity of stores. 
Colonel Garfield had crossed the Big Sandy to Prestonburg on the 


11th. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
General LORENZO THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General, Washington. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE ODIO, 
Louisville, Ky., December 17, 1861. 
Colonel GARFIELD, 
Forty-second Ohio Regiment, Commanding Brigade: 


Str: The brigade organized under your command is intended to 
operate against the rebel force threatening, and indeed actually com- 
mitting, depredations in Kentucky, through the valley of the Big Sandy. 
The actual force of the enemy, from the best information I can gather, 
does not probably exceed 2,000 or 2,500, though rumor places it as high 
as 7,000. You can better ascertain the true state of the case when you 
get on the ground. You are apprised of the position of the troops 
placed under your command. Go first to Lexington and Paris, and 
place the Fortieth Ohio Regiment in such position as will best give a 
moral support to the people in the counties on the route to Prestonburg 
and Piketon, and oppose any further advance of the enemy on that 
route. Then proceed with the least possible delay to the mouth of the 
Sandy, and move with the force in that vicinity up the river, and drive 
the enemy back or cut him off. Having done that, Piketon will proba- 
bly be the best position for you to ocerpy to guard against further 
incursion. Artillery will be of but little if any service to you in that 
country. If the enemy have any, it will encumber aud weaken rather 
than strengthen them. 

Your supplies must necessarily be taken up the river, and it ought 
to be done as soon as possible, while the navigation is open. Purchase 
what you can in the country through which you operate. Send your 
requisitions to these headquarters for funds and ordnance stores, and 
to the quartermaster and commissary at Cincinnati for other supplies. 
The conversations I have had with you will suggest more details than 
can be given here. Report frequently and fully upon all matters con- 
cerning your command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., December 28, 1861. 
Colonel GARFIELD, 
Commanding Eighteenth Brigade, Louisa, Ky.: 

The following dispatch was sent this day to Lieut. M. L. Benham, 
Forty-second Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Catlettsburg, via Portsmouth : 

The arms for Lindsey’s regiment were forwarded by Adams Express on the 19th to 
Greensburg. Ascertain whether they have gone through Cincinnati. Tell Colonel 


Gartield I have been unable to get the howitzers for him or I would send them, but I 
think he will find his infantry more efficient than the enemy’s artillery. Tell him to 


report frequently. D. C. BUELL 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., January 3, 1862. 
Colonel GARFIELD : 
Yours of the 2d instant* has-been received. The general would send 
you two mountain howitzers, but he is under the impression that from 


* Not found. 
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the nature of the country and the season of the year you would find 
them more of an incumbrance than an advantage, and he hopes and 
expects that you will be able to accomplish important results without 
them. You can, however, give more in detail your views on the subject. 

I presume you have received my letter of the 31st* giving you infor- 
mation in relation to the enemy near you and my telegram requiring 
secrecy in regard to same. 

Efforts are being made to start Colonel Lindsey, in compliance with 
your orders, and it is presumed he will [socn| be with you. Report 
frequently. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., January 20, 1862. 
Colonel GARFIELD, 
Commanding Fighteenth Brigade, Prestonburg, Ky.: 


COLONEL: Your dispatches of your attack upon the enemy at Paints- 
ville and Prestonburg on the 7th and 10th instant have been received, 
and the general commanding directs me to express his gratification at 
the perseverance, fortitude, and gallantry displayed by yourself and your 
command in the campaign in which you are engaged. Your original 
instructions were to proceed as far as Piketon (or Pikeville), and it is 
inferred from the activity and energy displayed up to the date of your 
dispatches that you have not permitted the enemy to rest this side of 
that point. As it is not known here what direction Marshall has taken, 
it is not practicable to give you any definite instructions. He may have 
goneinto Western Virginia or taken the road from Prestonburg or Pike- 
ton to Hazard in Perry County.or Whitesburg in Letcher, and may even 
attempt to make his way toCumberland Gap. You are directed in any 
case to drive him from the soil of Kentucky and, having done this, to 
act as circumstances may require, keeping this office informed of your 
movements and your whereabouts, that instructions may reach you. 
Colonel Marshall’s Kentucky regiment, from Maysville, Ky., was this 
day ordered to report to you, and if you should find it necessary to move 
to the south beyond Piketon, a force must be left at that point. It is 
a place which must be held, and Marshall’s regiment might receive 
orders from you for that purpose. It would be well for you to put your- 
self in communication with him as soon as practicable. 

lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, January 24, 1862. 
Col. JAMES A. GARFIELD, Paintsville, Ky. : 
Sir: Your official report of the battle of Middle Creek has been re- 
ceived and your success will be duly noticed in orders. 
The géneral is expecting to receive from you more detailed informa- 
tion in reference to the retreat of the enemy, the direction taken by 


* Not found. 
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hin, his probable whereabouts and condition ; of his intentions, probable 
and future objects and movements. These points were not touched in 
your report. 

You have probably ere this received my letter of the 20th instant, re- 
peating the general’s wish for you to establish your force at Piketon and 
be sure that the enemy does not again get a foothold on Kentucky soil. 

Your difficulties in reference to supplies are appreciated, but the gen- 
eral trusts vou will overcome them. The commissary of subsistence in 
Cincinnati has been directed to forward two monthy? supply of provis- 
JonS aS soon as practicable, the intention being to get a supply to you 
while the Big Sandy is up and before navigation ceases. The general 
desires you to take advantage of the high water to get your supplies of 
all kinds (ammuuition and forage, if necessary) up the river while op- 
portunity is favorable. 

If Eastern Kentucky is entirely freed from the enemy and out of 
danger of annoyance, it is possible that yourself and part of your com- 
mand may be called to other duties. 

Capt. Ralph Plumb, quartermaster, was ordered to join you, on your 
application, from Lexington. Js he on duty with you? 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser rant, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL a HpQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE OnIO, 
No. 4a. Louisville, Ky., January 20, 1862. 
The general commanding takes occasion to thank Colonel Garfield and 
his troops for their successful campaign against the rebel foree under 
General Marshall on the Big Sandy and their gallant conduct in battle. 
They have overcome formidable difficulties in the character of the coun- 
try, the condition of the roads, and the inclemency of the season, and 
without artillery have, in several engagements, terminating with the bat- 
tle on Middle Creek on the 10th instant, driven the enemy from his in- 
trenched position and forced him back into the mountains with the loss 
of a large amount of baggage and stores and many of his men killed 
or captured. These services have called into action the highest qualities 
of a soldier—perseverance and courage. 
By command of General Buell: 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, and Chief of Staff. 


HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 21, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, U.S. A., 
— Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky. : 

Sir: Your dispatch of the 14th instant, reporting the success of Col- 
one] Gartield against the enemy’s forces under Humphrey Marshall at 
Paintsvilie and Prestonburg, on the 7th and 10th instant, has been re- 
ceived. Major-General McClellan, commanding the Army, congratu- 
lates Colorel Garfield and his brigade upon this handsome achievement 
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against forces superior in number and having the advantage of three 
pieces of artillery. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient Servant, 
L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- General. 





No. 2. 


keports of Col. James A. Garfield, Forty-second Ohio Infantry, com- 
manding brigade, with instructions to subordinates. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
George’s Creek, December 26, 1861. 


I arrived here last night with 900 men. Twenty-five hundred rebels 
are at Paintsville, 18 miles distant, with four guns. They are fortifying. 
The Fourteenth Kentucky can furnish only 500 effective men. They 
will be here soon. Colonel Lindsey has no equipments and but 600 
effective men. I have ordered him to join meas soon as possible. Send 
me four small howitzers, with shell and shrapnel, if possible. I can get 
them here by boat and haul them with our mule teams. Lieut, M. i. 
Benham, Forty-second Regiment, awaits answer at Cincinnati. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL. ° 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
George’s Creek, December 2, 1861. 


Sir: I advanced from Louisa on the 23d instant, with nine companies 
of the Forty-second Ohio, three companies of the Fourteenth Kentucky, 
and Major MeLaughlin’s squadron of cavalry, and reached this place, 
183 miles from Paintsville, on the evening of the 24th, bringing our tents 
and subsistence by a flat-boat, as our train, in charge of one company 
of the Forty-second Ohio, had not yet arrived from Catlettsburg. 

Nine companies of the Fourteenth Kentucky were allowed to remain 
at Louisa to await the arrival of their equipments. I expect them here 
to-morrow. 

Colonel Lindsey has informed me that his command cannot be ready 
for service for an indefinite time. I herewith inclose you a copy of his 
communication.* I have not yet heard from Colonel Wolford’s cavalry. 
The roads along this valley are almost impassable; they were never 
more than tolerable, and in the distracted condition of the country no 
repairs have been made. It required four days’ hard labor to bring our 
train of 25 wagons, nearly empty, a distance of 28 miles. I am there- 
fore bringing our stores to this point by theriver. When we leave here 
we shall go back from the river up George’s Creek, and shall take our 
train with us. It will reach us to-morrow. I think | am now able to 
give you a reliable statement of the Strength of the enemy in the 
vicinity of Paintsville at least. : 

I have collected and compared statements from citizens, scouts, and 
prisoners, and find that Colonel Williams returned about three weeks 


*Not found. - 
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ago with the force that retreated before General Nelson; and about 
ten days ago a regiment of troops from some neighboring State, proba- 
bly Virginia, passed to Prestonburg, via Piketon, with a train of 55 
wagons and four iron guns; one of large caliber, the others probably 
6-pounders. 

These two forces, amounting to from 2,000 to 2,500 men, increased by 
irregular bands of local rebels, mostly mounted, are now in Paintsville, 
and are throwing up works for detense, and sending out marauding 
parties in various directions, who are committing frequent murders, 
driving off cattle, and destroying the property of Union men. I inclose 
a map of the route from my camp to Paintsville.* I send a request by 
telegraph for at least four small howitzers. 

Without a strong re-enforcement my command can hardly dislodge 
the enemy without the means of shelling their camp. I can furnish 
teams for hauling the guns, which can be sent here by the river. I 
earnestly hope you will be able to furnish them. I shall hope to strike 
a blow at an early day. I have not yet been able to send you consoli- 
dated morning reports in consequence of the separation of the parts of 
my command and the want of proper blanks. Requisitions have been 
made, but a supply has not yet been received. 

I have not yet heard from the Fortieth Ohio Regiment, but have no 
doubt it has reached and is occupying McCormick’s Gap. 

Respectfully submitted. 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. J. B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Pardee, January 4, 1862. 


DEAR Sir: Shortly after the date of my last report to you, of Decem- 
ber 26, I received intelligence that the enemy had retreated to a lill 3 
miles from Paintsville, on the road to Prestonburg, where he is throw- 
ing up earthworks. About the same time 300 or 400 cavalry came in 
from West Liberty and encamped at the mouth of Jennie’s Creek, where 
they still remain and are actively engaged in marauding and foraging 
expeditions. Judging from the position of the enemy that he intended 
to make a stand, I dispatched a messenger to Colonel Cranor, ordering 
him to proceed to Prestonburg via Hazel Green and Burning Spring, 
sending a strong party of cavalry via West Liberty and Licking Station 
to drive in the rebel forces on that route and protect Colonel Cranor’s 
flank, and join him again before he reached Prestonburg. He was then 
to move down the river and hold himself in readiness to attack the 
enemy’s position or cut off his retreat. I herewith inclose a copy of my 
instructions to him.* 

The messenger was expected to return on Monday evening, December 
30, but did not reach me till Wednesday. On Tuesday, December 31, I 
moved up George’s Creek 8 miles, with the Forty-second Ohio, five com- 
panies of the Fourteenth Kentucky, and McLaughlin’s squadron of cav- 
alry, and encamped at the foot of Brown’s Hill. I there waited one day 
the arrival of Colonel Moor’s [Cranor’s?] train, part of which reached me 
January 1. Six of his wagons have not yet arrived. On the evening of 


*See p. 35. 
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January 1 my messenger from Colonel Cranor arrived, informing [me] 
that his regiment arrived at McCormick’s Gap on Sunday, December 29, 
and would leave there in conformity with my orders on the following 
morning. It consumed the whole of January 2 and 3 and required a 
Working party of 100 men to get our train over Brown’s Hill to this 
point, on the headwaters of Tom’s Creek, a distance of but little more 
than 3 miles from our former place of encampment. To-day our scouts 
encountered and drove back a hundred of the enemy’s cavalry from 
Tom’s Hill, 24 miles on the route to Paintsville. Our advance guard 
is holding the position to-night. 

In view of the exceedingly bad condition of the roads, made worse by 
the heavy rains of the last two days, I have dispatched. a second mes- 
senger to Colonel Cranor, appointing Monday next as the time when I 
hope to drive in the enemy’s cavalry and occupy the mouth of Jennie’s 
Creek. I am exceedingly perplexed by the non-arrival of Lindsey’s 
regiment. When I first arrived at Catlettsburg I ordered him to join 
me as soon as he could obtain the requisite outfit. On Saturday last he 
broke up his camp and moved to Ashland, as I supposed, on his way 
up the valley. On Wednesday I heard that he had not yet left Ash- 
Jand. I then sent him a peremptory order to move forward, but up to 
this time I have not heard from him. The two companies of Colonel 
Wolford’s cavalry, which were ordered to join me, I have never heard 
from. : 

I stated in my last report that Major McLaughlin’s [cavalry] had no 
carbines. I turned over to them the rifles belonging to such of the 
T‘orty-second Ohio as were sick and on detached duty, and they still use ° 
them. The major received a full supply of pistol cartridges a few days 
ago, but no caps came with them. 

The squadron has but very little drill and cannot be relied on for 
much service, except scout and messenger duty. But, notwithstanding 
these drawbacks, I shall advance, and shall hope we may at least nar- 
row down the limits of the enemy’s depredations. Since my last report 
we have bad 4 men from Major McLaughlin’s cavalry captured by the 
enemy’s scouts. We have taken 1 of his men, and Colonel Cranor has 
taken several more. 

I was much in hopes I could have had a howitzer battery. Still, if I 
had an infantry force in this column equal to the enemy’s I should have 
no doubt of being able to capture him. TI shall try his strength as soon 
as I can draw him down from his position. I have not yet received 
any blanks, and hence have forwarded no morning reports. I inclose 
maps.* | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Eighteenth Brigade. 


Capt. J. B. Fry, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Paintsville, Ky., January 8, 1862. 
DEAR Sir: On Sunday, January 5, J drove in several small scouting 
parties of the enemy, killing 1 of them. On Monday, January 6, [ 
moved on to the mouth of Muddy Branch. The enemy came down the 


* Not found. 
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Same evening from his intrenched hill, with one 12-pounder and two 
regiments of infantry, and occupied the southern bank of Paint Creek. 
When his scouts were drawn in they reported the advance of my whole 
column, and immediately Marshall broke up his camp, burned many of 
his wagons, and a large amount of corn, oats, meal, sugar, rice, and 
other provisions, and during the night of January 5 and all the follow- 
ing day he was hurrying his trains and infantry away on retreat. His 
cavalry remained behind, kept up a show of resistance, and thus kept 
their retreat a secret. Colonel Bolles, of the Second Virginia Cavalry, 
had been ordered by General Cox, commanding Department of the 
Kanawha, to co-operate with me, in view of the fact that bands of rebels 
were coming in from the Virginia side of the Sandy, and joined me on 
Monday at noon. We then moved forward, with the Forty-second Ohio, 
Fourteenth Kentucky, and 300 of Colonel Bolles’ cavalry, and occupied 
' this place. The rebel pickets were still on the opposite side of Paint 
Creek and retreated as we advanced. Iimmediately sent Colonel Bolles, 
with his 300 cavalry, to attack and drive back the rebels at Jennie’s 
Creek, while I advanced with 1,000 men to attack General Marshall’s 
position. I was obliged to construct a pontoon bridge across Paint 
Creek, and did not get my column in motion until sunset. We then 
advanced along an unfrequented road, and at 8 o’clock occupied the 
rebel fortifications 4 miles above here. We found his camp-fires still 
burning, and his whole camp showed signs of panic and most dis- 
orderly retreat. JI then marched down Jennie’s Creek to aid Colonel 
Bolles. Before we reached him his advance of 60 men had attacked 
200 rebel cavalry, killed 6, wounded several, and scattered them among 
the hills. Colonel Bolles had 2 killed and 1 wounded. 

To-day we have occupied all their works and sent out cavalry scouts 
to learn the direction of their retreat. Colonel Bolles has given me very 
efficient aid, but his orders will not permit him to remain with me 
longer. To-morrow morning I start in pursuit with 1,000 infantry and 
400 cavalry. 

Colonel Cranor, Fortieth Ohio, and six companies (300 men) of Wol- 
ford’s cavalry, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Letcher, have joined 
me to-day. They had construed the enemy’s retreat into an intended 
attack, and not being able to resist the whole rebel force, which has been 
increased by late re-enforcements to over 4,000 men, came down Paint 
Creek instead of going on to Prestonburg. 

We have taken 15 prisoners, which I have this day sent to Newport 
Barracks. The vicinity of the rebel camps presents a scene of utter 
desolation. They have appropriated and destroyed an immense amount 
of property. 

The transportation for our stores has been a work of extreme diffi- 
culty. But now that we have reached the river, we will hurry them up 
by boats. I shall hope to occupy Prestonburg to-morrow evening. I 
fear we shall not be able to catch the enemy in a “stern chase,” but we 
Shall try. Since he has left his stronghold I think I shall not need any 
artillery. | 

The health of my command is very good, considering the hard service 
they have been engaged in. Isend youa sketch of Marshall’s defenses.* 
The extent and character of the works indicate a larger force than I 
had supposed they had. Iregret to say I have not received any blanks 
and have not made out any brigade morning reports. I have the ma- 
terials for them, and will forward them as soon as the blanks arrive. 


* Not found. 
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Your telegram of the 2d instant, instructing me to keep secret the 
facts in your letter of the 31st ultimo, was duly received, but the letter 
referred to has not yet reached me. 

From all the indications I am led to believe the enemy is retreating 
in a southwest direction from Prestonburg toward the Cumberland 
Gaps. How far in that direction shall I be permitted to follow him? 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
| J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Capt. J. B. Fry, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS KIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Prestcnburg, Ky., January 11, 1862. 


I left Paintsville on Thursday noon with 1,100 men, and drove in the 
enemy’s pickets 2 miles beyond Prestonburg. The inen slept on their 
arms. At 4 o’clock yesterday morning we moved toward the main body 
of the enemy at the Forks of Middle Creek, under command of Mar- 
shall. Skirmishing with his outposts began at 8 o’clock, and at 1 o’clock 
p.m. we engaged his force of 2,500 men and three cannon posted on 
the hill. Fought them until dark. Having been re-enforced by 700 
men from Paintsville, drove the enemy from all their positions. He car- 
ried off the majority of his dead and all his wounded. This morning we 
found 27 of his dead on the field. His killed cannot be less than 60. 
We have taken 25 prisoners, 10 horses, and a quantity of stores. The 
enemy burned most of his stores and fled precipitately. 

To-day I have crossed the river, and am now occupying Prestonburg. 
Our loss 2 killed and 25 wounded. 

J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Capt. J. B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


PAINTSVILLE, January 8, 1862. 
(Via Portsmouth, Olio, 14th.) 


I entered this place yesterday with the Forty-second Ohio and Iour- 
teenth Kentucky and 300 Second Virginia Cavalry. On hearing of my 
approach the main rebel force left their strongly-intrenched camp and 
fled. I sent my cavalry to the mouth of Jennie’s, where they attacked 
and drove the rebel cavalry, which had been left as a vanguard, 5 miles, 
killing 3 and wounding a considerable number. Marshall’s whole army 
is now flying in utter confusion. He has abandoned and burned a large 
amount of his stores. We have taken 15 prisoners. Our loss was 2 
killed and 1 wounded. I start in pursuit to-morrow morning. 

| J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Capt. J. B. Fry, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Buell, Paintsville, January 14, 1862. 


DEAR Sir: At the date of my last report (January 8) I was prepar- 
ing to pursue the enemy. The transportation of my stores from 
George’s Creek had been a work of so great difficulty that I had not 
enough provisions here to give my whole command three days’ rations 
before starting. One small boat had come up from below, but I found 
it had only enough provisions here for three days’ rations of hard bread’ 
for 1,500 men. Having issued that amount, I sent 450 of Colonel 
Wolford’s and Major McLaughlin’s cavalry, under command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Letcher, to advance up Jennie’s Creek, and harass the 
enemy’s rear if still retreating. At the same time I took 1,100 of the 
best men from the Fortieth and Forty-second Ohio and the Fourteenth 
and Twenty-second Kentucky (three companies of Colonel Lindsey’s 
regiment, the Twenty-second Kentucky, had arrived the evening before), 
and at noon started up the Big Sandy towards Prestonburg. After 
advancing 10 miles the enemy’s pickets fired on our advance and re- 
treated. 

At 8 o’clock we reached the mouth of Abbott’s Creek, 1 mile below 
Prestonburg. I then found that the enemy was encamped on the creek 
3 miles above, and had been supplying himself with meal at a steam- 
mill in the vicinity. I sent back an order to Paintsville to move forward 
all our available force, having learned that another boat load of stores 
had arrived. I then encamped on the crest of a wooded hill, where we 
slept on our arms in the rain till 4 o’clock in the morning, when I moved 
up Abbott’s Creek 1 mile and crossed over to the mouth of Middle 
Creek, which empties into the Big Sandy opposite Prestonburg. Sup- 
posing the enemy to be encamped on Abbott’s Creek, it was my inten- 
tion to advance up Middle Creek and cut off his retreat, while the cav- 
alry should attack his rear. I advanced slowly, throwing out flankers 
and feeling my way cautiously among the hills. At 8 o’clock in the 
morning we reached the mouth of Middle Creek, where my advance 
began a brisk skirmishing with the enemy’s cavalry. which continued 
till we had advanced 23 miles up the stream to within 1,000 yards of the 
forks of the creek, which I had learned the enemy were then occupying. 

I drew up my force on the sloping point of & semicircular hill, and at 
12 o’clock sent forward 20 mounted men to make a dash across the 
plain. This drew the enemy’s fire, and in part disclosed his position. 
The Fifty-fourth Virginia Regiment (Colonel Trigg) was posted behind 
the farther point of the same ridge which I occupied. I immediately 
sent forward two Kentucky companies to pass along this crest of the 
ridge, and one company Forty-second Ohio, under command of Capt. 
FI. A. Williams, together with one under Captain Jones, Fortieth Ohio, 
to cross the creek, which was nearly waist-deep, and occupy a spur of 
the high rocky ridge in front and to the left of my position. 

In a few minutes the enemy opened a fire from one 6 and one 12 
pounder. A shell from the battery fell in the midst of my skirmishers 
on the right, but did not explode. Soon after the detachment on the 
left engaged the enemy, who was concealed in large force behind the 
ridge. I sent forward a re-enforcement of two companies to the right, 
under Major Burke, of the Fourteenth Kentucky, and 90 men, under 
Major Pardee, of the Forty-second Ohio, to support Captain Williams. 
The enemy withdrew his Fifty-fourth Virginia across the creek, and 
sent strong re-enforcements to the hills on the left. About 2 o’clock I 
ordered Colonel Cranor, with 150 men from the Fortieth and Forty- 
second Ohio and Twenty-second Kentucky, to re-enforce Major Pardee. 
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Meantime the enemy had occupied the main ridge to a point nearly 
opposite the right of my position, and opened a heavy fire on my 
reserve, which was returned with good effect. In order more effectu- 
ally to prevent his attempt to outflank me IJ sent Lieutenant-Colonel 
Monroe, of the Twenty-second Kentucky, with 120 of his own and the 
Tourteenth Regiment, to cross the creek a short distance below the 
point I occupied, and drive back the enemy from his position. This he 
did in gallant style, killing 15 or 20. Inch by inch the enemy, with 
more than three times our number, were driven up the steep ridge 
nearest the creek by Colonel Cranor and Major Pardee. 

At 4 o'clock the re-enforcement under Lieutenant-Colonel Sheldon, of 
the Forty-second Ohio, came in sight, which enabled me to send for- 
ward the remainder of my reserve, under Lieutenant-Colonel Brown, to 
pass around to the right and endeavor to capture the enemy’s guns, 
which he had been using against us for three hours, but without effect. 
During the fight he had tired 30 rounds from his guns, but they were 
badly served, as only one of his shells exploded, and none of his shot, 
not even his canister, took effect. At 4.30 he ordered a retreat. My 
men drove him down the slopes of the hills, and at 5 o’clock he had 
been driven from every point. Many of my men had fired 30 rounds. 
It was growing dark, and I deemed it unsafe to pursue him, lest my 
men on the different hills should fire on each other in the darkness. 
The firing had scarcely ceased when a brilliant light streamed up from 
the valley to which the enemy had retreated. He was burning his 
stores and fleeing in great disorder. Twenty-five of his dead were lett 
on the field, aud 60 more were found next day thrown into a gorge in 
the hills. He has acknowledged 125 killed and a still larger number 
wounded. A field officer and 2 captains were found among the dead. 
Our loss was 1 killed and 20 wounded, 2 of whom have siuce died. We 
took 25 prisoners, among whom was a rebel captain. Not more than 
900 of my force were actually engaged, and the enemy had not less 
than 3,500 men. 

Special mention would be invidious when almost every officer and 
man did his duty. A majority of them fought for five hours without 
cessation. The cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Letcher, did not reach 
me until the next morning, when I started them in pursuit. Théy fol- 
lowed 6 miles and took a few prisoners, but, their provisions being 
exhausted, they returned. A few howitzers would have added greatly 
to our success. 

On the 11th I crossed the river and occupied Prestonburg. The place 
was almost deserted. I took several horses, 18 boxes quartermaster’s 
stores, and 25 flint-lock muskets. I found the whole community in the 
vicinity of Prestonburg had been stripped of everything like supplies for 
anarmy. I could not find enough forage for my horses for over one 
day, and so sent them back to Paintsville. I had ordered the first boat 
that arrived at Paintsville to push on up to Prestonburg, but I found it 
would be impossible to bring up our tents and supplies until more pro- 
visions could be brought up the river. I therefore moved down to this 
place on the 12th and 13th, bringing my sick and foot-sore men on boats. 
IT am hurrying our supplies up to this point. The marches over these 
exceedingly bad roads and the night exposures have been borne with 
great cheerfulness by my men, but they are greatly in need of rest and 
good care. 

I cannot close this communication without making honorable mention 
of Lieut. J. D. Stubbs, quartermaster of the Forty-second Ohio, and 
senior quartermaster of the brigade. He has pushed forward the trans- 
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portation of our stores with an energy and determination which have 
enabled him to overcome very many and great obstacles, and his efforts 
have contributed greatly to the success of the expedition and the health 
and comfort of my command. 

In a subsequent report I will communicate some facts relative to my 
command and also in regard to the situation of the country through 
which the enemy has been operating. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. J. B. Fry, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


4 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Buell, Paintsville, Ky., January 17, 1862. 

DEAR SrR: In my last report to you reasons were given why I did 
not move forward to Prestonburg with my whole force. 

In this I desire to submit some further facts relative to the con- 
dition of my command and the situation of the country in which the 
enemy has been operating. The IFortieth and Forty- second Ohio Regi- 
ments are in good condition, considering the har d_ service they have 
rendered. The Fourteenth Kentucky is composed of excellent material, 
but is in a wretched state of discipline. Very few of its members have 
been drilled in the school of the soldier, much less that of the company 
and battalion. Itcan be considered but little better than a well-disposed, 
Union-loving mob, which, if its scattered fragments can be gathered up, 
may be converted into a very serviceable regiment. 

The Twenty-second Kentucky I have not yet had the pleasure of see- 
ing together. Three companies (200 men) joined me just in time to aid 
in the fight at Middle Creek. The remnant, about the same number, 
I have left at Louisa to guard our stores. I shall hope to get them here 
soon. From what I have seen I am encouraged to hope they are in a 
tolerabdly good state of discipline. 

The six companies (300) of the First Kentucky Cavalry, under Lieu- 
tenant-Co’onel Letcher, have been very hard-worked, and have a sick 
list of 207 men, as reported to me by their surgeon. A’ large number 
referred to refused to come into the mountains, and many that started 
deserted by the road. 

Coionel Letcher is an admirable gentleman, but a more demoralized, 
discouraged body of men I have never seen. Major McLaughlin’s squad- 
ron of cavalry are in a better state of discipline, and a few weeks of drill 
will make them quite serviceable. I shall do what I can to better the 
condition of the brigade as opportunity offers. I venture to suggest 
that the removal of Colonel Letcher’s detachment of cavalry and the 
supplying of its place by another in better condition would be very serv- 
iceable both to Colonel Woltord’s command and to this brigade. 

From the best information I can obtain the upper part of the Sandy 
Valley is almost deserted. The expedition of General Nelson, followed 
by Marshall’s, has swept away almost everything on which an army 
could subsist. Indeed, the late re-enforcements which joined Marshall’s 
army came from the Gap by way of the Kentucky River, because they 
could find neither food nor forage between Piketon and Prestonburg. 
On the day following the fight I sent my cavalry back to this place, 
because I could not find forage for even a single day. 
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The enemy retreated after the battle to the Forks of Beaver Creek, 20 
miles southwest of Prestonburg, and seems to be making his way towards 
the valley of the Kentucky River. Our prisoners say he intends to 
winter at Whitesburg or join the rebel forces towards the Cumberland 
Gap. The uncertainty of transportation by the river and the impossi- 
bility of finding subsistence for my force at Prestonburg or Piketon 
seem to me to indicate this as the most eligible place for winter quarters. 

For the last five days no boats have been able to come up the river 
in consequence of the exceeding high waters, while they have been kept 
from coming up a much longer time since I arrived in the valley in con- 
sequence of low water. 

I respectfully solicit instructions in regard to my future movements. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. J. B. Fry, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Paintsville, Ky., January 16, 1862. 
Citizens of the Sandy Valley: 

I have come among you to restore the honor of the Union, and to 
bring back the old banner which you all once loved, but which by the 
machinations of evil men and by mutual misunderstandings has been 
dishonored among you. To those who are in arms against the Federal 
Governmeut I offer only the alternative of battle or unconditional sur- 
render. But to those who have taken no part in this war, who are in no 
way aiding or abetting the enemies of the Union—even to those who 
hold sentiments averse to the Union, but yet give no aid and comfort to 
its enemies—I offer the full protection of the Government, both in their 
persons and property. 

Let those who have been seduced away from the love of their country 
to follow after and aid the destroyers of our peace lay down their arms 
return to their homes, bear true allegiance to the Federal Government, 
and they shall also enjoy like protection. The Army of the Union wages 
no war of plunder, but comes to bring back the prosperity of peace. Let 
all peace-loving citizens who have fled from their homes return and 
resume again the pursuits of peace and industry. If citizens have sut- 
fered from any outrages by the soldiers under my command I invite 
them to make known their complaints to me, and their wrongs shall be 
redressed and the offenders punished. Iexpect the friends of the Union 
in this valley to banish from among them all private feuds, and let a 
liberal-winded love of country direct their conduct towards those who 
have been so sadly estranged and misguided. Hoping that these days 
of turbulence may soon be ended and the better days of the Republic 
soon return, | am, very respectfully, 

J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Buell, Paintsville, Ky., January 30, 1862. 
Str: On the 24th instant I sent out two detachments, one of 150 
infantry, which has just returned from the headwaters of Little Sandy, 
3RR VOL VII 
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where it dispersed two companies of rebels, who were engaged in plun- 
dering ; the other (110 cavalry) proceeded to the head of John’s Creek 
and thence to Piketon. Both expeditions have terminated successfully. 
Ten prisoners were taken and a number of horses. There is now no 
enemy nearer than Whitesburg, where Marshall is encamped with the 
remnant of his brigade. His two Virginia regiments went home soon 
after the battle, and over 40 deserters have voluntarily given themselves 
up tome. I shall immediately move forward. 

Very respectfully, 

J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. J. B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CAMP BUELL, Paintsville, January 30, 1862. 


DEAR SiR: Since the date of my last report (January 17) we have had 
the heaviest and longest-continued rains that have been known in this 
valley for many years. The roads, which were very bad before, have 
been ruined, and it will require a great amount of Jabor to render them 
again passable for wagons. 

Ior nearly ten days the river was so high that boats could not run 
up, in consequence of the overhanging trees alinost meeting in the mid- 
die of the stream. It is now at a good stage, and we are getting our sup- 
phes in abundance. 

I have obtained reliable information of the late operations of the 
enemy. Immediately after the battle of Middle Creck he retreated 20 
niles, to Beaver Creek, at which place his brigade organization seemed 
almost to have dissolved. A re-enforcement of one infantry regiment 
and a battery of artillery from Virginia, which was within two days’ 
march, hearing of Marshall’s flight, turned back and retired through the 
Pound Gap. The two Virginia regiments, under Colonels Trigg and 
Moore, left him at Beaver Creek, and went back to Virginia by the same 
route. I had prepared an expedition to move up the river by boats and 
get above his camp on Beaver, when I learned the remnant of his bri- 
gade had gone to Whitesburg, though his Kentucky regiments were 
decimated by desertions. One squad of 42 threw down their guns and 
deserted in a body. Iam every day discharging on parole numbers of 
deserters, who voluntarily give themselves up. 

A few days since I sent a detachment of 110 mounted men to Pike- 
ton, who dispersed a marauding band and captured several leadmg 
and active rebels, whom I have sent to Newport tarracks. In the pur- 
suit Judge Cecil, of Piketon, was killed, and a Dr. Emmet severely 
wounded. | 

About one week since I Jearned that a predatory band of 150 men 
had gone out from Marshall’s brigade a short time before his flight, and 
were encamped among the cliffs of Little Sandy, where they were rais- 
ing recruits and committing depredations upon the property of citizens. 
IT sent a party of 150 men, who dispersed them, taking a number of pris- 
oners and horses. I believe there now is no enemy in Eastern Ken- 
tucky nearer to me than Whitesburg. 

In my last report.1 asked for instructions in regard to my future 
movements. I have not yet received them. I have, however, ventured 
to order one regiment to move forward to Piketon, to watch the enemy 
and protect the border until I receive further instructions. 
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Hoping that I may be permitted to pass the gates of the mountains 
and strike at the great rebel railroad, I am, very respectfully, your obe- 


dient servant, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. J. B. Fry, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


—— 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
| George’s Creek, December 28, 1861. 
Col. JONATHAN CRANOR, | 
Commanding Fortieth Ohio Volunteers: 


DEAR SIR: We now have reached a point from which we can begin 
to act in concert. I have advanced to within 18 miles of the enemy, 
who has just retired to a point 2 or 3 miles back of Paintsville, where 
he seems to be fortifying. He has two full regiments, under Humphrey 
Marshall, a brigadier-general in the rebel army, and an irregular force 
of local rebels, which makes their force about 2,500 men. They have 
four small guns, probably 6-pounders, and a considerable part of their 
force is cavalry. They seemed to be somewhat surprised, and about 
300 came in from West Liberty a day or two since in some confusion, 
which leads me to suspect that they have heard from your scouts. My 
information 1s of such a character as to induce me to believe it is re- 
hable. 

The plan of our joint operations will be understood from the accom- 
panying map.* My messenger willreach you on Sunday morning. You. 
will at onee take up your line of march toward Prestonburg, by the way 
of Hazel Green and Burning Spring. Send a sufficiently strong force 
by way of West Liberty and Licking Station to protect your flank, and 
hold itself in readiness either to join you from the latter place or to pro- 
ceed directly to Paintsville, according to the necessities of the case. 
You will advance with the greatest dispatch to Prestonburg, and if the 
enemy continues to hold his present position, 9 miles north of Preston- 
burg, as indicated on the inclosed map, you will advance toward him 
along the road from Prestonburg, to attack him in the rear or cut off 
his retreat, while my force attacks him from the Paintsville road. I 
shall hope you will be able to reach Prestonburg by Wednesday or 
Thursday. I shall leave this point on Monday; shall advance by easy 
marches; shall endeavor to keep his attention directed this way, and 
shall hope to offer him battle on Thursday or Friday. Our hope of suc- 
cess depends upon the celerity, promptness, and unity of our move- 
ments. Not having heard from you, I am left in some doubt of your 
being able to carry out the part of the programme assigned to you. 
There may also be enemies on your route that I do not know of. Make 
a full report of your situation to me by the express rider who delivers 
this, and he will return your answer to me in time to make any change 
in the plan which may be necessary. The opportunity is now before us, 
and I shall expect every effort will be made toimprove it. The messen- 
ger will report to you verbally our strength and condition. 

Very respectfully, yours, J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


P. S. We shall be able to communicate with each other at several 
points on your route. 


*Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Tom's Creck, January 3, 1862. 


Col. JONATHAN CRANOR, 
Commanding Fortieth Ohio Volunteers : 


DEAR Srr: My messenger, who was sent to you, did not reach me 
till Wednesday evening. Fearing he had been captured, I halted at 
the end of one day’s march, and dispatched another, who met the first 
one 18 miles on the way, and returned with him. I then moved on to 
this place, and have this evening succeeded in getting my trains here, 
over almost impassable roads. From what I have learned of the coun- 
try through which you are to pass I am quite sure you cannot have 
made more than half or two-thirds the distance to Prestonburg. I 
send a messenger to apprise you of the present posture of the enemy 
and of my force. 

The main body of his force is encamped on Hagar’s farm, about 3 
miles from Paintsville, on the road leading to Prestonburg. He has a 
force of from 300 to 400 cavalry encamped at the mouth of Jennie’s 
Creek, 2 miles above Paintsville, on Paint Creek. 

It is rumored that he has re-enforceements coming in from Virginia 
by way of Piketon. This is only a rumor, to whichI do not give much 
credit, but which you will need to inquire into. 

The tardiness with which my Kentucky forces are coming up, together 
with the ascertained character of the roads over which you are to pass, 
leads me to delay the time of our attack. You will advance as rapidly 
as possible, but with great caution as you approach the vicinity of the 
enemy. I shall probably be at the mouth of Jennie’s Creek on Monday 
night. 

We must immediately open and maintain a line of safe communica- 
tion between our two columns. Let me hear from you very often. 

Very truly, yours. 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Pardee, January 5, 1862. 


Capt. P. BUNKER, 
Commanding Post, Louisa, Ky.: 

DEAR Sir: Your report of yesterday, containing an intercepted let- 
ter of Dr. Shelton, is just received.* I am very much gratified with 
the intelligence that you have killed or disabled Smith and captured 
some of his associates. Send away all such men as fast as possible. 
You are doing good service in your present position, as the enemy is 
evidently anxious to outflank me and, if possible, cut off my supplies. 
Make frequent reports of your operations and give me any information 
you may obtain which will forward the success of our expedition. I 
sent you full orders a few days since, which I hope have reached you 
before this. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


*Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Pardee, January 5, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. J. D. Cox. 


Commanding Division of Kanawha: 

DEAR Sir: I am now within 5 miles of Paintsville. The main force 
of the enemy is entrenched on two hills, 3 miles back of the town, on the 
road to Prestonburg. Tive hundred of his cavalry are encamped at the 
mouth of Jennie’s Creek, 2 miles west of Paintsville. We are skirmishin g 
with his scouts daily. He has lately been re-enforced by 400 of Jenkins’ 
cavalry and a few hundred men who were driven in from West Liberty 
by the Fortieth Ohio, which is advancin g toward Prestonburg. My 
Kentucky forces are very slow in coming up, and I have but 1,300 men 
here, though I expect 500 of the Twenty -second Kentucky to reach me 
in a few days. I am also exceedingly glad to hear that Colonel Bolles, 
of your department, is coming with 500 cavalry to join me. For this I 
am under great obligations to you. 

By examining the position of our own and the enemy’s forces, I believe 
if the force which you have sent to Logan County could be sent west- 
ward, and act in concert with our forces here, the enemy’s retreat could 
be coinpletely cut off, and his whole ariny, which now amounts to from 
4,000 to 5,000, could be captured. I have learned that there is a feasi- 
ble route from Logan County to the Big Sandy down the valley of John’s 
Creek, or, in case the enemy should retreat, your column could head 
him off on his route from Prestonburg to Piketon. 

If it is consistent with the interests of your command, I hope you will 
allow that column to act in concert with me. 

Very truly, yours, 
.J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Pardee, January d, 1862, 
Capt. JAcoB HEATON, 
Acting Assistant Commissary Subsistence : 

DEAR Sir: My messenger has just returned, bringing your dis- 
patches.* Iam exceedingly grateful for the very prompt and energetic 
inanner in which you have pushed our interests in regard to re-entorce- 
ments. It took nearly two days for us to get our own train over the 
mountains to this place, 3 miles from our former camp. Here I have 
waited two days to hear from our re-enforcements. We are now within 
5 miles of Paintsville and 6$ miles from the mouth of Jennie’s Creek, 
where the rebel cavalry are encamped. We have had two slight skir- 
nishes with their pickets within the last twenty-four hours. They have 
been re-enforced within the last few days, and I have some reason to 
believe that Jenkins has joined them with 400 of his men. 

I am exceedingly anxious to reach the river, where we can get stores 
by boat, and also I desire to occupy the mouth of Jennie’s Creek. I 
expect to move to-morrow, and if Colonel Bolles’ cavalry reaches me I 
shall be able to accomplish both these purposes soon. 

From a messenger just arrived I learn that part of Colonel Lindsey’s 
force has reached Louisa, and part of the rest will be there this evening. 
Now the river has so raised that I think his regiment can be taken up 


* Not found. 
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the river to the mouth of Muddy Branch, a little below the mouth of 
Paint Creek; at any rate, they can be taken to the mouth of George’s 
Creek. I hope you have succeeded in getting Colonel Lightburn’s regi- 
ment to come up and co-operate with us. The enemy is rallying for a 
desperate effort, and the expedition is growing up to proportions that 
I did not at first expect, but if our friends come up to the work our 
prospect is very good. I have sent by the messenger who bears this a 
dispatch to General Cox, asking him to move his expedition to Logan 
Court-House, westward, and help cut off the enemy’s retreat. Please 
send forward the dispatch.* ; 
* * * * * * % 
Very truly, yours, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Pardee, January 5, 1862. 


Maj. J. J. HOFFMAN, 
Commanding Squadron Second Virginia Cavalry: 


DEAR SiR: Your messenger has just arrived (11 o’clock p. m.) with 
your letter, inclosing a letter from Colonel Bolles. I can answer your 
inquiries in no better way than to state my own and the enemy’s posi- 
tions, which you will understand from the inclosed maps. t 

The main body of the rebel force is occupying a fortified hill 3 miles 
back of Paintsville, on the road leading to Prestonburg. At the mouth 
of Jennice’s Creek, 4 or 5 miles from the main camp, there are from 400 
to 500 rebel cavalry encamped. They are actively engaged in arresting 
Union men and plundering Union property. Our scouts have had two 
or three skirmishes with them within the last two days. I have only 
two companies (175) of cavalry, and they have not yet obtained tbeir 
full outfit, and have had but little driil. I cannot rely upon them for 
much more than scout duty. 

I am exceedingly glad to hear that Colonel Bolles’ command is on the 
way toassist me; and it is my purpose to move on toward Paintsville, 
via the mouth of Muddy Branch, to-morrow, and send Colonel Bolles, in 
connection with my squadron of cavalry, to attack the rebel cavalry, 
and cut them off or drive them back as soon as his force arrives. I was 
greatly in hopes that he would reach here to-morrow, and advance upon 
the enemy at the same time that my column moves down another route 
to occupy Paintsville. I hope you will find it consistent with your 
orders from superior officers in your department to join me at once, and 
LT hope Colonel Bolles will come on as soon as possible. I am informed 
that he can pass around by the headwaters of the Blaine and reach this 
point as soon as he could by the way of Louisa. He can take that route 
with safety. 

By the united efforts of all our forces I have strong hopes that we may 
capture the whole army under General Marshall. 

Hoping to see you soon, I am, dear sir, very respectfully, yours, 

J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


*Some matter of detail omitted. tNot fonnd. 
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Mouth of Muddy Branch, January 6, 1862. 


Major MCLAUGHLIN, 
Commanding Squadron Cavalry: 


DiAR SiR: Information has just been received that the enemy has 
broken up his camp and retreated precipitately. It is of the utmost 
Importance that we know the truth of this report, and, if true, that we 
know the direction he has taken. You will therefore send forthwith a 
part of your command, under a discreet officer, who shall proceed to 
Jennie’s Creek and learn whether the enemy is stil] there, and, if so, 
whether he has been re-enforced. If he has left, try to discover the route 
he has taken. I leave the number subject to your discretion, but would 
suggest 40 or 50. I shall expect a report from you at an early hour in 
the morning. A messenger from George’s Creek tells me that Colonel 
Bolles will not reach you till to-morrow noon. 

Very truly, yours, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
| Camp Buell, January 24, 1862. 


Lieut. Col. J. R. BRowN, 
Fourteenth Tegiment Kentucky Volunteers : 


Str: You are ordered to take command of a detachment of 130 men, 
with a complement of company officers, and start to-morrow morning, at 
as early an hour as practicable, to the cliffs of Little Sandy. The object 
of your expedition is to capture or disperse a body of the enemy who — 
are occupying that vicinity and are committing depredations upon the 
property of citizens. If in your judgment the success of your enter- 
prise demands it, you are authorized to detach a commissioned officer 
and a squad of men to guard such passes as the enemy would be likely 
to escape through. 

You are hereby empowered to arrest and bring to these headquarters 
ali persons who are aiding or abetting the rebellion, and who in your 
judgment are dangerous to the Union cause. I have ordered the quar- 
termaster of the I*ourteenth Kentucky to send with you a commissary 
sergeant, who will provide by purchase such provisions as the forces 
under your command are entitled to by law, but are unable to take with 
them. Your command will take three days’ cooked rations in their 
haversacks, and will carry nothing in their knapsacks but their blankets. 
Each man must have 30 rounds of ammunition. 

I shall expect you to return at the end of five days. If the-suecess 
of your expedition requires it, you are authorized to extend the time to 
six days, but no longer, without orders from me. 

Very truly, yours, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
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Keports of Brig. Gen. Humphrey Marshall, C. S. Army, conmnanding bri- - 
gade, with instructions from War Department. 


CAMP AT PAINTSVILLE, JOHNSON County, Ky., 
December 22, 1861. 


GENERAL: I had the pleasure to receive your favor of the 10th 
instant* on last evening. In reply permit me to express my eratifica- 
tion that the misapprehension by my friend Major-General Crittenden 
of the extent of his jurisdiction and your prompt rectification of what 
seemed to circumscribe vastly my sphere of proposed usefulness have left 
me nothing to complain of in regard to the matter and nothin g to regret, 
except the hope it seems to have inspired Colonel Stuart’s regiment 
with, that the field of its operations would be one more agreeable than 
the mountains. 

I have been compelled to arrest Colonel Moore, of the regiment from 
Virginia, to be called the Twenty-eighth when organized, aud I have 
directed him to remain at Abingdon (his home) until you order a court 
to try his case. I shall hereafter forward the charges and specifications, 
if I shall consider it absolutely essential to press the matter to a hear- 
ing. Tor the present I merely remark that I have been trying to move 
his command forward to Prestonburg since the 6th day of November. 
I telegraphed to him from Wytheville at that time, directing him to 
move. 1 saw him there on the 9th of November, and explained to him 
the apprehensions I entertained f.r Colonel Williams’ safety; urged him 
to move his regiment. I then gave him written orders to move imme- 
diately on receiving arms and ammunition. I left Wytheville in person 
and went forward to the Richlands, in Tazewell (62 miles), crossed over 
to a point only 20 miles back of Abingdon, and thence to this place. 
From Pound Gap I urged Colonel Moore to come forward with his com- 
mand. I wrote to him, demanding some explanation of his conduct. 
He rendered it and set a day to start, but he did not start at the time 
appointed; and when he did start, he only moved 3 or 4 or 5 miles per 
day, and finally halted between Abingdon and Clinch River, on the 
ground that he had promised his men not to move them across Clinch 
River until their wages were paid. Officers of this command came and 
went by his column; some of them made speeches to Colonel Moore’s 
men. I bore all this in silence, but disapprovin gly. The command was 
finally brought forward to the other side of Cumberland Mountain last 
Saturday (eight days ago), and there it halted a gain, and the colonel sent 
ine a message that he was doing all he could to get forward, but his men 
would not come, and he had to go back after some he had permitted to go 
home to prepare wood for the winter for their families, &c., and expected 
to be detained for some seven or eight days, but would do his best ; and 
[ heard: that the command was in a terrible condition, so far as disci- 
pline is concerned; and this last news and message seemed to leave me 
10 alternative but to try to bring the command forward under the charge 
of the lieutenant-colonel or the major. Therefore I ordered Colonel 
Moore in arrest, and directed him to return to his home until you could 
order an investigation of his case. My sole object is to get his men into 
the field; [dowt believe be ever will. I can’t say that he does not desire 
to do so, but it is plain that if he keeps his own illegal promises to his 
soldiers at the expense of peremptory orders from his superior officer, 
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and at the risk of others whose safety might be dependent on his move- 
ments, he is a very unsafe depositary of military trust; and if he wants 
to doright, yet can’t command his men to march after more than thirty 
days of experiment, he should yield place to somebody who can. 

I make this explanation to you because I am aware I ought to send 
forward charge and specification now, but 1 have no desire to push 
Colonel Moore into any place from which he cannot recover, and I want 
to leave myself a little room to observe whether the arrest alone will 
not answer without a trial. 

Tam here, 33 miles above Louisa and about 60 miles from the Ohio River. 
Below me are several large towns: Louisa, 900 population; Catletts- 
burg, 1,000, at the mouth of the Sandy. Tour miles below Catlettsburg 
is Ashland, 1,200 population; 20 miles below is Greenupsburg; at 7 
niles below, on the Ohio side, is Ironton, with 4,500 population, and this 
is the terminus of a railroad running to the interior of Ohio. At 25 
miles from Catlettsburg and direcily back of Ashland is Grayson, the 
county site of Carter County, Kentucky, with a few hundred population. 
The whole range is supported mainly by working coal and iron, and the 
capital employed is mainly belonging to Ohio men. The population is 
generally against the South. I have taken position here, and have 
arrested one man within 10 miles of Louisa, the only arrest I have sane- 
tioned. I sent him to the post at Pound Gap, to be detained there until 
further orders. He ought to have been shot; he is a native of Tennes- 
see, and I found him with an Enfield rifle in hand, a Lincoln uniform on 
his back, orders in his pockets, and the proof was positive that he was 
in company when two Southern-rights men were killed by Lincoln bands, 
and when a store was robbed, aud that he was here with Nelson’s com- 
mand, vaporing through these streets, conducting himself towards old, 
respectable, and defenseless females in the most brutal and insolent 
manner; in one instance making an old lady named Preston (the wife of 
a very respectable old man whom they bailed at $25,000) cook for a 
mess of Irish and Dutch soldiers for a whole week in her own house. I 
felt like having him shot, but thought imprisonment was probably the 
best course to take with him. 

The Presideut has released, unfortunately, at least three very bad 
men, Whom Colonel Williams sent to Richmond before my arrival on 
this frontier. I have a battalion of those special-service men in Pound 
Gap, and I will send my prisoners there until they have been reported 
at Richmond. My policy is conciliatory to the people, and I think is 
having a good effect, but when I arrest a man against whom the proof 
is plain and whose guilt is startling, I shall secure him so certainly that 
nothing but supericr authority to mine can relieve him. I have with 
ine here Trigg’s and part of Williams’ regiment, and Jeftress’ battery of 
four pieces, and 380 mounted men; in all about 1,100 men. The mounted 
battalion, about 400 men, is at Licking Station, 16 miles from this place, 
covering the roads which lead in from the direction from Lexington and 
Paris. My scouts report about 1,200 men at Catlettsburg and 400 of 
Rosecrans’ cavalry at Louisa. They have made no demonstration in 
this direction as yet. Zeigler’s regiment is at Ceredo, 3 miles above 
Catlettsburg. 

Knowing that Colonel Stuart has not left Abingdon, and that Moore 
has not crossed the Cumberland, Iam somewhat embarrassed about 
putting anything into motion which is not strictly defensive. However, 
IT sent forward a detachment of mounted men as far as West Liberty, in 
Morgan County, and covered tlie march of about 50 unarmed recruits to 
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my camp, collecting at the same time a drove of about 130 hogs, and 
making contracts for about 30,000 weight of bacon for my command. 

The Union men stampeded in every direction, for it was reported that 
I had an army pouring from the hills and numbering at least 10,000. 
Some of my men were thrown out in advance of West Liberty, and 
actually went down to Mount Sterling, within 20 miles of Paris. The 
Union men were absconding even from Mount Sterling. I formed a 
military plan thereupon, Which I shouid have about 1,500 cavalry to 
execute, and it is to sweep down on the railroad from Lexington to Cin- 
cinnati and destroy it. IL could have done it before this time if I had 
1.000 cavalry. I can do it before a month passes if I have the number 
mentioned, and my opinion is that your column would find your adver- 
sary in retreat directly or so detaching force to assail me that you could 
march directly on Louisville. I think I shall be able, as it is, to employ 
some 6,000 or 8,000 of them, and can occasionally whip them when cir- 
cumstances favor me. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General, &e. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON. 


Camp THREE MILES FROM PAINTSVILLE, Ky. 
December 30, 1861. 


GENERAL: I wrote you a few days ago when I supposed I should be 
engaged with the enemy during the day. Word was sent to my head- 
quarters, just before day on Christmas morning, that the enemy was fir- 
ing on Colonel Wiiliams’ pickets, but this proved a falsealarm. I have 
seen no enemy as yet, though I hear daily reports of the manner in 
which he is surrounding me. I suppose it is true that there is to be an 
eftort to circumvent and to destroy this column, but I take great pleas- 
ure in declaring to you that I am cheered by the hone that it will grow 
so strong with the people as to foil our enemies. Since my last, Colo- 
nel Moore has actually arrived at my camp with a battalion of about 450 
men. He passed the courier who conveyed my order of arrest, and as 
he had come I determined not to press it upon him; better to make out 
fair with what I have than to commence with a court-martial. 

I take pleasure in informing the Department that the business of re- 
cruiting is now going on elegantly. I have received for the last three 
days new recruits from the interior of Kentucky at the rate of (0 per 
day, and ny information is that a great number will join me. May I beg 
the Department to send me without delay arms to place in their hands. 
Itis now for the Department to settle the question of raising an army 
in Kentucky by its answer to this request. I have intormed you that 
the people have been disarmed by the Unionists, and therefore they can- 
not bring arms out here. Ihave adopted this plan: I arm abont 20 and 
send in after the recruits, aud this armed party gathers the boys and 
places arms in their hands, and then the whole march to me. None have 
been attacked as yet. I have placed all who have yet come in Colonel 
Williams’ regiment, so as to fill it. That regiment now has full 1,0C0 
men in the field. I have commenced the formation of the second regi- 
ment of infantry, and I think from present appearances that I shall have 
a second regiment formed in a short time, and as the matter progresses 
and the volume increases it will accelerate in movement, unless it shall 
appear that there are no arms and ammunition to distribute. Iam aware 
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of the existing law. Ihave so far placed in the hands of the men the 
arms I received from Governor Letcher. I transferred the Belgian 
rifles to the men who were the best drilled, and have old flint-lock mus- 
kets to place in other hands, but these will soon be exhausted. You 
ought to have other arms furnished, and let me issue them to the men 
who will enlist for the year. No man comes for an enlistment fora 
longer period, but I believe nearly all will serve again after this term is 
out should the war continue. 

I send you inelosed a slip from one of ny friends at Paris.* It is not 
signed, lest it might expose him if it fell into the hands of the enemy, 
but it is from a gentleman named Richard Lindsay, of Bourbon, and who 
-is well posted. It will give you an idea of the feeling of the people 
who are under the rod of the oppressors, but who are powerless because 
disarmed. I must have arms, and it is useless to go in until I have 
them. My men here are anxious to march for the interior as we are, but 
I know that would be madness. I must have a mounted force raised in 
some way; must then dash forward with it, break up the railroad trom 
Cincinnati to Lexington, deploy it as foragers through the country, and 
then follow with my infantry and artillery, and organize my force as I 
go. This is my plan in brief. When I do go, I must have arms to give 
to those who flock to my standard, otherwise they can but encumber 
me. My idea has always been to have an army effective when I reached 
my own scction, and there its operations could be combined with the 
operations of other corps, under the general control of General A. 8. 
Johnston, and to be directed by him, I hope, upon Cincinnati and the 
enemy’s country. 

I learn from a well-informed person that three regiments from Ohio 
were seen to pass Maysville a few days ago en voyage for the mouth ot 
the Sandy, and that it was said three others were coming down from 
Wheeling or Pittsburgh. I shallnot be surprised to be pressed upon by 
coluinns of from 6,000 to 10,000 men in the agg: egate. 

Iestimate my own force this morning as equal to 3,000. Say, Williams, 
1,000; Trigg, 550; Moore, 450; mounted battalion, 400; battery of four 
pieces, equal G00 men—total, 3,000. 

1 regret that Colonel Stuart has not moved from Abingdon yet. I 
learn that both officers and soldiers of that regiment are very averse to 
this service, and I suggest that in such mood they will be of very little 
service. I have no inclination to command men who pick soft places, 
and I would prefer regiments that are willing to sacrifice comfort to the 
cause they serve. It is not with me the best sign to know that a regi- 
ment loiters on the way-side when its absence endangers the safety and 
efficiency of a whole command. I would be willing, so far as | am con- 
cerned, to exchange Colonel Stuart’s regiment for any other the Depart- 
ment may think proper to send me, but I hope some one will be sent 
without delay. Really, I think that if affaizs in East Tennessee will 
admit of it, this column would be rendered very potent by the deploy- 
ment of the force now there upon this line asa base. To strengthen 
me disturbs Cincinnati awfully ; they call on General Buell at once for 
help, and draw away from Nashville and Bowling Green. It is the ap- 
plication of a counter-irritant to their tender spot instead of to ours. It 
has the advantage of enabling me to move forward where they are ex- 
posed, and they will be compelled to let me bring the population to our 
side and arm it in their rear, or detach enough from their main body to 
maneuver with me. | 


7 * Not found. 
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My present purpose is to remain here until I hear from you in response 
to these views. If I retreat, I shall retreat directly upon the interior of 
Kentucky, so as to draw the enemy away from his facilities of water 
transportation and to fall myself into the midst of friendly populations. 
I regard West Liberty, in Morgan County, as the great center of Eastern 
Kentucky, and shall makeit my main depot hereafter when I do move. 
It is 75 miles from Maysville, 76 miles from the mouth of the Sandy, 65 
miles from Irvine, and 78 miles from Pound Gap, and 70 miles from 
Paris. If you will put the center at West Liberty and describe the cir- 
cle, you will see it passes nearly through all the points mentioned. The 
distances I give are by the roads. 

I hear that changes of popular opinion very favorable to us are going ° 
on between this and the mouth of the Sandy. Indeed, prominent men 
have made overtures to me indirectly, which I shall try and improve 
into a well cemented friendship. Nor am I without some hope that the 
Kentucky regiments below me in the enemy’s lines will become dis- 
affected to vheir cause; but these matters, general, have not taken such 
shape as yet as to authorize ine to speak of them more definitely now. 

I have directed civic administration to be instituted in the counties 
along this frontier upon the basis of allegiance to the Confederate States. 
This must force an issue at once or will transfer the people, for it is im- 
possible that when magistrates, constables, sheriffs, clerks, recorders, and 
judges are sworn in under the provisional government and revenues are 
collected by our officers another system can occupy the same space at 
the same time. 

1 sent to Pound Gap as a prisoner one Dr. Chilton, and have him 
there in custody. He ought to have been shot, for he is one of the very 
worst men in this country and has been a scourge to our friends. T 
propose to send my prisoners to Pound Gap, where the battalion sta- 
tioned there can easily guard them, and the winds of the Cumberland 
Heights can ventilate them properly. I havea log house erected there 
for their especial accommodation. Mr. Chilton is the only tenant as yet. 
Mr. Diltz would have been better there, I fear, than at large. One Mr. 
Tilson (a deputy United States marshal) ventured to Paintsville yester- 
day, and { had him arrested last night, but have not seen him yet. He 
is represented as bold and sagacious, and 1s probably here as a spy from 
the interior. I shall look to his case after daybreak. Iam gratified to 
inform you that my topography of this country promises to be so minute 
as to be very valuable to the Department, as it has been already to me. 

The line of couriers established by me works very well, arriving reg- 
ularly Wednesdays and Saturdays from Abin edon and departing next 
day. It runs along my line of transportation, and serves to warn me of 
any interruption between this and my point of supply. Inanemergency, 
by telegraphing to Abingdon, you can express to me from Richmond in 
thirty hours. 

I shall have to determine for myself the question of subsistence 
referred to you from Jetiersonville, Va., in N ovember, unless I shall be 
favored with a speedy reply. 

I am, your obedient servant, 
H. MARSHALL, 
7 Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

General 8. CooPEr, : 

Adjutant and Inspector-General. 
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CAMP HAGAR, 
Three Miles from Paintsville, Johnson Co., IKy., Jan. 3, 1862. 


GENERAL: Iam yet in camp at the same point from which my last 
was dated, but in much closer proximity to the enemy. I suppose that 
I shall cértainly be engaged to-day or to-morrow, for if he does not, I 
will. The force in front of me numbers some 4,000 as nearly as I can 
ascertain it, and I have had their encampments inspected. They have 
Garfield’s Ohio regiment, from Mansfield, Olio, which is 1,000 strong ; 
it passed Catlettsburg 1,020 strong; aregiment from Parkersburg, Va., 
Laban T. Moore’s Kentucky regiment, and Lindsey’s Kentucky regi- 
ment, as nearly as I can learn the commanders, McLaughilin’s Ohio 
cavalry, 200 strong, and what artillery I cannot learn. They have in- 
trenched at Peach Orchard, 17 miles below this place, but Garfield and 
Moore and their cavalry have advanced to Sycamore Creek, which is 7 
miles from Paintsville. Their reserve was expected to come up last 
night and I suppose they will advance to-day on Paintsville. If theydo 
not, I will make a close reconnaissance in force of them to-morrow my- 
self. I would await them in position (for I, too, have intrenched), but 
there is a heavy force advanced from Mount Sterling, which approaches 
me on the other side, consisting of Cranor’s Ohio regiment, 750 strong 
(as it passed Paris), and another regiment, supposed to be Mundy’s 
Kentucky regiment, with 500 cavalry and a battery; say, in all, 2,500 
men. I must retreat or fight them before they combine, and I prefer 
the latter. 

Sinee my last, Colonel Moore has arrived with about 330 men. He 
did not receive my order of arrest, and as he had actually come up I 
determined to try him again, and so pretermitted the arrest altogether. 
Colonel Stuart’s [regiment] is still at Abingdon—himself sick at Rich- 
mond—the regiment having only about 200 fit for duty, and these trifling 
with the question of transportation. Ihavesent the most positive orders 
for them to march with such transportation as they can get, but to 
march at once, and they have received the like order direct from the 
Department of War, “to march what they have, if it is but ten.” 

I have no forms upon which to make up the monthly brigade report 
and have just called on my adjutant-general for it. I hope to forward 
it by the next courier, and shall then be able, I hope, to report my con- 
dition after a fight, as I now do, in abstract, before it: 





Trige’s regiment, Fifty-fourth Virginia......---------. ------ -- 220) eee eee ee eee 669 
Moore’s regiment, Twenty-ninth Virginia. ...--. 2... -- ee eee ee ee cee eee ee ee 20 
Williams’ regiment, Sixth Kentucky (nine companies).....----- .------------- 756 
Simms’ mounted. battalion ..2.-. 222. ccececncns cced caine sec cine ens cs eae tens cons SYED) 
Worsham’s company (Williams’ regiment)..-....----.------ 2-2-0 2 -e ones eee 50 
Jetiress’ battery (four pieces) 2... saco2- cces essence sesene cee s ce eeee sees ee 60 

OCA sac.ccws Bakecewateeteaee os ues Wee tees: eee eee eee 2, 240 


But these are not all fit for duty; measles and mumps have played 
sad work among the men. The field report of yesterday shows non- 
commissioned officers and men present and fit for duty: 





Triga@’s TEGIMENE - 22s osg socio se scien ee cays meso eeeeee oe ests Sess seeeeene ose . 578 
Williams’ repiment 42. 225004 .220 sceecedas sce esse cee seeeleeeneee ieee eoeeeies 594 
Mounted, battalion 4.0.4 hoes see ociehewee ss cue eine ceee se Seae sees Scrat Dee 360 
Jetlress’ DAtlGTy <cesnee send waa ce ancke news osbiscce cesw Seek Seemen ace Meneses wees 58 
NOOrl 6. BeCUMeNt cso wcaca eee din se esceceosed ue eessl casas ocelot ons ee seeh eos 327 
1,917 

Add Worsham’s company (at Petersburg) ..-... 22. .-022+ ---+ cee cece 50 





LOtal 2ssies sie secnisc cesses take Sashes sees Seee ase ee ben est ceuete cesses 1, 967 
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Thus you see the force I command, which I supposed when I came 
here would be 5.000 to commence on. This return is accurate as exhib- 
iting the actual strength, but many of Colonel Williams’ men are un. 
drilled; some of the companies have not been in camp more than a week. 
I flatter myself the enemy is as green as my force. They have blocked 
up the roads and stopped my chance of recruits again. If I can I will 
open them, and if I retreat I shall retreat upon Paris and rouse the 
country as I go or fall in the effort, for I know that if I am driven over 
the mountains again our cause in Kentucky is lost. 

Since my last, our pickets and those of the enemy have come into 
contact. We took 5 horses and a sergeant and 3 men; they belong to 
_McLaughlin’s squadron. They were well mounted and finely armed — 
sabers and navy revolvers in sword belt, and Sharp’s breech. loading 
carbine, rifled. I put the arms and horses in my mounted battalion, as 
some of the men were dismounted, and I wished to stimulate them to 
catch more of the adverse party. They caught the horse of the guide, 
but not the guide. The picket consisted of about 30, and my party was 
about 25, under Captain Thomas. He cut off the vedettes of the picket 
aud returned to camp for force to take the whole party, but when he 
returned they had gone, leaving one or two dragoon hats behind and 
the horse of their guide, indicating on their part a speedy movement. 
I have the prisoners, and will send them on to Pound Gap by the first 
opportunity. 

The people hereabouts are perfectly terrified or apparently apathetic. 
I imagine most of them are Unionists, but so ignorant they do not under- 
stand the question at issue. I suggest through you to Governor John- 
son to send me blank commissions for magistrates, sheriffs, and consta- 
bles, clerks, and county judges, so that civic order may be reinstituted ; 
also to send a commission of circuit judge to Harvey Burns, that courts 
may be holden at proper times. The people should learn that they belong 
to the Southern Confederacy, and the State provisional government by 
its operations should be seen and not merely heard of. 

Iam, truly, &e., 
H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General, C. 8S. Army. 


General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, C. S. A. 


Camp AT MARTIN’S MILL, ON BEAVER CREEK, 
Floyd County, Kentucky, January 14, 1862. 


GENERAL: When I reported last the enemy was gathering in consid- 
erable force to my front and upon my left flank, near Paintsville, in 
Johnson County. The force in my front advanced to the mouth of 
Sycamore Creek, 5 miles from my position at Paintsville, and remained 
in camp there several days. This force was about 4,000 strong. It was 
stated in the Cincinnati Enquirer of December 28 to consist of five full 
regiments of infantry, 200 cavalry, and two batteries of field artillery, 
the whole under Colonel Garfield, of Ohio, acting as chief of brigade. 

It was my purpose to wait the attack of this force at Hagar’s farm, 
near Paintsville, but I intercepted a letter from Colonel Garfield, ad- 
dressed to Colonel Cranor, commanding the Fortieth Ohio Volunteers, 
by which I learn that the latter, with a cavalry force of 400 to 500, was 
advancing from West Liberty upon Prestonburg. My scouts having 
reported their count of this force at 1,300 at Salyersville, 16 miles upon 
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my left, I presumed that the object of the enemy was to mass large 
forces in my rear while he attacked with superior force in my front. 

My determination was at once formed to mask my front with my 
cavalry battalion, so as to prevent communication between the country 
people and the enemy, and by a lateral movement to the Prestonburg 
road, leading to Salyersville, to intercept and fight Colonel Cranor 
before his arrival at the post he was expected to occupy. I found the 
roads nearly impassable. With great labor my battery was moved 6 
miles, but some of my wagons could not move 4 miles. It was the 
second day before I passed from the State road leading from Salyers- 
ville to Prestonbureg. | 

On January 9 I had sent a detachment to the mill. 1 mile below Pres- 
tonburg, near to which I was compelled to draw (to make bread for my 
men), aud the enemy drove them away during the night. 

On the morning of the 10th I learned from my pickets that the enemy 
was passing in force from Abbott’s Creek to Middle Creek, and were 
apparently pursuing me, the Fortieth Ohio having effected a junction 
with the rest by passing down Paint Creek. I was on my way to this 
place, because it is the nearest point to my camp of January 8 at which 
I could get meal to make bread. I permitted my transportation train 
to move along the road I was traveling, and I halted and formed my 
command for battle. 

The enemy came in sight about 10 a. m. and we engaged about 12 m. 
He was very slow in making his advance and general dispositions. I 
send ineclosed a sketch of the ground upon which the battle took place,* 
from which you will see that my battery was at first placed in the gorge 
of the mouth of the Left Fork of Middle Creek. Williams’ regiment, 
Moore’s regiment, and part of the mounted battalion, fighting on foot, 
occupied the spurs and heights upon my right; Trigg’s regiment occu- 
pied the height covering the battery; Witcher’s and Holliday’s com- 
panies in reserve in rear of the battery; Thomas’ and Clay’s companies, 
dismounted and armed with Belgian rifles, thrown forward on the oppo- 
site side of Middle Creek to the heights commanding the plain of main 
Middle Creek, and resisted any advance of skirmishers from the oppo- 
site heights. 

The enemy, having come through a defile to the left of main Middle 
Creek, first deployed a large force on the heights to his right, then ad- 
vanced a regiment to the middle of the plain, covered by cavalry, and 
rested his left and his reserves at the base of the hills, which were 
manned by my right. Our lines thus rested at an acute angle to each 
other. He first advanced his cavalry and center, but three discharges 
of artillery put the cavalry to flight, and if they did anything more 
during the day it was done on foot. We plainly heard the command to 
‘Force the cavalry forward,” but the cavalry did not make its appear- 
ance again. The enemy charged up the points above the mouth of 
Spurlock’s Branch three times, but were repulsed with great loss. 

In the evening I shifted our smooth-bore 6-pounder, so as to bring it 
to the summit of the dip in the hill occupied by Trigg’s regiment, and 
obtained a fair flank fire at the enemy, while occupying a piney point 
in front of Moore’s regiment. This soon attracted a hot fire upon the 
gun, but no further damage than the shooting.of one of the artillery 
horses through the head. 

After an action which lasted about four hours the enemy withdrew his 
force, it then being night, and retired down Middle Creek, on the route 
to Prestonburg, whence, the next day, he retraced his steps to Paintsville. 


*See p. 51. 
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I submit herewith Colonel Moore’s report, and will send others as 
soon as the officers make them out. They have been called for, but are 
not yet prepared. I send Dr. Duke’s report of casualties. I think our 
Joss will amount to 11 killed and 15 wounded; not more.* The loss of 
the enemy was very severe. I understand he will report 1 killed and 
10 or 12 wounded; his-usual practice. We suppose dis loss to be over 
250 killed and about 300 wounded. These are the estimates of the 
neighbors. We saw his dead borne in numbers from the field, and the 
embarkation of his wounded was attested by several, who place these 
estimates upon the number. The field itself bears unerring testimony 
to his severe loss. 

I can only say to you, general, that my troops acted firmly and en- 
thusiastically during the whole fight ; and, though the enemy numbered 
some 0,000 to our 1,500, they were certainly well whipped. If I had 
had bread for my men (some of whom had had nothing to eat for thirty 
hours) I should have renewed the action after night; but an enemy 
greater than the Lincolnites (starvation) summoned me to reach a point 
where we might obtain food for man and horse. 

I pursued next day my march to this place, distant from the scene of 
action some 16 miles, which I accomplished in three days. My scouts 
informed me the enemy was at the same time returning to the points 
on the Sandy whence he came to disperse the “rebel force” I have the 
honor to command. 

This is the first mill where I could get bread. I halted here and 
pitched my camp, perfectly satisfied that unless the enemy shall be 
strongly re-enforced he will not seek to renew our acquaintance. 

In closing this account of my condition here I must let you know 
that this service cannot be advantageous to the Confederacy as it is 
now established. My force should be much greater or it should be 
withdrawn from this frontier altogether. Referring to the map, you 
will perceive that the Sandy River traverses from Piketon to its mouth 
about 100 miles, all of which is navigable by small-steamers at high 
stages of water, and is navigable to Louisa at nearly all stages of water, 
and nearly at all seasons of the year. Emptying into the Ohio directly 
in front of the rich valley of the Scioto, and with a direct connection 
with the Ohio River navigation, the line of the Sandy as a military 
line demands a corps @armée, simply because you must have a force 
sufficient to hold the point of its confluence with the Ohio, or your ad- 
versary can use the water transportation for his troops and land them 
in a few miles of your position fresh and ready for action. So he can 
in a night re-enforce them until he has a number sufficient to assure his 
success. I have found this objection to the line, and it has therefore 
been one of ny purposes to draw away from the Sandy River and to 
compel him to use transportation by land and to march his troops over 
the same kind of roads I travel. This has a tendency to bring us upon 
a plattorm of equality. | 

But, sir, this country will not furnish subsistence for even the troops 
I now have; therefore we must advance or we must retire. The snow 
is now upon the ground and the roads nearly impassable. Indeed, 
the roads are made through very narrow valleys—the water-courses— 
and frequently these water-courses are so swollen as not to be fordable, 
yet they cannot be avoided without traversing high and steep mount- 
ains, now covered with ice and inaccessible for horses. 

My troops now subsist by going to the tields, shucking the corn, 





* The nominal list shows 9 killed and 14 wounded. 
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shelling it, taking it to the mill, grinding the meal, and then taking it 
tocamp. This has been the only way they could be fed. The people 
of the country will do nothing. They will not assist to gather the corn 
nor to shell it, nor will they let us have the use of their horses, or any- 
thing that is theirs—nothing, either for love or money. They will not 
enter the army on either side, and seem to be actually terror-stricken. 
I have tried to shame them into a sense of what was due ta themselves 
and their families, but it is of no use. 

The one regiment now commanded by Colonel Williams has been 
raised in the mountain country, but the limit seems to have been 
reached, and the fact is those who have not yet taken part, who are 
poor, will not leave their families to starve in order to fight anybody’s 
battles on any side. 

I am told by the commissaries that this country will be exhausted of 
all supplies in two or three weeks at furthest. What am I then to do? 
If I had a force sufficient to probe the country and press to the foot 
of the hills in spite of opposition, the problem would be at once solved. 
I think that if such force cannot be supplied it would be better to retire 
this force from the line of the Sandy, and either place the command in 
winter quarters in some part of the Confederacy where they can be sup- 
plied with sufficient food or transfer it to some other theater of the war. 
I cannot war against nature. She demands food for men, and if it can 
only be had by subjecting the men to great exposure and toil, the serv- 
ice cannot be profitable to the Government. There would be some com- 
pensation for the wastage of our own force if the enemy were subjected 
to the same exposure, but men on foot cannot walk as fast as steamers 
can shift their position. 

I regret to say that these facts are apparent to everybody here, and 
they have produced a decided effect upon the Virginia troops In this 
coluinn, as you will see by a memorial to me I inclose for your consider- 
ation. I have merely replied to this memorial that I did not feel author- 
ized by my orders to go into winter quarters in Virginia, nor did I deem 
it politic to retire from this section of Kentucky so long as there is a 
hope of obtaining a force sufficient to advance into the country. 

I would add the suggestion, that if the Fifty-fourth Virginia, which is 
a capital regiment, is to be indulged in the wish expressed through its 
officers,* the First Kentucky, commanded by Colonel Taylor, might be 
Sent to its own State, to supply the place of that which retires. 

I was inspired with hope that the business of recruiting would go on. 
rapidly from the manifestations made for a few days; but the activity 
of the enemy seems to have established a surveillance over the interior 
more strict than ever. I have recruiting parties out in the adjoining 
counties, but I now receive no new levies from the interior. Unless I 
can force my way in, they will not be able or willing to come out. I 
made some suggestions on this head to the President. If they can be 
indulged, I am of the opinion most important consequences will flow 
from their immediate adoption, and I shall be enabled by that means 
to accomplish great good; but if they are not adopted, then I must 
observe that the wastage of energy and life in this column will not be 
compensated by any result the force at present under my charge can 
effect. | 

I write freely because I feel sincerely. I am willing to expose my 
own life to any hazard or to undergo any hardship for the cause. My 
observations you must regard as the views of one who calculates the 


— 





* See p. 52. 
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general good which will probably flow from the application of a given 
force. Lam most anxious to redeem Kentucky from the thraldom which 
now paralyzes her energy and seems to have chilled her courage. I 
think her own sons should perform the task; but, as she is now one of 
' the Confederate States, her interests become matters of general concern 
and her laches must be supplied by vigilance from other quarters. 

J desire to be informed of the views of the Government as speedily 
as possible, for I am in a country where I am compelled to subsist upon 
means which the people in the neighborhood will certainly require for 
their own support. 

I do not think it sound policy to abandon the State or to break up 
this column if you can possibly re-enforce it, but you are aware, as well 
as Lam, that 1,500 men cannot penetrate far before they must be over- 
powered and compelled to retreat. J came here to commence with 5,000 
men. I have never had 1,800 present and fit for duty. My men are 
now diseased with measles and mumps, and yet have no hospital accom- 
modations; exposed to snow and wet weather, yet have no overcoats 
and but few blankets. They do not murmur, but I know they feel the 
sacrifices they make, and I feel for them. 

I hope that at the Department of War, amid engagements that press, 
my wants will not be forgotten, and that you, general, will have a deter- 
mination formed at once, which shall result either in giving me an effect- 
ive force for winter operations, according to the plan submitted by me to 
President Davis, or that you will settle the minds of my Virginia friends 
who are with me, by letting them gointo winter quarters and giving me 
Kentuckians in their place, or let them know it cannot be done. Please 
telegraph me to Abingdon on receipt of this. 

Respectfully, 
H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier- General. 
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CAMP ON MIDDLE CREEK, Ky., January 9, 186°. 


As officers of your brigade, who have willingly rendered the promptest 
obedience to your orders, in no manner desiring to dictate to you as our 
superior officer, but feeling, with you, the deepest interest in the suc- 
cess of your command, we nevertheless feel constrained to make 
known to you, in the most respectful manner, our views and wishes, and 
solicit your earnest attention to them. We started from Virginia with 
but part of our men, leaving more than 209 sick, and since the first day’s 
snarch we have left all along the way our sick and disabled soldiers. 
The men now doing duty—and doing it without a murmur—have been 
necessarily subjected to hardships, exposure, and the deprivation of 
regular and adequate supplies of food, which are every day exhausting 
their energies and breaking down their health. Besides the ordinary 
inflammatory diseases incident to a winter campaign, fully one-half our 
men have been for more than a week suffering from dysentery and diar- 
rhea. These men are first-rate soldiers, whose term of enlistment does 
not expire until next fall, and whose strength and energies should be pre- 
served for the more active and efficient duties of the coming summer and 
fall; but we feel much more interested in the preservation of their healtb 
as our neighbors and friends who have at our solicitation entered into 
the service, and whose friends and families look to us for their satety and 
preservation. While we would be willing to make any sacrifice to ad- 
vance our cause, we feel satisfied that we can accomplish no good result 
this winter. The people among whom we have come have not appre- 
ciated our cause to the extent of quitting their homes to unite with us, 
and we are now in midwinter, in a country poorly provided with the 
means of subsistence, exposed to an enemy more than double or treble 
our number, with roads which, if not now entirely impassable, must 
shortly become blocked up with snow and ice. This condition of things 
inust necessarily increase the exposure of our men and render their sup- 
plies of food more uncertain, aud thus every day aggravate the causes 
which are now wasting their energies and strength. 

We do therefore most earnestly and respectfully solicit you to order 
our regiment to such point that we can go into winter quarters without 
the apprehension of being harassed by our enemies; where supplies can 
be procured and conveyed without the chance of failure, and the health 
and lives of our men can be preserved and protected. 

With due deference to your judgment, we suggest some point in Vir- 
ginia or Tennessee, contiguous to a line of railroad, where we can, dur- 
ing the winter, be subject to your orders, and from which we can move 
out in the spring strong, healthy, and abie to do efficient service in the 
cause we all have so much at heart. 

Most respectfully submitted. 


BURWELL AKERS, W. J. JORDAN, 
Captain Company I. Captain Company F. 
GEORGE H. TURMAN, A. DICKERSON, 
Captain Company G. Captain Company A. 
JACKSON GODBEY, H. SLUSHER, 
Captain Company B. Captain Company D. 
JNO. J. WADE, JAS. C. TAYLOR, 
Captain Company L4. Captain Company C. 
_JINO. S. DEYERLE, S. H. GRIFFITH, 
~ Captain Company Ix. Captain Company H. 


Brig. Gen. HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
Commanding First Brigade, Army of Eastern Kentucky. 
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MaRtin’s MILL, FLoyp County, KY., 
January 20, 1862. 

GENERAL: It seems the enemy and I have parted company for the 
present, he having fallen back to Paintsville and Louisa, I having come 
to this place for food, which is to be obtained in very limited supply. 

I have commenced and will execute a movement with the view of sub- 
sisting my command and of offering another front and line to the eneny, 
on which we shall both have marching to do, and on which he will be 
compelled to draw off from his water transportation. Itis the occupa- 
tion of the line of the Kentucky River above the three forks of that 
stream. With this v'ew, I have sent Colonel Trigg, with the Fifty-_ 
fourth Virginia aud Jeftress’ battery, to the head of Rock House Creek, 
to descend that stream to the Kentucky at Brashearsville; Moore and 
a part of Williams’ regiment to Carr’s Fork of the Kentucky, to descend 
that fork ; Colonel Williams, with the other battalion of his regiment and 
200 mounted men, up Jones’ Fork to Beaver Creek, with orders to de- 
scend Troublesome Creek, pass through Breathitt County, and to ascend 
the Kentucky and join me at Hazard, in the county of Perry, where I 
propose to concentrate my whole force, and to be ready to receive any 
re-enforcements it may be in your power to send or to receive such in- 
structions as the Department may choose to give. 

The force under my command is in bad condition. The Virginians, 
instructed, I incline to think, by the success of Colonel Stuart aud 
others in getting away from this mountain service, are hopeful and 
really impatient to go into winter quarters and beyond the mountains. 
Their argument has great force in it. He who undergoes the task of 
eathering the corn from the fields and preparing it himself for bread 
finds little time for military maneuver, and I can attest that the wastage 
of energy and health is enormous. But my Kentucky troops, though 
suttering under measles, mumps, and fever, and nearly reduced a half 
bv the diseases incident to their severe exposure through the fall and 
winter, are as impatient, whenever a transfer to any point out of the 
State is mentioned. Here in Kentucky they want to serve, and here 
they want to keep the field. From this quarter they want to be led for- 
ward “to the blue-grass” before they are anxious for any repose at all. 

I suggested in my letter two or three days since that in the event the 
Department should decide to withdraw the Fifty-fourth Virginia from 
the mountain service, I thought the First Kentucky Infantry, under 
Colonel Taylor, might supply its place, and so let me increase the Ken- 
tucky force in the column. I think it now proper to add that personally 
my feelings coincide with those of my Kentucky comrades ; but I have 
thought it a duty to lay before the Department the wishes and views of 
the Virginia troops under my command, as also the difficulty of this 
service, and leave the Department to judge. I hope and wish and ask 
that I may have the re-enforcements to carry out views I have heretofore 
submitted to the President, and which, I am informed by Major Hawes, 
you have been put in possession of. I feel a thorough conviction that 
it will exercise more influence upon grand results in Kentucky than any 
other movement that can be made with 2,000 cavalry anywhere, and that 
the resuit will be a general rising of our friends in the State. If this 1s 
not the result, I shall despair of rousing them at all. I hear that the 
enemy expects to post about 6,000 men at the base of the mountains, 
to keep me out and the young men of the State in. This is their pro- 
eramme, and they perfectly know my effective strength. I have felt it 
due to myself to tell you that I cannot move down with a force of 1,500 
or 1,600 men; if I do, I shall but march in to be marched out again, and 
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so do our cause more harm in this State than good. Tf Tean get the force 
in any way, [ want to move forward; if it is stated that the force ean- 
not be supplied, then I wiil remain here, to divert their force and peril 
uy Own reputation for the sake of our cause so long as the Government 
nay think it advantageous to demand the duty at my hands. The move 
Tam now making will throw me farther into the interior than I have yet 
been, and I hope, as I keep up my connections with Pound Gap and 
keep eastward of Cumberland Gap, it will not be considered beyond my 
orders ‘‘to protect and defend this frontier.” There is no enemy on this 
frontier this side of Paintsville ; there is scarcely a friend between that 
and the mouth of Sandy River near the line of the river. 

If you can give me the regiments I have asked for, to increase this 
column to 5,000 infantry, and give me 1,500 cavalry and a good artillery 
company (I have the guns at Pound Gap), I contidently advance the 
opinion that Ican go to Lexington. But it must be done quickly and 
silently. Itis the service I want. I further advance the opinion that it 
will result in great good to the general cause, even if I have to re- 
treat from the country afterwards. 

Major Hawes has explained to me the reason why Charles E. Marshall 
(being my brother) could not be appointed a disbursing officer to my 
command. Iconsider the rulea sound and good rule, and yield a ready 
submission to it. I commend him, however, in the strongest terms to 
the position in some other command, and request that the President will 
select for this command some map of equal capacity as my brigade 
quartermaster. My brother is a man of high business capacity, but not 
in very good health. If he will aecept the position in any other com- 
mand, devoted to the cause as I know he is and has been, I think he will 
prove a fine acquisition to the service wherever he may go. The only 
reason I wanted him was my knowledge of his energy, capacity, and in- 
tegrity. I would name Ed. 8S. Crutchiield as a man who would make a 
gocd quartermaster, but really I don’t know whether he would accept 
the place. He is at present at Bowling Green, I believe. I can com- 
mend his sound judgment and energy, but I don’t know much of his 
facility as an accountant, which is so very need{ul in the position. 

To turn from these to some minor points of detail: Yesterday Cap- 
tain Stratton offered himself, a first and third heutenant, 4 corporals, 
and 15 privates, being, as he said, part of a mounted company raised 
in Virginia for my command; that his other licutenant, sergeants, and 
some “oO meu were on the way; that his company was completely formed, 
but he did not know when his men could get out, as those he had were 
fired upon in Logan County, Virginia, in coming out. They propose to 
enlist for three years or during the war. I accepted the men and ad- 
ministered the oath, after subjecting them to the usual medical exami- 
nation. I told the ofticers I would accept them also, but could not promise 
them Commissions or pay unless the company should be filled ia a rea- 
sonable time to the legal standard. I have another squad of about 40, 
and stil another, about 35, mustered by General Zollicoffer, and trans- 
jerred to this column—incipient companies, which are in the same situa- 
tion. After a reasonable time I think these had best be consolidated ; 
but I did not think it prudent to turn off 20 recruits Jor the war merely 
because a full company was not presented. I hope the approbation of 
the Department will cover the course I have taken. 

Major Thompson, at Pound Gap, informs me that he believes he can 
raise two full companies out of the five companies of special-service 
nen at that place who will mount and enlist for the war, if I will per 
mit transfers so as to put the right men together. Some in one cow- 


Cnar. XVID} EASTERN KENTUCKY. 55 


pany will go, others will not. I have told him to make the transfers 
and present the two companies, and I will muster them in for the war, 
under his command. I propose then to attach the remaining three comn- 
panies to Colonel Moore’s regiment, so as to complete the Twenty-ninth 
Virginia aecording to your order, and I will assign the command of the 
post at Pound Gap to Major Giles (who is willing to accept it), and take 
‘Thompson into the field as an active officer. He is from the Mounted 
Rifle Corps, late of United States Army, and seems to be a competent 
officer for active service. I hope this arrangement, securing as it does 
two permanent companies to the service, will meet your approbation, if 
it can be effected. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Simms, having been appointed senator, will not 
accept the place offered to him, I presume. { will cause the battalion | 
to be reorganized and a new and judicious selection to be made. I 
think I can probably make a full battalion of mounted rifles, and yet 
have a full squadron of light cavalry, armed with the shot-gun or carbine 
and saber. I received and valued all the double-barreled shot-guns in 
the command belonging to individuals and placed them in Shawhaus’ 
and Cameron’s companies, promising the owners that they should be 
paid for or returned to them. Thus I made the arms of separate com- 
panies homogeneous. Will you authorize me to have these guns paid 
for? I do not think them efficient except for cavalry proper, nor the 
best arms for these; but the case must be disposed of. 

In conclusion, let me say that I write into details because I want to 
keep in accordance with the wishes of the Department, and to have no 
difficulty springing out.of my administration. If there are irregularities 
you will be kind enough to overlook them, for you cannot appreciate the 
difficulties I encounter in such a country and with raw levies such as 1 
control and must bring into military shape. 

I am, your obedient servant, 
H. MARSHALL, 

General 8. COOPER, Brigadier-General. 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Camp IN LETCHER County, Ky., January 23, 1862. 


GENERAL: Since I last wrote the enemy assailed me in largely-supe- 
rior force, and was effectually and gallantly repulsed by the troops under 
my command. 

My loss in the action of January 10 is accurately stated at 10 killed 
and 14 wounded. | 

The loss of the enemy was severe, estimated by the officers of my 
command, who had an opportunity to see their dead, at over 200 killed 
and more than that wounded. | 

The firing was kept up, with some intervals, for about four hours, and 
was occasionally very sharp and spirited. 

My troops behaved remarkably well, had decided advantage in the 
situation, and maintained it throughout the day. 

The enemy came into the valley of main Middle Creek below the 
mouth ot the Left Fork of Middle Creek. I oveupied the mouth of the 
Left Fork, my artiilery in the gorge, my right wing below, and my left 
wing above the mouth. The enemy did not move me from any one posi- 
tion I assumed, and at nightfall withdrew from the field, leaving me 
just where I wasin the morning. After he had withdrawn I called my 
troops down from the hills and pursued the march which I was execut- 
ing when the enemy came in sight. 
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I see by the telegraphic dispatches that the enemy represents his 
achievement of a victory over me upon the oceasion to which I am re- 
ferring, and says that my troops fled in confusion, &c. I state that this 
is not only false, but it is an afrerthought, for it cau be proved by many 
that the enemy’s troops represented themselves as having retired from 
the field because they were whipped; but the reporting officer, finding 
hext day that I also had withdrawn from the battle-field, for the first 
time thought of establishing a claim to victory. Let a few faets decide 
that question. He came to attack and did attack, and he was in force 
far superior to mine. He did not move me from a single position I 
chose to occupy. At the close of the day each man of mine was just 
where he had been posted in the morning. He came to attack, yet came 
so cautiously that my left wing never fired a shot, and he never came 
up sufficiently to engage my ce:ter or my left wing. His force was 
fired upon by the 12-pounder howitzer and at once cleared my front, 
but, concealed by a point of the hills from my artillery, confined his 
further efforts to assaults upon my right wing, by which he was repulsed 
three times. Jfinally I found that he was re-enforcing heavily, and I 
ordered Trige’s regiment to pass over the creek and to make the work 
short and decisive, with the bayonet, if necessary; but before the Lifty- 
fourth Virginia could climb one side of the hill the enemy had entirely 
withdrawn from the scene of action, leaving my force in full and quiet 
possession. He withdrew from sight, and did not then dispute the 
ground on which we bad fought. Notonly I personally, but every officer 
and scldier iu my entire command, without one exception, then under- 
stood that the enemy had been signally and unmistakably whipped, and 
that the repulse was final. It proved final, for he has never since that 
day sought in any manner or form to re-engage. 

The enemy had some 4,500 or 5,000 men on the field and at least 500 
cavalry, for that number was counted. Thad some 1,600 men fit for duty 
and present on the field. He engaged 2,500 or 3,000 of his men; I 
about 900 to 1,000 of mine. A natural inquiry will be why he did not 
pursue, if my force Sed before him. I moved from the batt‘e-field up 
the Left Fork of Middle Creek, and at 7 miles from the field of battle 
came to the foot of a very lofty mountain, which it was necessary for 
me to cross, and the road from the. field of battle to that point was a 
valley road all the way. I did not cross that mountain until the night 
of January 12, and the enemy did not come to see what had become of 
me. (nthe contrary, by that time he had fallen back to Paintsville, 
whence he came in mass to drive me out of the State. He returned 
without accomplishing his mission. . 

Why did [ not pursue if I thought I had the victory? My reasons 
are simple and straightforward : 

Kirst. I could not renew the engagement that night because it was 
too dark, had [ been so inclined. I did not know how far the enemy 
had gone, and would not have followed under any circumstances with 
the inferior foree. 

Second. I did not follow because my men were exhausted from hun- 
ger, having had nothing to eat all that day, and they were weak, aud 
would not have been capable of service another day without food. 

Third. I did not follow because I did not know the strength of the 
enemy in reserve, and had no idea of risking by rashness what my troops 
had gained by gallantry. I had fought superior numbers with the ad- 
vantage of position on my side; I had no intent to renew the engage- 
ment, giving superior numbers the advantage of choice of the ground. 

But, general, the controlling, present, and moving reason was that my 
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men had nothing to eat, and I could not tell that they could obtain it by 
returning with a fight against heavy odds between us and our chance of 
foud. By sending horses forward to Martin’s mill, on Beaver [Creek], 1 
procured meal and brought it back to my troops, who were engaged in 
crossing my train over the mountain dividing Middle Creek from Beaver 
Creek. The fact is I could not pursue the enemy, and the enemy, being 
already repulsed, never had any idea of pursuing me. 

The eneiny represents that he took several prisoners. J assure you 
he never took one upon the field of battle. He did take Captain Conner 
a prisoner afterwards at Prestonbarg, and that achievement should not 
be permitted to pass without its history. Captain Conner was ill with 
tever. He had Deen sick for some time and Jett Paintsville in a wagon. 
He had become delirious, and was in that situation two or three days. 
The physicians, after consultation, determined that it must cost his life 
to carry him farther in a wagon, and he was therefore carried by them 
to Prestonburg and committed to the care of an estimable lady, who 
promised to nurse him, and whose husband is our friend. Sick almost 
unto death and probably out of his mind with the disease, Captain Con- 
ner was in his sick bed made a prisoner and was taken off in a steain- 
boat to Paintsville. The other prisoners taken were people not in the 
Army and who had never been in the Army, but who have been running 
ever since the war began like frightened hares, afraid to take arms, afraid 
to offer a single effort of resistance, and who, if pressed to it, would 
submit to having their ears cropped to show they have a master. Were 
I to make such conquests I might fill a gazette with them every week. 
The impression such representations make on my mind is as unfavora- 
ble to the chivalry of the oflicer who can make thein as it is to his de- 
parture from truth. I hope I have your confidence sufficiently for you 
to know that I give no hue to the transactions of my command that is 
not properly belonging to them. 

I think one of two things must oecur—I must be re-enforced or I must 
retire from this part of the State, for ny command cannot procure sub- 
sistence in the mountains. Forward it becomes plenty and cheap ; but 
to go forward I must have 5,690 men. I have not 2,000 fit for duty. I 
want 2,600 cavalry in addition to the 5,009 infantry, and, in my judg- 
ment, I can with that force accomplish a work which will have a most 
material bearing on the fortunes and destiny of Kentucky and ot the 
grand result of the war, I have heretofore delineated that idea to the 
proper authority. [ask the service if the force can be given. 

I believe, sir, this comprises nearly all I have to conmunicate. My 
command is now in very bad health. Measles and mumps are passing 
through Williams’ regiment. I think some 400 of that corps are DOW On 
the sick list. I shall have to be as quiet as possible until the diseases 
have run their course. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 
| H. MARSHALL, 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Brigadier- General. 
Bowling Green, Ky. 


, RIcHMOND, January 24, 1862. 
General HUMPHREY MARSHALL : ; 


Fall back to Pound Gap and report dispositions there made. Letter 
will go by Captain Wade. 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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RICHMOND, January 24, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
Commanding, &e.: 

GENERAL: Iam directed by the Secretary of War to advise you that, 
in view of the inability of this Department to re-enforce you at present, 
it is deemed best that you should fall back to Pound Gap, there making 
such dispositions as may be deemed most expedient, and reporting your 
movements promptly to this office. 

Captain Wade reports the route by the Louisa Fork to be impractica- 
ble for an advance of the enemy in force, and, further, that there is a 
possibility of his cutting you off, should you take that route, by means of 
his greater facilities through steamboat navigation to Piketon. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
hk. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CRAFT’S, SIx MILES FROM POUND GAP, 
Letcher County, Ky., Lebruary 2, 1862. 

GENERAL: Your telegraphic dispatch of the 24th ultimo reached me 
by courier on the 26th, by which [ was ordered to ‘fall back to Pound 
Gap, and to report dispositions there made.” 

Yesterday Captain Wade delivered me your letter of the 24th, which 
repeats the direction of the telegram, “in view of the inability of the De- 
partinent to re-enforce you (me) at present,” and requiring meat Pound 
Gap to make “such dispositions as may be deemed most expedient,” 
which are to be “reported promptly to the Department.” 

I am extremely embarrassed by this order, for that it indicates a point 
for me to rest and dispose of the force under my command where it is 
sunply impossible to feed men or animals for two days. The subsistence 
of the country about Pound Gap for 20 miles is literally exhausted. 
The supples tor the rifle battalion now at Pound Gap are drawn with 
great difficulty over that distance (55 miles) and much complaint is made 
of the precariousness of the supply. Nor ean I halt within 20 miles of 
Pound Gap on this side of the mountains with any chance of obtaining 
food for man or horse. You can have no conception of the state of af- 
fairs here, general; starvation stares these people in the face. They are 
most averse to parting with a peck of corn or a pound of meat, and 
daily the women beg for the retention of the means of sustaining them- 
selves and their children. It is no sham or affected apprehension they 
feel; I much fear they only see what spring-time will startlingly reveal 
as a Stern reality. It cannot advance our cause or make converts to it 
to starve the best friends we have in this population, and in this county 
we have many, indeed a considerable majority of the people. 

I have reflected upon my duty under your order, especially in view of 
the reason given for its issuance; and the disposition I shall make of 
the force will be to pass the mountains and to arrange the regiments as 
near as they can be to Pound Gap, so as to obtain supplies. 

Thear from Captain Wade that the Secretary of War feels solicitous 
about the invasion of Virginia by the way of Pound Gap and by the way 
of Piketon. I feel morally sure the enemy is equalty solicitous to pre- 
vent an invasion of Kentucky by the tworoutes named. This opinion is 
based upon his declarations as well as his operations. The presence of 
a force here, under my command or under the command of anv Kentuck- 
ian whom the people of the “blue-grass region” know, operates as a 
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constant warning to them that they must be ready to resist an invasion, 
and their fears make constant and heavy dratts upon the Government 
for troops for this purpose. The exaggerations of rumors are greater 
than in the inverse ratio of the square of the distance; therefore my 
force was rarely estimated at Louisville or Lexington as less than 10,000 
to 15,000, calling for an opposing force of not less than from six to ten 
regiments, which at one point or another have beenemployed to keep me 
out. I have seen elaborate articles in the Kentucky leading opposing 
journals on the subject of my invasion, from which I learned that the 
enemy, when he left the Sandy Valley with General Nelson’s command, 
supposed it to be impossible for an army to subsist on what he had leit 
behind, and that the leaders of the Lincoln party in Kentucky bad re- 
sorted to the wholesale spoliation which infamized Nelson’s expedition, 
upon the idea of preventing our occupation of the valley by troops 
whose aim might be to assert the rights of Kentucky and to vindicate 
her true opinion. 

The enemy has not attempted now to leave the immediate valley of 
the Sandy nor to ascend the river in any force beyond the scene of his 
conflict with me on the 10th of January. On the contrary, he has lett 
only a part of his force at Paintsville, and has only paid a burried and 
trembling visit to Piketon with 120 cavalry, which came up John’s Creek, 
arrived Sunday evening, and left on Monday morning. I hear that the 
object of the visit was to block up the road leading by the Louisa Branch 
of the Sandy into Piketon, and that this was accomplisbed by Captain 
Childress, near the Kentucky line, to prevent an invasion again by that 
route or my use of that route to obtain supplies. 

You will see from this that the probability is strong that the solicitude 
on the subject of an invasion is mutual. Should it prove that the object 
is only to mask preparation, so as to permit an invading force to gather 
supplies near Piketon, I shall keep myself advised, and will to the extent 
of my ability prevent. its successful accomplishment. I do not think it 
probable the enemy willever attempt an entry into Virginiain large force 
by the way of Piketon while you have a considerable force at “Pound 
Gap, for the reason that the latter position would he upon the flank of 
the advancing column and its command might in a day cut the line of 
transportation used on either side of the Cumberland Mountain range. 
In rear of Piketon (Virginia side) the county of Buchanan is mount- 
ainous and sterile, bare of supplies. and easily defended; in fact, one 
passes, as here, along a ridge or the water-courses flanked by mount- 
ain ranges. The danger and only danger is from a heavy cavalry force 
pressing in and destroying as it goes, and then retreating by a different 
road. This can be prevented by guarding near to the valued points and 
by having timely notice given at Pound Gap to the force which should 
be constantly kept there to cover the road which crosses the Cumberland 
Range at that place. It is astrong place into whosesoever hands it falls 
and the defenses on both side are equal. 


Pound GAP, February 2—evening. 

I resume my letter after riding here from my camp of last night. I 
have ordered the Fifty-fourth Virginia Regiment to fall back to Glades- 
ville, and if supplies cannot be had in that vicinity to cross Clinch 
River, if requisite to obtain them. Colonel Moore’s regiment is on the 
march from Whitesburg for the same destination. Simms’ mounted 
battalion will be here to- -morrow, and I shall send it to Clinch River 
without hesitation. Colonel Williams has not yet moved from themouth 
of Rock House Creek, which is 16 miles below Whitesburg, but has been 
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ordered to do so, and will be ordered to join the rest of the command at 
whatever point: I can find supplies convenient or indeed possible. I 
shall not be surprised to have great trouble with this regiment on ac- 
count of its removal into Virginia, for the men are nearly all from the 
mountain counties of Kentucky, and they would preter, I believe, even 
to be retreating through the mountains of their own State to any rest 
which could be offered to them in any other part of the country. I 
regret to say that this spirit of discontent is not quieted or even allayed 
by. the bearing and conversations of those who have them in immediate 
charge. In my own judgment the future efficiency of the regiment de- 
pends upon its opportunity to be drilled, for it is now entirely undrilled, 
and has been, since the first enlistment of its soldiers, so constantly on 
the move that the officers of companies, who all are from the walks of 
civic life, have kad no opportunity to drijlin the schools of the company 
or battalion. You will therefore recognize my solicitude before they are 
put into the plains, where the exercise might be close and severe, to 
have a chanve to instruct them. It occurs to me that this season is the 
most propitious I shall have for this purpose, and that the existing status 
of the enemy and myself affords me more opportunity than I shall have 
again before the Department will be enabled to give me the re-entorce- 
ments I had expected to receive in order to accomplish the purposes I 
have had so much at ‘heart. 

I would not advise another entry into Kentueky from this point until 
about the Istof May. The grass will by that time be up and the roads, 
now nearly impassable, will be good. The policy of the Government will 
be defensive, I presume, until that time, and that then it will in Ken- 
tucky become offensive. Sixty or seventy days to organize the trains, to 
recruit the horses, to rest and reinvigorate the men, many of whom have 
coughs, resulting t om measles and exposure during the attack of disease, 
to drill the battalions, to establish proper correspondence with the men 
of interior Kentucky, to arrange supplies for a march, will not leave me 
idle or in unprotitable employmen t. 

Iwill not here dwell on these views, but E request leave, when the 

regiment shall be posted, to visit Richmond for a few days, in order to 
have these views laid before the proper authority and to understand 
what I am to look for in the service for the future. 

I inclose a written proposition from Mr. Brashers, the owner of the 
salt-works near Whitesburg, which I regard as very advantageous to the 
Government, and which I was at some trouble to secure. May I request 
an early answer to this communication ? 

lam, sir, your obedient servant, | 
7 H. MARSHALL, 
General 8S. COOPER, | Brigadier- General. 
Adjutant and Inspector General. | | 


[Inclosure. 1. 


I propose and agree to lease to the Government of the Confederate 
States of America my tract of land in Perry County, Kentucky, em- 
bracing some 4,000 acres, with privilege of using the machinery thereon 
situated and of making salt there and of cultivating the land, and 
with the privilege of cutting the timber and mining the coal, for the 
term of three years, from the 1st day of May next, for the sum of $2,000 
tor the whole term, payable in equal installments annually, and with 
power to said Government to assign this lease and to locate troops on 
the land and otherwise to exercise all acts of ownership for the term 
through its agents, servants, officers, or assigns. ; 
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The acceptance of this proposition by the President or Secretary of 
War is to be considered as making this contract complete, on my being 
notified thereof by General Marshall, or any other agent of the Govern- 
ment, and a copy hereof furnished to me, signed by the President or 
Secretary, at any time prior to the 1st of May, 1862; possession to be 
given at that time or as much sooner as the other party chooses to 
take it. 

Witness my hand and seal at Whitesburg, Letcher County, Kentucky, 
this Ist February, 1562. 

R. S. BRASHERS. 

Witnesses : 

H. MARSHALL. 
J. S. C. Taytor, M. D. 


fIndorsement. ] 


It is not recommended to decide on this question at present, as it re- 
mains open until the 1st of May. Moreover, this department has made 
preparations for furnishing salt in less precarious localities and suff- 
cient quantities. 

L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General Subsistence. 
FEBRUARY 17, 1862. 





No. 4. 
Report of Col. A. C. Moore, Twenty-ninth Virginia Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-NINTH VIRGINIA REGIMENT, 
January 13, 1862. 


Sir: The present being the first opportunity which has presented 
itself since our engagement with the enemy at the Fork of Middle 
Creek, in Floyd County, Kentucky, on the evening of the 10th instant, 
I will now give you briefly a hasty report of the part taken and the 
consequences resulting therefrom to the force under my command. The 
Twenty-ninth Virginia Regiment was the greater part of the time— 
that is, during the battle, which lasted some three hours—in the head 
aud front of the fire, and all, without a single exception, so far as my 
‘information extends, conducted themselves in the bravest and most 
gallant manner. The loss to my regiment was 5 killed and 7 wounded. 

In this my brief and imperfect report I ought not, perhaps, to make 
any invidious distinctions by mentioning the names of any of my men 
or officers, who conducted themselves most gallantly in the battle; but 
I think my whole command will bear me out in giving to Lieut. Col. 
William Leigh, Maj. James Giles, and to Lieut. William J. March, of 
Captain Bryant’s company, great credit for the gallant and daring part 
acted throughout the entire engagement. 

In conclusion, I will say that all acted nobly and achieved for them- 
selves a reputation and a name which old Virginia may and will be ever 
proud to honor. 

A. C. MOORE, 
Colonel, Commanding Twenty-ninth Virginia Volunteers. 


Brig. Gen. HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
Commanding First Brigade, Army of Eastern Kentucky. 
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DECEMBER 28, 1861.—Action at Sacramento, Ky. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden, U. S. Army. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Charles Clark, C. S. Army. 
No. 3.—Col. Nathan B. Forrest, Forrest’s Regiment, C. S. Army. 


No. 1. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden, U. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTH DIVISION, 
Calhoun, Ky., December 29, 1861. 


CAPTAIN: I regret to inform you that on yesterday, as a command of 
168 men, under Major Murray, of Jackson’s regiment, were returning 
from a reconnaissance, they were pursued and surprised by some rebel 
cavalry at Sacramento. The men made but little resistance, and I am 
afraid that the gallantry of the officers has cost us the services of several 
of them. I have not learned that any officer was killed, but when the 
men fled they fought themselves. Captains Bacon and Davis and 
Lieutenant Jouett are missing. Major Murray has just reported that 
40 men are missing. From the accounts of the fight very few have been 
killed, and I suspect most of the missing will come in. 

I sent Colonel Jackson out with about 500 men, 260 of them infantry, 
with instructions to gather up stragglers and the wounded , if there were 
any. I also instructed him that if the enemy were still in the vicinity 
to beat them up, but not to venture far in pursuit. 

Jackson left about 10 o’clock last night. It is now about 10a. m., 
and I have not heard from him. The rebels have no doubt rapidly 
retired, and Jackson is probably hunting his men. I shall ride out in 
a few minutes with an escort, and will write particulars as I can get 
them in an official report. 

I have written this that you may not be deceived by any exaggerated 
report, which will doubtless reach you. 

Very respectfully, T. L. CRITTENDEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Capt. J. B. Fry, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTH DIviston, 
Calhoun, Ky., December 30, 1861. 


GENERAL: In the fight just beyond Sacramento we lost 8 killed and 
8, perhaps 13, captured. 

Over 400 rebel cavalry surprised 168 of Jackson’s cavalry the day 
before yesterday, as they were returning from a scout to South Carrollton. 
The rebels attacked and drove in the van guard, following them rapidly. 

Major Murray behaved with great gallantry, and, with the aid of 
other officers, who will be mentioned when I get an official report, 
repelled the charge, being seconded handsomely by about 45 men. 
These men resisted the whole body of the enemy for ten minutes, and, 
from the accounts I have from many reliable Witnesses, would have 
repulsed them, but at this critical moment some dastard unknown 
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shouted “Retreat to Sacramento!” Most of the men fled, of course, 
without stopping at Sacramento. In this retreat we sustained some Joss. 

Capt. Albert G. Bacon was killed and 7 privates, whose names I will get 

to-day. Captain Davis, of Jackson’s regiment, was captured. He was 
conspicuous in the fight for bravery. We do not know the extent of the 
enemy’s loss. Meriwether (either a major or a lieutenant-colonel) was 
killed and certainly 4 men. The rebels took away three wagon loads of 
dead and wounded. 

Although outnumbered and partially surprised, I think my men had 
the best of the fight. Irode out to Sacramento yesterday and found 
Jackson burying the dead—6 of ourmen. We have 5 or 6 men so badly 
wounded that we could not bring them in. They are in good quarters 
and will be well cared for. The enemy here have every advantage of us. 
The Union men are generally inactive, while the secessionists are full of 
activity. 

The rebel cavalry reached Greenville Friday morning, and Friday 

night the scouting party under Major Murray rode to South Carrollton. 
The rebels were beyond a doubt apprised ot Murray’s expedition, and 
the first intimation I had of their presence was from the fight at Sacra- 
mento. Heretofore I have always been promptly notified of their arrival 
at Greenville. If I had received the information this time I might have 
captured the entire command. The rebels are thoroughly and well 
armed, and Jackson’s men are badly armed, and, what is worse, have 
no confidence in their pistols. I know that you will remedy this as soon 
as possible. 

Most respectfully, T. L. CRITTENDEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
General BUELL. 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTH DIVISION, 
7 Calhoun, Ky., January 3, 1862. 

CAPTAIN: I now inclose you the report of Major Murray of the affair 
at Sacramento.* You will see from Major Murray’s report that the 
entire command behaved handsomely. Although attacked suddenly, 
and almost surprised, our men charged and drove back the rebels, and 
that, when the rebels rallied and were re-enforced, still fought and 
maintained themselves in a hand-to-hand conflict, until some one un- 
known called out ‘Retreat to Sacramento!” As it was, the casualties 
of the enemy were equal to ours, We have, however, to mourn the 
loss of 8 gallant soldiers, and 3 officers of uncommon bravery and sol- 
dierly qualities, Capt. A. G. Bacon killed, Capt. A. N. Davis captured, 
anc Lieut. John L. Waiters missing. 

It is very gratifying to call your attention, general, to Major Murray’s 
report of the conduct of all the officers under his command, every one of 
them perhaps under fire for the first time, and yet every one behaving 
handsomely. 

I will close this letter, and only add that, by the testimony of all, 
Major Murray’s conduct in the field deserves the highest praise. 

I am, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
T. L. CRITTENDEN, 
Brigadier- General, Commandi mg. 
Capt. J. B. Fry, 
Assistant Adjutant. General. 


* Not found. 
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No. 2. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Charles Clark, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS HOPKINSVILLE, Ky., 
January 8, 1862. 


LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the infor- 
mation of the major-general, the official report of Col. N. B. Forrest of 
his brilliant and dashing affair at Sacramento on the 28th ultimo: 

The report of Colonel Forrest is a modest recital of one of the most 
brilliant and successful cavalry engagements which the present war has 
witnessed, and gives a favorable omen of what that arm of our service 
will do in future on a more extended scale. 

The loss of the enemy, it will be seen, is estimated by Colonel Forrest 
at 65 killed and 35 wounded and prisoners, and from private and un- 
official sources I learn that the number is not overestimated. 

Our own loss was but 2 killed, but in the death of Capt. C. EK. Meri- 
wether, who fell while gallantly leading his command into action, the 
country and the service have sustained a loss which 1 most deeply 
deplore. A brave and chivalrous gentleman, I esteemed him as one of 
the very best officers of his rank in the service. Colonel Iorrest pays 
what I doubt not is a well-merited tribute to the gallantry and good 
conduct of his officers and men generally and speciaily. Tor the skall, 
courage, and energy displayed by Colonel Forrest he is entitled to the 
highest praise, and I take great pleasure in calling the attention of the 
eeneral commanding and ‘of the Government to his services. I am 
assured by officers and men that throughout the entire engagement he 
was conspicuous for the most daring courage; always In advance of his 
command. He was at one time engaged i in a hand-to-hand conflict with 
4 of the enemy, 3 of whom he killed, dismounting and making a prisoner 
of the fourth. 

The other field officers, Licutenant-Colonel Starnes and Major Kelly, 
by their coolness, courage, and promptitude, coutributed largely to 
the success of the day. 

I have the honor to be, lieutenant, respectfully, &c., 
CHARLES CLARK, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Lieut. D. G. WHITE, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Bowling Green, Ky. 
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No. 3. 
Report of Col. Nathan B. Forrest, Forrest’s Regiment, C. S. Army. 


HOPKINSVILLE, Ky., December 30, 1861. 


Under orders to reconnoiter to the front, especially in the direction 
of Rochester and Greenville, and if deemed best to continue our obser- 
vations towards Rumsey, my command left camp Thursday, 26th instant, 
myself with detachments from Companies A, C, and D, First Lieutenant 
Crutcher, Captains May and Gould; with a detachment of 25 men of 
Captain Meriwether’s company, under his command, Major Kelly, with 
detachments from Companies E, I. and G, under Lieutenants Hampton, 
Nance, and Cowan, having been ordered to Greenville to await orders. 
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Leaving the Greenville road 4 miles from Hopkinsville I moved in the 
direction of Rochester, until fully satisfied that there were no move- 
ments of the enemy in that direction. 

The next day, on reaching the Russellville and Greenville road, I 
turned towards Greenville, and on Saturday morning formed a junc- 
tion with a detachment of 40 cavalry from Russellville, under command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Starnes and Captain McLemore, who, with Major 
Kelly, were awaiting my arrival at Greenville. Colonel Starnes had the 
day before been at South Carrollton, where he had engaged a party of 
the enemy, killing 3. 

Hearing nothing still from the enemy, it was. determined to extend 
our march to the vicinity of Rumsey. The command, about 300 strong, 
were moved forward in one column, with advance guard under Cap- 
tain Meriwether and rear under Captain McLemore; the head of the 
column under my command; the center under Major Kelly, and the 
rear under Lieutenant-Colonel Starnes. We had moved 8 miles down 
the Rumsey road when information reached me that the enemy 500 
strong had that morning crossed from Calhoun to Rumsey. My men 
were ordered to a rapid pace, and as the news of the proximity of the 
enemy ran down the column it was impossible to repress jubilant and 
defiant shouts, which reached the height of enthusiasm as the women 
from the houses waved us furward. A beautiful young lady, smiling, 
with untied tresses floating in the breeze, on horseback, met the column 
just before our advance guard came up with the rear of the enemy, infus- 
ing nerve into my arm and kindling knightly chivalry within my heart. 

One mile this side the village of Sacramento our advance guard came 
up with their rear guard, who halted, seemingly in doubt whether we 
were friends or foes. Taking a Maynard rifle, I fired at them, when 
they rode off rapidly to their column. The column moved up the hill 
and formed just over its brow. I ordered up the head of my column, 
telling my men to hold their fire until within good range. The enemy 
commenced firing from the time we were within 200 yards of them. 
When we had moved 120 yards farther I ordered my men to fire. After 
three rounds I found that my men were not up in sufficient numbers to 
pursue them with success, and as they showed signs of fight, I ordered 
the advance to fall back. The enemy at once attempted to flank our 
left. and moved towards us and appeared greatly animated, supposing we 
were in retreat. They had moved down over 100 yards and seemed to 
be forming for a charge, when, the remainder of my men coming up, I 
dismounted a number of men with Sharp’s carbines and Maynard rifles 
to act as sharpshooters; ordered a flank movement upon the part of 
Major Kelly and Colonel Starnes upon the right and left, and the de- 
tachments from the companies under my command, still mounted, were 
ordered to charge the enemy’s center. 

The men sprang to the charge with a shout, while the undergrowth 
so impeded the flankers that the enemy, broken by the charge and per- 
ceiving the movement on their flanks, broke in utter confusion, and, in 
spite of the efforts of a few officers, commenced a disorderly flight at 
full speed, in which the officers soon joined. We pressed closely on their 
rear, only getting an occasional shot, until we reached the village of 
Sacramento, when, the best mounted men of my companies coming up, 
there commenced a promiscuous saber slaughter of their rear, which was 
continued at almost full speed for 2 miles beyond the village, leaving 
their bleeding and wounded strewn along the whole route. At this point 
Captain Bacon, and but alittle before Captain Burges, were run through 
with saber thrusts, and Captain Davis thrown from his horse and sur- 
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rendered as my prisoner, his shoulder being dislocated by the fall. The 
enemy, without officers, threw down their arms and depended alone upon 
the speed of their horses. Those of my men whose horses were able to 
keep up found no difficulty in piercing through every one they came up 
wich, but as my horses were almost run down while theirs were much 
iresher, I deemed it best to call off the chase, for such it had become, 
leaving many wounded men hanging to their saddles to prevent their 
falling from their horses. Returning, we found their dead and wounded 
in every direction. Those who were able to be moved we placed in 
wagons. Captains Bacon and Burges were made as comfortable as we 
could, and applied to the nearest farm house to take care of them. 

There were killed on the field and mortally wounded, who have since 
died, about 65; wounded and taken prisoners, about 35, making their 
loss about 100. Among their killed were two captains and three lieu- 
tenants and several non-commissioned officers. 

The fight occurred in the woods; the run was principally along lanes. 

I have the pleasure of stating that Colonel Starnes and Major Kelly 
acted in the most noble and chivalrous manner, and, indeed, I can say 
that Captain Gould, Captain May, Captain Meriwether (who unfor- 
tunately fell in front of the engagement), Lieutenant Crutcher, in com- 
mand of Captain Overton’s company; Lieutenant Nance, left in command 
of Captain Hambrick’s company; Lieutenant Cowan, in command of 
Captain Logan’s company (he acting as surgeon at the time), and Lieu- 
tenant Hampton, in comand of Captain Truett’s [?] company, with the 
men under their respecti,e commands are deserving praise for their 
conduct. 

Our loss was Captain Meriwether and Private Terry, of Captain Mc- 
Lemore’s company, killed, and 3 privates slightly wounded; 2 from 
Captain May’s and the other from Captain Hambrick’s. 

We returned to Greenville the night of the fight (Saturday), and from 
thence started to camp, and arrived last night. 

Before closing this report I most respectfully call your attention to the 
gallant conduct of Lieutenant Bailey, of Captain Gould’s company ; 
Private J. W. Ripley, of Captain May’s company, and Private J. M. 
Luxton, also of Captain May’s; and Private D. W. Johnson, of Captain 
Logan’s company, and, indeed, many others, whose horses being not 
quite so fast, did not come immediately under my own observation. Capt. 
M. D. Logan (who was acting as surgeon on that occasion) deserves 
praise for his noble conduct throughout the engagement. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

Respectfully, 
N. B. FORREST, 
Colonel, Commanding Forrest Regiment. 


General CHARLES CLARK, C. 8. A. 


DECEMBER 28-31, 1861.—Expedition to Camp Beauregard and Viola, Ky- 
Report of Brigadier-General Lewis Wallace, U. 8S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE U. 8S. FORCES, 
Paducah, Ky., January 1, 1862. 
Siz: Under the sanction of General Smith, given on the night of the 
28th of December, 1861, with a detachment consisting of 130 men from 
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the Second Illinois Cavalry, Companies I and C, Regular Cavalry, and 
70 men from Thielemann’s dragoons, I left Paducah on the same night, 
to proceed in the direction of Camp Beauregard, for the purpose ot 
reconnoitering that camp, gaining information as to the strength of the 
enemy and their whereabouts, and ascertaining whether or not re-enforce- 
ments had left Camp Beauregard for Bowling Green. I also understood 
that I had permission, if opportunity afforded, to attack and cut up a 
certain corps of marauders commanded by one King. 

The night of my departure I halted at Camp Creek and rested until 8 
o’clock next morning, and, proceeding then, stopped a couple of hours 
at Mayfield. Not getting the desired information there I went on 
towards Camp Beauregard until within 6 or 64 miles of that camp, where 
the enemy appeared to have an outpost, guarded by about 75 men, who 
fled helter-skelter on my approach. At that point I found a farmer of 
undoubted loyalty, named Gee, from whom I obtained forage for my 
horses, and the intormation that all the troops who have been occupying 
Camp Beauregard for some months past, except a battery of artillery 
and King’s marauders, had been taken to Bowling Green, but that their 
places had been supplied by three or four regiments of what is called 
‘‘Sixty-days’ men,” green troops, mostly unarmed, and the whole with- 
out special organization. Satisfied on this point, I thought it prudent 
to return, and as there was no water for my cattle (without going off the 
road) nearer than Viola, I was compelled to come that far back the same 
night. Accordingly I bivouacked there.  “"'" 

About daybreak in the morning (Monday) éne of my pickets galloped 
in and reported a heavy force of infantry and cavalry upon us and about 
to attack. I crossed Mayfield Creek immediately and in good order 
and drew up on the opposite bank to receive the attack, but, the enemy 
hanging fire, I drew off about a mile and a half on the Paducah road 
and fed the men and horses, sent Captain Lyman to report to the gen- 
eral, and, with his permission, bring me five companies of infantry, in- 
tending to hold the Confederates until I heard from headquarters. I 
then returned to Viola to engage them in a skirmish, but they had re- 
treated. I remained there for orders, which did not reach me until 3 
o'clock on Tuesday morning. Expecting the return of the enemy on 
Monday night, I recrossed the creek and made preparations to receive 
them. Quite a party of rebel cavalry appeared early in the morning, 
but waited only to get a sight of my men, a portion of whom I had dis- 
mounted to attack them. 

Knowing the general’s disinclination to hazard any of his command 
I was exceedingly cautious, and would not have engaged the enemy in 
a serious fight until I was certain of their numbers. 1 also took every 
possible care to have my way of retreat open, for which purpose I kept 
parties in continual motion to and from Plumley’s Station, at which 
point I ordered all re-enforcements dispatched to me to remain for orders. 
In obedience to his orders, I returned without loss of time to Paducah 
on Tuesday. 

Three guides whom I had mounted on Government horses were foolish 
enough, without my knowledge or consent, to sleep outside of my lines 
on Sunday night, and, while barely escaping themselves, lost their horses 
to theenemy. On Monday morning some of the cavalry whom I had 
armed with rifles—borrowed, a portion from the Twenty-third Indiana 
and a portion from the Eleventh Indiana—carelessly lost or threw away 
some of those arms and their accouterments. Circumstances very 
shameful. 

It gives me pleasure to say that my command behaved excellently. 
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_ Excepting one piece of bacon, not an article of property belonging to a 
citizen was touched. The country from Viola to Mayfield, and partic- 
ularly from Mayfield to Camp Beauregard, is of such a character as to 
render fighting with cavalry almost impossible. It is one long stretch 
of scrub-oak and dense chaparral, broken now and then by a farm or 
clearing. On account of the scarcity of water it would be difficult also 
to march a heavy column through. 
Very respectfully, 
LEW. WALLACE, 
General, Second Brigade. 


Capt. THomAS J. NEWSHAM, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8S. Forces, Paducah. 


JANUARY 10-21, 1862.—Expedition into Kentucky from Cairo, Ill. 
Report of Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand, U. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, Ill., January 24, 1862. 


Siz: Being in temporary command of this district, it becomes my 
duty to submit the following report of the expedition which left Cairo 
under orders to penetrate into the interior of Kentucky in the neigh- 
borhood of Columbus and towards Mayfield and Camp Beauregard: 

The expedition consisted of the Tenth, Eighteenth, part of the Twenty- 
seventh, the Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, Thirty-first, and Forty-eighth Regi- 
ments of Infantry, Schwartz’s and Dresser’s batteries of light artillery, 
under command of Captain Schwartz, chief of artillery; Carmichael’s, 
O’Harnett’s, and Dollins’ companies of cavalry, attached to regiments; 
Stewart’s cavalry company, attached to my brigade, and five companies 
of Col. T. Lyle Dickey’s Fourth Cavalry Regiment, numbering 3,992, of 
cavalry 1,061, and of artillery 139, rank and file, all under my command, 
and all Illinois volunteers except Schwartz’s battery of light artillery. 

The cavalry, which had crossed the river and encamped at Fort Holt 
on the evening of the 9th, marched on the morning of the 10th to Fort 
Jefferson, Captain Stewart, with his company, being in the advance. On 
arriving he detained in custody all persons found at that place, and 
immediately sent forward pickets to guard the pass at Elliott’s Mill and 
other approaches from Columbus. The remainder of the forces, con- 
veyed by transports, arrived at Iort Jefferson on the same day (10th) and 
encamped, awaiting further orders. On the 11th I ordered a reconnais- 
sance east to Blandville, by the Hill road, 8 miles; thence south, on the 
road to Columbus, to Weston’s, 5 miles, and returning by Elliott’s Mill 
to Fort Jefferson, 9 miles. This reconnaissance was made by Captain 
Stewart, in command of his own company, and Company B (Captain 
Collins), of the Fourth Cavalry. No armed enemy was encountered, but 
captures of L. T. Polk and Daniel Frazer, supposed to be couriers from 
Columbus, were made. No United States forces having previously 
approached so near Columbus, the inhabitants uniformly mistook our 
cavalry for rebel troops. 

On the 12th I ordered a demonstration to be made in the direction of 
Columbus by six companies of cavalry, commanded by Captain Stewart, 
supported by the Tenth and Highteenth Regiments of Infantry, com- 
manded respectively by Colonels Morgan and Lawler. ‘The infantry, 
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crossing Mayfield Creek at Elliott’s Mill, took position there, while the 
cavalry advanced until they came within a mile and a half of the enemy’s 
defenses, driving his pickets into camp and bringing away several pris- 
oners and their horses. It was discovered that an abatis of fallen tim. 
ber a half mile in width surrounded the enemy’s intrenchments. The 
rigor of the weather and the non-appearance of any considerable rebel 
force led to the belief that they were closely collected around camp fires 
within their intrenchments, and indisposed to take the field. It is 
believed that with suitable preparation on our part a favorable time 
was thus afforded for successful attack and the capture of Columbus. 
From this near approach the cavalry returned by Puntney’s Bend and 
Elliott’s Mill to Fort Jefferson, communicating with and being joined by 
the infantry who formed their support. On the 13th, Lieut. H. C. Free- 
man, engineer, with an escort of cavalry, explored the different roads 
leading from Fort Jetterson to Blandville, and selected a strong position 
for an encampment a half mile south of Blandville, on the road to 
Columbus. On the 14th the whole force, preceded, flanked, and fol- 
lowed by strong guards, moved in two columns by different roads 
towards Blandville, and encamped in such a manner as to command the 
approaches from Columbus by both bridges across Mayfield Creek in 
that vicinity. One of these is known as O’Neal’s Bridge and the other 
as Blandville Bridge. 

The distance of this day’s march was 84 miles, over difficult roads, 
covered with sleet. To prevent surprise, strong mounted pickets were 
thrown forward toward Columbusand tothe bridge across Mayfield Creek 
at Hayworth’s Mill, 3 miles above Blandville. On the 15th we advanced 
to Weston’s, the Fourth Illinois Cavalry and Dollins’ company, under 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel McCullough, making an early move- 
ment southwest in the direction of Columbus, and repeating a near 
approach to that place, while Captain Stewart, with his company, pushed 
a reconnaissance 8 miles, quite to Milburn, taking the town by surprise 
and picking up a man just from Columbus, from whom he derived much 
valuable information respecting the condition of the rebel force at that 
place. He learned from this source that our demonstrations towards 
Columbus had excited much alarm, and induced the enemy to call in 
his forces at Jackson, Beauregard, New Madrid, and other places; two 
Mississippi regiments, according to report, having burned up their tents 
before their flight. (Milburn is reproached as a Union town by the 
rebels.) Joined at Weston’s by the Seventh Illinois, Colonel Cook, our 
whole force encamped for the night in line of battle 10 miles from Colum. 
bus, taking a strong position, commanding the approaches from that 
place by two roads which here intersect the roads leading from Puntney’s 
Bend and Elliott’s Mill to Milburn ; General Paine’s column, following 
and encamping at the same place, during the next day, covered our rear, 
and kept open communication with the base of operations at Fort Jef- 
ferson. 

Brigadier-General Grant, commanding the various forces in the field, 
came up with us at this point, and expressed his approval of the man- 
ner in which the disposition of the forces had been made. To prevent 
surprise, strong guards were again thrown forward. At 7 o’clock a. m. 
on the 16th the entire column, except the Seventh Illinois Volunteers, 
moved forward over icy roads towards Milburn, a small town southeast 
from Weston’s and 8 miles distant, reaching Milburn about 12m. The 
head of the column passed through the town on the road to Mayfield 
about 2 miles and halted, a portion of the column resting in the town. 

Looking to the object of the expedition, so far as it had previously 
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been explained to me, I here maneuvered my forces so as to leave the 
enemy in doubt whether my purpose was to attack Columbus, march 
upon Camp Beauregard, or to destroy the railroad leading from Colum- 
bus to Union City, and to awaken apprehension for the safety of each. 
While the rear of the column was still resting in Milburn I countermarched 
the portion of it advanced beyond that place, taking the road beyond 
Milburn leading north to Lovelaceville, and followed in proper order by 
the rear of the column, pushed on some 4 miles on that road, and en- 
camped. Giving out that the object of the countermarch was to encamp 
for the night on favorable ground near water in the vicinity of Milburn, 
the latent purpose of my change of the direction of my march was com- 
pletely concealed. In the mean time, to increase the deception, in pur- 
suance of my order, Lieutenant-Colonel McCullough, with the Fourth 
Cavalry, made a demonstration some 5 miles in a westerly direction on 
the road from Milburn to Columbus, and there again heard that Camp 
Beauregard was broken up, and that the enemy had retired within his 
intrenchments at Columbus, and soon after I heard that he had destroyed 
the railroad bridge across the Obion, which, if true, must be attributed 
to fear that it was my intention to seize and control the railroad in the 
rear of Columbus. Sending forward Captain Wemple, with his company 
of the Fourth Cavalry, to Mayfield, I communicated with General Smith, 
commanding the column that marched from Padancah, placing him in 
possession of a dispatch from Brigadier-General Grant, and giving him 
information of the report that Camp Beauregard had been abandoned. 
Captain Wemple and his command joined me the next day. 

On the 17th our whole force advanced north 8 miles to Lovelaceville, 
throwing forward strong pickets to guard the approach from Columbus 
by Hayworth’s Bridge. On the 18th my command was marched in two 
columns by different roads in a westerly direction, and encamped for 
the night about a mile from Blandville, except the Twenty-ninth Regi- 
ment and part of the baggage train, which, in consequence of the heavy 
rains of the previous night and the miry roads, were unable to come up. 
Riding back, I disposed of the regiment and train so as to secure them 
against danger. Onthe 19th the Twenty-ninth and the remainder of the 
train came up, the march of the former continuing as far as O’Neal’s 
Mill, before mentioned, where, with a section of Schwartz’s battery, they 
encamped for the night, disposing the force so as to command the ap- 
proach from Columbus by the bridge at that place. During the same 
day I also sent forward the Tenth Regiment and another section of 
Schwartz’s battery to occupy another approach from Columbus by the 
Blandville Bridge. These dispositions were made anticipatory of an 
advance by the enemy, of which J had heard a report, and still turther 
to insure our safety I placed strong pickets above, at Hayworth’s Bridge, 
instructing the officer in command to remove some of its plank so as to 
render it temporarily impassable. 

Admonished by the reported advance of the enemy and the exposure 
of my left flank for its whole length during the march of the next day, 
I dispatched a courier during the night of the 19th to communicate with 
our forces at Fort Jefferson, and to suggest that the pass at Elhott’s 
Mill should be occupied by an adequate force to prevent my return to 
Fort Jefferson from being cut off. The courier returned with a message 
from Colonel Marsh, commanding the Twentieth [llinois, informing me 
that all our forces except mine and his own had embarked for Cairo, 
but that he would remain and hold the pass until I came up, unless 
otherwise ordered. 

At 7 o’clock on the morning of the 20th the main body of my forces 
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moved forward on the direct road to Fort Jefferson. The Twenty-ninth, 
with a section of Schwartz’s battery, and the Tenth, with another section 
of the same battery, after having rendered the bridges near their en- 
campments impassable, falling in the rear of the column, moved on with 
it to Fort Jefferson. During the exposure of this day’s march, which 
was considered eminently critical, the column was guarded against sur- 
prise by strong guards of cavalry and infantry moving in front, rear, 
and on the left flank. The Eighteenth and Thirty-first Regiments, 
together with three pieces of Dresser’s artillery, having arrived at Fort 
Jefferson by 1 o’clock p. m., were immediately embarked for Cairo, the 
remainder of the column following the next day to the same place. 

The unavoidable deficiency of transportation with which my command 
set out, aggravated by the bad condition of the roads, prevented me 
from taking, on leaving Cairo, the five days’ supply of rations and for- 
age directed by the commanding officer of this district; hence the neces- 
sity of an early resort to other sources of supply. None other presented 
but to quarter upon the enemy or to purchase from loyal citizens. I 
accordingly resorted to both expedients as I had opportunity. Insome 
cases finding live stock, provisions, forage, &c., the owners of which had 
abandoned it and gone into the rebel army, I took and appropriated it 
to the uses of the United States without hesitation. In other cases I 
purchased from loyal citizens such supplies as were indispensable, and 
caused certificates to be issued, charging the Government for the fair 
value of the articles thus obtained. By these means of supply, resorted 
to from necessities of the case, substantial economy was practiced in 
saving to the Government in supplies and transportation more than 
their full value for the five days named. 

The reconnaissance thus made completed a march of 140 miles by the 
cavalry and 75 miles by the infantry over icy or miry roads during a 
most inclement season, and has led to the discovery of several impor- 
tant roads which did not appear upon our maps. It has also disclosed 
the fact that, with proper crossings of Mayfield Creek at Elliott’s and 
O’Neal’s Mills, also immediately south of Blandville, and still above at 
Hayworth’s Mill, no serious obstacle will intervene to prevent an army 
marching in several divisions by different routes upon Columbus; and, 
while this is true, it is also worthy of mention that Mayfield Creek 
affords a strong natural barrier against any advance of the enemy upon 
a force taking position behind it. Besides the immediate object of so 
formidable a demonstration, other beneficial results, perhaps of little 
less importance, have flowed from it. Without doubt it has exploded 
many false reports studiously and sedulously circulated by the enemy 
to our detriment. It has forcibly and deeply impressed the inhabitants 
of the district through which we passed with the superiority of our mil- 
itary preparations and of our ultimate ability to conquer the rebellion. 
It inspired hope among many loyal citizens, who hailed us as deliver- 
ers, whom I regret our unexpected withdrawal will probably leave vic- 
tims of rebel persecution and proscription. This consideration, with 
others having great weight with me, prompts me in conclusion to pre- 
sume upon your indulgence so far as to urgently recommend a renewed 
advance of our forces, if not immediately upon Columbus, at least so 
far as to regain the ground we recently occupied. Landing a floating 
depot at Puntney’s Bend, under protection of our gunboats, from which 
to draw supplies, and reoccupying Milburn and the crossings at West- 
on’s, with adequate forces threatening the railroad back of Columbus, 
and co-operating with our gunboats and such other force as had seized 
New Madrid, it would be placed within our power in a large measure to 
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cut off the enemy’s supplies, and thus force him to surrender or come 
out from his defenses and give us battle at his disadvantage. 

Although disappointed by the recall from their advance, I am happy 
to state that the officers and men under my command from first to last 
performed the duties incident to the expedition with ability, fidelity, 
and rare patience under the most trying circumstances, and whether 
the plan mentioned or that of a direct attack upon Columbus be adopted, 
they earnestly ask to be allowed to share in its execution. 

Inclosed herewith you will find maps and drawings furnished by Lieut. 
H. C. Freeman, detached as engineer of my command by Colonel Web- 
ster, chief engineer of this military district, which illustrate the route of 
our march, the forms and places of our encampments, and the relations 
of a number of important roads and towns.* 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District of Cairo. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Commanding Department of Missourt. 


JANUARY 15-25, 1862.—Reconnaissance from Paducah, Ky., to Fort Henry, 
Tennessee. | 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Charles F. Smith, U. 8. Army. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, C. S. Army. 


No. 1. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. Charles F. Smith, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES FORCES, 
Paducah, Ky., January 27, 1862. 


Srp: On the 25th instant I briefly reported my return on that day. 
The distance from Callaway to Aurora is by water about 3 miles, by 
land 6. From the latter place to this it is 40 miles; a good road even 
at this period of the year, but destitute of water, except in the rainy 
season. We accomplished the march (46 miles) in three days, an ave:- 
age of 15 miles per day. This is the State road, but is not marked on 
any map I have seen. It is generally on a ridge of clay and gravel, 
and is called the Ridgeroad. Its course is nearly straight from Aurora 
to Paducah, at no point farther than 10 miles from the river. 

My reports of the — and — instant* will give all the necessary infor- 
mation about the march, except on one point, outrages committed by 
the men in killing hogs and poultry; this, despite every precaution 
taken by myself and brigade and regimental commanders. Horses even 
were attempted to be carried off. Some men are in arrest for such 
offenses, whom I shall bring before a proper tribunal for trial. The rea- 
son for this is, in my belief, that the company officers have not done 
their duty. They will not see, if they do not in fact encourage, this 
misconduct. | 

The general will pardon me if I venture to make a suggestion in ref- 
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erence to the future. I know nothing about the course of operations to. 
be pursued, but if Union City (which I have always thought to bea 
strong strategic point) is to be occupied, the most feasible means of 
supplying our troops there at this period of the year is from here by 
rail to the State line. Place good engines and wood cars on our road, 
repair the road as we go, and guard the whole line with a strong force. 
The distance from the end of the railway to the Columbus road is but 
8 miles to be marched, or we can march the 35 miles to Union City from 
the terminus of the road. I speak of this on account of the extreme 
difficulty of sending wagon trains for a large force at this period of the 
year. 
I send herewith a rather meager itinerary of the march. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. F. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


The ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Headquarters District of Cairo, Cairo, Ill. 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES FORCES, 
Paducah, Ky., January 28, 1862. 


Siz: I transmit herewith an itinerary of the recent march of this 
command, which ought to have accompanied my report of yesterday. I 
spoke of the march from Fulton—the terminus of the railway from this 
place to the State line—to Union City as 35 miles. It is only 11 miles. 
From Fulton to the Mobile and Ohio Railway by the State line is 8 
miles. It is the same distance from Fulton to the Nashville and North- 
western Railway. 

See accompanying sketch.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. F. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


The ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Headquarters District of Cairo, Cairo, Lil. 


{Inclosure.] 


Journal of the march of the First and Second Brigades of the United 
States forces from Paducah, Ky., to Callaway, on the Tennessee River, 
and back. 


® * * * * * * 


January 21.—Road towards Callaway bad; Callaway—a small place 
of three or four houses and one mill, not running now—has got a poor 
landing place. We found here the gunboat Lexington and the steamer 
Wilson, with forage and provisions. The gunboat Lexington went up 
river towards I‘ort Henry ; chased a small rebel gunboat with two 12- 
pounder rifled guns, but the rebel escaped; then threw twelve shells 
into Fort Henry. During the night, frost. Four miles north is Aurora, 
a small place, with a landing and ferry on the Tennessee River. 

January 22.—Brigadier-general commanding, C. I’. Smith, Brigade 
Surgeon Dr. Hewitt, and Capt. John Rziha went up the river on the 
gunboat Lexington to reconnoiter Fort Henry. When our gunboat 


* Omitted as unimportant. 
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reached the south point of the island, next to Fort Henry, we could see 
two rebel steamers depart in great haste. We shelled Fort Henry, and 
the fort returned our fire with one shot, which must have been a 32- 
pounder rifled gun. The north side of the fort is a crémaillére line, 
mounting four 32-pounders. The three other sides are rectangular, 
mounting two 64 and two 24 pounders. In front crémaillére line is, I 
Should judge, a redan commenced. South of the fort is a large camp. 
East of the fort is one regiment encamped. From Fort Henry to Fort 
Donelson, on the Cumberland River, 12 miles; connected by a good 
road. On the west side of the Tennessee River, opposite the fort. two 
hills, about 90 feet above river. Fort Henry is strongly built, and I be- 
lieve well garrisoned. All around the fort abatis, from head of island 
to the fort, two miles and a half. 

& 5 * * * * * 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN RZIHA, 

Captain, Nineteenth Infantry, U. S. Army. 


No. 2. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, C. S. Army. 


Fort DONELSON, January 18, 1862—8 a. m. 


All quiet this morning; 2,000 infantry and 200 cavalry have landed 
at Eggner’s Ferry and encamped 6 miles out on road to Murray. Have 
15 wagons. Their object, I think, is our railroad at Paris. 

Gunboats below us have retired again, with transports. All quiet at 


Dover. 
TILGHMAN. 
General Pox. 


FORT DONELSON, January 18, 1862—11 p. m. 


A second courier from Henry, 4 o’clock, brings further particulars of 
enemy’s position. About same. Will try and destroy Wood’s Creek 
Bridge; it will impede them. I shall draw 600 men from here. Every- 
thing quiet here. Am destroying ferry-boats below. Ten-inch gun 
mounted at Henry at 4 p.m.; another, 32, willbe by12m. Shall return 
to Henry at 3 a. m. and lose no time. 

TILGHMAN. 

General POLK. 


Fort HENRY, January 19, 1862. 
[C. F.] Smith is at Murray with, I think, 7,500 men, including 1,000 
cavalry and twelve field pieces. I have possession of the hill and am 
fortifying hard. Can make it strong, if timeis allowed. One Alabama 
company of cavalry came to-night; send back boat for the others. 
Have moved 600 men and three pieces field artillery from Donelson 
here. Await anxiously to know about re-enforcements. JI must and 
will hold the hill, if I can. Men behave well. 
LLOYD TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, Commanding. 
Col. W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Bowling Green, Ky. 
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Fort HENRY, January 21, 1862—6 p.m. 


Scout informs me that the main body of the enemy made only a feint, 
and sent 1,000 only to Highland. Main body returned to near Murray, 
former position. Messenger from near Murray reports proceeding be- 
yond Murray west. Works progressing well on south side. I do not 
feel satisfied about effect of high water on earthworks at Henry. Say 
to Gilmer gunboat up at 4 o’clock p. m. opened on us. No harm done. 


I did not reply. 
TILGHMAN, 
General POLK. 


Fort HENRY, January 21, 1862—11 p. m. 


Captain Milton’s cavalry justin. Has been on rear of Smith’s column. 
Smith tacked about at dark last night, and is now within 9 miles of 
Highland with whole force. He must cross river at that point, and has 
good road to Donelson and Henry. He will attack one or both, 

TILGHMAN. 

General PoLk. 


ForT HENRY, January 23, 1862—10.30 p. m. 


Scout from rear of enemy’s column reports its movements down river 
to Eggner’s Ferry, 5 miles below. Movement commenced at early 
hour; rear passed scout atl p.m. N othing yet to base confidence on 
as to intention of enemy. Have started 950 cavalry and some artillery 
to harass rear. Progressing with outworks on this side. Shall resume 
work in thirty hours on south side river. Enemy’s force 5,500. 

7 TILGHMAN. 

General Pox. 


Fort HENRY, January 25, 1862—3 p. m. 


Courier in from Colonel Miller’scommand. Miller could not come up 
with the enemy. The Federals made forced marches ; their advance 
was within 12 miles of Paducah this morning at 6 o’clock. Our troops 
halted 11 miles from enemy’s rear, and determined to return to Fort 


Henry. 
TILGHMAN, 
General PoLxK. 


JANUARY 19, 1862—Engagement at Logan's Cross-Roads, on Fishing 
Creek, near Mill Springs, Ky. 


REPORTS, ETC. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Don Carlos Buell, U.S. Army, commanding Department of the 
Ohio, with instructions to Brigadier-General Thomas, and congratulatory 
orders. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. George H. Thomas, U. 8. Army, commanding division, with con 
gratulatory orders. 

No. 3.—Col. Mahlon D. Manson, Tenth Indiana Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 

No. 4.—Col. Speed S. Fry, Fourth Kentucky Infantry. 
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No. 5.—Col. John M. Harlan, Tenth Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 6.—Lieut. Col. William C. Kise, Tenth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 7.—Col. Robert L. McCook, Ninth Ohio Infantry, commanding Third Brigade. 
No. 8.—Col. Horatio P. Van Cleve, Second Minnesota Infantry. 

No. 9.—Lieut. George H. Harries, Adjutant Ninth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 10.—Col. Samuel P. Carter, commanding Twelfth Brigade. 

No. 11.—Col. William A. Hoskins, Twelfth Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 12.—Col. Frank Wolford, First Kentucky Cavalry. 

No. 13.—Capt. William E. Standart, Battery B, First Ohio Light Artillery. 

No. 14.—Capt. Dennis Kenny, jr., Battery C, First Ohio Light Artillery. 

No. 15.—Congratulatory order from the President. 

No. 16.—Gen. A. Sidney Johnston, C. S. Army, commanding the Western Department. 
No. 17.—Maj. Gen. George B. Crittenden, C. 8. Army, commanding division. 

No. 18.—Brig. Gen. William H. Carroll, C. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade. 
No. 19.—Maj. Horace Rice, Twenty-ninth Tennessee Intantry (Confederate). 


No. 1. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Don Carlos Buell, U. 8. Army, commanding Depart- 
ment of the Ohio, with instructions to Brigadier-General Thomas, and 
congratulatory orders. 


LOUISVILLE, January 20, 1862. 


By telegraphic dispatches from the command of General G. H. 
Thomas, whom I had ordered to form a junction with General Schoept 
at Somerset and attack Zollicoffer, I have information that General 
Thomas was attacked by Zollicoffer’s forces at 6 o'clock yesterday 
morning, some 8 miles west of Somerset. He repulsed the enemy hand- 
somely and drove him into his intrenchments at Mill Springs, capturing 
one piece of artillery and four caissons. The enemy left 200 killed and 
wounded on the field. Among the killed are Zollicoffer and Bailie 
Peyton. The difficulty of supplyin g even General Thomas’ force in the 
present condition of the roads, and with our limited amount of trans. 
portation, is almost insurmountable. He has been on half ratious for 


some days. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 
Major-General McCLELLAN. 


LOUISVILLE, January 22, 1862. 
Major-General McCLELLAN, 
Commanding U. 8. Army: 


The following [dated 21st instant] just received from General Thomas: 


The rout of the enemy was complete. After succeeding in getting two pieces of 
artillery across the river and upwards of fifty wagons they were abandoned, with 
all the ammunition in depot at Mill Springs. They then threw away their arms and 
dispersed through the mountain by-ways in direction of Monticello, but are so com- 
pletely demoralized that I don’t believe they will make a stand short of Tennessee. 
I will forward Schoepf’s brigade to Monticello at onco if you desire it. Monticello is — 
one of the strongest positions on the borders of Tennessee. The property captured 
on this river is of great value, amountin g to eight 6-pounders and two Parrott guns, 
with caissons filled with ammunition; about 100 four-horse wagons and upwards of 
1,200 horses and mules; several boxes of arms, which have never been opened, and 
from 500 to 1,000 muskets, mostly flint-locks, but in good order ; subsistence stores 
enough to serve the entire command for three days; also a large amount cf hospital 
stores. As soon as I receive report of brigade commanders will furnish a detailed re- 
port of the battle. Our loss was 39 killed and 127 wounded. Among the wounded 


Cuap. XVII.) LOGAN’S CROSS-ROADS, KY. 07 


were Colonel McCook, of the Ninth Ohio, commanding brigade, and his aide, Lieuten- 
ant Burt, Eighteenth U. 8. Infantry. The loss of the rebels was Zollicoffer and 114 
others killed and buried, 116 wounded, and 45 prisoners not wounded, 5 of whom are 
eurgeons, and Lieutenant-Colonel Carter, Twentieth Tennessee Regiment. 


D. C. BUELL, | 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., February 9, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit General Thomas’ report of the 
battle of Mill Springs, and to commend the services of his troops to the 
approbation of the General-in-Chief for their fortitude under discomforts 
and difficulties and their gallantry in battle. The question of rewards 
to meritorious persons will naturally present itself in this connection. 
It is one which will require to be treated with very great caution. Itis 
one which produces jealousies and dissatisfaction in a regular army, and, 
composed as ours is, may lead to a most injurious condition of things. 
I would suggest that rewards for services in battle be conferred exclu- 
sively by brevets, leaving the full promotion (to the grade of brigadier) 
to flow exclusively from fitness for the office as shown by service. 
The advantage of this rule, in fact the necessity for it, is, I think, 
obvious. 

I commend the general in command for the fidelity and ability with 
which he executed my instructions. 

I would call attention to the following brigade and regimental com- 
manders who were actively engaged in the battle: 

Col. R. L. McCook, Ninth Ohio, commanded the Third Brigade. He 
was distinguished for efficiency and gallantry on the field, and, though 
severely wounded early in the action, continued in his command until 
the engagement closed. 

Col. M. D. Manson, Tenth Indiana, commanded the Second Brigade, 
and behaved gallantly on the field. 

Col. S. S. Fry commanded the Fourth Regiment Kentucky Volun- 
teers, was wounded, and was distinguished for gallantry and efficiency 
on the field. 

Colonel Van Cleve commanded the Second Regiment Minnesota 
Volunteers, and was distinguished for gallantry and efficiency on the 
field. : 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kise commanded the Tenth Regiment Indiana 
Volunteers, and was distinguished for gallantry and efficiency on the 
field. 

Major Kammerling commanded the Ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, 
and was distinguished for gallantry and efficiency on the field. 

For the part taken in the action by the different regiments and bat- 
teries and the subordinate officers I would refer to the report of Gen- 
eral Thomas and the officers in command under him. 

No other reports in relation to the battle have been received. 

A box of captured flags will be forwarded by express. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


LORENZO THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., December 29, 1861. 


General GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division: 


GENERAL: I send you a sketch* of the country about Somerset, which 
gives more information in regard to roads than your map. We con- 
versed about the advance upon Zollicoffer through Columbia, and if you 
remember my idea it is hardly necessary to add anything on this subject. 
It is for you to move upon his left and endeavor to cut hin off from his 
bridge, while Schoepf, with whom, of course, you must communicate, 
attacks him in front. The map will indicate the proper moves for that 
object. The result ought to be at least a severe blow to him or a hasty 
flight across the river. But to effect the former the movement should 
be made rapidly and secretly and the blow should be vigorous and 
decided. There should be no delay after youarrive. It would be better 
not to have been undertaken if it should result in confining an addi- 
tional force merely to watching the enemy. ‘The details of the opera- 
tions must be left to your judgment from the information you gather 
and your observations on the ground. Take such portion ot the cavalry 
‘from Columbia as you think necessary. Draw all the supplies you can 
from the country, and move as light as possible. 

Having accomplished the object, be ready to move promptly in any 
direction, but wait until you hear from me, unless circumstances should 
require you to act without delay, as I may want you to proceed from 
there to the other matter about which we have conversed. 

Report frequently. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HbDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
No. 40. Louisville, Ky., January 23, 1862. 


The general commanding has the gratification of announcing the 
achievement of an important victory, on the 19th instant, at Mill Springs, 
by the troops under General Thomas, over the rebel forces, some 12,000 
strong, under General George B. Crittenden and General Zollicofter. 

The defeat of the enemy was thorough and complete, and his loss in 
killed and wounded was great. Night alone, under cover of which his 
troops crossed the river from their intrenched camp and dispersed, pre- 
vented the capture of his entire force. Fourteen or more pieces of artil- 
' lery, some 1,500 horses and mules, his entire camp equipage, together 
with wagons, arms, ammunition, and other stores to a large amount, 
fell into our hands. 

The general has been charged by the General-in-Chief to convey his 
thanks to General Thomas and his troops for their brilliant victory. No 
task could be more grateful to him, seconded as it is by his own cordia: 
approbation of their conduct. 


By command of Brigadier:General Buell: 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff: 


A ae a ee: 


*To appear in Atlas. 
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Reports of Brig. Gen. George H. Thomas, U. 8S. Army, commanding divis- 
ton, with congratulatory orders. 


HpaQrs. First DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO 


Somerset, Ky., January 31, 1862. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that in carrying out the instruc- 
tions of the general commanding the department, contained in his com- 
munication of the 29th of December, I reached Logan’s Cross-Roads, 
about 10 miles north of the intrenched camp of the enemy on the Cum- 
berland River, on the 17th instant, with a portion of the Second and 
Third Brigades, Kenny’s battery of artillery, and a battalion of Wol- 
ford’s cavalry. The Fourth and Tenth Kentucky, Fourteenth Ohio, and 
the Eighteenth U.S. Infantry being still in rear, detained by the almost 
impassable condition of the roads, I determined to halt at this point, to 
await their arrival and to communicate with General Schoepf. 

The Tenth Indiana, Wolford’s cavalry, and Kenny’s battery took posi- 
tion on the road leading to the enemy’s camp. The Ninth Ohio and 
Second Minnesota (part of Colonel McCook’s brigade) encamped three- 
fourths of a mile to the right, on the Roberts post-road. Strong pickets 
were thrown out in the direction of the enemy beyond where the Somer- 
set and Mill Springs road comes into the main road from my camp to Mill 
Springs, and a picket of cavalry some distance in advance of the infantry. 

General Schoepf visited me on the day of my arrival, and, after con- 
sultation, I directed him to send to my camp Standart’s battery, the 
Twelfth Kentucky, and the First and Second Tennessee Regiments, to 
remain until the arrival of the regiments in rear. 

Having received information on the evening of the 17th that a large 
train of wagons with its escort were encamped on the Roberts post and 
Danville road, about 6 miles from Colonel Steedman’s camp, I sent an 
order to him to send his wagons forward under a strong guard, and to 
march with his regiment (the Fourteenth Ohio) and the Tenth Ken- 
tucky (Colonel Harlan), with one day’s rations in their haversacks, to the 
point where the enemy were said to be encamped, and either capture or 
disperse them. 

Nothing of importance occurred from the time of our arrival until the 
morning of the 19th, except a picket skirmish on the night of the 17th. 
The Fourth Kentucky, the battalion of Michigan Engineers, and Wet- 
more’s battery joined on the 18th. 

About 6.30 o’clock on the morning of the 19th the pickets from Wol- 
ford’s cavalry encountered the enemy advancing on our camp, retired 
slowly, and reported their advance to Col. M. D. Manson, commanding | 
the Second Brigade. He immediately formed his regiment (the Tenth 
Indiana) and took a position on the road to await the attack, ordering 
the Fourth Kentucky (Col. 8.8. Fry) to support him, and then informed 
me in person that the enemy were advancing in force and what disposi- 
. tion he had made to resist them. Idirected him to join his brigade im- 
mediately and hold the enemy in check until I could order up the other 
troops, which were ordered to form immediately and were marching to 
the field in ten minutes afterwards. The battalion of Michigan Engi- 
neers and Company A, Thirty-eighth Ohio (Captain Greenwood), were 
ordered to remain as guard to the camp. 

Upon my arrival on the field soon afterwards I found the Tenth Indi- 
ana formed in front of their encampment, apparently awaiting orders, 
and ordered them forward to the support of the Fourth Kentucky, which 
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was the only entire regiment then engaged. I then rode forward myself 
to see the enemy’s position, so that I could determine what disposition to 
make of my troops as they arrived. On reaching the position held by 
the Fourth Kentucky, Tenth Indiana, and Wolford’s cavalry, at a point 
where the roads fork leading to Somerset, I found the enemy advancing 
through a corn field and evidently endeavoring to gain the left of the 
Fourth Kentucky Regiment, which was maintaining its position in a 
most determined manner. I directed one of my aides to ride back and 
order up a section of artillery and the Tennessee brigade to advance on 
the enemy’s right, and sent orders for Colonel McCook to advance with 
his two regiments (the Ninth Ohio and Second Minnesota) to the sup- 
port of the Fourth Kentucky and Tenth Indiana. 

A section of Captain Kenny’s battery took a position on the edge of 
the field to the left of the Fourth Kentucky and opened an efficient fire 
on aregiment of Alabamians, which were advancing on the Fourth Ken- 
tucky. Soon afterwards the Second Minnesota (Col. H. P. Van Cleve) 
arrived, the colonel reporting to me for instructions. I directed him to 
take the position of the Fourth Kentucky and Tenth Indiana, which regi- 
ments were nearly out of ammurition. The Ninth Ohio, under the im- 
mediate command of Major Kammerling, came into position on the right 
of the road at the same time. 

Immediately after these regiments had gained their position the 
enemy opened a most determined and galling fire, which was returned 
by our troops in the same spirit, and for nearly half an hour the con- 
test was maintained on both sides in the most obstinate manner. At 
this time the Twelfth Kentucky (Col. W. A. Hoskins) and the Tennes- 
see brigade reached the field to the left ot the Minnesota regiment, and 
opened fire on the right flank of the enemy, who then began to fall back. 
The Second Minnesota kept up a most galling fire in front, and the 
Ninth Ohio charged the enemy on the right with bayonets fixed, turned 
their flank, and drove them from the field, the whole line giving way 
and retreating in the utmost disorder and confusion. 

-\s soon as the regiments could be formed and refill their cartridge- 
boxes I ordered the whole force to advance. A few miles in rear of 
the battle-field a small force of cavalry was drawn up near the road, 
but a few shots from our artillery (a section of Standart’s battery) dis- 
persed them, and none of the enemy were seen again until we arrived in 
front of their intrenchments. As we approached their intrenchments 
the division was deployed in line of battle and steadily advanced to 
the summit of the hill at Moulden’s. From this point I directed their 
intrenchments to be cannonaded, which was done until dark by Stan- 
dart’s and Wetmore’s batteries. Kenny’s battery was placed in posi- 
tion on the extreme left at Russell’s house, from which point he was 
directed to fire on their ferry, to deter them from attempting to cross. 
On the following morning Captain Wetmore’s battery was ordered to 
Russell’s house, and assisted with his Parrott guns in firing upon the 
terry. Colonel Manson’s brigade took position on the left near Kenny’s 
battery, and every preparation was made to assault their intrenchments 
on the following morning. The Fourteenth Ohio (Colonel Steedman) 
and the Tenth Kentucky (Colonel Harlan) having joined from detached 
service soon after the repulse of the enemy, continued with their bri- 
gade in the pursuit, although they could not get up in time to join in the 
fight. These two regiments were placed in front in my advance on the 
intrenchments the next morning and entered first. General Schoepf 
also joined me the evening of the 19th with. the Seventeenth, Thirty- 


Cnar. XVII] LOGAN’S CROSS-ROADS, KY. 81 


first, and Thirty-eighth Ohio. His entire brigade entered with the other 
troops. 

On reaching the intrenchments we found the enemy had abandoned 
everything and retired during the night. Twelve pieces of artillery, 
with their caissons packed with ammunition; one battery wagon and 
two forges; alargeamount of ammunition; a large number of small-arms, 
mostly the old flint-lock muskets; 150 or 160 wagons, and upwards of 
1,000 horses and mules; a large amount of commissary stores, intrench- 
ing tools, and camp and garrison equipage, fell into our hands. A 
correct list of all the captured property will be forwarded as soon as it | 
can be made up and the property secured. 

The steam and ferry boats having been burned by the enemy in their 
retreat, it was found impossible to cross the river and pursue them ; 
besides, their command was completely demoralized, and retreated with 
great haste and in all directions, making their capture in any numbers 
quite doubtful if pursued. There is no doubt but what the moral effect 
produced by their complete dispersion will have a more decided effect 
in re-establishing Union sentiments than though they had been captured. 

It affords me much pleasure to be able to testify to the uniform steadi- 
ness and good conduct of both officers and men during the battle, and 
I respectfully refer to the accompanying reports of the different com- 
manders for the names of those officers and men whose good conduct was 
particularly noticed by them. | 

I regret to have to report that Col. R. L. McCook, commanding the 
Third Brigade, and his aide, Lieut. A. S. Burt, Eighteenth U.S. Infantry, 
were both severely wounded in the first advance of the Ninth Ohio Regi- 
ment, but continued on duty until the return of the brigade to camp at 
Logan’s Cross-Roads. 

Col. 8. S. Fry, Fourth Kentucky, was slightly wounded whilst his 
regiment was gallantly resisting the advance of the enemy, during which 
time General Zollicoffer fell from a shot from his (Colonel Fry’s) pistol, 
which no doubt contributed materially to the discomfiture of the enemy. 

Capt. G. E. Flynt, assistant adjutant-general ; Capt. Alvan C. Gillem, 
division quartermaster; Lieut. Joseph C. Breckinridge, aide-de-camp ; 
Lieut. S. E. Jones, acting assistant quartermaster; Mr. J. W. Scully 
quartermaster’s clerk ; Privates Samuel Letcher, Twenty-first Regiment 
Kentucky Volunteers; Stitch, Fourth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, 
rendered me valuable assistance in carrying orders and conaucting the 
troops to their different positions. 

Capt. George S. Roper deserves great credit for his perseverance and 
energy in forwarding commissary stores as faras the hill where our forces 
bivouacked. 

In addition to the duties of guarding the camp, Lieut. Col. K. A. 
Hunton, commanding the Michigan Engineers, and Captain Greenwood, 
Company A, Thirty-eighth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, with their com- 
mands, performed very efficient service in collecting and burying the 
dead on both sides and in moving the wounded to the hospitals near 
the battle-field. 

A number of flags were taken on the field of battle and in the intrench- 
ments. They will be forwarded to headquarters as soon as collected 
together. 

The enemy’s loss, as far as known, is as follows: Brigadier-General 
Zollicoffer, Lieutenant Bailie Peyton, and 190 officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates, killed; Lieut. Col. M. B. Carter, Twentieth Ten- 
nessee; Lieut. J. W. Allen, Fifteenth Mississippi; Lieut. Allen Morse, 
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Sixteenth Alabama, and 5 officers of the medical staff and 81 non-com- 
missioned officers and privates, taken prisoners; Lieut. J. E. Patterson, 
Twentieth Tennessee, and A. J. Knapp, Fifteenth Mississippi, and 66 
non-commissioned officers and privates, wounded; making 192 killed, 89 
prisoners not wounded and 68 wotnded; a total of killed, wounded, and 
prisoners of 349. 

Our loss was as follows: 

















Killed Wounded 
Troops. a a 
bq mo 
3 F| 3 di 
= o “= o 
s) = ro) = 
Oth Indiana ..------- eee cee ee ence ce cence ween cen e ee cnet ee ener ere ctlreereece 10 3 72 
Ist Kentucky (Cavalry) .-.--. .------ 02 eee cece ne cece eer ee cre terree: 1 Dlcouss : 19 
4th Kentucky...-.-.----- 2022 cee eee cen en cece en cee n ncn rent csesccsers|scceree: 8 4 48 
2d Minuesota.......-..-- Pr rrrrrerrrerrrrrrrr rrr er 12 2 31 
Oth Ohio ..---- enn en wee ee wee ne ee reece ence eee ees ener cn ceeeane Bineataed 6 4 24 
Total .-ccoc coccccscccccs ccc ccccccce ccccencemmesc cscs cecneseres: 1 38 13 194 


a re es 

A complete list of the names of our killed and wounded and of the 
prisoners is herewith attached.* 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadicr-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding. 
Capt. J. B. Fry, 
A. A. G., Chief of Staff, Hdgrs. Dept. Ohio, Louisville, Ky. 
[Inclosure.} 
CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS BrEcH GROVE, KY., 
January 18, 1862. 

The following will be the order of march: 

General Zollicoffer: Fifteenth Mississippi in advance, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Walthall; battery of four guns, Captain Rutledge; Nineteenth 
Tennessee, Colonel Cummings; Twentieth Tennessee, Colonel Battle; 
Twenty-fifth Tennessee, Colonel Stanton. 

General Carroll: Seventeenth Tennessee, Colonel Newman; Twenty- 
eighth Tennessee, Colonel Murray; Twenty-ninth Tennessee, Colonel 
Powell; two guns in rear of infantry, Captain McClung. 

Sixteenth Alabama, Colonel Wood, in reserve, cavalry battalions in 
rear, Colonel Branner on the right, Colonel McClellan on the left; inde- 
pendent companies in front of the advance regiment ; ambulances and 
ammunition wagons in rear of the whole and in the order of their regi- 
meuts. 


By order of General Crittenden: | 
A. S. CUNNINGHAM, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpors. First Division, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Somerset, Ky., February 3, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to forward to you by Captain Davidson, 
Tenth Kentucky Volunteers, six rebel flags: one captured on the battle- 
scene, a en 


*Omitted. 
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field by the Second Minnesota Regiment, the others taken in the intrench- 
ments by officers and men of the different regiments. Colonel Kise 
reports that his regiment captured three stands of colors, but none have 
been sent to these headquarters. I have ordered him to turn them in, 
and will forward them as soon as received. In the box with the colors 
is the regimental order-book of the Fifteenth Mississippi Rifles and 
a book of copies of all General Zollicoffer’s orders from the organization 
of his brigade until a few days before the battle. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, CamMpP OPPOSITE MILL SPRINGS, 
No. —. January 20, 1862. 


1. The general commanding congratulates the troops on the splendid 
victory achieved over the enemy yesterday. We have met more than 
double our numbers, fresh from their intrenghments, repulsed them 
completely, and after a pursuit of 10 miles forced them to abandon their 
intrenchments with precipitation, leaving aJl their supplies, camp equi- 
page, and private baggage. It is believed that the route was so com- 
plete that the whole force dispersed. When officers and men have 
behaved with such steadiness and bravery, the general cannot with im- 
partiality particularize the acts of any individuals; all were equally con- 
spicuous. 

2, Col. M. D. Manson, commanding the Second Brigade, will take com- 
mand, and see that all the public property is properly invoiced and for- 
warded to Somerset without delay. He will also throw a strong force 
across the river and secure the public property abandoned by the enemy 
- on the other side, after which he will select the most eligible position for 
his camp and remain until further orders. 

3. Col. RB. L. McCook, commanding the Third Brigade, will proceed 
with his conmand to Somerset, where he will gointo camp until further 
orders. 

4, Commanders of brigades, regiments, and detached corps will report 
the number of killed, wounded, and missing without delay. 

By order of Brig. Gen. G. H. Thomas: | 

GEO. E. FLYNT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





No. 3. 


Report of Col. Mahlon D. Manson, Tenth Indiana Infantry, commanding 
Second Brigade. 


Hpers. SECOND Bric., Frest Div., DEPT. OF THE OHIO, 
Camp near Mill Springs, January 27, 1862. 

Sir: 1 have the honor to transmit to you the following report of the 
part taken by the Second Brigade in the engagement with the enemy at 
Logan’s field, on the 19th instant: 

On the morning of the 17th instant I took the advance of all the 
other troops on the march from Columbia towards the enemy’s works 
with the Tenth Indiana Regiment, and arrived at Logan’s farm, distant 
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aLout 10 miles from the rebel camp, on Cumberland River, at 1 o’clock 
on that day. I immediately placed a strong picket, consisting of two 
companies belonging to the Tenth Indiana Regiment and a section of 
artillery of Captain Kenny’s battery, under Lieutenant Gary, 2 miles 
out on the road leading to the enemy’s fortifications. About 2 o’clock 
on the morning of the 18th a few of the enemy’s cavalry approached 
and fired upon our pickets, which was returned by them, and the enemy 
fell back. 

On the evening of the 18th instant I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Kise 
to send out two companies as pickets on the road to the camp of the 
enemy, which he accordingly did. About daylight on the morning of 
the 19th instant the advance guard of the enemy came in sight of our 
extreme pickets and opened «a fire upon them. The fire was returned 
by the pickets, who immediately afterwards fell back to their com- 
panies. The picket companies having rallied, held the enemy in check 
until a courier arrived at my quarters with information that the enemy 
were advancing with a very large force. I caused the long roll to be 
beaten. The Tenth Indiana Regiment was quickly formed, and I 
ordered them to the support of the picket companies. I also ordered 
Captain Kenny’s and Captain Standart’s batteries to be got in position 
to meet the advancing enemy. On the arrival of the Tenth Indiana 
Regiment to the support of the pickets, they immediately engaged 
three regiments of the enemy, numbering about 2,500 men, and held 
their whole force in check for over one hour. 

As soon as I got the Tenth Indiana Regiment in position I proceeded 
to the camp of the Fourth Kentucky Regiment, which was about three- 
quarters ot a mile from my camp. I woke up Colonel Fry, and ordered 
him to form his regiment and proceed toward the enemy. I then went 
to your quarters, and informed you that the enemy was advancing upon 
us in force. I immediately returned to the field, and found Colonel ry, 
with about 390 men, in the road leading tomy camp. I directed him to 
push forward with his regiment without any further delay ard take 
position in the woods on the left of the Tenth Indiana, which he did, 
arriving there about one hour after the commencement of the battle, 
where his regiment did excellent service. I now gave orders to Cap- 
tain Standart, of the artillery, to throw some shells over the heads of 
our men to the place where I knew the enemy to be, which he did with 
admirable effect. 

I now discovered that the enemy was bringing other forces into 
action, extending their lines, and attempting to outflank us upon the 
right.f Seeing that no time was to be lost, I straightway ordered Col- 
ont! Byrd’s Tennessee Regiment to take position on the right of the 
Tenth Indiana Regiment, which order was about being executed, and 
the regiment was moving in the direction indicated, when they received 
an order from General Carter, commanding them to go and take posi- 
tion on the Somerset road, to meet any portion of the enemy that might 
attempt to flank us in that direction. When I saw the Tennessee regi- 
ment leaving the field I immediately informed you of the fact, when 
you directed me to order up Colonel MeCook’s Ninth Ohio and Second 
Minnesota Regiments to take position on the right, which order I com- 
municated to Colonel McCcok, who moved forward with the two regi- 
ments of his brigade. You also ordered me to have a section of the 
battery taken upon the hill if possible, and in compliance with which 
order Captain Standart, with two sections of artillery, moved forward, 
and with great difficulty succeeded in getting upon the hill, when a 
heavy fire from his guns was opened on the enemy. 
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In the mean time the Ninth Ohio, Second Minnesota, Tenth Indiana, 
and I‘ourth Kentucky Regiments had kept up an unceasing fire upon 
the ranks of the enemy, who now began slowly to fall back before our 
advancing forces. A portion of the enemy halted at a fence, with the 
evident intention of making a stand, when Colonel McCook commanded 
a ‘charge bayonet,” which command was instantly repeated by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Kise, of the Tenth Indiana, and was splendidly executed 
by both regiments. The enemy now gave way and fled in every direc- 
tion in the utmost confusion, being hotly pursued by all your forces in 
the field. 

In accordance with your order I started off to the left of the road 
through the fields and woods, with the Tenth Indiana and Fourth Ken- 
tucky Regiments, in pursuit of the retreating enemy. I proceeded in 
this way until I struck the lower Fishing Creek road, about one mile 
from the main road leading to the enemy’s fortifications. I turned and 
proceeded down the road until I formed a junction with your column, 
apd remained with you until we came in sight of the enemy’s breast- 
works, where I halted my brigade until you had arranged your batteries 
upon the hills commanding the rebel camp. After the artillery had 
shelled the enemy’s works tor some time I received your order to move 
with my brigade to Russell’s house, on the north bank of the Cumber- 
land River, and prevent a flank movement of the enemy, and gain an 
eminence which commanded the ferry at a point where the river divides 
the enemy’s camp. I immediately occupied the place specified in your 
order with the Tenth Indiana, Fourth Kentucky, Fourteenth Ohio, and 
Tenth Kentucky Regiments. Captain Kenny’s battery of artillery 
shortly afterwards came by your orver and took position on the hill 
at Russell’s house with my brigade. Colonels Steedman and Harlan, 
of the Fourteenth Ohio and Tenth Kentucky Regiments, had, after a 
forced march of 18 miles in six hours, overtaken us at the point where 
your column halted for the purpose of shelling the enemy. I very sin- 
cerely regret that you were deprived of the services of these two gallant 
regiments in the battle. Their reports,* which I herewith transmit to 
you, will fully explain why they were not with me on the morning ot 
the engagement. 

At 10 o'clock on the night of the 19th I ordered the gallant Colonel 
Harlan, with his regiment, to advance and take possession of a hill half 
a mile from Russell’s house, which overlooked the camp of the enemy, 
and to hold it at all hazards, and directed him at daybreak on the fol- 
lowing morning to take possession of the enemy’s works if it were ascer- 
tained that they had evacuated them. At 3 o’clock on the morning of 
the 20th you directed me to send another regiment to the support of 
Colonel Harlan on the hill. I sent forward Colonel Steedman, of the 
J‘ourteenth Ohio Regiment. At daylight Colonels Harlan and Steed- 
man, with their regiments, took possession of the enemy’s fortifications, 
the rebels having deserted them during the night. In a very short 
time afterwards the Tenth Indiana and Fourth Kentucky Regiments 
moved up into the deserted intrenchments. My brigade, after reaching 
the enemy’s camp, took possession of twelve pieces of artillery, a large 
quantity of arms of every description, ammunition, commissary aud 
quartermaster’s stores, horses, wagons, &c., all of which the enemy had 
abandoned in their flight. The panic among them was so great that 
they even left a number of their sick and wounded in a dying state upon 
the river bank. 


* Steedman’s not found. 
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The loss of my brigade in killed and wounded is as follows: Tenth 
Indiana Regiment, 11 killed and 75 wounded; Fourth Kentucky Regi- 
ment, 8 killed and 52 wounded; total, 19 killed and 127 wounded. 

The enemy’s loss in killed and wounded cannot be short of 800, and 
some intelligent prisoners estimate it as high as 1,500 in killed and 
wounded and drowned in crossing the river. 

The officers and men under my command behaved themselves with 
coolness and courage during the entireengagement. Their gallantry and 
bravery never were excelled upon any battle-field, and seldom equaled. 
in justice to the enemy I must say ihey exhibited a courage and deter- 
mination worthy of a better cause. General Zollicoffer, who commanded 
a part of their torces, fell while leading on his men, his body pierced by 
three bullets. 

I cannot close my report without mentioning the names of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kise and Maj. A. O. Miller, of the Tenth Indiana Regiment, 
who gallantly and bravely led forward their men and withstood the 
whole force of the enemy solitary and alone for one hour. Oliver S. 
Rankin, quartermaster of the Tenth Indiana Regiment, with his charac- 
teristic bravery and energy, organized his train for the purpose of advanc- 
ing or retiring as the circumstances might require, and promptly supplied 
the men of the Tenth Indiana Regiment with cartridges, from 60 to 75 
rounds of which were fired by them during the action. 

Capt. A. C. Gillem, division quartermaster, who promptly organized 
an ammunition train and moved it on to the field, and by his untiring 
exertions contributed greatly to our success, is deserving of the highest 
praise. 

Capt. George W. Roper, division commissary, merits great praise for 
his services on the field of battle and for so promptly organizing his 
provision train, which supplied the men with rations when they were 
almost exhausted. 

Capt. RK. C. Kise, my assistant adjutant-general, who was of invalua- 
ble service to me in assisting and arranging the troops on the field and 
communicating my orders, is entitled to the highest praise and honors, 

Capt. D. N. Steele, brigade quartermaster, and Capt. D. N. Nye, bri- 
gade commissary, for the faithful performance of their duties, are entitled 
to credit. 

The gallant Col. R. L. McCook, commanding the Third Brigade, I 
shall ever remember with feelings of gratitude and admiration for the 
prompt manner in which he sustained me in the hour of trial. 

To Major Hunt, of the Fourth Kentucky Regiment, who exerted him- 
self in cheering on his men and giving them every encouragement and 
assistance, great honor and praise should be accorded. 

In justice to my own feelings I cannot close this report without con- 
gratulating the commanding general of this division on the splendid 
victory achieved over the rebel forces by the troops under his command 
at Logan’s field. The number of the enemy’s forces engaged in battle 
must have been over 8,000 men, while the Federal force actually en- 
gaged did not exceed at any time over 2,500. 

All the papers and plans of the late General Zollicoffer have fallen 
into my hands, which I have preserved for the future use of the Govern- 
ment. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

MAHLON D. MANSON, 
Colonel, Comdg. Second Brigade, Virst Division, Dept. Ohio. 

Brig. Gen. GEorGE H. THOMAS, 

Commanding First Division, Department of the Ohio. 
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No. 4. 
Report of Col. Speed S. Fry, Fourth Kentucky Infantry. 


ZOLLICOFFER’S CAMP, WAYNE County, Ky., 
January 25, 1862. 

Sir: In compliance with your orders I herewith transmit my report 
of the part my regiment took in the engagement with the enemy on the 
19th instant. | 

At about 6.30 o’clock in the morning I was notified by you in person 
that the enemy was rapidly advancing upon us, and ordered to call out 
my regiment, which was done as promptly as possible. I was directed 
by you to proceed at once towards the scene of action, the fight having 
commenced, and to “go and take a position in the woods.” I had no 
information as to the strength or position of the enemy, and had to be 
governed entirely by my own judgment as to what was best to be done. 

Upon arriving at a point where I could see their position I immedi- 
ately determined to take mine on an elevated point in the field on the 
left of the road, filed my regiment to the left through the fence, and 
formed my line of battle parallel-with and near to it, under a heavy and 
galling fire from the enemy, who were concealed in ® deep ravine at 
the foot of the hill and posted on the opposite hill, distant about 250 
yards. Their line extended around the ridge at the head of the ravine 
and onto the hill occupied by me, and within 50 yards of my right, covered 
throughout its entire extent by the fence separating the field and wood- 
land and by the timber and thick undergrowth adjacent thereto. The 
engagement at once became very warm. Finding that I was greatly 
outnumbered, and the enemy being under cover, I ordered my men to 
the opposite side of the fence in our rear, the enemy continuing to fire 
upon us allthe while. After gaining this position the enemy was kept 
at bay until the arrival of re-enforcements, having made during the time 
two unsuecessful attempts to charge upon us with bayonets fixed and 
their large cane-knives unsheathed. 

Some time after we crossed the fence I was notified by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Croxton that an attempt was being made to flank us on our 
right through the woods, with a view, no doubt, of coming up in our 
rear. As did not see you upon the field, I assumed the responsibility of 
requesting through him that another regiment should be ordered up to 
engage the enemy on the right, while mine might attend more closely to 
the force in front. After waiting some time the arrival of the regiment, 
which Lieutenant-Colonel Croxton reported as approaching, and when it 
was certainly ascertained that the enemy was endeavoring to flank us 
on the right, I ordered him to bring up two companies from the left of 
the regiment, to prevent, if possible, the apprehended danger. It was 
promptly done, and the movement of the enemy checked. 

As the right and center were under a much heavier fire and more 
directly engaged, I considered the transfer of those two companies more 
judicious than a change of position of the whole regiment, which could 
not have been executed without interrupting the continuity of my line of 
fire, which, asthe enemy were near and pressing upon us, I heldimportant 
to preserve unbroken. My command, thus disposed, held the enemy at 
bay until General Thomas arrived and, seeing the posture of affairs, im- 
mediately ordered up the Second Minnesota and Ninth Ohio Regiments. 
Very soon the enemy gave way, flying before our forces like chatf before 
the wind. My men replenished their cartridge-boxes, gathered up our 


88 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND 8. W. VA, [Cuar. XVIL 


wounded, and joined in the pursuit, which terminated in our unobstructed 
entrance to this stronghold of the enemy. 

I take great pleasure in stating that the conduct of Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Croxton, Major Hunt, Adjutant Goodloe, Quartermaster Hope, and 
all my company oftticers, without a single exception, was deserving of the 
highest praise and commendation, and to their coolness and bravery I 
attribute much of the determination of the men. 

Towards the close of the fight I discovered we were getting short of 
ammunition, and the company officers as well as the field officers fearing 
that neither ammunition nor re-enforcements would reach us in time, the 
command was distinctly given by the company officers to their men to 
“fix bayonets,” evidently showing a coolness and determination not to 
be expected from volunteers, and especially those who had never met 
an enemy in battle. 

Capt. Wellington Harlan, who had been for some time under arrest, 
was conspicuous with hs rifle throughout the battle, and for his gallant 
conduct on the field was there presented with his sword by Lieutenant- 

Colonel Croxton (who had caused him to be arrested) and ordered to take 
command of his company. I cannot but speak, without doing violence 
to my own feelings, in the highest terins of praise of the conduct both 
of my officers and men. They all acted nobly their part during the 
whole of the engagement. I led only 400 men and one half of my com- 
pany officers into the fight, nearly all the rest being absent sick. 

All ot which is respectfully submitted. 

SPEED 8. FRY, 


Colonel, Comdg. Fourth Kentucky Regiment of Infantry. 


Col. M. D. MANSON, 
Comdg. Second Brigade, First Division, Dept. of the Ohio. 





No. 5. 
Report of Col. John M. Harlan, Tenth Kentucky Infantry. 


Hpgrs. TENTH REGIMENT KENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS, 
Near Mill Springs, Wayne County, Ky., Jan. 27, 1862. 

Str: [ submit the following report of the action of my regiment in 
connection with the capture of the fortifications erected by the rebel 
Army at and near Mill Springs: 

At this point, however, I deem it proper to state that on the night of 
the 17th instant an order came from the division commander, addressed 
to Colonel Steedman, of the Fourteenth Ohio, and myself (then en- 
camped about 8 miles from Logan’s, where the battle of the 19th occurred), 
directing us to march at once to the farm of one Tarter, on the James- 
town road, and about 6 miles off the main road from Columbia to Som- 
erset, and engage two rebel regiments, supposed to be there encamped. 
This duty was performed, but the enemy was not to be found at the 
place designated. After remaining at Tarter’s until noon of the 18th 
instant, we returned to our camp in the afternoon of Saturday, too late 
to make any further forward movement on that day. You will thus per- 
ceive that it was physically impossible for my regiment, consistent with 
other duties imposed upon us, to be present at Logan’s on the morning 
of the 19th, when the enemy, under Crittenden and Zollicoffer, made an 
attack upon the United States troops. 
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It is deeply regretted by all the officers and soldiers ander my command 
that it was not their privilege to participate in the brilliant achievement 
of the 19th instant. We could wish no higher honor for this regiment 
than to have contributed something to win that most important victory. 
All honor to the brave men of Indiana, Kentucky, Minnesota, and Ohio, 
who on that memorable occasion drove back in dismay three times their 
number of the vandal horde of secession and treason. 

Information came to me Sunday morning of the battle at Logan’s. 
Although the men of my regiment were entirely destitute of provisions, 
and on that morning had not received half enough for breakfast, my 
summons to them to fall into line and march to the aid of our brethren 
was obeyed with commendable alacrity. Starting for the scene of dan- 
ger, we marched as rapidly as it was possible for men to do. Upon 
reaching Logan’s I found that the enemy had fled and that our troops 
had followed in pursuit. Without halting at Logan’s we came up with 
this and the other brigade under General Thomas a short while before 
dark on Sunday. After our arrival, in obedience to orders received from 
you and approved by the division commander, I took possession of the 
woods immediately in front of the rebel fortifications, with directions to 
hold it against any attack of the enemy. There my men lay on the 
ground during the whole of Sanday night without fire, tents, overcoats, 
or blankets, and with nothing to eat except about one-fourth of a 
eracker to each man. <A picket guard was stationed in advance, under 
charge of Capt. G. W. Riley, of Company D. 

At daylight Monday morning I formed my regiment into line, and 
with the approval of both yourself and the division commander started 
towards the rebel fortifications, sending forward in advance of the main 
body of the regiment a squad of men under Captain Hill, Company F, 
who first entered the rebel works. I also sent forward in advance Com- 
pany A, Captain Davidson, as skirmishers. When we reached the en- 
emy’s works it was ascertained that they had, under cover of the previous 
night, crossed the Cumberland, and abandoned, as it is believed, all of 
their wagons, ules, horses, ammunition, and artillery. The rear of the 
fugitive army could not have crossed long before daylight, since when 
my advance, Coirpany A, reached the crossing at the river some of the 
rebels were observed on the opposite side on a high hill, from which 
they fired upon our troops. The fire was returned, and it is believed 
that a member of Company A killed one of the rebels across the river. 
Further pursuit was impossible, since the rebels in their retreat had 
utterly destroyed or removed all means of crossing the river. 

Various documents and papers were found by officers and soldiers 
within the rebel fortifications. Some of them may be of importance to 
the Government or throw some light upon the plans of the rebels, and 
they are therefore transmitted with this report.* Among other docu- 
ments, I transmit a letter written from this place on the 19th instant by 
the son of Brigadier-General Carroll, of the rebel Army, in which he 
states that the entire foree which the enemy there had on both sides of 
the Cumberland River was 13,600. Also a general order, issued on 
January 3, showing that Maj. Gen. George B. Crittenden assumed com- 
mand here on that day. Also a general order from General Zollicoffer, 
of January 12, which shows the amount of the rebel force then on this 
side of the Cumberland under his immediate command. Also the gen- 
eral-order book of Zollicoffer’s brigade. The remaining books and papers 
will not be here described. 


Sess 





*Not found. 
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In conclusion, allow me to say that I do not claim that any special 
honor is due to my regiment because in advance of all other troops a 
portion of it first entered the rebel fortifications, or because my advance 
company first reached the river in their pursuit and there found the 
artillery and other property of the enemy. Simple justice demands the 
admission that the capture of the enemy’s works and the property aban- 
doned by them was the result of the battle at Logan’s on the 19th in- 
stant. But I do claim for the officers and soldiers of this regiment that, 
under circumstances the most discouraging, they made a march (18 miles 
in about six hours) which indicated their willingness, even eagerness, 
to endure any fatigue or make any sacrifice in order to meet on the field 
of battle those wicked and unnatural men who are seeking without 
cause to destroy the Union of our fathers. 

Respectfully, JNO. M. HARLAN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Col. M. D. MANSON, 

Comdg. Second Brigade, First Division, Dept. of the Ohio. 





No. 6. 
Report of Lieut. Col. William C. Kise, Tenth Indiana Infantry. 


Camp OPPOSITE MILL SPRINGS, WAYNE County, Ky., 
January 23, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to report to you the part taken by the Tenth 
Regiment of Indiana Volunteers, under my command, in the battle 
fought on the 19th instant, at Logan’s tarm, Pulaski County, Kentucky: 

On the evening of the 18th instant, in accordance with your order, 
I sent out as pickets Companies K and I, Captains Shortle and Perkins, 
and had them posted on the road leading to the fortifications of the 
enemy on Cumberland River, distant about 12 miles. Maj. A. O. Miller, 
who posted the pickets, stationed Company I 1 mile from our camp, 
and Company K 300 yards beyond. The latter company received in- 
structions to fall back to Captain Perkins if attacked. 

At about 6.30 o’clock on the morning of the 19th instant a courier 
came to our quarters, with information that the enemy was advancing 
upon our camp, and almost immediately afterwards the firing of our 
pickets was heard. The long roll quickly brought the Tenth Kegiment 
into ranks, and I gave orders to Major Miller to go forward with Com- 
pany A, Captain Hamilton, to the support of the picket companies, 
which order was promptly executed. I soon proceeded by your order 
with the remaining seven companies of my regiment down the road in 
the direction of the picket firmg. When TI got within 75 yards of the 
three companies, then hotly engaged, I formed the regiment in line of 
battle and rapidly disposed it for fighting. Five companies extended 
through the woods on the right of the road and the remaining compa- 
nies on the left. A regiment of rebels were advancing in line of battle 
and their treasonable colors were seen flaunting in the breeze. Having 
selected as good a position as practicable, I took a stand and ordered 
the regiment to fire, which order was instantly obeyed. 

The firing continued without cessation for one hour, during which 
time we engaged three of the enemy’s regiments and held them at bay. 
The battle was at its hottest, and our ranks were gradually becoming 
thinned and mutilated, when I perceived a regiment of rebel cavalry 
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attempting to flank me on the right and an infantry regiment on the 
left. I commanded Captain Gregory’s company to take position to 
meet the cavalry on the right, which it did, and opened a galling fire 
upon them, but they were fast closing in upon us,and I saw myself 
completely outilanked on the right, and that re-enforcements must soon 
come to my relief or I would be compelled to fall back. I was event- 
ually forced to order my right wing to retire, when, just as my order 
was being executed, the Fourth Kentucky Regiment, commanded by 
Colonel Fry, came up and took position on the lett of my left wing and 
opened a deadly fire on the ranks of theenemy. I now rallied the right 
wing, the men, with the exception of those who had been detailed to 
carry off the dead and wounded, quickly taking their places in the line. 
Just at this moment a heavy force appeared to be advancing on the ex- 
treme left of the Fourth Kentucky Regiment, and a portion of Colonel 
McCook’s brigade, which had arrived, engaging the enemy on my right, 
I was ordered by General Thomas to the extreme left of the Fourth 
Kentucky Regiment. I moved the regiment through the brush and 
over logs to the place designated, and, coming to a fence parallel with 
my line, we hotly engaged the enemy, and after a hard struggle of half 
an hour’s duration drove him before us and put him to flight with great 
loss. 

A part of my left wing still engaged on the right of the Fourth Ken- 
tucky against great odds being strongly opposed, I was again ordered 
by General Thomas to their support. I forthwith obeyed this command, 
aud in doing so brought my right wing upon the identical ground it had 
been forced to abandon during the earlier part of the engagement. I 
then moved forward the whole right wing and two companies of the left, 
and soon got into a fierce contest with the enemy in front. The whole 
regiment, from right to left, was now warmly engaged, and slowly but 
surely driving the enemy before them, when I ordered a “charge bayo- 
net,” which was promptly executed along the whole line. We soon drove 
the enemy from his place of concealment in the woods into an open field 
200 yards from where I ordered the charge. When we arrived at the 
fence in our front many of the enemy were found lingering in the cor-. 
ners, and were bayoneted by my men between the rails. I pressed on- 
ward, and soon beheld with satisfaction that the enemy were moving in 
retreat across the field, but I suddenly saw them halt in the southeast 
corner of the field on a piece of high ground, where they received con- 
siderable re-enforcements and made a last and desperate effort to repulse 
our troops. In the mean time the gallant Colonel McCook, with his in- 
vincible Ninth Ohio Regiment, came in to our support, and for twenty 
or thirty minutes a terrific struggle ensued between the two opposing 
forces. I never in all my military career saw a harder fight. Finally 
the enemy began to waver and give back before the shower of lead and 
glittering steel brought to bear on his shattered ranks, and he com- 
menced a precipitate retreat under a storm of bullets from our advanc- 

ing forces until his retreat became a perfect rout. 

I ordered enough men left to attend to our dead and wounded, and 
receiving a new supply of cartridges (the most of our boxes being en- 
tirely empty), the men refilled their boxes, and, according to your order, 
I put the regiment in motion after the retreating enemy. Pursuing them 
the same evening a distance of 10 miles, we arrived near the enemy’s 
fortifications at this place. The way by which the enemy had retreated 
gave evidence that they had been in haste to reach their den. Wagons, 
cannon, muskets, swords, blankets, &c., were strewn all along the road 
from the battle-field to within a mile of this place, where I halted the 
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regiment and the men slept on their arms in the open field. The men at 
this time were powder-besmeared, tired, and hungry, having had noth- 
ing to eat since the previous night. On the following morning—the 20th 
instant—after our artillery had shelled the enemy’s works, by your order 
J moved my regiment to his breastworks and into his deserted intrench- 
ments, where I have since remained. 

It may be interesting to state here that our regimental colors, which 
were those presented by the ladies of La Fayette and borne in triumph 
at the battle of Rich Mountain, were completely torn into shreds by the 
bullets.of the enemy. I have had its scattered fragments gathered and 
intend preserving them. Three stands of rebel colors were captured by 
my regiment. 

I cannot speak in terms of sufficient praise of the noble and gallant 
conduct of some of the officers of my regiment. They did their duty and 
fought like tried veterans. Maj. A. O. Miller was wherever duty called 
him, and in the thickest of the fight, cheering on the men. Actg. Adjt. — 
W. E. Ludlow did his whole duty and rendered me valuable assistance 
during the day. Asst. Surg. C. S. Perkins and the Rev. Dr. Dougherty, 
chaplain of the Tenth Regiment, rendered valuable service in their un- 
remitting attention to the wounded. Quartermaster Oliver S. Rankin 
and Nelson B. Smith, of the same department, are entitled to great credit 
for the prompt manner in which they brought up and supplied the men 
with cartridges. Commissary Sergt. David B. Hart, our Rich Mountain 
guide in the three months’ service, was present and in the line of his 
duty. Fife and Drum Majors Daniel and James Conklin shouldered 
muskets and fought valliantly during the early part of the engugement, 
after which they were of great service in carrying off and attending to 
the wounded. Captains Hamilton, Boyl, J. F. Taylor, Carroll, and 
Gregory, and Captains M. B. Taylor, Perkins, and Shortle, the three 
young tigers, were through the entire battle where none but the brave 
and gallaut go, and continually pressed forward with their men where 
the battle raged the hottest and the rebels were found most plenty. 
Captain Vanarsdall, of Company B, was present, and discharged his 
duty faithfully until after the right wing was drawn off. First Lieu- 
tenants Cobb, Goben, McAdams, Van Natta, Johnssen, McCoy, Bush, 
Boswell, Shumate, and Hunt deserve the highest praise for their brave 
and gallant conduct. Lieutenant McAdams fell while he was nobly lead- 
ing on his men. Lieutenant Bush commanded Company G, and quite 
distinguished himself. Second Lieutenants Rodman, Colwell, Merritt, 
Lutz, Miller, Stall, Simpson, Scott, and Wilds fully merit all that can be 
said in their praise, as do all the non-commissioned officers and privates 
that were present during the engagement. Many individual acts of 
bravery might be mentioned, such as those of Orderly Sergeant Miller, 
of Company B, and my orderiy, Abraham A. Carter, who took a gun 
and fought manfully during the intervals that his services were not re- 
quired by me in dispatching orders. But nothing I can say will add to 
the well-merited laurels already on the brows of both officers and men 
of the Tenth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers. 

My regiment lost in killed 11 men, in wounded 75, a complete list of 
whose names I herewith submit.* 

Respectfully submitted. ° 

W. C. KISE, 
LIneutenant-Colonel, Commanding Tenth Indiana Regiment. 


Col. M. D. MANSon, 
Comdg. Second Brigade, First Divison, Dept. of the Ohio. 


* Embodied in report No. 2. 
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Report of Col. Robert L. McCook, Ninth Ohio Infantry, commanding 
Third Brigade. 


Hpers. THIRD Bria., First Div., DEPT. OF THE OHIO, 
Somerset, January 27, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor respectfully te submit the following report of 
the part which my brigade took in the battle of the Cumberland, on the 
19th instant: 

Shortly before 7 a. m. Colonel Manson informed me that the enemy 
had driven in bis pickets and were approaching in force. That portion 
of my brigade with me, the Ninth Ohio and the Second Minnesota 
Regiments, were formed and marched to a point near the junction of 
the Mill Springs and Columbia roads and immediately in rear of Wet- 
more’s battery, the Ninth Obio on the right and the Second Minnesota 
on the left of the Mill Springs road. From this point I ordered a com- 
pany of the Ninth Ohio to skirmish the woods en the right, to prevent 
any flank movement of the enemy. Shortly after this Colonel Manson, 
commanding the Second Brigade, in person informed me that the enemy 
were in force and in position on the top of the next hill beyond the 
woods and that they toreed him to retire. I ordered my brigade for- 
ward through the woods in line of battle, skirting the Mill Springs road. 
The mareh of the Second Minnesota Regiment was soon obstructed by 
the Tenth Indiana, which was scattered through the woods waiting for 
ammunition In tront of them I saw the Fourth Kentucky engagiag 
the enemy, but evidently retirimg. At this moment the enemy with 
shouts advanced on them about 109 yards, and took position within the 
field on the hill-top near the second fence from the wocds. 

At this time I received your order to advance as rapidly as possible 
to the hill-top. I ordered the Second Minnesota regiment to move by 
the flank until it had passed the Tenth Indiana and I*ourth Kentucky, 
and then deploy to the left of the road. I ordered the Ninth Ohio 
Regiment to move through the first corn field on the right of the road 
and take position at the farther fence, selecting the best cover possible. 
The position of the Minnesota regiment covered the ground formerly 
occupied by the Fourth Kentucky and Tenth Indiana, which brought 
their right flank within about 10 feet of the enemy where he had ad-— 
vanced upon the Fourth Kentucky. The Ninth Ohbio’s position checked 
an attempt on the part of the enemy to flank the position taken by the 
Secoud Minnesota, and consequently brought the leit wing almost 
against the enemy where he was stationed behind straw stacks and 
piles of fence rails. Another regiment was stationed immediately in 
front of the Ninth Ohio, well covered by a fence and some woods, a 
small field not more than G60 yards wide intervening between the post- 
tions. The enemy also had possession of a small log house, stable, and 
corn-erib, about 50 yards in tront of the Ninth Olno. 

Along the lines of each of the regiments and trom the enemy’s front 
a hot and deadly fire was opened. On the right wing of the Minnesota 
regiment the contest at first was almost hand to hand; the enemy and 
the Second Minnesota were poking their guns through the same fence. 
However, before the fight continued long in this way that portion of 
the enemy contending with the Second Minnesota Regiment retired in 
good order to some rail piles, hastily thrown together, the point from 
which they had advanced upon the Tourth Kentucky. This portion of 
the enemy obstinately maintaining its position, and the balance remaln- 
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ing as before described, a desperate fire was continued for about thirty 
minutes, with seemingly doubtful result. The importance of possessing 
the log house, stable, and corn-crib became apparent, and Companies 
A, B, C, and D, of the Ninth Ohio, were ordered to flank the enemy 
upon the extreme left and obtain possession of the house. This done, 
still the enemy stood firm to his position and cover. 

During this time the artillery of the enemy constantly overshot my 
brigade. Seeing the superior number of the enemy and their bravery, 
I concluded the best mode of settling the contest was to order the Ninth 
Ohio Regiment to charge the enemy’s position with the bayonet and 
turn his left flank. The order was given the regiment to empty their 
guns and fix bayonets; this done, it was ordered to charge. Every 
man sprang to it with alacrity and vociferous cheering, the enemy 
Seemingly prepared to resist it, but before the regiment reached him the 
lines commenced to give way. But few of them stood, possibly 10 or 12. 

This broke the enemy’s flank, and the whole line gave way in great 

——_. confusion, and the whole turned into a perfect rout. As soon as I could 
form the regiments of my brigade I pursued the enemy to the hospital, 
where you joined the advance. I then moved my command forward 
under orders in line of battle to the foot of Moulden’s Hill, passing on 
the way one abandoned cannon. 

The next morning we marched into the deserted works of the enemy, 
and on the following day returned to our camp. At the time of the 
first advance of the Ninth Ohio I was shot through the right leg below 
the knee. Three other balls passed. through my horse, and another 
through my overcoat. After this I was compelled to go on foot until I 
got to the hospital of the enemy. About the same time I was shot in 
the leg my aide-de-camp, Andrew S. Burt, was shot in the side. 

Too much praise cannot be awarded to the company officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, and the soldiers of the two regiments. Notwithstand- 
ing they had been called out before breakfast and had not tasted food 
all day, they conducted themselves throughout like veterans, obeying 
each command and executing every movement as though they were upon 
parade. Although all the officers of the command evinced the greatest 
courage and deported themselves under fire in a proper soldierly manner, 
were I to fail to specify some of them it would be great injustice. Lieut. 
Andrew 8S. Burt (aide-de-camp), of the Eighteenth U. 8. Infantry; 

Hunter Brooke, private in the Second Minnesota Regiment and volun- | 
teer aide-de-camp; Maj. Gustave Kammerling, commanding the Ninth 
Ohio; Capt. Charles Joseph, Company A; Capt. Frederick Schroeder, 
Company D; George H. Harries, adjutant of the Ninth Ohio Regiment; 
Col. H. P. Van Cleve, James George, lieutenant-colonel, and Alex. 
Wilkin, major of the Second Minnesota Regiment, each displayed great 
valor and judgment in the discharge of their respective duties, so much 
so, in my judgment, as to. place this country and every honest friend 
thereof under obligations to them. 

In conclusion, permit me, sir, to congratulate you on the victory 
achieved, and allow me to express the hope that your future efforts will 
be crowned with the same success. 

Attached you will find the number of the force of my brigade engaged 
and also a list of the killed and wounded.* ; 


I am, respectfully, yours, 
ROBERT L. McCOOK, 
Col. 9th Ohio Regt., Comdg. 3d Brig., 1st Div., Dept. of the Ohio.. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. Tuomas, 
Commanding First Division. 


* Casualties embodied in report No. 2, 
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Report of Col. Horatio P. Van Cleve, Second Minnesota Infantry. 


Hpors. SECOND REGIMENT MINNESOTA VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Hamilton, Ky., January 22, 1862. 


Str: I have the honor herewith to submit my report of the part taken 
by the Second Minnesota Regiment in the action of the Cumberland, on 
the 19th instant: 

About 7 o’clock on the morning of that day, and before breakfast, I 
was informed by Colonel Manson, of the Tenth Indiana, commanding 
the Second Brigade of our division, that the enemy were advancing in 
force and that he was holding them in check, and that it was the order 
of General Thomas that I should form my regiment and march immedi- 
ately to the scene of action. Within ten minutes we had left our camp 
and were marching towards the enemy. Arriving at Logan’s field, by 
your order we halted in line of battle, supporting Standart’s battery, 
which was returning the fire of the enemy’s guns, whose balls and shell 
were falling near us. Assoon as the Ninth Ohio came up and had taken 
its position on our right we continued the march, and after proceed- 
ing about half a mile came upon the enemy, who were posted behind 
a fence along the road, beyond which was an open field broken by 
ravines. The enemy, opening upon us a galling fire, fought desperately, 
and a hand-to-hand tight ensued, which lasted about thirty minutes. 

The enemy having met with so warm a reception in front and after- 
wards being flanked on their left by the Ninth Ohio and on their right 
by a portion of our left, who by their well-directed fire drove them from 
behind their hiding places, gave way, leaving a large number of their 
dead and wounded on the field. We joined in the pursuit, which con- 
tinued till near sunset, when we arrived within a mile of their intrench- 
ments, where we rested upon our arms during the night. 

The next morning we marched into their works, which we found 
deserted. The enemy had crossed the Cumberland. 

Six hundred of my regiment were in the engagement, 12 of whom 
were killed and 33 wounded. 

I am well satisfied with the conduct of my entire command during 
the severe and close engagement in which they took part. Where all 
behaved so well, I have no desire to make individual distinction. ~ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; H. P. VAN CLEVE, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Minnesota Volunteers. 


Col. RoBERT L. McCook, 
Ninth Ohio, Comdg. Third Brig., First Div., Dept. of the Ohio. 





No. 9. 
Report of Lieut. George H. Harries, Adjutant Ninth Ohio Infantry. 


Camp HAMILTON, 
Pulaski County, Ky., January 22, 1862. 
Sir: The bugle called the Ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteers together 
on the morning of the 19th instant about 7 o’clock. Led by Acting Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Kammerling, the regiment was marched out of camp to 
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meet the enemy, who was reported approaching against us on the road 
leading from the Cumberland River to Logan’s farm. The regiment pro- 
ceeded in line of battle to the scene of action, about a mile and a half 
from the camp. At a point this side of the thick woods separating the 
enemy from us Company K was ordered to take position on a side road, 
and to skirmish the bush, for the purpose of protecting us against any 
flank attack. The remaining eight companies (Company G was on 
guard on the other side of our camp, and was left there) proceeded in 
quick step through the woods to the place of battle, and no sooner had 
they reached the edge of the woods when they were ordered to attack the 
enemy. The latter was posted in force on the edge of and in the woods 
opposite us, and was separated from us by two open corn fields, both of 
which were fenced. Our left wing touched the main road leading to the 
Cumberland, and was separated by the same from the right wing of the 
Second Minnesota Regiment. 7 

With loud hurrahs our boys, most gallantly led by Kammerling, 
advanced upon the enemy, extending themselves all over the first of 
said two corn fields, and taking stand along and below the fence. Brisk 
and heavy firing at once began from both sides and continued for about 
halfan hour. At last Companies A, B, ©, and D, from our right wing, 
made a flank movement. by left wheel, and after opening a lively fire 
against the enemy’s left wing they, together with the remaining com- 
panies, made a bayonet charge, driving the enemy from. his position 
with loud shouts. The enemy immediately fled precipitately, leaving 
their dead and wounded, and their knapsacks, blankets, provisions, &e., 
when our men hastily pursued and made a large number of prisoners. 

Company K, detached as stated above, had been ordered to join the 
main body, but failing to find it, fell in with the Second Minnesota and 
participated in the action of the left wing of said regiment. 

The strength of our regiment during this action was 3 staff officers, 1 
staff bugler, 21 company and 93 non-commissioned officers, 505 privates, 


and 8 buglers. 
GEO. H. HARRIES, 
Adjutant Ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteers. 


Col. RoBERT L. McCook, 
Ninth Ohio, Comdg. Third Brig., First Div., Dept. of the Ohio. 


ere 


No. 10. 
Keport of Col. Samuel P. Carter, commanding Twelfth Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH BRIGADE, 
Somerset, Ky., January 30, 1862. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
action of the First and Second Tennessee and Twelfth Kentucky Regi- 
ments Volunteers in the engagement of the 19th instant: 

On the morning of the 17th January, 1862, I left Somerset, Ky., with 
the First and Second East Tennessee Regiments, and proceeded to the 
crossing of Fishing Creek, on the Columbia road. Leaving the regi- 
ments at the crossing, I proceeded to Logan’s Cross-Roads and reported 
to you in person. Late on the evening of the 17th I ordered up the 
Tennessee regiments to Logan’s, and by 8 o’clock p. m. they were 
bivouacked at the junction of the roads leading to Somerset and to Mill 
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Springs. Captain Wetmore’s battery, of two howitzers and two Parrott 
guns, joined me at Logan’s on the 18th, having made a forced march 
over the deep roads and under a drenching rain from Somerset. My 
troops were exposed to the rain and inclemeney of the weather on 
Saturday and Saturday night, without shelter and without the usual 
rations aud without tents. The rapid rise of Fishing Creek prevented 
the regimental wagons from crossing. Notwithstanding their uncom- 
fortable condition for forty-eight hours, they formed in line of battle on 
Sunday morning with alacrity to meet the enemy. In compliance with 
your orders, the two Tennessee regiments and the Twelfth Kentucky 
were formed by me on the left of your line, so as to protect the road lead- 
ing to Somerset from Mill Springs, in supporting distance of the center 
and right wing of the army. Captain Wetmore’s battery of four pieces 
was stationed on the right of the line, where it was efficiently worked, 
throwing shot and shell into the lines of the enemy. Subsequently two 
pieces of this battery were moved to the lett of the line, to assist in pro- 
tecting that wing from any advance of the enemy on the road from Mill 
Springs which comes into the Somerset road east of the encampment of. 
the Tenth Indiana Regiment. 

Soon aiter these positions were taken by the Tennessee and Twelfth 

| Kentucky Regiments I received from one of your aides iniormation that 
the enemy was advancing through the woods aud not on the road we 
were guarding. The brigade was immediately advanced to meet him. 
After reaching the woods the three regiments were closed in on the 
enemy’s right, the l‘irst Tennessee deployed into the field, pressing the 
enemy’s right up the hill, firing at him and capturing some prisoners, 
among whom was Lieutenant-Coloncl Carter, of the ‘Twentieth (rebel) 
Regiment of Tennessee. In this advance the Twelfth Kentucky, which 
was on the extreme left of the line, had a brisk skirmish with a part of 
the enemy’s forces and captured several prisoners. The Second East 
Tennessee Regiment also came up with and captured several of the 
enemy. 

In the pursuit of the enemy, and by your order, the Tennessee regi- 
ments took the right of the line in the advance, and maintained that 
position during the rest of the day. At 3.30 p. m. the brigade arrived 
at the foot of Moulden’s Hill. Here the enemy was expected to make 
a stand. Wearied by a long march and without provisions during the 
day, the gallant men of the Twelfth Brigade advanced to the top of the 
hill with intrepidity and spirit, but the enemy had abandoned this im- 
portant height, which commanded his fortified camp about three-fourths 
of a mile on the opposite hills. The artillery was brought up immedi- 
ately, and the Parrott guns of Captain Wetmore threw shells with 
great precision into the enemy’s works. 

After cannonading until dark, the men Jay on their arms on Moulden’s 
Hill all night, impatient for the renewal of the combat. Early on Mon- 
day morning Wetmore’s Parrott guns were again placed in position near 
your headquarters, Russell’s house, and by the precision of their fire 
burned or compelled the enemy to burn his steamboai, which had been 
used for some time as a ferry-boat, and commissary stores ou the south 
side of the river. In the advance on the intrenched camp on Monday 
morning the Tennessee regiments entered the enemy’s works on the left 
of his line, and much to their surprise found the works deserted. The 
position assigned the First and Second East Tennessee Volunteers on 
the extreme left of your line, and the enemy making no attempt in foree 
on that flank, these regiments did not come into the hottest part of the 
combat, but the discipline exhibited in their movements on the field, 
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their eagerness to engage the enemy, the spirit evinced in the pursuit, 
and the indomitable perseverance that carried them at the close of the 
day to the top of Moulden’s Hill in hope of meeting the enemy, deserve 
my highest commendation, and prove that the expectations formed by 
their friends of their valor in battle will not be disappointed. 

To the field and company officers of the regiments of the brigade I 
am much indebted for the zeal and gallantry displayed by them in the 
management of their several departments on the march and on the field. 

My thanks are especially due to my aide, Lieut. T. J. Tipton, for 
gallant and efficient services on the field. Capt. M. C. Garber, brigade 
quartermaster, volunteered to serve on my staff as aide, and rendered 
me important service, carrving my messages (one of them under the 
severest fire of the enemy’s line) all day Sunday and Monday. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. CARTER, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding Twelfth Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 

Commanding First Division, Department of the Ohio. 


No. 11. 
Report of Col. William A. Hoskins, Twelfth Kentucky Infantry. 


Hpqrs. TWELFTH REGIMENT KENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS, 
Waitsborough, January 26, 1862. 


CAPTAIN: In obedience to the order of Brig. Gen. G. H. Thomas, of 
this date, I respectfully submit the following report of the humble part 
performed by the Twelfth Regiment of Kentucky Volunteers, under my 
command, in the engagement of Logan’s fields on the 19th instant, as 
also on the subsequent day, in the storming the fortifications at Beech 
Grove: 

On the night of the 17th my regiment joined the forces under com- 
mand of Brig. Gen. G. H. Thomas at Lee’s fields, and bivouacked in a 
lot on the Columbia and Somerset road, opposite the encampment of the 
Ninth Ohio, my men having waded Fishing Creek on their march from 
Somerset. Here we remained through the day and night of the 18th, 
exposed to the excessive rains without shelter, we having been ordered 
to move without our camp equipage. 

On the morning of the 19th, at about 6 o’clock, we were alarmed by 
the report of musketry, when my regiment was immediately formed, and 
notwithstanding it was much reduced in numbers from forced marches 
and necessary exposure in the performance of picket duty with insufii- 
cient clothing (never having drawn their overcoats until a few weeks 
since), yet no sooner had they received the news of the approach of the 
enemy than they seemed to grasp their guns with a firmer hold, evine- 
ing a determination to discharge their duty as soldiers and Kentuckians. 

After awaiting orders a short time, becoming impatient and fearing 
we had been overlooked in the excitement of the moment, and seeing 
the Ninth Ohio moving out by the Columbia and Somerset road, I deter- 
mined to move on to the point of conflict by a more direct line through 
the fields and woods, and so soon as the Ninth Ohio had passed my 
regiment was moved out on double-quick, reaching Logan’s house in 
advance of the Ninth Ohio. (Logan’s house was on a direct line from 
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our encampment to the right wing of our forces then engaged with the 
enemy.) At that point we were ordered to report to Brigadier-General 
Carter. By General Carter we were ordered to form on the left of the 
First Tennessee, which was done in the first field beyond the forks of 
the Columbia and Mill Springs road, and drawn up in line of battle within 
75 or 100 yards of and parallel to a dense skirt of timber. Our first line 
formed was also in the rear of and perpendicular to the line of fire by 
our artillery. We were next ordered to move by the lett flank until both 
the Twelfth Kentucky and First Tennessee were under cover of the tim- 
ber, when we were halted. In that position my men imprudently huz- 
zaed, from which the enemy got our position, and opened fire upon us 
with their artillery, one shot passing directly over us, another striking 
the ground and exploding 20 feet to the left of my regiment. 

The inquiry was then made of General Carter why we could not pro- 
ceed to the point of conflict. To that he replied, that ‘We might fire 
upon our friends.” Captain Ham’s company of riflemen were then 
deployed as skirmishers to our left, and the positions of both regiments 
changed, by advancing some 50 paces in the direction of theenemy. In 
a short time we were informed by General Carter that a body of rebel 
infantry 2,000 strong were advancing in the direction of us, and ordered 
us to cross the ravine to meet them, the bluffs of which on either side 
were very abrupt, standing at an angle of 45 degrees, rendered more 
difficult of descent and ascent from the recent rains. In consequence of. 
the abruptness of the bluffs I had to abandon my horse. After crossing» 
the ravine and moving on a short distance I lost sight of the Iirst Ten- 
nessee, and on our reaching the battle eround we found the Second Min- 
nesota and Ninth Ohio engaged with the enemy. We moved up on the 
right wing of the enemy and opened fire upon them, when they retreated 
beyond the hill, first returning our fire, which passed harmlessly over 
our heads. We immediately charged the hill, on the summit of which 
we captured Sergeant-Major Ewing, and sent him into camp. We 
algo discovered a party of rebeis retreating down a ridge to our left, 
whom we pursued, and captured 5 of the number and sent back to camp. 
I saw no regiment in advance of us when we gained the ridge. Here 
we were joined by a detachment of cavalry under command of Maj. John 
A. Brents, who had been dismounted during the engagement. After 
passing the rebel hospital we were ordered to form on the left of the 
Ninth Ohio, which position we held during the day. On the morning 
of the 20th we were ordered to form on the right of the Thirty-fifth, as a 
reserve to the Third Brigade, which was ordered to storm the fortifi- 
cations. 7 

{ regret that in this action the soldiers of the Twelfth Kentucky did 
not have an opportunity of displaying more fully their chivalry, being 
satisfied that in any position in which duty may call them they will 
deport themselves as soldiers worthy the renown of their fathers. 

In consequence of severe indisposition both Lieutenant-Colonel How- 
ard and Major Worsham were unable to move with the regiment. Con- 
sequently their places were filled by Captains Ham and Rousseau, who 
rendered me valuable assistance in restraining the impetuosity of my 
men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. A. HOSKINS, 
Colonel, Commanding Twelfth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers. 


Capt. G. E. FLYNT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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No. 12. 
Report of Col. Frank Wolford, First Kentucky Cavalry. 


CAMP BRENTS, January 22, 1862. 


GENERAL: At daylight on Sunday morning, the 19th, my pickets, 
sent in obedience to your order in the direction of Mill Springs, came in 
contact with the advance of the enemy and fired on thei. I immedi- 
ately sent word to Colonel Manson, and proceeded with my command 
to the relief of my picket. In less than 2 miles of our camp we met the 
enemy and fired on their advance, which constantly retreated. In a 
very short pursuit I discovered that the enemy were in considerable 
numbers. I dispatched a messenger to you to inform you that the 
enemy were advancing in force, and fell back to where Colonel Manson’s 
regiment was formed, and dismounted my men, and formed them in the 
wovods on an elevated place, commanding a field through which the 
enemy were advancing. Discovering that the enemy were coming in 
the direction of a hollow, from which under cover of a hill they could 
flank us, [ advanced with a portion of my command to the head of the 
hollow, where we drove the enemy back four times, and compelled them 
to change their direction and come down the ridge beyond. At this 
time Colonel Manson, overwhelmed by superior force and almost sur- 
rounded commenced falling back to meet re-enforcements. I ordered 
my men to follow. When we reached our horses we found them sur- 
rounded by the enemy. I cut them loose and let them run down the 
road, when my men caught them and remounted, the enemy getting 
two or three of our horses. 

Colonel Fry came up at this time and formed on the ground we had 
previously occupied. I dismounted my men and formed them again 
with Colonel Fry’s, where they were fighting when you came up. The, 
remainder of the fight, so far as my men were concerned, you saw. My 
officers and men, with a few exceptions, fought most valiantly. Captain 
Burris, after the first part of the fight, being sick, left his men. He was 
not wounded, as I understood and verbally reported to you. After he 
left I placed his men under the command of Adjutant Drye and Lieu- 
tenant Coppage, who discharged their duty well. Captain Sweeney 
mistook my command, and formed about 30 of Lis men in the wrong 
place. The balance of his men, under Lieutenant Wolford, formed 
where they were commanded, and fought well. Captain Sweeney after- 
wards fell in and did well. Captain Alexander and his men fought well. 
Lieutenant Miller, in command of Captain Morrison’s company, fought 
well, and fell at their head. 

Our loss was 3 killed, one of whom was Lieutenant Miller, and 19 
wounded, 8 of whom will die; 15 missing, some. of whom I have reason 
to believe have gone home wounded. We had 3 horses killed and about 
20 lost. 

Major Brents gave me great assistance during the fight. Two of the 
band picked up guns and fought; the balance fled. 


Yours, &ce., 
FRANK WOLFORD. 
General THOMAS. 


Cnap. XVII.) LOGAN'S CROSS-ROADS, KY. 101 
No. 138. 


Report of Capt. William E. Standart, Battery B, First Ohio Light 
Artillery. 


SOMERSET, January 26, 1862. 


SIR: On the morning of the 19th, at 7 a m., heard pickets firing in 
the advance of the Tenth Indiana camp. My horses being in harness, 
ordered one section, under charge of Lieutenant Bennett, on the road 
by the Tenth Indiana camp. Moved two sections through the fields. 
Advanced into the woods. Not finding position, took position between 
the fields and woods. At this time, finding a by-road on our right, 
went with the left section on the road, when I was ordered out by 
Colonel Manson. Lieutenant Bennett at this time was compelled to fall 
back. At this time got my battery together. Got position on ridge. 
Fired some 20 shell over the woods. he enemy falling back, moved 
my battery forward and fired at such parties as could be seen. Moved 
to within three-quarters of a mile of the fortification, having position on 
a hill. Shelled the intrenchment until dark. Remained in our position 
until daylight. Monday, the 20th, advanced with the column through 
the intrenchments. Shelled the camps over the river. Expended 213 
Hotchkiss shell and 11 spherical case. No casualties to report. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
W. E. STANDART, 
Captain Company B, First Regt. Light Artillery, Ohio Vols. 


Brigadier-General THOMAS. 


No. 14. 
Report of Capt. Dennis Kenny, Jr., Battery C, First Ohio Light Artillery. 


JANUARY 25, 1862. 


Str: On the morning of January 19 my battery was encamped at 
Logan’s Cross-Roads, and was turned out about 7 a. m. by the reports 
of sharp firing by the out-pickets of the Tenth Indiana Regiment. I 
placed my battery in position on a ridge running parallel with the belt 
of woods in which our forces were engaging the enemy, and about 20 
yards distant, to cover the Tenth Indiana, which I was informed was 
falling back. I subsequently retired one section to the high knoll near 
the Somerset road and advanced one through the timber by a narrow 
angling road to the open field where the battle appeared to be the heav- 
lest. My pieces unlimbered in the lower corner of the open corn field 
and delivered seven effective shots (James shell) upon a regiment of 
Mississippians, who were then advancing in line to charge our forces in 
the edge of the timber on the right of the field. No supporting infan- 
try except a few of the Fourth Kentucky were near, and as the enemy 
approached they retired under cover of the timber, when it was deemed 
advisable to withdraw the section, which was done in good order. 

When the firing ceased I sent forward for orders to move my battery, 
' and upon the receipt of orders to move my battery to the front attempted 
to do so, but was prevented by the blocking up of the road by another 
battery. Upon our arrival in front of the rebel intrenchments I was 
assigned a position on an eminence to the left of our main position, 
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from which point we fired 59 rounds of shot and shell; in all, 66 rounds 
fired by my battery. I have no casualties of any kind to report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PD. KENNY, JR., 
Commanding Battery C, First Ohio Artillery. 


General GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Department of the Ohio. 


No. 15. 


Congratulatory order from the President. 





WAR DEPARTMENT, January 22, 1862. 


The President, Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, has re- 
ceived information of a brilliant victory by the United States forces 
over a large body of armed traitors and rebels at Mill Springs, in the 
State of Kentucky. He returns thanks to the gallant officers and soldiers 
who won that victory, and when the official reports shall be received 
the military and personal valor displayed in battle will be acknowl- 
edged and rewarded in a fitting manner. 

The courage that encountered and vanquished the greatly superior 
numbers of the rebel force, pursued and attacked them in their in- 
trenchments, and paused not until the enemy was completely routed, 
merits and receives commendation. . 

The purpose of this war is to attack, pursue, and destroy a rebellious 
enemy, and to deliver the country from danger menaced by traitors. — 
Alacrity, daring, courageous spirit, and patriotic zeal on all occasions 
and under every circumstance are expected from the Army of the United 
States. In the prompt and spirited movements and daring battle of 
Mill Springs the Nation will realize its hopes, and the people of the 
United States will rejoice to honor every soldier and officer who proves 
his courage by charging with the bayonet and storming intrenchments, 
or in the blaze of the enemy’s fire. 

By order of the President : | 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 





No. 16. 


Report of General A. Sidney Johnston, CO. S. Army, commanding the 
Western Department. 


BOWLING GREEN, Ky., January 22, 1862. 
The tollowing dispatch just received from Nashville: 


General Crittenden, with eight regiments of infantry and six pieces of artillery, 
attacked the enemy on Sunday morning, 19th instant, 7 o’clock, in strong position on 
Fishing Creek, 11 miles from Mill Springs. The attack was repulsed by superior 
numbers, and a disorderly retreat commenced after General Zollicoffer fell. The 
enemy followed to our breastworks and commenced shelling the camp on the right 
bank of the Cumberland River, which was abandoned during the night, with the loss — 
of our artillery, ammunition, cavalry horses, teams, and camp equipments. The com- 
mand is in full retreat towards Knoxville. Loss, killed and wounded on our side, 


about 500. 
V. SHELIA, 
Captain, on Staff of General Crittenden. 


A. S. JOHNSTON, | 
To J. P. BENJAMIN. General, Commanding. 
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Reports of Maj. Gen. George B. Crittenden, C. S. Army, commanding 
division. 


. HEADQUARTERS, 
Beech Grove, Ky., January 18, 1862. 
Str: [am threatened by a superior force of the enemy in front, and 
finding it impossible to cross the river, I will have to make the fight on 
the ground I now occupy. 
If you can do so, I would ask that a diversion be made in my favor. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
| Major-General, Commanding. 
To the ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Headquarters Department of the West. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Monticello, Ky., January 20, 1862. 

Sir: On the night of the 18th (at 12 midnight) I moved my force from 
Beech Grove and attacked the enemy (in position about 9 or 10 miles 
from camp) at 7 o’clock the next morning. After a very severe fight of 
three hours I was compelled to retire, and reoccupied my intrenchments. 
The enemy advanced the same evening and opened their batteries upon 
us. : 

Finding it was impossible to remain where I was, I crossed my com- 
mand to the south side of the river by a steamboat on the night of the 
19th. . 

I am now on my march to Celina or some other point on the Cumber- 
Jand River where I can communieate with Nashville. The country is 
entirely destitute of provisions. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
| . Major-General. 

To the ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 

Headquarters Department of the West, Bowling Green, Ky. 


DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, January 26, 1862. 

Siz: I arrived at this place* this afternoon, via Livingston, at which 
place I remained one day. My marches were slow, and during the time 
nothing was heard that was reliable of the enemy being on this side of 
the river. On the contrary, information has been brought.me that the 
enemy moved towards Columbia immediately after the battle. I am 
unable just yet to send a correct report, but I do not think my loss 
exceeded 300 killed and wounded. A good many men have left me on 
account of the country through which I have passed being the homes 
of a good portion of two regiments. I will in a few days, however, have 
them all together, when I will proceed at once to reorganize them. I 


* Gainesborough. 
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would ask that the orders which I have given on the quartermasters 
and commissaries at Nashville be approved. 
I await your orders at this point. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General. 


To the ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Headquarters, Bowling Green, Ky. 


DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, 
Gainesborough, Tenn., January 29, 1862. 


Sir: I would most respectfully state that on the morning of the 19th 
of this month, at 12 o’clock, I moved from our intrenchments, on the 
north side of Cumberland River, and attacked the enemy in position 
about 10 miles from camp. The battle commenced about 7 a. m. and 
lasted until 10.30 a. m. the same day. The enemy had a superior force 
to my own, although the information in my possession previous to the 
battle was that their strength was a little less, or about equal. Re-en- 
forcements were added to them during the engagement. After three 
and a half hours hard fighting my forces yielded to the overpowering 
numbers of the enemy, and, retiring, occupied our intrenchments the 
saine afternoon. The enemy pursued me in force and established their 
batteries in front of my position. The range of their guns being supe- 
rior to ours, together with the scarcity of provisions, and none to be 
had in the country, I deemed it advisable the same evening to cross 
the river, and took up my line of march for this place. From all the 
information in my possession the enemy’s loss in killed and wounded 
was greater than ours. We lost in killed and wounded not exceeding 
300. : 

The enemy sought evidently to combine their forces stationed at Som- 
erset and Columbia, and, when such junction was made, to invest my 
intrenchments. I deemed it proper, therefore, to make an attack before 
the junction could be effected, feeling confident, from the reports of the 
cavalry pickets, made at a late hour, that the waters of Fishing Creek 
were so high as to prevent them from uniting. My information in that 
respect was correct. 

A heavy rain occurred during the progress of the engagement, and 
in consequence a great many of the flint-lock muskets in the hands of 
my men became almost unserviceable. | 

I am pained to make report of the death of Brig. Gen. F. K. Zolli- 
coffer, who fell while gallantly leading his brigade against the foe. In 
his fall the country has sustained a great loss. In counsel he has always 
shown wisdom, and in battle braved dangers, while coolly directing the 
movements of his troops. 

I will as soon as possible reorganize my command. Supplies, camp 
and garrison equipage, &¢., are coming to me daily from Nashville by 
steamboat. 

In a few days I will make a report more in detail. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
= Major-General. 


To the ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL, 
| Richmond, Va. 
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DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, 
Camp Fogg, Tenn., February 13, 1862. 


Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of the engage- 
ment of January 19, near Fishing Creek, Pulaski County, Kentucky : 

On January 17 I was occupying Mill Springs, on the south side of the 
Cumberland River, with the Seventeenth, Tweuty-eighth, and Thirty- 
seventh Tennessee Regiments, the First Battalion Tennessee Cavalry, 
two companies of the Third Battalion Tennessee Cavalry, and four 
pieces of artillery. I was also at the same time occupying Beech Grove, 
on the north bank of the river, and directly opposite Mill Springs, with 
the Fifteenth Mississippi, Sixteenth Alabama, Nineteenth, Twentieth, 
Twenty-fifth, and Twenty-ninth Tennessee Regiments, two battalions of 
Tennessee cavalry, two independent cavalry companies, and twelve 
pieces of artillery. 

For some time the enemy in front of Beech Grove had occupied Som- 
erset, 18 miles distant, with eight regiments of infantry and with artil- 
lery; and Columbia, 35 miles distant, with five regiments of infantry. 
On January 17 I was informed that the force from Columbia, with a 
large addition, making a total of from 6,000 to 10,000 men, with guns of 
a large caliber, under General Thomas, commanding the First Division 
of the Federal Army in Kentucky, was moving across my front, on the 
road from Columbia towards Somerset, with the intention of forming a 
junction with the Somerset force and attacking Beech Grove. 

On the 18th, at daylight, I moved the Seventeenth and Twenty-eighth . 
Tennessee Regiments across the river from Mill Springs to Beech Grove. 
On the 18th I was informed that the force under General Thomas was 
encamped at Webb’s [Logan’s] Cross-Roads, a point 10 miles from Beech 
Grove and 8 miles from Somerset, at which the roads from Columbia to 
Somerset and Beech Grove to Somerset unite, and that it would there 
await both a re-enforcement (that I was advised was advancing from the- 
rear) and the passage of Fishing Creek by the Somerset force. It was 
necessary that the Somerset force should cross Fishing Creek before it 
could join the force under General Thomas or approach Beech Grove, 
and for these purposes it had advanced from Somerset. I was advised 
that late and continuous rains would prevent the passage of Fishing 
Greek on the 18th and 19th by any infantry force. 

In the then condition of my command I could array for battle about 
4,000 effective men. Absolute want of the necessary provisions to feed 
my command was pressing. .The country around was barren or ex- 
hausted. Communication with Nashville by water was cut off by a force 
of the enemy occupying the river below. The line of communication in 
the rear was too long to admit of winter transportation and extended 
through a barren or exhausted country. 

To.defend Beech Grove required me to draw into it the force from 
Mill Springs. From the course of the river and the condition of things 
it was easy for a detachment from the force of the enemy occupying’ it 
below to cross over, intercept the line of land communication, and, tak- 
ing Mili Springs, entirely prevent my recrossing the Cumberland. This 
river (greatly swollen), with high, muddy banks, was a troublesome bar- 
rier in the rear of Beech Grove. Transportation over it was, at best, 
very difficult. A small stern-wheel steamboat, unsuited for the trans- 
portation of horses, with two flat-boats, were the only means of crossing. 

Beech Grove was protected in front by earthworks; but these incom- 
plete and insufficient, and necessarily of such extent that I had not force 
to defend them. The range of our artillery was bad, and there were 
commanding positions for the batteries of the enemy. Every effort had 
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been made to provision the command, to increase the means of crossing 
the river, and to perfect the works for defense, under the charge of a _ 
skillful engineer officer, Captain Sheliba. 

When I first heard that the enemy was approaching in front it was 
my opinion that I could not retire with my command—artillery, trans- 
portation, camp and garrison equipage, baggage, and cavalry horses— 
from Beech Grove to Mill Springs without information of such a move- 
ment reaching the enemy, and a consequent attack during the move- 
ment and heavy loss. I was out of reach of support or re-enforcement. 
Under these circumstances I determined not to retreat without a battle. 
I decided that it was best to attack the enemy, if possible, before the 
coming re-enforcements from his rear should arrive and before the 
Somerset force could cross Fishing Creek. I could reasonably expect. 
much from a bold attack and from the spirit of my command. 

On the evening of the 18th I called in council Brigadier-Generals Zol- 
licotfer and Carroll and the commanding officers of regiments and of 
cavalry and artillery ; and there it was determined, without dissent, to 
march out and attack the enemy under General Thomas on the next | 
morning. Accordingly Generals Zollicoffer and Carroll were ordered 
to move their brigades at midnight in the following order: 

1st. The brigade of General Zollicoffer, in the following order: In front, 
the independent cavalry companies of Captains Saunders and Bledsoe ; 
then the Fifteenth Mississippi Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Walthall; then the Nineteenth Tennessee, commanded by Col. 
D. H. Cummings; then the Twentieth Tennessee, commanded by Colo- 
nel Battle; then the Twenty-fifth Tennessee, commanded by Col. 8.8. 
Stanton; then four guns of Rutledge’s battery, commanded by Captain 
Rutledge. 

2d. The brigade of General Carroll in this order: In front, the Sev- 
enteenth Tennessee, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Miller; then 
the Twenty-eighth Tennessee, commanded by Colonel Murray; then 
the Twenty-ninth Tennessee, commanded by Colonel Powell; then two 
guns of McClung’s battery, commanded by Captain McClung. 

In rear were the Sixteenth Alabama, as a reserve, commanded by Col. 
W. B. Wood, and the cavalry battalious of Lieutenant-Colonel Branner 
and Lieutenant-Colonel McClellan. 

Soon after daylight on the morning of January 19 the cavalry advance 
came in contact with the pickets of the enemy, after a march of near 9 
miles, over a deep and muddy road. With a few shots the enemy’s 
pickets were driven in, retiring about a quarter of a mile to a house on 
the left of the road. From this house and woods in the rear of it quite 
a brisk firing was opened upon the head of the column. Skirmishers 
having been thrown foward, General Zollicoffer’s brigade was formed in 
line of battle and ordered to advance upon the enemy, whom I supposed 
would come out from their camp, which we were now approaching, to 
take position. The road here extended straight in front for near a mile 
towards the north. ‘ 

A company of skirmishers from the Mississippi regiment, advancing 
on the lett of the road, after sharp firing, drove a body of the enemy from 
the house and the woods next to it, and then, under orders, crossing the 
road, fell in with their regiment. Following this company of skirmish- 
ers on the left of the road to the point where it crossed to the right, the 
regiment of Colonel Cummings (Nineteenth Tennessee) kept straight on, 
and, crossing a field about 250 yards wide at a double-quick, charged 
into the woods where the enemy was sheltered, driving back the Tenth 
Indiana Regiment until it was re-enforced. - 
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At this time General Zollicoffer rode up to the Nineteenth Tennessee 
and ordered Colonel Cummings to cease firing, under the impression — 
that the fire was upon another regiment of his own brigade. Then the 
general advanced, as if to give an order to the lines of the enemy, within 
bayonet reach, an was killed just as he discovered his fatal mistake. 
Thereupon a conflict ensued, when the Nineteenth Tennessee broke its 
line and gave back. Rather in the rear and near to this regiment was 
the Twenty-fifth Tennessee, commanded by Colonel Stanton, which 
engaged the enemy, when the colonel was wounded at the head of his 
men; but this regiment, impressed with the same idea which had proved 
fatal to General Zollicoffer—that it was engaged with friends—soon 
broke its line and fell into some disorder. | 

At this time—the fall of General Zollicoffer having been announced to 
me—I went forward in the road to the regiments of Colonels Cummings 
and Stanton, and announced to Colonel Cummings the death of General 
Zollicoffer, and that the command of the brigade devolved upon him. 

There was a cessation of firing for a few moments, and I ascertained 
that the regiment of Colonel Battle was on tue right and the Mississippi 
regiment in the center, neither as yet having been actively engaged, 
and the enemy in front of the entire line. I had ordered General Car- 
roll to bring up his brigade, and it was now, in supporting distance, 
displayed in line of battle. 

I now repeated my orders for a general advance, and soon the battle 
raged from right to left. When I sent my aide to order the Fifteenth 
Mississippi to charge, I sent by him an order to General Carroll to ad- 
vance aregiment to sustain it. He ordered up for that purpose Colonel 
Murray’s (Twenty-eighth Tennessee) regiment, which engaged the en- 
emy on the left of the Mississippi regiment and on the right of Stanton’s 
(Tennessee) regiment. I ordered Captain Rutledge, with two of his 
guns, forward in the road to an advanced and hazardous position, order- 
ing Colonel Stanton to support him, where I hoped he might bring them 
to play effectively upon the enemy; but the position did not permit 
this, and he soon retired, under my order. At this point the horse of 
Captain Rutledge was killed under him. 

— Very soon the enemy began to gain ground on our left and to use their 
superior force for flanking in that quarter, I was in person at the right 
of the line of Stanton’s regiment, the battle raging, and did not observe 
this so soon as it was observed by General Carroll, who moved the reg- 
iment of Colonel Cummings, then commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker, to the left, to meet this movement of the enemy, and formed 
the Seventeenth Tennessee, commanded by Lieutenant-Colongl Miller, 
to support the regiments on the left. The regiments of Murray, Stan- 
ton, and Cummings were driven back by the enemy, and, while reform- 
ing in the rear of the Seventeenth Tennessee, that well-disciplined reg- 
iment met and held in check for some time the entire right wing of the 
Northern army. These regiments on my left and on the left of the road 
retired across the field a distance of about 250 yards, and there fora 
time repulsed the advancing enemy. Especially the regiment of Colo- 
nel Stanton, partially rallied by its gallant field officers, formed behind 
a fence, and, pouring volleys into the ranks of the enemy coming across 
the field, repulsed and drove them back for a time with heavy loss. 

For an hour now the Fifteenth Mississippi, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walthall, and the Twentieth Tennessee, under Col. Joel A. Battle, of 
my center and right, had been struggling with the superior force of the 
enemy. 

I cannot omit to mention the heroic valor of these two regiments, offi- 
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cers and men. When the left retired they were flanked and compelled 
to leave their position. In their rear, on the right of the road, was the 
regiment of Colonel Powell (Twenty-ninth Tennessee), which had been 
formed in the rear and ordered forward by me some tine before. Gen- 
eral Carroll ordered this regiment to face the flanking force of the enemy, 
which was crossing the road from the left side, which it did. checking 
it with a raking fire at 30 paces. In this conflict Colonel Powell, com- 
manding, was badly wounded. 

The Sixteenth Alabama, which was the reserve corps of my division, 
commanded by Colonel Wood, did at this critical juncture mest emi- 
nent service. Having rushed behind the right and center, it came to a 
close engagement with the pursuing enemy, to protect the flanks and 
rear of the Tifteenth Mississippi and Twentieth Tennessee, when they 
were the last, after long fighting, to leave the front line of the battle, 
and, well led by its commanding ofiicer. in conjunction with portions of 
other regiments, it effectually prevented pursuit and protected my return 
to camp. 

Owing to the formation and character of the field of battle I was un- 
able to use my artillery and cavalry to advantage in the action. During 
much of the time the engagement lasted rain was failing. Many of the 
men were armed with flint-lock muskets and they became soon unserv- 
iceable. 

On the field and during the retreat to camp some of the regiments 
became confused and broken and great disorder prevailed. This was 
owing, in some measure, to a want of proper drill and discipline, of which 
the army had been much deprived by reason of the nature of its con- 
stant service and of the country in which it had encamped. 

During the engagement, or just prior tu it, the force under General 
Thomas was increased by the arrival, on a forced march, of a brigade 
from his rear, which I had hoped would not arrive until the engagement 
was over. This made the force of the enemy about 12,000 men. My 
effective force was four thousand. The engagement lasted three hours. 

My loss was 125 killed, 309 wounded, and 99 missing, as follows: 
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The loss of the enemy, from the best information I have and state- 
ments made by themselves, may be estimated at 700 killed and wounded. 
It was larger than mine from the fact that my regiments on the left, 
after first being driven back, fired from the cover of woods and fences 
upon the large numbers advancing upon them through the open field, 
inflicting heavy loss and sustaining but little. 

My command retired to Beech Grove without any annoyance in the 
rear by intantry or cavalry. On the return, one piece of artillery, of 
Captain Rutledge’s battery, mired down and was left. 

To myseif, to the army, and to the country the fall of General Zolli- 
coffer was a severe loss. I found him wise in council, heroic in action. 
He fell in the front, close to the enemy, and they bore off his body. Of 
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his staff, Lieutenants Fogg and Shields were mortally wounded and have 
since died. They displayed conspicuous courage. Lieutenant Bailie 
Peyton, jr., commanding Company A (of Battle’s regiment), was killed in 
the heat of the action. Adjt. Joel A. Battle, jr., was badly wounded 
while in front with the colors of his regiment, which he seized when the 
bearer was shot down. Lieutenant-Colonel Carter, a distinguished offi- 
cer of this sameé regiment, was taken prisoner. Colonel Battle com- 
manded with marked ability and courage. Colonel Statham, of the Fif- 
teenth Mississippi Regiment, was absent at the time of the battle on 
furlough. His regiment was most gallantly led by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walthall. The reputation of the Mississippians for heroism was fully 
sustained by this regiment. Its loss in killed and wounded, which was 
far greater than that of any other regiment, tells sufficiently the story 
of discipline and cvurage. The already extended limits of this report 
Will not permit me, even if I had them at hand, to enumerate the indi. 
vidual acts of courage with which this regiment abounded. Suffice it 
to say that it is entitled to all praise. 

General Carroll, in his dispositions and conduct during the engage- 
ment, manifested both military skill and personal valor. My assistant 
adjutant-general, A.S. Cunningham, and my aides, Lieuts. W. W. Porter 
and H. I. Thornton, displayed throughout the action intelligence, ac- 
tivity, and courage, and were of great service to me. Happening with 
me at the time, Maj. James F. Brewer volunteered as my aide and was 
very active and gallant during the battle. Surgeons Morton, Cliff, and 
Dulany, unwilling to leave the wounded, remained at the hospital and 
were taken prisoners by the enemy. 

I resumed position at Beech Grove early in the afternoon. The 
enemy followed and took positions in force on my left, center, and 
right. On my left they proceeded to establish a battery, which was not 
ready before nightfall. They opened with two batteries—one in front 
of my center and one on my right. Captain McClung and Lieutenant 
Falconet, commanding a section of the battery of Captain Rutledge, 
replied to the battery of the enemy in front. From theright the enemy 
fired upon the steamboat, which, at the crossing, was commanded by 
their position. Their first shots fell skort; afterwards, mounting a 
larger gun, as it, grew dark, they fired a shot or two over the boat, and 
awaited the morning to destroy it. The steamboat destroyed, the cross- 
ing of the river would have been impossible. 

J considered the determination in the council of war on the previous 
evening to go out and attack the enemy virtually a determination that 
Beech Grove was untenable against his concentrating force. That it 
was so untenable was my decided opinion. With the morale of the 
army impaired by the «ection of the morning and the loss of what 
cooked rations had been carried to the field, I deemed an immediate 
crossing of the Cumberland River necessary. With a view to retiring 
from Beech Grove, I had already some days before ordered the transfer 
of trains and unused horses and mules to Mill Springs. 

On the evening of the 19th I called in consultation General Carroll, 
Colonel Cummings, engineers, artillery, and other officers, and it was 
considered best by all to retire from Beech Grove. 

I directed at once that the crossing should be effected during the 
night, with every effort and artifice to insure perfect concealment from 
the enemy and the success of the movement. Great difficulty attended 
the movement from the high and muddy banks and the width and 
heavy current of the river, the limited means of transportation (the 
small steamboat and two small flats) and the immediate presence of 
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the enemy in overwhelming force. I ordered the men to be crossed 
ever—first, by commands, in designated order; then the artillery to be 
crossed over; then what could be crossed of baggage and mules, horses, 
wagons, &c. I directed the cavalry to swim their horses over. ‘Time 
only permitted to cross the infantry under arms, the sick and wounded, 
one company of cavalry mounted, the rest of the cavalry dismounted, 
the artillery:men, and some horses. Many cavalry horses, artillery 
horses, mules, wagons, and eleven pieces of artillery, with baggage and 
camp and garrison equipage were left behind. 

Much is due to the energy, skill, and courage of Captain Spiller, of — 
the cavalry, who commanded the boat, and continued crossing over 
with it until fired upon by the enemy in the morning, when he burned 
it, by my directions. 

On the morning of the 20th I had my command—nine regiments of 
infantry, parts of four battalions and two companies of cavalry (dis- 
mounted), my sick and wounded, parts of two artillery companies, 
(without guns or horses), and six pieces of artillery (manned)—on the 
south side of the Cumberland River, at Mill Springs. On the other side, 
at Beech Grove (without any means of crossing), were twenty-seven - 
regiments of infantry, with cavalry and artillery, of the enemy. | 

Any further collision was now prevented, but the want of commissary 
stores compelled me at once to move to Gainesborough, lower down on 
the river, 4 distance of 80 miles, and the nearest point where I could 
have communication by water with Nashville and could obtain supplies. 

My march was through a poor country, over very bad roads. It was 
hard to obtain the necessaries of life along the route, and from scant 
subsistence and difficult marching my command suffered greatly. Maj. 
Giles M. Hillyer, of my staff, division commissary, with untiring energy 
and marked ability, exhausted every effort in the management of his 
department, and supplied whatever could be obtained, in some instances 
sacrificing the forms, prescribed for purchase and distribution to the 
exigencies of the occasion and the necessities of the command. 

From the fatigues of the march and the want of proper food many 
were taken sick. I am much gratified to commend especially the care 
for the wounded and sick, under most embarrassing circumstances, on 
the field and on the march, under the efficient charge of the accom- 
plished medical director of my division, Dr. F’. A. Ramsey. 

From Mill Springs and on the first stages of my march many officers 
and men, frightened by false rumor of the movements of the enemy, 
shamelessly deserted, and, stealing horses and mules to ride, fled to 
Knoxville, Nashville, and other places in Tennessee. To prevent this I 
used every endeavor, and was laboriously assisted by my staff and other 
officers of the command. 

I am proud to say that the field officers of all the commands, and 
some commands almost entire, and the main body of each command, 
remained ready to do their duty in any emergency, except one bat- 
talion of cavalry—which had not been in the battle, of which the heu- 
tenant-colonel, together with some other officers and some privates, 
were absent on furlough—of the body of which being present only one 
captain, several officers and nen—in all about 25—did not run away. 

From Gainesborough I have moved my division to this point, where 
it is refurnished and drilling, and I have the honor to report that it is 
ready for any service to which it may be assigned. 

G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General Provisional Army Confederate States. 


Lieut. Col. W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant. General. 
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No. 18. 


Report of Brig. Gen. William H. Carroll, 0. 8. Army, commanding 
Second Brigade. 


HDQRS. SECOND BRIGADE, — DIvIsIon, C. S. ARMY, 
Gainesborough, Tenn., September 1, 1862. 

GENERAL: I embrace the first leisure moment, after receiving reports 
from the different commanding officers of this brigade, to lay before you 
an account of the operations of my command in the engagement with 
the enemy near Fishing Creek, Kentucky, on the morning of January 19. 

In accordance with yous orders of January 17, which reached me at 
midnight of that date, I moved the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, 
then under command of Lieut. Col. J. P. Murray,* from their encamp- 
ment at Mill Springs to the north side of Cumberland River, and halted 
them at Camp Beech Grove, taking quarters with the Twentieth and 
T'wenty-fifth Tennessee Regiments, commanded by Colonels Battle and 
Stanton, which were then encamped at that place, at 8 p. m. : 

On the evening of the 18th instant I received orders from you to move 
my command at 12 o’clock that night by the Fishing Creek road in the 
direction of Webb’s [Logan’s] Cross-Roads, a point some 10 miles distant 
in a northern direction from the position we then occupied. At the hour 
designated I put my command in motion and took up the line of march 
for the point above mentioned. The brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen. 
I’. K. Zollicoffer, preceded me about thirty minutes, taking the same 
direction and marching about 1 mile in advance of my front. My com- 
mand, consisting of the Seventeenth, Twenty-eighth, and Twenty-ninth 
Tennessee and Sixteenth Alabama Regiments of Infantry, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Branner’s battalion of cavalry, and two pieces of McClung’s bat- 
tery, moved in the following order: The Seventeenth Tennessee, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Miller, marched in front; the Twenty- 
eighth Tennessee, commanded by Col. J. P. Murray, followed at the dis- 
tance of about 30 paces in rear of the Seventeenth; the Twenty-ninth 
Tennessee, Col. 8. Powell, marched about the same distance in rear 
of Colonel Murray ; the artillery and one company of Branner’s cavalry 
brought up the rear, and the remaining cavalry companies marched on 
either flank, with orders to scout the adjoining woods upon the right 
and left of the Fishing Creek road, along which we were then mareh- 
ing. The Sixteenth Alabama Regiment, under the command of Colonel 
Wood, marched about 600 paces in rear of the remainder of my com- 
mand, with orders to hold his command as a reserve corps and be gov- 
erned in his after movements as emergencies might require. 

The night was dark and gloomy; a cold rain was constantly descend- 
ing, rendering the march extremely difficult and unpleasant. This, to- 
gether with the almost impassable condition of the roads, rendered so 
by recent heavy rains, so much retarded our progress, that at daylight 
we had not advanced more than 10 miles from Camp Beech Grove, thus 
consuming nearly six hours in marching this short distance. 

Just at dawn on the morning of the 19th, and while the troops were 
toiling slowly along through mud and water, sometimes more than a 
foot in depth, I heard the report of several guns, fired in quick succes- 
sion, apparently about half a mile in advance of me. This firing Isup- 
posed [to be] from the enemy’s pickets, who had discovered the approach 
of General Zollicotter’s brigade. In a few minutes I heard a heavy 











_*The rosters of Tennessee regiments show him to have been colonel of the Twenty- 
eighth, and T. B. Murray lieutenant-colonel of the Sixteenth, at this date. 
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velley of musketry proceeding from the direction of the former reports 
and extending some distance to my right and left in a line running par- 
allel with the front of my command. The rapid and continuous fire in 
front convinced me that General Zollicoffer had encountered the enemy 
in strong force and a determined and sanguinary conflict had com- 
menced. 

I immediately moved my command forward at double-quick about 
half a mile to the brow of a hill and deployed my columns in line of 
battle, making the summit of the hill a partial protection for the men. 
While forming and preparing for the engagement the regiment of 
Colonel Murray constituted the right of my line of battle, and was ex- 
tended the full length of its line on the east side of Fishing Creek road, 
while the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Miller, 
composed my left, and extended in asimilar manner on the west side of 
the road. Colonel Powell’s regiment (Twenty-ninth Tennessee) was 
drawn up in the rear of the Twenty-eighth, designed to act as a sup- 
porting or reserve corps, as circumstances might require. Colonel 
Wood’s Sixteenth Alabama was posted about 100 paces in rear of the 
Twenty-ninth, and on the east side of the road. Branner’s cavalry was 
directed to take post in rear and supporting distance of my left flank, 
while McClung’s artillery was stationed in rear of my center. 

This disposition of my forces was partly induced by surrounding cir- 
cumstances. The morning was exceedingly cloudy, and rendered still 
darker by the dense volumes of smoke arising from the firing in front, 
so that the eye could distinguish objects clearly only at a short distance. 
I could, therefore, only judge of the probable force and position of the 
enemy by the flash and report of their guns. Judging as correctly as 
I could by these indications, I was induced to think that the most vig- 
orous attack was being made in front and east of my right wing. 

In order to determine the proper manner and most available point of 
bringing my force into action, [left my command stationary, and with my 
staff rode forward until I came in view of the enemy, on the declivity of 
the opposite hill, engaged in a fierce conflict with a portion of General 
Zollicotfer’s brigade. I then approached you, reported for orders, and 
returned tomy command. Soon afterwards your aide, Captain Thornton, 
rode up and ordered me to advance a regiment to sustain the gallant 
Fitteenth Mississippi in a charge which he was then on the way to 
order. 

I accordingly ordered Colonel Murray’s regiment to move forward to 
the foot of the hill and take shelter behind a rail fence and some sur- 
rounding timber. In a few minutes the chivalrous Mississippians gal- 
lantly charged and were driving the enemy rapidly before them. While 
thus engaged a regiment of cavalry commenced a flank movement 
against their left. I then ordered Colonel Murray to advance his regi- 
ment against this flanking force. This order was received with a shout 
by the entire regiment, who, led by their colonel, dashed into the thick- 
est of the fight. About this time a strong re-enforcement of the enemy 
appeared on our left, evidently intending to attack and turn our left 
flank. In order to thwart this design, I ordered Colonel Cummings’ 
regiment, of General Zollicoffer’s brigade, which was near at hand and 
for the moment disengaged, to move by the left flank in the direction 
of the approaching enemy, thus extending our lines nearly to the full 
extent of their right. Misunderstanding the order, the regiment fell 
into some confusion, which was, however, quickly overcome by the 
promptness and activity of the commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker. It then moved in good order to the place assigned it and did 
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good service as long as it remained under my observation. I then or- 
dered up the Seventeenth Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel Miller, and 
formed it behind a fence, within 80 or 100 yards of the enemy. This 
position they held for nearly one hour against an overwhelmin g force, 
meanwhile pouring a most destructive fire against the advancing column, 
spreading terror through the ranks of the enemy. | 

I cannot speak too highly of the striking influence over this regiment, 
of the thorough and rigid discipline to which it had been reduced by its 
efficient commander, Col. T. W. Newman, who I regret was prevented 
from being present at the engagement by some indisposition. 

Perceiving that the enemy was being re-enforced in this quarter by 
several fresh regiments, and that they were pushing on with a most de- 
termined courage, I directed my aide, W. H. Carroll, to return and order 
up the regiments of Colonels Wood and Powell, that had up to this time 
been held in reserve. Colonel Wood brought his men forward with the 
steadiness of veterans, and formed them in battle array with the cool- 
ness and precision ofa holiday parade. Advancing very near the enemy, 
we kept up a constant and most destructive fire until we were forced 
to quit the field and fall back before superior numbers. Returning a 
short distance we rallied and renewed the contest, but were again as- 
sailed by an unequal force and again driven slowly back, stubbornly con- 
testing every inch of groundover which the enemy were advancin g. The 
action had now become general all along my entire line—the Federals 
fighting with unusual vigor and courage. Re-enforcements of the enemy 
continuing to pour in upon us in every direction, the ground was soon 
covered with the dead and wounded, and the discharge of small-arms 
and the roar of cannon wereincessant. Whenever we could succeed in 
driving back one regiment another would supply its place and meet us 
with a more determined resistance. Their artillery, having been brought 
into play, swept the entire field, throwing Shell, grape, and canister shot 
into our very midst. 

In the mean time the Twenty-eighth Tennessee, Col. J. P. Murray, 
being assailed by more than twice its numbers, after making a brief re- 
sistance, broke and fled in confusion from the field. The Twenty-ninth 
Tennessee, Colonel Powell, was also attacked in a similar manner, and, 
the colonel himself being seriously wounded, his men fell back in con- 
siderable disorder and could not be induced to face the enemy again, 
though evcry effort was made to rally them back by their own officers 
and members of my staff. Two regiments of General Zollicoffer’s com- 
mand had already been forced to retire from the field. Their retreat 
through my ranks contributed very much to throw my columns into dis- 
order. The regiments of Colonel Wood and Lieutenant-Colonel Miller 
continued to hold the enemy at bay, slowly retiring from the field now 
lost to us. 

Perceiving the fortunes of the day were against us, and that we could 
not longer maintain the unequal contest, I reluctantly permitted my 
entire command to retreat in the direction of our works at Mill Springs. 
I was not able to bring either my cavalry or artillery into action, in con- 
Sequence of the rugged and uneven nature of the ground over which the 
battle was fought. While retiring from the field the enemy evinced little 
disposition to pursue us, having evidently suffered, in all probability, a 
greater loss than our own. 

Late in the afternoon my command reached our encampment at Beech 
Grove and took possession of the fortifications formerly erected at that 
place. I succeeded in bringing from the field as many of my wounded 
as my limited means of transportation would permit. 
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At about 5 o’clock in the evening the enemy, having approached within 
about a mile of our works, planted their batteries of heavy guns on com- 
manding eminences and commenced a vigorous cannonade, which would 
soon have driven us out of our fortifications had not the setting in of 
night prevented a further prosecution of the attack. 

Our position being wholly untenable, it was determined in a couneil of 
officers, called by yourself, to abandon it and return to the opposite bank 
of the Cumberland. Having but one small boat to transport the entire 
force across, it was found impossible to carry with us any of our camp 
equipage. It was destroyed, therefore, in order that it might not fall 
into the hands of the enemy. I was also compelled to abandon two 
pieces of McClung’s battery and nearly all of my cavalry horses. Some 
of the latter succeeded in swimming the river and many were drowned 
in the attempt. By daylight in the morning my entire command had 
reached the south side of the Cumberland. 

Being entirely without commissary supplies, And there being none, or 
but little, in the surrounding country, my men became more apprehen- 
sive of destruction by famine than at the hands of the enemy. Under 
the influence of this panic, created by a fear of starvation, many de- 
serted the army and fled through the mountains into Last Tennessee. 
Among these, I regret to say, were some officers, but mostly, however, 
of aninferior grade. Mostof my officers exerted every effort to preserve 
their commands intact and maintain the strictest order of discipline in 
the retreat. 

The casualties in my command during the engagement were as fol- 
lows = 
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It will thus be seen that my entire loss in killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing amounts in the aggregate to 103. 

The repulse ot the regiments of my command that gave way in con- 
fusion during the battle is attributed (besides the superior numbers with 
which they were contending), in a great measure, to the inefficient and 
worthless character of their arms, being old flint-lock muskets and coun- 
try rifles, nearly half of which would not fire at all. 

During the engagement I saw numbers of the men walking delib- 
erately away from the field of action for no other reason than [that] their 
guns were wholly useless. Another reason why some of the troops 
under my command did not exhibit a more soldierly bearing is found in 
the fact that they had only a day or two before been assigned me and 
were deficient in drill and discipline, having previous to that time had 
little opportunity of becoming proticient in these particulars. 

I cqnnot close this report without expressing the high appreciation, 
both by myself and my officers, for the personal courage and skill 
evinced both by yourself and staff during the entire engagement; and 
however much I may regret the unfortunate disaster which befel us, I 
feel conscious that it resulted from no want of gallantry and wilitary 
tact on the part of the commanding general. 

For more minute details I respectfully refer you to the accompanying 
reports of the commanding officers of my brigade. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 
W. H. CARROLL, 

Major-General CRITTENDEN, Brigadier- General, 

Commanding Division. 
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Report of Maj. Horace Rice, Twenty-ninth Tennessee Infantry (Con- 
JSederate). 


CAMP NEAR GAINESBOROUGH, -TENN., February 2, 1862. 


Sir: In compliance with your order I submit a statement of the move- 
ments and casualties of the Twenty-ninth Tennessee Regiment: 

This regiment was under command of Colonel Samuel Powell, and 
in the order of march from camp to the field was in the last of your 
brigade, except Colonel Wood’s (Alabama) regiment, which was held in 
reserve. When the fight commenced it was on this side of the branch, 
near the house afterwards occupied as a hospital for our wounded. 

After waiting there for about twenty minutes it moved across the 
branch and up to the top of the hill, when it was formed in lind of 
battle on the right of the road, and [moved] forward at double-quick to 
the support of the right, then engaged. It moved down through the 
wheat field, where it halted just in rear of Colonel Murray, and [was] 
told to await further orders. It then remained inactive until it was 
perceived that the enemy were making a flank movement on our left, 
when orders were received from you to right face, thereby presenting a 
front to the enemy’s flankers on our left. This maneuver was executed, 
our line being on the brow of the hill at the edge of the woods, about 
100 yards to the right of the road. The enemy crossed the road and 
advanced to within about 30 paces of our line, when he was checked by 
a raking fire from our boys, and held in that position until portions of 
Colonel Battle’s and the Mississippi regiments passed out to our right. 

Colonel Powell was wounded about the time the enemy crossed the 
road and had to leave the field. After Colonel Battle and the Missis- 
Sippians passed out, finding the regiment entirely unsupported and in 
danger of being cut off, I ordered it to fall back and file off after the 
retreating army. 

This regiment was not under fire more than ten minutes; but the 
officers and men, with but few exceptions, behaved with gallantry and 
held their position under the most trying circumstances when retreat 
seemed to be the general order and all were falling back around them. 

Some of the friends of one or two of the wounded missing think they 
crawled to the rear several miles above and made their way out; but 
they have never been heard of. Colonel Powell was severely wounded 
and has been taken home.* 

Very respectfully, 
HORACE RICE, 
Major, Commanding Tuwenty-ninth Tennessee Regiment. 


Brigadier-General CARROLL. 
[Indorsement. ] 


Major Rice errs in the commands given his regiment. It was ordered 
by me to face to the right and file left with half of his battalion, halt, 
and front, in order that Colonel Wood’s regiment, which had been 
ordered forward, could occupy the ground from which the left of Col- 
onel Powell’s regiment had been moved. Colonel Wood’s regiment 
numbered only 330 men, half the number of Colonel Powell’s command. 
Colonel Powell was wounded as his regiment was in the act of filing to 
_ the left, and, being compelled to leave the field, a large portion of his 


*Nominal list of casualties shows 5 killed, 12 wounded, and 11 missing. 
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men retired with him. A portion of the left wing remained with Major 
Rice, continuing to fight with the Sixteenth Alabama until both were 
driven back by superior numbers. 


JANUARY 28-FEBRUARY 2, 1862.—Operations near Greensburg and 
Lebaron, Ky. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Capt. John H. Morgan, Kentucky Cavalry (Confederate). 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. T. C. H. Smith, First Ohio Cavalry. 


No. 1. 
Report of Capt. John H. Morgan, Kentucky Cavalry (Confederate). 


Camp ASH, February 2, 1862. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, as per instructions, I started 
from camp 28th ultimo, with 9 men and a guide. 

First night crossed Barren and Green Rivers, and stopped at a house 
about 8 miles from Green River ; remained all next day, fearing of being 
seen traveling in daylight; were within 10 miles of Greensburg ; rained 
day and night. Next evening at 6 o’clock started in the direction of 
Lebanon. Creeks risen so much that it was impossible to reach Mrs. 
Sanders’ that night; .tried to cross one stream, and came very near 
losing both horse and rider. 

Put up that night at Daniel Williams’, which was about 6 miles of 
Greensburg and 10 miles from top of Muldraugh’s Hill. 

Started by day; met negro owned by Lincoln man, L. Thurman; 
took him along to pilot us through the creek, as the ford was dangerous ; 
stopped at L. “Thurman’s house; told him we were Government troops, 
on our way to Lebanon, carrying dispatches from General Buell, and 
wanted a pilot to take us around a little town (Saloma), which was upon 
the main road, and which we wished to avoid; he told me to take his 
negro and keep him as long as we required his services, and wished us @ 
safe trip. About 10 o'clock reached the turnpike leading from Lexing- 
ton through Lebanon, Campbellsville, Greensburg, and Columbia, the 
road upon which all their troops and transportation pass. At the point 
we struck the pike was a large log church, and oeeupying it was a party 
of men, in the employ of Gover ninent, building telegraph to Columbus. 
The building had a large quantity of. stores and telegraph implements, 
and a large “quantity of mess pork, beans, crackers, “flour, soap, sugar, 
coffee, candles, and stores of various kinds; close around ‘the building 
were three United States wagons filled with provisions; took 4 men 
prisoners, who were in charge “ot the stores, and proceeded down pike 
in direction of Lebanon. Stopped at Mrs. Sanders’ afew moments, and 
learned that a large party were guarding the bridge over Rolling Fork; 
that afew sick were at Campbellsville, and a portion of two regiments 
at Greensburg, and a large force at Columbia; took 1 man and pro- 
ceeded within about 8 miles of Lebanon; returned to the church and 
- took dinner with prisoners. 

While dining, two soldiers were passing along the pike; took them. 
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Remained at building until 2 o’clock; set fire to building; remained 
until all the wagons and house were ‘consumed ; then took main road 
which leads to Glasgow, passed through Saloma, a little town about 3 
miles from pike; took 2 soldiers and L lieutenant prisoners; stopped a 
few moments at Summersville; took anothcr Federal prisoner, who 
belonged to Colonel Hobson’s regiment, at Greensburg. Captain Twy- 
man had just passed through that place with 40 men. Reached Green 
River about 5 o’clock; found it out of its bank and a large quantity of 
drift running; had to "20 up the river about 2 miles to get a boat, which 
was owned by a Lincoln man named Montgomery ; he took us for Fed- 

erals, as we had so many Federal uniforms, and came over; made one 
trip, and had crossed half over with another, when he discovered who 
we were; it seems that one of our prisoners was a private in Mont- 

gomery’s son-in-law’s company; he ran the boat among some leaning 
trees, and came near raking all the horses overboard ; succeeded in get- 
ting one over (which was lost). Directly the boat touched shore he and 
his negroes ran off, leaving the boat loose. The night being so very 
dark, it was impossible to shoot them. Some of the men caught the 
boat and brought it over, and the rest of us succeeded in getting across. 
We then set it adrift. 

Staid that night at Barnett’s, near the river. Started at day; crossed 
Barren River at Brewersburg; it was so high that it was impossible to 
cross any lower down; reached Glasgow near night; remained until this 
morning, both men and horses being nearly worn-out. 

At the church we captured 8 horses; at one stage took 3 that were 
- used in carrying the mail, and upon our way home took 3 more, which 
we rode to relieve the ones we had been riding; as we needed the horses 
in my command, I distributed them among the men. 

The man Short, who was a lieutenant, is a man of very bad character; 
was a leader among the Home Guards last summer, and assisted in 
stopping goods going South at the very town where we captured him. 
He, last September, captured me and two loads of jeans I was taking 
South; he then headed a party of about 30 Home Guards, and kept me 
part of three days at the church. We also took a negro which was in 
the Government employ, and is still in my possession. 


Respectfully, 
JOHN H. MORGAN, 
Commanding Squadron. 
Brigadier-General HINDMAN. 





No. 2. 
Report of Lieut. Col. T. C. H. Smith, First Ohio Cavalry. * 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST OHIO CAVALRY, 
Near Lebanon, Ky., January 31, 1862. 
COLONEL: I have the honor to report that at 4 p. m. of the 29th I 
learned of the depredations of « party of the enemy on the turnpike 12 
miles below Lebanon. I started immediately with two companies and 
pursued them to Vaughn’s Ferry, about 24 miles from our camp, reach- 
ing that point about midnight. They had crossed the river some hours 
before in the ferry-boat and set the boat adrift. There was no skiff or 
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other means to cross the river there with dismounted men, and I left 
Company HE, Captain Eggleston, with orders to wait until early daylight, 
and if any means could be found to cross the river safely to do so, and 
marched with the other company (B, Captain Laughlin) to Greensburg, 
hoping to find a boat on which the river could be passed with mounted 
men. 

We arrived there about 5 p. m., and were informed that there was no 
boat there. By Colonel Hobson’s active exertions a flat was found 
below the town some distance, bailed out, and put in order by 9 a. m., 
but it was then too late to give any reasonable probability of reaching 
the enemy. We had marched 34 miles, most of the distance over very 
rugged roads and through darkness, and the flat could pass at most but 
6 mounted men at a time, requiring four hours and a half without acci- 
dent to pass the company, with a retreat hazardous, for the same reason 
that made a further advance promise to be fruitless. I was compelled 
by these reasons to abandon any further pursuit and returned. I sent 
orders to Captain Eggleston previously to return if he found no means 
to cross the river. 

The officers and men throughout the march were ready for any exer- 
tion for advance and in good discipline. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. C. H. SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 


FEBRUARY 2, 1862.—Skirmish in Morgan County, Tennessee. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Col. D. Leadbetter, C. S. Army. 
No. 2.— Lieut. Col. J. W. White, First Tennessee Cavalry. 


No. 1. 
Letter of Col. D. Leadbetter, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Knoxville, Tenn., February 5, 1862. 

Sir: I send herewith an extract from a report of Lieutenant-Colonel 
White, First Regiment Tennessee Cavalry, from which it appears that 
a part of that regiment had a skirmish with the traitors of Scott and 
Morgan counties on Sunday, the 2d instant, capturing 1 prisoner, 4 
Norses, 2 Minie muskets, and 1 navy revolver, killing the enemy’s leader 
(Dunean) and perhaps 5 others. I inclose herewith some papers found 
on the body of Duncan.* 

The cavalry, while expecting orders to join General Crittenden, have 
been directed to scour the counties of Scott, Morgan, and Campbell, 
for the purpose of putting down rebellion, as well as to give prompt 
notice of any forward movement of the enemy’s army. Half of the 
company of sappers and miners, organized by Major Lea, has been 
ordered to Cumberland Gap, while the other half, protected by the cav- 
alry, will endeavor to obstruct the passes leading through the mountains 


* See note on p. 119. 
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from Kentucky to Jacksborough. Ihave no doubt that the enemy will 
attempt an advance on Knoxville at an early day. 
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
D. LEADBETTER, 
Colonel, Provisional Army Confederate States. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. 





No. 2. 
Report of Ineut. Col. J. W. White, First Tennessee Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS [rrst TENNESSEE CAVALRY REGIMENT, 
Camp Schooler, Morgan County, Tenn., February 3, 1862. 


Siz: [have the honor to report that a portion of our regiment engaged 
the enemy on yesterday at about 12 o’clock 13 miles northwest of this 
place. A running fight for nearly an hour ensued in the mountains. 
The enemy’s force is” variously estimated from 100 to 300, armed with 
Minie muskets and rifles. 

We killed their captain, and, from the best information, 5 others; 
captured 4 horses, 2 fine Minie muskets, 1 Colt’s navy pistol, a small 
quantity of ammunition, and 1 prisoner. 

Inclosed I send you certain papers found by me on the person of their 
dead captain.* 

It gives me pleasure to say that we lost only 1 horse killed and a few 
slight scratches. Our men all acted bravely for raw troops. 

I cannot forbear to mention the gallant conduct of Captain Brown, of 
Company C, and Sergeant Reagan, of Company IF. 

I am satisfied that the Federal Army in force is approaching us; I 
think by way of Williamsburg, Ky., through Chitwood’s Gap. It 1s 
raining and the waters are up, so we cannot well get out of here; but I 
will move Captains McKenzie’s and Gorman’s companies, if possible, 
to-morrow on Jacksborough. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, &c., 
. W. WHITE, 
Lneutenant-Colonel, Commanding First Tennessce Cavalry. 


D. LEADBETTER, 
Colonel, Commanding, Knoxville, Tenn. 


FEBRUARY 6, 1862.—Capture of Fort Henry, Tennessee. 
REPORTS, ETC. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, U. 8. Army, commmanding Department of the 
Missouri, and correspondence with Flag-Officer Foote and Brigadier-General 
Grant. 

No. 2.—Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy, commanding naval forces on the 
Western waters. 

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. U.S. Grant, U.S. Army, commanding land forces of the expedition. 

No. 4.—Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand, U. S. Army, commanding First Division. 


*A private letter and some unimportant money vouchers. Omitted. 


120 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND S.W. VA. [Cnar. XVIL 


No. 5.—General A. Sidney Johnston, C. S. Army, commanding Western Department. 

No. 6.—Lieut. Col. Jeremy F. Gilmer, C. S. Army, Chief Engineer. : 

No. 7.—Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. S. Army, commanding at Columbus, Ky. 

No. 8.—Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, C. 8. Army, commanding Fort Henry. 

No. 9.—Lient. Col. Milton A. Haynes, C. S. Army, Chief of Tennessee Corps of 
Artillery. . 

No. 10.—Col. A. Heiman, Tenth Tennessee Infantry. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, U. 8. Army, commanding Depart- 
ment of the Missouri, and correspondence with Flag-Officer Fovte and 
Brigadier-General Grant. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 7, 1862. 
Tort Henry was taken yesterday, with seventeen heavy guns, General 
Lioyd Tilghinan and staff, aud 60 men, after a bombardment of one hour 
and a quarter by gunboats. General Grant’s cavalry and gunboats in 
pursuit of the remainder of the garrison, who have abandoned artillery 
on the roid. Our loss, killed, wounded, and scalded by destraction of 
boiler of the Essex, 44. Captain Porter is badly but not dangerously 
scalded. General C. F. Smith has possession of the enemy’s redan on 
the western bank of the Tennessee. General Grant’s infantry and artil- 
Jery have gone to attack Fort Donelson at Dover, on the Cumberland. 
The gunboats not disabled are moving up the Tennessee. Commodore 
Foote, with disabled gunboats, has returned to Cairo-—-gunboats for 
repairs; will soon return to the fie-'d. Enemy’s loss not known. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Major-General McCLELLAN. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 11, 1862. 
GENERAL: Inclosed herewith I have the honor to forward to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief official copies of the reports of Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant 
and Flag-Offiver A. H. Foote in regard to the capture of Fort Henry. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
General LORENZO THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 


CAIRO, January 28, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. HENRY W. HALLECK, 
Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Commanding General Grant and myself are of opinion that Fort 
Henry, on the Tennessee River, can be carried with four iron-clad gun- 
boats and troops to permanently occupy. Have we your authority to 
move for that purpose when ready ? 

A. H. FOOTE, 


Flag- Officer. 
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: CAIRO, January 28, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Saint Louis Mo.: 


With permission, I will take Fort Henry, on the Tennessee, and estab- 
lish and hold a large camp there. 
U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier General. 


ed 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 


Caro, January 29, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALeck, 
Saint Louis, Mo.: 

In view of the large force now concentrating in this district and the 
present feasibility ot the plan I would respectfully suggest the propriety 
of subduing Fort Henry, near the Kentucky and Tennessee line, and 
holding the position. If this is not done soon there is but little doubt 
but that the defenses on both the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers will 
be materially strengthened. From Fort Henry it will be easy to operate 
either on the Cumberland, only 12 miles distant, Memphis, or Colum- 
bus. It will, besides, have a moral effect upon our troops to advance 
them toward the rebel States. The advantages of this move are as 
perceptible to the general commanding as to myself, therefore further 
Statements are unnecessary. 

U. S. GRANT, 


brigadier- General. 


Saint Louis, January 30, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, 
Cairo, Ill: 


Make your preparations to take and hold Fort Henry. I will send 
you written instructions by mail. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


ems 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 30, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, 
Cairo, Lil. : 


Sir: You willimmediately prepare to send forward to Fort Henry, on 
the Tennessee River, all your available forces from Smithland, Paducah 
Cairo, Fort Holt, Bird’s Point, &c. Sufficient garrisons must be left to 
hold these places against an attack from Columbus. As the roads are 
almost impassable for large forces, and as your command is very defi- 
cient in transportation, the troops will be taken in steamers up the Ten- 
nessee River as far as practicable. Supplies will also be taken up in 
steamers as far as possible. Flag-Officer Foote will protect the trans- 
ports with his gunboats. The Benton and perhaps some others should 
be left for the defense of Cairo. Fort Henry should be taken and held 
atallhazards. I shall immediately send you three additional companies 
of artillery from this place. 

The river front of the fort is armed with 20-pounders, and it may be 
necessary for you to take some guns of large caliber and establish a bat- 
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tery on the opposite side of the river. It is believed that the guns on 
the land side are of small caliber and can be silenced by our field artil- 
lery. It is said that the north side of the river below the fort is favor- 
able for landing. If so, you will land and rapidly oceupy the road to 
Dover and fully invest the place, so as to cut off the retreat of the gar- 
rison. Lieutenant-Colonel Mc Pherson, U. 8S. Iungineers, will immedi- 
ately report to you, to act as chief engineer of the expedition. It is very 
probable that an attempt will be made from Columbus to re-enforce 
Fort Henry; also from Ifort Donelson at Dover. Ifyou can occupy the 
road to Dover you can prevent the latter. The steamers will give you 
the means of crossing from one side of the river to the other. It is said 
that there is a masked battery opposite the island below Fort Henry. 
If this cannot be avoided or turned it must be taken. 

Having invested Fort Henry, a cavalry force will be sent forward to 
break up the railroad from Paris to Dover. The bridges should be ren- 
dered impassable, but not destroyed. 

A telegram from Washington says that Beauregard left Manassas 
four days ago with fifteen regiments for the line of Columbus and Bowl- 
ing Green. It is therefore of the greatest importance that we cut that 
line before he arrives. You will move with the least delay possible. 
You will furnish Commodore Foote with a copy of this letter. A tele- 
graph line will be extended as rapidly as possible from Paducah, east of 
the Tennessee River, to Fort Henry. Wires aud operators will be sent 
from Saint Louis. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major. General. 


we 


No. 2. 


Report of Flag-Offcer A. H. Foote, U. 8. Navy, commanding naval 
forces on the Western waters. 


Carro, ILuL., Lebruary 7, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 6th instant, at 12.30 
o’c'ock p. m., I made an attack on Tort Henry, on the Tennessee River, 
with the i iron- clad gunboats Cincinnati, Commander Stembel; the flag- 
ship Essex, Commander Porter; Carondelet, Commander Walke, and 
St. Louis, Lieutenant-Commander Paulding ; also taking with me the 
three old gunboats, Conestoga, Licutenant-Commander Phelps; the Ty- 
ler, Lieutenant-Commander Gwin, and the Lexington, Lieutenant-Coin- 
mander Shirk, as a second division, in charge of Lieutenant-Commander 
Phe'!ps, which took position astern and inshore of the armed boats, 
doing good execution there during the action, while the armed boats 
were placed in the first order of steaming, approaching the fort in a 
parallel line. 

The fire was opened at 1,700 yards’ distance from the flag-ship, which 
was followed by the other gunboats, and responded to by the fort. As 
we approached the fort under slow steaming till we reached within 600 
vards of the rebel batteries the fire both from the gunboats and fort 
increased in rapidity and accuracy of range. At twenty minutes before 
the rebel flag was struck the Essex unfortunately received a shot in 
her boilers, which resulted in wounding, by scalding, 29 officers and men, 
including Commander Porter, as will be seen in the inclosed list of cas- 
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ualties.* The. Essex then necessarily dropped out of line astern, entirely 
disabled, and unable to continue the fight, in which she had so gallantly 
participated until the sad catastrophe. The firing continued with una- 
bated rapidity and effect upon the three gunboats as they continued 
still to approach the fort with their destructive fire until the rebel flag 
was hauled down, after a very severe and closely-contested action of one 
hour and fifteen minutes. 

A boat containing the adjutant-general and captain of engineers came 
alongside after the flag was lowered, and reported that General Lloyd 
Tilehman, the commander of the fort, wished to communicate with the 
flag-officer, when I dispatched Commander Stembel and Lieutenant- 
Commander Phelps. with orders to hoist the American flag where the 
secession ensign had been flying, and to inform General Tilghman that 
I would see him on board the flag-ship. He came on board soon after 
the Union had been substituted for the rebel flag by Commander Stem- 
bel on the fort and possession taken. I received the general, his staff, 
and 60 or 70 men as prisoners, and a hospital ship containing 60 inva- 
lids, together with the fort and its effects, mounting twenty guns, mostly 
of heavy caliber, with barracks and tents capable of accommodating 
15,000 men, and suniry artigles, of which, as I turned the fort and its 
effects over to General Grant, commanding the Army, on his arrival in 
an hour after we had made the capture, he will be enabled to give the 
Government a more correct statement than 1 am enabled to communi- 
cate from the short time I had possession of the fort. The plan of the 
attack, so far as the Army reaching the rear of the fort to make a dem- 
onstration simultaneously with the Navy, was prevented by the excess- 
ively muddy roads and high stage of water, preventing the arrival of 
our troops until some time after I had taken possession of the fort. 

On securing the prisoners and making necessary preliminary arrange- 
ments I dispatched Liéutenant-Commander Phelps, with his division, up 
the Tennessee River, as I had previously directed, and as will be seen 
in the inclosed order to him,* to remove the rails, and so far render the 
bridge incapable of railroad transportation and communication between 
Bowling Green and Columbus, and afterwards to pursue the rebel gun- 
boats and secure their capture, if possible. This being accomplished 
and the Army in possession of the fort and my services being indis- 
pensable at Cairo, I left Fort Henry in the evening of the same day, 
with the Cincinnati and St. Louis, and arrived here this morning. 

The armed gunboats resisted effectually the shot of the enemy when 
striking the casemate. The Cincinnati (flag-ship) received 31 shots, the 
Essex 15, the St. Louis 7, and the Carondelet 6, killing 1 and wounding 
9 in the Cincinnati and killing 1 in the Essex, while the casualties in 
the latter from steam amounted to 28 in number. ‘The Carondelet anc 
St. Louis met with no casualties. ‘The steamers were admirably handled 
by their commanders and officers, presenting only their bow guns to the 
enemy, to avoid exposure of the vulnerable parts of their vessels. Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Phelps, with his division, also executed my orders 
very effectually, and promptly proceeded up the river in their further 
execution after the capture of the fort. In fact, all the officers and men 
gallantly performed their duty, and, considering the little experience 
they have had under fire, far more than realized my expectations. 

Fort Henry was defended with the most determined gallantry by Gen- 
eral Tilghman, worthy of a better cause, who, from his own account, 
went into the action with eleven guns of heavy caliber bearing upon our 


* Not found. 
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boats, which he fought until seven of the number were dismounted or 
otherwise rendered useless. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. FOOTE, 
Flag- Officer, Commanding U. S. Naval Forces Western W aters. 


Major-General HALLECK, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 9, 1862. 


1 have this moment received the official report of your eat of Fort. 
Henry, and hasten to congratulate you and your command for your 


brilliant success. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 


Flag-Offieer A. H. Foote, Cairo. 


No. 3. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. U. 8. Grant, U. 8. Army, commanding land forces 
of the expedition. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Fort Henry, February 6, 1862." 


Fort Henry is ours. The gunboats silenced the batteries before the 
investment was completed. i think the garrison must have commenced 
the retreat last night. Our cavalry followed, finding two guns aban- 
doned in the retreat. 

I shall take and destroy Fort Donelson on the 8th and return to Fort 


Henry. 
| U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLBOK, Saint Louis, Mo. | 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Fort Henry, February 6, 1862. 


CAPTAIN: Inclosed I send you my order for the attack upon Fort 
Henry. Owing to dispatches received from Major-General Halleck 
and corroborating information here to the effect that the enemy were 
rapidly re-enforcing, I thought it imperatively necessary that the fort 
should be carried to-day. My forces were not up at 11 o’clock last 
night when my order was written, therefore I did not deem it practi- 
cable to set an earlier hour than 11 o’clock to-day to commence the 
investment. 

The gunboats started up at the same hour to commence the attack, 
and engaged the enemy at not over 600 yards. In a little over one 
hour all the batteries were silenced and the fort surrendered at discre- 
tion to Flag-Officer Foote, giving us all their guns, camp and garrison 
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equipage, &c. The prisoners taken are General Tilghman and staff, 
Captain Taylor and company, and the sick. The garrison, I think, 
must have commenced their retreat last night or at an early hour this 
morning. Had I not felt it an imperative necessity to attack Fort 
Henry to-day I should have made the investment complete and delayed 
until to-morrow, so as to have secured the garrison. I do not now 
believe, however, that the result would have been any more satisfactory. 

The gunboats have proved themselves well able to resist a severe 
cannonading. All the iron-elad boats received more or less shots—the 
flag-ship some 28S—without any serious damage to any except the Essex. 
This vessel received one shot in her boiler that disabled her, killing and 
wounding some 32 men, Captain Porter among the wounded. 

I shall take and destroy Fort Donelson on the 8th and return to Fort 
Henry with the forces employed, unless it looks feasible to occupy that 
place with a small force that could retreat easily to the main body. I 
shall regard it more in the light of an advance grand guard than as a 
permanent post. 

For the character of the works at Fort Henry I will refer you to 
reports of the engineers, which will be required. 

Owing to the intolerable state of the roads no transportati:n will be 
taken to Fort Donelson and but little artillery, and that with double 
teams. 

Hoping that what has been done will meet the approval of the major- 
general commanding the department, I remain, &c., _ 

U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 
Capt. J. C. KELTON, Saint Louis, Mo. 


[Inclosure.] 


FIELD seme HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
No. 1. Camp in Field, near Fort Henry, February 5, 1862. 


The Virst Division, General J. A. McClernand commanding, will move 
at 11 o’clock a. m. to-morrow, under the guidance of Lieutenant-Colonel 
MePherson, and take a position on the roads from Fort Henry to Fort 
Donelson and Dover. It will be the special duty of this command to 
prevent all re-enforcements to Fort Henry or escape from it, also to be 
held in readiness to charge and take Fort Henry by storm promptly on 
the receipt of orders. ‘wo brigades of the Second Division, General 
C. I’. Smith commanding, will start at the same hour from thle west 
bank of the river, and take and occupy the heights commanding Fort 
Henry. This point will be held by so much artillery as can be made 
available and such other troops as in the opinion of the general com- 
mandiug Second Division may be necessary for its protection. The 
Third Brigade, Second Division, will advance up the east bank of the 
Tennessee River as fast as can be securely done, and be in readiness to 
charge upon the fort or move to the support of the First Division, as 
may be necessary. <All the forces on the west bank of the river not 
required to hold the heights commanding Fort Henry will return to their 
transports, cross to the east bank, and follow the First Division as rap- 
idly as possible. The west bank of the Tennessee River not having 
been reconnoitered, the commanding officer intrusted with taking pos- 
session of the enemy’s works there will proceed with great caution, and 
obtain such information as can be gathered and such guides as can be 
found in the time intervening before 11 o’clock to-morrow. 

Lhe troops will move with two days’ rations of bread and meat in 
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their haversacks. Oue company of the Second Division, armed with 
rifles, will be ordered to report to Flag-Officer Foote, as sharpshooters, 
on board the gunboats. 
By order: U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





No. 4. 


Report of Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand, U. 8. Army, commanding 
First Division. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, 
Fort Foote, February 10, 1862. 


GENERAL: Following is the report of the operations of the First 
Division of the advance forces, under my command, from the date of 
their embarkation at Cairo, on the 2d instant, to the date of their march- 
ing from Fort Henry, on the Tennessee River, to this place: 

‘The division consisted of the First and Second Brigades of the Army 
of the District of Cairo, of which you were chief. 

The First Brigade, commanded by Col. R. J. Oglesby, acting as brig- 
adier, was composed of the Eighth, Lieut. Col. Ff. L. Rhoads; Kight- 
eenth, Col. M. K. Lawler; Twenty-ninth, Col. James 8. Rearden ; Thir- 
tieth, Lieut. Col. E. S. Dennis, and Thirty-first Regiments, Col. John A. 
Logan; Stewart’s, Dollins’, O’Harnett’s, and Carmichael’s cavalry com- 
panies; Schwartz’s battery, Lieut. G. C. Gumbart, commanding, and 
Dressei’s battery of James rifled pieces. 

The Second Brigade, commanded by Col. W. H. L. Wallace, was com- 
posed of the Eleventh, Lieut. Col. T. E. G. Ransom; Twentieth, Col. C. 
C. Marsh; Forty-tifth, Lieut. Col. J. A. Maltby, and Forty-eighth Regi- 
ments, Col. I. N. Haynie; Fourth Cavalry, Col. T. Lyle Dickey, and 
Taylor’s and McAllister’s batteries; all Iliinois volunteers, except a few 
men in Schwartz’s battery. 

The staff of the First Division consisted of the following officers : Maj. 
M. Brayman, Twenty-ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, acting assist- 
ant adjutant-general; Capt. A. Schwartz, light artillery, acting chief 
of staff; Capt. Warren Stewart, Independent Cavalry, acting aide; 
Capt. James Dunlap, assistant quartermaster and aide; H. P. Stearns, 
surgeon and aciing aide; Lieut. Henry C. Freeman, acting engineer and 
aide; Lieut. William H. Heath, acting assistant commissary of subsist- 
ence and aide; Lieut. E. S. Jones, Twenty-seventh Regiment, ordnance 
officer and aice. 

Arriving at Padueah at 3 o’clock p. m. of the 2d instant in advance 
of the transports bearing my division, I awaited their coming up, and 
in the mean time sought an interview with you, in which you instructed 
me to continue my advance up the Tennessee River. Prescribing the 
order in which the transports should proceed and preceded by two gun- 
boats, assigned by Flag-Officer Foote as aconvoy, we iminediately started, 
and without accident or delay disembarked at Itra Landing, in Tennes- 
see, 8 miles below Fort Henry, at 4.30 o’cluck a. m. next day. 

At the moment of disembarking I issued the following field order, 
Viz: | 

Commanders of brigades, before landing their troops, will cause one company of 
infantry to be detailed for the purpose of affording protection and other assistance to 
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each battery. These companies will defend the batteries to the last, the cannoneers 
having only to attend to the working of the guns. 

In forming encampments for the troops, commanders of bri gades will strictly observe 
the following instructions, viz: 

ist. The artillery will be placed in the most commanding positions, at all times 
giving it as wide a range as possible. 

zd. Adequate support must always .be given to the batteries, and for this purpose 
the infantry camps should be suitably arranged. 

3d. In the absence of commanding positions for the artillery within the limits of the 
camp it will be placed centrally, so as to be protected by infantry in front and rear 
and on the flanks. In the Jatter case the guns will not be unlimbered. 

4th. Cavalry not on picket or other duty will be kept in the rear. 

oth. In all cases practicable infantry camps will be formed, so as to facilitate an 
immediate formation in linc of battle before the encampment and fronting the enemy. 

6th. Public roads and other means of communication must not be obstructed by 
encampments or baggage trains. 

7th. Requisitions and returns for provisions and forage must be made in due form, 
approved by brigade commanders, and correspond with the showing of the proper 
reports. 

oth. Commanders of brigades are expressly enjoined to punish all depredators upon 
the persons or property of peaceful citizens—such depredators being members of their 
commands. In short, as an assurance of success, the utmost discipline aud most per- 
fect subordination are required and expected. 


Having disembarked at Itra Landing and sent ont Lieutenant Free- 
man and Captain Schwartz to select suitable ground for encamping my 
division; having also sent forward a detachment of ca ralry to recon- 
noiter toward the enemy, and having gone forward with Captain Stewart, 
of my staff, for the same purpose, you came up, and upon my return, 
and in view of the fuller information you had obtained, ordered the re- 
embarkation of my division, preparatory to a second disembarkation 
nearer I*ort Henry at a more favorable point. 

By 10 o'clock, and before the transports bearing any other of our 
troops had come in sight, preceded by myself and staff, my division had 
reached Bailey’s Ferry, 4 miles below Fort Henry, aud by 3 o’clock p. 
m. had all disembarked on the Tennessee shore. In the mean time a 
Joyal citizen, being the proprietor of a neighborin ¢ farm house, informed 
me that mounted pickets of the enemy had been posted hard by, where 
some of them had been seen about the time of our landing. Corrobora- 
tive cf this report, upon my return to our transports I observed several 
mounted pickets of the enemy on the opposite or Kentucky shore of the 
river. A shot or two from the carbine of one of my orderlies, followed 
by a shell from one of the gunboats, dispersed not only them, but an- 
other party of the enemy in sight farther up the river. Immediately 
aiter | ordered an inland movement, which served both as a reconnais- 
Sance In force and as an occupation of the neighboring hills. 

At this time the Fourth Illinois Cavalry (Colonel Dickey), which had 
been disembarked at Patterson’s Ferry, 13 miles above Paducah, had 
not joined us, in consequence of heavy rains and miry roads ; but making 
the most of my means, I ordered a small cavalry force to reconnoiter 
toward the fort, which, soon encountering the enemy’s pickets, drove 
then back. While this was going on my infantry and artillery had 
moved inland, and, occupying the crest of a range of hills runnin g@ par- 
allel with and near the river, bivouacked in line of battle, prepared to 
meet any emergency. The formation of the hills and the disposition of 
my forces of all arms relatively to the hills, the river, and the enemy are 
illustrated by the diagram herewith inclosed. * 

A reconnaissance made the same evening by myself and staff con- 
vinced me of the expediency of sending forward a battery, supported by 
at least two regiments of infantry, to command the road leadin g to Fort 


*Not found. 
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Henry where it crossed Panther Creek. By an early hour next morn- 
ing this had been done. At this place, named by me Camp Halleck, 
the portion of Colonel Cook’s brigade with him, including a battery of 
Major Cavender’s Missouri artillery, formed a part of my command 
until General Smith’s division, of which it was a part, came up. 

At Camp Halleck, on the night of the 4th, my men lighted their 
camp fires for the first time since their departure from Cairo. In the 
mean time the rations which they had drawn for the 1st and 2d of Feb- 
ruary had been consumed. On the 4th they had twice disembarked and 
once embarked, closing the labors and trials of the day by ascending to 
the crest of high and rocky hills, up which they hauled their artillery 
by hand and the aid of prolonged ropes. Here, bivouacking in the cold, 
they cooked a meal for the first time in three days. 

Our camp, marked distinctly by its numerous fires, ranging along the 
crest and down the slopes of lofty hills and in the valley toward the 
river, together with the many transports and gunboats which had come 
up and formed the foreground, exhibited a most grand and imposing 
spectacle, and, having been witnessed by the enemy’s scouts on the 
opposite side of the river, multiplied in their imaginations our numbers, 
and, as we afterward learned from prisoners, materially contributed to 
induce the early evacuation of Fort Henry. 

On the 5th £ ordered Col. R. J. Oglesby, commanding the First 
Brigade, to send a strong detachment of infantry and cavalry, under 
instructions to reconnoiter the country between Camp Halleck and 
Fort Henry, the approaches and accessibility of the latter, and its posi- 
tion and various external relations. The order was promptly executed, 
under the personal supervision of Colonel Oglesby, accompanied by 
Col. J.D. Webster, chief of your staff, Capt. A. Schwartz, chief of my 
staff, and Lieut. H. C. Freeman, engineer of my division and also a 
member of my staff, whose zeal and efficiency were rewarded by valu- 
able information gained. 

During this reconnaissance Captain Schwartz and Lieutenant I'ree- 
man, together with their orderlies, being in advance, encountered the 
pickets of the enemy at the crossing of two paths, about one mile and a 
half from the fort. A few shots caused the enemy to dissappear, but, as 
was supposed, for the purpose of returning with increased numbers and 
the hope of capturing our party. Captain Schwartz and Lieutenant 
Freeman having reported what had transpired and the supposed inten- 
tion of the enemy to Colonel Oglesby, the latter promptly moved for- 
ward his detachment of infantry to and beyond the spot where the 
enemy had been seen. In the mean time the enemy had shown himself 
in the rear both of our infantry and cavalry, with the evident design of 
cutting off the latter. Not being apprised of the proximity of the 
former, Captain Dollins instantly turned upon the superior nuinbers of 
the enemy and boldly met him, and atter a sharp skirmish of some ten 
minutes, in which one man was killed and several wounded on each 
side, put him to flight, forcing him to abandon a number of his guus 
and sabers, which were carried away by our cavalry as trophies. All 
this was done before it was possible for the infantry to extend to Cap- 
tain Dollins the support which had been promptly attempted by Colonel 
Oglesby. 

On the 5th the division commanded by Brig. Gen. C. I’. Smith came 
up from Paducah to Camp Halleck, and was disembarked on the oppo- 
site bank of the river ; and about dark the Fourth Illinois Cavalry also 
came up after a laborious march and joined my division. During the 
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same evening I had the honor to receive from you the following field 
order: 


The First Division, General J. A. McClernand commanding, will move at 11 o'clock 
a.m. to-morrow, under the guidance of Lieutenant-Colonel McPherson, and take pusi- 
tion on the roads from Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, and Dover. 

ed. It will be the special duty of this command to prevent all re-enforcements to 
Fort Henry or escapes from it; also to be held in readiness to charge and take Fort 
Henry by storm promptly on the receipt of orders. 

* * * * * * * % 


4th. The Third Brigade, Second Division (General Smith), will advance up the east 
or same bank of the Tennessee River as fast as it can be securely done, and be in readi- 
ness to charge upon the fort or to move to the support of the First Division, as may be 
necessary. 

oth. All of the forces on the west bank of the river not required to hold the heights 
commanding Fort Henry will return to their transports, cross to the east bank, and 
follow the Third Brigade as rapidly as possible. 


In pursuance of this order, notwithstanding the heavy rains through- 
out the previous night, which found my division without tents and ill 
prepared for exposure, it was put in motion by 11 o’clock a. m. of the 
6th in the order of march previously directed by me, and so as to enable 
the different brigades and arms of my command to afford mutual sup- 
port in case of an attack. 

The distance from Camp Halleck to Fort Henry by the route of our 
march is about 8 miles, whereas by the river it is onlv half that distance. 
By 1 o’clock p.m. we had accomplished a march of 4 miles, when the 
firing of our gunboats upon the fort, being distinctly heard by my men, 
was hailed by loud shouts, and they pushed on with increased eager- 
ness, hoping to reach the fort in time to cut off the retreat and secure 
the surrender of the enemy. 

About 3 o’clock p. m., the report coming back that the enemy were 
evacuating the fort, I immediately sent an order to my cavalry in 
advance to make rapid pursuit if upon investigation it were found to 
be true. 

A similar order had also been sent forward by Colonel Oglesby. Cap- 
tain Stewart, of my staff, with a squad of his own cavalry, first coming 
up with the enemy, boldly charged his rear while he was in the act 
of clearing the outer line of his defenses, while a portion of Colonel 
Dickey’s cavalry, under command of Licutenant-Celonel McCullough, 
also hastening up, pursued the enemy several miles and until nightfall, 
and successively overtaking his rear guards of cavalry and infantry 
quickly dispersed them, killing 1 man, capturing 38 prisoners, and 
driving him to abandon six pieces of artillery, with their gun-carriages 
and one caisson, a large number of different kinds of small-arms, knap- 
sacks, blankets, animals; in short, everything calculated to impede his 
flight, which were subsequently brought into the fort by detachments 
respectively under the command of Colonel Logan, Captain Dresser, and 
Lieutenant Gumbart. 

The Eighteenth Regiment, Colonel Lawler, forming the head of the 
column, composed of the First Brigade, eagerly hastening forward, first 
reached the fort, entering the same at 3.30 o’clock p. m., and were imme- 
diately followed by the remainder of that brigade. 

The Second Brigade, under the able and judicious lead of Col. W. H. 
L. Wallace, although unavoidably detained by a battery of heavy siege 
guns and the aggravated condition of the roads, followed close upon the 
First, and soon after the portion of Colonel Cook’s brigade with him, 
thus completing the arrival of all the forces under my command within 
the enemy’s works, where they encamped for the night in his deserted 
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huts and tents—Captain Stewart, of my staff, being temporarily assigned 
to the command of the main fort. 

Although the letter of your order required the halting of my column 
near the junction of the Dover and Bailey’s Ferry roads, some 2 miles 
from the fort, in view of the information already referred to I did not 
deem it within its spirit to do so, and accordingly pressed on, as already 
mentioned, having accomplished a march of near 8 miles in four hours 
and a half, over the worst possible roads, cutting a portion of them 
through woods and bridging several streams made too deep for fording 
by recent rains. 

Upon entering the fort it was found to have been defended by seven- 
teen heavy and effective guns, well mounted, and so disposed as to com- 
~ mand both river and land approaches. The wholenumber of guns taken, 
including the six field pieces brought in as before mentioned, amount to 
twenty-three. The fortifications are extensive, and afford evidence of a 
high degree of engineering skill and great labor. Their hasty surrender 
without a more protracted struggle can only be accounted for by the ter- 
rible cannonade from our gunboats and their apprehension of being cut 
off from retreat by the rapid advance of our land forces. 

The casualties in my command, except those already recounted, were 
chiefly confined to the loss and injury of animals and other property, and 
are chargeable to the desperate condition of the roads. 

The gallant and successful attack made by the gunboats under Flag- 
Officer Foote is worthy to challenge our warmest admiration, and reflects 
the highest credit upon him and all the officers and men of his command 
who participated in it. The success of the Mississippi River fleet in this 
signal instance triumphantly demonstrates the efficiency of that arm of 
the public service. <As a just tribute to distinguished merit I have the 
honor to announce the name of Fort Henry has been changed to Fort 
Foote, by an order formally published by me to that effect. 

Of my own command it is my duty as well as my pleasure to say that 
both officers and men did their whole duty with the most commendable 
spirit and alacrity. It was the first of the land forces to enter the fort, 
and I may truly say for them it is their greatest regret that circumstances 
beyond their control prevented them from accomplishing their greatest 
desire, which was to cut off the enemy’s retreat and force him to fight or 
surrender. 

JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Division. 


Brig. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding District of Cairo. 





No. 5. 


Report of General A. Sidney Johnston, C. S. Army, commanding West- 
ern Department. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., February 8, 1862. 
Siz: No reliable particulars of the loss of Foit Henry have yet 
reached me. This much, however, is known, that nearly all of the force 
at Fort Henry retreated to Fort Donelson, and it is said that General 
Tilghman and about 80 officers and men surrendered in the fort. 
The capture of that fort by the enemy gives them the control of the 
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navigation of the Tennessee River, and their gunboats are now ascend- 
ing the river to Florence. 

Operations against Fort Donelson, on the Cumberland, are about to 
be commenced, and that work will soon be attacked. 

The slight resistance at Fort Henry indicates that the best open earth- 
works are not reliable to meet successfully a vigorous attack of iron-clad 
gunboats, and, although now supported by a considerable force, I think 
the gunboats of the enemy will probably take Fort Donelson without the 
necessity of employing their land force in co-operation, as seems to have 
been done at Fort Henry. 

Our force at Fort Donelson, including the force from Fort Henry and 
three regiments of General Floyd’s command, is about 7,000 men, not 
well armed or drilled, except Heiman’s regiment and the regiments of 
Floyd’s command. 

General Floyd’s command and the force from Hopkinsville is arriving 
at Clarksville, and can (if necessary) reach Donelson in four hours by 
steamers, which are there. | 

Should Fort Donelson be taken, it will open the route to the enemy 
to Nashville, giving them the means of breaking the bridges and 
destroying the ferry-boats on the river as far as navigable. 

The occurrence of the misfortune of losing the fort will cut off the 
communication of the force here, under General Hardee, from the south 
bank of the Cumberland. To avoid the disastrous consequences of such 
an event I ordered General Hardee yesterday to make (as promptly as 
it could be done) preparations to fall back to Nashville and cross the 
river. 

The movements of the enemy on my right flank would have made a 
retrograde in that direction to confront the enemy indispensable in a 
short time. But the probability of having the passage of this army 
corps across the Cumberland intercepted by the gunboats of the enemy 
admits of no delay in making the movement. 

Generals Beauregard and Hardee are equally with myself impressed 
with the necessity of withdrawing our force from this line at once. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
. A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





No. 6. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Jeremy F. Gilmer, C. 8S. Army, chief engineer, 
upon the defense of Fort Henry. 


ENGINEER’S OFFICE, 
Decatur, Ala., March 17, 1862. 


COLONEL: In obedience to General Johnston’s orders of January 29, 
received at Nashville, I proceeded the next day to Fort Donelson and 
thence to Fort Henry, to inspect the works and direct what was neces- 
sary to be done at both. 

I arrived at Fort Henry the afternoon of the 31st, when I met Brig- 
adier-General Tilghman commanding the defenses on the Tennessee 
and Cumberland Rivers. By the exertions of the commanding general, 
aided by Lieut. Joseph Dixon, his engineer officer, the main fort (a strong 


132 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND S.W. VA. [Cuar. XVIL 


field work of fine bastion front) had been put in a good condition for 
defense, and seventeen guns mounted on substantial platforms, twelve 
of which were so placed as to bear well on the river. These twelve guns 
were of the following description: One 10-inch columbiad, one rifled gun 
of 24-pounder cal.ber (weight of ball 62 pounds), two 42-pounders, and 
eight 32-pounders, all arranged to fire through embrasures formed by 
raising the parapet between the guns with sand bags carefully laid. 

In addition to placing the main work in good defensive order I found 
that extensive lines of infantry cover had been thrown up by the troops 
forming the garrison, with a view to hold commanding ground that 
would be dangerous to the fort if possessed by the enemy. These lines 
and the main work were on the right hand of the river and arranged 
with good defensive relations, making the place capable of offering a 
strong resistance against a land attack coming trom the eastward. On 
the left bank of the river there was a number of hills within cannon 
range that commanded the river batteries on the right bank. The ne- 
cessity of occupying these hills was apparent to me at the time I in- 
spected I*ort Henry early in November last, and on the 21st of that 
month Lieutenant Dixon, the local engineer, was ordered from Fort Don- 
elson to ort Henry to make the necessary surveys and construct the 
additional works. He was at the same time informed that a large force 
of slaves, with troops to protect them, from Alabama, would report 
to him for the work, which was to be pushed to completion as early as 
possible. 

The surveys were made by the engineer and plans decided upon with- 
out delay; but by some unforeseen cause the negroes were not sent until 
after the Ist of January last. Much valuable time was thus lost, but 
under your urgent orders, when informed of the delay, General Tilgh- 
man and his engineers pressed these defenses forward so rapidly, night 
and day, that when I reached the fort (January 31 last) they were far 
advanced, requiring only a few days’ additional labor to put them in a 
State of defense. But no guns had been received that could be put in 
these works except a few field pieces; and, notwithstanding every effort 
had been made to procure them from Richmond, Memphis, and other 
points, it was apprehended they would not atrive in time to anticipate 
the attack of the enemy, which, from the full information obtained by 
General Tilghman, was threatened at an early day either at Fort Henry 
or J*ort Donelson, or possibly on both at the same time. The lines of 
infantry cover, however, which had been thrown up were capable of 
making a strong resistance, even without the desired artillery, should 
the attack be made on that (the left) bank of the river. Experimental 
firing with the 10-inch columbiad, mounted in main work, showed a de- 
fect in the cast-iron carriage and chassis, which threatened to impair 
the usefulness of this most important gun. With the ordinary charge 
of 16 pounds of powder the recoil was so great as to cause most violent 
Shocks against the rear hurter, threatening each time to dismount the 
piece. With the aid of an ingenious mechanic clamps were finally 
made, which served to resist, in some degree, the viclence of the recoil. 
With this exception the guns bearing on the river were in fair working 
order. 

After the batteries of the main work were mounted General Tilgh- 
man found much difficulty in getting competent artillerists to man 
them, and he was not supplied with a sufficient number of artillery 
otticers. 

Impressed with the great deficiency in the preparations for defending 
the passage of the river at Fort Henry, the commanding officer ex- 
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pressed to me his fears that it might cause disaster if the place were 
vigorously attacked by the enemy’s gunboats. This he thought his 
greatest danger. 

In conjunction with General Tilghman I made every effort during 
the three days I remained at Fort Henry to get all the works and bat- 
teries in as good condition for defense as the means at hand would per- 
mit. February 3 we went over to Fort Donelson to do the same. The 
works there required additions, to prevent the enemy from occupying 
grounds dangerous to the river batteries and the field work which had 
been constructed for the immediate defense landward. It was also 
important that better protection should be made for the heavy guns 
(mounted for the defense of the river) by raising the parapet with sand 
bags between the guns to give greater protection to the gunners. 

The 3d and 4th days of February were devoted to making preparations 
for this work and locating lines of infantry cover on the commanding 
ground around the fort. | ' 

In the midst of these labors, on the 4th, heavy firing was heard in the 
direction of Fort Henry, which warned General Tilghman that the 
enemy had made his attack upon that work. This was soon confirmed 
by a report from Colonel Heiman, to the effect that the gunboats had 
opened fire and that troops were being landed on the right bank of 
the river 34 to 4 miles below the fort. The general decided to return 
to the Tennessee River at once, and expressed with some anxiety a wish 
that I would accompany him. I finally took the responsibility of doing 
so, With the hope that my professional services might possibly prove 
useful during the defense. 

On arriving at Fort Henry we found the enemy had landed additional 
troops below, and that every preparation was being made to attack by 
land and water. The necessary dispositions for defense were at once 
entered upon, by making a special organization of the troops and assign- 
ing commands to the officers. 

Early the next morning, February 5, the troops were drawn out under 
arms, and marched to the respective points each body was to defend— 
this with a view to insure order in case it became necessary to form 
promptly in face of the enemy. The main body of the forces was as- 
signed to the defense of the advanced lines of infantry cover, where 
they were in a measure beyond the range of shot and shell from the gun- 
boats, and the troops inside of the main fort were to be limited to the 
men who had received some instructions in the use of heavy guns and 
such additional force as could be useful in bringing up full supplhies of 
ammunition. Those assigned to the fort were practiced at the battery 
under the immediate supervision of the commanding officer, and each 
one taught with as much care as possible his duty in anticipation of the 
threatened attack. 

In such preparations the day was consumed, and it was only at night- 
fall that the troops were relieved to seek food and rest, it being quite 
apparent that the enemy would not attack until next day. 


ATTACK ON FORT HENRY, FEBRUARY 6, 1862. 
® 


During the early part of the day preparations of the enemy for an 
advance with his gunboats could be observed from the fort; also the | 
movements of troops at their encampments along the bank of the river 
below, making it evident that we were to be attacked by land as well as 
by water. 

About 11.30 o’clock one of the gunboats had reached the head of the 
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island, about 14 miles below our batteries; another soon followed, then 
a third and a fourth, all coming as nearly abreast as the width of the 
river would permit. As soon as this line was formed a rapid fire was 
opened upon our works about 12.30 o’clock, which was returned with 
spirit by our gunners, who were all at their places eager for the contest. 
In a short time after the rifled cannon burst, killing 3 of the men at the 
piece and disabling a number of others. The effect of this explosion 
was very Serious upon our artillerists; first, because it made them doubt 
the strength of these large guns to resist the shock of full charges, and, 
secondly, because much was expected from the long range of rifled can- 
non against the gunboats. Still, all stood firmly to their work, under a 
most terrific fire from the advancing foe, whose approach was steady and 
constant. 

From the rear of their lines a fifth gunboat was observed to be firing 
curvated shot, many of which fell within the work, but to the rear of 
our guns. Many shot and shell were lodged in the parapet, making 
deep penetrations, but in no case passing through, unless they struck 
the cheek of an embrasure. One of the 32-pounder guns was struck by a 
heavy shell passing through the embrasure. All the gunners at this 
piece were disabled and the gun rendered unfit for service. 

About the same moment a premature discharge occurred at one of 
the 42-pounder guns, causing the death of 3 men and seriously injuring 
the chief of the piece and others. 

Not many moments later it was observed that the 10-inch columbiad 
was silent, the cause of which was at once examined into by General 
Tilghman, and it was found that the priming wire had been jammed 
and broken inthe vent. A blacksmith (Lregret I cannot recall the name 
of the gallant soldier) was sent for, and he labcred with great coolness 
for a long time exposed to the warmest fire of the enemy, but in spite of 
his faithful and earnest efforts the broken wire remained in the vent, 
making this important gun unserviceable for the continued contest. By 
this time the gunboats, by a steady advance, had reached positions not 
over 600 or 700 yards from the fort. Our artillerists became very much 
discouraged when they saw the two heavy guns disabled, the enemy’s 
boats apparently uninjured, and still drawing nearer and nearer. Some 
of them even ceased to work the 32-pounder guns, under the belief that 
such shot were too light to produce any effect upon theiron-clad sides of 
the enemy’s boats. 

Seeing this, General Tilghman did everything that it was possible to 
do to encourage and urge his men to further efforts. He assisted to 
serve one of the pieces himself for at least fifteen minutes; but his men 
were exhausted, had lost all hope, and there were none others to replace - 
them at the guns. Finally, afier the firing had continued about an 
hour and five minutes, but two guns from our batteries responded to the 
rapid firing of the enemy, whose shots were telling with effect upon our 
parapets. It was then suggested to the general that all was lost, unless 
he could replace the men at the guns by others who were not exhausted. 
He replied, “I shall not give up the work,” and then made an effort to . 
get men from the outer lives to continue the struggle. Failing in this, 
he sent instructions to the commanders of*the troops in the exterior 
lines to withdraw their forces. As soon as this movement was com- 
menced confusion among the retiring troops followed, many thinking 
it intended for a rapid retreat to escape from the enemy’s forces, ex- 
pected to approach from the point of landing below. A few moments 
later the flag was lowered. 

From informiation received the strength of the enemy was estimated 
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at 9,000 men. These forces were advancing to cut off the communica- 
tions with Fort Donelson. Probably the movement would have proved 
a success had the garrison remained a few hours longer. Our force at 
Fort Henry was about 3,200, of which less than 100 were surrendered 
with the fort. 

The fall of Fort Henry and the power of the.enemy to strike at once 
with an immense force at Fort Donelson, made it necessary that the 
army at Bowling Green should be withdrawn to a point which would 
secure a prompt passage of the Cumberland River. The vicinity of 
Nashville seemed the proper position. If the enemy were defeated at 
Donelson, with prompt re-enforcements there was still a hope that vour 
army might resist the invader and defend that city ; if Donelson fell, it 
could be promptly passed to the south bank of the river.* 

e * * * ¥ * * 

I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. F. GILMER, 
Lieut. Col. of Engineers, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 


Col. W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General Western Department. 


No. 7. 


Report of Maj. Gen. Leondias Polk, C. S. Army, commanding at Colum- 
bus, Ky. 


CoLuMBUS, Ky., February 8, 1862. 
General S. COOPER: 
I am officially advised as follows: 
ForT DONELSON, TENN., February 7, 1862. 


General POLK: 


Fort Henry has fallen. General Tilghman, Major Gilmer, and about 80 officers and 
men were surrendered with the fort. Colonel Heiman brought the rest of the com- 
mand in good order to this point. About 3,000 in the aggregate arrived at 11 o’clock 
last night. Owing to the bad state of the roads and the high water of the various 
water-courses between the two forts, as well as to the fact that they were attacked in 
the rear by the enemy’s cavalry, Colonel Heiman says it was a physical impossibility 
to save the field batteries. Nothing saved but the small-arms. Coloncl Heiman will 
assume command here this morning until the arrival of General Pillow, who, we learn, 
will be down in a few hours. The telegraph line from Cumberland City is down. 
Colonel Heiman does not expect a fight here untilto morrow. Iremain here by order 
of General Tilghman, and shall still do so, offering my services as volunteer aide to who- 


ever is in command. 
POWHATAN ELLIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Iam just advised the bridges on the Memphis and Bowling Green 
road over the Tennessee River are not destroyed, as reported. Three 
of the enemy’s gunboats have gone up the Tennessee River as far as 
Florence. The bridge over Bear Creek, on the Memphis and Charles- 
ton Railroad, threatened. Ihave sent six companies of Colonel Looney’s 
regiment and one section of artillery with Deshler’s Arkansas battery 
(Chalmers’ regiment) from Corinth. Active preparations on the part 
of the Government for the defense of this frontier seem now indis- 


pensable. 
L. POLK. 


*Portion of report here omitted will be found in the report of the siege of Fort 
Donelson. 
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No. 8. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, C. 8S. Army, commanding Fort 
Henry. 


Fort HENRY, TENN., February 7, 1862. 


Through the courtesy of Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, commanding Federal 
forces, I am permitted to communicate with you in relation to the result 
of the action between the fort under my command at this place and the 
Federal gunboats on yesterday. 

At 11.40 o’clock on yesterday morning the enemy engaged the fort 
with seven gunboats, mounting fifty-four guns. I promptly returned 
their fire with eleven guns bearing on the river. The action was main- 
tained with great bravery by the force under my command until 1.50 p. 
m., at which time [ had but four guns fit for service. At 1.55 p. m., find- 
ing it impossible to maintain the fort and wishing to spare the lives of 
the gallant men under my command, on consultation with my officers I 
surrendered the fort. Our casualties are small. The effeet of our shot 
was severely felt by the enemy, whose superior and overwhelming force 
alone gave them the advantage. 

The surrender of Fort Heury involved that of Captain Taylor and 
Lieutenants Watts and Weller, and one other officer of artillery ; Cap- 
tains Hayden and Miller, of the Engineers; Capts. H. L. Jones and 
McLaughlin, quartermaster’s department, and Acting Assistant Adju- 
tant-General McConnico and myself, with some 50 privates and 20 sick, 
together with all the munitions of war in and about the fort. I com- 
municate this result with deep regret, but feel that 1 performed my 
whole duty in the defense of my post. 

I take occasion to bear testimony to the gallantry of the officers and 
men under my command. They sustained their position with consum- 
mate bravery as long as there was any hope of success. I also take 
sreat pleasure in acknowledging the courtesy and consideration shown 
by Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant and Commander I*oote and the officers under 
their command. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LLOYD TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


RICHMOND, VA, August 9, 1862. 


GENERAL: Inclosed you will please find a copy of my official report 
of the bombardment of Fort Henry, on February 6, 1862, by the Federal 
fleet, together with accompanying papers. The original of this report 
was forwarded from Alton, Ill., but, not having reached your office, I 
have prepared a copy of the same at the earliest moment practicable 
since my release from Fort Warren, Mass. 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
| LLOYD TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, Commanding. 
S. CooPER, , 
Adjutant and Inspector General C. S. Army. 


[Inclosure. } 
FEBRUARY 12, 1862. 


Sir: My communication of the 7th instant, sent from Fort Henry, 
having announced the fac: of the surrender of that fort to Commodore 
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Foote, of the Federal Navy, on the 6th instant, I have now the honor to 
submit the following report of the details of the action, together with 
the accompanying papers, (marked A and B),* containing a list of offi- 
cers and men surrendered, together with casualties, &c.: : 

On Monday, February 3, in company with Major Gilmer, of the Engi- 
neers, { completed the inspection of the main work as well as outworks 
at Fort Heiman, south of the Tennessee River, as far as I had been able 
to perfect them, and also the main work, intrenched camp, and exterior 
line of rifle pits at Fort Henry. At 10 a. m. on that morning (the pick- 
ets on both sides of the Tennessee River extended well in our front, 
having reported no appearance of the enemy), I left, in company with 
Major Gilmer, for Fort Donelson, for the purpose of inspecting with him 
the defenses of that place. | 

Tuesday, the 4th instant, was spent in making a thorough examina- 
tion of all the defenses at Fort Donelson. At noon heard heavy firing 
at Fort Henry for half an hour. At4p.m.a courier reached me from 
Colonel Heiman, at Fort Henry, informing me that the enemy were 
landing in strong force at Bailey’s Ferry, 3 miles below and on the east 
bank of the river. 

Delaying no longer than was necessary to give all proper orders for 
the arrangement of matters at Fort Donelson, | left with an escort of 
Tennessee cavalry, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Gantt, for 
Fort Henry, accompanied by Major Gilmer, reaching that place at 11.30 
p.m. I soon became satisfied that the enemy were really in strong 
force at Bailey’s Ferry, with every indication of re-enforcements arriving 
constantly. : 

Colonel Heiman, of the Tenth Tennessee, commanding, with most 
commendable alacrity and good judgment, had thrown forward to the 
outworks covering the Dover road two pieces of light artillery, sup- 
ported by a detachment from the Fourth Mississippi Regiment, under 
command of Capt. W. C. Red. Scouting parties ot cavairy, operating 
on both sides of the river, had been pushed forward to within a very 
short distance of the enemy’s lines. Withcut a moment’s delay, after 
reaching the fort, I proceeded to arrange the available force to meet 
whatever contingency might arise. 

The First Brigade, under Colonel Heiman, was composed of the Tenth 
Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel MacGavock commanding; the Tweuty- 
seventh Alabama, under Colonel Hughes; the Forty-eighth Tennessee, 
under Colonel Voorhies; light battery of four pieces, commanded by 
Captain Culbertson, and the Tennessee Battalion of Cavalry, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gantt. Total officers and men, 1,444. 

The Second Brigade, Col. Joseph Drake (Fourth Mississippi Regi- 
ment) commanding, was composed of the Fourth Mississippi, under 
Major Adaire; the Fifteenth Arkansas, Colonel Gee; the Fifty-first Ten- 
nessee, Colonel Browder; Alabama Battalion, Major Garvin; light bat- 
tery of three pieces, under Captain Crain; the Alabama Battalion of 
Cavalry; Captain Milner’s company of cave Iry, with Captain Padgett’s 
spy company, and a detachment of Rangers, under Acting Captain Mil- 
ton. Total officers and men, 1,215. The heavy artillery, under com- 
mand ot Captain Taylor, numbering 75 men, were placed at the guns in 
Fort Henry. 

As indicated some time since to the general commanding the depart- 
ment, I found it impossible to hold the commanding ground south of 
the Tennessee River with the small force of badly-armed men at my 
command, and, notwithstanding the fact that all my defenses were com- 


*Not found. 
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manded by the high grotfnd on which I had commenced the construc- 
tion of Fort Heiman, I deemed it proper to trust to the fact that the 
extremely bad roads leading to that point would prevent the movement 
of heavy guns by the enemy, by which I might be annoyed, and, leav- 
ing the Alabama Battalion ot Cavalry and Captain Padgett’s spy com- 
pany on the western bank of the river, transferred the force encainped 
on that side to the opposite bank. At the time of receiving the first 
intimation of the approach of the enemy, the Forty-eighth and Fifty- 
first Tennessee Regiments having only just reported, were encamped at 
Danville and at the mouth of Sandy, and had to be moved from 5 to 20 
miles in order to reach Fort Henry. This movement, together with the 
transfer of the Twenty-seventh Alabama and Fifteenth Arkansas Regi- 
ments from Fort Heiman across the river, was all perfected by 5 a. m. 
on the morning of the 5th. 

Early on the morning of the 5th the enemy were plainly to be seen at 
Bailey’s Ferry, 3 miles below. The large number of heavy transports 
reported by our scouts gave evidence of the fact that the enemy was 
there in force even at that time, and the arrival every hour of additional 
boats showed conclusively that I should be engaged with a heavy force 
by land, while the presence of seven gunboats, mounting fifty-four guns, 
indicated plainly that a joint attack was contemplated by land and 
water. 

On leaving Fort Donelson I ordered Colonel Head to hold his own 
and Colonel Sugg’s regiments, Tennessee volunteers, with two pieces 
of artillery, ready to move at a moment’s warning, with three days’ 
cooked rations, and without camp equipage or wagon train of any kind, 
except enough to carry the surplus ammunition. 

Ou the morning of the 5th I ordered him, in case nothing more had 
been heard from the country below, on the Cumberland, at the time of 
the arrival of my messenger, indicating an intention on the part of the 
enemy to invest Fort Donelson, to move out with the two regiments and 
the two pieces of artillery and take position at the Furnace, half way 
on the Dover road to Fort Henry; the force embraced in this order was 
about 750 men, to act as circumstances might dictate. 

Thus matters stood at 9a.m. onthe morning of the 5th. The wretched 
military position of Fort Henry and the small force at my disposal did 
not permit me to avail myself of the advantages to be derived from the 
system of outwork built with the hope of being re-enforced in time, and 
compelled me to determine to concentrate my efforts by land within 
the rifle pits surrounding the camp of the Tenth Tennessee and Fourth 
Mississippi Regiments in case I deemed it possible to do more than 
operate Solely against the attack by the river. Accordingly my entire 
command was paraded and placed in the rifle pits around the above 
camps, and minute instructions given, not only to brigades, but to 
regiments and companies, as to the exact ground each was to occupy. 
Seconded by the able assistance of Major Gilmer, of the Engineers, of 
whose valuable services I thus early take pleasure in speaking, and by 
Colonels Heiman and Drake, everything was arranged to make a for- 
midable resistance against anything like fair odds. 

It was known to me on the day before that the enemy had recon- 
noitered the roads leading to Fort Donelson from Bailey’s Ferry by way 
of Iron Mountain Furnace, and at 10 a.m. on the 5th I sent forward 
from Fort Henry a strong reconnoitering party of cavalry. They had 
not advanced more than 15 miles in the direction of the enemy when 
they encountered their reconnoitering party. Our cavalry charged them 
in gallant style, upon which the enemy’s cavalry fell back, with a loss 
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of only 1 man on each side. Very soon the main body of the Federal 
advance guard, composed of a regiment of infantry and a large force of 
cavalry, was met, upon which our cavalry retreated. 

On receipt of this news I moved out in person with five companies 
of the Tenth Tennessee, five companies of the Fourth Mississippi, and 
50 cavalry, orderin:; at the same time two additional companies of 
infantry to suppori Captain Red at the outworks. Upon advancing well 
to the front I foni:d that the enemy had retired. I returned to camp 
at 5 p. m., leaving Captain Red re-enforced at the outworks. The enemy 
were again re-enforced by the arrival of a number of large transports. 

At night the pickets from the west bank reported the landing of troops 
on that side (opposite Bailey’s Ferry), their advance picket having been 
met 13 miles from the river. I at once ordered Captain Hubbard, of 
the Alabama cavalry, to take 50 men, and, if possible, surprise them. 
The inclemency of the weather, the rain having commenced to fall in 
torrents, prevented anything being accomplished. 

Early on the morning of the Gth Captain Padgett reported the arrival 
of five additional transports overnight and the landing of a large force 
on the west bank of the river at the point indicated above. From that 
time up to 9 o’clock it appeared as though the force on the east bank 
was again re-enforced, which was subsequently proven to be true. 

The movements of the fleet of gunboats at an early hour prevented 
any communication, except by a light barge, with the western bank, and 
by 10 a. m. it was plain that the boats intended to engage the fort with 
their entire force, aided by an attack on our right and left flanks from 
the two land forces in overwhelming numbers. 

To understand properly the difficulties of my position it is right that 
I should explain fully the unfortunate location of Fort Henry in refer- 
ence to resistance by a small force against an attack by land co-operat- 
ing with the gunboats, as well as its disadvantages in even an engage- 
ment with boats alone. The entire fort, together with the intrenched 
camp spoken of, is enfiladed from three or four points on the opposite 
shore, while three points on the eastern bank completely command them 
both, all at easy cannonrange. At the same time the intrenched camp, 
arranged as it was in the best possible manner to meet the case, was 
two-thirds of it completely under the control of the fire of the gunboats. 
The history of military engineering records no parallel to thiscase. Points 
within a few miles of it, possessing great advantages and few disadvan- 
tages, were totally neglected, and a location fixed upon without one 
redeeming feature or filling one of the many requirements of a site for 
a work such as Fort Henry. The work itself was well built; 1t was 
completed long before I took command, but strengthened greatly by 
myself in building embrasures and epaulements of sand bags. An 
enemy had but to use their most common sense in obtaining the advan- 
tage of high water, as was the case, to have complete and entire control 
of the position. 

I am guilty of no act of injustice in this frank avowal of the opinions 
entertained by myself, as well as by all other officers who have become 
familiar with the location of Fort Henry; nor do I desire the defects of 
location to have an undue influence in directing public opinion in rela- 
tion to the battle of the 6th instant. The fort was built when I took 
charge, and I had no time to build anew. With this seeming digres- 
sion, rendered necessary, as I believe, to a correct understanding of the 
whole affair, I will proceed with the details of the subsequent move- 
meuts of the troops under my command. 

By 10 a. m. on the 6th the movements of the gunboats and land 
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force indicated an immediate engagement, and in such force as gave me 
no room to change my previously-conceived opinions as to what, under 
such circumstances, should be my course. The case stood thus: I had 
at my command a grand total of 2,610 men, only one-third of whom had 
been at all disciplined or well armed. The high water in the river fill- 
ing the sloughs gave me but one route by which to retire, if necessary, 
and that route for some distance in a direction at right angles to the 
line of approach of the enemy, and over roads well-nigh impassable for 
artillery, cavalry, or infantry. The enemy had seven gunboats, with 
an armament of fifty-four guns, to engage the eleven guns at Fort Henry. 
General Grant was moving up the east bank of the river from his land- 
ing, 3 miles below, with a force of 12,000 men, verified afterwards by his 
own statement, while General Smith, with 6,000 men, was moving up 
the west bank, to take a position within 400 or 500 yards, which would 
enable him to enfilade my entire works. The hopes (founded on a knowl- 
edge of the fact that the enemy had reconnoitered on the two previous 
days thoroughly the several roads leading to Fort Donelson) that a por- 
tion only of the land force would co-operate with the gunboats in an 
attack on the fort were dispelled, and but little time left me to meet this 
change in the circumstances which surrounded me. Iargued thus: Fort 
Donelson might possibly be held, if properly re-enforced, even though 
Fort Henry should fall; but the reverse of this proposition was not 
true. The force at Fort Henry was necessary to aid Fort Donelson 
either in making a successful defense or in holding it long enough to 
answer the purposes of a new disposition of the entire army from Bow- 
ling Green to Columbus, which would necessarily follow the breaking 
of our center, resting on Forts Donelson and Henry. The latter alter- 
native was all that I deemed possible. I knew that re-enforcements 
were difficult to be had, and that unless sent in such force as to make 
the defense certain, which I did not believe practicable, the fate of our 
right wing at Bowling Green depended upon a concentration of my 
entire division on Fort Donelson and the holding of that place as long 
as possible, trusting that the delay by an action at Fort Henry would 
give time for such re-enforcements as might reasonably be expected to 
reach a point sufficiently near Fort Donelson to co-operate with my divis- 
ion, by getting to the rear and right flank of the enemy, and in sucha 
position as to control the roads over which a safe retreat might be 
effected. I hesitated not a moment. My infantry, artillery, and cav- 
alry, removed of necessity to avoid the fire of the gunboats to the out- 
works, could not mect the enemy there; my only chance was to delay 
the enemy every moment possible and retire the command, now outside 
the main work, towards Fort Donelson, resolving to suffer as little loss 
as possible. I retained only the heavy artillery company to fight the 
guns, and gave the order to commence the movement at once. 

At 10.15 o’clock Lieutenant-Colonel MacGavock sent a messenger to 
me, stating that our pickets reported General Grant approaching rap- 
idly and within half a mile of the advance work, and movements on the 
west bank indicated that General Smith was fast approaching also. 
The enemy, ignorant of any movement of my main body, but knowing 
that they could not engage them behind our intrenched camp until 
after the fort was reduced or the gunboats retired, without bein g them- 
selves exposed to the fire of the latter, took a position north of the forks 
of the river road, in a dense wood (my order being to retreat by way of 
the Stewart road), to await the result. 

At1l a.m. the flotilla assumed their line of battle. Ihad no hope of . 
being able successfully to defend the fort against such overwhelming 
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odds, both in point of numbers and in caliber of guns. My object was 
to save the main body by delaying matters as long as possible, and to 
this end I bent every effort. 

At precisely 11.45 a. m. the enemy opened from their gunboats on the 
fort. I waited a few moments until the effects of ‘he first shots of the 
enemy were fully appreciated. I then gave the order to return the fire, 
which was gallantly responded to by the brave little band under my 
command. The enemy, with great deliberation, steadily closed upon 
the fort, firing very wild until within 1,200 yards. The cool deliberation 
of our men told from the first shot fired with tremendous effect. — 

At 12.35 p. m. the bursting of our 24-pounder rifled gun disabled every 
man at the piece. This great loss was to us in a degree made up by our 
disabling entirely the Essex gunboat, which immediately floated down- 
stream. Immediately after the loss of this valuable gun we sustained 
another loss, still greater, in the closing up of the vent of the 10-inch 
columbiad, rendering that gun perfectly useless and defying all efforts 
to reopen it. The fire on both sides was now perfectly terrific. The 
enemy’s entire force was engaged, doing us but little harm, while our 
shot fell with unerring certainty upon them and with stunning effect. 
At this time a question presented itself to me with no inconsiderable de- 
gree of embarrassment. The moment had arrived when I should join 
the main body of troops retiring toward Fort Donelson, the safety of 
which depended upon a protracted defense of the fort. It was equally 
plain that the gallant men working the batteries, for the first time under 
fire, with all their heroism, needed my presence. Colonel Heiman, the 
next in command, had returned to the fort for instructions. The men 
working the heavy guns were becoming exhausted with the rapid firing. 
Another gun became useless by an accident, and yet another by the 
explosion of a shell immediately after, striking the muzzle, involving the 
death of 2 men and disabling several others. The effect of my absence 
at such a critical moment would have been disastrous. At the earnest 
solicitation of many of my officers and men I determined to remain, and 
ordered Colonel Heiman to join hiscommand and keep up the retreat in 
good order, while I should fight the guns as long as one man was left, 
and sacrifice myself to save the main body of my troops. 

No sooner was this decision made known than new energy was in- 
fused. The enemy closed upon the fort to within 600 yards, improvin g 
very much in their fire, which now began to tell with great effect upon 
the parapets, while the fire from our guns (now reduced to seven) was 
returned with such deliberation and judgment that we scarcely missed 
ashot. A second one of the gunboats retired, but I believe was brought 
into action again. | 

At 1.10 p. m., so completely broken down were the men, that but for the 
fact that four only of our guns were then really serviceable I could not 
well have worked a greater number. The fire was still continued with 
great energy and tremendous effect upon the enemy’s boats. 

At 1.30 p.m. I took charge of one of the 32-pounders to relieve the 
chief of that piece, who had worked with great effect from the begin. 
ning of the action. I gave the flag-ship Cincinnati two shots, which had 
the effect to check a movement intended to enfilade the only guns now 
left me. It was now plain to be seen that the enemy were breaching the 
fort directly in front of our guns, and that I could not much longer sus- 
tain their fire without an unjustifiable exposure of the valuable lives of 
the men who had so nobly seconded me in this unequal struggle. 

Several of my officers, Major Gilmer among the number, now sug- 
gested to me the propriety ot taking the subject of a surrender into con- 
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sideration. Every moment I knew was of vast importance to those re- 
treating on Fort Donelson, and I declined, hoping to find men enough 
at hand to continue a while longer the fire now so destructive to the 
enemy. In this I was disappointed. My next effort was to try the ex- 
periment of a flag of truce, which I waved from the parapets myself. 
This was precisely at 1.50 p.m. The flag was not noticed, I presume, 
from the dense smoke that enveloped it, and leaping again into the fort 
continued the fire for five minutes, when, with the advice of my brother 
officers, I ordered the flag to be lowered, and after an engagement of 
two hours and ten minutes with such an unequal force the surrender was 
made to Flag-Officer Foote, represented by Captain Stembel, command- 
ing eunboat Cincinnati, and was qualified by the single condition that 
all officers should retain their side-arms, that both officers and men 
should be treated with the highest consideration due prisoners of war, 
which was promptly and gracefully acceded to by Commodore Foote. 

The retreat of the main body was effected in good order, though in- 
volving the loss of about 20 prisoners, who from sickness and other 
enuses were unable to encounter the heavy roads. The rear of the army 
was overtaken at a distance of some 3 miles from Fort Henry by a body 
of the enemy’s cavalry, but, on being engaged by a small body of our 
men, under Major Garvin, were repulsed and retired. 

This fact alone shows the necessity of the policy pursued by me in pro- 
tracting the defense of the fort as long as possible, which only could 
have been done by my consenting to stand by the brave little band. No 
loss was sustained by our troops in this affair with the enemy. 

I have understood from the prisoners that several pieces of artillery 
also were lost, it being entirely impossible to move them over 4 or 5 miles 
with the indifferent teams attached to them. 

The entire absence of transportation rendered any attempt to move 
the camp equipage of the regiments Impossible. This may be regarded 
as fortunate, as the roads were utterly impassable, not only from the 
rains, but the backwater of Tennessee River. 

A small amount of quartermaster’s and commissary stores, together 
with what was left of the ordnance stores, were lost to us also. 

The tents of the Alabama Regiment were left on the west bank of the 
river, the gunboats preventing an opportunity to cross them over. 

Our casualties may be reported strictly as follows: Killed by the 
enemy, 2; wounded severely by the enemy (one since dead), 3; wounded 
slightly by the enemy, 2; killed by premature explosion, 2; wounded 
seriously by premature explosion, 1; slightly wounded, 1; temporarily 
disabled by explosion of rifled gun, 5. Making total killed, 5; seriously 
wounded, 3; slightly wounded, 3; disabled, 5; missing, 5. Total casu- 
alties, 21. 

The total casualties of the enemy were stated in my presence on the 
following morning to be 73, including 1 officer of the Essex killed, and 
Captain Porter, commanding the Essex, badly scalded. 

The enemy report the number of shots that struck their vessels to 
have been 74, 28 of which struck the flag-ship Cincinnati, so disabling 
her as to compel her to return to Cairo. The Essex received 22 shots, 
one of which passed, we know, entirely through the ship, opening 
one of her boilers and taking off the head of Captain Porter’s aide-de- 
camp, Several shots passed entirely through the Cincinnati, while 
her outer works were completely riddled. The weak points in all 
their vessels were known to us, and the cool precision of our firing de- 
veloped them, showing conclusively that this class of boats, though 
formidable, cannot stand the test of even the 32-pounders, much less 
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the 24-caliber rifled shot or that of the 10-inch columbiad. It should 
be remembered that these results were principally from no heavier metal 
than the ordinary 32-pounders, using solid shot, fired at point-blank, 
giving the vessels all the advantages of their peculiar structures, with 
planes meeting this fire at angles of 45 degrees. The immense area, 
forming what may be called the roof, is in every respect vulnerable to 
either a plunging fire from even 32-pounders, or a curved line of fire 
from heavy guns. In the latter case shell should be used in preference 
to shot. 

Confident of having performed my whole duty to my Government in 
the defense of Tort Henry, with the totally inadequate means at my 
disposal, I have but little to add in support of the views before ex- 
pressed. The reasons for the line of policy pursued by me are to my 
mind convincing. 

Against such overwhelming odds as 16,000 well-armed men (exclu- 
sive of the force on the gunboats) to 2,610 badly armed, in the field, and 
fifty-four heavy guns against eleven medium ones in the fort, no tactics 
or bravery could avail. 

The rapid movements of the enemy, with every facility at their com- 
mand, rendered the defense from the beginning a hopeless one. 

I succeeded in doing even more than was to be hoped for at first. I 
not only saved my entire command outside of the fort, but damaged 
materially the flotilla of the enemy, demonstrating thoroughly a problem 
of intinite value to us in the future. 

Had I been re-enforced, so as to have justified my meeting the enemy 
at the advanced works, I might have made good the tand defense on 
the east bank. Imake no inquiry as to why I was not, for I have entire 
confidence in the judgment of my commanding general. 

The elements even were against us, and had the enemy delayed his 
attack a few days, with the river rising, one-third of the entire fortifi- 
cations (already affected by it) would have been washed away, while 
the remaining portion of the works would have been untenable by 
reason of the depth of water over the whole interior portion. 

The number of officers surrendered (see paper marked A*) was 12; 
the number of non-commissioned officers and privates in the fort at the 
time of the surrender (see paper marked B)* was 66, while the number 
in the hospital-boat Patton was (see paper marked C)* 16. | 

I take great pleasure in making honorable mention of all the officers 
and men under my command. To Captain Taylor, of the artillery, and 
the officers ef his corps, Lieutenants Watts and Weller; to Capt. G. R. 
G. Jones, in command of the right battery ; to Captains Miller and Hay- 
den, of the Engineers; to Acting Assistant Adjutant-General McCon- 
nico; to Capt. H. L. Jones, brigade-quartermaster; to Captain McLaugh- 
lin, quartermaster of the Tenth Tennessee, and to Surgeons Voorhies 
and Horton, of the Tenth Tennessee, the thanks of the whole country 
are due for their consummate devotion to our high and holy cause. To 
Sergts. John Jones, Hallam, Cubine, and Silcurk, to Corporals Copass, 
Cavin, and Renfro, in charge of the guns, as well as to all the men, [ 
feel a large debt is due for their bravery and efficiency in working the. 
heavy guns so long and so efficiently. 

Officers and men alike seemed actuated but by one spirit—that of 
devotion to a cause in which was involved life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. Every blow struck was aimed by cool heads, supported 
by strong arms and honest hearts. 


* Not found. 
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I feel that it is a duty I owe to Col. A. Heiman, commanding the 
Tenth Tennessee Regiment (Irish), to give this testimony of my high 
appreciation of him as a soldier and a man, due to his gallant regiment, 
both officers and men. I place them second to no regiment I have seen 
in the Army. 

To Captain Dixon, of the Engineers, J owe (as does the whole country) 
my special acknowledgments of his ability and unceasing energies. 
Under his immediate eye were all the works proposed by myself at 
Fort Donelson and Heiman executed, while his fruitfulness in resources 
to meet the many disadvantages of position alone enabled us to combat 
its difficulties successfully. 

To Lieutenant Watts, of the heavy artillery, as acting ordnance offi- 
cer at Fort Henry, I owe this special notice of the admirable condition 
of the ordnance department at that post. Lieutenant Watts is the cool- 
est officer under fire I ever met with. 

I take pleasure in acknowledging the marked courtesy and consider- 
ation of Flag-Officer Foote, of the Federal Navy; of Captain Stembel 
and the other naval officers, to myself, officers, and men. Their gallant 
bearing during the action gave evidence of a brave and therefore gen- 
erous toe. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LLOYD TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


RICHMOND, VA., August 9, 1862. 


My attention having been called, since writing the above report, to 
certain statements made in the somewhat unofficial reports of the bat- 
tles of Fort Donelson, on the subject of the condition of the fortifica- 
tions at that place at the time of the arrival of the re-enforcements, I 
deem it highly proper to protect my own as well as the reputation of 
the officers and men of my command, and place the facts of the case on 
record. 

Nearly broken down by incessant work from the middle of June in 
organizing and perfecting the First Kentucky Brigade and in remodel- 
ing the brigade at Hopkinsville, Ky., I was not in the best condition, 
so late as December 15, to commence in a new field of operations, and 
work into perfect shape a third brigade and carry on the system of 
fortifications on both the Cumberland and Tennessee necessary fur the 
defense of the important line intrusted to my care. 

The facts of the case are simply these: On reaching Fort Donelson 
the middle of December I found at my disposal six undisciplined com- 
panies of infantry, with an unorganized light battery, while a small 
water battery of two light guns constituted the available river defense. 
Four 32-pounders had been rightly. placed, but were not available. By 
January 25 I had prepared the entire batteries (except one piece, which 
arrived too late) for the river defenses; built the entire field work with 
a trace of 2,900 feet, and in the most substantial manner constructed a 
large amount of abatis, and commenced guarding the approaches by 
rifle pitsand abatis. This was all done when the re-enforcements arrived, 
and, when the total lack of transportation is taken into consideration, 
as well as the inclemency of the season, and yet find not only the orig- 
inal troops there, but nearly all my re-enforcements housed in something 
like 400 good cabins, I conceive my time to have been well spent. While 
this was being done, the strengthening of Fort Henry, the building of all 
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the outworks around it, together with the advanced state of the new 
works south of Tennessee River, Fort Heiman, together with its line of 
outworks, of rifle pits, and abatis, was all thoroughly performed, and 
satisfies my own mind that officers and men could not have fallen short 
in their duties to have accomplished so much. 

The failure of adequate support, doubtless from sufficient cause, cast 
me upon my own resources, and compelled me to assume responsibilities 
which may have worked a partial evil. I aimed at the general good, 
and am the last man to shrink from assuming what is most likely to 
accomplish such an end. 

I would further state that I had connected both Forts Henry ang 
Donelson by a line of telegraph from Cumberland City—total length ef 
line about 35 miles—thus placing me in close relations with Bowling 
Green and Columbus. 

[LLOYD TILGHMAN,] 
Brigadier-General, C. 8. Army, 


No. 9. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Milton A. Haynes, OC. S. Army, Chief ef Tennessee 
Corps of Artillery. 


RICHMOND, VA., Mareh 22, 1862. 


_Srr: By direction of the honorable Secretary of War I have the honor 
to submit a report in regard to the defense and surrender of Fort Henry, 
February 6: 

On January 15, Major-General Polk, by his order, a copy of which I 
annex,* commanded me to proceed to Forts Henry and Donelson and 
take charge of the artillery forces in General Tilghman’s division. Hav- 
ing been charged by General Tilghman with certain duties at Fort Don- 
elson, on the night of February 5 I proceeded, attended only by my 
servant, to ort Henry, but did not enter the fort until after daylight, 
not being able to cross the backwaters in the night. I then learned, 
for the first time, that the enemy had landed about 10,000 or 12,000 men 
at Bailey’s Landing, 3 miles beyond the fort, on the same side of the 
river, and that ten gunboats and several transports were lying at the 
Same point. ° 

After hastily examining the works with Captain Hayden, of the Engi- 
neers, I gave it as my opinion that Fort Henry was untenable, and ought 
to be forthwith abandoned, first, because it was surrounded by water, 
then cut off from the support of the infantry, and was on the point of 
being submerged ; second, because our whole force, artillery, cavalry, 
and infantry, amounted to little over 2,000 men, a force wholly inade- 
quate to cope with that of the enemy, even if there had been no extra- 
ordinary rise in the river. 

About 8 o’clock General Tilghman, who was on my arrival at Fort 
Heiman (the new but unfinished work on the opposite side of the river), 
came across to Fort Henry. I had a brief interview with him in regard 
to the steps to be taken at Fort. Donelson, but, it becoming evident that 
the enemy would attack on that day, further consultation was post- 
poned, and General Tilghman proceeded at once, without consultation 
with me, to make.his dispositions for the defense of Fort Henry. He 


* Not found. 
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ordered Heiman’s regiment to take a position with the main body of 
our troops outside of the backwater, followed by Lieutenant Culbert- 
son’s light battery of six pieces; and men were detailed to throw up 
earth to keep the water out of the magazine and to repair or extend a 
temporary bridge across the backwater. While these orders were being 
rapidly carried out, under the direction of Lieut. Col. R. W. MacGavock, 
I went around the fort, inspecting the condition of the guns, &c¢., accom- 
panied by Capt. Jesse Taylor, whose company garrisoned the fort and 
manned the batteries. I found everything in good condition except 
the 16-inch columbiad (the only one in the fort), which, from a defect in 
the construction of the chassis, could be managed only with difticulty 
and slowly. In the mean time the enemy’s gunboats had been taking 
their position and were making dispositions for an advance, and advices 
received from scouts showed that General Grant’s army was in motion 
for the purpose of investing the post. 

At 11.30 o’elock seven gunboats took their position in line across the 
river, advancing upon us. Our officers and men were at their posts and 
our guns trained upon the advancing flotilla, but our fire was withheld 
till the enemy came within 1,660 yards. A signal gun from the flag- 
ship cf the enemy was also our signal to open fire, which was done by 
both sides promptly. 

The firing continued for nearly two hours without intermission, the 
enemy having about sixteen or twenty guns opposed to our nine, @ part 
of theirs being of 10-inch caliber, and we having but one 10-inch colum- 
biad, badly mounted. In the midst of the battie our 32-pounder rifled 
gun (the most effective in our battery) exploded, killing Sergeant Cubine 
and disabling every man at the piece, as well as others at the neighbor- 
ing guns. ‘The shells of the enemy soon set fire in and outside ot the 
fort, which we had not the power to extinguish. Their heavy shot tore 
away the cheeks of several of our embrasures, throwing the sand bags 
upon the banquette, and exposing our gunners to the direct shot of the 
enemy. Near the close of the engagement, which continued for nearly 
two hours, two of the enemy’s gunboats floated down the river in a dis- 
abled condition, and the remaining gunboats, being now within 200 or 300 
yards of the fort, our 32-pounder shot pierced their sides, tearing holes 
plainly visible to the naked eye, but apparently some of these guns were 
silenced. Our men being now reduccd by wounds and exhaustion, we 
had not enough effective men to act as gunners, General Tilghman and 
other officers being compelled to take their places at the guns. While 
I was then engaged in working the pan coupé battery, some one gave 
the command, “Cease firing,” which order J instantly countermanded, 
and continued the firing. Soon afterwards, as I was pointing a gun 
and in the act of firing it, a gunner near me exclaimed, ‘¢ Look, some 
one has raised a white flag!” I ordered him to go and tear it down 
and shoot the man who raised it. This order was given by me because 
I supposed the flag had been raised without authority, especially as 
such an order ought to have been given through me as chief of artillery. 
The man instantly returned, informing me that Genera? Tilghman had 
ordered the flag to be raised. I ordered the men to stand by their guns, 
and went to General Tilghman, who was at the middle battery, and 
asked him if he was going to surrender. His reply was, ‘Yes, we 
cannot hold out five minutes longer; our men are disabled, and we 
have not enough to man two guns.” My reply was, * Then, sir, 1 will 
not surrender, and you have no right to include me in the capitulation 
as an officer of this garrison, I being here only for eonsultation with 
you.” We then shook hands and I left the fort, and passing down 
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the river to a stable I found a horse without saddle or bridle, and, 
mounting him, I rode by the fort and passed up the bank of the river, 
and swam the sheet of backwater a mile above the fort, and soon after- 
wards came up with our forces en route for Fort Donelson, they having 
been withdrawn under cover of the cannonade, in obedience to General 
Tilghman’s order, before General Grant’s force had surrounded their 
position. | 

The light battery under Lieutenant Culbertson had been abandoned, 
he being unable to drag it through the muddy sloughs which he had to 
eross. His men and horses were then with the retreating army. The 
enemy’s cavalry were hanging upon our rear, occasionally firing at and 
picking up those who lagged behind. 

At2 a. m. our forces reached Fort Donelson, with the loss of only a 
few men, having marched 22 miles, and forded Standing Rock Creek at 
five deep and rapid fords. 

Colonel Heiman, having withdrawn from the fort at the close of the 
action, conducted the retreat in good order, constantly ready to en- 
gage the enemy if he had pursued us. 

I considered the defense of Fort Henry a military necessity, in order 
to cover the retreat of our small army. Its defense was made by one 
small company of artillery, conmanded by Capt. Jesse Taylor, Gen- 
eral Tilghman and other officers taking part in the action. The whole 
force numbered, rank and file, less than 70 men, not enough to man all 
our guns. 

Throughout the action General Tilghman displayed cool and manly 
courage, which commanded admiration and inspired our men with noble 
enthusiasm, which made them scorn the dangers by which they were 
surrounded. 

All officers present, whether of the artillery or. not, participated 
actively in the engagement, and all deserve praise for their conduct in 
the action, and Captain Taylor especially, for the skill, promptness, and 
courage of the officers and men of his company. 

Fort Henry was of necessity compelled to surrender; if not to the 
gunboats, certainly to General Grant’s investing army. The tault was 
in its location, not inits defenders. 

The officers who surrendered were General Lloyd Tilghman, command- 
ing Fourth Division; W. L. McConnico, acting assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral; Capt. Charles Hayden, of the Engineers; Dr. Voorhies, assistant 
surgeon, C. 8S. Army; S. H. McLaughlin, assistant quartermaster; 
Capt. Jesse Taylor, commanding Tennessee Artillery, and Second Lieut. 
F. J. Weller and 50 non-commissioned officers and privates, of whom 
10 or 12 were wounded. 

Maj. J. F. Gilmer, of the Engineers, C. S. Army; Col. A. Heiman, 
commanding Tenth Tennessee Regiment, and myself, and two privates, 
wounded, effected their escape, separately—Major Gilmer on foot. 

We lost ten pieces of heavy artillery, six field pieces, and a large 
supply of ordnance and quartermaster’s stores—in fact, everything but 
honor. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 
“MILTON A. HAYNES, 
Lieut. Col. of Art., and Chief of Tenn. Corps of Vol. Art. 


General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant-General OC. S. Army. 
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No. 10. 
Report of Col. A. Heiman, Tenth Tennessee Infantry. 


RIcHMOND, VA., August 11, 1862. 


Sir: Inclosed herewith please find my report in regard to the bom- 
bardment and surrender of Fort Henry. I prepared this report at Fort 
Donelson immediately after the fall of Fort Henry, but my imprison- 
ment aiter the surrender of the troops at Fort Donelson prevented me 
from forwarding it to the proper authorities before now. I have now 
the honor to submit it to you with my high regards. 

Your most obedient servant, 
A. HEIMAN, 


Colonel Tenth Tennessee Regiment. 
Adjutant-General COOPER. 


{Inclosure. ] 


Fort DONELSON, TENN., February 8, 1862. 


In the absence of General Tilghman, who is a prisoner in the hands 
of the enemy, being next in command of his division, it becomes my 
duty, and I have the honor, to submit to you the following report in 
regard to the bombardment and surrender of Fort Henry and the sub- 
sequent retreat of its garrison to Fort Donelson: 

The armament of the fort consisted of ten 32-pounders, two 42- 
pounders, two 12-pounders, one 24-pounder rifled gun, and one 10-inch 
columbiad. The garrison censisted of my regiment, Tenth Tennessee, 
under command of Licutenant-Colonel MacGavock; the Fourth Missis- 
sippi, Colonel Drake; two companies of the Third Alabama Battalion, 
Major Garvin; a company of artillery, commanded by Captain Taylor; 
one company of Forrest’s cavalry, Captain Milner, and 40 mounted men, 
acting Captain Milton, stationed as picket and rocket guard at Bailey’s 
Landing, 3 miles below the fort; Captain Culbertson’s light battery 
(four 6 pounders and one 6-pounder rifled gun), amounting in all to an 
aggregate of 1,885 men. 

The heights on the opposite side of the river, with the unfinished 
works of ort Heiman, were occupied by the Twenty-seventh Alabama 
Regiment, Colonel Hughes; the Fifteenth Arkansas, Colonel Gee; two 
companies of Alabama cavalry, commanded by Captains Hubbard and 
Houston, and an unorganized company of 40 men, Kentucky cavalry, 
Captain Padgett, and a section of a light battery, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Hankinicz,* amounting in all to 1,100 men. 

At Paris Landing, 5 miles above the fort, the Forty-eighth Tennessee, 
Colonel Voorhies, and the Iifty-first Tennessee, Colonel Browder, were 
stationed. These were skeleton regiments, containing together not more 
than 400 men. 

With the exception of the Tenth Tennessee and the Fourth Mississippi 
these were all new troops, who had just entered the service. They 
were not drilled, were badly equipped, and very indifferently armed with 
shot-guns and Tennessee rifles. None of the cavalry had either sabers 
or pistols, and were only partly armed with double-barreled shot-guns; 
no ‘other equipments whatever. There was much sickness among the 
new troops, so that the forces for the defense of Forts Henry and 


~ * Reference is probably to P. K. Stankieuriz, who succeeded Capt. Jesse Taylor in 
command of battery. 
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Heiman did not amount to more than 2,600 effective men. There were 
also at Fort Henry the steamers Dunbar, Captain Fowler; Lynn Boyd, 
Captain Smedley; Appleton Belle, Captain Heffernan (regular packet 
from the fort to Danville); the Samuel Orr and the Patton. The latter 
two boats were used for hospitals. 

General Tilghman’s division headquarters being at Fort Donelson, 
where he was untiring in bis exertions to complete the defenses of that 
post, ort Henry during his absence was under my command. 

On the morning of the 4th instant, at 4.30 o’clock, the sentinel at our 
3-gun battery announced a rocket signal from the picket at Bailey’s 
Landing, which was immediately answered by a rocket from the fort, 
when three more rockets went up from the picket, announcing the ap- 
proach of three of the enemy’s gunboats. The eleven guns bearing on 
the river were immediately manned and shotted and everything held 
in readiness for an attack. The steamers were all moved out of range 
of the enemy’s gunboats, and the Dunbar and Boyd were dispatched to 
Paris Landing for the two regiments stationed there. I sent a courier 
to General Tilghman, at Fort Donelson, informing him of these facts. 

Shortly after daylight the pickets on both sides of the river reported 
a large fleet coming up, and the smoke trom several gunboats now became 
visible over the island. I directed Captain Ellis, of the Tenth, with a 
small escort of mounted men, to proceed down on the right bank of the 
river, and Captain Anderson, of the same regiinent, on the opposite bank, 
to reconnoiter and ascertain whether the enemy was landing troops. I 
directed Captain Milner, with his company of cavalry, to occupy the 
several roads leading from Railey’s Landing to the fort, and throw for- 
ward a sufficient number of pickets and vedettes. I directed Colonel 
Drake to send two companies of his regiment and a section of Culbert- 
son’s battery to the rifle pits for the defense of the Dover road, about 
three-quarters of a mile from the fort, while Major Garvin occupied the 
rifle pits across the road leading to Bailey’s Landing. Twelve torpedoes 
were sunk in the chute of the river at the foot of the island. For want 
of powder and time none were sunk in the main channel. Those sunk 
were reudered utterly useless by the heavy rise in the river. 

At about $ o’clock the gunboats commenced throwing shells at the 
quarters of our pickets and other buildings in the neighborhood of Bai- 
ley’s Landing. 

Captain I. lis returned, reporting eight gunboats and ten large trans- 
ports in the river, and that they were landing their cavalry. He also 
stated that he had seen two light batteries or barges, but that no troops 
were at that time landing on the opposite side of the river. I again sent 
a courier to General Tilghman, informing him of these facts. During 
all this time he had a large force at work on the epaulements and trying 
to keep the water out of the fort. The lower magazine had already 2 
feet of water in it, and the ammunition had been removed to a temporary 
magazine above ground, which had but very little protection, but we 
had been at work day and night for the last week to cover it with sand 
bags and to protect it by a traverse. 

At about 12 o’clock five gunboats came in sight in the main channel. 
All the troops, except the heavy artillery force, were marched out of 
range of the enemy’s guns. The gunboats formed in line of battle across 
the channel about 2 miles below the fort, beyond the range of our 32- 
pounders. I gave positive orders that none of these guns should be 
fired unless the boats came within their range; therefore we had only 
to depend on the 24-pounder rifled gun and the 10-inch columbiad; the 
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latter gun, with an iron carriage on an iron chassis, had, on previous 
trials of firing with 20-pound charges, proved defective, owing to the 
too great recoil for the length ot the chassis or other defects. This was, 
however, remedied by clamping the carriage to the chassis, and even 
then it recoiled with such tremendous force against the hurters, that in 
almost every instance it disarranged the pintle. I have since learned 
that this defect was common to these guns. 

At about 1 o’clock the gunboats opened fire with shell and shot, which 
was immediately returned by our rifled gun and 10-inch columbiad. 
The former fired Archer shells. At the third or fourth fire one of the 
clamps of the columbiad broke, and fearing that another fire would upset 
the gun, it was not fired again. The rifled gun was fired in quick suc- 
cession and with good effect; meanwhile the gunboats kept up a con- 
stant fire with good practice. 

As the boats advanced we opened fire with the eleven guns bearing 
on the river, which was kept up for about half an hour, when the enemy 
withdrew. Their shot fell in and around the fort. Some of their shells 
fell a quarter cf a mile beyond the fort, showing a range superior to 
our own. None of the shells which fell in the fort exploded, and but 
one man was wounded. I reported the result to General Tilghman, and 
that the enemy was landing a large force and that additional transports 
were arriving. 

I was satisfied that we could not hold the heights opposite the fort, 
and that it would be prudent to move the forces from there to Fort 
Henry, but did not like to take the responsibility without the order of 
General Tilghman, asa previous order trom you stated positively that 
these heights must be held. However, these troops were held in readi- 
ness to move at a moment’s warning. 

At 5 o'clock I sent another courivr, with an escort, to the general, stat- 
ing my views in regard to the troops at Tort Heiman, and requesting 
his orders, or, what I desired more, his presence, and cautioned him not 
to come without a strong escort and by the upper road, believing that 
the enemy had already cavalry pickets on the main Dover road. 

3efore night I re-enforced the outposts on the Dover road with two 
companies of the Tenth Tennessee, under Captains Morgan and Ford, 
and the 6-pounder rifled gun. At 11.30 General Tilghman and Major 
Gilmer’s corps of engineers arrived, with three companies of Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Gantt’s cavalry, from Fort Donelson. 

At daylight on the morning of the 5th General Tilghman directed the 
removal! of the troops from Tort Heiman to ort Henry, with the excep- 
tion of the cavalry. General Tilghman now formed the troops at the 
fort into two brigades. The first, commanded by myself, consisting of 
the Tenth Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel MacGavcek ; ; Forty -elghth Teu- 
nessee, Colonel Voorhies; Vifty-first Tennessee, Colonel Browder; Col- 
onel Gantt’s battalion of cavalry, and Captain Culbertson’s light battery. 
The second brigade, under command of Colonel Drake, consisted of the 
Fourth Mississippi, Major Adaire; Twenty-seventh Alabama, Colonel — 
Hughes; Alabama Battalion, Major Garvin; Captains Milner’s and Mil- 
ton’s cavalry, and a section of light battery, Captain Crain. He appointed 
Major McCounico assistant adjutant-general and Lieutenant Phar aide- 
de-camp, his own staff having remained at Fort Donelson. General 
Tilehman assigned each brigade its position at the rifle pits, and all 
preparations were made to receive the enemy by land and water. 

A reconnoitering party of cavalry met the enemy, and in a skirmish 
one man of Captain Milner’s company was killed. General Tilghman 
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then ordered out a battalion of the Tenth Tennessee, a battalion of the 
Fourth Mississippi, and Milner’s cavalry, and proceeded in person with 
them to the scene of the skirmish, but the enemy had retired. 

During the night Col. Milton A. Haynes, of the artillery, arrived from 
Icrt Donelson, to give his aid in the coming engagement, and brought 
information that, in obedience to orders from General Tilghman, Col- 
onel Head would send two regiments to Kirkman’s Furnace from Fort 
Donelson next morning, which is half way between the forts, to act as 
a reserve. 

Karly on the morning of the 6th heavy volumes of black smoke rose 
over the island, manifesting that the fleet was not to remain idle long ; 
and, judging from the number of transports in the river, they must have 
Janded a very large force during the two days and nights, and, as it was 
afterwards ascertained, General Grant had 12,000 men between the fort 
and Bailey’s Landing, and General Smith 6,000 men on the opposite 
bank of the river. ‘ 

At about 10 o’clock in the morning General Tilghman and Major Gil- 
mer came in a small boat from the steamer Dunbar, which was lying 
during the night at Fort Heiman, and prepared for the engagement on 
hand. 

At 11 o’clock the gunboats made their appearance in the chute, seven 
in number, and formed in line of battle 2 miles from the fort. General 
Tilghinan ordered the troops to be marched out of range of the enemy’s 
guns. None were permitted to remain in the fort but those on duty with 
the artillery, who were under the command of Captain Taylor. 

General Tilghman, with his staff, took position at the center battery, 
to observe the movements of the gunboats and direct the firing of our 
batteries. The enemy opened fire. with shot and shell, which was re- 
turned by our 10-inch columbiad and 24-pounder rifled gun until they 
came in range of the lighter guns, when the whole eleven guns bearing 
on the river opened fire. The enemy’s practice improved as they ad- 
vanced. The firing on both sides was without a moment’s intermission. 

Shot after shot was exchanged with admirable rapidity and precision, 
and the enemy’s shell struck and exploded in every direction. Unfor- 
tunately, our most reliable gun, the 24-pounder rifled, bursted, wounding 
all the men who served it. Shortly afterwards the vent of the 10-inch 
columbiad closed, and could not be opened. Our reliance was now on 
the 32 and 42 peunders, and, I regret to state, for the latter we had not 
the proper ammunition. Shortly afterwards a premature explosion 
ot one of the guns killed 2 men. By this time we had lost the use of 
five guns, but a constant fire was kept up on both sides, the gunboats 
nearing all the time, their point-blank range telling fearfuily on the fort, 
while we had to depress our guns and change our range after every shot. 
This unequal fire was kept up with an energy which dces great credit to 
the ofiicers and men at the guns. 

This fearful cannonading had lasted now over an hour, and it was 
evident the fort could not hold out much longer. Major Gilmer called 
my attention to the state of affairs, requesting me to state to General 
Tilghman that it was useless to hold out longer; to keep up this un- 
equal contest would cost the lives of many more, without any possible 
advantage to the result. I replied to Major Gilmer that these were my 
views, but that I would not like to make any suggestions tothe general; 
that he must be his own judge in regard to this affair. When General 
Tilghman was shortly after reminded of the state of affairs he would 
not entertain the idea of asurrender, stating that he had as yet lost but 
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few men, and inquired the reason why some of the guns had ceased fir- 
ing. He was told that several of the men were killed, many wounded, 
and all the rest exhausted, and that we had no men to relieve them. 
The general threw off his coat, sprang on the chassis of the nearest gun, 
stating that he would work it himself, ordering, at the same time, 50 
men of my regiment to the fort to assist the gunners. Seeing nobody 
whom I could send for them, [started myself, the bombardment still go- 
ing on unabated; but before I could reach the command the boats were 
so close to the fort that further resistance was impossible. The flag was 
hauled down and the firing ceased. 

I returned in person immediately to the fort for further orders. Gen- 
eral Tilghman informed me that he had surrendered, believing that it 
was his ‘duty to do so, as every military man would see ‘the impossibility 
of holding the fort against such fearful odds, and stating to me that I 
was not included i in the surrender, as I was not in the fort at the time 
the flag was struck, and directed me to continue the retreat, according to 
orders, to Fort Donelson by the upper road, having oained all the time 
necessary for a safe retreat. Owing to bad roads, the high water, and 
the close pursuit of the enemy’s cavalry, I found it a physical impossi- 
bility to save the light artillery. 

About 3 miles from the fort our rear was attacked by the enemy’s 
cavalry. Their fire was handsomely returned by Colonel Gee and Major 
Garvin. Major Lee, of the Fifteenth Arkansas, and Captain Leach, of 
the Alabama Battalion, were surrounded and made prisoners. We sus- 
tained no other loss. 

I may be permitted to state that the self-sacrificing heroism displayed 
by General Tilghman in this terrible and most unequal struggle chal- 
lenges the admiration of all gallant men and entitles him to the grati- 
tude of the whole people of the Confederate States. The tact, skill, and 
untiring energy which characterized his whole course while in command 
ot the defense of the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers proved him a 
most skillful and gallant leader. 

During the bombardment of Fort Henry General Tilghman was ably 
assisted by Major Gilmer, Colonel Haynes, Major McConnico, Captains 
Miller and Hayden (Engineers), Captain Taylor, Lieutenants Watts and 
Weller, and Capt. G. R. G. Jones, and the men under their command 
deserve particular credit for the effective and energetic manner in which 
they managed their guns. 

My thanks are eminently due to Colonel Drake and the regimental 
and detachment commanders for the able and orderly manner in which 
they conducted their commands. 

The events which followed so closely upon the fall of Fort Henry— 
the surrender of the troops at Fort Donelson and my own imprisonment, 
from which I have just been released—have prevented me from forward- 
ing this report at an earlier date. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. HEIMAN, 
Colonel, Commanding First Brigade, Tilghman’s Division. 


Col. W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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FEBRUARY 6-10, 1862.—Expedition to Florence, Ala. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, U. 8. Army. 

No. 2.—Lieut. Commander S. L. Phelps, U. 8. Navy. 

No. 3.—A. J. Hopper, Superintendent Eastern Division Mississippi and Charleston 
Railroad. 

No. 4.—J. G. Norman. 


No. 1. 
Report of Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, U. 8. Army. 


Saint Louris, Mo., February 12, 1862. 


The gunboats sent up Tennessee have just returned, after a most suc- 
cessful trip to Florence, in Alabama. Another expedition is moving up 
Cumberland, under Flag-Officer Foote. I subjoin the telegram of Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Phelps: 

We have returned to this point from an entirely successful expedition to Florence 
at foot of the Muscle Shoals, Ala. The rebels were forced to burn six steamers, and 
we captured two others, beside the half-complete gunboat Eastport. The steamers 
burned were freighted with rebel military stores. The Eastport has about 250,000 


feet of lumber on board. Captured 200 stand of arms and a quantity of clothing and 
stores, and destroyed the encampment of Colonel Drew at Savannah, Tenn. Found 


the Union sentiment strong. 
H. W. HALLECK. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN. 


No. 2. 
Report of Lieut. Commander 8. L. Phelps, U. 8. Navy. 


U. S. GUNBOAT CONESTOGA, 
Tennessee River, February 10, 1862. 


Str: Soon after the surrender of Fort Henry, on the 6th instant, I 
proceeded, in obedience to your orders, up the Tennessee River, with 
the Tyler, Lieutenant-Commander Gwin; Lexington, Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Shirk, and this vessel, forming a division of the flotilla, and — 
arrived after dark at the railroad crossing, 25 miles above the fort, 
having destroyed on the way a small amount of camp equipage aban- 
doned by the fleeing rebels. The draw of the bridge was found closed 
and the machinery for turning it disabled. About 1$ miles above were 
several rebe] transport steamers escaping upstream. A party was 
landed, and in one hour I had the satisfaction to see the draw open. 
The Tyler being the slowest of the gunboats, Lieutenant-Commander 
Gwin landed a force to destroy a portion of the railroad track and to 
secure such military stores as might be found, while I directed Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Shirk to follow me with all speed in chase of the 
fleeing boats. In five hours this boat succeeded in foreing the rebels to 
abandon and burn three of these boats, loaded with military stores. The 
first one fired (Samuel Orr) had on board a quantity of submarine bat- 
teries, which very soon exploded. The second one was freighted with 
powder, cannon shot, grape, balls, &c. Fearing an explosion from the 
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fired boats—there were two together—I had stopped at a distance of 
1,000 yards, but even there our Skylights were shattered by the concus- 
Sion, the light upper deck was raised bodily, doors were forced open, 
and locks and fastenings everywhere broken. The whole river for half 
a mile around about was completely ‘beaten up” by the falling frag- 
ments and the shower of shot, grape, balls, &e. The house of a reported 
Union man was blown to pieces, and it was suspected there was desigu 
in landing the rebels in front of the doomed house. 

The Lexington having fallen astern, and being without a pilot on 
board, I concluded to wait for both of the boats to comeup. Joined by 
them, we proceeded up the river. Lieutenant-Commander Gwin had 
destroyed some of the trestle work of the end of the bridge, burning 
with them a lot of camp equipage. I. N. Brown, formerly a lieutenant 
in the Navy, now signing himself “Lieutenant, C. S. N.,” had fled with 
such precipitation as to leave his papers behind. These, Lieutenant- 
Commander Gwin brought, and I send them to you, as they give an offi- 
cial history of the rebel floating preparations on the Mississippi, Cum- 
berland, and Tennessee.* Lieutenant Brown had charge of the con- 
struction of gunboats. 

At night on the 7th we arrived at a landing in Hardin County, Ten- 
nessee, known as Cerro Gordo, where we found the steamer Eastport 
being converted into a gunboat. Armed boat crews were tminediately 
Sent on board and search made for means of destruction that might 
have been devised. She had been scuttled and the suction pipes broken. 
These leaks were soon stopped. A number of rifle shots were fired at 
our vessels, but a couple of shells dispersed the rebels. On examina- 
tion, I found that there were large quantities of timber and lumber pre- 
pared for fitting up the Eastport; that the vessel itself—some. 280 feet 
long—was in excellent condition, and already half finished. Consider- 
able of the plating designed for her was lying on the bank, and every- 
thing at hand to complete her. I therefore directed Lieutenant-Com. 
mander Gwin to remain with the Tyler, to guard the prize, and to load 
the lumber, &c., while the Lexington and Conestoga should proceed still 
higher up. 

Soon atter daylight on the 8th we passed Kastport, Miss., and at Chiek- 
asaw, farther up, near the State line, seized two Steamers, the Sallie 
Wood and Muscle, the former laid up, the latter freighted with iron 
destined for Richmond and for rebel use. We then proceeded on up the 
river, entering the State of Alabama, and ascending to Florence, at the 
foot of the Muscle Shoals. On comin g in sight of the town three steam- 
ers were discovered, which were immediately set on fire by the rebels. 
Some shots were fired from the opposite side of the river below. A 
force was landed and considerable quantities of supplies, marked “Fort 
Henry,” were secured from the burnin g wrecks. Some had been landed 
and stored. These I seized, putting such as we could bring away on 
board our vessels and destroyin g the remainder. No flats or other craft 
could be found. I found also more of the iron plating intended for the 
Eastport. 

A deputation of citizens of Florence waited upon me, first desiring 
that they might be made able to quiet the fears of their wives and 
daughters with assurances from me that they should not be molested, 
and secondly praying that I would not destroy their railroad bridge.’ 
As for the first, I told them that we were neither ruffians nor savages, 
and that we were there to protect them from violence and to enforce 


* Not found. 
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the law; and with reference to the second that, if the bridge were away, 
we could ascend no higher, and that it could possess, so far as I saw, 
no military importance, as it simply connected Florence itself with the 
‘nilroad on the south side of the river. We had seized three of their 
steamers, one the half-finished gunboat, and had forced the rebels to 
burn six others loaded with supplies, and their loss, with that of the 
freight, is a heavy blow to the enemy. Two boats are still known to be 
on the river, and are doubtless hidden in some of the creeks, where we 
shall be able to find them when there is time for the search. 

We returned on the night of the 8th to where the Eastport lay. The 
crew of the Tyler had already gotten on board of the prize an immense 
amount of lumber, &c. The crews of the three boats set to work to fin- 
ish the job immediately, and we have brought away probably 250,000 
feet of the best quality of ship and building timber, all the iron machi- 
nery, spikes, plating, nails, &c., belonging to the rebel gunboat, and I 
caused the mill to be destroyed where the luirber had been sawed. 

Lieutenant-Commander Gwin, in our absence, had enlisted some 25 
Tennesseeans, who gave information of the encampment of Colonel 
Drew’s rebel regiment at Savannah, Tenn. A portion of the 600 or 
700 men were known to be “pressed” men, and all were badly armed. 
After consultation with Lieutenant-Commanders Gwin and Shirk, I 
determined to make a land attack upon the encampment. Lieutenant- 
Commander Shirk, with 30 riflemen, came on board the Conestoga. 
Leaving his vessel to guard the Eastport, and accompanied by the Tyler, 
we proceeded up to that place, prepared to land 180 riflemen and a 12- 
pounder rifled how:tzer. Lieutenant-Commander Gwin took command 
of this force when landed, but had the mortification to find the encamp- _ 
ment deserted. The rebels had fled at 1 o’clock at night, leaving con- 
siderable quantities of arms, clothing, shoes, camp utensils, provisions, 
implements, &c., all of which we secured or destroyed, and their winter 
quarters of log huts were burned. I seized also a large mail-bag, and 
send you the letters giving military information. The gunboats were 
then dropped down to a point where arms gathered under the rebel 
press law had been stored, and an armed party, under Second Master 
Gowdy, of the Tyler, succeeded in seizing about 70 rifles and fowling- 
pieces. 
~~ Returning to Cerro Gordo, we took the Eastport, Sallie Wood, and 

Muscle in tow, and came down the river to the railroad crossing. The 
Muscle sprang aleak, and, all efforts failing to prevent her sinking, we 
were forced to abandon her, and with her a considerable quantity of 
fine lumber. We are having trouble in getting through the draw of the 
bridge here. 

I now come to the most interesting portion of the report, one which 
has already become lengthy, but I trust you will find some excuse for 
this in the fact that it embraces a history of labors and movements day 
and night from the 6th to the 10th of the month, all of which details I 
deem it proper to give you. We have met with the most gratifying 
proots of loyalty everywhere across Tennessee, and in the portions of 
Mississippi and Alabama we visited most affecting instances ereeted us 
almost hourly. Men, women, and children several times gathered in 
crowds of hundreds, shouted their welcome, and hailed their national 
flag with an enthusiasm there was no mistaking. It was genuine and 
heartfelt. These people braved everything to go to the river bank 
where a sight of their flag might once more be enjoyed, and they have 
experienced, as they related, every possible form of persecution. Tears 
flowed freely down the cheeks of men as well as of women, and there 
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were those who had fought under the Stars and Stripes at Monterey who 
in this manner testified to their joy. This display of feeling and sense 
of gladness at our success and the hopes it created in the breasts of so 
many people in the heart of the Confederacy astonished us not a little, 
and I assure you, sir, I would not have failed to witness it for any con- 
sideration. I think it has given us all a higher sense of the sacred 
character of our present duties. I was assured at Savannah that of 
the several hundred troops there more than one half, had we gone to 
the attack in time, would have hailed us as deliverers and gladly enlisted 
with the national force. In Tennessee the people generally in their 
enthusiasm braved secessionists and spoke their views freely, but in 
Mississippi and Alabama what was said was guarded. “If we dared 
express ourselves freely, you would hear such a shout greeting your 
coming as you never heard.” ‘We know there are many Unionists 
among us, but a reign of terror makes us afraid of our shadows.” We 
were told, too, “ Bring us a small organized force, with arms and ammu- 
nition for us, and we can maintain our position and put down rebellion 
in our midst.” There were, it is true, whole communities who on our 
approach fled to the woods, but these were where there was less of the 
loyal element, and where the fleeing steamers in advance had spread 
tales of our coming with fire-brands, burning, destroying, ravishing, and 
plundering. 

The crews of these vessels have had a very laborious time, but have 
evinced a spirit in the work highly creditable to them. Lieutenant- 
Commanders Gwin and Shirk have been untiring, and I owe to them 
and to their officers many obligations for our entire success. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| S. L. PHELPS, 
LTnreutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. 8. Navy, 
Commanding Naval Forces Western Waters. 


No. 3. 


Report of A. J. Hopper, Superintendent Eastern Division Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad. 


HUNTSVILLE, February 8, 1862. 
General JOHNSTON: 

The Federal gunboats have landed at Florence, 5 miles from Tuscum- 
bia and 48 miles west of Decatur; are marching on Tuscumbia; how 
many boats or men there are not known. 

The citizens here have one brass 6-pounder in order, and the M. and 
C. R. R. one Parrott rifled 6-pounder and carriage, but not wheels; also 
one not mounted at all. 

A company of men with infantry arms go from here some time to- 
night to assistance of Tuscumbia. 

Can you give us any information, orders, or relief? Our trains, ex- 
cept one, are out of their reach, and that one may be for what we can 


learn. 
A. J. HOPPER, 
Superintendent Eastern Division M. and C. kh. Rf. 
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No. 4. 
Report of J. G. Norman. 


TUSCUMBIA, ALA., February 9, 1862. 


Enemy’s gunboats (two in number) came to Ilorence yesterday. Two 
steamers were burned below Lastport, three others at I‘lorence were 
burned by the owners, and another scuttled and suuk, to prevent their 
falling into enemy’s hands. The enemy also captured a considerable 
amount of Government stores at Florence and two steamboats. Gun- 
boats retired down theriver last night. The railroad bridge at Florence 
was not destroyed. The enemy disclaimed any intention to destroy 
private property. It was rumored here to-day that the enemy were 
landing troops in force at Eastport to destroy the bridge at Big Bear 
Creek; this is not credited here. Colonel Chalmers is guarding that 
bridge with portions of his and Colonel Looney’s regiments. Since the 
fall of I‘ort Henry there is nothing to prevent the enemy during high 
water from ascending the Tennessee with their gunboats and invading 
North Alabama and North Mississippi. 

J. G. NORMAN. 

Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN. 


FEBRUARY 12-16, 1862.—Siege and Capture of Fort Donelson, Tennessee. 
REPORTS, ETC. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. U.S. Grant, U. 8. Army, commanding army in the field. 

No, 2.—Lieut. Col. James B. McPherson, U.S. Army, Chief Engineer. 

No. 3.—Col. J. D. Webster, U. 8. Army, Chief of Staff. 

No. 4.—Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy, of engagement February 14. 

No. 5.—Return of casualties in the army commanded by Brigadier-General Grant. 

No. 6.—Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand, U. 8. Army, commanding First Division. 

No. 7.—Col. Richard J. Oglesby, Eighth DWinois Infantry, commanding First Bri- 
gade. 

No. &.—Lieut. Col. Frank L. Rhoads, Eighth [linois Infantry. 

No. ?.—Capt. Samuel B. Marks, Eighteenth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 10.—Capt. Jasper M. Dresser, Battery A, Illinois Light Artillery. 

No. 11.—Col. William H. L. Wallace, Eleventh Illinois Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 

No. 12.—Lieut. Col. T. E. G. Ransom, Eleventh [linois Infantry. 

No. 13.—Col. C. C. Marsh, Twentieth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 14.—Col. John E. Smith, Forty-fifth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 15.—Col. Isham N. Haynie, Forty-eighth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 16.—Capt. Edward McAllister, Battery D, First Illinois Light Artillery. 

No. 17.—Capt. Lizra Taylor, Battery B, First Illinois Light Artillery. 

No. 18.—Col. Leonard F. Ross, Seventeenth Dlinois Infantry, commanding Third 
Brigade. 

No. 19.—Col. William R. Morrison, Forty-ninth Illinois Infantry, commanding Third 
Brigade. 

No, 20.—Maj. Francis M. Smith, Seventeenth Tlinois Infantry. 

No. 21.—Col. John McArthur, Twelfth Illinois Infantry, commanding First Brigade, 
Second Division. 

No. 22.—Lieut. Col. Augustus L. Chetlain, Twelfth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 23.—Col. Isaac C. Pugh, Forty-first Illinois Infantry. 
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No. 
Nov. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


. 24.—Col. John Cook, Seventh Illinois Infantry, commanding Third Brigade. 


25.—Col. Joseph J. Woods, Twelfth Iowa Infantry. 


. 26.—Col. Crafts J. Wright, Thirteenth Missouri Infantry. 
. 27.—Capt. Henry Richardson, Battery D, First Missouri Light Artillery. 


28.—Capt. F. Welker, Battery H, First Missouri Light Artillery. 
29.—Capt. George H. Stone, Battery K, First Missouri Light Artillery. 


. 30.—Col. James C. Veatch, Twenty-fifth Indiana Infantry, Fourth Brigade. 

. 31.—Col. James M. Tuttle, Second Iowa Infantry. 

. 32.—Lieut. Col. James C. Parrott, Seventh Iowa Infantry. 

. 33.—Col. William T. Shaw, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry. 

. 84.--Col. Morgan L. Smith, Eighth Missouri Infantry, commanding Fifth Brigade. 
. 35.—Col. George F. McGinnis, Eleventh Indiana Infantry. 


36.—Maj. John McDonald, Eighth Missouri Infantry. 


. 37.—Brig. Gen. Lewis Wallace, U. 8S. Army, commanding Third Division. 

. 33.—Surg. Thomas W. Fry, U.S. Army, Medical Director. 

. 39.—Col. Charles Cruft, Thirty-first Indiana Infantry, commanding First Brigade. 
. 40.—Maj. Frederick Arn, Thirty-tfirst Indiana Infantry. 

. 41.—Col. Hugh B. Reed, Forty-fourth Indiana Infantry. 

. 42.—Col. John H. McHenry, jr., Seventeenth Kentucky Infantry. 

. 43.—Col. J. M. Shackelford, Twenty-tifth Kentucky Infantry. 

. 44.—Col. John M. Thayer, First Nebraska Infantry, commanding Third Brigade. 
. 45.—Message from the President of the Confederate States. 

. 46.—Gen. A. Sidney Johnston, C. S. Army, commanding the Western Department, 


and resulting correspondence. 


. 47.—Lieut. Col. Jeremy F. Gilmer, C. S. Army, Chief Engineer Western Depart- 


ment. 


. 48.—Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, C. 8. Army, commanding division, &c. 
. 49.—Col. Gabriel C. Wharton, Fifty-first Virginia Infantry, commanding First 


Brigade. 


. 50.—Col. John McCausland, Thirty-sixth Virginia Infantry, commanding Second 


Brigade. 


. 51,—Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. Army, commanding divison, &c., with 


resulting correspondence. 


. 52.—Brig. General Simon B. Buckner, C. 8. Army, commanding division, &c. 
. 53.—Col. William E. Baldwin, Fourteenth Mississippi Infantry, commanding 


Second Brigade. 


. 54.—Col. Roger W. Hanson, Second Kentucky Infantry (Confederate). 

. 55.—Maj. W. L. Doss, Fourteenth Mississippi Infantry. 

. 56.—Col. John M. Lillard, Twenty-sixth Tennessee Infantry. 

. 57.—Col. Robert Farquharson, I’orty-first Tennessee Infantry. 

. 58.—Col. John C. Brown, Third Tennessee Infantry, commanding Third Brigade. 
. 59.—Maj. Nat. F. Cheairs, Third Tennessee Infantry. 

. 60.—Col. Joseph B. Palmer, Eighteenth Tennessee Infantry. 

. 61.—Col. Edward C. Cook, Thirty-second Tennessee Infantry. 

. 62.—Brig. Gen. Bushrod R. Johnson, C. 8. Army, commanding division, &c. 

. 63.—Col. A. Heiman, Tenth Tennessee Infantry, commanding brigade. 

. 64.—Lieut. T. McGinnis, Acting Adjutant Forty-second Tennessee Infantry. 

. 65.—Lieut. R. B. Ryan, Aide-de-Camp, of operations of Davidson’s brigade. 

. 66.—Col. John M. Simonton, First Mississippi Infantry, commanding brigade. 


67.—Lieut. Col. H. B. Lyon, Eighth Kentucky Infantry, (Confederate). 
63.—Col. John Gregg, Seventh Texas Infantry. 

69.—Col. John W. Head, Thirtieth Tennessee Infantry, commanding brigade. 
70.—Maj. William N. Brown, Twentieth Mississippi Infantry. 

71.—Col. Nathan B. Forrest, Tennessee Cavalry. 

72.—Col. Milton A. Haynes, C. 8S. Army, Chief of Tennessee Corps of Artillery. 
73.—Col. J. E. Bailey, Forty-ninth Tennessee Infantry, of the water batteries, &c. 
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No. 74.—Capt. Jacob Culbertson, C. 8. Army, commanding batteries. 

No. 75.—Capt. B. G. Bidwell, Thirtieth Tennessee Infantry, commanding battery. 

No. 76.—Capt. T. W. Beaumont, Fiftieth Tennessee Infantry, commanding battery. 

No. 77.—Capt. R. R. Ross, Maury (Tennessee) Artillery. 

No. 73.—Extracts from the report of the Special Committee of the Confederate House 
of Representatives. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. 8S. Army, commanding army in 
the field. 


FortT DONELSON, February 16, 1862. 


GENERAL: I am pleased to announce to you the unconditional sur- 
render this morning of Fort Donelson, with 12,000 to 15,000 prisoners, 
at least forty pieces of artillery, and a large amouut of stores, horses, 
mules, and other pubhe property. 

I left Fort Henry on the 12th instant with a force of about 15,000 
men, divided into two divisions, under the command of Generals Me- 
Clernand and Smith. Six regiments were sent around by water the 
day before, convoyed by a gunboat, or rather started one day later than 
one of the gunboats, and with instructions not to pass it. The troops 
made the march in good order, the head of the column arriv Ing within 
2 miles of the fort at 12 o'clock m. At this point the enemy’s pickets 
were met and driven in. The fortifications of the enemy were from this 
point gradually approached and surrounded, with occasional skirmish- 
ing on the line. The following day, owing to the non-arrival ot the gun- 
boats and re-enforcements sent by water, no attack was made, but the 
investment was extended on the flanks of the enemy and drawn closer 
to his works, with skirmishing all day. 

The evening of the 13th the gunboats and re-enforcements arrived. 
On the 14th a gallant attack was made by Flag-Ofticer Foote upon the 
enemy’s works with the fleet. The engagement lasted probably an hour 
and a half, and bid fair to result favorably to the cause of the Union, 
when two unluel ky shots disabled two of the armored boats so that they 
were carried back by the current. The remaining two were very much 
disabied, also having received a number of heavy shots about the pilot- 
houses and other parts of the vessels. After these mishaps I concluded 
to make the investment of Fort Donelson as perfect as possible, and par- 
tially fortify and await repairs to the gunboats. This plan was trus- 
trated , however, by the enemy making a most vigorous attack upon our 
right wing, commanded by General J. DA. McClernand, with a portion of 
the force under General L. Wallace. The enemy were repelled after a 
closely-contested battle of several hours, in which our loss was heavy. 
The officers, and particularly field officers, suffered out of proportion. 
I have not the means yet of determining our loss even approximately, 
but it cannot fall far short of 1,200 killed, wounded, and missing.* Of 
the latter I understand through General Buckner about 250 were taken 
prisoners. I shall retain enough of the enemy to exchange for them, 
as they were immediately shipped off and not left for recapture. 

About the close of this action the ammunition in cartridge-boxes 
gave out, which, with the loss cf many of the field officers, produced - 
great confusion in the ranks, and, seeing that the enemy did not take 
advantage of it, convinced me that equal confusion and possibly greater 
demoralization existed with him. Taking advantage of this fact, I 


* But see No. 5, p. 167. 
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ordered a charge upon the left (enemy’s right) with the division under 
General ©. F. Smith, which was most brilliantly executed, and gave to 
our arms full assurance of victory. The battle lasted until dark, giving 
us possession of part of the intrenchments. An attack was ordered 
from the other flank after the charge by General Smith was commenced 
by the divisions under Generals McClernand and Wallace, which, not- 
withstanding the hours of exposure to a heavy fire in the forepart of 
the day, was gallantly made, and the enemy further repulsed. At the 
points thus gained, night having come on, all the troops encamped for 
the night, feeling that a complete victory would crown their labors at 
an early hour in the morning. : 

This morning at a very early hour a note was received from General 
S. B. Buckner, under a flag of tryce, proposing an armistice, &c. A 
copy of the correspondence which ensued is herewith accompanying. 

I cannot mention individuals who specially distinguished themselves, 
but leave that to division and brigade commanders, whose reports will 
be forwarded as soon as received. To division commanders, however, 
Generals McClernand, Smith, and Wallace, I must do the justice to say 
that each of them were with their commands in the midst of danger, 
and were always ready to execute all orders, no matter what the expos- 
ure to themselves. At the hour the attack was made on General Mc- 
Clernand’s command I was absent, baving received a note from Flag- 
Officer Foote requesting me to go and see him, he being unable to call, 
in consequence of a wound received the day before. 

My personal staff, Col. J. D. Webster, chief of staff; Col. J. Riggin, 
jr., volunteer aide; Capt. J. A. Rawlins, assistant adjutant-general; 
Capts. C. B. Lagow and W.S. Hillyer, aides, and Lieut. Col. J. B. Mc- 
Pherson, chief engineer, all are deserving of personal mention for their 
gallantry and service. 

For full details see reports of engineers, medical directors, and com- 
manders of brigades and divisions, to follow. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 
General G. W. CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff, Department of the Missourt. 


[Inclosure No. 1.) 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Donelson, February 16, 1862. 


Sir: In consideration of all the circumstances governing the present 
situation of affairs at this station I propose to the commanding officers 
of the Federal forces the appointment of commissioners to agree upon 
terms of capitulation of the forces and post under my command, and 
in that view suggest an armistice until 12 o’clock to-day. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; S. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 
Brig. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Commanding U. S. Forces near Fort Donelson. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Donelson, February 16, 1862. 
Major Cosby will take or send by an officer to the nearest picket of 
the enemy the accompanying communication to General Grant, and re- 
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quest information of the point where future communications will reach 
him. Also inform him that my headquarters will be for the present in 
Dover. 
S. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier- General. 


Have the white flag hoisted on Fort Donelson, not on the batteries. 

S. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier- General. 

{Inclosure No. 3.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY IN THE FIELD, 
Camp near Fort Donelson, February 16, 1862. 


Srp: Yours of this date, proposing armistice and appointment of 
commissioners to settle terms of capitulation, is just received. No terms 
except unconditional and immediate surrender can be accepted. I pro- 
pose to move immediately upon your works. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
General S. B. BUCKNER, 
Confederate Army. 


{Inclosure No. 4.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Dover, Tenn., February 16, 1862. 


Sre: The distribution of the forces under my command incident to an 
unexpected change of commanders and the overwhelming force under 
your command compel me, notwithstanding the brilliant success of the 
Confederate arms yesterday, to accept the ungenerous and unchivalrous 
terms which you propose. 

I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 
S. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. GRANT, U.S. A. 





No. 2. 
Report of Lieut. Col. James B. McPherson, U. 8. Army, Chief Engineer. 


Saint Louis, Mo., February 25, 1862. 

Str: I have the honor to make the following report of operations 
relating to the capture of Fort Donelson: 

From the capture of Fort Henry, on the 6th instant, until the 12th, the 
time was chiefly occupied in making reconnaissances up the Tennessee 
River to a short distance above Danville and of the roads leading to 
Fort Donelson, getting our forces in condition to march against the 
latter place and awaiting the co-operation of the gunboats. The recon- 
naissance toward Fort Donelson made known the fact that there were 
two very good roads connecting the two forts, one the direct road, dis- 
tance about 12 miles, and the other bearing off to the southeast for some 
distance, soon after leaving Fort Henry, and then continuing essentially 
parallel to the former, distance about 14 miles. The heaviest part of the 
whole route was from the Tennessee River at Fort Henry back 2 miles 

11 R R—VOL VII 


162 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND S.W. VA. [Cuar. XVIL 


to the high ground. To overcome this and have the forces in good con- 
dition to march against Fort Donelson the artillery and a great portion 
of the infantry were moved back to the high ground on the 11th instant. 

The country between the two forts is very rolling, thickly covered 
with timber, and sparsely populated; the soil, as a general thing, being 
poor. The roads had not been obstructed in any manner by the rebels, 
from the fact that after the fall of Fort Henry our cavalry scoured the 
country so continually and effectively that they did not venture to send 
out men for the purpose. 

On the morning of the 12th, at an early hour, the troops were put in 
motion in two divisions, one taking the left-hand road and the other the 
right, the two divisions coming together about 24 miles from Fort Don- 
elson. From this point our forces moved forward in line of battle, 
cautiously examining the ground in advance and on the flanks, which 
was very hilly and densely wooded, until we came in sight of the enemy’s 
works. These were reconnoitered as thoroughly as possible under the 
circumstances, and our forces assigned to ‘their respective positions, 
General McClernand’s division on the right and General C. F. Smith’s 
division on the left. Some slight skirmishing ensued and a few prison- 
ers were taken, who informed us that the rebel forces consisted of from 
20,000 to 25,000 men, commanded by Generals Floyd, Pillow, Buckner, 
and Johnson. | 

Our forces sent around by water, preceded by the gunboat Carondelet, 
not having arrived, a messenger was dispatched to Fort Henry for Gen- 
eral Wallace to bring over a portion of his division, which was promptly 
done, and it was assigned a position in the center. Wednesday night 
the gunboat Carondelet arrived, and on Thursday moved up and bom- 
barded the enemy, doing considerable damage and silencing one of his 
32-pounder guns. Our lines were at the same time drawn closer, and 
our batteries placed in position where they could play upon the enemy 
to the best effect, though great difficulty was experienced in finding 
good positions, on account of the heavy timber, which prevented us 
from getting an uninterrupted view. There was a good deal of cannon- 
ading and skirmishing the whole day, and a most gallant charge was 
made upon the rebelintrenchments at “I” by a portion of General McCler- 
nand’s division, which promised to be successfui, when the colonel com- 
manding fell, severely wounded, while bravely leading his men forward; 
which, with other casualties, forced our troops to retire. 

After the arrival of General Wallace’s division General McClernand 
extended his still farther to the right, the object being, if possible, to 
get some of our guns to bear upon the river above the town of Dover, 
but the advance in that direction had to be made with the utmost cau- 
tion, as the ground was very much broken, without roads, and covered 
with an almost impenetrable growth of smalloak. Our reconnaissance 
had developed the fact that the rebels were strongly posted on a range 
of hills varying from 50 to 80 feet in height, with batteries placed on the 
commanding points, their lines extending back from the river some 24 
miles, in advance of which they had felled immense quantities of timber, 
chopping down the smaller trees about breast-bigh, and leaving them 
attached to the stumps, thus making a rude sort of an abatis, but at 
the same time a most difficult obstacle to get over, while on the north 
and west they were protected from attack by a creek, which, owing to 
the backwater from the Cumberland River, was impassable except on 
bridges or rafts. This, although to their advantage in one sense, was 
also very much to ours. It enabled us to move our troops and supplies 
up from the landing place with perfect security, prevented the enemy 
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from escaping in that direction, and only required our lines to be about 
half as long as they otherwise would have been in order to invest the 
works. 

Thursday it was decided best to send a detachment from Fort Henry 
up to the railroad bridge at Danville and destroy one'span, which was 
done, for we were apprehensive, as all the gunboats were required in 
the Cumberland River, that the enemy might repair the trestle work 
which had been destroyed, and send over re-enforcements to Donelson, 
or make a diversion by trying to recapture Fort Henry. | 

Thursday evening the gunboats and re-enforcements sent by water 
arrived, and it was arranged that the gunboats should move up about 
2 o'clock Friday afternoon, silence the water batteries, take a position 
opposite and near the town of Dover, and shell the rebels out of their 
intrenchments near the river, we at the same time sweeping around 
with our right and taking possession of a portion of their works, cutting 
them off from the greater part of their supplies, and driving them back 
upon our center and left, which were strongly posted to prevent their 
escape. This movement, however, was destined not to be carried into 
effect, on account of the failure of the gunboats to silence the water 
batteries, and their being compelled to withdraw after a bombardment 
of a couple of hours, having experienced considerable damage. After 
this failure, and on consultation with Flag-Officer Foote, it was thought 
probable that it might be necessary to partially intrench our position 
and await re-enforcements which were coming, and repairs to some ol 
the gunboats, and orders were about being given to have all the in- 
trenching tools brought up from the boats Saturday morning, when the 
enemy, evidently not liking the gradual contracting of our lines, con- 
centrated the greater part of his force against our right, and made a 
most desperate attempt to cut his way out and effect his escape, in which 
he was frustrated by the determined bravery of General McClernand’s 
division, which, though forced to fall back after several hours of the 
most severe fighting, did it, contesting every foot of ground, and the 
opportune arrival of a portion of General Wallace’s division, which had 
been sent to General McClernand’s aid, and which succeeded in check- 
ing the advance of the enemy, and finally forcing him to fall back. 
Word was now sent to General C. F. Smith to carry the works on the 
enemy’s right by assault, which was most gallantly executed by a por- 
tion of his division at the point of the bayonet, and our flag soon waved 
triumphantly from the rebel intrenchments. This news was borne along 
our lines, cheering and stimulating the men. 

Our right was now re-enforced and ordered to advance and recover 
the ground which had been lost in the morning. Nobly was the task 
executed. Not only was the lost ground more than regained, but the 
battery taken from us in the forenoon was recaptured. While the con- 
test was still at its height on our left General Smith’s aide came gallop- 
ing down in great haste, stating that the general wanted some more 
pieces of artillery. I immediately ordered the captain of a battery to 
take two 10-pounder Parrott guns and report to the general as soon as 
possible, and then went to join him myself, sending word to you that I 
had done so, for I thought I could be of more service there than any- 
where else at that particular crisis. | 

Having carried the advance works on the enemy’s right and effected 
a lodgment in his intrenchments, we had secured a key to his position.. 
We had obtained a point having about as great an elevation as any por- 
tion of his works, and where we could plant our artillery to silence his 
and enfilade a portion of his defenses, at the same time making use of 
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his rifle pits to cover our men. Our artillery was brought up and placed 
in position Saturday evening, and a portion of our forces bivouacked in 
the rebel intrenchments Saturday night, with their supports within con- 
venient distance, prepared to make an assault on their next line at an 
early hour Sunday morning, everything having been arranged fora com- 
bined attack along their whole defenses, when, shortly after daylight, 
General Buckner, who was left in command (Generals Pillow and Floyd 
with a part of their forces having made their escape during the night), 
sent a letter, under cover of a flag of truce, proposing terms of capitu- 
lation, which resulted in the immediate surrender of the works and 
forces under his command. 

The map accompanying this report* will show the character and 
strength of the enemy’s works, the details of their construction, and 
the good judgment displayed in selecting this point for a defensive posi- 
tion. The water batteries, of which there aretwo, were well constructed, 
the principal one having nine guns—one 10-inch columbiad and eight 
32-pounders. The exterior crest is essentially a straight line, nearly at 
right angles to the river, and the interior crest a sort of crémaillére 
line, made necessary on account of one end of the battery being much 
more elevated than the other, the guns occupying different elevations, 
with a traverse between each gun to protect them from enfilade fire. 
The other battery was a small semicircular one in plan, mounting a 64- 
inch rifled gun, the exterior form and dimensions being the same as the 
10-inch columbiad and two 32-pounder carronades. The guns were all 
in embrasures arranged with sand bags. These batteries had an eleva- 
tion of some 32 feet above the water in the river at the time of the attack, 
which gave them a fine command, and was no doubt the chief reason 
why they resisted so successfully the gunboat attack. 

Sketch A will give an idea of the country between Forts Henry and 
Donelson and the general direction of the roads connecting the two 
places.* 

I cannot close this report without speaking particularly of Lieuten- 
ants Jenney and Kossak, my assistant engineers, who rendered good 
service in reconnoitering, superintending the repairs of roads, making 
sketches, &c. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JAS. B. MCPHERSON, 
Ineutenant-Colonel, Aide-de-Camp, and Chief Engineer. 


Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding U. S. Forces Department Western Tennessee. 





No. 3. 
Report of Col. J. D. Webster, U. S. Army, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT WEST TENNESSEE, 
Fort Donelson, February 22, 1862. 


GENERAL: The preparations made by the enemy for the defense of 
‘his position were very extensive. A complete and accurate survey of 
the works and vicinity would require more means and time than can 
now be commanded. The sketch* herewith submitted, carefully made 
by Lieutenants Jenney and Kossak, volunteer engineers, gives a correct 


* To appear in Atlas. 
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generalidea of them. The water batteries, upper and lower, which were 
intended to subserve the primary object of the position—the control of 
the river navigation—were well located for the purpose. At the lower 
and principal one were mounted nine 32-pounder guns and a 10-inch 
columbiad; at the upper, one gun of the exterior form and dimensions 
of a 10-inch columbiad, but bored as a 32-pouncer and rifled. Both 
these batteries are sunken, or excavated, in the hill-side. Inthe lower 
one strong traverses were left between the guns, to secure them against 
an enfilading fire. Their elevation above the water, say 30 feet at the 
time of the gunboat attack, gave them a fine command of the river, and 
made the task of attacking them in front an arduous one. The range 
of the guns in are was, however, quite limited. The main fort is shown 
in rear of these batteries. It occupies a high ridge, cloven by a deep 
gorge opening towards the south, the entrance being in the valley. The 
strength of the profile of their work is shown by the cross-section on the 
margin. At the least exposed places it is weaker, like the rifle pits of 
the exterior defenses. The outworks are shown by the irregular line 
extending from the enemy’s right at R to their left at L, both these 
points being on creeks impassable on account of the backwater from 
the river. 

These defenses consisted in the main of what have come to be called 
rifle pits—shallow ditches, the earth from which is thrown to the front— 
affording them a shelter from the fire of an attack. The strength of 
profile of this work, which had evidently been very hastily executed, 
varied at different points. A general idea of it is given by the cross- 
section on the margin of the sketch. Along the front of this exterior 
line the trees had been felled, and the brush cut and bent over breast- 
high, making a wide abatis, very difficult to pass through. The line 
runs along a ridge, cut through by several ravines running toward the 
river. The hill rises by abrupt ascents to a height of perhaps 75 or 80 
feet. Our army approached the place with very little knowledge of its 
topography. Our first line of battle was formed on the 12th instant in 
some open fields opposite the enemy’s center. On the 13th we were 
established on a line of heights running on general parallelism with the 
enemy’s outworks, and extending a distance of over 3 miles. Various 
elevations and spurs of the hills afforded positions for our artillery, 
from which we annoyed the enemy, but which were not of such com- 
manding character as to enable us to achieve decisive results. The 
ranges were long and the thick woods prevented clear sight. During 
the next two days our line was gradually extended both to the right and 
left, our skirmishers thrown out in front, keeping up an active and, as 
we since learn, an effective fire upon the enemy’s outworks. On the 13th 
a gallant charge was made against them at the point marked M, and 
- was probably only prevented from being successful by the fall of the 
colonel leading it, who was severely wounded. 

Up to the 15th our operations had been chiefly those of investment, 
but we had not gained a position from which our artillery could be 
advantageously used against the main fort. On the 15th the enemy 
seemed to grow uncomfortable under the contracting process, came out 
of his intrenchments, and attacked our right with great force and deter- 
mination, achieving considerable success in the forenoon. This active 
movement necessitated an active retaliation. On the left wing an 
attack was ordered on the outworks, and the right was re-enforced and 
ordered to retake the ground lost in the morning. How well both orders 
were executed need not here be stated. On the right our former posi- 
tion was regained and passed, and on the left a successful assault at A 
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gave us possession of a position within the enemy’s lines, and opened 
the way to a still better one at B, which nightfall alone prevented us 
from occupying with our rifled artillery, which would readily have com- 
manded the enemy’s works. This repulse from the ground so hardly 
won in the forenoon, and probably still more our possession of a van- 
tage ground within their lines, induced the enemy to capitulate on the 
morning of the 16th. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, general, your most obedient 
Servant, | 

J. D. WEBSTER, 
Brig. Gen. U. S. GRANT, Colonel, Chief of Staff. 
Commanding District. 





No. 4. 
Report of Flag- Officer A. H. Foote, U. 8. Navy, of engagement February 14. 


I'LAG-SHIP ST. LOUIS, 
Near Fort Donelson, Cumberland River, February 15, 1862. 


Sig: I have the honor to report that, as you regarded the movement 
as a military necessity, although not in my judgment properly prepared, 
I made an attack on Fort Donelson yesterday, the 14th instant, at 3 
o’clock p. m., with four iron-clad and two wooden gunboats, the St. 
Louis, Carondelet, Louisville, and Pittsburg, with the Tyler and Con- 
estoga, and after a severe fight of an hour and a half, being in the latter 
part of the action less than 400 yards from the fort, the wheel of this 
vessel, by a shot through her pilot-house, was carried away, and the 
tiller-ropes of the Louisville also disabled by a shot, which rendered 
the two boats wholly unmanageable. They then drifted down the river, 
the relieving tackles not being able to steer or control them in the rapid 
current. The two remaining boats, the Pittsburg and Carondelet, were 
also greatly damaged between wind and water, and soon followed us, as 
the enemy rapidly renewed the fire as we drifted helplessly down the 
river. This vessel, the St. Louis, alone received 59 shots, 4 between 
wind and water and one in the pilot-house, mortally wounding the pilot 
and others, requiring some time to put her in repair. There were 54 
killed and wounded in this attack, which, notwithstanding our disad- 
vantages, we have every reason to suppose would in fifteen minutes 
more, could the action have been continued, have resulted in the capt- 
ure of the two forts bearing upon us, as the enemy’s fire materially 
slackened and he was running trom his batteries when the two gun- 
boats helplessly drifted down the river from disabled steering appa- - 
ratus, as the relieving tackles could not control the helm in the strong 
current, when the fleeing enemy returned to their guns and again 
boldly reopened fire upon us from the river battery, which we had 
silenced. 

The enemy must have brought over twenty heavy guns to bear upon 
our boats from the water batteries and the main fort on the side of the 
hill, while we could only return the fire with twelve bow guns from the 
tour boats. One rifled gun aboard the Carondelet burst during the 
action. The officers and men in this hotly-contested but unequal fight 
behaved with the greatest gallantry and determination, all deploring 
the accident rendering two gunboats suddenly helpless in the narrow 
river and swift current. 
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On consultation with General Grant and my own officers, as my serv- 
ices here, until we can repair damages by bringing up a competent 
force from Cairo to attack the fort, are much less required than they 
are at Cairo, I shall proceed to that point with two of thé disabled ° 
boats, leaving the two others here to protect the transports, and with 
all dispatch prepare the mortar boats and Benton, with other boats, 
to make an effectual attack upon Fort Donelson. I have sent the 
Tyler to the Tennessee River to render impassable the bridge, so 
as to prevent the rebels at Columbus re-enforcing their army at Fort 
Donelson. 

I transmit herewith a list of casualties.* I am informed that the 
rebels were served by the best gunners from Columbus. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. FOOTE, 
Flag-Officer, Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces on the Western Waters. 


Major-General HALLECK, 
Commanding Army of the West, Saint Louis, Mo. 


No. 5. 


Return of casualties in the army commanded by Brig. Gen. U. 8. Grant, at 
the siege of Fort Donelson, Tennessee, February 12-16, 1862. 


(Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, &o.} 


DISTRICT OF CAIRO.—Brig. Gen. U. S. GRANT. 











Captured 
or miss- 
ing. 


Killed. Wounded. 
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FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN A. MCCLERNAND. 
FirsT BRIGADE. 
Col. RIcHARBD J. OGLESBY. 
Sth Tlinois........- .-.-----------+- 3 51 5 183 [sccccalseoeus 242 
18th Mlinois..........---.------------ 2 51 6 151 1 17 228 
29th Dlinois....-......-----------eee- 1 24 4 ay a ee 13 99 
30th Tlinois......-..-----------+--eee- 1 18 2 Gio ceaies 6 94 
31st Dlinois...... ---.- fists anstceeee 2 29 6 Bs ees 28 176 
Dlinois Light Artillery, Battery A..-.|...-..|------|------ G: seueenisceess 3 
2d Minois Light Artillery, Battery E-|...... 2 2 | A epee eee 5 
aCe Cavalry, Companies A and |......|.----- 1 Silssecies 1 5 
od U.S. Cavalry, Company C ......-.|.-.---|------ Sociale foe gauss Ve weas |Gese ee vewece® No loss reported. 
4th U.S. Cavalry, Company I..-.....|-.----|------|--2 2-2 [- ence [ence ee feree re [eseree: Do. 
Carmichael’s Illinois cavalry..-..-----|------|------feece een eee e close eee lere eee leseee:- Do. 
Dollins’ Dlinois cavalry .......---.---.)-----+|--eeee|-ee--- Liitecsslecesks 1 
O’Harnett’s Illinois cavalry ...-.-..-..)------|---- 22 [ence ee [ene e ee [eee eee feeee rn |eeeeee- No loss reported. 
Stewart’s Illinois cavalry .......------|------|-----+/----> sll Datruts ae Besa ecu amen. Do. 
Total First Brigade........... | 9} 175 26 577 1 65 853 
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* List not found, but Captain Foote’s report to the Secretary of the Navy shows loss 
to have been 10 killed and 44 wounded. 
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Return of casualties in the army commanded by Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, §c.—Continued. 
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SECOND BRIGADE. 
Col. WILLIAM H. L. WALLACE. 
T1Gh Tin0isis.csseedeoeccecncsvceet 2 68 10 171 2 86 | *339 
Q0th: THINGS cided cae ie seks euehaewxs 1 17 3 105 |...... 6 132 
450H TN 01S. sdk o5c Owe ste tes ees eet 2 3 DW ae Cece ern 22 
48th: THinGi6 sc 265 sexo ccwin sas oesieesewes 1 7 3 OS) Ve ccrecce 3 42 
1st Dlinois Light Artillery, Battery B.|...... eee Bocce baoascs 9 
1st Dlinois Light Artillery, Battery D.|......)......]...... Be caer are meshes! 2 
4th DMlinois Cavalry © sc22 i vccesk scares focedcliwatachncwacel csvwseclesesce 1 1 
Total Second Brigade.......... 4 95 19 331 2 96 547 
THIRD BRIGADE. * 
(1) Col. WILLIAM R. MORRISON (w’d). 
(2) Col. LEONARD F.. Ross. 
AVE: PUN OIS i555. 25: cha ee deodewsdeweedss cet 13 5 56 |...... 7 81 
49th Dlinois..........00.....00..000ee 1 14 3 41 |...... 12 71 
Total Third Brigade........... 1 27 8 OT le wees 19 152 
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Total First Division...........| 14| 207/ 63{|1,005/ 3| 180 | 1,552 
SECOND DIVISION. 7 
Brig. Gen. CHARLES F. SMITH. 





Frest BRIGADE. 


Col. JOHN McARTHUR. 





Othe TN in0is is ocsiesics chihsawses waned oceccs 36 5 160 |...... 9 210 
12th TWlinois... 22... ccc ccc cece 1 18 1 61 |...... 8 89 
41st Dllinois.............0....0.00008. 1 13 2 i bl ee 3 130 

Total First Brigade............ 2 67 8 832 |.....; 20 429 
—IET—— | ——— SSS |S 














THIRD BRIGADE. 
Col. JOHN COOK. 


Ist Missouri Light Artillery, Battery 
Ist 2 Missouri Light Artillery, Battery 


Total Third Brigade........... 
FOURTH BRIGADE. 
Col. JAcOB G. LAUMAN. 


RACH IOWA oo seid coon te ddewetcened en Sese 





* A number of the captured or missing were also wounded. 
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Return of casualties in the army commanded by Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, §e.—Continued. 





Captured 
Killed. Wounded. or miss- 
ing. 
: : paar’ 
Commands. a 8 8 
S| =| | 
P ro F ro ro 
a 4 x 2 H = 
5 2 3 2 3 2 
alaiala lal 
oe) <2) © al ‘o) fe] 
FIFTH BRIGADE. 
Col. MorGcan L. SMITH. 
Sth Missourl << sc .6.-40 eek ckcee vesses 1 6 1 OO lesecie ewes 
VIG Undies oss es ods oictecccesei eal oakeus 4 2 Qt Vesceenleoe gs 
Total Fifth Brigade............ 1 10 3 OG. |sseeee eee 
Total Second Division......... 7| 138] 22] 797/|...... 23 
THIRD DIVISION. . 
Brig. Gen. LEWIs WALLACE. 
First BRIGADE. 
Col. CHARLES CRUFT. 
SOG INGIANG iii ce ecdas cre Recswesacsnans loaseen 9 8 44 /...... 1 
44th Indiana 226 oo ois Se sdde see ceewswalvecncs 7 1 Be Vee eee es 
17th Kentucky....... 2... cccccesccces|ensees 4 [wees BS ls scas 3 
25th Kentucky. 2.000. --2s-eccewccccne 1 14 3 58 |...... 12 
Total First Brigade............ 1 34 12 TOs oss: 16 
SECOND BRIGADE.* ann (ae 
46h. DNinois ieee beeen des oe el eee eee Bi Sele hoee 
ST th D018: 2.6 oS owen ke eceee ev ewees |seeees 5 | eee Poe ees eee J 
BSth TUN 06s ocsied se iesdc coe hsv osawowss oe ee'es (i eee De eos bate arse 
Total Second Brigade..........|.....- GC lecsees b 3 ene 1 


THIRD BRIGADE. 


Col. JOHN M. THAYER. 


Tet. NO@DraSk Giese sdscceccdiee de ceetsclsccuec ye eee 6 |....-. 1 9 
58th Ohio............ iammanieeae ce wame chute oe Ee ee OD lises sl owses 10 
OSth ORIG 13:26 bos caests cose house nbebede load dex Iine'etel soceen i oaconalaae eth exces owiees 
TOC ODIO esc so denwiwceeeSitaies oe Soe se esi cis etewcs secures 1 eee aie 9 

Total Third Brigade...........|...... He eee 7 el Bee 1 28 | 
NOT BRIGADED. _ 
1st inois Light Artillery, Battery A.|......|......]....-. 3d [Pee ea 3 
32d Illinois, Company A............--|...220|.0--0.|------ i i ee eens 7 
Total not brigaded. .........-.-].....-/...---]------ ee ee 10 
Total Third Division........-. 1} 43] 12] 2191...... 18| 293° 
RECAPITULATION. 
First Division................2..0004. 14| 297| 53/1,005/ 3] 180 | 1,552 
Second Division ...........---.---+-- 7 | 138 22 797 |....-. 23 987 
Third Division....................... I 43 12 OIG tosis oy 18 293 
Grand total ............. weeece 22 | 478 | 87 | 2, 021 | 3 | 221 | 2, 832 


*Attached to Third Brigade, under Colonel Thayer. 
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No loss reported. 
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Report of Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand, U. 8. Army, commanding 
First Division. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Pittsburg Landing, April 21, 1862. 

I transmit herewith the report of the action of the First Division at 
the battle of Fort Donelson. I have no special comments to make on 
it, further than that the report is a little highly colored as to the con- 
duct of the First Division, and I failed to hear the suggestions spoken 
of about the propriety of attacking the enemy all around the lines on 
Saturday. No suggestions were made by General McClernand at the 
time spoken of. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 

Capt. N. H. McLEAn, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Mississippt. 


{Inclosure. | 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, 
District of West Tennessee, February 28, 1862. 


Sie: I have the honor respectfully to report the operations of my com- 
mand during the investment and capture of Fort Donelson. 

The First Division, of which by your assignment I had been placed 
in command, was composed of the First Brigade, commanded by Col. 
Richard J. Oglesby, and comprising the Eighth Regiment Illinois Vol- 
unteers, Lieut. Col. F. L. Rhoads; Highteenth, Col. Michael K. Lawler; 
Twenty-ninth, Col. James S. Rearden; Thirtieth, Lieut. Col. Elias 8. 
Dennis; Thirty-first, Col. John A. Logan; also Schwartz’s and Dresser’s 
batteries of light artillery, and the cavalry companies of Capts. Warren 
Stewart, Eagleton Carmichael, James J. Dollins, and M. James O’Har- 
nett. 

The Second Brigade, Col. William H. L. Wallace, of the Eleventh 
Regiment Illinois Volunteers, commanding, comprising the same regi- 
ment, Lieut. Col. Thomas E. G. Ransom; Twentieth, Col. C. C. Marsh; 
Forty-fifth, Col. John Ki. Smith; Forty-eighth, Col. Isham N. Haynie; 
also the Fourth Regiment Illinois Cavalry, Col. T. Lyle Dickey, and Tay- 
lor’s and McAllister’s batteries. 

The Third Brigade, Col. William R. Morrison, of the Forty-ninth Ili- 
nois Volunteers, temporarily commanding, comprising the Seventeenth 
Regiment Illinois Volunteers, Maj. Francis M. Smith, and the Forty- 
ninth, Lieut. Col. Phineas Pease. 

In compliance with your order for marching upon Fort Donelson on 
the morning of the 12th, I directed in the afternoon of the 11th instant 
the transfer of the First Brigade from Fort Henry to a night bivouac 
on the Ridge road about 5 miles in advance. In like manner the Sec- 
ond Brigade was moved upon the Telegraph road about 54 miles, and 
the Third Brigade a half mile in rear of the First. At 8 o’clock on the 
morning of the 12th my whole command was in motion, and before 11 
o'clock, the hour of movement fixed by your order, it was within 3 miles 
of the enemy’s pickets. Arriving rapidly and in good order within 2 
miles of the enemy’s outer intrenchments, Maj. John J. Mudd, a most 
gallant and enterprising officer, in command of a scouting party, encoun- 
tered a detachment of the enemy’s cavalry strongly supported, indicat- 
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ing the determination to resist our farther progress. Major Mudd hav- 
ing driven back the enemy’s cavalry, held its support in check until the 
arrival of the advanced guard, under Maj. George A. Bacon, of the 
Thirtieth Regiment, which instantly formed to resist the threatened 
attack. Detachments of the enemy still hovering upon the hills in front, 
the First Brigade was formed in the open fields, while the Second and 
Third Brigades as they arrived were also formed within supporting dis- 
tances. 

Retiring temporarily from our view while our advance in line was 
cautiously continued to the right, a large body of the enemy’s cavalry 
again appeared, and, disputing our progress, made a vigorous and deter- 
mined attack upon our grand guard, but were so promptly met in front 
that they fell back and attempted by a flank movement to cut it off 
from its support. This attempt, however, was completely foiled by the 
timely support afforded by the Eighth Regiment and Lieutenant Gum- 
bart’s battery, which, throwing a shell into the enemy’s ranks, hastened 
his flight towards his intrenchments. This encounter, in which Major 
Bacon displayed admirable skill and courage, resulted in considerable 
loss on the part of the enemy, and of 1 killed and 4 wounded of the grand 
guard. 

Coming up shortly after (about 2 o’clock p. m.), you advised me of 
the approach of the Second Division, under command of General C. F. 
Smith, which you had directed to be disposed on my left, in front of the 
right of the enemy’s works, directing me to continue my advance so as 
to cover the left of the enemy’s works in the direction of the town of 
Dover, lying on the Cumberland River. Preparatory to this movement 
I caused a hasty reconnaissance to be made to the Indian Creek road, 
on my right, which I found open to an advance by the enemy, and in 
the mean time caused the Third and Second Brigades, in the same order, 
to ascend the range of steep hills which overlook the center and right 
of the enemy’s works, and to form in order of battle on the left of the 
First Brigade. This disposition brought the First and Second Divis- ’ 
ions within supporting distance, and inclosed the enemy within a con- 
tinually contracting line. The artillery having been brought to the 
erest of the hills, Colonel Oglesby advanced his right upon the Indian 
Creek road towards the enemy’s center, and, arriving at a point where 
it descends into the valley of the Indian Creek, we came in full view of 
the enemy’s tents on the opposite hill. Along the valley and upon the 
wooded hills inclosing it the enemy were observed in strong force. Col- 
onel Oglesby, having ordered up a howitzer from Schwartz’s battery to 
the brow of the hill upon which a portion of my line still rested, a spir- 
ited fire was opened, but the distance proved too great for effective serv- 
ice. To obviate this deficiency, Captain Dresser was ordered to bring 
forward one of his James rifled pieces, which, opening a well-directed 
fire, drove the enemy in haste from his tents and cleared the ground in 
front for a further advance, which was instantly made by the grand 
guard, led by Major Bacon, and followed by the First Brigade. 

Having thus gained a nearer approach to the enemy’s center, Colonel 
Oglesby again deployed the Eighth, Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, and Thirty- 
first into line of battle, and moved forward in front of the enemy’s works 
a half mile to the right, throwing forward the Highteenth across a hill 
in the same direction. This movement, which was boldly and rapidly 
executed by Colonel Lawler, brought his regiment within hearing of 
officers directing the preparation of a battery designed to open a fire 
upon him in the morning. A timely change of the position of his regi- 
ment avoided this result. Colonel Wallace, moving forward the Second 
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Brigade, formed it into line on the left of the First. The Third Brigade 
was formed into line on the left of the Second, and in this order my 
division rested for the night upon its arms. 

At daylight on the morning of the 13th the enemy opened fire from 
a battery in his middle redan, numbered 2, upon the right of my line. 
Refraining from returning the fire, in compliance with your order to 
avoid everything calculated to bring on a general engagement uutil 
otherwise directed, it was continued, with the aggravation of a fire 
from the enemy’s sharpshooters, for an hour and a half. At the expira- 
tion of this time, deeming it within the spirit of your order, which 
required me, while acting on the defensive, to preserve my line and hold 
my ground, I ordered the fire to be returned. For this purpose Dresser’s 
battery was brought to a position near the left of the Eighteenth, and 
opposite redan No. 2, and opened a fire upon it, which in a few minutes 
silenced the opposing battery. While this was going on two companies 
of Colonel Noble’s Second Illinois Cavalry, Colonel Dickey’s cavalry, 
and Lieutenant Powell, with two companies of regular cavalry, made a 
further reconnaissance to the right and the enemy’s works at Dover, 
and reporting the fact, my line was advanced under partial cover of a 
ridge and woods in the same direction to and a short distance beyond 
the Winn’s Ferry road and an evacuated cavalry camp of the enemy. 
During the execution of this movement the battery before referred to 
in redan No. 2 reopened fire upon us, which was promptly returned by 
Schwartz’s battery, which had been quickly advanced to a position near 
a farm house farther to the right. This battery of the enemy having 
been thus silenced, another in the direction of Dover was opened upon 
my right, and in turn this was soon after silenced by two pieces of 
Schwartz’s, two pieces of Taylor’s, and three pieces of Dresser’s batteries, 
which had been rapidly advanced near the Winn’s Ferry road for that 
purpose and to afford protection to my advancing line. 

Besides silencing the enemy’s battery, these pieces also poured a 
destructive fire into a mass of his infantry, which was seen still farther 
to the right, driving them in confusion to the shelter of their breastworks. 
In the mean time the enemy had opened a fire from several pieces in 
redan No. 2 upon the left of my line, and also from redan No.1 upon Mc- 
Allister’s battery, still farther to the left, on a commanding hill beyond 
Indian Creek, where it had been left supported by the Forty-eighth. 
This fire was intended to distract our attention and prevent our advance 
to the right. It was attended with no serious effect upon my left, but 
carried away a wheel of one of McAllister’s gun-carriages. It was imme- 
diately silenced by McAllister’s battery and the portions of Taylor’s and 
Dresser’s batteries, which had been brought back to a position near the 
farm house for that purpose. 

My right being now engaged in threatening demonstrations and 
within short range of the enemy’s outer works, and the enemy’s infantry 
opposite our right having been thrown into confusion, as already men- 
tioned, I deemed the opportunity favorable for storming redan No. 2, 
which lay in front of the Second Brigade and in a position to annoy 
our forces yet advancing, and which afforded a cover from which to dash 
upon my line at an exposed and comparatively weak point. Accordingly 
Colonel Morrison was ordered to advance his brigade, Seventeenth and 
Forty-ninth, joined by the Forty-eighth, Colonel Haynie, from the Second 
Brigade, to make the contemplated assault. The two detachments 
having formed in line of battle, Colonel Haynie, a gallant and intelli- 
gent officer, being the senior, assumed the command. Passing down 
the declivity on which they had formed, the assailants, preceded by 
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skirmishers, moved rapidly up the steep hill on the crest of which was 
the object of attack. Although the small timber had been felled and 
interwoven with the sharpened points of brush-wood extending outward, 
forming an almost impenetrable abatis, they made their way under a 
tust-increasing fire from the enemy’s intrenchments to a cleared space 
in front of them. At this point a heavy cross-fire of artillery and small- 
arms was poured upon the assailants, yet for an hour they maintained 
the unequal contest, advancing close to the intrenchments, and firing 
with deliberation and effect whenever an enemy appeared. Jor the pur- 
pose of strengthening this heroic band and more completely covering 
the front of the enemy’s works, the Forty-tifth, Colonel Smith, in accord- 
ance with an order to that effect, moved forward under a heavy fire, 
and, taking position in line, the assault was renewed. At this critical 
moment, if the enemy had been diverted by an attack on the left and 
also trom the river by the gunboats, it is probable the redan would haye 
been taken. 

Colonel Morrison, who had been conspicuous for the brilliant and 
daring manner in which he led his men into action, having been seri- 
ously wounded and carried from the field, the command devolved upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel Pease. Other valuable men and officers having 
also fallen, killed or wounded, and in the mean time the enemy having 
been re-enforced by an addition of artillery and a large body of infan- 
try, Colonel Haynie withdrew the attacking force a short distance under 
cover of the hill, and reported the fact. 

Approving what had been done, the four regiments thus temporarily 
united were brought back to my main line and attached to the Second 
Brigade. Considering the difficulties attending this attack, the nature 
of the ground, the large addition to the enemy’s repelling force, and the 
formidable defenses which sheltered him, the brave and steady advance 
of the assailants may be justly regarded as one of the most brilliant 
and striking incidents of the four days’ siege, gloriously terminating in 
the fall of Fort Donelson. 

The contest still continuing between my right and the enemy’s left 
near Dover, Schwartz’s and Taylor’s batteries were advanced beyond 
the Winn’s Ferry road still nearer the enemy’s works in that direction, 
and renewed their fire with telling effect both upon his works and his 
infantry, assailing us from behind them. About 3 o’clock p. m. Dresser’s 
battery of James rifled pieces opened fire from a new position on the 
crest of the ridge, between Schwartz’s and Taylor’s batteries and the 
farm-house before referred to. This fire was experimental, and designed 
to show whether it would prove effective upon the fort at a long 
range, which was distinctly seen through a gorge in the intervening hills. 
The experiment was attended with the most complete success. Percus- 
sion shells were distinctly seen exploding within the fort, dispersing a 
considerable body of men observed lining the parapet facing its river 
front, whose purpose seemed to be to resist an apprehended landing of 
the gunboats and also another body within the fort on the opposite 
side. Moreover, considerable injury was inflicted upon the barracks 
within the fort. 

Dresser’s battery failing ammunition, was taken back to await a new 
supply, and McAllister’s remaining two 24-pounder howitzers were 
brought up next morning and took its place. From what has been said, 
it appears unmistakably that another leading feature of the operations 
of this day was the spirited and masterly artillery fight kept up from 
day-dawn until] night-fall. Seldom has such a fight occurred in the ex- 
perience of war. On our part it was actively maintained for the most 
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part with light artillery in the face of protected batteries and swarming 
sharpshooters, who fired from the cover of breastworks and intervening 
trees and brush-wood. Although signally successful on our part in 
silencing the enemy’s guns wherever and as often as they opened fire, 
and in killing and wounding by his own admission many of his officers 
and men, yet, on the other hand, it cost us a number of valuable lives, 
among whom was Lieut. Joseph Hauger, who received a mortal wound 
while gallantly assisting in playing Schwartz’s battery, only some 200 
yards from the enemy’s intrenchments. 

During the afternoon of the 13th the weather turned intensely cold, 
a driving north wind bringing a storm of snow and sleet upon the un- 
protected men of my division. The night set in gloomily, and the 
mingled rain and snow congealed as they fell, thus painfully adding to 
the discomfort of a destitution of tents and camp equipage, all of which 
had been left behind. The scanty rations which the men could carry 
on leaving Fort Henry were reduced to a small allowance of hard bread 
and coffee, which were generously shared with comrades whose supply 
had become exhausted. Being in point-blank range of the enemy’s bat- 
teries and sharpshooters, camp fires, inviting shot and shell, were not 
lighted. The pickets of the enemy and those of my own division, draw- 
ing near together, disputed the narrow space between the two armies, 
which rested uneasily upon their arms, chilled and shivering under the 
infliction of hostile elements. Yet through the weary hours of the long 
night the brave men of my command bore themselves without com- 
plaint and even with enthusiasm. During the same night, incited by 
despair, the enemy threw up new intrenchments, planted new batteries, 
comprising all the field pieces which had been in the fort, and in every 
practicable way strengthened his defenses along my right. 

The morning of Friday, the 14th, dawned cold and cheerless upon 
men already severely tried by hunger, exposure, and long-continued 
watching and labor, yet rising promptly to the duties of the day. An- 
ticipating the desire of the enemy to preserve an avenue of escape along 
the river above Dover, I dispatched Captain Stewart and Lieutenant 
Freeman, of my staff, accompanied by a small detachment of infantry, 
for a more thorough examination of the ground in that direction. The 
result of this reconnaissance, together with others made by Colonels 
Noble’s and Dickey’s cavalry and myself, convinced me that without 
the re-enforcements I had requested it would be safer and quite as 
effectual, for the purpose of preventing the escape of the enemy, to rest 
iny right on a creek made impassable by the backwater of the Cumber- 
land as to farther extend my already attenuated line in the face of 
newly erected batteries and an accumulated mass of the enemy’s infan- 
try to that river, and accordingly I ordered a disposition with a view to 
that object. 

Col. John MeArthur’s brigade, consisting of the Ninth, Twelfth, and 
Forty-first Regiments Illinois Volunteers, coming up a little while before 
dark, was moved forward in compliance with my order near to the right 
of my line, and disposed in the order mentioned, in part as a reserve 
supporting the Highteenth, and the remaining part so as to extend my 
line to a point within 400 or 500 yards of the creek. Colonels Noble’s 
and Dickey’s cavalry, being my only remaining available force, were 
disposed to the rear and still farther to the right, so as to command this 
space. After the Third Brigade had taken the position assigned to it 
a 10-pounder Parrott gun, of Major Cavender’s Missouri Battalion, was 
brought to the ground, followed by another of the same caliber from 
the same battalion in the morning. Having been informed by you as 
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well as by the shouts of the enemy that the gunboats had been dis- 
abled in their attack upon the fort and had fallen back and would re- 
quire time for repairs, and that all aggressive operations on our part 
must be avoided, the day passed away without any other important 
incident than occasional interchanges of shots between the sharp- 
shooters and batteries of the opposing forces. Night followed, again 
bringing with it intermingled snow and rain, during which a fatigue 
party, with all the implements at my command, unceasingly labored in 
throwing up on the crest of the ridge already referred to, near the 
Winn’s Ferry road, an earthwork for the protection of a battery intended 
to open fire inthe morning. Two of the 20-pounder Missouri Parrott 
guns and two of McAllister’s 24-pounder howitzers (the third one having 
been disabled by its own recoil) were placed under cover of this earth- 
work in the morning. A want of additional implements prevented me 
from carrying into effect my design to intrench the right of my line. 

The morning of the 15th dawned clear and hopeful, and both officers 
and men, unshaken by another night of intense suffering, stood to their 
arms, ready for the work of an eventful day. Already three days of 
skirmishing, cannonading, and mutual assaults had transpired. Already 
the enemy had dismantled his fort of its field pieces and planted them 
within range of my right, and at early dawn this morning he was dis- 
covered rapidly moving in large masses to my extreme right, all clearly 
indicating the purpose to open his way for escape by a concentrated and 
overwhelming attack on that part of my line, or, if successful beyond 
his expectations, turn my right flank and attack me in reverse. 

At the moment of .my attack (6 o’clock a. m.) the forces under my com- 
mand were formed in line of battle as follows: Colonel McArthur’s bri- 
gade, consisting of the Forty-first, Twelfth, and Ninth, in the same order, 
with two 10-pounder Parrott guns, on the extreme right ; Colonel Ogles- 
by’s brigade, comprising the Eighteenth, Eighth, Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, 
and Thirty-first, next on the left; the Thirtieth, soon after being detached 
from the line by Colonel Oglesby, was moved to the rear of the Kighth 
asa reserve ; the Highth and Twenty-ninth, supporting Schwartz’s battery 
of four guns, posted in their front ; Colonel Wallace’s brigade, compris- 
ing the Eleventh, Twentieth, Forty-eighth, Forty-fifth, Forty-ninth, and 
Seventeenth, next on the left; McAllister’s two 24-pounder howitzers 
and a section of the Missouri battery were posted under cover of the 
earthworks before referred to, in front of the Forty-fifth and Forty-eighth; 
Taylor’s battery of four 6-pounder and two 12-pounder howitzers was 
posted in front of the Seventeenth; Dresser’s battery of three James 
rifled 6-pounders was posted on the extreme left, in front of redan No. 2; 
Schwartz’s battery of two 6-pounder and two 12-pounder howitzers was 
posted in front of the Twenty-ninth, on theright; three pieces pointing 
towards redan No. 3, and one piece disposed to protect the rear. 

The Seventeenth Kentucky, Thirty-first Indiana, and Twenty-fifth 
Kentucky, commanded by Col. Charles Cruft, coming up between 9 
and 10 o’clock a. m., was hailed by members of my staff with encourag- 
ing words, and formed as a reserve in the rear of the Twenty-ninth, 
Eighth, and Thirtieth. The Forty-fourth Indiana, Col. H. B. Reed, fol- 
lowed about an hour after, and formed in the rear of the Thirty-first. 
This re-enforcement was generously brought forward by Colonel Cruft 
upon his own responsibility, in the absence of General Wallace, his divis- 
ion commander, in compliance with my request, borne by Major Bray- 
man, assistant adjutant-general of my division. In the mean time the 
Eighteenth, after a protracted struggle of alternating advantages, hav- 
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ing fallen back for want of ammunition, was succeeded in the place it 
had occupied by the Thirtieth. 

The cavalry attached to my division, consisting of a portion of Colo- 
nels Noble’s and Dickey’s regiments and four independent companies of 
cavalry, respectively commanded by Lieutenant King, Captains Carmi- 
chael, Dollins, and O’Harnett, all of which had during the march and 
investment performed gallant and valuable service, were posted in posi- 
tions favorable for the pursuit of the enemy if the fate of the day should 
justify it. 

The Third Division, commanded by General L. Wallace, was formed 
on the left of the First, and the Second Division, commanded by General 
C. F. Smith, was formed opposite the right of the enemy’s works, and ex- 
tending towards the river below the fort. As theenemy moved rapidly 
towards my right a fire was opened by McAllister’s howitzers and the 
Missouri Parrott guns, which was promptly returned from different 
points along the enemy’s defenses. Skirmishing and the distant firing of 
sharpshooters were now over, and large masses of the enemy, rushing 
towards my right, were first met by the Eighteenth and the Ninth and 
immediately after by the Twelfth, Forty-first, and Eighth, before the 
enemy had time to deploy into line. 

The enemy succeeding with much difficulty in forming a line and ob- 
taining the desired range for his artillery, a fierce struggle ensued. In 
the course of this struggle two companies of the T'wenty-ninth, under 
command of Lieut. Col. James E. Dunlap, immediately supporting 
Schwartz’ battery, became detached and also hotly engaged. Several 
times repulsed, the enemy as often returned to renew the conflict with 
augmented numbers. When the ground had been strewn with the dead 
and wounded of both parties, the Ninth, Twelfth, and Forty-first 
failing ammunition and unsupported by their artillery, which had not 
been brought into action for want of opportunity, fell back before the 
pressure of overpowering numbers, and reformed a short distance in 
the rear. 

Having dispatched Lieutenant Carter, of the artillery, about 8 o’clock 
a.m., to your headquarters to advise you that the battle was raging and 
to ask for immediate re-enforcements, confirmation of the importance of 
it was brought by Colonel Oglesby, who reported that Colonel Me- 
Arthur’s brigade was falling back, exposing the Highteenth to aflanking 
fire ; that Colonel Lawler was wounded, the batteries closely pressed, his 
supply of ammunition fast failing, and unless promptly supported the 
First Brigade must give way. Instructing him to hold his ground as 
long as possible, I dispatched Lieutenant Jones, of my staff, on the heels 
of my first messenger, to urge the absolute necessity of prompt and 
efficient succor. My messengers brought information that you had 
been called by an exigency to the gunboats upon the river, and that 
my appeal would be communicated upon your return. 

Left uncovered, the Highteenth and Eighth and Twenty-ninth became 
the point of concentrated attack, which was directed both against their 
front and the flank of the Eighteenth. Assailed bya cross-fire from three 
batteries, comprising ten guns, Schwartz’s battery, under command of 
Lieutenant Gumbart, replied with 146 rounds, continuing a fire of grape 
and canistér quite two hours. Oneof his guns being disabled by a shot 
carrying away the trail of its carriage, its place was promptly supplied 
by the one in the rear. At this stage of the conflict Lieutenant Gum- 
bart was wounded and carried from the field. In the mean time the ex- 
posure of the Eighteenth had been greatly increased. Hard pressed in 
front and upon the flank, as already mentioned, and driven to rely upon 
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ammunition taken from the dead and wounded to continue a struggle 
which had been waged for three hours with doubttul suecess, they were 
at length forced to yield to superior numbers, aud in obedience to orders 
fell back upon anew position, where they could be supplied with ammuai- 
tion and food. Emulous of their examp!e, the Thirtieth, under the chival- 
rous lead of Lieutenant-Colonel Dennis, hastened forward and took their 
place, instantly changing their line obliquely to the right to shield their 
tlank, and, together with the Eighth and Twenty-ninth, continued the 
conflict until all of them in turn were forced in like manner to fall back. 

During this engagement Colonel Oglesby’s brigade sustained a loss 
of 836 killed, wounded, and missing, of which the proportion of the 
Eighth alone was 242. The field was strewn with dead and wounded 
of both sides. A short time before this I was advised by Colonel 
Oglesby of a painful casualty. The Twenty-fifth Kentucky, in exeeut- 
ing his order to file past the Eighth into position, through inistake fired 
into a portion of that regiment and into the Twenty-ninth and Schwartz’s 
battery, causing some disorder. 

Schwartz’s battery being left unsupported by the retirement of the 
Twenty-ninth, the Thirty-first boldly rushed to its defense, and at the 
same moment received a combined attack of the forces on the night and 
of others in front, supposed to be led by General Buckner. The dan- 
ger was imminent, and called for a change of disposition adapted to 
meet it, which Colonel Logan made by forming the nght wing of his 
battalion at an angle with the left. In this order he supported the bat- 
tery, which continued to play upon the enemy and held him in check 
until his regiment’s supply of ammunition was entirely exhausted. 

Lieut. Col. John H. White, one of the bravest of the brave, and Capt. 
James H. Williamson, a veteran ofiicer, both of whom had gained envi- 
able distinction in the battle of Belmont, fell in this obstinate and bloody 
conflict. Many others were also killed and wounded, including Colonel 
Logan himself and Lieut. Charles H. Capehart, his adjutant, among the 
latter. 

The Thirty-first being left without the means of longer attack or 
defense, Lientenant-Colonel Ransom with generous courage brought up 
the Eleventh, and, taking their place, engaged the enemy, while the 
Twentieth, Forty-fifth, Forty-eighth, Forty-ninth, and Seventeenth, in 
obedience to the order of Colonel Wallace, were advanced and brought 
into action. Assailed both in front and upon the flank with increased 
fury and threatened by the enemy’s cavalry hovering in the rear of the 
right, their peril became extreme. Accordingly, I sent Major Brayman, 
my assistant adjutant-general, to General li. Wallace, in your absence, a 
first and second time, advising him of the state of aflairs, and request- 
ing him to re-enforce me with fresh troops. Appreciating the exigency, 
he expressed his willingness to do so, but declined, urging the prohi- 
bition of your order requiring him to hold his position until otherwise 
instructed. Failing in this effort, 1 hastened Capt. G. P. Edgar to Gen- 
eral Smith with the same information, who responded substantially in 
like manner. 

In the mean time, having been advised by Colonel Wallace of the loss 
of many of his men and the increased exposure and danger.of his situ- 
ation, 1 instructed him to rely upon himself and maintain his position 
at all hazards until my request for re-enforcements had been answered. 
He gallantly did so, repulsing and driving back the enemy in front to 
their intrenchments. In accomplishing this result the artillery bore a 
conspicuous part. McAllister’s, Taylor’s, Dresser’s, and Schwartz’s bat- 
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teries, and a section of a battery of Major Cavender’s Missouri battal- 
ion, poured a destructive fire upon the enemy’s line, while the infantry, 
and the Twentieth conspicuous among others, boldly led by Colonel 
Marsh, charged and pursued. At one tine McAllister’s battery, while 
exposed to a cross-fire of artillery, was so closely pressed by the enemy’s 
infantry as to compel his gunners to fall back. At this critical juncture 
Colcnel Smith, of the Forty-fifth, rushed forward with a detachment of 
his men, and driving them back, rescued it. The carnage in this part 
of the field was also very great, particularly in the Eleventh, whose loss 
in killed, wounded, and missing was 328; while the aggregate of the 
killed, wounded, and missing of the brigade amounted to 534, including 
Lieut. Col. William Erwin, of the Twentieth, and Lieut. Col. Thomas H. 
Smith, of the Forty-eighth, who fell gallantly leading their men to the 
charge. Lieut. Col..Jasper A. Maltby, of the Forty-fifth, a brave and 
efficient officer, was also wounded in this engagement. 

It was now 11 o’clock, and up to this and a still later hour a gun had 
not been fired either from the gunboats or from any portion of our line, 
except that formed by the forces under my command. Availing him- 
self of so favorable an opportunity, the enemy directed the combined 
attack of nearly all his forces against it; yet even under these untoward 
circumstances the battle was won by the Second Brigade as against the 
enemy in their front. Unfortunately, however, this partial victory 
proved fruitless. In the mean time the enemy on the right, having 
turned the flank of the Second Brigade, whose ammunition was nearly 
exhausted, advanced both his infantry and cavalry to attack it in reverse. 
To avoid this I ordered Colonel Wallace, also Colonel Oglesby, to with- 
draw their commands, as they might think best, preparatory to a refor- 
ination and a resupply of ammunition. In the main this was done in 
good order; but the order to retire failing to reach Licutenant-Colonel 
Ransom, the Eleventh still stood their ground until by the weight of 
overwhelming numbers, assailing it in front and rear, it too was forced 
back. Throughout this terrible struggle Colonel Ransom, although 
seriously wounded, refused to quit the fie’d, adding to his high reputa- 
tion as an officer by the valor and constancy of his bearing. 

Colonel Cruft, commanding the Seventeenth and Twenty-fifth Ken- 
tucky and the Thirty-first, and also, as [am unofficially informed, the 
Forty-fourth Indiana, not having reported to me, Iam unable to detail 
their operations. Of Colonel Cruft, however, it is proper to say that in 
all our official relations he showed himself an officer of courage and good 
conduct, promptly responding to my appeal for aid, and entering with 
spirit and devotion into the work before him; and of all others, whether 
officers or privates, I would be proud to speak in appropriate praise if 
the means necessary to enable me to do so had been placed in my pos- 
session. 

My whole command falling back some 400 yards from the left of their 
position in the morning, the Second Brigade was reformed in line of 
battle upon the ground that I had previously selected, at right angles 
with their first lines. To meet the contingency of the enemy’s approach 
from the position he had oceupied in my rear the First Brigade was 
disposed in rear of the Second. Here my men were supplied both with 
ammunition and provisions, which had been brought up for that pur- 
pose. Dispatching Captain Stewart, of my staff, and Captain Dollins, 
of the cavalry, with instructions to reconnoiter the enemy and ascer- 
tain his strength and movements, they found a large body of his forces 
falling back in apparent confusion, their officers vainly endeavoring to 
bring them to a halt, and reported the fact. J'rom another portion of 
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the field indications were observed in the direction of the enemy’s 
intrenchments of a hostile movement. This was about 1 o’clock p.m. 
General Wallace, whose division was formed near the ground selected 
for my second line, filed it to the right, and, guided by Captain Stewart, 
of my staff, formed a portion of his fresh troops in front of my second 
line and in close supporting distance of it, resting the left upon a sec- 
tion of Taylor’s battery, which Captain Schwartz, of my staff, had, under 
my instructions, posted so as to command the road leading back to my 
former position. The remainder of the battery was placed a short dis- 
tance in the rear, to guard against a flank approach either from the 
right or left. 

Irom this position Captain Taylor opened a fire of canister, and was 
soon after joined by Lieutenant Woud, with a section of Willard’s bat- 
tery, who also opened a fire in the same direction, and generously re- 
newed Captain Taylor’s failing stock of ammunition. Several of the 
enemy afterwards found dead some 400 yards above in the road were 
supposed to have been killed by the fire of these guns. 

Col. L. F. Ross, of the Seventeenth, who had been assigned by you 
to the Third Brigade of my division, came up about this time and took 
command of it. General Wallace, having formed the line already men- 
tioned, also opened a fire of musketry in the same general direction, 
which was mainly answered by a fire of artillery from redan No. 2 and 
of infantry in the thick woods in front and to the left of his line. About 
the same time Dresser’s battery was advanced under my order upon the 
same road to a position in front, and opened a fire intended to command 
the approach to our present position across Indian Creek and to 
silence the guns of the enemy in that direction. This fire was continued 
and returned with much spirit for some time. One of the shots from 
redan No. 2, scathing a tree close to Lieut. Harrison C. Barger, a brave 
and promising young officer, stunned him by concussion of the air. 

While little or no loss was sustained on our part in this second engage- 
ment, it served to discourage the enemy and relieve us from any further 
attack. We rested upon our arms until about 1.30 o’clock p. m., when 
your arrival gave promise that the general wish to advance would soon 
be gratified. In reply to my suggestion, urging a simultaneous assault 
at all points, I was gratified to receive an order to that effect. My. 
command was put in readiness to move while you returned to put the 
Second Division in motion. Sending Major Mudd, of the Second Illi- 
nois Cavalry, to reconnoiter to the right and front, he hastened forward 
through thick woods and across a field covered with snow in that direc- 
tion, and, finding a detached body of the enemy, he reported the fact. 
About the same the Eighth Missouri and Eleventh Indiana came up, 
and, forming on the right of General Wallace’s line, advanced in the 
same direction. 

Major Brayman, my adjutant, and others, in the mean time reporting 
the hearing of commands in the thick woods a short distance in front 
and to the left of Taylor’s battery and the discovery of other hostile in- 
dications farther down in the valley of Indian Creek, I ordered Colonel 
Wallace to form the Second Brigade in line of battle, resting their right 
upon the battery and their left near Indian Creek. This disposition, 
being promptly executed, commanded the space between Taylor's bat- 
tery and the right of General Smith, and thus protected the left of the 
second line of battle from flank attack. 

While these movements were being executed the sound of General 
Smitl’s musketry was heard, indicating an attack upon redan No. 1, in 
his front. Soon after, Colonel Webster, chief of your staff, came with 
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the welcome intelligence that the enemy had retired before the gallant 
and chivalrous assault of General Smith, and that he was already lead - 
ing his men into this redan, which he firmly held. Colonel Webster also 
bought your order to press upon the enemy at all points. General 
Wallace, reporting through one of his officers that he had met the enemy 
and Was pressing him with success, requested me to send forward five 
or six regiments to his right for the purpose of re-enforcing him. I im- 
mediately ordered forward a corresponding detachment. The vigor of 
this movement gave evidence of the skill and gallantry of the general 
commanding and the spirit and courage of his men. At the same time 
I ordered the Forty-sixth Illinois, Colonel Davis, to move forward to the 
right and near to the road already referred to to support General Wal- 
lace’s left, and also ordered Colonel Ross, with the Third Brigade of my 
division, to advance directly in the same road, the object being to com- 
mand the space between General Wallace’s left and ny former position 
on the ridge in front of the enemy’s intrenchments. Colonel Ross boldly 
pushed forward to the point occupied by McAllister’s battery in the 
morning, retaking the former position of the Second Brigade and throw- 
ing forward his skirmishers, who drove straggling parties of the enemy 
to the cover of his works. The loss of this brigade in killed, wounded, 
and missing during the siege was 149. 

The forces of the enemy engaged by General Wallace had been driven 
back by his spirited assault, their desultory fire indicating the direction 
of their flight and sounding ‘the termination of a battle which had con- 
tinued the greater portion of ten hours. 

The field, with its dead and wounded, was now in our possession, and 
the intrenched position of the enemy again invested, cutting off his 
hope of escape. While holding the ground thus regained, your order 
for the withdrawal of the First and Third Divisions to a compact posi- . 
tion on the enemy’s left and encamp for the night was received. Night 
had set in before COMmpH nee by my division with this order had trans- 
pired. 

Early on the morning of the 16th, in obedience to your order of the 
evening before, I commenced preparations for a renewed attack upon 
the enemy’s works. While doing so, the welcome intelligence came 
that he had surrendered at discretion, upon the receipt of which I im- 
mediately led my division down to the water battery and the main 
landing at the fort. In the mean time Captains Stewart and Schwartz, 
of my staff, had been the first of the Federal arms to enter the town of 
Dover. 

In celebration of our success a national salute was fired by Tay lov’s 
battery and the American flag planted within the fort. Encamping my 
command near the town of Dover, and in front of my first line of the 
previous day, it welcomed the opportunity for the repose which its ex- 
haustion and. suffering so much required. 

Seldom has a contest of such obstinacy and protracted duration 
occurred. The victory, though complete and signal, cost us a dear and 
mournful price. Bearing the brunt and burden of the battle, my divis- 
ion sustained much the greatestloss. Of 8,000 men brought into action 
1,519 were found to have been killed, wounded, and missing, making a 
percentage of nearly every fifth man, the missing in all amounting to 
only 74. On the other hand, the loss of the enemy engaging ny com- 
mand, admittedly large, was probably much greater. Our trophies 
corresponded with the magnitude of the victory; 13,500 prisoners, 20,000 
stand of small-arms, 69 pieces of cannon, and corresponding proportions 
of animals, wagons, ordnance, commissary, and quartermaster’s stores 
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fell into our hands. In short, an army with all its material of war was 
lost and won. 

It is but just and proper that I should bear testimony to the good 
conduct of my command, all of whom bore themselves with rare and 
admirable fortitude, courage, and constancy. Colonels Oglesby and 
Wallace, of the First and Second Brigades of my division, and Colonel 
McArthur, of the Second [I irst] Brigade of General Smith’s division, 
tempcrarily under my command, cecupying positions in near proximity to 
formidable works and batteries and at the points of assault during the 
principal contlict, were necessarily greatly exposed, but maintained their 
eround throughout the strugele, directing and inspiring their men by 
their skull and. courageous example. Colonel Ross, Colonel Haynie, and 
Colonel Morrison, who were in command of brigades of detached regi- 
ments during the various engagements, behaved with ereat gallantry 
and good judgment. Maj. John FP. Post, of the Eighth, while gallantly 
breasting the assault of the enemy on ‘the morning of the 15th, was 
Stunned by a spent ball and carried off insensible by the enemy, and 
has not since been recovered. Colonel Noble, of the Second, and Col- 
onel Dickey, of the Fourth Cavalry, ably sustained by Major Mudd and 
Lieutenant: Colonel McCullough, re ndered valuable service. Captains 
Carmichael, Dollins, O’Harn ett, and Lieutenant King, of the cavalry, 
distinguished themselves for their activity and zeal. After what has 
been said, it is hardly necessary to add that the artillery performed a 
material and conspicuous part in the four days’ siege, or to bear testi- 
mony to what is already sufficiently obvious—the skill, courage, and 
etticiency of Captains McAllister, Taylor, Dresser, Lieutenant Gumbart, 
and the officer (name not reported) con manding a section of Major 
Cavender’s battalion, and the officers and men under their commands. 

Turning from this grateful topic, J am pained to notice a disgraceful 
occurrence of which Major Mudd was the unhappy victim. After the 
surrender, while performing an act of kindness at the request of one of 
two or three countrymen, one of the party dropped behind and shot hin 
in the back, inflicting a severe, but I trust not mortal, wound. 

The members of my staff seconded my efforts and carried my orders 
with courageous zeal. Major Brayman, my assistant adjutant-general, 
though in feeble health, performed the duties of his office with fidelit y, 
self-possession, and active and daring courage. Captain Schwartz, 
acting chief of my staff, an able and ‘experienced officer, especially in 
artillery service, rendered constant and invaluable aid. Captain Stewart, 
of the Independent Cavalry, by his quick intelligence, sound judgment, 
and fearless and ceaseless activity in discovering and reporting the ene- 
my’s movements, added to his previous high reputation and obligations 
already imposed upon me. Maj. H. P. Stearns, chief surgeon of my divis- 
ion, joining me upon the field, devoted himself with characteristic zeal 
and fidelity to the delicate and trying duties of his position. Lieut. H. 
C. I'reeman, chief engineer, uniting ready professional skill with fearless 
energy and enterprise, rendered constant and important aid within the 
sphere of his duties. Lieut. I. 8. Jones, ordnance officer, with cheer- 
fulness and alacrity responded to every call made upon his courage and 
fidelity, both in the camp and on the field. Capt. George P. Ede gar, 
joining me as a volunteer aide on the evening of the 14th, participated 
with much spirit in the active and exciting scenes of the next day, and 
laid me under obligations by the prompt “and satisfactory discharge of 
dangerous duty. 

I am happy in congratulating you as the respected commander of a 
victorious army engaged in a just cause, and in believing that no stain 
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will be found, no word of reproach or disparagement coupled with the 
record which shall bear the history of this ereat event down the stream 
of time, but that it will endure as an imperishable example of duty 
bravely, manfully, and nobly performed. 

Unavoidable deficiencies of this report will be in part supplied by 
diagrams accompanying it, illustrating the position and plan of the 
cnemy’s works, the field of battle, and the different formations of the 
forces under my command during this engagement.* 


Yours, respecttully, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Lrigadier-General, Commanding First Division. 


Brig. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Commanding Advance Forces, de. 


Return of casualties in the First Division (McClernand’s), at Fort Donelson, Tenn., Feb- 
ruary 13-15, 1862.t 
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Report of Col. Richard J. Oglesby, Eighth Illinois Infantry, command- 
ing First Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, First DIVISION, 
District of West Tennessee, Fort Donelson, Ircbruary 20, 1562. 

Srr: I have the honor to report that under Field Orders, No. 125, of 
Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand, commanding division, of date February 
11, I moved with the First Brigade from Fort Henry in the direction of 
Fort Donelson at 4 o’clock p. m. and encamped on the hidge road, 4 
miles from Fort Henry, at 8 o’clock p.m. of that day. My forces con- 
sisted of the Eighth Illinois Regiment, commanded by Lieut. Col. Prank 
L. Rhoads; Fighteenth Iinois Regiment, commanded by Col. Michael 
Kx. Lawler; Twenty-ninth Illinois Regiment, commanded by Col. James 
S. Rearden; Thirtieth Ilinois Regiment, commanded by Lieut. Col. 
Elias S. Dennis, and the Thirty-first Illinois Regiment, commanded by 
Col. John A. Logan; four independent companies of cavalry, commanded 
by Captains Dollins, Carmichael, O?Harnett, and Lieutenant King; 
Captain Schwartz’s battery of two 6-poundér guns and two 12-pounder 
howitzers, commanded by Kirst Lieut.{G.] Conrad Gumbart, aud Captain 
Dresser’s battery of three 6-pounder rifled guns. Harly on the morning 
of the 12th instant Colonel Noble joined the command with two com- 
panies of the Second Ilinois Cavalry and two companies regular cav- 
alry. He was immediately sent forward with his whole command to 
reconnoiter to a point within 2 miles of Fort Donelson, using Captains 
Carmichael and O’Harnett’s cavalry as flankers. The column was put 
in motion at 8 o’clock a. m., and moved slowly to’a point 2 miles from 
the position of the enemy, at which place, meeting their pickets, Major 
Mudd went torward with a detachment of the Second Dlinois Cavalry 
and drove them back, while a position was taken by the advance guard 
to receive them. The general commanding, arriving on the ground, 
ordered the column to move to the right of the Ridge road, through 
some old fields, to the main road leading from the Big Sandy Creek to 
Dover. 

Ascending the high wood ridge overlooking the fields to our left and 
rear and within 1 mile of the main fort and about 24 miles from Dover, 
which lies 1 mile above the fort on the Cumberland River, a large body 
of cavalry, under Colonel Forrest, threatened my right, and prepared 
to attack the head of the column. They were held in check for five 
ininutes, until I could bring forward the grand euard, under Major Ba- 
con, of the Thirtieth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, which was thrown 
across the slope of the ridge descending into the valley, leading directly 
into the camp of the enemy. At the same time the right wing of the 
Eighth Regiment, in column of platoon, took position as a reserve to 
the grand guard, with Captain O’Harnett’s cavalry, holding the high 
ridge to our right, and Colonel Noble’s cavalry in front, ready to retire 
through the intervals on the right wing of the Eighth Regiment, should 
it become necessary to do so. The Highteenth was formed in column of 
companies at the foot of the bill, and the rest of the column held position 
as in the line of march. Instantly the attack began and was steadily 
resisted by the grand guard for ten minutes, when the enemy again gave 
back, and Major Bacon held the right unbroken. 

Finding no chance to break the lines of the guard, they now in large 
force attempted to gain the rear of it. I ordered Colonel Noble to retire 
his cavalry through the Eighth Regiment, and Lieutenant-Colonel Ithoads 
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wheeling into line, the right wing checked their advance by a vigorous 
fire, until Lieutenant Gumbart, arriving at the point, sent a shell into 
them, when they fled in confusion from the field. The way was now 
open for another advance. The general commanding ordered the left 
wing ferward on the high ridge in front of the fort, halting to reconnoi- 
ter to the right towards the main road leading from Paris to Dover, and, 
as I was informed, to bring up the Second Brigade. I ordered Lieuten- 
ant Guinbart to take forward one howitzer and throw some shell into the 
line of the enemy across the main road leading to the Cumberland. The 
range being too long for the shells, Captain Dresser brought forward a 
rifled 6-pounder, aud in a few shots broke up their lines and drove them 
from their tents. 

Having received orders to move the brigade forward in the direction 
of the Jines of the enemy, I deployed the Eighth, Twenty-ninth, Thirticth, 
and Thirty-first Regiments into line of battle, and moved slowly forward 
i» half a mile, at the same time sending the Eighteenth Regiment to the 
right, over the high ridge, to the Paris road, and at sunset, by a flank 
movement, moved the rest of the brigade over the ridge to the Paris 
road, thus occupying the last main outlet from Fort Donelson and the 
town of Dover by night-fall. Upon going forward to the right I found 
Colonel Lawler, in his anxiety to push forward, had moved the Eight- 
eenth Regiment under the range of a four-gun battery in the main re- 
doubt in front of Fort Donelson. In attempting to draw my line back 
an uniortunate discharge of musketry imto the ranks of the Twenty- 
ninth Regiinent killed and wounded several men of that regiment. Per- 
mission was given to Colonel Rearden to move the Twenty-ninth to the 
left of the brigade for the night to dispose of his wounded men. Early 
next morning the regiment returned to its position in line, and was sta- 
tioned in rear of the Eighth as a reserve for the day. 

Karly on the morning of the 13th I ordered Captain Dresser to bring 
forward his battery and take position in front of the main redcubt of the 
enemy. In twenty minutes the four guns of this redoubt weve silenced 
by him. During the day this battery was moved forward along the line 
as the column advaneed to the right, and in every instance was most 
effective in silencing the guns of theenemy. Captain Dresser is entitled 
to much praise for his cooland discreet bearing during the entire action. 
Lieutenant Barger and the men at the guns did most excellent service. 
The ammunition of the battery was exhausted on the 13th. On the 14th 
it was supplied with 120 rounds of shot and shell. On the 15th instant 
this battery was on my extreme left, under the special orders of the 
general commanding. Early on the day of the 13th the brigade moved 
to the right, immediately under the fire of the artillery and sharpshooters 
of the enemy, one-half mile nearer Dover, on the Paris road, and again, 
later in the day, a half mile farther, to a point, in one instance, within 
100 yards of their line of earthworks. Later in the afternoon, however, 
at the suggestion of the general commanding, to guard my rear and 
prevent a surprise in that direction, I drew the forces back onto the 
next and higher ridge, about 250 yards from their line, and encamped 
for the night, with the Eighteenth Regiment on the right, still presery- 
ing the original order of battle, excepting that Lieutenant Gumbart, 
commanding Schwartz’s light battery, was posted between the Kighth 
and Twenty-ninth Regiments. 

I will not omit the highly creditable part borne by Lieutenant Gum- 
dart with his battery. During the march on the 13th instant, in tho 
afternoon, whilst taking a new position, Lieut. Joseph Hanger was 
severely, if not mortally, wounded by a ball from one of the sharpshoot- 
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ers of the enemy at a distance of 500 yards, while directing one of his 
guns. Both officers and men seemed unconscious of danger. In the 
midst of a heated artillery contest of one hour, having obtained the 
consent of Col. William H. L. Wallace to bring up a section of Captain 
Taylor’s battery to this place, both batteries entered into the contest 
with surprising vigor, and soon the enemy’s lines were cleared and their 
guns silenced. I leave the conduct of Captain Taylor’s battery to the 
notice of Colonel Wallace, who observed them while engaged. 

The whole front of my line was covered with skirmishers during the 
night of the 13th, and the men again stood to arms all night under one 
of the most persecuting snow-storms ever known in this country, with- 
out fires and without reliefs. During the night, in passing from the 
right of the Eighteenth, under Col. M. K. Lawler, to the left of the 
Thirty-first, under Col. John A. Logan, there was one universal wish to 
meet the enemy, to carry the fort, and to end the sufferings of the men. 

On the morning of the 14th the sun rose upon our forces, who were 
nearly torpid from the intense cold of the night. Ieceiving an order 
from the general commanding to remain quiet in camp and not attack the 
enemy until Brigadier-General Grant had communicated with the gun- 
boats, most of the men made coffee. All other rations were exhausted. 
During the day the brigade had nothing to eat, the wagons not having 
yet come up with the three days’ additional rations, and did not arrive 
until the afternoon of the 15th instant. During the afternoon of the 
14th I moved the brigade the distance of 100 yards to the right, near an 
open field, in full view of the lines of the enemy. All night long we 
could hear them felling trees and using picks and shovels to strengthen 
their defenses. 

At this time my right was a half mile from Dover and about 400 
yards from the backwater of a small creek, rendering their escape 
impossible except through this narrow opening of 300 tv 400 yards. 
Colonels Noble’s and Dickey’s cavalry reported to tne early this morn- 
ing, and soon made a thorough reconnaissance around the left of the 
enemy and nearly into Dover. As I have no official reports from these 
forces, I ain not able to state what particular companies did this labor. 
It was very hazardous, and opened the way quite to the river. On the 
ridge of this old field I was anxious to plant a battery, but could not 
safely remove Lieutenant Gumbart, who was holding one of the three 
principal roads leading into Dover from the back country through my 
lines, on one of which was posted the Eighteenth and on the other two 
the Eighth and Twenty-niuth Regiments. During the afternoon IL 
posted the Thirtieth Regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Dennis, 50 
yards in the rear of the Kighth Regiment, as a reserve, for the night, 
the brushy and broken character of the ground forbidding any greater 
distance with security. The Twenty-ninth and Thirty-first held the 
ground from the main Paris road into Dover, reaching along the ridge 
ot the hills to Colonel Wallace’s right. Thus we stood to arms again 
for the night. Secarcely a man slept. By this time the enemy had 
opportunity to measure the strength and disposition of my forces on his 
left. In reply to my request for forces to strengthen my reserve, the 
general sent Colonel McArthur, with the Ninth, Twelfth, and I’orty-first 
Regiments, but without artillery. 

Saturday morning, the 15th instant, at fifteen minutes before 6 o’clock, 
the enemy dared to pass out of his trenches for the first time in a des- 
perate effort toturn our right and escape into the country. By 6 o’clock 
the whole brigade was in line and ready for the action. Going to my 
extreme right, where the attack was made by their infantry, I found 
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that Colonel McArthur had thrown forward the Ninth Regiment on my 
line of battle, which was now hotly engaged. Going out into the open 
field, [ found the Forty-first, under Col. Isaac C. Pugh, in line, but some 
distance from the right of the Ninth, with two companies of skirmish- 
ers, under Lieut. Col. Ansel Tupper, still farther to the right, and cov- 
ering the entire ground by which the enemy could escape. These two 
companies were also then engaged. From the large force of infantry 
and cavalry moving in front of their line it was obvious the contest 
was to be upon .our right, and iu less than twenty minutes their skir- 
mishers, entering the almost impenetrable underbrush and thick woods, 
followed closely by their main body, moved against the Eighteenth and 
Eighth Regiments. Lieutenant Gumbart used two pieces of his battery 
with energy until severely wounded and carried from the field. 

The enemy did not spare their grape and canister, and occasionally 
sent a shell or round shot from the six or eight guns bearing on our lines. 
The Twenty-ninth soon became generally engaged. Two companies 
detached on the left of the Eighth, under Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlap, 
were engaged with the Eighth Regiment. The tire upon our lines con- 
tinued with unabated fury for an hour longer, when I learned that 
Colonel McArthur had withdrawn his brigade to take position below 
the old field. Finding my right uncovered, I sent Captain Brush, now 
commanding the Eighteenth Regiment—Col. M. K. Lawler having been 
wounded in the left arm and compelled to leave the ficld—to the right, 
so as to bring the Thirtieth Regiment into line on the left of the Eight- 
eenth, In carrying out this order Captain Brush was also wounded. 
Lhe regiment, by this time having by a steady and unflinching fire nearly 
exhausted their ammunition, retired as the Thirtieth came into line, 
leaving 44 dead on the ground and 170 wounded. Continuing to hold 
my position for still another hour under their galling fire I was tempted 
to use the bayonet, but the risk of breaking my lines in an effort to go 
through the thick brush, when the result under the most favorable cir- 
cumstances could only be to drive them into their lines and expose my 
command to a raking fire of artillery and musketry upon emerging in 
broken files from the thick woods, determined me to hold my line to the 
last. 

At this moment Col. F. L. Rhoads reported to me that the cartridge- 
boxes were nearly empty. I told him to hold his position until re-en- 
forcements came up, when I would move his regiment off the ground for 
aummunition. In a few moments the Twenty-fifth Kentueky came in 
sight, commanded by Col. J. M. Shackelford. I led the colonel to his 
position, and ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Rhoads to show him how to file 
past the Eighth Regiment as it moved off the ground. From some 
unaccountable cause the left wing of the Twenty-fifth fired, and, some 
of the balls taking effect in the Highth and Twenty-ninth Regiments, 
threw the men into confusion, when they with the Thirtieth Regiment 
retired from the ground. I saw no more of the Twenty-fifth Kentucky. 
The Thirtieth Regiment left on the ground 19 killed and 71 wounded ; 
the Twenty-ninth left 25 killed and 60 wounded; the Eighth lett 55 
killed and 188 wounded. Most of the wounded were taken off the field. 
A few men, with Major Post, of the Eighth, who was also badly wounded, 
were taken prisoners. Three pieces of Lieutenant Gumbart’s battery 
fell into the hands of the enemy. They could have been brought oft, 
but 23 horses had been killed or disabled. 

At the moment my line was broken the fire of the enemy had mate- 
rially slackened, and twice before they had been driven back. The 
enemy skulked behind every hiding place, aud sought refuge in the oak 
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leaves, between which and their uniforms there was so strong a resem- 
Dlance, our men were continually deceived by them. Turning to the 
Thirty “fir st, which yet held its place in line, I ordered Colonel Logan to 
throw back his right, so as to form a crochet on the right of the Eley enth 
Wlinois. In this way Colonel Logan held in check the advancing foe 
for some time under a most destructive fire, whilst I endeavored to assist 
Colonel Cruft with his brigade.in finding a position on the right of the 
Thirty-tirst. It was now four hours since the fighting began in the 
morning. The cartridge-boxes of the Thirty-first were nearly empty. 
The colonel had been severely wounded, and the lieutenant-Colonel, 
John H. White, had, with some 30 others, fallen dead on the field, and a 
large number wounded. . In this condition Colonel Logan brought. off 
the remainder of his regiment in good order. At the suggestion of Colo- 
nel Logan, as he left the ground, the Eleventh [linois, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ransom, of Col. W.H. L. Wallace’s brigade, changed 
front to the rear upon the ground just occupied by Colonel Logan, and 
held this position for half an hour under a heavy fire from the enemy. 

Reporting to the general commanding the state of affairs, he ordered 
me to reform the brigade on the left of the division. In two hours the 
whole brigade was reformed, and having received a new supply of ammu- 
nition, awaited orders to march onto the field again. Night coming on, 
the troops went into camp, three regiments near the hospital, mn good 
order, and the Kighth and Eighteenth on the high ridge in front of the 
main redoubt. Some of the regiments sent details to bury the dead and 
take care of the wounded, but Captain Lieb, of the EKighth Lilinois, who 
had the party in charge, was unable to reach the eround, the pickets of 
the enemy still holding it. 

Sunday morning, the 16th instant, the brigade, in common with the 
whole army, marched into the fort. Teeling a just pride at the honor- 
able part they had borne in its reduction and surrender, I cannot ven- 
ture to mention the special deeds of daring where all bore so noble a 
part, nor do [know that any praises of minecan add to the feeling, strong 
with officers and men, that all was done that could be to uphold the 
honor of our flag and punish traitors for their treason. I was ably sus- 
tained by the colonels commanding regiments, no order being given 
during the action but was faithfully and cheerfully executed, and I share 
with them freely whatever of credit may be given to our whole command. 
Dr. Silas T. Trowbridge, acting brigade surgeon, and Dr. J. M. Phipps, 
assistant surgeon to the Eighth Kegiment, acting as my aides until the 
wounded demanded their attention, are entitled to much credit for their 
good services in both capacities. Captain Dollins, volunteer aide-de- 
camp; Henry N. Pearse, acting brigade quartermaster and aide, and 
William C. Clark, acting assistant adjutant-general, behaved with much 
coolness, together with Privates James M. Baxter, I. M. Gard, James 
Slatton, and Jacob Swafford, orderlies, from Captain Dolliny’ cavalry, 
who bore my orders in the hottest of the fight with promptness and 
courage. 

I transmit you copies of the reports of the different colonels command- 
ing and of Captain Dresser, and ask your attention to the names favor- 
ably mentioned in them. I alsosend list of the killed and wounded.* 

Iam, most respectfully, your obedient ay 
gel. OGLESBY, 
Colonel, Te First Brigade. 
Maj. M. BRAYMAN, : 
Asssistant Adjutant-General. 


* Embodied in division return, p. 182. 
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No. 8. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Frank L. Rhoads, Eighth Illinois Infantry. 


Hipers. EIGHTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 18, 1862. 

I have the honor to report the part taken by the Eighth Regiment in 
the siege and reduction of Fort Donelson from the 12th to the 16th 
instant. 

Col. R. J. Oglesby having been assigned to the command of the First 
Brigade of the First Division of the District of Cairo, [ took command 
of the Eighth Regiment. On the 12th instant, at noon, marching on the 
right of the brigade, I received an order to deploy into line of battle on 
the right of the road leading into Fort Donelson. Skirmishers were sent 
forward, but the enemy retiring, the column was again formed and the 
line of march taken up in the direction of the Paris and Tort Donelson 
road. Passing over some open fields, the right of the column took post- 
tion on the ridge in front of the fort. The grand guard was thrown 
forward and met a body of cavalry for afew moments. The right wing 
of the regiment was formed in column of platoon in face of a large bedy 
of the enemy’s cavalry. The Second Dhnois Cavalry passed through 
the intervals, and the right wing of the Eighth delivered its fire upon 
the enemy and dispersed them. Laterin the day an order was received 
to move forward in line of battle through an open field out by the main 
road leading to the main fort of the enemy. At this point the Light- 
eenth Regiment was sent to my right over a high ridge. About dark 
of the same day J also received an order to move by the right flank over 
the same ridge into the Paris road. The regiment encamped on this 
ridge for the night and slept on their arms. 

On the morning of the 13th the line of march was taken up in front 
of the main redoubt of the enemy and within 500 yards of his batteries. 
The regiment filed past Captain Dresser’s light battery under a heavy 
fire of artillery, and took a new position at noon about 1 mile from the 
Cumberland River, in the direction of Dover. Two companies (C and 
A) were detached to sustain Lieutenant Gumbart’s light battery and 
one section of Captain Taylor’s, engaging the enemy in a hot artillery 
contest of two hour’s duration. At this point, later in the afternoon, the 
colonel commanding gave the order to prepare to assault the long line of 
intrenchmeuts on our right and front. By the time the necessary instruc- 
tions were given to carry this order into effect it was countermanded. 
The next order to move brought the right of the Highth Regiment 
within 100 yards of the enemy’s line. Just before dark the line was 
changed, and the regiment stood to arms all night 200 yards from their 
intrenchments. The night was intensely cold, and the snow fell full 
3 inches deep. Skirmishing was kept up all night. The men were re- 
lieved at daylight an hour for breakfast, but only coffee could be ob- 
tained. The regiment remained all day on the ground and stood to 
arms most of the time. 

At daylight on the morning of the 15th heavy firing indicated an 
attack upon our lines. I immediately formed the regiment on the line 
ot battle previously fixed by the colonel commanding, and by 6 o’clock 
the right of the Highth had fired a few shots. I sent some skirmishers 
in advance over the brow of the elevation to annoy the enemy, as well 
as to give me information of his force andmovements. The skirmishers 
soon reported the enemy approaching in force, and soon the battle be- 
came gencral from theright of the brigade to the left of the Eighth Regi- 
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ment. The enemy was in strong force, and repeatedly attempted to 
break the line or turn my right. He was as often baffled and repulsed 
by the steady and unflinching fire of the whole regiment, which stood 
like a line of adamant before the stealthy and stubborn advauce of the 
enemy. Wewere enfiladed atturns by a battery on the left, which never 
ceased to pour grape and canister into our ranks for three hours. The 
fire was murderous, as the long list of the dead and wounded sadly shows. 
My order was to hold the height of the ridge, and not to yield an inch. 
It was done, but at the cost of 54 killed and 186 wounded (many mor- 
tally) of 613 officers and men engaged in the battle. 

Iinding the ammunition in the cartridge-boxes nearly exhausted, I so 
reported to Colonel Oglesby, and was informed a re-enforcement was at 
hand. Soon the Tweuty-fifth Kentucky Regiment appeared with flags 
dlying, as previously ordered by Colonel Oglesby. J attempted to march 
the Eighth from its position to go for ammunition and give place to the 
Twenty-fifth Kentucky, but at this moment, from some unaccountable 
cause, the Eighth was fired into by the Twenty-fifth Kentucky, which 
alarmed the men. The Twenty-fifth Kentucky fell into utter confusion, 
and I was obliged to retire from our favorite position in some confusion. 
Receiving the order to reform the regiment again on the left of the divis- 
ion I did so, and, having received a supply of ammunition, was ordered to 
take position in the line of battle, where the regiment remained for the 
night. Sunday morning I led the regiment, full of pride, into the fort, 
in common with fhe whole army. 

Where all fought so nobly, so sacrificingly ; where all stood %by our 
noble flag to the last, it is hard to say who has most honor. { was sus- 
tained all the tine by Major Post on the left until he fell wounded. 
Lieut. Joseph G. Howell, acting adjutant, fell dead in the latter part of 
the battle, after rendering me efiicient aid, bearing an order from Colo- 
nel Oglesby to myself. He was a noble and gallant officer. Capt. 

Robert Wilson was dangerously wounded in the action, whose loss I 
severely felt. Capt. Joseph M. Hanna (color company) next fell, dan- 
ecrously if not mortally wounded, cheering his men to die by their colors. 
Lieutenant Marsh, Company B, and Lieut. If. A. Sheetz (color com- 
pany), both fell dead at their posts, examples of true valor. Lieut. 
Jolin M. Lowry was severely wounded, but did not leave the field. Lieu- 
tenants Monroe and Dennison were slightly wounded, but did not leave 
the field. Capt. James M. Ashmore being absent sick, Captain Harvey 
was on duty as senior captain, and is entitled to much praise for his cool 
bearing. 

Accompanying please find a list of killed and wounded.* 

[F. L. RHOADS, ] 

WILLIAM C. CLARK, Ineutenant-Colonel. 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 





No. 9. 
Report of Capt. Samuel B. Marks, Eighteenth Illinois Infantry. 


Fort DoNELSON, February 22, 1862. 
Sir: In compliance with Order No. — I have the honor to report to 
you the part taken by the Eighteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers in 
the recent engagement at this place. 





* Embodied in division return, p. 182. 
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On the night of the 12th instant, being the right of your brigade, we 
camped upon a hill in front of the enemy’s batteries, about 300 vards 
distant. After forming a line of battle, we sent out a portion of two 
companies to deploy as skirmishers to the front, who approached the 
enemy’s pickets and fired upon them, killing 2 men and wounding 4 
and driving them in in disorder. The regiment was then ordered back 
by you a short distance to a point less exposed to the eneniy’s batteries, 
where it remained on arms during the night without fires. On the morn- 
ing of the 13th instant we were advanced to the right and in line with 
the enemy’s breastworks tor a short distance. During the day frequent 
skirmishes took place between our scouts and those of the enemy. In 
the afternoon, in compliance with your order, we advanced over the 
hill, and within 200 yards of the enemy’s breastworks. Here we were 
fired upon, killing 1 of our men and wounding 4. We then (with a view 
of storming their batteries) advanced to within about 50 yards of their 
intrenchments, where we remained under cover of the bushes during the 
remainder of the evening. A movement against them at that time being 
deemed impracticable by you, we retired to our position of the morning. 
The men remained with arms in their hands during the night; the 
extreme cold and snow forbade their lying down. 

On the following day nothing of importance occurred, save a few occa- 
sional skirmishes with theenemy. The succeeding night, being inclement 
and cold, was spent as the preceding one. On the morning of the loth 
we were aroused about daybreak by a rapid and heavy firing upon our 
right and front. The regiment was speedily formed into line, and in a 
very few minutes we received the fire of the enemy, and the engagement 
became general along the right wing. It scon became apparent that 
the enemy were forcing back the regiments upon our right, as they 
approached us diagonally, their line forining an angle of about 20 degrees 
with ours. The enemy, so far as we were able to distinguish through 
the brush, appeared to approach in columns six or eight files deep, adopt- 
ing a mode similar to that of street fighting, firmg and falling back. 
So rapid was their firing, it was almost impossible to distinguish an 
interval. Our men stood their ground well, conducting themselves with 
remarkable coolness and bravery. Early in the engagement Colcnel 
Lawler was severely wounded in the arm, but did not retire from the 
field. Captain Brash, acting lieutenant-colonel, was in charge of the 
right wing, and myself, acting as major, that of the left. 

Towards the close of the engagement an order was given on the right 
to march by the right flank, for the purpose of extending our lines in 
that direction. This order was unfortunately unheard on the left, and 
in consequence our regiment was divided—the greater portion being 
with the right wing; but the enemy poured in in such overwhelming 
numbers and with such rapidity, that both wings were speedily flanked 
by them and almost surrounded. The majority of our men had exhausted 
their ammunition and further resistance seemed useless. It was deemed 
prudent to retire. Both wings fell back in good order, and reformed in 
the valley to the rear. We then marched some distance to the left and 
in rear of our lines, when we were furnished with ammunition, aud again 
joined the Eighth Regiment of your brigade, and were posted on a hill 
in front of one of the enemy’s redoubts, and spent another sleepless 
night upon our arms. In the morning we were preparing to storm their 
batteries, when they exhibited the white flag, thus ending one of the 
severest contests ever fought upon the American continent. 

I might mention here that Captain Brush was severely wounded dur- 
ing the latter part of the engagement, leaving the entire responsibility 
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of the command resting upon me. Of the officers connected with this 
command I cannot speak in too high terms of commendation. They, 
with one or two exceptions, conducted themselves with remarkable 
coolness and intrepidity. Colonel Lawler, although severely wounded, 
remained on the ground until the regiment lad all retired, exhibiting 
throughout the trying scene a perfect coolness and self-possession.* 

Permit me here té congradéulate you, sir, upon the skillful and satis- 
factory manner in which you conducted your command. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. B. MARKS, 
Captain, Commanding Highteenth Illinois Regiment. 


Col. RICHARD J. OGLESBY, 
Commanding First Brigade. 





No. 10. 
Report of Capt. Jasper M. Dresser, Battery A, Illinois Light Artillery. 


Tort DONELSON, February 19, 1862. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to hand you herewith a report of the 
operations of my battery during the battle before Fort Donelson on the 
12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th instant: 

We arrived before Fort Donelson on the 12th instant, and were 
ordered by you to the front with one gun, with which we opened fire 
upon the enemy’s camp at a distance of three-quarters of a mile. We 
expended in this fire 21 shells under your direction. The result was to 
disperse a body of infantry which was drawn up in line of battle and 
to compel the enemy to strike their tents in that camp. During the 
remainder of the day we followed the movements of yous brigade. That 
night we lay in the woods with our teams hitched up and the men with 
their equipments on. The next day, the 13th, we again moved forward 
under your direc‘ion, taking a position opposite to a four-gun battery, 
which we engaged and silenced in fifteen minutes. We were again 
ordered forward, when we became engaged with a battery of two guns, 
which was compelled to leave the field in ten minutes. We again lim- 
bered up and moved forward to position where the batteries of Captains 
Schwartz and Taylor were engaged with a battery of the enemy. By 
our united efforts this battery was silenced when we had expended but 
five rounds with each gun. The balance of the day we were engaged 
in Shelling the enemy’s camp, with what result Lam unabletosay. This 
day we exhausted our ammunition. On the 14th we were not engaged. 
We, however, received a supply of 120 rounds in the following propor- 
tions: 75 shells, 30 solid shot, and 15 canister. 

On the morning of the 15th we received orders from General Me- 
Clernand to report at the place we first opened upon the enemy’s bat- 
tery on the morning of the 13th, and engaged a battery which had been 
planted during the night opposite to that position. This we did under 
the fire of three different batteries. We succeeded. after a desperate 
resistance, in forcing the enemy to withdraw their batteries and leave 
us masters of the field. We were then ordered back to our camp and 
to hold ourselves in readiness to move forward. About 3 o’clock we 
were ordered to the position which we occupied in the morning. We 








* List of casualties shows 53 killed, 158 wonnded, and 18 missing. 
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engaged the batteries which had been replaced, and in ten minutes had 
expended our last shot, when I ordered my men to limber to the rear. 
We retired under a galling fire of grape and canister. : 

In this short engagement Harman Greathouse was wounded in the 
hand by a piece of shell and Nicholas Myers was struck by a spent 
grape. Sergeant Harding, while pointing his gun, was severely injured 
by the bursting of a shell within a few inches of his head. The con- 
cussion injured his brain, and he now lies in the hospital in a critical 
condition. 

I cannot too highly praise the coolness of my little band while under 
the enemy’s fire. Second Lieut. H. C. Barger, the only commissioned ° 
officer with me, displayed great coolness and daring, and was always 
to be found at his post, doing his duty as a faithful officer and brave 
man. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

I am, dear colonel, your most obedient servant, 
JASPER M. DRESSER, 
Captain Artillery Company A, First Brigade. 
Col. RICHARD J. OGLESBY, 
Commanding First Brigade. 





No. 11. 


Report of Col. William H. L. Wallace, Eleventh Illinois Infantry, com- 
manding Second Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, 
U. S. Advance Forces, Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 17, 1862. 

Str: Ihave the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of my brigade from the time of leaving Fort Henry, on the 11th 
instant, up to the 16th instant, when the Federal forces entered this for- 
tification. 

My brigade, as formed by order of General U. S. Grant, commanding 
the District of Cairo, consisted of the Eleventh Illinois Infantry, Lieut. 
Col. T. E. G. Ransom commanding; the Twentieth Illinois Iufantry, 
Col. C. C. Marsh commanding; the Forty-fifth Tlinois Infantry, Col. 
John E. Smith commanding; the Forty-eighth Illinois Intantry, Col. I. 
N. Haynie commanding; the Fourth Illinois Cavalry, Col. T. Lyle 
Dickey commanding; Capt. Ezra Taylor’s Chicago Light Battery B, First 
Illinois Artillery, four 6-pounder field guns and two 12-pounder how- 
itzers, and Capt. E. McAllister’s battery of three 24-pounder howitzers, 
First Illinois Artillery—the whole constituting the Second Brigade of 
the First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand, and 
containing about 3,400 effective men of all arms. 

About noon of the 11th instant, while in camp at Fort Henry, I re-_ 
ceived orders from General McClernand to put the infantry and artil- 
lery of my brigade on the march, and move out3 or 4 miles on the Tele- 
graph road towards this place. At 4 o’clock p. m. the forces designated 
nrarched out aud encamped on the road 4 miles from Fort Henry. At 
sunrise on the next day (the 12th instant) I was joined by Colonel 
Dickey’s cavalry, and marched with my whole command by the Tele- 
graph road towards Fort Donelson, keeping up frequent communica- 
tion with Colonel Oglesby’s First Brigade, which was moving at the 
same time by the Ridge road, Colonel Dickey’s cavalry thoroughly 
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reconnoitering the country as the column marched. Soon after noon I 
came in sight of the enemy’s encampments on the opposite side of a 
creek about a mile in advance. Having caused the roads to be recon- 
noitered, and finding the creek impassable on account of backwater from 
the Cumberland, I moved to the right up the creek, and eftected a june- 
tion with Colonel Oglesby’s brigade in the low grounds west of Fort 
Donelson, where heavy wooded hills intervened between us and the 
enemy’s position. Colonel Dickey’s cavalry was again thrown forward, 
and occupied the heights and thoroughly scouted and reconnoitered the 
ground in front. Colonel Oglesby’s brigade moved up the Paris road 
to the south of Fort Donelson, while I threw my brigade by its front 
onto the heights, dragging the artillery up the steep, wooded hills. 

After further reconnoitering, the brigade advanced and occupied a 
ridge south of the center of the enemy’s fortifications, with its right 
resting on the left of Colonel Oglesby’s brigade. Some slight skirmish- 
ing occurred here, and after resting in this position for an hour or more 
and further reconnoitering, in accordance with orders from General 
McClernand I moved the brigade by the right flank, following Colonel 
Oglesby’s brigade across the valley towards the left.of the enemy’s posi- 
tion. By this time it was dark, and Colonel Oglesby’s right becoming 
involved in ground which had not been reconnoitered, and which was 
very hilly and covered with a dense growth of underbrush, I was ordered 
by the general commanding the division to return to the position on the 
west of the valley, which I did, moving by the left flank, where my 
brigade rested for the night. 

At daylight on the morning of the 13th the enemy opened fire with 
his artillery from the middle redoubt. Soon afterwards, by order of 
General McClernand, I marched the Eleventh, Twentieth, and Forty- 
fifth Regiments, and Taylor’s battery to the right across the valley, leav- 
ing McAllister’s battery, supported by the Forty-eighth Illinois, on the 
ridge west of the valley, and ordered Colonel Dickey’s cavalry to move 
in rear with detachments thrown toward the right to reconnoiter toward 
the Cumberland and Dover. Reaching the high grounds east of the 
valley, Taylor’s battery was put in position on the road leading up to 
Dover, where the left of the enemy’s line rested behind earthworks and 
intrenchments, strengthened by strong abatis in front. The whole force 
continued to move steadily to the right, Colonel Oglesby’s brigade 
leading, the artillery of his brigade and Taylor’s battery moving on the 
road, while the infantry was in rear of and near to the road. Along 
this road the artillery advanced, taking successive positions to the right, 
and keeping up a constant cannonade on the eneiny’s works on the right 
and in the middle redoubt across the valley. The open space afforded 
a fine opportunity for artillery practice at long range, and the fire of 
Taylor’s, Schwartz’s, and Dresser’s guns, warmly returned by those of 
the enemy in the middle redoubt and the works on his left, presented a 
rare example of the use of that arm of the service. 

About noon I was ordered by General McClernand to detach the 
Forty-eighth Regiment (Colonel Haynie) to operate with the Seven- 
teenth Lllinois (Major Smith commanding) and the Forty-ninth IWinois 
(Colonel Morrison), of the Third Brigade, in making an assault on the 
enemy’s middle redoubt on the hill west of the valley, supported by the 
fire of McAllister’s guns. This force was under command of Colonel 
Haynie as senior colonel. They formed in line and advanced in fine 
order across the intervening ravines, and mounted the steep Leight on 
Which these works are situated in the most gallant mauuer, aud under 
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a heavy fire of musketry from the enemy posted in the line of earth- 
works. They advanced up the hill, delivering their fire with coolness 
and precision. The line not being long enough to envelop the works, 
by order of General McClernand I detached the Forty-fifth Illinois 
(Colonel Smith) to their support on the right. This regiment advanced 
in beautiful order down the slope, across the valley, and up the opposite 
steep, with skirmishers deployed in front, and were soon warmly en- 
gaged. 

These operations had given the enemy time to re-enforce this position 
with strong bodies of infantry from his reserves in rear and field artil- 
lery, which opened a destructive fire on the advancing line. The roll 
of musketry showed the enemy in powerful force behind his earthworks. 
Notwithstanding, our forces charged gallantly up the heights to the very 
foot of the works, which were rendered impassable by the sharp and 
strong points of brush-wood in which it was built. All the regiments 
engaged in this daring attempt suffered more or less from the enemy’s 
fire. In the mean time the enemy began to show himself in strength in 
his intrenchments in front of Colonel Oglesby’s brigade. Schwartz’s 
battery was advanced along the road to within 300 yards of the works, 
but being without canister, they were withdrawn, and by General Mc- 
Clernand’s order I directed Captain Taylor to throw forward two sec- 
tions of his battery: to that position. The position being beyond the 
right of my line, the infantry support was to be furnished from Colonel 
Oglesby’s brigade, which was immediately in the rear. These sections 
took their positions under a most galling fire of rifles and musketry 
from the enemy’s lines. The ground was covered with brush, avd some 
time was required to put the guns in position, and during this time the 
enemy’s fire was very galling, and Taylor’s men suffered somewhat from 
its effects. As soon as his position was gained, however, the rapid and 
well-directed fire of the sections soon silenced theenemy. The coolness 
and daring of the officers and men of these sections, directed by Captain 
Taylor in person, are worthy of high praise. The Forty-eighth, Forty- 
fifth, Forty-ninth, and Seventeenth Regiments having been ordered to 
return from the hill where they had so gallantly assaulted the enemy’s 
works, the Forty-fifth and Forty-eighth resumed their position in my 
line, and Colonel Morrison, commanding the Seventeenth and Forty- 
ninth, having been wounded in this assault, those regiments were tem- 
porarily attached to my brigade, and acted under my orders during the 
subsequent operations until noon of the 15th. 

The night of the 13th was one of great suffering and hardship to the 
whole command. We lay within point-blank musket and rifle range of 
the enemy’s breastworks, and at dark a storm of rain, soon turning to 
snow and accompanied by severe blasts, beat upon our unprotected 
ranks. The pickets of the enemy were out in strong force, and a con- 
stant firing between their pickets and our own was kept up during the 
night. The spirits of the men, animated and encouraged by the con- 
duct of the ofticers, never flagged, notwithstanding they were without 
tents or fires and exposed to the fierce storm and assailed by the 
enemy’s shot. During the night it was evident the enemy was receiv- 
ing large re-enforcements, and when morning broke on the 14th it 
showed that they had been busy during the night in erecting new works 
in commanding positions and mounting them with guns. McAllster’s 
battery was ordered from the other side of the valley and put into 
position on the road. . During this day my brigade occupied a position 
a little in the rear of the road and under cover of the brow of the hill, 
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the right resting on the left of Colonel Oglesby’s line, and being within 
300 or 400 yards of the salient angle of the enemy’s works on his left. 
We lay in this position most of the day, the order of the regiments from 
right to left being as follows: Eleventh, Twentieth, Forty-eighth, Forty- 
fifth, Forty-ninth, and Seventeenth. Taylor’s battery was posted at the 
interval between the Seventeenth and Forty-ninth, and McAllister’s 
guns were distributed along the front. Dickey’s cavalry were in rear 
and to the right, to observe the enemy and guard the flank. Under in- 
structions from General McClernand I commenced the construction of 
a small earthwork on the road to cover three or four guns. Mr. Tresil- 
ian, of the Forty-ninth Regiment, had charge of the work, which was 
completed during the night, and two of McAllister’s guns and a 10- 
pounder rifled gun of the First Missouri Artillery were placed in it the 
next morning. During the whole of the 14th a rambling and irreg- 
ular fire of sharpshooters was kept up, varied by occasional dis- | 
charges of artillery. The enemy’s shells and round shot fell at times 
thickly within my lines, but casualties were few. 

At daybreak on the morning of the 15th the enemy threw a heavy 
force of infantry and cavalry, supported by field artillery and his bat- 
teries within the works of his intrenchments, and commenced a vigor- 
ous assault on the right flank of the whole line. .This attack was com- 
menced and continued with great spirit, and gradually drove back our 
extreme right. About 7 o’clock a. m. the Eleventh and Twentieth Illi- 
nois, on my right, became engaged with a heavy force of the enemy’s 
infantry. They charged up the hill and gained the road in front of my 
position, but the moment the rebel flag appeared above the crest of the 
hill a storm of shot from the Eleventh and Twentieth drove them back 
in confusion. Again a new and fresh line of infantry appeared, and I 
ordered the whole line, except the Seventeenth and the left wing of the 
I‘orty-ninth, to advance and occupy the hill. The Eleventh, Twentieth, 
Forty-eighth, and Forty-fifth, with a portion of the Forty-ninth, advanced 
boldly and in fine order to the brow of the hill, where they were exposed 
uncovered not only to the fire of the enemy’s infantry, but to a raking 
fire from one of the enemy’s batteries of artillery across the valley. 
They opened their fire, supported by Taylor’s battery and two of McAI- 
lister’s guns (one having been disabled by a shot from the enemy’s can- 
nou), and for some time the conflict was strong and fierce; but at length 
the strong masses of the enemy’s infantry gave way before the steady, 
well-directed, and continued fire of the right of my line. They fell back, 
however, only to give place to another line of fresh troops who advanced 
to their support, and who were also compelled, by the steady, unflinch- 
ing valor of our men, to give way. 

In the mean time there were indications that the enemy were gaining 
some advantages on the right of the whole line. Re-enforcements, con- 
sisting of Kentucky and Indiana troops, had been sent forward past my 
position to support the right, but notwithstanding this it became evi- 
dent to me from the sounds and from the direction of the enemy’s shot, 
which began to rake my line from the rear of my right, that the right of 
the line was giving way. My orders being peremptory to hold that por- 
tion of the line occupied by my brigade to the last extremity, I sent one 
of my aides to General McClernand, with information of the state of 
affairs, and to express my fears that my right flank would be completely 
turned unless re-enforcements should be speedily sent to that quarter. 
Finding that no re-enforéements were within reach, and General McCler- 
nand having left me discretion to withdraw if I found my position unten- 
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able, and seeing that the enemy steadily advanced on my right flank 
and was speedily gaining my rear, and many of the corps having ex- 
hausted their ammunition, I gave orders to move the whole brigade to 
the rear up the road, with a view of forming a new line of battle. Before 
this order was given all the troops on the right of my brigade had fallen 
back except the Thirty-first Iinois, Col. John A. Logan, who occupied 
the left of Colonel Oglesby’s brigade. Immediately adjoining the Thirty- 
first and on the right of my line was the Eleventh Illinois, Lieut. Col. 
T. E. G. Ransom commanding. When the order to retire was given 
it failed to reach Lieutenant-Colonel Ransom, who with the Eleventh 
Regiment was gallantly supporting the Thirty-first against a fierce on- 
slaught on their right. Rapidly as gaps were opened in the ranks by 
the enemy’s fire they were as promptly closed to the right, and the 
shortening front alone showed the destructiveness of that fire. Soon the 
Thirty-first, their ammunition having failed, retired, and the Eleventh 
took their place, changing front to the rear under @ most galling fire 
with all the coolness and precision of veterans. In the mean time the 
order to retire was being executed in good order by the other regiments 
of the brigade. The character of the ground rendered it impossible for 
me to see the whole line at once, and when the Eleventh changed their 
front they were exposed to a fire in front and on both flanks, and the 
enemy’s cavalry charging upon their flank they were thrown into some 
confusion, and retired, but steadily and in comparatively good order. 
After falling back some half a mile I halted the brigade, and as speedily 
as possible procured a supply of ammunition and formed a second line 
of battle. At this point Colonel Ross, of the Seventeenth Illinois, 
arrived on the field and took command of the Seventeenth and Forty- 
ninth Regiments, and we were re-enforced by some troops of General 
Lew. Wallace’s division, and with their aid and the assistance of Taylor’s 
artillery and some pieces of Dresser’s and Willard’s batteries the ad- 
vance of the enemy was checked and he was driven within his intrench- ° 
ments, leaving a large number of his dead and wounded on the field. 

At night my brigade was withdrawn to a hill between the valleys, so 
as to be within easy supporting distance of either wing, when I rested 
until morning. With morning (the 16th) came the news that the enemy 
had surrendered. The whole brigade was instantly formed and marched 
down the valley into the center of the enemy’s works, where we hoisted 
the Union flag upon the inner intrenchments of the fort and fired a 
Federal salute from Taylor’s battery. Dickey’s cavalry were so disposed 
as to cover all the approaches and prevent the escape of prisoners, and 
rendered very effective service in securing and bringing in prisoners 
during the day. 

Would that my task could end here, with the record of the endurance, 
bravery, and heroism of our troops, crowned as it was with such signal 
success. The loss of my brigade has been heavy, as the annexed list of 
killed, wounded, and missing willshow.* The right of my line was more 
heavily éngaged on the 15th than any other portion, though all were 
under heavy fire for hours. The Eleventh Regiment, being posted on the 
right of my line, suffered more than any other regiment, having 67 killed 
on the field. The Twentieth Regiment, which stood next tothe Eleventh, 
was the next heaviest sufferer, having 18 killed on the field. The Forty- 
eighth, Forty-fifth, Forty-ninth, and Seventeenth each suffered a con- 
siderable loss on the 15th, in addition to the loss in the operations of the 
13th. In my original brigade every lieutenant-colonel of infantry was 
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either killed or wounded. On the 15th Lieutenant-Colonel Erwin, of the 
Twentieth Illinois, while nobly animating his men and adding new laurels 
to those he so nobly won at Buena Vista, was struck down by a cannon 
shot from the enemy’s battery. Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Smith, Forty- 
eighth Illinois, had distinguished himself in the gallant attack of the 
13th, he being in command of his regiment on that occasion; Colonel 
Hay nie, as senior colonel, being in command of the whole force detached 
on that service. Early i in the engagement of the 15th Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Smith, while leading his men up the hill to meet the enemy, received 
a mortal wound, of which he died in about anhour. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ransom, commanding Eleventh Illinois, was struck in the shoulder by 
a Minie ball. Merely ‘calling Major Nevins to the command till his wound 
could be temporarily dressed, he resumed the command and remained 
with his regiment throughout the day. Lieut. Col. J. A. Maltby, of the 
Forty-fifth Regiment, while encouraging and animating his men, was 
shot through the thigh, and severely, though I trust not fatally, wounded. 

I cannot find words in which fittingly to express the debt of obli- 
gation and gratitude I bear to the officers commanding corps for the 
prompt, fearless, and cool manner in which my commands were carried 
out. In every instance except one (and that resulted from the stu- 
pidity of an orderly) my orders were perfectly understood and carried 
into effect with promptness and perfect order. I have already spoken 
of the part borne by the Eleventh Illinois, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ransom. Both he and Major Nevins are deserving of the attention of 
the Department. Col. C. C. Marsh, of the Twentieth I]linois, exhibited 
the utmost courage, coolness, and self. possession on the field, managing 
his men with all the order of parade. Major Richards, of the "Twentieth, 
also acted with great bravery. Colonel Haynie and Major Sanford, of 
the Forty-eighth; Col. John EK. Smith and Maj. M. Smith, of the Forty- 
fifth ; Lieutenant. Colonel Pease, of the Forty-ninth ; and Captain Bush, 
commanding Seventeenth Ellivois, all distinguished themselves by their 
bravery, and contributed by their example to the attainment of the brill- 
jant result. 

The conduct of Capt. Ezra Taylor, commanding Light Battery B, dur. 
ing the whole series of engagements was such as to distinguish him as a 
daring, yet cool and sagacious officer. Pushing his guns into positions 
that were swept by the enemy’s shot, he in person directed the posting 
of his sections, and in many instances himself sighted the guns. Such 
conduct found its natural reflection in the perfect < order and bravery that 
characterized his entire command. His battery of six pieces fired 1,700 
rounds of fixed ammunition during the engagement, being an average ot 
about 284 rounds to the gun. 

McAllister’s guns did good service. They were three 24-pounder how- 
itzers, without caissons and with a limited supply of ammunition and 
without a full complement of men. One of them lost a wheel, shotaway 
on the 13th, but supplied it from the limber. On the 15th the trail of 
another howitzer was broken, and it was rendered useless. They fired 
all their ammunition, about 50 rounds to the piece. | 

The cavalry of the brigade (Fourth Illinois, Colonel Dickey) did 
excellent service in reconnoitering and in holding the enemy in check 
on the right. Lieutenant-Colonel McCullough, Major Wallace, Captain 
Rockwood, and Captain Townsend are worthy of particular mention 
for services rendered. The field music and bands of the several regi- 
ments and corps rendered very effective service in taking care of the 
wounded, especially in the Eleventh and Twentieth Regiments. The 
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band of the Eleventh lost their instruments. The surgeons and hos- 
pital assistants of the entire command performed their painful but 
important duties in a manner highly creditable. To Surgeon Good- 
brake, acting brigade surgeon, I feel under especial obligations. Sur- 
geons Kittoe, of the Forty-fifth; Long, of the Eleventh ; Assistant Sur- 
geons Hunt, of the Eleventh ; : Luce, of the Fourth Cavalry ; ; and Young, 
of the Forty- eighth Illinois, ‘also rendered valuable assistance. I wish 
also to return thanks to Surgeon Edgar, of the Thirty-second Illinois, 
for attention to the wounded of my command. Chaplains Pearson, of 
the Eleventh, and Button, of the Twentieth, and Woodward, of the 
Forty-fifth, were indefatigable in their attentions to the wounded and in 
collecting and burying the dead. 

I wish also to call the attention of the general commanding the division 
to the conduct and bearing of my staffi—Lieut. Israel P. Rumsey, of Tay- 
lor’s battery, aide-de-camp and acting assistant adjutant-general, and 
Lieut. Guyon I. Davis, Eleventh Illinois, acting brigade quartermaster 
and commissary, also aide-de-camp. Active, ‘intelligent, ardent, and 
brave, they were ever ready to render any aid in their power, riding to 
every part of the field amid the hottest of the fire, and by their daring 
and coolness contributing much toward the success of the day. Artifi- 
cer George E. Church, of Taylor’s battery, who acted as one of my order- 
lies, is worthy of commendation for bravery and self-possession on the 
field. 

Many instances of individual daring occurred that are worthy of men- 
tion, but where all acted their part so nobly comparisons seem invidious. 
I cannot forbear citing two instances, to which my attention has been 
called by commanders of regiments: Corporal Smith, of Company E, 
Seventeenth Regiment, distinguished himself by great personal bravery 
in skirmishing with the enemy. Corporal Armstrong, of Company H, 
Eleventh Illinois, when the color-sergeant of the regiment was shot 
down and the colors fell, rushed to the spot, and seizing the flag bore it 
from the field amid a storm of balls. The flag itself was riddled with 
shot. 

In order to a due appreciation of the courage, endurance, and forti- 
tude of the men by whom this victory has been won, it must be borne 
in mind that they marched from Fort Henry without transportation or 
tents or rations except what they carried; that they were exposed for 
three days and nights without tents and almost without fires—being so 
near the enemy’s lines as to render fires imprudent; that the weather 
was extremely severe, two nights they were thus exposed being accom- 
panied with driving snow-storms and severe cold; that during the 
whole three days they were under fire, and were compelled to bivouac 
in line of battle with their arms in their hands; added to this, most of 
them had never seen a battle, and but few had ever heard a hostile 
shot. Under all these circumstances it is certainly just matter of con- 
gratulation that so long and fierce a conflict against an intrenched 
enemy, fighting on a position well known to him, unknown to us, and 
so greatly superior in artillery, has resulted so gloriously for our arms. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WwW. H. L. WALLACE, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade, First Division. 


Maj. M. BRAYMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant. General, First Division. L 
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No. 12. 
Report of Lieut. Col T. E. G@. Ransom, Eleventh Illinois Infantry. 


Hpqrs. 11TH INF., 2D Brie., 1st Div., ILLINOIS VOLS., 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 18, 1862. 


Siz: I have the honor to make the following report of the move- 
ments of my command during the 13th, 14th, and 15th instant: 

On the morning of the 13th instant my command, consisting of nine 
companies (Company D having been detached with Taylor’s battery), 
officers and men about 500, having the right of the brigade, took posi- 
tion behind the brow of a hill fronting the left of the enemy’s lines and 
within easy musket-range of their breastworks, which position I held 
during the day. Nothing of interest occurred. Towards evening I was 
ordered to move to the right, taking position in an opening immediately 
in front of a recent camp of the enemy, situated in a valley which passed 
down through an angle of the enemy’s field works, my right resting 
about 100 yards in front of the left of the Thirty-first Regiment [linois 
Volunteer Infantry and my left on the right of the Twentieth Illinois. 
Early in the evening strong pickets were thrown out along my entire 
front and on my right flank. Skirmishing was kept up at intervals 
during the night between my pickets and those of theenemy. Notwith- 
standing a severe storm of rain and snow during the whole night, my 
command was under arms most of the time. During the 14th instant 
nothing of special interest occurred. We occupied the same position as 
the day before. Many sharpshooters, some from my command and some 
from the Fourth Illinois Cavalry, did good execution by picking off the 
enemy as they exposed themselves above the breastworks. During the 
night my pickets were fired upon by the enemy. About midnight, 
when the firing became heavy, I ordered my men into line, where they 
remained for two hours. 

At daylight on the morning of the 15th, the firing on the extreme 
right (Colonel Oglesby’s brigade) being very heavy, I again ordered 
my men into line, where they remained. My pickets were drawn in, 
and I was attacked in front by a heavy force of the enemy, and after a 
sharp fight, lasting about three-quarters of an hour, we repulsed them 
with a loss of about 15 killed and 20 wounded. First Lieutenant Boyce, 
Company G, fell at his post early in this engagement, urging his men 
forward and sealing with his blood the sacredness of his cause. But a 
short time elapsed before we were again attacked by a large force, who 
brought their colors up in front of ours and not over 100 yards distant, 
when the fight again commenced with renewed energy. 

How long: this conflict lasted I am not able to state, but it was an 
exceedingly firm and bloody one, and after great loss on my part the 
enemy again fell back. In a few moments I was again attacked by a 
heavier force on my right flank. I immediately moved my command 
by the right flank to the rear until my right rested on the left of the 
Thirty-first Illinois (who had been severely engaged, and bravely main- 
tained their position up to this time), leaving three companies on my 
left to hold my first position in front. While the fight was raging 
Colonel Logan, commanding the Thirty-first Illinois, informed me that 
he was out of ammunition. Just at this time, my wound requiring 
attention, I turned over the command to Major Nevins, who promptly 
assumed the responsibility and bravely conducted the fight. Ina short 
time, assuming command, I moved my regiment under a galling fire by 
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the right flank to the position lately occupied by the Thirty-first, which 
position I held until attacked by a battalion of cavalry on and in the 
rear of my left flank, when I immediately ordered my regiment to retire. 
The movement was executed, but too Jate to prevent the cavalry from 
getting in rear of most of my command, who bravely cut their way 
through with terrible loss. I found what was left of the Eleventh a few 
hundred yards in the rear of our first position. Finding myself without 
support and short of ammunition, my command marched into the valley 
below and joined the brigade, remaining with them the balance of the 
day. I append a list of the killed, wounded, and missing of my com- 
mand. * 

It is entirely unnecessary for me to speak in this place of the faithful 
and gallant conduct of the officers and men under my command during 
this fatal day, for the record of the killed, wounded, and missing speaks 
in more emphatic language and fitting terms than I ean find words in this 
brief report to express; but I cannot fail here to mention the invineible 
courage, bravery, and coolness of Major Nevins and Adjutant Dickey, 
always at their posts, particularly executing orders and gallantly urging 
the men to stem the terrible torrent both by word and action; the gal- 
lant Shaw, captain of Company B, who was twice wounded but stiil 
‘kept his place, bravely doing his duty until stricken down by a fatal 
Shot; the noble bearing and determined conduct of the color-guard, all 
of whom were either killed or wounded, and yet kept their colors flying 
until none were left but Corporal Armstrong, Company H, who, though 
wounded and cut otf by the cavalry, brought the colors from the field, 
and the faithful and diligent attention of the surgeons, assisted by the 
members of the band and field music, to the wounded, in promptly 
carrying them from the field and dressing their wounds and using every 
exertion to make them comfortable. 

I desire here to express my grateful appreciation of the valuable 
services of Surgeons Dow and Luce, of the Fourth Cavalry Illinois Vol- 
‘unteers, and other surgeons whose names I do not know, in administer- 
ing to the wants and sufferings of the wounded of my command on the 
field after the battle. . 

Respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 
T. E. G. RANSOM, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Eleventh Illinois Infantry. 


Lieut. I. P. Rumsey, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Brig., First Div., Illinois Vols. 





_ No. 13. 
Report of Col. C. C. Marsh, Twentieth IUinois Infantry. 


Hpgrs. 20TH INF., 2D Bria., 18ST Div., ILLINOIS VOLS., 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 17, 1862. 
Sir: In compliance with orders I make the following report of tie 
movements of my command during the 13th, 14th, and 15th instant: 
On the morning of the 13th my regiment with the rest of the brigade 
was formed in line of battle near the brow of the hill fronting the right 
of the enemy’s fortifications. Nothing of special interest affecting my 
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command occurred during the day. Towards evening I was ordered to 
move to the right and took position on a ridge facing the outworks of 
the rebels’ left, the Eleventh Hlinois being on my right and the Forty- 
eighth Illinois on my left. Shortly after taking position it commenced 
raining, turning in a short time into snow, and bitterly cold. My regi- 
ment was under arms nearly the whole night, the frequent skirmishes 
between our pickets and those of the enemy leading me to fear an attack 
at any moment. At daylight on the morning of the 14th I ordered fires 
started and coffee made tor my command, our close proximity to the 
enemy forbidding the use of fires during the night. Most of this day 
was spent in watching the movements of the enemy and employing my 
sharpshooters in picking off the rebels as they exposed themselves above 
the breastworks. This night was passed very similarly to the preced- 
ing one, my men bearing the exposure to the cold and the fatigue with 
exemplary patience. 

At daybreak on the morning of the 15th instant repeated volleys of 
musketry on the right caused me to form in line of battle. I soou ascer- 
tained that the firing was caused by the enemy’s attacking the I‘irst 
Brigade, Colonel Oglesby, posted on the extreme right of our line. I 
immediately strengthened my skirmishers, whom I had kept out all 
night, giving instructions to report from time to time the movements of | 
the enemy, and, if attacked, to endeavor to drive back their advance, 
and not retreat until forced to do so by superior force. Matters conr 
tinued thus for some two hours, the firing on the right being without 
intermission. At this time the officers in command of the skirmishers 
informed me that the enemy were advancing in my front. In afew 
moments my advance were driven back, and almost immediately the 
rebels appeared, coming over the brow of the hill. Not waiting to 
receive their attack, I ordered my command to advance, which they did 
in admirable order, driving the rebels steadily before them till they 
broke and ran. Advancing in pursuit, I was suddenly met by a fresh 
force of the enemy, who at once opened fire upon me. Still moving for- 
ward, I succeeded in forcing them to retreat, and, following them up till 
running short of ammunition, I drew back in good order to my first 
position, and sent back for a fresh supply of ammunition. I remained 
here without further molestation from the enemy till ordered to march 
to the left. Shortly after taking my original position the Eleventh [lli- 
nois, on my right, became engaged, and at the time of my being ordered 
off the field were still fighting bravely. Had I received a fresh supply 
of ammunition I would gladly have gone to their assistance. 

I may be pardoned for speaking with pride of the behavior of my 
entire command, officers and men. During the action the fine order 
and the coolness and courage with which they advanced in the face 
of a terrible and continued fire meets my hearty commendation. My 
every order was promptly and correctly executed and to my complete 
satisfaction. 

Could my record end here I would be indeed happy, but the painful 
duty yet remains to report the loss of many of my bravemen. My lieu- 
tenant-colonel, William Erwin, was killed quite early in the action, 
being struck in the breast by a round shot from one of the enemy’s 
guns. <A cool, brave officer, a noble man, he gloriously fell in the exe- 
cution of his duty, adding in his death new laurels he long since won 
on the bloody field of Buena Vista. His commander sadly regrets the 
occasion which calls forth this feeble tribute to his memory. Color-Ser: 
geant Newton and his entire color-guard, except one corporal, were either 
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killed or wounded. I herewith append a list of the killed, wounded, 
and missing of my command.* My field music and band were employed 
during the action in removing the wounded and dead from the field, 
thus rendering efficient aid and permitting me to retain all my fighting 
men in the ranks. 

Tendering my congratulations on the glorious victory and capture of 
Fort Donelson, I have the honor to remain, your very obedient servant, 

C. C. MARSH, 
Colonel Twentieth Regiment Ilinois Inf., 2d Brig., Illinois Vols. 


Lieut. I. P. Rumsey, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 1st Div., Illinois Vols. 





No. 14. 
Report of Col. John E. Smith, Forty-fifth Illinois Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS WASHBURN LEAD MINE REGIMENT, 
FORTY-FIFTH ILLINOIS INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Fort Donelson, February 17, 1862. 


Siz: In obedience to orders I took position with my comman1 on the 
morning of the 15th instant on the left of the Twentieth Ilinois Infantry 
and opposite to the lett wing of the enemy’s forces. My men were not 
brought into action until 1 o’clock p. m. of the same day, at which time 
I was ordered to the support of the Forty-ninth Illinois Infantry, who 
were engaging the enemy about 800 yards from the position I then 
occupied. This order my regiment executed with promptness and stead- . 
iness. The advance was made up a slope of ground upon the summit 
of which the enemy were strongly intrenched and from which they 
poured forth a heavy and continued fire of musketry. Notwithstanding 
the severe ordeal to which my regiment was subjected in making this 
charge our line of battle remained unbroken, and the men marched 
bravely on until we reached a position in front of the Forty-ninth Illi- 
nois Regiment and within 50 yards of the enemy’s breastworks, where 
we halted and opened fire upon them at this point. Our engagement 
was sharp, and lasted about an hour. Finding that the rebels were in 
great force, and being unsupported (the Forty-ninth Illinois having 
retired), 1 deemed it prudent to change my position to one in the ravine 
that skirted the hill, and wait for re-enforcements. In making this 
movement, the right wing retired first, under the protection of the left 
wing, the latter giving the enemy a murderous volley, that drove them 
back behind their intrenchments. While waiting for re-enforcements I 
received an order to retire my regiment to the right of McAllister’s bat- 
tery. The retreat was made in good order, the rear of the battalion 
occasionally exchanging shots with the enemy. During that night and 
the day and night following the action of my regiment consisted in 
skirmishing by company with sharpshooters of the enemy. | 

On the morning of the 15th instant an attack was made by the enemy 
upon McAllister’s battery. I immediately ordered my regiment forward, 
and with a charge drove the assailants back. This position we held for 
over two hours, keeping up a continual though irregular skirmish with 
the rebels. About 2 o’clock the same day I received your order to take 
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position on the right of the Forty-eighth Illinois, which order I obeyed, 
and did not again bring my regiment into action. . 

Below you will find reports of losses sustained by the regiment in 
the late engagement.* 1t will be perceived that the mortality of the 
regiment was slight, which is attributed to the fact that my men never 
fell into confusion. 

In closing this report I cannot too highly commend the bravery of 
both the officers and men under my command. No body of soldiers 
were ever subjected to a more dangerous and exposed position than the 
one occupied by my regiment on the 13th instant; yet they did not 
flinch, but, on the contrary, maintained their ground with the most per- 
fect self-possession and determined bravery. They fought well, did 
much execution, and brought credit upon themselves. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JOHN KE. SMITH, 
Colonel, Commanding Forty-fifth Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 


Col. W. H. L. WALLACE, 
Commanding Second Brigade. 





No. 15. 
Reports of Colonel Isham N. Haynie, Forty-eighth Illinois Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS FORTY-EIGHTH ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
Fort Donelson, February 17, 1862. 


Siz: I have hesitated as to whether it is properly my duty to make 
a written report of the attempt, on Thursday, the 13th of February, by 
the three regiments then temporarily under my command, to storm the 
enemy’s redoubts to the south of the main fort, from the fact that the 
action occurred under your own immediate observation. I have, how- 
ever, concluded there can be no impropriety in it, and I herewith sub- 
mit my report of the same. 

On the morning of Thursday, the 13th instant, I became temporarily 
detached from the brigade under Col. W. H. L. Wallace, of the Eleventh 
Illinois Volunteers, having about the time the brigade were ready to 
move from their camp grounds of the preceding night received orders 
to remain where the regiment had encamped, for the purpose of sup- 
porting a battery which had been placed immediately in front of the 
center of the Forty-eighth Illinois Volunteers, under my command. In 
obedience to this order [remained with this battery, whilst the remainder 
of the brigade moved to the eastward. During the time I was thus 
detached your orders were communicated to me, by which I was directed 
to form my regiment upon the left of the Seventeenth Illinois Volun- 
teers—this last regiment then being formed upon the left of the Forty- 
ninth Regiment and both being to my right, removed about 500 yards. 
I at once ordered the Forty-eighth Regiment to be formed at the point 
indicated, and as soon as it was done I proceeded to the extreme right 
of the whole line for the purpose of conferring with Colonel Morrison, 
before then in command of the Seventeenth and Forty-ninth Regiments. 
I there met Colonel Morrison, with Captain Stewart, your aide, and was 
for the first time then informed that it was your orders for these three 
regiments (Seventeenth, Forty-cighth, and Forty-ninth) tostorm aredoubt 
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of the enemy’s to our front and not far removed from us. Colonel Mor- 
rison at once expressed his willingness to yield command of the column 
to me; and with some reluctance, not having any orders from you on 
this point, I assumed command of the same, and under the direction 
and guidance of Captain Stewart, your aide, had them formed in line of 
battle in the Dover road, fronting ° toward the redoubts, and distant less 
than a quarter of a mile from us. The order of position of said regi- 
ments was not changed by me, and this placed Colonel Morrison and 
the Forty-ninth Regiment on the right; the Seventeenth, under Major 
Smith (colonel and lieutenant-colonel being absent), in the center, and 
the Forty-eighth Regiment (my own), under Lieut. Col. Thomas H. 
Smith, now deceased, on the left. 

Immediately on the formation of the line of battle I directed each 
regimental commander to deploy skirmishers along the front of the 
whole line of their respective regiments and to throw them forward 
frem 80 to 100 yards in advance of the main column. . This being done, 
the commandants of regiments were further directed to communicate 
with me at or about the center of the brigade (center of Seventeenth 
Regiment) in case of necessity, and to control their movements upon 
the right and left wings by the center; whereupon I at once ordered 
the whole line forward towards the enemy’s redoubts, situated upon the 
summit of the opposite hill. 

The entire line advanced in good order and with alacrity until the 
redoubts of the enemy were approached to within a short distanée, 
where from their rifle pits and earthen breastworks, which greatly pro- 
tected them, the enemy opened a brisk and galling fire upon us. At 
the same time the enemvy’s batteries, situated so as to be concealed from 
us and not before known to bear upon us, were opened and a well. 
directed fire of shell and canister poured upon our ranks, notwith- 
standing which our lines continued to advance until almost up to the 
redoubts of the enemy. In the mean time information which I regarded 
as reliable reached me that the enemy were in force behind their works 
and well protected by six guns planted immediately in their rear, and 
also by cannon situated to their west and north. As quickly as possible 
I proceeded to ascertain the truth, and became satisfied of the facts. 

The entire line had then been held under a brisk and galling fire for 
nearly an hour. Colonel Morrison, commanding Forty-ninth Illinois 
Volunteers, had by this time been wounded whilst gallantly leading his 
men upon the redoubts, and was carried from the field. Other parts of 
the line had suffered considerably, and seeing that the redoubt could 
not be taken without great destruction and loss of life, I at length re- 
luctantly gave the order to retire down the hill a short distance and 
await your orders. This was done by the entire line in good order and 
without confusion, and was, greatly to my gratification, sanctioned by 
yourself when reported by me to you. 

_ In this action I am happy to be able to bear testimony to the good 
conduct of the officers and men of the whole command. All of them 
under my own observation, with perhaps a solitary exception, labored 
with the utmost daring and gallantry, challenging my admiration by 
their heroism and meriting from their general the highest confidence. 
I have the honor to Y be, respectfully, 
I. N. HAYNITE, 


Colonel Forty-eighth I linots Volunteer Infantry. 


_ Maj. Gen. JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 
Commanding First Division I linois Volunteers. 
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HEADQUARTERS FoRTY-EIGHTH ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 18, 1862. 


Stg : In obedience to your order, I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report of the several actions in which the Iorty-eighth Illinois 
Volunteers, under my command, were engaged during February 13, 14, 
and 15 instant at this place: | 

On the evening of the 12th instant we encamped south of Tort Don- 
elson and about 1,000 yards from the redoubts of the enemy, the Elev- 
enth and Twentieth Illinois Volunteers on our right and the Forty-fifth 
on our left, with a battery between the Forty- eighth and Torty-fifth. 
In this position we remained until the 13th. Early on the morning of 
this day (13th) your orders were communicated to me to move with ‘the 
balance of the Second Brigade and occupy some position on the eleva- 
tion to the east of us and southeast of the enemy’s works, and when 
about ready to take up the line of march a battery of three guns, be- 
longing to Captain Taylor’s artillery, was planted immediately in front 
of my center, and orders reached. me to remain and support this battery 
with my regiment. By this time our battery had opened upon the en- 
emy, and were sharply replied to by them from their works. I at once 
ordered my regiment behind the brow or apex of the hill and remained 
there under cover, but within a very short distance to the rear of it. 

The other three regiments had in the mean time moved off in a direc- 
tion to our right, in obedience to your order, leaving the Iorty-eighth 
separated from the brigade. While supporting this battery I had for 
the first time an opportunity of witnessing the conduct of the Forty- 
eighth Regiment while under fire of the enemy. Several shot and shell 
fell i in our midst, but did not kill or wound any one, though several made 
narrow escapes. 

After the battery in front of us had ceased firing orders were conveyed 
to me from General McClernand to move with the Forty-eighth Regi- 
ment and form on the left of the Seventeenth [linois Regiment, the 
latter at that time being formed on the left of the Forty-ninth Illinois 
Volunteers (Colonel Morrison), and both being on my right and distant 
from me about 500 yards. This l immediately did. As soon as my line 
was formed I immediately communicated with Colonel Morrison (before 
then in command of the Forty-ninth and Seventeenth), and being the 
ranking officer of the three regiments then in line (Colonel Ross, of the 
Seventeenth, being absent), I ‘assumed command of the whole. 

At the same time I was informed that it was General McClernand’s 
order that these regiments were to make the attempt to storm the en- 
emy’s redoubts on an elevation southeasterly from their main fort and 
not far from where the three regiments were then inline. I immediately 
had the whole column put ‘in motion and formed them in line of bat- 
tle to the southeast of the redoubt which we were to attack. I[ placed 
the Forty-ninth Regiment, under command of Colonel Morrison, on the 
right; the Seventeenth, under Major Smith, in the center, and the Forty- 
eighth, under Lieutenant: Colonel Smith, on the left, and taking my.own 
position in the center of the Seventeenth Regiment, T ordered the whole 
to advance upon the redoubt, then distant less than a quarter of a mile. 

In the mean time I had ordered each regiment to deploy one company 
as skirmishers along its entire front. In this order the whole line ad- 
vanced through thick underbrush and with great difficulty (except on 
the right, where the way was open and not so obstructed), ‘until within 
a short range of the redoubt. At this moment, and rather unexpectedly, 
the enemy opened a brisk fire upen our lines from behind their works, 
and also from batteries situated behind them so as to be concealed from 
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us. Immediately the fire was returned from our line with spirit, and it 
continued steadily to approach the enemy’s works, firing continually 
upon them as fast as any one of them could be discovered behind the 
embankments. As near as I can judge, we maintained our position 
under this most galling fire of rifle, shot, and shell for an hour. I had 
in the mean time ascertained that six pieces of artillery were planted 
immediately in our front and within short range of us, and that, besides 
these, one battery on the hill to the west and another to the westward 
commanded the point we were assaulting. Itherefore thought it useless 
to hold the men under it longer, and reluctantly ordered the line to re- 
tire 40 paces down the hill and await orders from General McClernand, 
to whom I at once reported (orally) as above. The whole line, under 
my orders, retired as commanded, without confusion and in good order, 
and awaited my return from reporting as above mentioned. 

During this engagement, and while leading his regiment in the most 
gallant and daring manner, Colonel Morrison was seriously, but not dan- 
gerously, wounded. : 

I cannot give you any estimate of the killed and wounded in the 
Forty-ninth and Seventeenth, but know it was considerable.* In my own 
regiment there was 1 man killed, to wit, Private W. G. Logan, Company 
A, and 8 men wounded. 

In this action I may be allowed to say that all the officers and men 
behaved with great gallantry under a most galling fire. As soon as I 
reported the condition of the defenses upon the hill, which were dis- 
covered by me, General McClernand directed me to retire to a position 
of safety down the hill-side, and there occupy it until further orders. 
This was done by the whole command in the best order possible and with- 
out any confusion. 

I had almost omitted to say that while engaged in the attack the 
Forty-fifth Regiment, Colonel Smith, was sent to support the right (Forty- 
ninth), and also bebaved in a highly creditable and gallant manner. Of 
this, however, I had not received notice until I found them on the right 
in action. 

In the mean time the other three regiments of the Second Brigade 
had removed farther away to the east, on a range of hills which encom- 
passed the enemy’s fortifications, and here, towards night-fall, the Forty- 
eighth Regiment was ordered to join them, which we did, and formed in 
thesame order that we had thenight before, viz: Eleventh and Twentieth 
on the right and the Forty-fifth on the left of the Forty-eighth Regiment. 
This position was within range of rifle-shot from the enemy’s embank- 
ments, and during the whole of this night (13th) the regiment remained 
under arms with skirmishers deployed, suffering intensely from the rain 
and sleet and cold, and but little from the enemy’s shot, from which we 
were only protected by an intervening elevation, behind which we 
formed. | 

During February 14 the Forty-eighth Regiment remained in the same 
position, subject to and within easy range of the enemy’s cannon, from 
which during the day shot and shell were often discharged at the point 
immediately toour front. So completely were we subjected to the fire 
from these cannon and from their sharpshooters, that noone could show 
himself without shots being aimed at him. 

The evening of the 14th found us so much exhausted from continual 
and incessant watchfulness and exposure during the preceding days 
and nights that the men were but poorly prepared for another night like 
the previous one; still the officers and men, with a spirit of heroism 
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which merited and received my highest admiration, prepared themselves 
for any emergency of the occasion. Our arms were all put in good 
order, and each man remained with his arms ready and expecting an 
attack during the night or early next day. Our skirmishers were con- 
tinually deployed during the night, and occasionally exchanged shots 
with the skirmishers of the enemy. | 

In the morning, just after day and before early breakfast, firing bezan 
up to the right and soon after extended itself towards our position. I 
ordered the regiment to be formed and in line of battle. The men and 
officers responded promptly and formed at once. It was but ashort time 
after we were formed and ready before we were fired upon by the enemy, 
who came up in force on the opposite side of the hill. Our skirmishers 
were compelled to retreat and formed upon the left. While in retreat 
Lieutenant Stephenson, of Company B, who had command of the skir- 
mishers, was wounded seriously, but not fatally. Immediately the firing 
began and became general along the whole line of the Forty-eighth until 
the enemy in our front were driven back in confusion and compelled to 
retire behind their works. During all the action a battery of two guns 
to our left and two from our front were playing rapidly upon the point 
we occupied, and, although seemingly well worked, we escaped with but 
few wounded from their shot or shell. Our ammunition in the mean time 
was nearly exhausted; still we remained here after the enemy were re- 
pulsed at our front until, I think, near 1 p.m., when orders were received 
to retire by the left flank. This was done by wy regiment in the best 
possible order and without any appearance of fear or panic. 

During the action on this day we lost 7 killed, 51 wounded, and 3 
missing. Among those killed I deeply regret to report the death of 
Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Smith, who received a mortal wound early in the 
action and died within an hour. He fell gallantly urging the right wing 
forward to the position from which we repulsed the enemy. His loss 
was deeply felt by me during the day and will be profoundly lamented 
by all who knew him. He was a brave and gallant officer, a tirm friend, 
a generous enemy, and an upright and honorable man. 

In obedience to the order to retire by the left flank we proceeded to a 
point about one mile towards the west and halted. The enemy, think- 
ing that we were in retreat and not supported, made another attack at 
this point, but were repulsed. My regiment, with the balance of the 
brigade, retired to the position assigned us—to the south of the enemy’s 
works aboct 1 mile—and there remained for the night. 

On the following morning, about 10 o’clock, the fort having surren- 
dered, the Forty-eighth, with the other regiments of the Second Brigade, 
marched into the enemy’s fortifications. 

I cannot speak in too high praise of the conduct of my officers and 
men (with one exception, and his resignation I herewith inclose for your 
approval) during the entire time of the several actions we were in. I 
have not failed to have them at any time entirely subject to my control. 
The utmost coolness, presence of mind, and daring was manifested by 
them all. 

Maj. W. W. Sanford especially, by his coolness and ability during the 
action, rendered me very great aid, as did all the officers of the line who 
were not wounded, and I commend them all to your favorable notice and 
consideration. . 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours, &c., 
; Sg . I. N. HAYNIE, . 
Colonel, Commanding Forty-eighth Illinois Volunteers. 


Col. W. H L. WALLACE, 
Comdg. Second Brigade, First Division, Illinois Volunteers. 
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Report of Capt. Edward McAllister, Battery D, First Illinois Light 
Artillery. 


Fort DONELSON, TENN., February 17, 1862. 


Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of the share 
my battery bore in the siege of Fort Donelson: 

Wednesday, February 12, I took up position on the hill west of the 
enemy’s works and bivouacked on the hill. Thursday morning I 
opened fire on two batteries, one on the right and one opposite our own 
position. After throwing a few shell, to obtain the length of fuse and 
elevation, I was ordered to cease firing and take a better position on 
the same hill. I selected a point, and about noon opened on the four- 
gun battery through an opening in which I could see the foe. Our fire 
was promptly returned with such precision that they cut our right wheel 
on howitzer No.3intwo:. I had no spare wheel, and had to take one off 
the limber to continue the fight. I then moved all my howitzers over 
to the west slope of the ridge and loaded under cover of it, and ran the 
pieces up by hand until I could get the exact elevation. The recoil 
would throw the guns back out of sight, and thus we continued the 
fight until the enemy’s battery was silenced. They threw four shots 
to our one, but owing to the way I conducted our firing after losing the 
wheel it was harmless. I was then ordered to move around to the south, 
and took position with howitzers Nos. 1 and 3 opposite and midway 
between the two batteries on hills to the right and left of us. How- 
itzer No. 2 was advanced 150 yards farther to the right. I fired three 
rounds to get elevation and length of fuse that night. Iriday no action 
until our gunboats retired, when both batteries opposite opened on us, 
compelling us to move our horses far down the slope in rear of the 
Forty-fifth Regiment. 

In obedience to orders I opened on the enemy again, completely 
silencing them with about 20 shell. Howitzer No. 1 broke its trail short 
off by its own recoil on the frozen ground and was completely disabled 
thereby. Saturday morning I opened fire before sunrise. The enemy 
had planted a six-gun battery on the lower ground forward to the right, 
their three batteries of fourteen guns forming a crescent, my position 
being in the focus. I fought our guns by the same tactics used the first 
day. I directed the fire of the right howitzer on the enemy’s right bat- 
tery, using three-second fuse at 2 degrees elevation. Our shell and 
shrapnel proving troublesome, they sent a body of skirmishers, that 
approached our right piece, and poured in so close a volley, that we 
were driven from the gun. The Forty-tifth advanced, and after a sharp 
skirmish repulsed them. I continued the firing with coolness and pre- 
cision until my last round of ammunition had been expended. Ten 
minutes afterwards an order to retreat by the left came to me, and 
before I could throw my saddle on iy horse I was left by the Forty- 
fifth Regiment and the single gun of Taylor’s battery, whose teams were 
hitched on. The Parrott gun had left some time before. I got all the 
teams I could and hitched on to the left gun, but it was so heavy we 
could not haul it through the brush, and abandoned it, bringing off the 
limber. I started with two teams to hitch up the right piece, but before 
reaching it received a heavy volley from the enemy, then in full sight 
and charging on the gun. All attempt to save it then was hopeless, 
and I reluctantiy ordered my drivers to retreat and followed them. 

My men and officers behaved well. First Lieut. George J. Wood acted 
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gunner, commanding and pointing No. 1 until it was disabled by the 
broken trail, afterwards rendering all the assistance he could to the 
other pieces. Lieutenant Borland commanded and pointed No. 3, 
replacing his broken wheel, and continued to point to the last, fighting 
with chivalric gallantry. Private Thomas Henry, acting as postilion 
when moving, volunteered and acted as No. 1 of gun squad on howitzer 
No. 2 all through the fight. Many others, privates and non-commis- 
sioned officers, fought like heroes, and have my heartfelt thanks and 
gratitude. I had mortally wounded Jason Cheny, by a shrapnel; died 
next morning. Slightly wounded, Joel A. Boggen, by the same. Both 
were at their posts. We lost 11 horses, 5 sets harness, 2 mules, 10 tents 
40 knapsacks, 65 blankets, 4 saddles complete, 20 canteens, and 70 
rations. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

EK. McALLISTER, 
Captain Artillery, Second Brigade. 
Col. W. H. L. WALLACE, 
Comdg. Second Brigade, First Division, Illinois Volunteers. 





No. 17. 
Report of Capt. Ezra Taylor, Battery Bb, First Illinois Light Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS TAYLOR’S BATTERY, . 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 18, 1862. 


COLONEL: I have the honor respectfully to submit the following 
report of the part taken by the battery under my command in the 
series of actions which resulted in the reduction of Fort Donelson: 

My force consisted of 120 men, rank and file, four 6-pounder field 
guns, two 12-pounder howitzers, and 92 horses, with 1,730 rounds of 
fixed ammunition. My guns were first brought into action opposite 
the strong redoubt in the center of the enemy’s works at 9.30 o’clock 
on Thursday morning, at a range of 800 yards. The enemy responded 
from a field battery, but only at intervals. We continued to advance 
up the road, and at about 12 o’clock the right and left sections of my 
battery took up a position within 200 yards of the enemy’s left wing. 
Four secession flags were flying at this point. Before my guns were 
unlimbered the enemy had opened a fierce fire of artillery and mus- 
ketry, killing 1 of my men and severely wounding 2 others. The guns 
were got into action as soon as possible, and in half an hour I had suce- 
ceeded in silencing the enemy’s batteries opposite, but the enemy’s 
sharpshooters kept up a continuous fire from the rifle pits just outside 
of their breastworks. 

During the night the enemy changed the position of all his guns 
which bore on my position, as, with the experience of the day, I had 
secured a perfect range on all his batteries which I had been able to 
discover. At daylight Friday morning, discovering the change in the 
enemy’s position and he not opening fire, I removed my battery some 
590 yards back to a ravine to water and feed my horses and there. 
awaited orders, which were not received until nearly dark, when my 
whole battery was ordered to take up position near the place we first 
occupied on the preceding day. Saturday morning at daylight the 
enemy opened a terrific cannonade on us from six different batteries, thus 
exposing us to a tremendous cross-fire, which we promptly returned, 
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firing as rapidly as the guns could be worked. By a judicious disposition 
of my guns I was enabled to hold six of the enemy’s batteries, consisting 
of thirty-six guns, as I have since learned, in check during the day. 
The rebel infantry repeatedly charged upon our position, but by a gener- 
ous distribution of canister shot they were driven back in confusion. 

At 11 o’clock I found that the whole of the right wing of our forces 
had given way and that we were exposed to an attack on the flank, 
and, in compliance with your order, I retired to the top of the next hill, 
where a large body of infantry were placed in position to support the 
battery. Only two of my guns were placed in action here, as the sup- 
ply of ammunition was nearly exhausted, but Company A, Chicago 
Light Artillery, of General Wallace’s division, coming up just at that 
time, I was enabled to borrow a supply of canister, and on the rebels 
making a last desperate charge it was administered with a very good’ 
effect, and their forces were soon on the full retreat. 

Thus terminated the action so far as my battery was concerned. My 
loss in killed and wounded was as follows: Private Oscar E. Beckers, 
killed. Wounded severely, Sergt. James F. Whittle, Corp. B. Frank- 
lin Lilly, Privates Tyler A. Mason and Charles H. Machin; slightly 
wounded, Corp. William H. Prince, Privates William W. Lowrie, Fran- 
cis N. Marion, and Charles W. Pierce. One thousand and seven hun- 
dred rounds of fixed ammunition were fired during the action. It is 
with great satisfaction that I am enabled to report that all my com- 
mand behaved with as much coolness as if on parade. When all con- 
ducted themselves so gallantly it would be invidious to discriminate. To 
Company D, of the Eleventh Illinois Regiment, which you detached to 
Support my command, I am under great obligations, and under the ex- 
hausted condition of my horses and some of my men it is certain that 
my battery would have been much less effective were it not for their 
valuable services, which were always promptly rendered. To the Seven- 
teenth Illinois Regiment Infantry, who supported me during the morn- 
ing and were always on the alert, ready for action, I also wish to express 
my thanks. 

I beg leave to call your attention to the annexed list of losses sus- 
tained during the siege.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EZRA TAYLOR, 
Captain Light Battery B, Illinois Volunteers. 


Col. W. H. L. WALLACE, 
Commanding Second Brigade, First Division. 





No. 18. 


Report of Col. Leonard F. Ross, Seventeenth Illinois Infantry, com- 
_ manding Third Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, First DIVISION, 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 25, 1862. 


In obedience to your order requiring a report of the movements and 
operations of the troops under my command during the investment and 
siege of this place I have the honor to submit the following: 

On Saturday, the 15th instant, at about 1 o’clock p. m., I reported 
myself to you for duty, and was at once assigned to the command of a 
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brigade composed of the Seventeenth and Forty-ninth Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry. Soon after taking command I was ordered to the right of 
our line for the purpose of supporting General Wallace, who was engag- 
ing the enemy on that part of the field. On reporting the re-enforce- 
ments so sent to General Wallace I by his order took position on his 
left and advanced, first sending forward two companies deployed as 
Skirmishers. We continued to advance until we reached the summit of 
a hill previously occupied by Taylor’s battery, the skirmishers having 
advanced meantime beyond the summit of the hill in view of the enemy’s 
batteries, and drew from them a heavy discharge of grape, canister, and 
shrapnel. The space between our lines and the works of the enemy 
being examined, and no enemy appearing in the intervening space, I 
ordered my command to fall back about twenty paces behind the sum- 
mit toa more secure position, holding the two companies of skirmishers 
as an advance guard. This position we continued to occupy until dark, 
when by your order I withdrew for the night. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 7 
L. F. ROSS, 
Colonel Seventeenth Illinois, Commanding Third Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. JouN A. MCCLERNAND, 
Commanding First Division, District West Tennessee. 





No. 19. 


Report of Col. William R. Morrison, Forty-ninth Illinois Infantry, 
commanding Third Brigade. 


Hpqrs. FORTY-NINTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS INFANTRY, 
fort Donelson, Tenn., February 28, 1862. 


GENERAL: Having been assigned to the command of that portion of 
the Third Brigade of your First Division brought against Fort Donelson 
in the late engagement, resulting in its fall, I have the honor to report 
that in the evening of the 11th instant I left the encampment near 
Fort Henry with my command, numbering in the aggregate 1,377 
effective men, composed as follows: Of my own, the Forty-ninth Regi- 
ment Illinois Volunteers, numbering 627, and the Seventeenth Illinois 
Volunteers, Maj. Francis M. Smith commanding, numbering 750. The 
sick, ailing, and detailed for guard remained with the baggage in the 
encampment. Marching by the Dover Ridge road 3 miles, we encamped 
_ for the night at the junction of the lower Dover road, extending pickets 
1 mile on this road for the protection of right rear of First Brigade, 
Colonel Oglesby, my command forming the reserve corps of your 
division. | 

In the early morning of the 12th, when directed by you personally to 
do so, I marched directly upon Fort Donelson, following immediately 
upon the rear of Colonel Oglesby’s brigade, coming into a cleared valley 
some 2 miles in front of Fort Donelson. About the hour of 1 o’clock Dp. 
m., receiving orders to that effect, my command was quickly drawn up 
in line of battle, then marched up the plain towards the hill in front 
and on our right, which was understood to be occupied by the enemy. 
In executing this movement, the troops, encouraged by your presence 
in advance, swept over underbrush, fences, ravines, and brooks in the 
best possible order, casting away their knapsacks, overcoats, and every 
inconvenience to their most speedy advance. Arriving at the foot of 
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the hill, I was directed by you to form on the hill-top and engage im- 
mediately whatever force might oppose me. The high ground being 
reached, a few camp fires were the only lingering evidences of the pres- 
ence of an opposing force. From this point we marched directly to the 
front, passing from one to another of the many ridges, until the one 
overlooking Fort Donelson was reached, encountering no portion of the 
enemy’s forces. From thence descending the hill, in obedience to your 
order to that effect, I took my position in line of battle, immediately on 
the left of the First Brigade, thus forming the center of your first 
division, and slept for the night upon our arms in front of the enemy’s 
works and within range of his guns. 

With Thursday morning, 13th, you commenced, or rather continued, 
gradually to close in upon the right with your first (Colonel Oglesby’s) 
brigade, which was supported by the Third Brigade, under my com- 
mand, until about 10 o’clock, when I was directed to take a position in 
the valley below and in range of the enemy’s guns, where I took a posi- 
tion assigued by your direction, with instructions to await orders, unless 
attacked by the enemy. Finding my lett (of the Seventeenth), which 
extended up the ridge, exposed to a fire now being provoked by Mc- 
Allister’s battery from the enemy’s guns upon the main fort (enemy’s 
right), I caused the left flank to be thrown back behind the ridge, and 
rested upon dur arms, awaiting orders, until about 12.30 o’clock p. m., 
up to which time we had been greeted with occasional shot and shell 
from the enemy, but no casualty had occurred. Here I received intelli- 
gence that you desired me to make the first assault upon the enemy’s 
works, with an order to move against the enemy’s redoubts to my right 
as soon as Colonel Haynie, of the Forty-eighth Illinois, who, I was in- 
formed was ordered to support me, should report to me. I was notified 
in a very few minutes by Colonel Haynie that he had formed on my left, 
and that he believed he ranked me. Knowing that this was no time 
to dispute about a question of rank, I observed to Colonel Haynie that 
I would conduct the brigade to the point from which the attack was to 
be made, when he could take command, if he desired to do so. That 
point being reached, and the line of battle in which order you had di- 
rected me to move against the enemy’s works being formed, I reported 
to Colonel Haynie, who, neither declining nor assuming the command, 
said, ‘Colonel, let us take it” (meaning the enemy’s redoubt) “ together.” 
Supposing myself then to be in command of the brigade assigned to 
me (Forty-ninth and Seventeenth Regiments), skirmishers were quickly 
thrown forward and the column ordered to advance, the Forty-ninth 
forming the right, the Seventeenth the center, and the Forty-eighth the 
left. Having more confidence in the Seventeenth (not in their superior 
courage, but in their power for efficiency in an assault, acquired by 
length of service and consequent skill in the use of arms, as well as in 
evolutions and movements in the field, and having entire confidence in 
the ability and courage of Major Smith, commanding, and Captain 
Harding and Adjutant Ryan, in charge of the right and left flanks of 
that regiment), I took immediate command of my own (Forty-ninth) 
regiment. 

The troops moved forward with much spirit and eagerness, sweeping 
down the hill some 200 yards through the thick brush in perfect order, 
at once commencing the ascent of the opposite ridge or mound upon the 
top of which the redoubt was situated. For some distance from its base 
a portion of the timber had been removed from the hill-side to be passed 
over by the troops on the right, and the Forty-ninth were therefore 
enabled to advance with greater speed than the other forces. Approach. 
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ing within about 50 paces of the breastworks of the enemy we encoun- 
tered an almost impassable abatis, made by felling small trees crosswise 
of each other, the tops always meeting us, the difficulty increasing the 
nearer we approached the breastworks, where brush had been piled 
upon brush, with the sharpened ends confronting us. The fortifications 
were so constructed as to be re-enforced without the knowledge of those 
making the assault and without exposing their re-enforcements to our 
guns upon any of the surrounding heights, while the redoubt itself con- 
tained a battery of four guns, and was supported by the redoubts on 
our right and left, mounting several guns within good range. What was 
the exact force in the intrenchments and rifle pits behind the enemy’s 
works I am not able tosay, but the States of Tennessee, Mississippi, and 
Arkansas were all represented, and the force is reported to have been 
very large. | | 

We had advanced to within less than fifty paces of the enemy’s works | 
without his offering any opposition, and were making our way slowly 
but surely, when our skirmishers commenced drawing the fire of the 
enemy, who was undoubtedly waiting for us. I had now obtained a 
position from which I could see the nature of the difficulties to our 
progress, which consisted mostly in the almost impassable nature of the 
breastworks and the length of time required to climb over them. I at 
once determined to reserve my fire until the top of the works was reached, 
when I could create such confusion with one volley as would enable us 
to get over before the enemy recovered from the shock. Many of my 
men bad already fallen and the others wanted shot for shot. They were 
undisciplined and had never been under fire, and as [ beckoned and 
called them forward I saw them coming involuntarily to a “ ready.” 
Passing quickly to the rear, unfortunately they fired without orders, 
though with fair precision and some effect. The Seventeenth was press- 
ing forward, encountering like difficulties with the Forty-ninth, and both 
now advancing under the most terrible fire of musketry, grape, canister, 
and shell. I now waited with much anxiety for the Forty-eighth to 
make an assault farther to the left, intending to take advantage of the 
diversion it might create, and thus get over the enemy’s works, now 
almost reached, but the Forty-eighth failed to support me. The works 
were, as I thought, almost ours, the Seventeenth and Forty-ninth still 
forcing their way forward, when I was struck in the right hip with a 
musket ball, knocked out of the saddle, and compelled in consequence 
to relinquish my command. 

The killed, wounded, and missing in the engagement from my com- — 
mand number 128, of which the Forty-ninth lost 68 and the Seventeenth 
60. A complete list of the casualties accompanies this report.* Jam 
pained to have to communicate to you the loss of Capt. John W. Brokaw, 
Company D, Forty-ninth Regiment, who fell while leading his company 
near the intrenchments of the enemy. His many virtues had endeared 
him to us all. Without military experience, he had judgment, honor, 
patriotism, courage—attributes which made him a soldier worthy the 
cause in which he fell. 

I take great pleasure in acknowledging my obligations to Major Smith, 
Captain Harding, and Adjutant Ryan, of the Seventeenth, who at all 
times co-operated with me, and who behaved with great gallantry, as 
did the ofticers and men of that regiment without exception. To Lieu- 


tenant-Colonel Pease and Major Bishop, of the Forty-ninth, I return my 


thanks for the willingness invariably shown by them to execute my 
orders. Quartermaster James W. Davis and Asst. Surg. Andrew B. 





—— 


* Embodied in division return, p. 182. 
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Beatty, each in their respective departments, rendered services which 
were invaluable to me. They were efficient, untiring, and regardless of 
their own personal safety. Dr. Edgar, surgeon of the Thirty-second, 
whose regiment was not in the engagement, generously volunteered his 
professional services in the absence of my surgeon, Dr. W. H. Medealf. 
Whenever a poor, suffering soldier could be found he ministered to his 
wants. My adjutant (my brother) while I was upon the field was most 
efficient in transmitting my orders by day and night, without regard to 
the position of the enemy. To all of these gentlemen I tender the 
acknowledgments due to their bravery and efficiency. 

Of the officers of the line and of the men what shall I say? Where 
shall I begin or end? With a regimental organization but a few weeks 
old, armed but five days before going into battle, possessing a full 
knowledge of the inferior quality of their arms, these brave men have 
performed such deeds of valor as are performed only by those who ap- 
preciate the value of that Union which will nerve them to yet other 
deeds of glory. 

I remain, dear general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. Rk. MORRISON, 
Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade, First Division. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 
Commanding First Division. 





No. 20. 
Report of Maj. Francis M. Smith, Seventeenth Illinois Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTEENTH ILLINOIS REGIMENT, 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 18, 1862. 


Str: In pursuance to your order I submit the following report. I 
cannot tell the exact number of killed and wounded each day, and will 
give the total result.* 7 

On the afternoon of the 13th this regiment, together with the Forty- 
ninth Hlinois and Forty-eighth Illinois, under command of Colonel Hay- 
nie, were ordered to move forward from the road up to the rebel breast- 
works. The ground was difficult to get over, being composed of thick 
underbrush, and getting within short distance of the enemy’s intrench- 
ments, the way was obstructed with fallen timber. At this juncture the 
enemy opened a cross-fire upon us with artillery and infantry, which 
was returned with great spirit by the men under my command. After 
an engagement of about thirty minutes, resulting in severe loss in my 
regiment, the order was given to fire in retreat. After falling back out 
of range of the enemy’s fire I withdrew my command to the road. My 
regiment was in line of battle nearly all night, suffering from cold and 
hunger, yet no one complained, and all were even cheerful. 

On the 14th my regiment formed part of the support to Taylor’s and 
Schwartz’s batteries, and remained all day in the same position. About 
3 o'clock in the evening the enemy opened his batteries on us with 
Shell, but were replied to by the batteries on our front before they did 
us much damage. Remained in line of battle most of the night, and the 
cold rain and snow made great suffering among our men. On the morn- 
ing of the 15th the batteries from the rebel side again commenced with 
shell against my regiment and others supporting the batteries, Killing 4 
and wounding several in my regiment. I retired down a ravine a short 








* Embodied in division return, p. 182. 
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distance from our former position. In the afternoon my regiment was 
relieved by the Fifty-eighth Ohio, and, Colonel Ross then being in com- 
mand, the regiment was moved back to get what they so much needed— 
food and rest. The regiment was exposed three days and nights to 
severe cold, with rain and snow, in line of battle nearly all the time. 

There were many acts of individual bravery, but as the facts were not 
reported in time I can mention but one. Corporal Smith, of Company 
E, went out sharpshooting on his own responsibility, and did good exe- 
cution among the rebel sharpshooters and the skirmishers in advance of 
Taylor’s battery, firing 40 rounds of ammunition, running great risk, 
and showing excellent bravery—which praise, in fact, is due the whole 
regiment. 

Respectfully submitting the above report, I remain, yours, respectfully, 

F. M. SMITH, 
Major, Commanding Seventeenth Illinois Regvment. 


W. H. L. WALLACE, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade, First Division. 





No. 21. 


Report of Col. John McArthur, Twelfth Illinois Infantry, commanding 
First Brigade, Second Division.* 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION, 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 20, 1862. 


Srr: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part per- 
formed by my brigade during the late operations against Fort Donelson: 

First. My brigade, consisting of the Ninth, Twelfth, and Forty-first 
Illinois Regiments, left Fort Heiman, Ky., on the morning of February 
12, 18:2, bringing up the rear of the troops that proceeded from Fort 
Henry, and arriving about 3 miles from our line of operations at 6 p. m. 
of that day, encamped, and at 10.30 o’clock that night moved the brigade 
a mile and a half nearer the enemy, again encamping for the remainder 
of the night. 

Second. Under arms next morning (13th) by 8 o’clock, being ordered 
to hold ourselves in reserve and also support the batteries of Major 
Cavender, then in position, against the center of the enemy’s works. At 
4 p. m. moved around to the left of General McClernand’s division. 
That night a portion of my command threw up two small earthworks, 
and placed in them two 20-pounder and two 10-pounder guns, respect- 
ively. These were designed to operate against the left of the enemy’s 
center, but, however, were never used. Same night, at 11.30 o’clock, 
moved the Ninth and Forty-first by General McClernand’s order about 
a quarter of a mile nearer to his left, remaining under arms all night 
without fires in the midst of a heavy snow-storm. 

Third. 14th, under arms, awaiting orders, until 5 p. m., when we were 
ordered to occupy ground on the extreme right of our lines. Arrived 
at our new position a little after dark (about 7 p. m.), having been hotly 
shelled by the enemy’s batteries on the way. Encamped for the night 
without instructions, and, as I regret to add, without adequate knowl- 
edge of the nature of the ground in front and on our right. 


* Brig. Gen. C. F. Smith commanded the Second Division, but seems to have made 
no report. 
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15th, at daylight, were surrounded by the enemy, who opened on us 
a heavy fire of musketry, at the same time outflanking us by one regi- 
ment on our right. We again moved towards the right under a heavy 
fire and formed a new line, thereby defeating for the time the enemy’s 
object. This ground was steadily maintained until exposed to a flank- 
ing fire upon the right from fresh troops of the enemy. With a scarcity 
of ammunition in a large portion of my line I deemed it my duty to 
give the order to retire, which was executed steadily and in good order. 
I at once formed a new line about 300 yards to the rear, supporting the 
troops on our left, and remaining there until the troops who had occu- 
pied our extreme right before our arrival were forced to retire also, when 
I ordered my brigade farther to the rear within our lines. I then en- 
camped in close order, and had the company rolls called and the men 
supplied with food (they having had none for nearly thirty-six hours), 
as also ammunition to replace that expended. At4 p.m. we were ordered 
to the extreme left of our lines to support the troops at this place. The 
Twelfth Illinois remained under arms that night in support of the bat- 
tery placed in the redoubt taken by assault the previous afternoon. 

16th, Sunday morning, the enemy having capitulated, I marched my 
command into the enemy’s works, since which time they have guarded 
prisoners and captured stores. 

I feel proud in bearing testimony to the unflinching firmness and 
uncomplaining conduct of the men of my command during the whole of 
the siege; also to their steadiness and courage displayed while under 
fire; and while I would not detract from any one his just dues, I must 
mention the gallant conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Phillips, of the Ninth 
Illinois; also Lieutenant-Colonel Chetlain and Major Ducat, of the 
Twelfth Illinois, and Lieutenant-Colonel Tupper, of the Forty-first Ili- 
nois; also my aides, Adjt. J. Bates Dickson and Lieut. George L. Pad- 
dock, of the Twelfth Illinois, and Lieutenant Babcock, of the Second 
linois Cavalry, for their valuable assistance. I at the same time regret 
that circumstances placed me for a portion of the time with each division, 
depriving my men of that favorable notice to which their arduous and 
soldierly conduct entitled them—conduct inferior to that of no troops on 
the field. 

Trusting that an opportunity may soon occur where the same gallant 
conduct on the part of my command may be again displayed and appre- 
ciated, I remain, your obedient servant, 

JOHN McARTHUR, 


Colonel, Commanding First Brigade, Second Division. 


Capt. M. BRAYMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





Report of LIteut. Col. Augustus L. Chetlain, Twelfth Illinois Infantry. 


HpDQrs. TWELFTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 18, 1862. 


In accordance with Special Orders, No. 2, I beg leave to make the 
following report: 

On the morning of the 12th instant the Twelfth Regiment of [linois 
Volunteers, which I have the honor to command, left Fort Heiman with 

the Ninth and Forty-first Illinois for Fort Donelson via Fort Henry. 
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Daring the march my command occupied the extreme left of the column. 
At dark we camped 3 miles from Fort Donelson. Near midnight I 
received an order to move 14 miles nearer to the enemy’s lines. The 
next morning, with balance of the brigade, I was moved up to support 
Major Cavender’s artillery, consisting of three batteries. In the after- 
noon I was ordered to a point still nearer the lines, where I remained 
twenty-four hours, assisting during the night in planting two field pieces 
on a hill in front of my camp. In the evening of Friday, the 14th, I was ~ 
ordered to the support of the First Division (General McClernand’s), and 
camped for the night near the right of our lines. The Ninth and Forty- 
first Illinois occupied a hill immediately in front of me. I had at this. 
time 612 effective men besides my officers. 

The next morning at 7 o’clock the Ninth [Illinois was attacked by a 
large body of skirmishers. I was ordered to move to the right of the 
brigade and to the extreme right of our lines. When I reached the 
ground assigned me and had formed in line of battle the engagement 
had become general along the line to my left for some distance. Find- 
ing that the enemy in large numbers was trying to force in the right of 
our line, I sent out Company A, Captain Fisher, and Company B, Cap- 
tain Hale, to my front and right as skirmishers. They became engaged 
at once. Captain Hale was killed while getting his men in position. 
Soon after I sent Company C, Captain Chesley, to some vacant build- 
ings in front of the lines, and one-half of Company D, under Lieutenant 
Koehler, to a fence immediately to his right. The fire of the enemy at 
my right became heavy and very destructive. At the end of twenty to 
twenty-six minutes Companies A and B fell back, literally cut to pieces. 
Company C, whose captain was severely wounded, was suffering from 
the enemy’s fire and ordered to fall back, together with Company D. 
Ascertaining that the rest of ny command, though lying down—brought 
in that position to escape the enemy’s fire—was suffering severely ; that 
the Forty-first Illinois, at my left, had fallen back; that the enemy were 
coming up in great force; that the ground I occupied was very unfavor- 
able, I ordered a retreat, detailing Company E, Captain Van Sellar, and 
Company F, Captain Campbell, to cover my retreat. The retreat was 
effected in good order. Another position was selected some 600 yards 
to the rear, and was held until I was moved to another part of the field. 
In the afternoon I was ordered to the extreme left of the line in the 
Second (General Smith’s) Division, and there kept my men in position, 
all sleeping on their arms till next morning, when the enemy surrendered. 

During the whole of the engagement my officers and men acted with 
admirable coolness and bravery. In the hottest of the battle every man 
stood his ground until ordered to retreat. Captain Fisher and Lieu- 
tenant MacLean, of Company A; Lieutenant Towner, Company B; Cap- 
tain Chesley and Lieutenant Jones, of Company C, and Lieutenant 
Koehler, of Company D, deserve great praise for their fearlessness and 
efficiency. All of the above companies suffered severely, especially the: 
first two, who came out of the engagement with nearly half of their men 
killed or wounded. The officers of Companies E and F acted with great 
efficiency when covering our retreat. Captain Campbell and Lieutenant 
Randolph with half their company did fine execution while exposed to 
a severe fire. Major Ducat, who had charge of the left wing of the 
battalion, acted with great efficiency. I am under obligations to my 
aides, Lieutenant McArthur, acting adjutant, and Lieutenant Wetmore,. 
regimental quartermaster, for valuable services during the engagement. 
The officers of Companies G, H, I, and K stood up to their work man- 
fully, and deserve much praise. 
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Herewith I send a report of the killed, wounded, and missing of my 
command.* 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. L. CHETLAIN, 
Ineutenant- Colonel, Camaneany Twelfth Illinois Volunteers. 


Col. JOHN MCARTHUR, 
Commanding First Brigade, Second Division. 





No. 23 
Report of Col. Isaac C. Pugh, Forty-first Illinois Infantry. 


Hpgrs. Forty-FIRST REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 19, 1862. 


Srir: In accordance with an order issued from headquarters, requiring 
commandants of regiments to report their operations upon the field of 
battle during the investment of Fort Donelson by our troops, I here- 
with transmit the following: 

I received an order late Friday, February 14, to move out from my 
encampment of that day to the extreme right line of our forces, which 
order I obeyed under the guidance of Major Mudd. Myregiment arrived 
at the designated encampment about sundown on Ifriday evening. 
After some instructions from Colonel McArthur, commanding brigade, 
I hastily examined the ground, but it was too late to form any correct 
idea of the ground. I threw out my picket guard. My regiment en- 
camped at the foot ofthe hill. The next morning (Saturday), just at day- 
light, one of my picket guard came in and informed me the enemy were 
advancing in strong force. Jimmediately ordered out twocompanies as 
skirmishers, but before they could reach the woods through the open 
field in front they were fired upon by theenemy. I instantly formed my 
command in line of battle just under the crest of the hill. A heavy 
volley was then fired upon my regiment. I ordered a charge upon the 
enemy, Which was obeyed with alacrity, when the enemy retreated from 
behind the fence on the opposite side of the field and from their ambush 
in the timber on my right to their rifle pits, a distance of half a mile. 
As this movement (the charge) had not been general on the part of our 
troops, I halted my command on the field, when the enemy returned 
with renewed force and recommenced the conflict. I now discovered he 
was extending his lines and outflanking me on theright. I then moved 
my command by the right flank so as to more fully occupy the woods 
and giveroom for the Ninth Illinois Regiment to form on my left in bat- 
tle line. 

At this juncture Colonel Oglesby, commanding brigade, arrived, and 
approved my entire action when he learned that during all this time I 
had acted upon my own responsibility. Colonel McArthur approved, 
and gave me some orders as to future movements, and had the Twelfth 
Illinois Regiment to form in my rear, which they occupied till my com- 
mand, pressed by an overwhelming force and exposed to a most terrible 
fire, retired. My right flank passed through tle ranks of the Twelfth 
Illinois Regiment, which movement was made in good order, excepting 
some. little confusion on my right, which was hardest pressed by the 








* See p. 168. 
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enemy. They were soon rallied, however, and formed in line by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tupper. The firing was kept up until we had in connec- 
tion with other regiments fallen back 500 yards, where my command 
was drawn up in line of battle and awaited the renewal of the attack, 
which the enemy did not make, and we were drawn off in good order by 
Colonel McArthur. 

The officers and men, with but one or two exceptions, acted with great 
gallantry. My command, consisting of about 500 men, were engaged 
-inbattle three hours. I had 15 men killed, 117 wounded, and 3 missing.* 
All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

I. C. PUGH, 
Colonel Forty-jirst Illinois Regiment. 
THOMAS J. NEWSHAM, | : 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





No. 24. 


keport of Col. John Cook, Seventeenth Lilinois Infantry, commanding 
Third Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, SECoNnD Drvision, 
: ‘Clarksville, Tenn., March 6, 1862. 

GENERAL: In pursuance of orders from division headquarters I have 
the honor to submit the following report: 

Monday, the 3d day of February, the Seventh Infantry Illinois Vol- 
unteers, under my command, embarked at Fort Holt, Ky., on board the 
steamer City of Memphis, under orders to join an expedition against 
Fort Henry, Tenn. Landing at Paducah, I reported to you, from whom 
orders were received assigning to the Third Brigade the following regi- 
ments, viz: Seventh Illinois, Seventh Iowa, Twelfth Iowa, Thirteenth 
Missouri, and Fiftieth Illinois Volunteers, with Captain Richardson’s 
battery (20-pounder rifled guns) of First Missouri Light Artillery. In 
company with other troops, the command arrived at Camp Halleck by 
river, 4 miles below Fort Henry, on the afternoon of the 4th instant, 
when it was disembarked, under orders from Brigadier-General Grant, 
commanding the District of Cairo, to proceed by land, without trans- 
portation, under temporary command of General McClernand. The 5th 
instant remained at Camp Halleck. On the morning of the 6th left 
Camp Halleck by land for Fort Henry. A severe rain-storm the night 
previous to our departure, together with the swollen state of the streams 
from continued rains and the absence of all transportation, rendered 
the march extremely difficult, the troops suffering intensely from ford- 
ing the numerous creeks, often wading so deep as almost to submerge 
their cartridge-boxes. But, inspired by the frequent reports of artillery 
from the gunboats, the men pressed on cheerfully. Impeded by the 
almost impassable roads and the necessity of assisting Captain Rich- 
ardson’s battery out of the innumerable mud-holes, the command pro- 
ceeded slowly. About 2 p. m. received orders from General Grant to 
advance the infantry without regard to the artillery. Having gone a 
short distance, the guide led us off the road about a mile, which had to 
be countermarched. Surmounting every obstacle, the infantry reached 
the outworks of Fort Henry soon after retreat, where they encamped 
on the damp ground much wearied, many without a single blanket, all 


* But see p. 168. 
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transportation having been left in the morning, and some of the regi- 
ments leaving even their knapsacks. Captain Richardson’s battery was 
left midway between Camp Halleck and Fort Henry, being unable to 
proceed on account of the impracticability of the roads. The 7th instant 
quartered the infantry in Fort Henry, partly in tents and partly in 
barracks formerly occupied by the rebels. 

The 8th instant four companies of infantry were sent by transports 
to Camp Halleck, with orders to bring up our baggage left there, and 
also Captain Richardson’s battery, which they accomplished, returning 
the following day. On the 8th the Thirteenth Missouri Volunteers, Col. 
C. J. Wright, which had been assigned to the Third Brigade, arrived 
from Smithland. The 10th instant, having with much trouble and labor 
made bridges over the slough formed by backwater from the Tennessee 
River, the command encamped 1 mile from the river, immediately inside 
of the outer fortifications, where we remained until the morning of the 
12th. ) 

On the 11th instant the Seventh Iowa Volunteers was transferred from 
the brigade and the Fifty-second Indiana added, Major Cavender’s entire 
battalion of First Missouri Light Artillery having been in the mean time 
temporarily assigned to the brigade. Leaving Fort Henry at 8 o’clock 
a.m. the 12th instant, the command arrived within a mile and a half of 
Fort Donelson at 3 o’clock p. m., the road being excellent and all trans- 
portation having been left at Fort Henry. Distance marched, 12 miles. 
The position assigned the brigade under my command was well chosen, 
being a high ridge of nearly 1 mile in length, and almost overlooking 
the enemy’s works on his right. In fine spirits, with full assurance of 
success, the troops passed the night, prepared for an attack should a 
sally be made from the fort. The 13th, the men’s haversacks being well 
filled, a hearty breakfast was eaten at an early hour, and under orders 
at 8 a.m. I moved the command up the Dover road to a point within 
one-half mile of the enemy’s outer works; deployed in line the Seventh 
Illinois on the right and Fifty-second Indiana on the left as skirmishers. 
The command moved steadily forward through the denge timber, cross- 
ing the deep ravine without resistance until the Seventh Illinois, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Babcock commanding, found itself within short range of a 
battery till then undiscovered, which immediately upon appearance of 
our colors opened a destructive fire, killinginstantly Capt. N. E. Mend ell, 
Company I, and wounding several others. Owing to the density of the 
timber our own artillery was not yet in position. The regiment retired 
beyond range and to the support of Captain Richardson’s battery, First 
Missouri Light Artillery, just-going into position. With the remaining 
four regiments I proceeded to the summit of a ridge overlooking the fort, . 
a distance of nearly 600 yards intervening, the immensity of the abatis — 
covering the whole precluding the possibility of proceeding farther but 
by an unwarranted destruction of life, the enemy in force being secure, 
concealed in his rifle pits and behind his palisades, from which contin- 
uous firing was kept up during the remaining portion of the day, 
answered by sharpshooters and skirmishers from our side, each side 
sustaining a slight loss. This position gained, it was held during the 
night, the men resting on their arms without fires and without blankets, 
everything but arms and ammunition having been cast aside on ap- 
proaching the fort. 

On the 14th, after a long and weary night of watchin g, the men being 
unprovided with tents or blankets and our immediate proximity to the 
enemy’s works and batteries precluding the possibility of building fires, 
knowing that the light would draw his fire from his two stron g redoubts, 
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under which we lay, the troops under my command arose at an early - 
hour, shook the thick covering of snow from their overcoats, partook ot 
a meager breakfast, and cheerfully resumed their old position under the 
intrenchments. Though suffering from the snow and rain of the pre- 
vious night, they returned during the whole of the day the enemy’s fire, 
doing him no littledamage. Night again coming on, the troops fell back 
for rest and such refreshments as could under the circumstances be had, 
reasons before mentioned preventing the building of fires. 

Here necessity compels me to state that Colonel Wright, in. violation 
of direct orders, removed his command, the Thirteenth Missouri, to its 
first position occupied before the investment. Immediately upon being 
informed of the same, I proceeded on foot, and in person ordered his 
return. His compliance with the order again left the command in its 
original line and in readiness for a combined attack on the following 
day. 

Saturday, the 15th, after another night of snow and severe cold, the 
troops suffering intensely, but without murmurs, four regiments of my 
command returned to their original position (the Seventh Illinois hav- © 
ing been sent the day previous farther to the right to support Captain 
Rivhardson’s battery), they having been permitted to fall back by com- 
panies out of range of the enemy’s guns to cook their breakfast and 
thaw their frozen clothes. At 9a. m., in pursuance of orders from divis- 
ion headquarters, the Thirteenth Missouri Volunteers was sent to the 
right to support a battery left unprotected by the withdrawal of a por- 
tion of Colonel McArthur’s brigade, and the Fifty-second Indiana, Col- 
onel Smith, was ordered to the extreme left to repel any sally which the 
enemy might make from that quarter, a gap in his breastworks having 
been left for egress, leaving only the Twelfth Iowa and Fiftieth Illinois, 
. with one battalion of Birge’s Sharpshooters, to engage the enemy along 
a line of half a mile in extent. At 2p. m. orders came from General 
Smith to increase the number of skirmishers from my command and 
more completely engage the enemy’s attention, while he in person, with 
Colonel Lauman’s brigade and the Fifty-second Indiana, stormed the 
entrance previously mentioned. 

The fortifications having been gained by General Smith and_the 
enemy’s infantry having been driven back, I sent a messenger to Gen- 
eral Grant, asking permission to move my brigade up to the support of 
Colonel Lauman, and, if possible, take the enemy’s batteries, which were 
pouring in upon him a murderous fire of grape, canister, and shell. 
While awaiting the return of the messenger information was received 
that the Stars and Stripes were flying over the main battery of the 
enemy, when orders were immediately given to cease firing, which hav- 
ing been complied with and the companies thrown out as skirmishers 
ordered to rejoin their commands, I ascertained the Stars and Stripes 
were raised by the rebels that we might be drawn within their reach. 
The messenger having returned, I abandoned the position, and with all 
the speed possible proceeded over the abatis, under a heavy fire of grape 
and canister. The distance being short, the discharges caused but little 
damage, overshooting us just enough to tear into shreds the colors 
of the Seventh Illinois, which regiment had been ordered by General 
Grant to rejoin me, two pieces of the battery it was supporting having 
been placed in position within the intrenchments, and succeeded, with 
the assistance of infantry, in silencing the battery of the enemy, giving 
us at a late hour full possession of his outer works on his right, he hav- 
ing been driven to take cover under his inner intrenchments. The Fifty- 
second Indiana, from the lateness of the hopr having been ordered back, 
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by direction of General Smith we were instructed to hold the position 
obtained during the night and immediately prepare for a combined 
assault the following morning, with the simple command from General 

Smith, “Take it, sir!” During the night the men rested upon their 
arms, and for the first time built fires, which enabled them to rest more 
confortably. 

Aroused at an early hour Sunday, the 16th, we partook of a scanty 
breakfast. Called to your headquarters, I was directed to order two 
regiments to the relief of Colonel Lauman, two additional regiments to 
their support a little retired, holding one regiment in reserve. The 
Seventh Regiment having expénded more ammunition the day pre- 
vious than any of the others, having an average of only nine rounds to 
the man, and being compelled to await the arrival of ammunition with 
which to fill the boxes, was selected as the reserve. About the time of 
the arrival of the ammunition, whilst the men were filling their boxes, 
the woods around were made to ring with loud and enthusiastic cheers 
from the troops under the command of Colonel Lauman and myself, 
announcing the unconditional surrender of Fort Donelson, giving us 
uninterrunted ingress into and peaceful possession of its entire rebel 
contents. <A full and complete statement of the number of killed, 
wounded, and missing has in a previous report been supplied you.* 

In accordance with your order to allude to and particularize those 
deserving of commendation, it affords me much pleasure to mention the 
following officers, viz: Colonel Bane and Adjutant Brown, of the Fif- 
tieth Illinois; Colonel Smith and staff, of the Fifty-second Indiana ; 
Colonel Woods and Major Brodtbeck, Twelfth Iowa, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Babcock and Major Rowett, Captain Monroe, Company B; Cap- 
tain Ward, Company A; Captain Lawyer, Company C, and Lieutenant 
Johnson, commanding Company I (Captain Mendell having been killed . 
in the first engagement), of the Seventh Illinois Volunteers, and the fol- 
lowing gentlemen of the medical staff, viz: Dr. R. L. Metcalf, surgeon, 
and James Hamilton, assistant surgeon, Seventh Illinois; Dr. Finley, as- 
sistant surgeon of the Twelfth Iowa, and Dr. Brown, assistant surgeon of 
the Thirteenth Missouri Volunteers, who were constantly upon the field, 
regardless of danger and fatigue. Too high praise and commendation 
cannot be bestowed upon the medical staff of my command. Being 
almost entirely destitute of staff officers myself, I cannot refrain from an 
expression of both gratitude and approbation for the bravery and con- 
duct exhibited by Lieut. B. F. Smith, acting assistant adjutant-general 
of the Third Brigade, and Private John C. Brand, composing my entire 
staff. Being repeatedly called upon to act in the same capacity myself 
rendered the labors necessary for the proper command of the brigade 
more arduous than upon any previous occasion. 

- There are doubtless many others deserving of especial mention at my 
hand for gallant conduct, but, being almost wholly unacquainted with 
four regiments of my command, I am unable to render to them the praise 
merited. Truth and justice require me to say that the entire command 
behaved in a manner deserving of approbation, cheerfully enduring the 
fatigue and exposure attendant upon the most inclement weather known 
in this latitude. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN COOK, 
Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade, Second Division. 


Brig. Gen. C. F. SMITH, 
Comdg. Second Division, District West Tennessee, U. S. Army. 


*See p. 168. 
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No. 25. 
Report of Col. J. J. Woods, Twelfth Iowa Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH IOWA INFANTRY, 
Fort Donelson, February 18, 1862. 


Sim: In obedience to Special Orders, No. 2, headquarters Second 
Division, army in the field, Brigadier-General Smith commanding, I 
have the honor to make the following report of the operations of the 
Twelfth Iowa Volunteer Infantry in the recent attack on Fort Donelson, 
Tenn. : 7 

On Wednesday, the 12th instant, the regiment, being a part of Col. 
J. Cook’s (Third) brigade, Second Division, marched from Fort Henry to 
the neighborhood of Fort Donelson, formed line of battle to the left of 
the Dover road, and slept on their arms ready for action. 

Thursday morning, at 8.30 o’clock, we marched down to and up the 
Dover road about half a mile, when we filed to the left and formed line 
of battle; threw forward the flanking companies as skirmishers, and 
marched forward down a long slope that lay in front, the grape shot and 
shell of the enemy flying thick around us allthe time. Our skirmishers 
advanced to the top of the hill that lay in front of us. The battalion 
halted at two-thirds of the distance to the top of the hill, where it was pro- 
tected from the enemy’s fire by the ridge in front. It was but a few 
minutes after our skirmishers reached the top of the ridge in front when 
Private Edward C. Buckner, of Company A, was shot dead, a ball taking 
effect in the eye. No further damage occurred to the regiment that day, 
though the enemy kept up a constant fire. | 

The following night was very stormy, and, as we were ordered not to 
make fires, the men suffered from the wet and cold. , 

Early on Friday morning skirmishing began between our men and 
the enemy, which was kept up all day. During the day two of our men 
were struck with spent balls, but these did not disable them. 

At night-fall eight companies retired and built fires, but passed an un- 
pleasant night. Companies D and F remained as a guard over the ground 
we had occupied during the day. 

Saturday until noon a random fire was kept up with the enemy. 
During this and the preceding days we were nobly supported by the 
coolness, bravery, and efficiency of a portion of Birge’s sharpshooters, 
who co-operated with us. Our right flank was protected by the Fiftieth 
Hlinois, Colonel Bane commanding. Our front and left flanks were 
unsupported, except by our own skirmishers and the sharpshooters. 

At about 2 p. m. Saturday, 15th, the Twelfth Iowa, Fiftieth Illinois, 
and sharpshooters were ordered to make a feint attack to draw the 
enemy’s fire. The men went cheerfully to the work assigned them, and 
kept up a warm fire on the enemy, while Colonel Lauman’s brigade, on 
our lett, advanced on the enemy and got possession of a part of the 
enemy’s outworks and hoisted the American flag thereon. We were 
then ordered to their support. We moved rapidly by the left flank and 
charged over the down timber which the enemy had cut for his protec- 
tion. At this time a galling fire of grape from the enemy poured in 
among us, wounding 8 or 10 of our men. 

On reaching the breastworks some confusion was caused by the re- 
treat of a portion of Colonel Lauman’s brigade, who, having expended 
all their ammunition, were compelled to fall back. By some exertion 
our men were rallied, and we opened a warm fire on the enemy, who 
also poured a warm fire of grape upon us from their battery on our right 
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and of musketry on our front. In this cross-fire we fought the enemy 
two hours, advancing on them into a ravine inside their breastworks. 
At length we were withdrawn outside of the.works. During this time 
we lost 1 man killed and 27 wounded. 

During all this time Lieutenant-Colonel Coulter behaved with the 
utmost coolness and bravery, performing his duties regardless of the 
danger to which he was exposed. Major Brodtbeck and Sergeant-Major 
Morrisy aided much in rallying the men. 

When we began to march to support Colonel Lauman, Companies A 
and G were out skirmishing. I dispatched Adjutant Duncan to bring 
them up, which was speedily done, and he performed all other duties 
required of him promptly and effectively. | 7 

Surgeon Parker was on duty at the hospital. Assistant.Surgeon 
Finley performed faithful service in attending the wounded. | 

Lieut. J. B. Dorr, quartermaster, was performing his duty in for- 
warding supplies. His energy and efficiency cannot be too highly 
praised. 

The color-bearer, Sergeant Grannis, showed much coolness amid the 
sharp fire of the enemy, and, without particularizing, every commis- 
sioned ofticer of the regiment performed his duties without flinching. 
The same may be said of the non-commissioned officers and privates, 
with but few exceptions. 

Respectfully, 
J. J. WOODS, 
Colonel Twelfth Iowa Volunteers. — 
Capt. THomas J. NEWSHAM, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





No. 26. 
Report of Col. Crafts J. Wright, Thirteenth Missouri Infantry. 


Fort DONELSON, TENN., February 17, 1862. 


Sir: I herewith report to you, under Order No. 2, the operations of 
this regiment against the enemy and the casualties which have resulted: 

On Friday evening we were ordered to retain our position behind the 
sharpshooters as skirmishers, and which we had occupied during the 
day. We remained in this position without fires during the storm 
of rain, hail, and snow. The clothes of the men were drenched and 
frozen upon them. I sat upon a log wrapped in my blanket until 3 
o’clock, when permission was given to go back half a mile and build 
fires to dry the men. Saturday, notwithstanding the severe duty and 
exposure of the previous day, we resumed our position at 8 o’clock a. m. 
We were ordered by General Smith to change position to prevent the 
enemy from advancing by one of the roads, and also to sustain a bat- 
tery of several pieces planted for the same purpose. To be better pre- 
pared, our men threw off their knapsacks and blankets at the sugges- 
tion of General Grant. We thus prevented any advance in that quarter. 

Late in the afternoon we were again changed and ordered to the 
trenches, through which the entrance was finally made. We were 
allowed, just as we reached our place, to withdraw and bivouac near by 
for the night. On Sunday morning we were ordered to the advance in 
the trenches. I was prepared to leave upon the ground whatever num- 
ber was necessary to plant the Stars and Stripes of our country on the 
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intrenched position of the enemy, and all of my men stood to their 
places. I am happy to say no sacrifice was necessary, but that shortly 
after being in position I was enabled to send forward the color company 
(C) with the Stars and Stripes, and that thus, your brigade were enabled 
to announce to our friends beyond and about that Fort Donelson had 
surrendered and the engagement ended. I can say all did their duty. 


Respectfully, 
CRAFTS J. WRIGHT, 
Colonel Thirteenth Missouri Volunteers, 
Col. JOHN COOK, 
Commanding Third Brigade, Second Division. 





No. 27. 


Report of Capt. Henry Richardson, Battery D, First Missouri Light 
2 Artillery. 


Camp NEAR ForT DONELSON, February 18, 1862. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report : 

On the morning of Thursday, February 13, 1 placed my battery in 
position facing an outwork of the enemy, distant about 1,400 yards, and 
subsequently, by ordec of General Smith, moved about 500 yards to the 
right. 

During the next day I engaged with one section a battery of the 
enemy, and being very warmly replied to, was obliged to cease firing 
after expending about 50 rounds. 

During the night I sent my second section to occupy the point of the 
ridge upon which I was, distant about 400 yards to the right, and had 
a slight breastwork thrown up. | 

During the next day (Saturday) both sections tried to engage the 
enemy’s battery, but no reply was elicited. From the guns of the sec- 
ond section several shots were thrown into the enemy’s camp. 

Late in the afternoon my first section was moved to the extreme nght 
by order of General Grant, but returned without being engaged. 

About 100 rounds were expended. One man is missing. 

I am, sir, very respecttully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY RICHARDSON, 
Commanding Company D, First Missouri Light Artillery, 

Lieut. CHARLES GREEN, 

Adjutant Second Battalion, First Missouri Inght Artillery, 


No. 28. 
Report of Capt. F. Welker, Battery H, First Missouri Eight Artillery. 


Fort DONELSON, TENN., February 18, 1862: 


_ Sr: I have the honor herewith to furnish you the following report of 
the engagement : 
On Thursday morning, February 13, Lieutenant Tannrath, of my com- 
pany, received orders to take a position with one piece on the road leading: 
to the enemy’s intrenchments and within about 80Qyards of the enemy’s. 
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guns. After firing 5 rounds the enemy’s fire became too severe to longer 
hold the position. The piece was then taken away, with the loss of 1 
man killed. I next took a position farther to the right, on a hill oppo- 
site the enemy’s center. This position I held until late in the afternoon 
of Thursday. 

February 14, after firing about 30 rounds, I received orders to take 
my battery to the right. Crossing the ravine, I took a position about 
the center of the right wing. Here I remained nearly all day Friday, 
waiting for orders to commence firing. Late in the afternoon of Friday 
Lieutenant Tannrath, with one piece, ; proceeded to take a position where 
the enemy were throwing shell and canister with fearful effect. In the 
face of a very severe fire the piece was placed in position, and after 
firing some 8 or 10 shots the enemy’s battery was silenced. 

This position was held until Saturday morning, the 15th, when the 
enemy came out in force and drove our troops back. All the infantry 
having fell back, my piece was brought away. After this I received 
orders to take my battery to the left and support a charge made by the 
left wing. I took three pieces and placed them inside the enemy’s in- 
trenchments, and held that position until Sunday morning, February 16. 

I would mention that too much praise cannot be bestowed upon Lieu- 
tenants Tannrath and Edwards. All the rest behaved themselves with 
credit. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FF. WELKER, 
Capt. Comdg. Company H, Lirst Regt. Mo. Light Artillery. 


Lieut. CHARLES GREEN, 
Adjutant Second Battalion, First Regt. Mo. Light Artillery. 





No. 29. 
Report of Capt. George H. Stone, Battery K, First Missouri Light Artillery. 


- Fort DONELSON, CUMBERLAND RIVER, TENN., 
February 1%, 1862. 


Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken 
in the action of the 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th instant by Battery K. | 

Left camp near Tort Henry on the morning of the 12th instant; 
marched some 10 miles, and placed in position opposite intrenchments 
of the enemy, where I remained until the morning of the 15th instant, 
when I changed position and planted a section of battery on hill oppo- 
site the center of enemy’s column, where we opened fire with great effect, 
covering the advance of General ’=inith’s division on the left. At about 
3 p.m. was ordered by General Smith to the left and to take position 
in intrenchments, which was done, when we opened a heavy fire of can- 
ister and shell on the enemy, forcing them from their position and silenc- 
ing one of their guns. Remained in this position during the night under 
command of Lieutenant O’Connell, and marched in at head of column 
on the morning of the 16th, when the enemy surrendered. 

Too much credit cannot be awarded to Lieutenant Hines for the gal- 
lantry and bravery with which he comported himself in the engagement 
of the 15th. 

Sergeants Joyce and Donnelly are deserving of great credit, as also 
Private Miller; in short, where all the men were excellent it would be 
invidious to particularize. 
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Our loss in killed and wounded is none; 1 horse killed and 2 severely 
wounded. | 
Private Casey was wounded on the night of the 16th, supposed by a 
shot from pickets ; slight. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. STONE, 
Captain Battery K, Second Battalion First Mo. Light Artillery. 


Lieutenant GREEN, 
Adjutant Second Battalion First Missouri Light Artillery. 





No. 30. 


Report of Col. James C. Veatch, Twenty fifth Indiana Infantry, Fourth 
Brigade, Second Division. 


HDQRS. TWENTY-FIFTH REGIMENT INDIANA VOLUNTEERS, 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 18, 1862. 


In compliance with your order I herewith respectfully submit a re- 
port of the part taken by the Twenty-fifth Regiment Indiana Volun- 
teers in the actions which took place between our forces and the rebels 
on the left wing of our army on the 13th and 15th days of February, 
1862, at Fort Donelson. 

The Twenty-fifth Indiana Regiment marched with the brigade from 
Fort Henry on the 12th of February, and bivouacked at night on the 
extreme left of our lines, within less than half a mile of the enemy. 
Everything remained quiet during the night. At10o’clock a. m. on the 
13th we moved forward in line of battle to the top of the hill which was 
between us and the enemy’s breastworks. Here I received your order 
to fix bayonets and charge the rebels, and, if possible, drive them from 
their works. The timber was so thick that we could only see here and 
there a part of the rebel works, but could form no idea of their range 
or extent. I sent forward, as directed, the flank companies—A and B, 
Captains Saltzman and Rheinlander—to deploy as skirmishers, which 
they did most admirably, and the regiment moved forward on the charge. 
Our. flank companies as they advanced found the enemy’s works ex- 
tended far to our left, and they very properly moved to the left and took 
position on a hill, where they did valuable service by preventing a fire 
on our flank from the enemy’s rifle pits, and in keeping silent a 6-pounder 
field piece that was brought to bear on us from that direction. At the 
foot of the hill the enemy poured on us a terrible fire of musketry, grape, 
and canister, with a few shells. 

The rebel breastworks were now in plain view on the top of the hill. 
The heavy timber on the hill-side had been felled, forming a dense mass 
of brush and logs. Through and over these obstacles our men advanced 
against the enemy’s fire with perfect coolness and steadiness, never 
halting for a moment until they received your order. After a halt of a 
few minutes they again advanced within a short distance of the enemy’s 
breastworks, when their fire from a 6-pounder field piece and 12-pounder 
howitzer on our right was so destructive, that it became necessary to 
halt and direct the men to lie down to save us from very heavy loss. 
After remaining under a very heavy fire for two hours and fifteen min- 
utes, with no opportunity to return the fire to advantage, the enemy 
being almost entirely hid, and seeing no movement indicating a further 
advance from any part of the line, I asked your permission to withdraw 
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inv regiment, to save it from heavy loss where we could do no good. In 
retiring, owing to the nature of the ground and our exposed position, 
the men were thrown into slight confusion, but they rallied promptly at 
the foot of the hill and remained in that position until night, when we 
moved back, as directed by you, to the ground we occupied in the morn- 
ing. We lost in this action 14 killed and 61 wounded. 

On the 14th considerable firing was kept up between our skirmishers 
and the enemy’s sharpshooters, but nothing of importance occurred. 

On the 15th, at 2 o’clock p. m., we formed a line of battle, and I sent 
forward Company B, Captain Rheinlander, to deploy as skirmishers and 
advance in front of the regiment. This order he executed promptly, 
and moved his company forward at double-quick. A few moments after, 
the order came to me to move my regiment by the left flank and follow 
to support the Fifty-second Indiana and Second Iowa Regiments. This 
movement left Captain Rheinlander without support, but he advanced 
boldly to the enemy’s rifle pits to the right of the point where they were 
being attacked by the Second Iowa and drove back the enemy, and was 
among the first, if not the very first, of our forces that mounted the 
breastworks. 

.  Wemoved by the left flank to the creek bottom on our left and beyond 

some old houses, where the left halted and the right was brought for- 
ward, and we advanced in line of battle up the hill on the run, and 
entered the enemy’s works at the point where they had been taken by 
the Second Iowa. We pushed forward across the field in the direction 
of the heaviest firing until we reached the bottom of a deep hollow. 
Here we halted to form our line, which was somewhat broken in advane- 
ing, and prepared to move forward, but seeing the forces in front of us 
slowly retiring, we remained in line to cover them, and when they had 
all passed by us we marched back in good order to the breastworks, 
which we held during the night. Our loss in this action was 40 wounded, 
many of them severely. 

I cannot bestow too high praise on the conduct of the officers in both 
of these actions. To Lieutenant-Colonel Morgan and Major Foster I 
am much indebted for the fearless and energetic manner in which they 
discharged their duties. Their conduct is worthy of the highest com- 
mendation. Adjutant Walker and Sergeant-Major Jones were brave, 
prompt, and faithful, and were ever ready to carry orders in the thickest 
of the fight. Captain Laird, of Company K, was severely wounded in 
the leg on the 18th while leading his company to the charge. He re- 
fused to leave the field,4and when at last he was compelled to leave he 
cheered his men when he retired. Captains Saltzman and Rheinlander, 
commanding the flank companies, rendered very valuable service, and 
were often placed in exposed positions. The other captains and lieu- 
tenants, almost without exception. displayed great courage and energy, 
and are worthy of the highest praise. I could not mention one without 
naming all. The regimental band and chaplain were actively engaged 
in removing the wounded from the field and providing for their wants 
at the hospital. The conduct of the surgeon and assistant surgeon 
is esteemed worthy of especial mention. Asst. Surg. Arthur White 
devoted himself to relieving the wants of the wounded and suffering at 
the hospital, while the principal surgeon, Dr. John T. Walker, followed _ 
the regiment to the field, and received the wounded as they feil in the 
fight. It was the first time that our men had ever been exposed to the 
fire, and they stood it with the firmness of veterans. Many instances of 
personal courageand good conduct of non-commissioned officers and men 
occurred, but so numerous were they, that it would be difficult to point 
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out particular cases. The conduct of the various companies was uni- 
formly good and worthy of the highest praise. The loss on the second 
day was not so great as the first, although the fire was more severe, 
but we were not so much exposed to the fire of grape, which was very 
destructive on the first day. Inclosed I send a list of the killed and 
wounded.* 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES C. VEATCH, 
Colonel Twenty-fifth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 


Col. J. G. LAUMAN, 
Commanding Fourth Brigade, Second Division. 





No. 31. 
Report of Col. James M. Tuttle, Second Iowa Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND [OWA INFANTRY, 
fort Donelson, Tenn., February 18, 1862. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report to you the part which my com- 
mand took in the capture cf this place: 

The Second Regiment Iowa Infantry was transported up the Cumber- 
land River on the steamer McGill, and landed about 3 miles below the 
fort on the 14thinstant, and immediately marched to the headquarters of 
General Smith, where I arrived about 11 a. m. of the same day, and was 
by General Grant assigned to General Smith’s division and by General 
Smith to your brigade. When we arrived at the top of the hill, nearly 
opposite the right of the enemy’s works, in pursuance of an order from 
you Ideployed Companies A and B as skirmishers. They immediately 
crossed a ravine in front of our line and skirmished until night, when 
they were called in. 

In the mean time the regiment was assigned position on the extreme 
left of our forces, where we spent a cold and disagreeable night, with- 
out tents or blankets. We remained in this position until 2 p. m. the 
next day, when we were ordered to storm the fortifications of the enemy 
in front by advancing the left wing of the regiment, supported a short 
distance in the rear by the right wing. I took command of the left wing 
in person and proceeded in line of battle steadily up the hill until we 
reached the fortifications without firing a gun. On reaching the works 
we found the enemy fleeing before us, except a few, who were promptly 
put to the bayonet. I then gave the order to fire, which was responded 
to with fatal precision until the right wing, with Lieutenant-Colonel 
Baker, arrived, headed by General Smith, when we formed in line of 
battle, again under a galling fire, and charged on the encampment across 
the ravine in front, the enemy still retreating before us. After we had 
reached the sununit of the hill beyond the ravine we made a stand and 
occupied it for over an hour. 

In the mean time the enemy were being re-enforced, and one of our 
regiments poured a disastrous fire upon us in the rear. Our ammuni- 
tion being nearly exhausted, I ordered my command to fall back to the 
intrenchments, which they did steadily and in good order. 

I am not able to name the regiment which fired upon our rear, but I 
do know that the greater part of the casualties we received at that point 
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was from that source, for I myself saw some of my men fall who I know 
were shot from the hill behind us. 

We then took our position behind the intrenchments, and soon after- 
wards, owing to an injury received, as reported among the casualties of 
the engagement, I retired from the field, leaving Lieutenant-Colonel 
Baker in command until the following morning. 

During the night our pickets, who were posted in the enemy’s camp, 
were fired upon several times; but with that exception all remained 
quiet until morning, when the enemy gave signal for a parley, which 
was succeeded by the joyful intelligence that they had surrendered the 
fort. "We were then ordered by General Smith to take the post of honor 
in marching to the enemy’s fort, where we planted our colors upon the 
battlements beside the white of the enemy, for which generous consid- 
eration he has our hearty thanks. 

When I come to speak of those who particularly distinguished them- 
selves for coolness and bravery, so many examples occur to me, that it 
seems invidious to make distinctions. 

Of those few who were in the most responsible positions—Lieutenant- 
Colonel Baker, Major Chipman, and Adjutant Tuttle—to say that they 
were cool and brave would not do them justice; they were gallant to 
perfection. Lieutenant-Colonel Baker had a ball pass through his cap 
and come out near his temple. Major Chipman was among the first to 
fall, severely wounded, while cheering on the men of the left wing, and 
refused to be carried from the field, but waved his sword and exhorted 
the men to press forward. 

Captains Slaymaker and Cloutman fell dead at the head of their com- 
panies before they reached the intrenchments. Near them also fell 
Lieutenant Harper. His death was that of a true and brave soldier. 

Captains Cox, Mills, Moore, and Wilkin were at the head of their com- 
panies marked examples of gallantry and efficiency. 

Lieutenants Scofield, Ensign, Davis, Holmes, Huntington, Weaver, 
Mastick, Snowden, and Godfrey—in fact, nearly all of my officers, com- 
missioned and non-commissioned—deported themselves nobly through- 
out the engagement. 

Sergeant-Major Braaner deserves very honorable mention for his 
gallant conduct. 

Surgeons Marsh and Nassau also deserve the highest praise for their 
skill and untiring devotion to the welfare of the wounded. Dr. Nassau 
was particularly noticed for his bravery on the field, taking off the 
wounded during a heavy fire from the enemy. 

I cannot omit in this report an account of the color-guard. Color- 
Sergeant Doolittle fell early in the engagement, pierced by four balls 
and dangerously wounded. The colors were then taken by Corporal 
Page, Company B, who soon fell dead. They were again raised by Cor- 
poral Churcher, Company I, who had his arm broken just as he entered 
the intrenchments, when they were taken by Corporal Twombly, Com. 
pany F, who was almost instantly knocked down by a spent ball, im- 
mediately rose, and bore them gallantly to the end of the fight. Nota 
single man of the color-guard but himself was on his feet at the close of 
the engagement. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. J. M. TUTTLE, 
, Colonel Second Iowa Infantry. 
Col. J. G. LAUMAN, 
Commanding Fourth Brigade. 
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No. 32. 
Report of Lieut. Col. James C. Parrott, Seventh Iowa Infantry. 


Fort DONELSON, TENN., February 19, 1862. 


Srr: I have the honor to make the following report of the movement 
of the Seventh Regiment Iowa Volunteer Infantry from February 12 to 
15 inclusive: 

The regiment left Fort Henry on-the morning of the 12th and pro- 
ceeded to the vicinity of Fort Donelson, where it arrived about 6 p. m. 
same day. The regiment, by your orders, was placed in position on an 
eminence about half a mile from the outer works of the enemy, to sup- 
port the First Missouri Battery, consisting of two 20-pounder Parrott 
guns, where it remained all night, the regiment bivouacking without 
shelter or blankets. 

On the morning of the 13th it was ordered by you to join its brigade 
on the extreme left wing, where it took part with said brigade in the 
assault on the rebel fortitications during the day. At sunset it returned 
to its former position, where it remained during the night, which was 
one of great inclemency. 

On the morning of the 14th it took position in rear of ground occupied 
the day previous, where it remained quietly during the day and night, 
sending out through the day two companies as skirmishers. 

On the 15th, about 2 p. m., you ordered us forward to the charge on 
the west end of the enemy’s fortifications, where it came up in good order 
and passed the intrenchments and rendered good service. It then took 
position in rear of the west breastworks, holding the position we had 
gained till next morning, when the capitulation took place. 

I am proud to say that the officers and men of the regiment behaved 
themse!ves with coolness and courage and nobly retained the reputation 
formerly won. 

Our casualties were 2 privates killed on the field; 2 lieutenants, 5 
sergeants, 2 corporals, and 28 privates wounded, most of them slightly 
and none mortally. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J. C. PARROTT, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Col. J. G. LAUMAN, 
Commanding Fourth Brigade, Second Division. 





No. 33. 
Report of Col. William T. Shaw, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH IOWA INFANTRY, 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 19, 1862. 


Sir: On February 13 my command, consisting of seven companies, 
was formed in line of battle by order of Colonel Lauman, commanding 
brigade, and ordered to advance with the Twenty-fifth Indiana upon the 
works in front and take a battery of two guns. I advanced under a 
heavy fire of musketry until I passed the point of a ridge on my right. 
I then received a heavy fire of grape from guns to the right, which, how- 
ever, did but little damage, as the range was too high. Perceiving no 
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guns in front, and the line being much broken, owing to unevenness of | 
the ground and the thick fallen timber, I halted my command to place 
men in the best position to advance, it being impossible to advance in 
line of battle; also to protect them as much as possible from the cross- 
fire from my right. I perceived at this time that the forces on my left, 
under the immediate command of Colonel Lauman, had halted. I waited 
to see by their movements whether we were to advance on the guns or 
_ the rifle pits, the latter being the direction pointed out to me by Colonel 
Lauman when I was ordered to advance on the guns. Aiter waiting 
about an hour, and seeing no movement on my lett, except from two 
advanced companies of skirmishers, who were retiring behind the main 
line, I withdrew my left wing, which was most exposed, out of range of 
the enemy’s guns, and remained there until night, keeping a few of my 
best marksmen sufficiently advanced to keep the enemy from coming 
outside their intrenchments to annoy my men by their marksmen. 

About dark I received an order from Colonel Lauman to fall back and 
take my old position for the night, but by a subsequent order from Gen- 
eral Smith I took a position one-half mile nearer the enemy. 

My loss during the day was light, being but 2 killed and 14 wounded. 

On Friday, the 14th instant, we remained in iront of the enemy with- 
out changing our position. | 

Saturday, the 15th, I remained in same position until after noon, we 
being. on the right of our brigade. Towards night the attack on the 
enemy’s works was made by a tlank movement of the brigade, commenc- 
ing on the left. Arriving in front of the enemy’s works, I deployed 
my left wing and marched them up the hill in line of battle. The right 
wing, owing to the nature of the ground, moved up by the left flank and 
formed inside the intrenchments. After remaining some time under a 
scattering fire of musketry and rather sharp fire of grape and shell, I 
formed my men behind the intrenchments on each side of two pieces 
of artillery, which had heen placed in position after our entrance into 
the intrenchments, where we remained until morning, when the enemy 
surrendered. 

My men behaved themselves well during both engagements, holding 
their fire till ordered and then delivering it with regularity and pre- 
cision. I have never seen men behave themselves better, whether 
under fire or bearing with patience and fortitude the fatigue and hard- 
ships necessarily incident to so long an engagement in such weather. 

My loss this day was 1 killed and 7 wounded. 

Where all behaved so well it is difficult to mention individuals with- 
out doing seeming injustice to others, but may mention the valuable 
services rendered by Sergt. Maj. 8S. H. Smith, who was shot dead by my 
side while encouraging the men on to enter the breastworks of the 
enemy; also First Lieut. William W. Kirkwood, commanding Company 
K, rendered very valuable assistance in forming the line in front of the 
enemy’s breastworks. 

Capt. Warren C. Jones, of Company I, also rendered valuable service 
in directing the fire of my marksmen, especially protecting the retiring 
of the skirmishers on the 13th instant. 

WM. T. SHAW, 


Colonel Fourteenth Regiment Iowa Volunteers. 


Col. J. G. LAUMAN, 
Commanding Fourth Brigade, Second Division. 


Cuar. XVIL] CAPTURE OF FORT DONELSON, TENN. 233 


No. 34. 


Report of Col. Morgan L. Smith, Eighth Missouri Infantry, commanding 
Fifth Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTH BRIGADE, 
Fort Heiman, Ky., February 18, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 15th instant, in obedience 
to your order, I stormed the hill on which the enemy were posted with 
my brigade, consisting of the Eighth Missouri and Eleventh Indiana 
Regiments, and retook and held the ground lost by some of our forces 
in the morning. I was gallantly supported by Colonel Cruft’s brigade. 
The hill was occupied by the First and Third Regiments of Mississippi 
Infantry, First Regiment Texas Infantry, Eighth Regiment Kentucky 
Infantry, and a battalion of Forrest Cavalry (Tennessee). The hill was 
covered at intervals with forest and dense underbrush. I deployed 
Company B, Eighth Missouri, Lieutenant Otis commanding, as skir- 
mishers, to advance rapidly and draw their fire, and_ascertain their 
position. I afterward deployed Company G, Captain Grier; Company 
H, Captain Swarthout; Company E, Captain Kirby, and Company A, 
Captain Johnson, with intervals of two paces, so that every advantage 
could be taken of trees for cover. In two instances their skirmishers 
and ours were occupying each side of the same tree for cover. It was 
here that the gallant Captain Swarthout, of Company H, fell. In his 
efforts to keep his men under cover he forgot, himself, and received two 
rifle bullets, either of which would have killed him instantly. After 
about an hour’s hard fighting, during which time we were advancing 
slowly, the enemy gave way. We pursued them for about a mile, to 
within 150 yards of their intrenchments, so closely that some of their 
arms were thrown away and 5 prisoners were taken, 3 by Company A 
and 2 by Company B, Eighth Missouri. | 

I then posted the grand guard between the battle ground of the 
morning and their intrenchments, with orders not to let them put any 
grand guard between their intrenchments and us, and had details from 
the Eleventh Indiana and Eighth Missouri carrying the wounded from 
the battle ground of the morning to the rear nearly all night. The 
wounded thus carried off were principally from the Eighth, Eleventh, . 
and Twentieth Illinois Regiments. The smail loss that my brigade 
sustained was owing to the admirable manner in which all orders were 
executed and the perfect confidence that existed between the officers 
and men, the officers all vieing with each other in accomplishing their 
object with the least possible loss of their brave men. : 

The gallant Eleventh Indiana would have gladly been in the lead, 
but kindly yielded to their brothers, the Eighth Missouri, with the 
understanding that it opens the ball on the next occasion, for which it 
is patiently waiting. Sutlice it to say that it was in line with the five 
companies of the Eighth Missouri, not deployed, on the hill exactly at 
the right time. 

Annexed please find report of killed, wounded, and missing;* also 
reports of Major McDonald and Colonel McGinnis of their regiments. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
MORGAN L.. SMITH, 
Colonel Eighth Missouri Volunteers, Comdg. Fifth Brigade. 


Capt. FRED. KNEFLER, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Fort Henry, Tenn. 


* See p. 169. 
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No. 35. 
Report of Col. George F. McGinnis, Eleventh Indiana Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH INDIANA REGIMENT. 
Fort Heiman, Ky., February 19, 1862. 

Sir: I beg leave to make the following report of the operations of 
the Eleventh Indiana, under my command, in the battle at Fort Donel- 
son, on the afternoon of the 15th instant: 

At about 1 o’dlock the order was given to prepare for action. Our 
regiment was immediately formed in line of battle under a heavy fire 
from the enemy, and advanced in good order to sustain the Eighth Mis- 
souri, which, being on the right, was the first engaged. As the enemy 
occupied a very advantageous position on a hill covered with a thick 
undergrowth which almost hid them from our view, I directed Capt. N. 
R. Ruckle, of Company Ii, to deploy his company as skirmishers so far 
as to cover our whole line, advance as rapidly as the nature of the 
ground would permit, and find out the position of the enemy; and 
nobly was this duty performed. After a few well-directed rounds from 
our men the enemy began to retire, and the Eleventh, gallantly sup- 
ported by the Eighth Missouri, advanced rapidly, driving the enemy 
before them, and soon occupied a position in advance of that from which 
a portion of our forces had been compelled to retire in the morning and 
within 500 yards of the enemy’s intrenchinents. We held that position 
under a heavy fire from the enemy’s guns until ordered to fall back and 
take position for the night. The night was one of the coldest of the 
season, but being within 800 yards of the enemy’s guns, we were not, of 
course, permitted to build fires, although greatly needed. All, howev er, 
submitted willingly and cheerfully and without a word of complaint, 
expecting to meet the enemy again in the morning. 

On the morning of the 16th we were again formed in line of battle, 
and advanced to within 400 yards of the enemy’s lines, expecting every 
moment to be attacked, when we heard the glorious news that Fort 
Donelson had surrendered. 

I-cannot close this report without sincerely thanking every company 
officer engaged in the action for the gallant manner in which they per- 
formed their duties, and especially First Lieuts. John P. Megrew, of 
Company B, and John L. Hanna, of Company IF, who, being the only 
commissioned officers with their respective companies, controlled them 
to my entire satisfaction. Lieutenant-Colonel Kobinson, Major Elston, . 
and Adjutant Macauley behaved with great gallantry, always at the 
post of greatest danger, encouraging all and cheering on to the conflict. 
To them I am much indebted for valuable assistance. Second Lieut. 
Henry McMullen, of Company C, while gallantly performing his duty, 
was disabled during the early part of the engagement, and was com- 
pelled to retire from the field. 

Surgecn Thompson and Assistant Surgeon Brown are deserving of 
especial mention for their unremitting attentions to the wounded and 
dying, not only of our own command, but of all others who came under 
their observation. They labored incessantly for twenty-four hours, 
attending to all that were brought to their notice, thereby setting an 
example that it would have been well for other surgeons that could be 
mentioned to have imitated. 

Respectfully, GEORGE F. McGINNIS, 
Colonel Eleventh Indiana. 

Col. MoreGan L. Smita, 

Comdg. Fifth Brigade, General GC. F. Smith's Division. 
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No. 36. 
Report of Maj. John McDonald, Eighth Missourt Infantry. 


Hpers. EIGHTH REGIMENT MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS, 
Fort Heiman, Ky., February 19, 1862. 


Sin: I have the honor to make the following report of my command 
in the late engagement with the enemy at Fort Donelson: 

I was ordered by yourself on the 15th instant to take a position on 
the right wing of the brigade, to retake a hill on the right, which our 
forces, commanded by General McClernand, had lost in the morning. [ 
made the attack, led by yourself, you at the time taking the command, 
giving all the necessary directions and commands—in fact, leading the 
entire engagement, which lasted some three hours. We regained the 
position and maintained it all that night by standing in position and sta- 
tioning pickets within 80 yards of the enemy’s intrenchments. On the 
morning following we were notified that there was a flag of truce ap- 
proaching, which brought the intelligence of the surrender of the enemy’s 
forts and forces. The following is a list of the killed and wounded, also 
the conduct in general of the officers and men most worthy of mention: 

Company A, William A. Johnson commanding, were deployed as 
skirmishers, and rendered good service throughout the action. Captain 
Jolnson, First Lieut. G. M. Crane, and Second Lieut. Nelson Patterson, 
are worthy of note for their coolness and bravery throughout the fight. 

Company B, First Lieut. Edmund R. Otis commanding, were also 
deployed as skirmishers, leading the attack and doing excellent service, 
with but small loss. Much credit is also due Lieutenant Moffett for 
promptness and courage. 

Company C, Second Lieut. Harry B. Harris commanding, took an 
active part in the engagement, meeting with no loss. 

Company D, Capt. Giles A. Smith commanding, deserves great credit 
for his coolness and the condition in which he held his men during the 
fight. 

Company E, Capt. D. T. Kirby commanding, were deployed as skir- 
mishers, both officers and men acquitting themselves with much credit. 

Company F, Capt. A. A. Jameson commanding, acquitted themselves 
with great credit, having none killed or wounded. First Lieut. J. W. 
Barr, of Company I, being attached to this company, did excellent serv- 
ice. The same is due to Second Lieut. Philip H. Murphy. _. 

Company G, Capt. David P. Grier commanding, were deployed as 
skirmishers, causing great destruction in the enemy’s ranks. Captain 
Grier is a brave and efficient officer. 

Company H, Capt. George B. Swarthout commanding, were deployed 
as skirmishers. The captain, avery brave officer, led his company, caus- 
ing great destruction in the ranks of the enemy. 

Company K, Second Lieut. Charles Vierbeller commanding, did good 
service, having but 2 men wounded. 

Some of the above officers and men were detached as sharpshooters, 
under the command of Capt. Hugh Neill, doing excellent service through- 
out the engagement. 

First Sergeant Dwyer, Corporal Powell, Private Bracken, of Company 
A; First Sergeant Boyd, Private Sartore, Company B; First Sergeant — 
Murray, and Private , Company E, being wounded, stiil remained 
at their posts as though nothing had happened. First Sergeant Mus- 
selman and Sergeants Scahill and Bogert, Corporals Vail and Boggs, 
Company F; Sergeants O’Donald and Crandall; Corporals Spence and 





236 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND 8S. W. VA. [Cuar. XVIL 


Bamford, and Privates Bennett, McCullough, and Taylor, Company G, 
are worthy of much credit for their bravery and willingness when called 
upon as volunteers to go where danger was greatest. 

The aggregate number of this regiment when going into battle was 
680. Our loss was comparatively small for the average number of men 
and the victory achieved, which is attributed to the efficiency of Col. M. 
L. Smith, commanding the brigade. We captured during the engage- 
ment three of the enemy’s flags—one from the Iirst Texas Regiment, 
one from the Second Mississippi, and one from the Fifty-second Tennes- 
see. Capt. William Hill, acting lieutenant-colonel, and Capt. Charles 
McDonald, acting major, were promptly at their posts throughout the 
fight. In fact, all in my command acquitted themselves with much 
credit. All of which I have the honor to submit. 


I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN McDONALD, 


Major, Commanding Eighth Regiment Missouri Volunteers. 


Col. MoRGAN L. SMITH, 
Comdg. Fifth Brigade, General C. £. Smith’s Div., U. 8. Vols. 





No. 37. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Lewis Wallace, U. 8S. Army, commanding Third 
Division. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION U. S. FORCES, 
District of West Tennessee, Fort Henry, February 20, 1862. 


Sir: A report of the action of my division before Fort Donelson has 
been delayed from various causes. I submit it to the general speedily 
as possible. 

The Third Division, assigned to me, consisted of the Thirty-first Indi- 
ana, Lieutenant-Colonel Osborn commanding; Seventeenth Kentucky, 
Col. John H. McHenry; Forty-fourth Indiana, Col. Hugh B. Reed, and the 
Twenty-fifth Kentucky, Col. James M. Shackelford, all constituting the 
First Brigade, Col. Charles Cruft commanding; also, the First Nebraska, 
Lieutenant-Colonel McCord; Seventy-sixth Ohio, Colonel Woods; Sixty- 
eighth Ohio, Colonel Steedman, constituting the Third Brigade, Col. 
John M. Thayer commanding. <A brigade numbered two in the order 
was not found together as an organization before or after the action. 
Three regiments—the !orty-sixth Illinois, Colonel Davis; TFifty-seventh 
Illinois, Colonel Baldwin, and the Fifty-eighth [linois, Colonel Lynch, 
believed to be a portion of the last-mentioned brigade—came up on 
Saturday during the action and were attached to Colonel Thayer's 
command. 

The position of the Third Division was in the center of the line of 
attack, General McClernand being on the right and General Smith on 
the left. My orders, received from General Grant, were to hold my pesi- 
tion and prevent the enemy from escaping in that direction; in other 
words, to remain there and repel any sally from the fort. Under the 
orders I had no authority to take the offensive. The line established 
for my command was on the cone of a high ridge, thickly wooded to the 
front and rear, and traversed by a road which made the way of com- 
munication from the right to the left of our army. The right of my 
division, when posted, was within good supporting distance from General 
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McClernand and not more than 500 yards from the enemy’s outworks; 
indeed, my whole line was within easy cannon-shot from them. 

The evening of the 14th (Friday) was quiet, broken at intervals by 
guns from the rebels. At night pickets were sent to the front along 
the line, which was retired somewhat behind the ridge, to enable the 
men 1n safety to build fires for their bivouacs. They laid down as best 
they eould on beds of ice and snow, a strong, cold wind making the con- 
dition still more disagreeable. 

The morning of the 15th my division formed line early, called up by 
the sound of battle raging on the extreme right, supposed at first to be 
General McClernand attacking. The firing was very heavy and con- 
tinuous, being musketry and artillery mixed. About 8 o’clock came a 
message from General McClernand, asking assistance. It was hurried 
to headquarters, but General Grant was at that time on board one of 
the gunboats, arranging, as was understood, an attack from the river- 
side. Before it was heard from, a second message reached me from 
General McClernand, stating substantially that the enemy had turned 
his flanks, and were endangering his whole command. Upon this Colo- 
nel Cruft was instantly ordered to move his brigade on to the right and 
report to General McClernand. Imperfectly directed by a guide, the 
colonel’s command was carried to the extreme right of the engaged lines, 
where it was attacked by a largely superior force, and, after the retreat or 
retirement of the division he was sent to support, for a time bore the 
brunt of the battle. After a varied struggle, charging and receiving 
charges, the enemy quit him, when he fell back in position nearer to 
support, his ranks in good order and unbroken except where soldiers of 
other regiments plunged through them in hurried retreat. In this way 
a portion of Colonel Shackelford’s regiment (Twenty-fifth Kentucky) 
and about 20 of the Thirty-first Indiana, with their commanding ofiicers, 
became separated from their colors. 

Soon fugitives from the battle came crowding up the hill in rear of 
my own line, bringing unmistakable signs of disaster. Captain Rawlins 
Was conversing with me at the time, when a mounted ofiicer galloped 
down the road, shouting “ We are cut to pieces.” The result was very 
perceptible. To prevent a panic among the regiments of my Third 
Brigade I ordered Colonel Thayer to move on by the right flank. He 
promptly obeyed. Going in advance of the movement myself, I met 
portions of regiments of General McClernand’s division coming back in 
excellent order, conducted by their brigade commanders, Colonels Wal- 
lace, Oglesby, and McArthur, and all calling for more ammunition, want 
of which was the cause of their misfortune. 

Colonel Wallace, whose coolness under the circumstances was aston- 
ishing, informed me that the enemy were following and would shortly 
attack. The crisis was come. There was no time to await orders. My 
Third Brigade had to be thrust between our retiring forces and the 
advancing fce. Accordingly, I conducted Colonel Thayer’s command 
up the road to where the ridge dips towards the rebel works, and 
directed the colonel to form a new line of battle at a right angle with 
the old one; sent for Company A, Chicago Light Artillery, and dis- 
patched a messenger to inform General Smith of the state of affairs and 
ask him for assistance. 

The head of Colonel Thayer’s column filed right double-quick. Lieu- 
tenant Wood, commanding the artillery company sent for, galloped up 
with a portion of his battery and posted his pieces so as to sweep 
approach by the road in front. <A line of reserve was also formed at 
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convenient distance in rear of the first line, consisting of the Seventy- 
sixth Ohio and the Forty-sixth and Forty-seventh Illinois. The new 
front thus formed covered the retiring regiments, helpless from lack of 
ammunition, but which coolly halted not far off, some of them actually 
within reach of the enemy’s musketry, to refill their cartridge boxes, 
and, as formed, my new front consisted of Wood’s battery across the 
road; on the right of the battery the First Nebraska and Fifty-eighth 
{inois; left of the battery a detached company of the Thirty-second 
Illinois, Captain Davidson, and the Fifty-eighth Ohio, its left obliquely 
retired. Scarcely had this formation been made when the enemy 
attacked, coming up the road and through the shrubs and trees on 
both sides of it, and making the battery and the First Nebraska the 
principal points of attack. They met the storm, no man flinching, and 
their fire was terrible. To say they did well is not enough. ‘Their con- 
duct was splendid. They alone repelled the charge. Colonel Cruft, as 
was afterwards ascertained, from his position saw the enemy retire to 
their works pell-mell and in confusion. Too much praise cannot be 
given Lieutenant Wood and his company and Lieutenant-Colonel Mc- 
Cord and his sturdy regiment. That was the last sally from Fort 
Donelson. 

This assault on my position was unquestionably a bold attempt to 
follow up the success gained by the enemy in their attack upon our 
right. Fortunately it was repelled. Time was thus obtained to look 
up Colonel Cruft’s brigade, which after considerable trouble was found 
in position to the right of my new line, whither it had fallen back. 
Riding down its front I found the regiments in perfect order, having 
done their duty nobly but with severe loss, and eager for another en- 
gagement. The deployment of a line of skirmishers readily united 
them with Colonel Thayer’s brigade, and once more placed my com- 
mand in readiness for orders. 

About 3 o’clock General Grant rode up the hill and ordered an advance 
and attack on the enemy’s left, while General Smith attacked their right. 
At General McClernand’s request I undertook the proposed assault. 
Examining the ground forming the position to be assailed (which was 
almost exactly the ground lost in the morning), I quickly arranged my 
column of attack. At the head were placed the Eighth Missouri, Col. 
M. L. Smith, and the Eleventh Indiana, Col. George I’. McGinnis, the 
two regiments, making a brigade, under Colonel Smith. Colonel Cruft’s 
brigade completed the column. As a support two Ohio [Seventeenth 
and Forty-ninth Illinois] regiments under Colonel Ross were moved up 
and well advanced on the left flank of the assailing force, but held in 
reserve. Well aware of the desperate character of the enterprise, J in- 
formed the regiments of it as they moved on, and they answered with 
cheers and cries of “Forward!” “ Forward!” and I gave the word. 

My directions as to the mode of attack were general, merely to form 
columns of regiments, march up the hill which was the point of assault, 
and deploy as occasion should require. Colonel Smith observed that 
form, attacking with the Eighth Missouri in front. Colonel Cruft, how- 
ever, formed line of battle at the foot of the hill, extending his regi- 
ments around to the right. And now began the most desperate, yet in 
my opinion the most skillfully executed, performance of the battle. 

It is at least 300 steps from the base to the top of the hill. The ascent 
is much broken by outcropping ledges of rock and for the most part 
impeded by dense underbrush. - Smith’s place of attack was clear, but 
rough and stony. Cruft’s was through the trees and brush. The 
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enemy’s lines were distinctly visible on the hill-side. Evidently they 
were ready. Colonel Smith began the fight without waiting for the 
First Brigade. <A line of skirmishers from. the Eighth Missouri sprang 
out and dashed up, taking intervals as they went, until they covered 
the head of the column. A lively fire opened on them from the rebel 
pickets, who retired, obstinately contesting the ground. In several 
instances assailant and assailed sought cover behind the same tree. 
Four rebel prisoners were taken in this way, of whom 2 were killed by 
a Shell from their own battery while being taken to the rear. 

Meantime the regiments slowly followed the skirmishers. About 
quarter the way up they received the first volley from the hill-top around 
which it ran, a long line of fire disclosing somewhat of the strength of 
the enemy. Tnstantly, under order of Colonel Smith, both his regiments 
laid down. The skirmishers were the chief victims. George B. Swarth- 
out, captain of Company H, Highth Missouri, was killed, gallantly fight- 
ing "far in advance. Soon as the fury of the ‘fire abated both regiments 
rose up and rushed on, and in that way they at length closed upon the 
enemy, talling when the volleys grew hottest, dashing on when they 
slackened or ceased. Meanwhile their own fire was constant and deadly. 
Meanwhile, also, Colonel Cruft’s line was marching up in support and 
to the right of Colonel Smith. The woods through which he was mov- 
ing seemed actually to crackle with musketry. Finally the Highth and 
eleventh cleared the hill, driving the rebel regiments at least three- 
quarters of a mile before them and halting within 150 yards of the in- 
trenchments behind which the enemy took refuge. This was about 5 
o’clock, and concluded the day’s fightin g. In my opinion it also brought 
forth the surrender. 

While the fighting was in progress an order reached me through 
Colonel Webster to retire my column, as a new plan of operations was 
in contemplation for the next day. If carried out, the order would have 
compelied me to give up the hill so hardly recaptured. Satisfied that 
the general did not know of our success when he issued the direction, I 
assumed the responsibility of disobeying it, and held the battle ground 
that night. Wearied as they were, few slept, for the night was bitter 
cold, and they had carried the lost field of the morning’s action, th: :kly 
strewn with the dead and wounded of McClernand’s regiments. The 
number of Illinoisans there found mournfully attested the desperation 
cf their battle and how firmly they had fought it. AI] night and till 
far in the morning my soldiers, generous as they were gallant, were en- 
gaged ministering to and removing their own wounded and the wounded 
of the First Division, not forgetting those of the enemy. 

Next morning about daybreak Lieutenant Ware, my aide-de-camp, 
conducted Colonel Thayer’s brigade to the foot of the hill. Lieutenant 
Wood’s battery was also ordered to the same point, my intention being 
to storm the intrenchments about breakfast time. While making dis- 
position for that purpose a white flag made its appearance. The result 
was that I rode to General Buckne1’s quarters, sending Lieutenant Ross 
with Major Rogers, of the Third Mississippi (rebel) Regiment, to inform 
General Grant that the place was surrendered and my “troops in posses- 
sion of the town and all the works on the right. 

In concluding, it gives me infinite pleasure to call attention to certain 
ofticers and men of my division. If General McClernand has knowledge 
of the prompt assistance Colonel Cruft and his brigade carried his brave 
but suffering regiments in the terrible battle of Saturday morning his 
notice of their conduct will make it superfluous for me to praise it. In 
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the afternoon’s fight for the recapture of the hill the colonel led his tired 
column with unabated courage. Maj. Fred. Arn, Thirty-first Indiana; 
Col. James M. Shackelford, Twenty-fifth Kentucky ; Col. Hugh B. Reed, 
Forty-fourth Indiana, and Col. John H. McHenry, Seventeenth Ken- 
tucky, and their field and company officers, all won honor and lasting 
praise, nor can less be given to the valor and endurance of the men who 
composed their regiments. 

To the promptness and courage of Colonel Thayer, commanding Third 
Brigade, in the execution of my orders on the occasion, I attribute in 
a large degree the repulse of the enemy in their attack upon my position 
about 10.30 or 11 o’clock in the morning. There can be no question about 
the excellence of his conduct during that fierce trial. Lieutenant-Col- 
onel McCord and his First Nebraska Regiment, and Lieut. P. P. Wood 
and his company, A, Chicago Light Artillery, have already been spoken 
of in terms warmer than mere commendation. 

I have reserved for the last the mention of that officer whose mention 
I confess gives me most pleasure—Col. Morgan L. Smith. This officer 
led his old regiment, the Eighth Missouri, and the Eleventh Indiana, 
united as a brigade under his command, in the charge that resulted in 
the recapture of our position on the right. Words cannot do justice to 
his courage and coolness. All through the conflict I could see him ride 
to and fro, and could hear his voice, clear as a bugle’s, and as long as I 
heard it I knew the regiments were safe and their victory sure. Pro- 
motion has been fr. quently promised him; if it does not come now Mis- 
souri will fail to recognize and honor her bravest soldier. 

To Major McDonald, commanding Eighth Missouri, and to Colonel 
McGinnis, Lieut. Col. W. J. H. Robinson, and Maj. I. C. Elston, of the 
Eleventh Indiana, and the officers and men of both those regiments, 
most honorable mention is due. 

Capt. Fred. Knefler, my assistant adjutant-general, and Lieuts. James 
R. Ross and Addison Ware, my aides-de-camp, rendered me prompt 
and efficient service in the field. Their courage and fidelity have earned 
my lasting gratitude. Nor am I less indebted to my orderlies, Thomas 
W. Simpson and Bird Fletcher, of Company I, Fourth U. 8. Cavalry, 
both of whom are brave, intelligent soldiers, worthy promotion. 

Of that portion of my division not mentioned as in action I would 
say they were being carefully saved for the proposed assault on Sunday. 
Had the surrender not taken place they would have been placed fore- 
most in the attack. When my position was attacked in the forenoon 
they were under fire, and by their patient endurance and soldierly be- 
havior won my fullest confidence. The regiments alluded to were the 
Seventy-sixth, Sixty-eighth, and Fifty-eighth Ohio and the Forty-sixth 
and Fifty-seventh Illinois. | 

Maj. T. W. Fry, surgeon, attached to my staff, who performed his duties 
in the most skillful manner, freely exposing himself, will at the earliest 
moment furnish a list of the casualties that happened in my division 
during the battle. 

Sincerely hoping the general may prove as fortunate in every battle 
he may have occasion to fight, I beg leave to congratulate him on his 
success in this one, and subscribe myself, most respectfully, his very 


obedient servant, 
LEW2WALLACE, 
General, Third Division. 
Capt. JoHN A. RAWLINS, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. U. 8. Forces, District West Tennessee. 
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No. 38. 
Report of Surg. Thomas W. Fry, U. S. Army, Medical Director. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD Division, U. 8. Forces, 
fort Henry, February 22, 1862. 


The following is the official report of the killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing of the Third Division of the army in the battle of Fort Donelson, 
on Saturday, the 15th day of January, 1862, so far as reported to me 
by brigade and regimental surgeons. Several regiments of the division 
remained at Fort Donelson, whose surgeons will no doubt report directly 


to you.* 
* * * * * * 


Recapitulation. 


a 
Killed. Wounded. | Missing. 
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In making this report I take great pleasure in bearing testimony to 
the promptness, faithfulness, and ability with which Brigade Surgeon 
Keenon and the surgeons and assistants of this division of the army 
performed their duties. They followed their regiments into the midst 
of danger and exposed their lives to aid the wounded. Surg. J. C. 
Thompson and Asst. Surg. Clay Brown, of the Eleventh Indiana, and 
Surgeon Bailey and Assistant Surgeon Winnis, of the Eighth Missouri, 
were exposed to a most terrible fire from the enemy, having been ordered 
to follow their men into the field of battle by the medical director, H. 
S. Hewitt. The surgeons of this division generally complain of dis- 
courteous treatment on the part of the medical director. When mani- 
festing an earnest solicitude for their wounded and making inquiries 
as to the time and manner of transportation and ultimate destination 
they were rudely and offensively repulsed without the desired informa- 
tion. They also complain that in the exercise of extra and arbitrary 
power they were deprived the privilege of attending their own men, of 
dressing their wounds, or attending them when taken to the boats. The 
report of such conduct is to me a matter of deep regret, and against 
such conduct I beg leave to protest. j 

In my opinion, which is sustained by all the surgeons with whom I 
have conversed, the removal of those on whom amputations and other 
severe operations had been performed was unwise and highly injudi- 





; * Nominal list omitted. 
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cious, endangering the lives of those who might otherwise recover. The 
houses occupied as hospitals could have been retained, and surgeons 
detuiled to wait on them until recovery had so far advanced as to ren- 
ler removal comparatively safe. The hurry of moving, the necessary 
or careless displacement of dressings, the pain inflicted by incessant jar- 
ring must add fearfully to the already dangerous condition of the 
wounded. If necessary, surgeons and nurses in sufficient numbers 
would volunteer to render every service to those who were injured in 
defense of their government. Had dangers of an attack or of falling 
into the enemy’s hands existed, the necessity of removal would have 
been imperative, but no such danger existed. It is greatly to be feared 
that the mortality will be fearfully increased, more especially when 
steamboats crowded with the wounded, as was the case with the steamer 
Tuts, were sent off without a single surgeon. Dressings wouid neces- 
sarily be displaced, requiring immediate readjustment, and secondary 
hemorrhage likely to occur, which is always alarming, and especially 
when the patient is in motion. There were surgeons belonging to this 
division anxious to attend the wounded on their perilous journey whose 
services would have been cheerfully dispensed with by their regiments, 
but they were refused, and ordered to join their regiments, and the 
wounded sent without medical attention. Imperative duty compels me 
to report these facts, unpleasant though it be. That they were suffered 
to occur can be attributed alone to incapacity or willful neglect on the 
part of those having charge. 

Most of the forenoon on the day of battle I was busily engaged at the 
hospital on the extreme right, in a narrow valley near the scene of action, 
where the wounded from General McClernand’s division were rapidly 
crowding in. Here the slightly wounded, the mangled, the dying, and 
the dead presented a scene which baffles description; and, adding to the 
difficulties and dangers of our position, hundreds of armed soldiers 
rushed in, and remained until a volley of musketry from the enemy 
caused them to seek other and safer quarters. 

It was my fortune to administer to Lieutenant-Colonels White and 
Erwin, of the Eleventh and Thirty-first Illinois Regiments, in their last 
moments. They died without a murmur and without a struggle—Colo- 
nel White, if I mistake not, from a shot in the neck, and Colonel Erwin, 
in the side. When the hospital was fired on, Surgeon Thompson, of 
Illinois, and myself retired, with all the wounded that could be moved, 
to hospitals farther in the rear. Since the surrender, officers of the 
rebel army have informed me that the fire on the hospital was accidental 
and ceased the moment the flag was seen. About noon I established a 
general hospital on the extreme left, in the headquarters of General 
Grant, who very kindly and generously offered them for that purpose. 
Notwithstanding the abundant supply of hospital stores which. the 
medical director informed me were on hand, nothing was sent us, 
neither medicine nor tvod, neither bandage nor plaster. The field 
service ot the surgeons and such articles as could be pressed into 
service constituted our supply, and the little food obtained was secured 
by dint of perseverance from regimental quartermasters. That hos- 
pital stores and provisions were not supplied under such circumstances 
involves criminal neglect or incapacity on the part of those in charge 
of this department. 

Kind and careful attention to the wounded soldier is a high and most 
sacred duty. Surgeon Sexton, of [52d] Indiana Regiment, and Assist- 
ant Surgeon Christy, of the Thirty-second Illinois, were aiding me at 
the hospital. Surgeon Marsh, of the Second lowa, and Assistant Sur- 
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geon Martin at times gave us most valuable assistance. Dr. Sexton, an 
efficient and skillful surgeon when sober, was so much under the. 
influence of liquor for twenty-four hours as to be incapable of dis- 
charging the responsible duties of his office. Assistant Surgeon Christy 
was exceedingly kind, prompt, and skillful, rendering most timely and 
efficient aid. 

In our hospital there were three amputations above the knee, a num- 
ber of fingers taken off, balls extracted, and wounds such as described 
in the foregoing report dressed. | 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

THOS. W. FRY, 
Brigade Surgeon, Acting Medical Director. 

H. 8. HEwIrt, 

Brigade Surgeon and Medical Director U. S. Forces. 





No. 39. 


feport of Col. Charles Cruft, Thirty-first Indiana Infantry, commanding 
first Brigade. 


Hpqrs. 1st Bric., 3D Div., DEPT. WEST TENNESSEE, 
Fort Henry, February 18, 1862. 


I have the honor to report to you the part taken in the reduction of 
Fort Donelson and the fortifications near Dover, Tenn., on the 15th 
instant, by the First Brigade of your division. The brigade was com- 
posed of the Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Osborn 
temporarily commanding; Twenty-fifth Kentucky Volunteers, Col. 
James M. Shackelford; eight companies of the Forty-fourth Indiana 
Volunteers, Col. Hugh B. Reed, and the Seventeenth Kentucky Volun- 
teers, Col. John H. McHenry. 

At 8.30 o’clock a. m. General Wallace’s order was received to put the 
brigade in rapid motion to the extreme right of our line, for the purpose 
of re-enforcing General McClernand’s division. It was speedily moved 
forward in column of companies, the Twenty-fifth Kentucky in advance, 
followed by the Thirty-first Indiana, the Seventeenth Kentucky, and 
the Forty-fourth Indiana. An order to halt the column at a point indi- 
cated for the formation of the regiments in line was not executed by the 
advance, owing to the pressing request of a messenger from one of the 
Illinois regiments, then to the right, to hurry forward and engage the 
enemy. The guide sent with the head of the column here shamefally 
abandoned it, not, however, until he had given Colonel Shackelford an 
improper instruction after passing Taylor’s battery in the direction of ° 
the enemy’s intrenchments, and entering the woods just beyond, the 
head of the column became suddenly engaged with a superior force of 
the enemy in front and to the right. This appeared to be a force that 
was endeavoring to outilank the battery and the line of infantry sup- 
porting it and pass into the ravine behind. A well-directed fire was 
opened on the Twenty-fifth Kentucky and Thirty-first Indiana before 
they could form to resist it. The line of battle, however, was formed 
rapidly and steadily under continued volleys of the enemy’s musketry. 
The Seventeenth Kentucky and Forty-fourth Indiana were shortly 
brought up in good order and entered the action. The enemy’s fire upon 
the right continued to be very severe, and this assault was pressed up 
to within 20 feet of our lines. It continued for some minutes with much 
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fury and was replied to with effect by our men. I was then at the left 
of the line. At this juncture it was reported to me that two officers 
from other regiments then on the right came up, and, without consulting 
the colonel of the Twenty-fifth Kentucky, ordered his men forward 
down the enemy’s line. They pressed down under a heavy volley and 
again opened their fire. While thus fighting, officers from the other 
regiments then at the right rode up and ordered the Twenty-fifth Ken- 
tucky to cease firing, and it accordingly did. Almost simultaneously 
with this, troops from the other brigade at the right retreated in contfu- 
sion, and some of them passing cbliquely against my line broke through 
it, disconnecting a portion of the Twenty-fifth Kentucky, with Colonel 
Shackelford and his associate field and staff officers, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Osborn, of the Thirty-first Indiana, with a few of the privates 
of his command. 

The brigade was now left without support, occupying the extreme 
right of the line of investment and in advance of it halfa mile. It was 
ordered to fall back in line and occupy the slope of the hill a few hun- 
dred feet in the rear of the point of attack. The movement was accom- 
plished in good order. This brought the Forty-fourth Indiana in line 
on the left. A message was now received from one of the [llinois regi- 
ments, requesting that the left should not fire. This message was 
regarded, and the Forty-fourth Indiana commanded to reserve their fire 
till ordered. In the meau time a heavy fire was poured into the regiment 
by the enemy. The line was here twice attacked and the enemy each 
time repulsed. From this position an effective charge was mide, fore- 
ing the enemy to retire for some distance. An attempt was now made 
to outflank my line on the right. It was continually worked to our 
right, however, to resist this. A company of the Thirty-first Indiana 
was detailed as skirmishers on the right, in the bushes beyond. The 
fight was still progressing, but at this time the regiment to our left, 
supporting the battery, gave way (from want of ammunition, aS was 
said), and a portion rushed into our rear, creating some confusion in the 
Forty-fourth Indiana, carrying with them some men of that regiment 
and exposing it to the flanking fire of the enemy, who appeared at that 
point with a considerable force of both cavalry and infantry. It was 
ordered to return the fire, and soon repulsed the enemy. The whole 
brigade was now moved in line to the rear in complete order, and occu- 
pied a better position on a commanding ridge in front of the enemy. 
‘An ineffectual advance was again made by the enemy, which was 
repulsed, and the firing ceased, except some skirmishing between a 
small detail of men sent to the front and the enemy’s sharpshooters. 
Here the enemy drew off, leaving us in possession of the ground, and 
commenced retreating to the right, pursuing the woods, at times in 
sight, to a ridge across a large ravine about a half mile to our right, and 
establishing himself there in force. This threw him to the right and 
rear of us, and endangered the hospital buildings in our rear, to which 
our wounded had been conveyed. 

The firing had now ceased on all sides. It being impossible to com- 
municate with General Wallace or get dispatches to him, and informa- 
tion being casually received that the main line had been established 
farther back, it was deemed prudent to retire upon it. This was ac- 
cordingly done, and the brigade was formed in column and marched to 
the high ground just north of the hospital buildings, with a view to pro- 
tect them, to form part of the main line and to watch the enemy on our 
right. Upon communicating with the geueral commanding division, the 
position was regarded by him as well taken, and the order given to hold 
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it at all hazards. Here the men rested on their armsfor some time, hav- 
ing been hotly engaged with the enemy at intervals for more than three 
hours. | 

This concluded our engagement of the morning. The brigade re- 
mained in position on the extreme right (a short distance from Colonel 
Thayer’s brigade), in view of the enemy during the subsequent action 
at the center, holding him in check and protecting the hospital. During 
the engagement at the center a volley was fired on the hospital by the 
enemy’s sharpshooters from the hills to the right, and but for the pres- 
ence of the brigade it would doubtless have been taken. In this posi- 
tion valuable information was obtained as to the enemy’s movements 
on the right. From this point dispatches were sent and here subse- 
quently General Wallace met me. 

The ground on which the action occurred is a succession of hills and 
ravines, covered with a thick undergrowth of oak bushes. The dead- 
ened leaves of the oak shrubs were almost identical in color with the 
brown jean uniforms of the enemy, and rendered it almost impossible 
to distinguish their line until a fire revealed its locality. This fact, 
together with the character of the ground, gave the enemy a great ad- 
vantage, and spread a feeling of uncertainty among the men as to the 
location of the attacking lines. It is impossible to say with accuracy 
what force of the enemy was encountered. From the best observations 
that could be made it 1s believed that there were at least five regiments 
of infantry and one of cavalry, the whole under command of Col. Roger 
W. Hanson. 

At about 4 p. m. an order was received from General Wallace to co- 
operate with Colonel Simith’s brigade, consisting of the Eighth Missouri 
and the Eleventh Indiana, in carrying the enemy’s works on the right, 
in the front of Dover, by storm. The officers and men, though much 
fatigued from the action of the morning and worn from loss of rest and 
lack of food, responded cheerfully to the order and wheeled into column. 
The enemy was in force on the hill, under cover of the wood on both 
sides of the only road leading up into the direction of the works. It 
Was necessary to cross an open space of several hundred feet, exposed 
to the enemy’s fire, before the foot of the hill could be reached. The 
Eighth Missouri led the advance up the road. The Eleventh Indiana 
charged up the hill on the left.. The Forty-fourth Indiana followed up 
the road. Five companies of the Thirty-first Indiana were ordered up 
the hill on the extreme leit, and the remainder of this regiment, with the 
residue of the brigade, were ordered to the right, to outflank the enemy 
and attack in rear. The assault was a complete success. All the regi- 
ments behaved handsomely. The whole of my brigade was actually 
engaged. In a sharp and desperate fight of a few minutes’ duration the 
hill was carried by storm, and the enemy, with tremendous cheers, driven 
up to and within his breastworks. The flank attack of the portion of . 
my brigade up the hill, in a line at a right angle to the main advance, 
was gallantly conducted, and contributed no doubt largely to the rout 
ot the enemy. Colonel Dickey, of the Fourth Illinois Cavalry, during 
the attack, at my request dismounted four-fifths of his troops, armed 
with Sharp’s rifles, and led them up the hill in support of regiments 
engaged. His aid, however, was not required. 

This action, a brilliant one in any view, was rendered more so from 
the fact that it was made in the face of aheavy fire of grape and sharp- 
nel from the battery of the enemy located across the ravine to the left 
of the road, in full command of the hill and the approaches to it. After 
pursuing the enemy to the open ground in front of the fortifications, a 
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distance of over half a mile, an order was received to fall back to the 
hill where the attack was made and there encamp, hold the position 
during the night, and prepare to storm the works early in the morning. 
The regiments slept on the hill-side, and were aroused early the follow- 
ing morning (16th) and drawn up in column, ready to march, to the 
assault, when intelligence of the surrender of the enemy was received. 
According to orders, I then marched the brigade through the enemy’s 
works to Dover, and took possession of the town ard the large number 
of prisoners and amount of army stores which it contained. 

As a whole, the officers and men of the various regiments of my com- 
mand behaved well. They received the enemy’s fire with coolness and 
returned it with steadiness and effect. Orders were executed with com- 
mendable promptness and precision. In view of such general soldierly 
bearing it is difficult to discriminate individual instances of valor. 
Many such fell under my immediate observation and others are reported 
by commanders of regiments. These cases will form the subject of a 
subsequent report at an early day. 

The members of the brigade staff are entitled to commendation for 
their conduct during the day. They accompanied me through every 
danger, and were at all times ready to brave any personal hazard. 
Capt. W. H. Fairbanks, acting assistant adjutant-general, was con- 
stantly in the field, at times also acting aide-de-camp. His conduct was 
creditable throughout. Lieut. Frank H. Bristow, acting aide-de-camp, 
discharged his duties in a courageous and satisfactory mauner. He 
was fired upon frequently and had several narrow escapes. Private 
Charles Edwin Terry, my secretary, acted also as aide-de-camp during 
both actions, and exhibited a cool and determined bravery worthy of 
special notice. 

Iam, captain, very respectfully, yours, &c., 
CHARLES CRUFT, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. FRED. KNEFLER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Division. 





No. 40. 
Report of Maj. Frederick Arn, Thirty-first Indiana Infantry. 


Hpers. THIRTY-FIRST REGIMENT INDIANA VOLUNTEERS, 
Fort Henry, Tenn., February 18, 1862. 


Str: In obedience to your order, the regiment left its camp, near 
Fort Donelson, on the morning of the 15th February, 1862, with an 
effective force of 727 men. The order given to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Osborn was to follow the Twenty-fifth Kentucky Regiment and form 
in line on the left, and awaitfurther orders. Before the regiment could 
reach the position which it was to occupy it was exposed to a galling 
fire of musketry and artillery from the hill on our left, which was occu- 
pied by the enemy in strong force. The regiment was promptly formed 
in line of battle at the foot of the hill, and opened a cool and effective 
fire on the enemy until it was broken by the troops which gave way on 
our right and front and came rushing through our ranks near the cen- 
ter. Our lines were, however, promptly reformed on the hill to the right 
and rear of our position. This movement was made necessary by the 
movements of the enemy, who had outflanked and driven back the 
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Twenty-fifth Kentucky, formed in line at the foot of the hill occupied by 
your brigade in its new position. In the change of position a few men 
with Lieutenant-Colonel Osborn became detached from the regiment 
and were unable to rejoin it during the day. 

From this position a most effective fire was poured into the enemy’s 
ranks, which was interrupted by Colonel Logan, who stated that we 
were firing into his brigade from our right. To ascertain the correct- 
ness of the statement you ordered me to deploy the first company, Cap- 
tain Smith, as skirmishers. He soon reported that it was the enemy in 
force which we had been firing upon, and that their line extended a con- 
siderable distance beyond our right. 

In accordance with your order I then moved the line farther to the 
right, the movement being executed with the greatest coolness and order. 
Krom this position the enemy’s fire was replied to with such precision that 
they soon gave way. You then ordered two companies to be deployed 
forward as skirmishers. I ordered'Companies I and C to deploy in front 
of our line, which was promptly executed, and the woods and bushes 
were soon cleared of the enemy. At this time, the report reaching us 
that the enemy were forming in a hollow leading to the hospital in our 
rear, you ordered me to move with the brigade to the hill immediately 
in rear of the hospital. No further attack being made, the regiment was 
kept in this position till about 4 o’clock p.m. At this time I was ordered 
to march the regiment into the ravine below the fort, on the extreme 
right of our lines, and support the Eleventh Indiana and Eighth Mis- 
sourl Regiments, which were ordered with us to assault the hills and 
drive the enemy within their works. I formed the regiment on the left of 
the Seventeenth Kentucky, and charged over the hills until we reached 
a ravine immediately below the enemy’s batteries, where we were ex- 
posed to a terrible fire of grape, shrapnel, and shells. To avoid this, I 
moved the regiment by the right flank farther up the ravine, when, the 
enemy having retreated within their works, we were ordered back to 
the position from which we charged. 

I cannot speak too highly, colonel, of the coolness and bravery of the 
men and the gallant behavior of the officers who were with the regiment 
during the day. Where all were so prompt in performing their duty as 
brave soldiers it would be unjust to particularize. Although brought into 
action for the first time, under a terrible fire from an enemy concealed in 
a dense undergrowth of leaty oak bushes, they never for a moment lost 
coolness and presence of mind. They used their arms with the greatest 
deliberation, retaining their fire until they could procure a deliberate 
aim. Inthe afternoon engagement they exhibited, if possible, even more 
daring, not flinching in the least from the storm of iron which raked the 
bushes and plowed the ground around them. 

In conclusion, colonel, permit me to congratulate you upon your escape 
from the terrible fire to which you exposed yourself continually during 
both actions without receiving any dangerous wounds, and also to thank 
you for giving your brigade and our regiment an opportunity to assist 
so materially in the consummation of the great victory. 

I am, colonel, your most obedient servant, 
FRED. ARN, 
Major Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers. 


Col. CHARLES CRUFT, 
Commanding First Brigade, Third Division. 
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No. 41. 
Report of Col. Hugh B. Reed, Forty-fourth Indiana Infantry. | 


HDQRS. FORTY-FOURTH REGIMENT INDIANA VOLUNTEERS, 
fort Henry, February 18, 1862. 

Siz: On the morning of Saturday, February 15, the Forty-fourth Reg- 
iment Indiana Volunteers left their bivouac near the enemy’s lines and 
marched to the attack on Fort Donelson. By order of General McCler- 
nand, we first took position near the battery (which was afterwards 
assaulted by the rebels). In this position the enemy’s shot passed over 
our heads. Shortly afterwards we were ordered forward into line with 
our brigade (First). As we marched past the enemy’s breastworks we 
received a heavy fire, wounding some of our men. We took our posi- 
tion on the left wing of our brigade, in front of and in range of the 
enemy’s guns. They were invisible to us, while we were exposed to their 
view. There was part of a regiment of Union troops (Colonel Logan) on 
the slope of the hill between us and the enemy. Colonel Logan came 
to our lines and requested we would not fire, as it would endanger his 
men. I gave the order to the men to withhold their fire. We remained 
exposed to the enemy’s fire for fifteen or twenty minutes without being 
able to return it or to determine whether our friends were still in dan- 
ger of our guns. | 

At this time, the enemy’s fire partly subsiding, the regimental colors 
were ordered forward and were planted 10 paces in front of our line of 
battle by First Lieutenant Story, of Company C. This failing to call 
forth a fire, Captain Bingham, of Company H, advanced to a point 10 
or 12 paces in front of our line and waved our colors in the air. This 
drew his fire, which was most heartily responded to by our men, and 
was followed up in rapid succession on both sides. Our men behaved 
most gallantly. In the early part of the action Captain Cuppy, of Com- 
pany li, was severely wounded while in advance of his men bravely 
cheering them on. 

By this time, the regiment on our left having entirely changed their 
position, leaving our flank exposed, a movement was made by a well- 
mounted cavalry regiment and a body of infantry to turn our left wing. 
Captain Murray, Company B, was ordered to open fire upon them, and 
did so with terrible effect. Companies E and H were ordered to the 
support of Company B and poured in a well-directed fire, causing them 
to fall back in disorder. . . 

At this time, finding my regiment was left entirely alone and unsup- 
ported, the regiments on our left having withdrawn and our brigade 
having changed position to the right, thus exposing both wings, of 
which the enemy were about to take advantage, the order was given to 
change position to the right, which was done by right flank in good 
order, with the exception of a part of the left wing, which, from not hav- 
lug fully understood the order, became separated from the main body 
and some confusion ensued, but in a few minutes they rejoined us. Ours 
was the last regiment engaged with the enemy during the fight in the 
morning. Having joined our brigade, we took position on an adjoining 
elevation and awaited orders. 

‘Major Stoughton, posted during the entire action in the most exposed 
position, deserves the highest praise for the cool courage and daring dis- 
played. 

I would gladly specify very many instances of personal bravery dis- 
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played. Adjutant Colgrove acted with coolness and bravery during the 
entire day. 

Too much credit cannot be bestowed on our men for their cool and 
determined courage, and especially during the trying time when exposec. 
to the enemy’s bullets without being permitted to return them, both offi- 
cers and men in this our first engagement; but where almost all per- 
formed their part so well, it would require +00 lengthy a list to name 
them personally, whilst many justly deserving might be unintentionally 
omitted. 

The Forty-fourth Indiana does its duty. We lost in this engagement 
7 killed, 34 wounded, and 2 missing.* 

From our position on the hill where our column rested we could see the 
battle-field of the morning and the enemy again form his line of battle. 
At about 3.30 o’clock p. m. a renewed attack upon their lines was ordered 
by General Wallace. My regiment advanced to the foot of the hill occu- 
pied by the enemy, formed in line of battle in face of a storm of bullets. 
Finding ground in our front occupied by the Eighth Missouri Regiment, 
TI advanced my regiment 100 yards, faced to the front, and charged up 
the hill at double-quick, our men loudly cheering. We advanced rapidly 
to summit of hiil, firing at the enemy. The enemy soon retreated inside 
their intrenchments, closely followed by our troops. A fire was opened 
on us by their batteries, the shell falling near our lines. Whilst delib- 
erating upon an attack upon their fortifications we received an order 
from General Grant to fall back to the brow of the hill, which was ab. 
Here we bivouacked for the night. 

The following morning (Sunday) we were ordered by you to march 
forward to attack the enemy’s works. When just ready to march the 
joyful intelligence was brought us that the enemy had surrendered, 
which was received with hearty cheers. 

Our column being in motion, we were the first to march into the town 
of Dover. 

Iam, colonel, your very obedient servant, 
HUGH B. REED, 
Colonel, Comdg. Forty-fourth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 


Col. CHARLES CRUFT, 
Commanding First Brigade, Third Division. 





No. 42. 
Report of Col. John H. McHenry, jr., Seventeenth Kentucky Infantry. 


Fort HENRY, February 18, 1862. 

COLONEL: On the morning of the 15th instant my regiment, num- 
bering 510 men, preceded by the Twenty-fifth Kentucky and Thirty-first 
Indiana, took up our mareh, leaving behind our blankets, knapsacks, 
and a few great-coats. Hearing brisk firing on our right, we followed 
close upon the Thirty-first, and soon passed the right of the line of bat- 
tle, when the enemy opened fire upon my right wing from behind clumps 
ot bushes and trees, that entirely concealed them from our men. My 
right, with the exception of two companies on the left, were driven back 
from "the line. I promptly rallied them on the next hill, and being 
joined by Captains Vaughan’s and Davison’s companies, from whom 





* But see revised list, p. 169. 
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we had become separated, the regiment was moved forward and sup- 
ported the Forty-fourth Indiana on our left, which had sustained a 
severe shock from the enemy. We soon met the enemy, and drove them 
back from the position they occupied against us. ‘The firing at this 
point was deadly and severe. I am greatly indebted to Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Stout and Major Calhoon for their successful efforts in encouraging 
the men and keeping them in their proper places in line of battle under 
fire of the enemy. Their efforts were particularly successful at this 
point, but their services were faithful and unceasing during the whole 
day. Lieutenant-Colonel Stout’s horse was severely wounded at this 
place. » 

About this time Colonel Logan, of Illinois, rode up and informed me 
that his regiment had entered between me and the enemy, and the bri- 
gade was by your order withdrawn a short distance. Some of the enemy 
were discovered in force on our left, where they encountered our troops 
and had a terrible battle, in which some 50 of my regiment, who had 
been separated at the first attack of the enemy, were engaged, under 
Adjutant Starling. This engagement was at the place where the regi- 
ment had encamped the night previous, and resulted most disastrously 
to our knapsacis and blankets, which had been left hanging upon the 
trees. 

My regiment, with the Thirty-first and Forty-fourth Indiana, was with- 
drawn to the top of a neighboring hill, where we soon discovered the 
en@Hry in large force. We were ordered down, and I was instructed to 
throw ny regiment cut on the right, with a view of attacking the enemy, 
who occupied a strong position on a hill among the trees, where they 
could see us and were at the same time entirely concealed from our view. 
I ordered a charge up the hill, which, although hotly contested, was sue- 
cessful. | 

All of the officers and men behaved gallantly in this engagement. 
Captain Barnett led the charge on the right, and he, as well as his men, 
behaved nobly during the engagement. Captains Morton, Vaughan, 
‘and Davison were in the thickest of the fight, cheering their men, who 
behaved as gallantly as troops under the same circumstances could pos- 
sibly have done. You witnessed this contlict, however, and are proba- 
bly better prepared to describe it than Iam myself. My regiment by 
your order bivouacked on this hill, where we remained during the night, 
and rose with the determination of renewing the attack, when we learned 
that the enemy had surrendered. 

Captain Beckham, Lieutenants Brown, Keith, Harrison, Byers, 
Briggs, Davis, and Bandy deserve mention for their unceasing atten- 
tion to their men during the whole day, and I feel proud I have received 
this positive evidence of their good qualities as officers. Lieutenants 
Taylor and Rogers, iu command of a company, behaved gallantly during 
the day. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN H. McHENRY, Jr., 
Colonel Seventeenth Kentucky Volunteers. 
Colonel CRUFT, 
Commanding First Brigade, Third Division. 
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No. 43. 
Report of Col. J. M. Shackelford, Twenty-fifth Kentucky Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-FIFTH KENTUCKY REGIMENT, 
Camp Cloak, near Fort Henry, February 18, 1862. 
Sir: Below I give you a list of the killed, wounded, and missing in 
the Twenty-tifth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers in the battle at Dover, 
on the 13th instant. 
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Pursuant to your order, on Saturday morning, the 13th instant, I 
proceeded with my regiment in the direction of General McClernand’s 
extreme right. Following the guide you sent me, I passed General 
McClernand at his headquarters, and he ordered me to go at double- 
quick. The guide continued with me, leading me within range of the 
enemy’s guns, until we passed in the rear of one of our batteries on the 
hill, when the guide left me, directing me to proceed around the hill. 
I then proceeded, in utter ignorance of the point at which I was needed 
and the position of the enemy, until I came up in the rear of one of Gen- 
eral McClernand’s regiments, when the colonel came running down to 
me and appealed to me to come to his rescue, stating that his men were 
about out of ammunition. I halted my regiment, formed them, and led 
them up in the face of a most galling and terrific fire. My officers and 
men marched upon it with the coolness and firmness of regulars, and 
opened a most deadly fire upon the enemy. 

After some time two officers came up, and, without consulting me, 
ordered my men to forward down the line. My men then moved down 
the line under a most deadly fire from the enemy. WhenI again opened 
fire upon them, and whilst my men were fighting as bravely and gal- 
lantly as men ever fought, some officers came upon my extreme right 
and ordered them cease firing ; that some of my men were firing upon 
them off to the right of my regiment, moving through and breaking my 
line, when my command fell back, a number of the officers and men tight- 
ing as they retired. The regiment was subsequently reformed and 
entered the action. 

Respectfully, yours, 
J. M. SHACKELFORD, 
Colonel Twenty-fifth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers. 


Colonel CRUFT, 
Commanding First Brigade, Third Division. 


* But see revised list, p. 169. 
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Report of Col. John M. Thayer, First Nebraska Infantry, commanding 
Third Brigade. 


HDQres. 3D BRIG., 3D Div., DEPT. WEST TENNESSEE, 
Fort Henry, February 18, 1862. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor herewith to submit a report of the part’ 
taken in the battle of Fort Donelson by the brigade under my command, 
composed of the First Nebraska, Lieutenant-Colonel McCord; the Sev- 
enty sixth Ohio, Colonel Woods; the Fifty-eighth Ohio and the Sixty- 
eighth Ohio, Colonel Steedman. There were also attached to my brigade 
during the action the Forty-sixth Illinois, Colonel Davis, the Fifty- 
seventh Hlinois, Colonel Baldwin, and the Fifty-eighth Ilinois, Colonel 
Lynch. 

At 3 o’clock on the afternoon of Friday, the 14th instant, I moved the 
brigade forward, under orders from General Wallace, commanding the 
Third Division, of which this brigade constitutes a part, from the small 
settlement in the valley some 2 miles south of the fortifications to take 
up a position on the left of Colonel Cruft’s brigade, which had gone on 
in the direction of General McClernand’s division. After passing up a 
inile the line of battle was formed in the road fronting the valley leading 
to the western redoubt. No enemy appearing in that direction, we biv- 
ouacked for the night on the side of the road, the troops lying on the 
ground with their arms in their hands. At daylight the next morning 
the line was again formed. At about 10 o’clock I received orders from 
General Wallace in person to move forward with my command to the 
support of General McClernand, who had been engaged with the enemy 
during the morning. Passing along the central road leading to the 
breastworks half a mile I met and passed the column of General McCler- 
nand retreating. Moving my men at double-quick, we were soon between 
the forces of General McClernand and the enemy, who was rapidly ap- 
proaching. | 

On arriving at a small opening in the timber I filed into the right, 
crossing the ravine and ascending the hill; placed Colonel Lynch’s Fifty- 
eighth Regiment on the right slope of the hill. The Chicago battery, 
Lieutenant Wood, taking position, by direction of the general, in the road, 
the Nebraska regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel McCord, was placed imme- 
diately on the right of the battery, on the line of the Fifty-eighth Hlinois. 
A detached company of the Thirty-second Illinois (Company A, Captain 
Davidson) occupied the position next to the battery on the left. The 
Tifty-eighth Ohio were in position on the left of thiscompany. The line 
of battle was thus formed across the road at right angles with it. The 
Seventy sixth Ohio was placed some 50 yards in the rear of the First 
Nebraska, and directed to lie upon the ground as areserve. The Forty- 
sixth and Fifty-seventh Illinois were also held in reserve on the road in 
the rear, ready and anxious for the fight. Colonel Steedman’s Sixty- 
eighth Ohio were stationed on a road on the left, leading to the fort. In 
this position we had not long to wait for the enemy, who soon ap- 
proached, with a battery supported by a large body of infantry. Lieu-. 
tenant Wood immediately commenced an effective tire with his battery, 
which was instantly returned by the enemy. ‘The extreme lett of the 
Virst Nebraska, resting on the battery, under orders previously given, 
at once opened a well-directed fire, which rapidly extended along the 
line toits right. This regiment continued an almost incessant discharge 
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of musketry for three-quarters of an hour, the battery continuing its 
firing at the same time, when the enemy were completely repulsed and 
fled. Nothing but the thick underbrush prevented a charge with the 
bayonet. The enemy made an effort three times to push forward through 
our lines, but were as often driven back. : 

Colonel Cruft’s brigade was engaged on my right in the direction of 
the river with the enemy’s forces, who were endeavoring to outflank his 
right. Theenemy approaching the center of our lines, where my brigade 
was posted, evidently shows that it was his intention to open his way 
through and unite with the forces that should outflank Colonel Cruft, 
but in both of these attempts he was overcome and forced to retreat. I 
have since learned from the enemy that his force in the engagement which 
I have described, in addition to his battery, was three regiments of in- 
fantry and a squadron of horse, which were repulsed by one regiment of 
our infantry, the First Nebraska, and the Chicago battery. The enemy 
also admit a large number of killed and wounded in this action. The 
Nebraska regiment had but 3 killed and 7 wounded. The enemy poured 
volley after volley upon us, but, fortunately, aimed too high to do much 
execution. The Nebraska regiment being the only one engaged at this 
time, I was with it during the action, and am pleased to be able to say 
that every officer and soldier behaved very gallantly throughout. I can- 
not omit to speak in high terms of the soldierly bearing and efficient 
conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel McCord and Major Livingston during the 
engagement. 

Colonel Woods and his regiment were also exposed to the full fire of 
the enemy, and their position was rendered the more trying, as I had 
directed them not to fire until ordered forward for that purpose, if the 
emergency should arise, which, however, was not necessary. In the 
afternoon Colonel Lynch was sent forward with his regiment to the 
assistance of our forces who were engaged on the right, where General 
Wallace with a part of his division had encountered the enemy, and 
who drove them back within their intrenchments, recovering the ground 
lost in the morning. Colonel Davis moved forward and took position 
on the road in front. The other regiments of the brigade remained in 
the positions occupied by them during the engagement and camped 
there that night. The next morning at daylight (Sunday), on receiving 
orders trom General Wallace, I moved my command over to the road 
on the right and passed down the road to the base of the hill leading to 
the iortifications, where the line was formed in connection with our other 
forces, with the intention of storming the works, but before this could 
be attempted the enemy surrendered. 

Not having received reports from the different regiments under my 
command during the battle, Iam not able to submit a detailed report 
of its casualties. 

I must acknowledge the efficient services in the prompt execution of 
orders of S. A. Strickland, my acting assistant adjutant-general, my 
aide-de-camp, Capt. Allen Blacker, and Lieut. Charles EH. Provost. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN M. THAYER, 
Col. 1st Nebr., Comdg. 3d Brig., 3d Div., Dept. West Tenn. 


Capt. FRED. KNEFLER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Division 
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No. 45. 
Message from the President of the Confederate States. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, March 11, 1862. 
To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


I transmit herewith copies of such official reports as have been re- 
ceived at the War Department of the defense and fall of Fort Donelson.* 
They will be found incomplete and unsatisfactory. Instructions have 
been given to furnish further information upon the points not made intel- 
ligible by the reports. 

It is not stated that re-enforcements were at any time asked for; nor 
is it demonstrated to have been impossible to have saved the army by 
evacuating the position; nor is it known by what means it was found 
practicable ta withdraw a part of the garrison, leaving the remainder 
to surrender; nor upon what authority or principle of action the senior 
generals abandoned responsibility, by transferring the command to a 
junior officer. 

In a former communication to Congress I presented the propriety of 
a suspension of judgment in relation to the disaster at Fort Donelson 
until official reports.could be received. I regret that the information 
now furnished is so defective. In the mean time, hopeful that satisfac- 
tory explanation may be made, I have directed, upon the exhibition of 
the case as presented by the two senior generals, that they be relieved 
from command, to await further orders whenever a suitable judgment 
can be rendered on the merits of the case. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


{Addenda. ] 


RICHMOND, VA., March 11, 1862. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: The reports of Brigadier-Generals Floyd and Pillow of the de- 
fense and fall of Fort Donelson are unsatisfactory. I can but hope 
that explanations may be made which will change the aspect given to 
the affair by their statements. 

In the mean time you will order General A. S. Johnston to relieve 
both of those officers from command, and to indicate to them that infor- 
mation is wanted as to their failure to give timely notice of the insuffi- 
ciency of the garrison to repel the attack and their failure to attempt 
to save the army by evacuating the post when it was found to be unten- 
able, and especially why they abandoned the command and by what 
means their escape was effected; further, to state upon what principle 
was a Selection made of particular troops, being certain regiments of 
the senior general’s brigade, to whose use the transportation on hand 
should be appropriated. 

Copies of the reports received will be furnished to me for transmission 
to Congress. — | 

Very respectfully, yours, 


t 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


*This message transmitted Pillow’s report of February 18 (No. 51), Floyd’s of 
February 27 (No. 48), and Wharton’s and McCausland’s reports (Nos. 49 and 50). 
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Reports of General A. Sidney Johnston, C. 8. Army, commanding the 
Western Department, and resulting correspondence. 7 


NASHVILLE, TENN., February 14, 1862. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 


The latest from General Pillow at Fort Donelson: 


We have just had the fiercest fight on record between our guns and six gunboats, 
which lasted two hours. They came within 200 yards of our batteries. We drove 
them back, damaged two of them badly, and crippled a third very badly. No dam- 
age done to our battery and not a man killed. 


A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Hdgefield, February 15, 1862—5.15 p. m. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: 


The attack at Fort Donelson was this morning renewed by the enemy 
at dawn with great vigor and continued until 1 o’clock, when the con- 
flict was still raging. We had taken some 200 prisoners, forced their 
positions, and captured four pieces of artillery. At that hour the enemy 
were still bringing up re-enforcements for the attack. Our arms were 
successful, the field having been carried inch by inch, with severe loss 
on both sides. There is no intelligence since 1 o’clock. 

A. 8S. JOHNSTON, 


EDGEFIELD, TENN., February 15—midnight, 
Via Chattanooga, Tenn., February 16, 1862—11.30 p. m. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: 


We have had to-day at Fort Donelson one of the most sanguinary 
conflicts of the war. Our forces attacked the enemy with energy and 
won a brilliant victory. I have the satisfaction to transmit the dispatch, 
after night-fall, of General Floyd, who was in command of our forces. 

A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., February 16, 1862. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 
I have received the following dispatch: 


ForT DONELSON, TENN., February 15, 1862—11 p. m. 
A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON: 

The enemy having invested our lines, it was determined to attack them, which we 
did this morning at 5.30 o’clock. General Pillow led the attack upon the enemy’s 
right flank, and, after a most obstinate and sanguinary conflict, succeeded in driving 
the enemy from his position and forcing him back towards his left flank. General 
Buckner Jed the attack on the right, in which many of his troops displayed commend- 
able determination and courage. General Johnson led his command with firmness 
and spirit in the conflict. Nothing could exceed the steady and determined courage 
of many of our troops, with numbers much less than half. The enemy maintained a 
successful struggle, which continued for nine hours, and resulted in driving him from 
the field, with a loss on his part of 1,240-odd killed and wounded, uf whom 1,000 
were killed. About 300 prisoners, six pieces of artillery, and 1,000 stand of arms were 
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captured. Our own loss amounted to about 500 killed and wounded. They have a 
force of forty-two regiments. , | 
| JOHN B. FLOYD, 


Brigadier-General. 


A. 8. JOHNSTON. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., February 16, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: 
The following dispatch was received at 3.45 o’clock this morning: 


ForT DONELSON, TENN., February 16, 1862. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON: 


Last evening there arrived in the river near Fort Donelson eleven transports, laden 
with troops. Weare completely invested with an army many times our own numbers. 
I regret to say the unanimous opinion of the officers seems to be that we cannot main- 
tain ourselves against these forces, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 


Brigadier-General. 


A. S. JOHNSTON. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., February 17, 1862. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 


Fort Donelson was surrendered at 4.10 p.m. yesterday, after most 
gallant defense. Floyd saved about 1,000 men. He and Pillow are 
here. Buckner surrendered after they left. This army is across the 


Cumberland. 
A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, O. S A., 
fiichmond, March 11, 1862. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Decatur, Ala.: 


Str: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your dispatches 
through Major Liddell. The reports of Brigadier-Generals Floyd and 
Pillow are unsatisfactory, and the President directs that both these 
generals be relieved from command till further orders. In the mean 
time you will request them to add to their reports such statements as 
they may deem proper on the following points: 

Ist. The failure to give timely notice of the insufficiency of the garri- 
son of Fort Donelson to repel attack. | 

2d. The failure of any attempt to save the army by evacuating the 
post when found to be untenable. 

3d. Why they abandoned the command to their inferior officer, in- 
stead of executing themselves whatever measure was deemed proper for 
the entire army. 

4th. What was the precise mode by which each effected his escape 
from the fort and what dangers were encountered in the retreat. 

5th. Upon what principle a selection was made of particular troops, 
being certain regiments of the senior general’s brigade, to whose use 
all the transportation on hand was appropriated. 

6th. A particular designation of the regiments saved and the regi- 
ments abandoned which formed part of the senior general’s brigade. 
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In addition to the foregoing, you are requested to direct Brig. Gen. 
Bushrod It. Johnson to make a full and detailed report as promptly as 
possible; also to require a like report of Colonel Forrest, and to ask Colo- 
nel Forrest to detail particularly in his report the time and manner of 
his escape, the road he took, the number of enemies he met or saw in 
inaking his escape, the difficulties, if any, which existed to prevent the 
remainder of the army from following the route taken by himself in his 
escape with his command. 

You are further requested to make up a report from all the sources of 
information accessible to you of all the particulars connected with the 
unfortunate affair which can contribute to enlighten the judgment of the 
Executive and of Congress, and to fix the blame, if blame there be, on 
those who were delinquent in duty. 

I am, your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, VA., March 12, 1862. 
[To General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON ?] 


My DEAR GENERAL: The departure of Captain Wickliffe offers an 
opportunity of which I avail myself to write you an unofficial letter. 
We have suffered great anxiety because of recent events in Kentucky 
and Tennessee, and I have been not a little disturbed by the repetition 
of reflections upon yourself. I expected you to have made a full report 
of events precedent and consequent to the fall of Fort Donelson. Inthe 
ineau time [ made for you such defense as friendship prompted and many 
years’ acquaintance justified, but I needed facts to rebut the wholesale 
assertions made against you to cover others and to condemn my admin- 
istration. The public, as you are aware, have no correct measure for 
military operations, and journals are very reckless in their statements. 
Your force has been magnified and the movements of an army [meas- 
ured ?| by the capacity for locomotion of an individual. The readiness 
ot the people among whom you are operating to aid you in every method 
has been constantly asserted, the purpose of your army at Bowling 
Green wholly misunderstood, and the absence of an effective force at 
Nashville ignored. You have been held responsible for the fall of Don- 
elson and the capture of Nashville. ’Tis charged that no effort was 
made to save the stores at Nashville and that the panic of the people 
was caused by the army. Such representations, with the sad forebod- 
ings naturally belonging to them, have been painful to me and injurious 
to us both; but, worse than this, they have undermined public confi- 
dence and damaged our cause. 

A full development of the truth is necessary for future success. I 
respect the generosity which has kept you silent, but would impress 
upon you that the subject is not personal but public in its nature; that 
you and I night be content to suffer, but neither of us can willingly per- 
mit detriment to the country. 

As soon as circumstances will permit it is my purpose to visit the 
field of your present operations ; not that I should expect to give you 
any aid in the discharge of your duties as a commander, but with the 
hope that my position would enable me to effect something in bringing 
men to your standard. 

With a sufficient force, the audacity which the enemy exhibits would 
no doubt give you the opportunity to cut some of his lines of communi- 

1f RB R—VOL VII 


258 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND 8. W. VA. [Cnav. XVIL 


cation, to break up his plan of campaign, and, defeating some of his col- 
umuns, to drive him from the soil as well of Tennessee as of Kentucky. 
We are deficient in arms, wanting in discipline, and inferior In numbers. 
Private arms must supply the first want; time and the presence of an 
enemy, with diligence on the part of commanders, will remove the see- 
ond, and public confidence will overcome the third. 

General Bragg brings you disciplined troops, and you will find in him 
the highest administrative capacity. General EK. K. Smith will soon 
have in Hast Tennessee a sufficient force to create a strong diversion in 
your favor; or, if his strength cannot be made available in that way, 
you will best know how to employ it otherwise. I suppose the Ten- 
nessee or Mississippl River will be the object of. the enemy’s next cam- 
paign, and I trust you will be able to concentrate a force which will de- 
feat either attempt. 

The fleet which you will soon have on the Mississippi River, if the 
enemy’s gunboats ascend the Tennessee, may enable you to strike an 
effective blow at Cairo; but to one so well informed and vigilant I will 
not assume to offer suggestions as to when and how the ends you seek 
may be obtained. 

With the confidence and regard of many years, I am, very truly, your 
friend, 

JHPEFERSON DAVIS. 


DECATUR, ALA., March 18, 1862. 
[To President DAVIS:] 

My DEAR GENERAL: I received the dispatches from Richmond, with 
your private letter, by Captain Wickliffe,* three days since, but the 
pressure of affairs and the necessity of getting my command across the 
Tennessee prevented me from sending you an earlier reply. 

I anticipated all that you tell as to the censures which the fall of Fort 
Donelson drew upon me and the attacks to which you might be subjected, 
but it was impossible for me to gather the facts for a detailed report or — 
spare the time required to extricate the remainder of my troops and 
save the large accumulation of stores and provisions after the disheart- 
ening disaster. 

I transmitted the reports of Generals Floyd and Pillow without ex- 
amining or analyzing the facts, and scarcely with time to read them. 

When about to assume command of the department the Government 
charged me with the duty of deciding the question of occupying Bowling 
Green, which involved not only military but political considerations. 
At the time of my arrival at Nashville the action of the Legislature of 
Kentucky had put an end to the latter, by sanctioning the formation of 
camps menacing Tennessee, by assuming the cause of the Government 
at Washington, and by abandoning the neutrality it professed, and, in 
consequence of their action, the occupation of Bowling Green became 
necessary as an act of self-defense, at least in the first step. 

About the middle of September General Buckner advanced with a 
small force of about 4,000 men, which was increased by the 15th of 
October to 12,000, and, though accessions of force were received, con- 
tinued at about the same strength till the end of the month of Novem- 
ber (measles, &c., keeping down the effective force). The enemy’s force 
then was, as reported to the War Department, 50,000, and an advance 
impossible. No enthusiasm, as we imagined and hoped, but hostility, 


*See Devis to Jobuston, March 12, p. 257. 
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was manifested in Kentucky. Believing it to be of the greatest moment 
to protraet the campaign, as the dearth of cotton might bring strength 
from abroad and discourage the North and to gain time to strengthen 
myself by new troops from Tennessce and other States, | magnified my 
forces to the enemy, but made known my true strength to the Depart- 
ment and the Governors of the States. The aid given was small. At 
length, when General Beauregard came out, in February, he expressed 
his surprise at the smaliness of my force and was impressed with the 
danger. I admitted what was so manifest, and laid before him my views 
for the future, in which he entirely concurred, and sent me a memoran- 
dum of our conference, a copy of which I send to you. I determined to 
fight for Nashville at Donelson, and gave the best part of my army to 
do it, retaining only 14,000 men to cover my front, and giving 16,000 to 
defend Donelson. The force at Donelson is stated in General Pillow’s 
report at much less, and I do not doubt the correctness of his statement, 
for the force at Bowling Green, which I supposed 14,000 men (the med. 
ical report showing only a little over 500 sick in hospitals), was dimin- 
ished more than 5,000 by those who were unable to stand the fatigne of 
aimarch, aud made my effective force on reaching Nashville less than 
10,000 men. I inclose medical director’s report.* Had T wholly uncoy- 
ered my front to defend Donelson, Buell would have known it and 
marched directly on Nashville. There were only ten sinall steamers, 
only three of which were available at Nashville, in the Cumberland, in 
imperfect condition, while the transportation of the enemy was great, 

The evacuation of Bowling Green was imperatively necessary, and 
was ordered before and executed while the battle was being fought at 
Donelson. IL had made every disposition for the defense of the fort my 
means allowed, and the troops were among the best of my forces, and 
the generals—Floyd, Pillow, and Buckuer—were high in the opinion of 
ofiicers and men for skill and courage, and among the best oificers of 
my command. They were popular with the volunteers, and all had seen 
much service. No re-enforeements were asked. I waited the event 
opposite Nashville. The result of the conflict each day was favorable. 
At inidnight on the 15th I received the news of a glorious victory ; at 
dawn, of a defeat. My column was during the day and night (of the 
16th) thrown over the river. A battery had been established below the 
city to secure the passage. Nashville was incapable of defense from its 
position aud from the forces advancing from Bowling Green and up the 
Cumberland. A rear guard was left, under General Iloyd, to secure 
the stores and provisions, but did not completely effect the object. The 
people were terrified and some of the troops were disheartened. The 
discouragement was spreading, and I ordered the command to Murtrees- 
borough, where I managed, by assembling Crittenden’s division and the 
fugitives from Donelson, to collect an army able to offer battle. The 
weather was inclement, the floods excessive, and the bridges were washed 
away, but most of the stores and provisions were saved and conveyed 
to new depots. This having been accomplished, though with sertous 
less, in conformity with my original design I marched southward and 
crossed the Tennessee at this point, so as to co-operate or unite with 
General Beauregard for the defense of the valley of the Mississippi. 
The passage is almost completed, and the head of my column is already 
wifh General Bragg, at Corinth. 

The movement was deemed too hazardous by the most experienced 
members of my staff, but the object warranted the risk. The difficulty 


* Not found. : 
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of effecting a junction is not wholly overcome, but it approaches com- 
pletion. Day after to-morrow, unless the enemy interrupts me, my force 
will be with Bragg, and my army nearly 50,000 strong. This must be 
destroyed before the enemy can attain bis object. 

I have given this sketch so that you may appreciate the embarrass- 
ments which surrounded me in my.attempts to avert or remedy the dis- 
aster of Donelson betore alluding to the conduct of the generals. 

When the force was detached, I was in hopes that such dispositions 
would have been made as would have enabled the forces to defend the 
fort or withdraw without sacrificing the army.. 

On the 14th I ordered General Floyd, by telegram, “if he lost the fort, 
to get his troops back to Nashville.” It is possible this might have been 
done, but justice requires to look at events as they appeared at the time, 
and not alone by the light of subsequent information. 

All the facts in relation to the surrender will be transmitted to the 
Secretary of War as soon as they can be collected, in obedience to his 
order. It appears from the information received that General Buckner 
(being the junior officer) took the lead in advising the surrender and 
General Floyd acquiesced, and they all concurred in the belief that their 
force could not maintain their position. All coneurred that it would 
involve a great sacrifice of life to extricate the command. Subsequent 
events show that the investment was not so complete as their informa- 
tion from their scouts led them to believe. The conference resulted in 
the surrender. The command was irregularly transferred, and devolved 
on the junior general, but not apparently to avoid any just responsibility 
or from apy want of personal or moral intrepidity. 

The blow was most disastrous and almost without remedy. I there- 
fore in my first report remained silent. This silence you were kind 
enough to attribute to my generosity. I will not lay claim to the motive 
to excuse my course. I observed silence, as it seemed to me the best 
way to serve the cause and the country. The facts were not fully known, 
discontent prevailed, and criticism or condemnation were more likely to 
augment than to cure the evil. I refrained, well knowing that heavy 
censures would fall upon me, but convinced that it was better to endure 
them tor the present, and defer to a more propitious time an investiga- 
tion of the conduct of the generals; for in the mean time their services 
were required and their influence useful. Jor these reasons Generals 
Floyd and Pillow were assigned to duty, for I still felt confidence in 
their gallantry, their energy, and their devotion to the Confederacy. 

I have thus recurred to the motives by which I have been governed 
from a deep personal sense of the friendship and confidence you have 
always shown me and from the conviction that they have not been with- 
drawn from mein adversity. _ 

All the reports requisite for a full official investigation have been 
ordered. 

You mention that you intend to visit the field of operations here. 1 
hope soon to see you, for your presence would encourage my troops, 
inspire the people, and augment the army. ‘T'o me personally it would 
give the greatest satisfaction. Merely a soldier myself, and having no 
acquaintance with the statesmen or leaders of the South, I cannot touch 
springs familiar to you. Were you to assume command, it would afford 
me the most unfeigned pleasure to help you to victory and the country 
to independence. Were you to decline, still your presence alone would 
be of inestimable advantage. The enemy are now at Nashville, about 
00,000 strong, advancing in this direction by Columbia. He has alsa 
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forces, according to the report of General Bragg, landing at Pittsburg, 
from 25,000 to 50,009, and moving in the direction of Purdy. 

This army corps moving to join Bragg is-about 20,000 strong. Two 
brigades (Hindman’s and Wood’s) are, I suppose, at Corinth; one regi- 
ment of Hardee’s division (Lieutenant-Colonel Patton commanding) is 
moving by ears to-day (20th March), and Statham’s brigade (Crittenden’s 
division). The brigade will halt at Iuka; the regiment at Burnsville. 
C!eburne’s brigade, Hardee’s division, except regiment at Burnsville, and 
Carroll’s brigade, Crittenden’s division, and Helm’s cavalry, at Tuscum- 
bia; Bowen’s brigade at Courtland; Breckinridge’s brigade here; the 
regiments of cavalry of Adams and Wharton on the opposite bank of 
the river; Scott’s Louisiana cavalry at Pulaski, sending forward sup- 
plies; Morgan’s cavalry at Shelbyville ordered on. 

To-morrow Breckinridge’s brigade will go to Corinth; then Bowen’s. 
When these pass Tuscumbia and Iuka, transportation will be ready there 
to further other troops to follow immediately from these points, and, if 
necessary, from Burnsville. The cavalry will cross and move forward 
as soon as their trains can be passed over the railroad bridge. 

I have troubled you with these details, as I cannot possibly communi- 
cate them by telegram. The test of merit in my profession with the 
people is success. It is a hard rule, but I think it right. If I join this 
corps to the forces of Beauregard (I confess a hazardous experiment), 
those who are now declaiming against me will be without an argument. 


Your friend, 
A. 8. JOHNSTON. 


I will prepare answers to the questions propounded by General Foote, 
chairman of the committee to investigate the causes, &c., of the loss of 
the forts, as soon as practicable; but, engaged as I am in a most hazard- 
ous movement of a large force, even the most minute detail requiring my 
attention for its accomplishment, I cannot say when it will be forwarded 
to the Secretary of War, to be handed to him if he thinks proper to do so. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


No. 47. 


Reports of Lieut. Col. Jeremy FF. Gilmer, C. S. Army, Chief Engineer 
Western Department.* 


IINGINEER’S OFFICE, 
Decatur, Ala., March 17, 1862. 

COLONEL: Theecapture of Fort Henry was for the enemy a great suc- 
cess, which it was felt would embolden him to make an early attack upon 
‘ort Donelson. 

To meet this every effort was made to strengthen the defenses. Lines 
of infantry cover were laid out on commanding grounds around the place 
and fatigue parties were daily employed in their construction. To aid 
the local engineer in the work of defense I remained at the fort Febru- 
ary 7, 8, and 9, when General Pillow took command of the whole. At 
ae request I asked and received authority to remain and aid in the 
defense. 


a nn i I AA 


*See pp. 131-135 for so much of this report as relates to capture of Fort Henry. 
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Immediately on his arrival the general took active measures to inform 
himself as to the character of the defenses and had the additional works 
pressed forward with the greatest activity. Having received re-enforce- 
ments and others being expected daily the lines of infantry cover were 
extended so as to embrace the town.of Dover, where many of our muni- 
tions were stored. The lines for these works being decided upon, they 
were at once pressed to completion and the batteries for the defense ot 
the river strengthened. 

By the night of the 12th these were in readiness and the heavy guns 
recently received at the fort were mounted. To provide an ample force 
of artillerists to work the heavy guns through a long-continued attack 
(seneral Pillow detailed Capt. R. R. Ross and his company of well-drilled 
men from his battery to aid in the river defense. The selection of this 
ofticer and his command proved most fortunate, as in the obstinate 
attack that was made by the gunboats they performed noble and effect- 
ive service. 

Brigadier-General Buckie arrived at Fort Donelson on the afternoon 
of the 12th. 

In the mean time the enemy had landed in large force on the bank of 
the river below and other troops were brought over frem Tort Henry. 
The smoke of his gunboats was seen in the distance, warning us that a 
combined attaek was to be expected. Skirmishes were trequent between 
our pickets and the enemy’s forces advancing to meet us. 

On the 13th the besiegers opened with artillery upon our land defenses, 
and their shar pshooters annoyed our men constantly whenever exposed 
above the infantry covers, as at the field batteries. One of the gunboats 
commenced firing upon the river batteries early in the day, throwing 
shot and shell at long range. The same morning General Floyd arrived 
with re-enforcements, including three batteries of field artillery , Which 
were placed in position as promptly as possible. The enemy’s fire was 
kept up throughout the day and responded to with spirit by our artil- 
lery and infantr y. In the afternoon an attempt was made to storm the 
intrenchments on the heights near our center but failed, the assailants 
being handsomely repulsed. One of the guns in the river batteries was 
struck by a heavy shot from the gunboat, disabling the carriage and 
killing Lieut. Joseph Dixon, the local engineer officer. Our total loss 
during the day was considerable, but Iam unable to report numbers. 

The. contest of the day closed. The enemy had gained no footing on 
our works nor produced any important impression tpon them. But our 
forces were much fatigued, having been under arms all day, and this 
after three or four day e hard labor upon the intrenchments. To add to 
their sufferings it turned suddenly cold in the afternoon and at dark 
commenced snowing, aud so continued the greater part of the night. 
Inclement as was the weather, it was necessary (to guard against sur- 
prise) that the troops should be all night in position along ihe lines of 
infantry cover. The next day, the 14th, the besiegers brought up large 
re-enforcements, just landed from numerous transports, and extended 
their lines in great strength towards their right, enveloping our extreme 
left. They took positions that placed it in their power to plant batter- 
ies on the river bank above and cut off our communications. Such 
appeared to be their design. In consequence of these movements the 
firing of the enemy was less frequent than on the previous day. 

Early on this afternoon the gunboats were observed to be advancing 
to attack the river batteries, and at3 o’clock a vigorous tire was opened 
from five boats approaching en échelon. Our gunners reserved their fire 
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until the gunboats had come within effective range, and then at a signal 
every gun was fired—twelve in number. This fire told with great effect, 
penetrating the iron sides of the boats. The firing now became terrific, 
the enemy still advancing. In rear of the five boats first engaged a 
sixth was reported throwing curvated shot, which passed over our works, 
exploding in the air just above. After some time one of the boats was 
seen to pull back, probably disabled by our shot. The others continued 
to advance, keeping up a rapid fire. 

Our batteries were well served and responded with great effect, dis- 
abling, as it was believed, two more of the gunboats. The enga cement 
lasted until 4.10, the eunboats having approached to within 300, or 400 
yards of our guns, when they withdrew from the contest. Our batteries 
were uninjured and not aman in them killed. 

The repulse of the gunboats closed the operations of the day, except 
i few scattering shot along the land defenses. -It was evident, how- 
ever, from the movements of numerous bodies of troops around our 
lines, that the enemy had resolved to invest us, and, when prepared, to 
attack us in overwhelming bumbers or press us to a capitulation by 
cutting off supplies and re- ~enforcements. 

Generals Floyd, Pillow, and Buckner met in council soon after dark ; 
I was present. After an interchange of views if was decide: to attack 
the enemy on his extreme right and ‘vight center at 5 o’clock in the morn- 
ing. It was believed that the enemy ‘might be thrown back and an op- 
portunity secured to withdraw in safety our forces ; that possibly greater 
advantages might be gained by the attack, which, if well followed up on. 
our part, would result in disaster to the invaders. 

This being decided upon, the brigade commanders were at once sent 
for, and the positions for their respective commands in the order of attack 
assigned. Brigadier-General Pulow was todirect the movement against 
the Tight of the enemy; Brigadier-General Buckner that against his 
right center, advancing along the Wynn’s Ferry road. A few regiments 
were to remain to guard the lines. 

About 5 o’clock next morning (the 15th) the left wing, under General 
Pillow, moved to the attack. Brisk fires were opened and kept up by 
the enemy and responded to with spirit from our lines, his men gener- 
erally overshooting , while ours were constantly warned to aim low. 

The enemy’s fire after some time extended towards their extreme 
right, indicating a design to turn ourleft. To meet this, a body of troops 
under Brig. Gen. B. R Johnson made a flank movement and met the 
foe. After a long struggle the enemy finally gave way, at first falling 
back slowly. Our troops pressed forward, and about 9.30 o’clock his 
right wing was in full retreat. Now the cavalry on our extreme left 
was brought up and charged with effect on the retreating enemy. Six 
field pieces were captured at different points, and at a later hour of the 
day brought within the line of intrenchments. Our suecess against the 
right wing was complete. 

‘I now accompanied General Pillow across the field to the point of 
attack assigned to General Buckner’s division. Onour arrival there his 
division was in rear of the lines of infantry covers, the general and his 
officers encouraging the troops to renew the attack on the enemy, who 
still held position in their front. General Buckner stated that he had, 
soon after the firing of General Pillow’s forces was heard, opened on the 
enemy with artillery, and followed it up by sending forward two of his 
best regiments to the assault; that they moved from the infantry covers 
with spirit and advanced steadily and in order against the enemy. 
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They were soon exposed to heavy fires of small-arms and of a field bat 
tery planted in their front, and they responded well for some time tothe 
volleys of the besiegers; but finally their ranks were thrown into con- 
fusion, and they fell back rapidly in rear of our intrenchments. Gen- 
eral Buckner continued to encourage bis men, feeling that a little time 
was necessary to overcome the dispiriting effects of the repulse earlier 
in the day. 

In the mean time the fires of our left wing were heard steadily advane- 
ing, driving the enemy back upon his right center. This was referred 
to with encouraging effect upon General Buckner’s division. Artillery 
fires were kept up against the enemy in his front, and soon afterwards 
he moved forward with his division to renew the attack. The eneny, 
being now pressed in front of his center by this advance and on his 
right flank by the pursuing forces of General Pillow’s division, retreated 
rapidly for some distance towards his left wing ; but, receiving heavy re- 
enforcements, the pursuit was checked, and finally the retreating foe 
made a firm stand, opening from a field battery strongly supported by 
masses of infantry. 

About 1 o’clock an order was given by General Pillow recalling our 
forces to the defensive lines. Our forces having returned, they were 
ordered to the positions they occupied the day previous, involving a 
march of over a mile for the troops on the extreme right. The enemy 
at the same time advanced with his re-enforcements to attack that flank, 
and by a prompt movement succeeded in effecting a lodgment within 
the lines just as our exhausted forces arrived. 

A vigorous attempt to dislodge him failed, and at length our men, 
having suffered much, fell back, leaving him in possession of that por- 
tion of our defenses. The advantage gained by the enemy placed him 
in position to assault our right in full force with his fresh troops next 
morning. Such was the condition of affairs when the darkness of night 
closed the bloody struggle of the day. In the course of the night Gen- 
erals I'loyd, Pillow, and Buckner met in council. I was not present. 

The following morning, about 3 o’clock, I was told by General Pillow 
that a surrender had been decided on. He invited me to join himself 
and staff, as they were not included in the proposed surrender. This I 
accepted, and accompanied him to Clarksville and Nashville, where I 
had the honor to report to you in person. * 

Irom information received the strength of the enemy at Donelson 
was estimated to be about 50,000. Our effective force was about 15,000. 

The surrender at Fort Donelson made Nashville untenable by the 
forces under your command. Situated in a wide basin, intersected by 
a navigable river in possession of the invader; approached from all 
directions by good turnpike roads and surrounded by commanding hills, 
involving works of not less than 20 miles in extent, the city could not 
be held by a force less than 50,000. With all the re-enforcements to be 
hoped for your army could not be raised to that number before the 
place would have been attacked by heavy forces of the enemy both by 
land and water. The alternative was to withdraw to the interior of the 
State of Tennessee. 

J. I. GILMER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 


Col. W. W. MaAckatt, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. Western Department, Decatur, Ala. 
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ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Ttichmond, Va., December 2, 1862. 


Sir: Indorsed on a letter of the Ist instant, from Brigadier-General 
Pillow to you, I have had the honor to receive your instructions, as fol- 
lows: 


On the allegations of General Pillow, as within, justice requires a supplemental 
report from Colonel Gilmer, and he will accordingly make it. 


In the letter on which your instructions are indorsed General Pillow 
complains that in an order of your predecessor, reflecting on his conduct 
in the operations of the army at Fort Donelson, injustice was done him, 
and then states: | 7 


The knowledge of Colonel Gilmer, chief of e1fgineers, is important for the infor- 
mation of the Government. His original report in regard to the result of the con- 
ference of general officers, on the night of February 14, at Dover, and his knowledge 
of the condition of the army when the field was won on the 15th, and his opinion of 
the practicability of a successful retreat from the battle-field on that day, is not as full 
as his knowledge of the facts will enable him to make. 


As a preliminary to the supplemental report which I am directed to 
make, I have respectfully to state that my original report upon the 
defense of Fort Donelson was made the 17th of March last, to General 
Albert Sidney Johnston, then commanding the Western Department. 
That distinguished officer paid me the flattering compliment to say it 
gave him a clearer knowledge of the operations than he had received 
from other sources, which led me to suppose that my effort to report all 
that was “important for the information of the Government” had been 
suecessful. With this remark I have the honor to submit the folowing 
supplemental report : 

On the evening of February 14, 1862, Generals Floyd, Pillow, and 
Buckner met in council at Dover, to decide upon a plan of action under 
the threatening state of affairs then existing. I was present by invita- 
tion. Although the gunboats had been repulsed that afternoon by the 
water batteries, it was evident from the movement of large bodies of 
troops towards the left of our lines that the enemy had resolved to com- 
plete the investment of the place by gaining the bank of the Cumber- 
land River above, and then attack in overwhelming numbers, or force 
a capitulation by cutting off all supplies and re-enforcements. The ne- 
cessity for prompt action was apparent, and, after mature deliberation 
and interchange of views, it was decided to attack the enemy at 5 o’clock 
next morning, on his extreme right and right center, with a view to 
drive him back and secure an opportunity to withdraw in safety our 
forces towards Charlotte and Nashville, Tenn. It was hoped even 
greater advantages might be gained by the attack, which, if well fol- 
lowed up on our part, might result in disaster to the besiegers. The 
brigade commanders were then sent for, the plan of operations explained, 
and the positions for their respective commands in the order of attack 
assigned. 

Brigadier-General Pillow was to direct the movement against the 
right of the enemy; Brigadier-General Buckner that against his right 
center, advancing along the Wynn’s lerry road. A few regiments were 
to remain to guard the lines. The details of preparation for carrying 
out the plan decided upon, such as the number of rations that should 
be prepared; whether blankets and knapsacks should be taken or not; 
what should be the order of march on retreat for the different com- 
mands; who should take the advance, and who should protect the rear, 
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were not arranged, to the best of my recollection, in the council of Feb- 
ruary 14. The decision of the council was in general terms, and, as I 
have already stated, to attack the enemy, secure a retreat towards Char- 
lotte, and, if circumstances justified it, to follow up all advantages, and 
hurl the invaders back to their transports. | 

As decided in council, the attack on the right of the enemy was made 
next morning by the forces under General Pillow, and, after a hot and 
long-continued contest, the besiegers fell back, disputing obstinately 
each foot of ground. General Buckner’s division was brought up in 
front of their right center, and a part of his force, after he had prepared 
the way by his artillery, was advanced to the attack. For some time 
the result of the day appeared doubtful and but little advantage was 
gained in the center. The enemy was hotly engaged for hours on his 
right by Pillow’, division, and forced to yield point after point until 
he was thrown back on his right center, when the advance of Buekner’s 
forces united our strength, and for the moment gave promise of a brill- 
iant victory. The forces by which we were first opposed were in full 
retreat and our men were eager in the pursuit, fatigued as they were 
by the long continued strugele of the day; but this bright picture was 
suddenly changed. Large masses of fresh troops were brought up by 
the besiegers, the contest was fast becoming unequal, and our men were 
well-nigh exhausted, having been under arms or on fatigue duty almost 
constantly for the four preceding days and nights, some of them for 
even a longer time. What was the streneth of the re-enforcements 
brought forward to cover the retreat of the enemy and check our advance 
fam unable to state with any accuracy. It was very great, however, 
as was evident by the heavy masses that were seen to approach along 
the roads from the landing below (distant about 8 miles), and by the 
extent of the fire as they advanced to the contest. 

It was now about 1 o’vlock; the battle had been waged for about seven 
hours; the ground was covered with snow; the troops were hungry 
and fatigued, their ammunition falling short, and the besiegers largely 
re-enforced. 

To commence a retreat at this time would have been hazardous, and 
must have resulted in great suffering, as a large part of the men were 
without their blankets, rations, or other preparations for a march. It 
was a choice of evils. Prompt decision and action were imperative. 
Lhe commanding general must at once decide as to the practicability of 
making the contemplated retreat or wait the turn of events. A retreat 
commenced from the battle-field would have, in my opinion, resulted 
in the deliverance of a large part of the army, but much broken and 
demoralized. 

Under these circumstances an order was given by General Pillow, and 
approved afterwards, as I understood, by General Floyd, to withdraw 
our forces and place them back to fermer positions within the lines. 
This was done as promptly as possible, but the enemy, by a quick 
advance of fresh troops against the extreme right of our lines, effected 
a lodgment within them before the returning troops could arrive for 
their defense. He afterwards reoccupied the ground from which he had 
been driven in the morning, and the sad sequel has been long since 
reported to the Government by the commanding generals, 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 
| J. . GILMER, 
Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
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Reports of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, C. 8. Army. 


CAMP NEAR MURFREESBORGUGH, TENN., 
February 27, 1862. 

Sir: Your order of the 12th of this month, transmitted to me from 
Bowling Green by telgraph to Cumberland City, reached me the same 
evening. It directed me to repair at once, with what foree I could com- 
mand, to the support of the garrison at Fort Donelson. I immediately 
prepared for my departure, and effected it in time to reach I'ort Donel- 
son the next morning (13th) before daylight. Measures had been already 

taken by Brigadier-General Pillow, then in command, to render our re- 
sistance to the attack of the enemy as effectual as possible. He had, 
with activity and industry, pushed forward the defensive works towards 
completion. 

These defenses consisted in an earthwork in Fort Donelson, in which 
were mounted guns of. different calibers to the number of thirteen, A 
field work, intended for the infantry support, was constructed immedi- 
ately behind the battery and upon the summit of the hillin rear. Sweep- 
ing away from this field work eastward, to the extent of nearly 2 miles 
in its windings, was a line of intrenchments, defended on the outside at 
some points with abatis. These intrenchments were occupied by the 
troops already there and by the addition of those which came upon the 
field with me. The position of the fort, which was established by the Ten- 
nessee authorities, was by no means commanding, nor was the least mili- 
tary significance attached to the position. The intrenchments, afterwards 
hastily made, in many places were injudiciously constructed, because of 
the distance they were placed from the brow cf the Inll, subjecting the 
men to a heavy fire from the enemy’s sharpshooters opposite as they 
advanced to or retired from the intrenchments. 

Soon after my arrival the intrenchments were fully occupied from one 
end to the other, and just as the sun rose the cannonade from one of the 
enemy’s gunboats announced the opening of the conflict, which was des- 
tined to continue for three days and nights. In a very short time the 
fire became general along our whole lines, and the enemy, who had 
already planted batteries at several points around the whole circuit of 
our intrenchments, as shown by a diagram herewith sent,.* opened a gen- 
eral and active fire from all arms upon our trenches, which continued 
until darkness put an end to the conflict. They charged with unecom- 
mon spirit at several points along on the line, but most particularly at 
a point undefended by intrenchments, down a hollow, which separated 
the right wing, under the command of Brigadier General Bue kner, from 
the right of the center, commanded by Colonel Tfeiman. This charge 
was prosecuted with uncommon vigor, but was met with a determined 
spuit of resistance—a cool, deliberate courage—both by the troops of 
Brigadier-General Buckner and Colonel Heiman, which drove the enemy, 
discomfited and eut to pieces, back upon the position he had assumed in 
the morning. Too high praise cannot be bestowed upon the battery of 
Captain Por ter for their participation in the rout of the enemy in this 
assault. My position was immediately in front of the point of attack, 
and I was thus enabled to witness more distinctly the incidents of it. 

The enemy continued their fire upon different parts of our intrench- 
ments throughout the night, which deprived our men of any opportu- 
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nity to sleep. We lay that night upon our arms in the trenches. 
We confidently expected at the dawn of day a more vigorous attack 
than ever; but in this we were entirely mistaken. The day advanced 
and no preparations seemed to be making for a general onset; but an 
extremely annoying fire was kept up from the enemy’s sharpshooters 
throughout the whole length of the intrenchments from their long-range 
rifles. While this mode of attack was not attended with any consider. 
able loss, it nevertheless confined the men to their trenches and prevented 
their taking their usual rest. i 

So stood the affairs of the field until about 3 p.m., when the fleet of 
gunboats in full force advanced upon the fort and opened fire. They 
advanced in the shape of a crescent, and kept up a constant and inces- 
sant fire for one hour and a half, which was replied to with uncommon 
spirit and vigor by the fort. Once the boats reached a point within a 
few hundred yards of the fort, at which time it was that three of their 
boats sustained serious injuries from our batteries and were compelled 
to fall back. The line was broken and the enemy discomfited on the 
water, giving up the fight entirely, which he never afterwards renewed. 

I was satisfied from the incidents of the last two days that the enemy 
did not intend again to give us battle in our trenches. They had been 
fairly repulsed with very heavy slaughter upon every effort to storm 
our position, and it was but fair to infer that they would not again 
renew the unavailing attempt at our dislodgment when certain means 
to effect the same end without loss were perfectly at their command. 
We were aware of the fact that extremely heavy re-enforcements had. 
been continually arriving day and night for three days and nights, and 
J had no doubt whatever that their whole available force on the Western 
waters could and would be concentrated here if it was deemed neces. 
sary to reduce our position. I had already seen the impossibility of 
holding out for any length of time with our inadequate numbers and 
indefensible position. There was no place within our intrenchments 
but could be reached by the enemy’s artillery from their boats or their 
batteries. 

It was but fair to infer that while they kept up a sufficient fire upon 
our intrenchments to keep our men from sleep and prevent repose, their 
object was merely to give time to pass a column above us on the river, 
both on the right and the left banks, and thus to eut off all our com- 
munication and to prevent the possibility of egress. I then saw clearly 
that but one course was left by which a rational hope could be enter- 
tained of saving the garrison or a part of it—that was to dislodge the 
enemy from his position on our left, and thus to pass our people into 
the open country lying southward towards Nashville. TI ealled for a 
consultation of the officers of divisions and brigades to take place after 
dark, when this plan was laid before them, approved, and adopted, and 
at which it was determined to move from the trenches at an early hour 
on the next morning and attack the enemy in his position. 

It was agreed that the attack should commence upon our extreme left, 
and this duty was assigned Brigadier-General Pillow, assisted by Briga- 
dier-General Johnson, having also under his command commanders 
of brigades Colonel Baldwin, commanding Mississippi and Tennessee 
troops, and Colonel Wharton and Colonel McCausland, commanding 
Virginians. To Brigadier-General Buckner was assigned the duty of 
making the attack from near the center of our lines upon the enemy’s 
forces upon the Wynw’s Ferry road. The attack on the left was delayed 
longer than I expected, and consequently the enemy was found in posi- 
tion when our troops advanced. The attack, however, on our part was 
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extremely spirited; and although the resistance of the enemy was obsti- 
nate, and their numbers far exceeded ours, our people succeeded in 
driving them, discomfited and terribly cut to pieces, from the entire left. 
The Kentucky troops, under Brigadier-General Buckner, advanced from 
their position behind the intrenchments upon the Wynn’s Ferry road, 
but not until the enemy had been driven in a great measure from the 
position he occupied in the morning. 

I had ordered on the night before that the two regiments stationed in 
Tort Donelson should occupy the trenches vacated by Brigadier-General 
Buckner’s forces, which, together with the men whom he detached to 
assist in this purpose, I thought sufficient to hold them. My intention 
was to hold with Brigadier-General Buckner’s command the Wynn’s 
Ferry road, aud thus to prevent the enemy during the night from occu- 
pying the position on our left which he occupied in the morning. I gave 
him orders upon the field to that effect. 

Leaving him in position, then, I started for the right of our command, 
to see that all was secure there, my intention being, if things could be 
lield in the condition that they then were, to move the whole army, if 
possible, to the open country lying southward beyond the Randolph 
Forge. During my absence, and from some misapprehension, I presume, 
of the previous order given, Brigadier-General Pillow ordered Brigadier- 
General Buckner to leave his position on the Wynn’s Ferry road “and to 
resume his place in his trenches on the right. This movement was nearly 
executed before I was aware of it. As the enemy were pressing upon 
the trenches, [ deemed that the execution of this last order was all that 
was left to be done. The enemy, in fact, succeeded in occupying an 
angle of the trenches on the extreme right of Brigadier-General Buck- 
ner’s command; and, as the fresh forces of the enemy had begun already 
to nove towards our left to occupy the position they held in the morn- 
ing, and as we had no force adequate to oppose their progress, we had 
to submit to the mortification of seeing the ground which we had won 
by such a severe conflict in the morning reoccupied by the enemy before 
midnight. 

The enemy had been landing re-enforcements throughout the day. 
His numbers had been augmented to eighty-three regiments. Ourtroops 
were completely exhausted by four days and nights of continued conflict. 
To renew it, with any hope of successful result was obviously vain, 
and such I understand to be the unanimous opinion of all the ofticers 
present at the council called to consider what was best to be done. I 
thought, and so announced, that a desperate onset upon the right of the 
enemy’s forces, on the ground where we had attacked them in the morn- 
ig, might result i in the extricating of a considerable proportion of the 

command from the position we were in, and this opinion I understood 
to be concurred in by all who were present; but it was likewise agreed, 
with the same unanimity, that it would result in the slaughter of nearly 
all who did not succeed in effecting their escape. The question then 
arose whether, in point of humanity and a sound military policy, a course 
should be adopted from which the probabilities were that the larger pro- 
portion of the command would be cut to pieces in an unavailing fight 
against overwhelming numbers. [understood the general sentiment to 
be averse to the proposition. I felt that in this contingency, while it 
might be questioned whether f should, as commander of the army, lead 
it to certain destruction in an unavailing fight, I had aright individually 
to determine that [ would not survive a surrender there. To satisfy 
both propositions, I agreed to hand over the command to Brigadier-Gen- 
eral buckuer through Brigadier-General Pillow, and to make an effort 
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for my own extrication by any and every means that might present then- 
selves tome. I therefore directed Colonel Forrest, a daring and deter- 
mined officer, at the head of an efficient regiment of cavalry, to be pres- 
ent, for the purpose of accompanying me in what I supposed would be 
an effort to pass through the enemy’s lines. I announced the fact upon 
turning the command over to Brigadier-Gencral Buckner that I would 
bring away with me by any means [ could command my own particu- 
lar brigade, the propriety of which was acquiesced in on all hands. This, 
by various modes, I sueceeded in accomplishing to a great extent, and 
would have brought off my whole command in one way or another if I 
had had the assistance of the field ofiicers who were absent from several 
of the regiments. The command was turned over to Brigadier-General 
Buckner, who at once opened negotiations with the enemy, which re- 
sulted in the surrender of the place. 

Thus ended the conflict, running through four days and four nights, 
a large portion of which time it was maintained with the greatest fierce- 
ness and obstinacy, in which we, with a force not exceeding 13,000, a 
large part of whom were illy armed, succeeded in. resisting and driving 
back with discomfiture an army consisting of more than 50,000 men. 

I have no meaus of accurately estimating the loss of the enemy. 
From what I saw upon the battle-tield ; trom what I witnessed through- 
out the whole period of the conflict; from what Iwas able to learn from 
sources of Information deemed by me worthy of credit, Ihave no doubt 
that the enemy’s loss in killed and wounded reached a number beyond 
9,000. Our own losses were extremely heavy, but, for want of exact 
returns, [ am unable to state precise numbers. I think there will not 
be far from 1,500 killed and wounded. 

Nothing could exceed the coolness and determined spirit of resistance 
Which animated the men in this long and perilous conflict ; nothing could 
exceed the determined courage which characterized them throughout 
this terrible struggle, and nothing could be more admirable than the 
steadiness which they exhibited, until nature itself was exhausted, in 
what they knew to be a desperate tight against a foe very many times 
their superior in numbers. I camnot particularize in this report to you 
the numberless instances of heroic daring performed by both officers 
and men, but must content myself for the present by saying in my 
judgment they all deserve well of their country. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON. 


KNOXVILLE, TENN., March 20, 1862. 

SIR: Your communication of the 16th instant, from Decatur, reached 
me here to-day, where I came in compliance with an order from Major- 
General Smith, who felt his position endangered from the advance of 
the enemy. 

In that communication you say: 

Under date of March lith the Secretary of War says: 

“The reports of Generals Floyd and Pillow are unsatisfactory, and the President 
directs that both these generals be relieved from command till further orders.” He 
further directs General Johnston “in the mean time to request them to add to their 
reports such statements as they may deem proper on the following points: | 

‘Ist. The failure to give timely notice of the insufficiency of the garrison of Fort 
Donelson to repel attacks, 
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‘2d. The failure of an attempt to save the army by evacuating the post. when 
found to be untenable. 

‘¢3d. Why they abandoned the command to their inferior officer, instead of execut- 
ing themselves whatever measure was deemed proper for the entire army. 

‘4th. What was the precise mode by which cach etfected his escape from the post 
and what dangers were encountered in the retreat ? 

“5th. Upon what principle a selection was made of particular troops, being certain 
regiments of the senior general’s brigade, to whose use all the transportation on hand 
was appropriated. 

“6th. A particular designation of the regiments saved and the regiments aban- 
doned which formed part of the senior general’s brigade.” 

In obedience to this order Iam directed by General Johnston to request your com- 
pliance with the wishes of the Président in these particulars with as little delay as 
possible, and forward the report to these headquarters. 

Under the same direction General Johnston has required a report from Colonel For- 
rest, detailing particularly the time and manner of his escape from Fort Donelson, the 
road he took, the number of enemies he met or saw in making his escape, and the 
difficulties which existed to prevent the remainder of the army from following the 
route taken by him in his escape with his command. 

I give at once the additional information which seems to be asked for 
in the communication of the Secretary of War to which you refer. 

The first charge is as follows: 

The failure to give timely notice of the insufticiency of the garrison of Fort Donel- 
son to repel attacks. 

I presume the general knew, before 1 was ordered to Fort Donelson, 
that neither the works nor the troops sent there could withstand the 
force which he knew the enemy had in hand and which could be brought 
speedily to that point. I knew perfectly well that if the whole force 
under General Johnston’s command at Bowling Green had been sent to 
Fort Donelson it would prove utterly insufficient to repel the advance 
of the enemy up the Cumberland River. General Johnston’s entire 
force, including the troops at Donelson, as I understood it, did not ex- 
ceed 30,000 men. I knew what I believe everybody else did, for it was 
made public through the newspapers, that the enemy had in Kentucky 
alone one hundred and nineteen regiments, and that he had nearly if 
not quite as many at Cairo, Saint Louis, and the towns near the mouth 
of the Cumberland. It was also known that the enemy had unlimited 
means of transportation for concentrating troops. How, then, was it 
possible for General Johnston’s whole army to meet that force, which 
was known to be moving towards the mouths of the Tennessee and Cum- 
berland Rivers? The sequel proved that this information was correct, 
for not only were the troops occupying Kentucky sent up the Cumber- 
land, but large additions were made to them from Missouri and Illinois, 
as Stated by prisoners and by the official reports of their own commanders. 
I could rot, under a sense of duty, call for re-enforcements, because the 
force under General Joinston was not strong enough to afford a suffi- 
cient number to hold the place. I consider the place illy chosen, out of 
position, and entirely indefensible by any re-enforceements which could 
be brought there toits support. It had but thirteen guns, and it turned 
out that but three of these were effective agaiust iron-clad steamers. 
T thought the force already there sufficient for sacrifice, as well as 
enough to hoid the place until Bowling Green could be evacuated, with 
its supplies and munitions of war. This 1 supposed to be the main ob- 
ject of the movement to Donelson, and the only good that could be 
ettected by desperately holding that post with the entirely inadequate 
means 1n hand for defense of the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers. 

With a less force than 50,000 men the position at Fort Donelson was, 
in my judgment, quite untenable, and even with that force it could have 
been held for ouly a short time, unless a force of 20,000 men was sup- 
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porting it at Clarksville and 25,000 more at least had been stationed 
at Nashville. While these were my own views and opinions, I never- 
theless transmitted to General Johnston the exact state of affairs at the 
fort at every stage of the conflict. 

My views and opinions upon the defense of Fort Donelson and the 
means of extricating the army from the trap in which necessity had 
thrown it there had been set forth in a letter addressed to the general 
trom Clarksville before I received orders to go to Fort Donelson, bear- 
ing date of February 12. I annex acopy of that letter: 


CLARKSVILLE, TENN., February 12, 1862. 
General JOHNSTON: 

Sir: There is but little known satisfactorily of the enemy or their movements; up 
to 10 o’clock last night all was quiet as usual at the fort. General Buckner is now 
there. I have thought the best disposition to make of the troops on this line was to 
concentrate the main force at Cumberland City, leaving at Fort Donelson enough to 
make all possible resistance to any attack which may be made upon the fort, but no 
more. The character of the country in the rear and to the left of the fort is such as 
to make it dangerous to concentrate our whole force there ; for, if their gunboats should 
pass the fort and command the river, our troops would be in danger of being cut off by 
a force from the Tennessee. In this event their road would be open to Nashville, 
without any obstruction whatever. ‘The position at Cumberland City is better; for 
there the railroad diverges from the river, which would afford some little facility fox 
transportation in case of necessity; and from thence the open country southward to- 
wards Nashville is easily reached. Besides, from that point we threaten the flank of 
any force sent from the Tennessee against the fort. I am making every possible effort 
to concentrate the forces here at Cumberland City. I have been in the greatest dread 
ever since I reached this place at their scattered condition. The force is inadequate 
to defend a linc of 40 miles in length, which can be attacked from three different direc- 
tions. We can only be formidable by concentration. A strong guard is all that can 
be left here, and this no longer than your movement can be made. I shall begin to- 
day, if the engineers report favorably, to blockade the river at the piers of the railroad 
bridge. I have taken up an idea that a raft, secured against this bridge, can render 
the river impassable for the gunboats. If thisis possible, it will be an immense relief 
to the movements above. Iam quite sure this blockade can be made at a lower stage 
of water; but the present stage of water renders this experiment somewhat doubtful; 
still I will make every exertion to effect the blockade, if possible. I received by tele- 
graph your authority to make any disposition of the trodps which in my judgment was 
best, and acknowledged it by a dispatch immediately. Iam acting accordingly. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 

CHARGE 2.—The failure of any attempt to save the army by evacuating the post 
when found to be untenable. 

I have been unfortunate if I have failed to show in my report of the 
battle at Fort Donelson that the fight on February 15, outside of our 
intrenchments, was nothing but an attempt to save the army by evac- 
uating the fort, which the position and numbers of the enemy had already 
rendered untenabie. In my report of February 27 I attempted to ex- 
plain why we left our intrenchments on the 15th to give battle and the 
object I had in view in doing so. I said: 

I had already seen the impossibility of holding out for any length of time with our 
inadequate numbers and indefensible position. There was no place in our intrench- 
ments but could be reached by the enemy’s artillery from their boats or their batteries. 
It was but fair to infer that while they kept up a sufficient tire upon our intrenchments 
to keep our men from sleep and prevent repose, their object was merely to give time 
to pass a column above us on the river, both on the right and the left banks, and thus 
to cut off all our communications and to prevent the possibility of egress. I then saw 
clearly that but one course was left by which a rational hope could be entertained of 
saving the garrison or a part of it—that was to dislodge the enemy from his position 


on our left, and thus to pass our people into the open country lying southward towards 
Nashville. 


Upon the failure of this enterprise, the causes of which arefully set forth 
in my report, it obviously became impossible to save the army by evac- 
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uating the post; the attempt to save the army had been made. I thought 
then, and still think, that a more earnest attempt could not have been 
made by an equal number of men to accomplish any enterprise by force 
ofarms. ‘To extricate the army then involved the necessity of another 
battle that night, more desperate than that of the morning, because the 
enemy had been greatly re-enforced, and held their former position with 
fresh troops. There is such a thing as human exhaustion, an end of 
physical ability in man to march and fight, however little such a con- 
tingency may seem possible to those who sleep quietly upon soft beds, 
who fare sumptuously every day, and have never tried the exposure of 
protracted battles and hard campaigns. This point had been reached 
by our men; the conflict, toil, and excitement of unsuspended battle, 
running through eighty-four hours, was enough to wear out the phys- 
ical strength of any men; especially so when the greater part of the 
time they were exposed to a storm of sleet, snow, and continued frost, 
and opposed to a force five or six times greater than their own, without 
shelter or fire. Many of the men had been frost-bitten, and a great 
inany were so overcome by fatigue and want of sleep as to be unable to 
keep open their eyes standing on their feet in the face and under the 
fireoftheenemy. In fact, the men were totally out of condition to fight. 

There were: but two roads by which it was possible to retire. If they 
went by the upper road, they would certainly have a strong position of 
the enemy to cut through, besides having to march over the battle-field 
strewn with corpses; and if they retired by the lower road, they would 
have to wade through water 3 feet deep; which latter ordeal the med- 
ical director stated would be death to more than half of the command 
on account of the severity of the weather and their physical prostration. 
It was believed in council that the army could not retire without sacri- 
ficing three-fourths of it. The consultation which took place among the 
officers on the night of the 15th was to ascertain whether a further strug- 
ele could be maintained, and it was resolved in the negative uncondi- 
tionally and emphatically. General Buckner, whose immediate command 
was the largest in the fort, was positive and unequivocal in his opinion 
that the fight could not be renewed. I confess I was myself strongly 
influenced by this opinion of General Buckner; for I have not yet seen 
an ofticer in whose superior military ability, clear, discriminating jJudg- 
ment, in whose calm, unflinching courage and unselfish patriotism I 
nore fully confide than in his. The loss to the Confederacy of so able, 
brave, and accomplished a soldier is irreparable. _ 

From my own knowledge of the condition of the men I thought that 
but few of them were in condition to encounter a night conflict; so the 
plan of renewing the battle was abandoned, and thus the necessity of 
surrender was prevented. All agreed that the necessity existed. That 
conclusion having been reached, nothing remained but to consider the 
manner of it, and that is fully set forth in my former ¢eport. 

CHARGE 3.—Why they abandoned the command to their inferior officer, instead of 
executing themselves whatever measure was deemed proper for the entire army. 

The “abandonment of command” here imputed I suppose to mean the 
act of transferring to General Buckner, who was willing to execute it, 
the performance of the formalities of surrender. The surrender was a 
paintul and inexorable necessity, which could not be avoided, and not 
a ‘‘measure deemed proper for the entire army.” On the contrary, my 
proposition to take away as large a portion of the forces as possible met, 
I am sure, with the approbation of the whole council. One of the rea- 
sons which induced me to make this transfer to General Buckner was 
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in order that I might be untrammeled in the effort I was determined to 
make to extricate as many of the command as possible from the tort, to 
which object I devoted myself during the night of the 15th. So that I 
accomplished the fact of bringing off troops from the position, I thought 
little of the manner of doing so. All possibility of further fighting was 
over. Not another gun was to be fired; no personal risk was to be 
incurred; certain and absolute freedom from all personal danger was se- 
cured to those who surrendered; further danger, conflict, and toil could 
befall those only who should attempt to escape and those I chose to lead. 

Nothing was to be done by those who remained but to hoist the white 
flag and to surrender. This I would nof*do, for the “measure” of sur- 
render had not been thought of by myself or any officer present in the 
council as one proper for the “entire army.” I suppose it to be an 
unquestionable principle of military action that in case of disaster 1t is 
better to save a part of a command than to lose the whole. The alter- 
native proposition which I adopted in preference to surrendering the 
‘entire army” was to make my way out of the beleaguered camp with 
such men as were still able to make another struggle, if 1t could be 
accomplished; and, if it could not be, then to take any consequences 
that did not involve a surrender. 

CuarGcE 5.—Upon what principle a selection was made of particular troops, being 
certain regiments of the senior general’s brigade, to whose use all the transportation 
on hand was appropriated. 

The answer to this charge leads directly to that of the fourth, and I 
therefore respond first to this. I presume it is well established that a 
senior general can select any troops under his command for any service 
or purpose or plan he may choose to execute; and if the means were 
offered of extricating only a portion of men from a general surrender, I 
presume the selection of this portion would rest with him rather than 
with any other person or persons. This would be a sufiicient answer to 
the charge in question, if I chose to rely upon it, which Ido not. My 
real answer I will give fully. It is untrue that “all the transportation 
on hand was appropriated to certain regiments of the senior general’s 
brigade.” It is untrue that a selection was made of “particular troops.” 
T am sure that quite as many men belonging to other brigades were pro- 
vided with ‘means of escape” *‘by the transportation on hand” as were 
of the senior general’s brigade. 

Late at night it was ascertained that two steamboats would probably 
reach the landing before daylight. Then I determined to let Colonel 
Forrest's cavalry proceed on their march by the river road, which was 
impassable for anything but cavalry, on account of the backwater and 
overflow, while I would remain behind and endeavor to get away as 
many men as possible by the boats. The boats came a short time before 
daylight, when I hastened to the river and began to ferry the men over 
to the opposite shore as rapidly as possible. 

The men were taken on indiscriminately as they came to the boats; 
but, in the first instance, more of the “senior general’s brigade” were 
present than of other troops, from this circumstance, namely, that when 
I determined not to surrender, I caused my brigade to be drawn up in 
line and to await my final preparation for a forward movement. This 
was promptly done, and as they were nearest the left flank, where the 
fight would first begin, so likewise were they nearest to the river landing. 
Irom this circumstance it happened that the troops from my immediate 
command were among the first to enter the boats; but all the men from 
all portions of the army who were present and could be gotten on board 
were takeu indiscriminately, as far as I had any knowledge. No man 
of the army was excluded to make room tor ny brigade, Qn the con- 
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trary, all who came were taken on board until some time after daylight, 
when L received a message from General Buckner that any further delay 
at the wharf would certainly cause the loss of the boat with all on 
board. Such was the want of all order and discipline by this time on 
shore that a wild rush was made at the boat, which the captain said 
would. swamp her unless he pushed off immediately. This was done, 
and about sunrise the boat on which I was (the other having gone) left 
tlre shore and steered up the river. By this “precise mode” I effected 
my “escape,” and after leaving the wharf the Department will be pleased 
to hear that I encountered no dangers whatever from the enemy. 

I had announced in council my determination to take my own brigade 
and attempt a retreat; and this, I presume, is what is referred to in the 
charge of “selecting certain regiments of the senior general’s brigade.” 
1 “selected” this command because they had been with me in the most 
trying service for seven months; had been repeatedly under fire; had 
been exposed to every hardship incident to a campaign; had never on 
any occasion flinched or faltered; had never uttered a complaint, and | 
knew were to be relied on for any enterprise that could be accomplished. 
In announcing this intention it was far from my purpose to exclude any 
troops who might think proper or might be physically able to join me 
in making the movement. 

CHARGE 6.—A particular designation of the regiments saved and the regiments 
abandoned which formed a part of the senior general’s brigade. 

My brigade consisted of the Thirty-sixth Regiment Virginia Volun- 
teers, the Fiftieth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, the Vifty-first Regi- 
ment Virginia Volunteers, the Fifty-sixth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, 
and the Twentieth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers. No one of these 
regiments was either wholly saved or wholly left. I could obtain no 
reports from regiments until I arrived at Murfreesborough. There our 
morning reports show the aggregate of each regiment present. respect- 
ively to have been: Of the Thirty-sixth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, 
243; Filtieth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, 285; Vifty-first Regiment 
Virginia Volunteers, 274; Fifty-sixth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, 
184. The Twentieth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers handed in no 
report at Murfreesborough, and what there was of it was ordered away 
by General Johnston; but I am informed that their morning report 
will show over 300 as present. These reports were nade before those 
who had been ferried over the river at Donelson had come up. 

A considerable number of men from each of these regiments were 
“saved” and many of each were left behind. Of my own brigade, a 
ereat any who were left effected their escape by every means they 
could command and joined their regiments and companies, except the 
Twentieth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers, which, by General Johns- 
tou’s order, was detached and sent home to recruit. This regiment, at 
the last accounts I had of it, immediately after the fight of Fort Don- 
elson, numbered, as already stated, about 300 men; but I have no accu- 
rate information on the subject. The loss I felt most seriously was that 
of my three artillery companies of Virginia troops,* so remarkable for 
their efficiency and real gallantry, who had followed me so faithtully 
throughout my service in Virginia, and who fought so bravely during 
the whole of the trying conflict at Donelson. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, Brig. Gen., CS. A. 

PEVER OTEY, Assistant Adjutant-General. 





— 





i It has ‘been impossible to identity these batteries ; they were probably French’s, 
Guy’s, and Jackson’s. | | | 
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Report of Col. Gabriel C. Wharton, Fifty-first Virginia Infantry, com- 
manding First Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, I'LOYD’s DIVISION, 
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 22, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the partici- 
pation of this brigade in the engagement at Fort Donelson: 

The advance of the brigade, the Fifty-first Regiment Virginia Volun- 
teers, reached Dover, 1 mile from the fort, about 11 p.m. on Friday, 
the 7th, and immediately reported to Brig. Gen. B. lt. Johnson, who 
was then in command, and was ordered to encamp near the wharf. 

About 4 p.m. on the 8th the Fifty-sixth Regiment Virginia Volun- 
teers arrived and was ordered to encamp near the Fifty-first. I'rom 
Saturday to Wednesday following there was skirmishing between our 
cavalry picket and the enemy. 

On Wednesday our pickets were driven in and the enemy reported 
advancing in force. The brigade was then ordered to take position on 
the left of Brigadier-General Buckner’s division and near the center of 
our line of defense. Soon after taking position, the enemy commenced 
to throw shot and shell, which did no execution. Captain Porter’s bat- 
tery was then ordered to take the position which had been assigned to — 
this brigade, and we were ordered to the support of the left wing, com- 
inanded by Brigadier-General Johnson. We were engaged during the 
evening and night in constructing breastworks and rifle pits. 

During Thursday we were under a heavy fire from the enemy’s bat- 
teries. There were also frequent engagements with the infantry, in all 
of which the enemy were repulsed. “Thursday night we remained again 
in the ditches. 

On Friday there was skirmishing with the infantry and sharpshooters ; 
occasionally sharp firing from the batteries. On T'riday evening oc- 
curred the terrific cannonading between the gunboats and the fort, some 
of the shells from the boats exploding in and near our lines, but doing 
no injury. 

On Saturday morning, at 4 o’clock, the brigade was withdrawn from 
the ditches and placed in line, by order of Brigadier-General Pillow, to 
make an attack on the enemy’s extreme right flank. Colonel Baldwin’s 
brigade was placed in advance; this brigade followed next. About 6 
o’clock the column was put in motion. We had scarcely passed beyond 
the line of our defense when the skirmishers of Colonel Baldwin’s brigade 
engaged the enemy’s pickets, and in a few minutes the engagement 
became general. We were then ordered to deploy and advance, which 
was done with spirit and promptness. The enemy,attera very obstinate 
resistance, was forced to retire, but were either rallied or re-enforced on 
the sev eral ridges, from which they were again and again driven. Our 
men, cheering as they charged , pursued them nearly 2 niles, when orders 
Ww ore recelv ed that we should retire to our Intrenchments. The brigade 
Was very much exhausted, having been under fire or in the ditches for 
more than four days. 

The loss of the Fifty-first was 9 killed, 43 wounded, and 5 missing. 
Of the Fifty-sixth, 8 were killed, 37 wounded, and 115 missing. 

Lieut. Col. J. M. Massie commanded the Jifty-first Regiment; bis 
bearing was inost Ghivalric and gallant. Capt. G. W. Davis gallantly 
led the F ifty-sixth Regiment. Lieut. August Forsberg, attached to the 
brig: ade as engineer oliicer, rendered very efficient service mm rallying 
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and leading the inen, and throughout the day distinguished himself for 
gallantry and acts of daring. To mention the many individual instances 
of heroism and daring would too much lengthen this report; therefore 
suffice it to say that all the officers and men of both regiments behaved 
with commendable coolness and bravery. : 

Capt. Samuel H. Newberry, Lieutenants Henderson and Painter, of 
the Iifty-first, were wounded. Captain Dabney C. H arrison, of the 
Vifty-sixth, was mortally wounded while leading his men to a charge. 
Lieutenants erguson aud Haskins were also wounded. 

A number of improved arms were captured and brought to camp. 

On Sunday morning, the 16th, brigade was ordered from Fort Donel- 
son to Nashville, where valuable service was rendered in guarding and 
shipping Government stores. | 

Thursday, the 20th, the brigade was ordered to this place, where we 
ure now encamped. 

Respectfully submitted. 

G. C. WHARTON, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN B. FLoyp. 





No. 50. 


Keport of Col. John McCausland, Thirty-sixth Virginia Infantry, com- 
manding Second Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, FLOYD’s DIvISIon, 
Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 23, 1862. 


Sim: I have the honor to submit the following report of the action of 
this brigade, February 13, 14, and 15, in the engagement near Fort 
Donelson between the Confederate States forces and the United States 
forces under General Grant: 

On the morning of the 13th I received your orders to proceed at once 
from Cumberland City to Fort Donelson, where we arrived at daylight 
und were at once ordered to the trenches. This brigade was posted as 
a support to Green’s battery, on the left wing. During the entire day 
the enemy kept up an incessant fire of shot and shell upon the battery 
and its support. The men and officers behaved well under the circum- 
stances, and soon became accustomed to the firing. There were 5 men 
wounded during the day. 

On the 14th there was continued skirmishing, with artillery and mus- 
ketry. About 2 p.m. the gunboats commenced a heavy bombardment 
of the fort, the shells passing over and taking the line of works in re- 
verse, and many passing over and through this brigade. However, we 
suffered no loss, and gathered several large Shell—64-pounders, I think. 
About dark another battery was posted in front of our position, and 
during the night it was placed behind a good earthwork thrown up by 
the men. 

About midnight I received orders to concentrate my brigade near the 
Jeft wing, which was done promptly, and at daylight on the morning of 
the 15th the column, under Geueral Pillow, sallied from the left and 
engaged the enemy in a short space of time. This brigade was a reserve 
for Colonel Baldwin’s brigade, but, the enewy pressing his right, I at 
once moved up to his support and engaged the enemy posted in thick 
undergrowth and in a rough and rolling country. I ordered the firing 
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to commence as soon as the enemy was in sight. They were advancing 
just in front of the Thirty-sixth Virginia, Regiment. They in a short 
time were checked, and then I ordered a charge upon them. The men — 
came up with a shout and charged the enemy, routed and pursued him 
for 2 miles, when we were called back by order of General Pillow. 

The Thirty-sixth Virginia Regiment had 14 killed and 46 wounded, 
and the Iiftieth Virginia Regiment had 10 killed and 40 wounded. 

On Sunday morning this brigade was ferried across the river, and are 
how arriving at this camp. 

Lieutenant-Colonel [L. W.] Reid was wounded about the close of the 
action. He and Major [Thomas] Smith behaved gallantly during the 
day ; in fact, men and officers all behaved well. We captured 1 field 
gun and 200 Enfield muskets. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. McCAUSLAND, 
Commanding Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN B. Fuoyp. 





No. 51. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. Army, with resulting cor- 
respondence. : 


COLUMBIA, TENN., February 18, 1862. 

On the 9th instant General A. 8. Johnston ordered me to proceed to 
Fort Donelson and take command of that post. On the 10th instant I 
arrived at that place. 

In detailing the operations of the forces under my command at Tort 
Donelson it is proper to state the condition of that work and of the 
forces constituting its garrison. When [ arrived I found the work on 
the river battery unfinished and wholly too weak to resist the force of 
heavy artillery. I found a 10-inch columbiad and a 32-pounder rifled 
gun which had not been mounted. Deep gloom was hanging over the 
command, and the troops were greatly depressed and demoralized by 
the circumstances attending the surrender of Fort Henry and the man- — 
ner of retiring from that place. 

My first attention was given to the necessity of strengthening this 
work, mounting the two heavy guns, and to the construction of defen- 
sive works to protect the rear of the river battery. I imparted to the 
work all the energy which it was possible to do, working day and night 
with the whole command. The battery was without a competent num- 
ber of artillerists, and those that were there were not well instructed in 
the use of their guns. 

To provide for this want I placed the artillery companies under active 
course of instruction in the use of their guns. I detailed Captain Ross, 
with his company of light artillerists, to the command of one of the river 
batteries. These heavy guns being mounted and provision made for 
working them, and a proper supply of ammunition having been pro- 
cured by my orders from Nashville, I felt myself prepared to test the 
effect of the fire of heavy metal against the enemy’s gunboats, though 
the work stood much in need of more heavy pieces. 

The armament of the batteries consisted of eight 32-pounders, three 
32-pounder carronades, one 10-inch columbiad, and one rifled gun of 32- 
pounder caliber. 
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The selection of the site for the work was an unfortunate one. While 

its command of the river was favorable, the site was commanded by the 
heights above and below on the riverand by a continuous range of hills 
all around the works to its rear. A field work of very contracted dimen- 
sions had been constructed by the garrison to protect the battery; but 
the field works were commanded by the hills already referred to, and 
lay open to a fire of artillery from every direction except from the hills 
below. 
_ To guard against the effects of fire of artillery from these heights a 
line of defensive works, consisting of rifle pits and abatis for infantry, 
detached on our right but continuous on our left, with defenses for our 
light artillery, were laid off by Major Gilmer, engineer, ot General A. S. 
Johnston’s staff (but on duty with me at the post), around the rear of 
the battery and on the heights from which artillery could reach our bat- 
tery and inner field work, enveloping the inner work and the town of 
Dover, where our principal supplies of commissary and quartermaster’s 
stores were in depot. 

These works, pushed with the utmost possible energy, were not quite 
completed, nor were my troops all in position, though nearly so, when 
Brigadier-General Floyd, my senior officer, reached that station. The 
works were laid off with great judgment and skill by Major Gilmer, and 
were well executed and designed for the defense of the rear of the work ; 
the only objection being to the length of the line, which, however, was 
unavoidable from the surroundings. The length of the line and the in- 
adequacy of the force for its defense was a source of embarrassment 
throughout the struggle which subsequently ensued in the defense of 
the position. 

I had placed Brigadier-General Buckner in command of the right 
wing and Brig. Gen. B. RN. Johnson in command of the left. By extraor- 
dinary efforts we had barely got these works in defensible condition 
when the enemy made an advance in force around and against the entire 
line of outer works. 


THE BATTLE OF THE TRENCHES. 


The assault was commenced by the enemy’s artillery against the cen- 
ter of our left wing, which was promptly responded to by Captain Green’s 
battery of field artillery. After several hours of firing between the artil- 
lery of the two armies the enemy’s infantry advanced to the conflict all 
along the line, whichjwas kept up and increased in volume from one end 
of the line to the other for several hours, when at last the enemy made a 
vigorous assault against the right of our left wing, the position assaulted 
being a height commanded by Col. A. Heiman and defended by his bri- 
gade, consisting of the Tenth Tennessee, under command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel R. W. MacGavock, Colonel [W. M.] Voorhies’, Colonel [A. A.] 
Hughes’,* and Colonel [J. W.] Head’s regiments Tennessee Volunteers, 
and defended by Captain [Frank] Maney’s field battery. 

This assault was vigorously made and the position as vigorously de- 
fended, and resulted in the repulse of the enemy here ard everywhere 
around the line. The result of the day’s work pretty well tested the 
strength of our defensive line, and established beyond question the gal- 
lantry of the entire command, all of which fought gallantly their portion 
of the line. 

The loss sustained by our forces in this engagement was not large, 
our men being mostly under shelter in the rifle pits; but we neverthe- 


* Hughes’ regiment was the Twenty-seventh Alabama. 
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less had quite a number killed and wounded, but owing to the continued 
fighting which followed it was impossible to get any official report of 
the casualties of the day. 

On the same day our battery on the river was engaged with one of 
the enemy’s gunboats, which occasioned quite a lively cannonading for 
more than an hour, in which the gallant Capt. Joseph Dixon, of the 
IXngineer Corps, was killed instantly at the battery. This officer had 
been on duty for some months at the post, and had shown great energy 
and professional skill, and by his gallant bearing on that day, while 
directing the operations of the day, under my orders, had justly earned 
tor himself high distinction. His death was a serious loss to the service 
and was a source of no little embarrassment in our after operations. 

On the 12th [13th] we had quiet, but we saw the smoke of a large 
number of gunboats and steamboats a short distance below. We also 
received reliable information of the arrival of a large number of new 
troops, greatly increasing the strength of the enemy’s forces, already 
said to be from 20,000 to 30,000 strong. 


BATTLE WITH THE GUNBOATS. 


On the 13th [14th] these re-enforcements were seen advancing to their 
position in the line of investment, and while this was being done six of 
the enemy’s iron-cased gunboats were seen advancing up the river, five 
of which were abreast and in line of battle and the sixth some distance 
to the rear. When these gunboats arrived within a mile and a half of — 
our battery they opened fire on it. 

My orders to the officers (Captains Shuster and Standewitz [Stankie- 
witz or Starkovitch],* who commanded the lower battery of eight guns, 
and Captain Ross, who commanded the upper battery of four guns), were 
to hold their fire until the enemy’s boats should come within point-blank 
range of their guns. This they did, though the ordeal of holding their 
fire while the enemy’s shot and shell fell thick around their position was 
a severe restraint to their patriotic impulses; but, nevertheless, our bat- 
teries made no response until the enemy’s gunboats got within range of 
their guns. Our entire line of batteries then opened tire. The guns of 
both parties were well served, the enemy constantly advancing, deliv- 
ering direct fire against our batteries from his line of five gunboats, 
while the sixth boat, moving up in rear of the line, kept the air filled with 
shells, which fell thick and close around the position of our batteries. 

The fight continued, the enemy steadily advancing slowly up the river, 
the shot and shell from fifteen heavy rifled guns tearing our parapets 
and plunging deep into the earth around and over our batteries for 
nearly two hours and until his boats had reached within the distance of 
150 yards of our batteries. Having come in such close conflict, I could 
distinctly see the effects of our shot upon his iron-eased boats. We had 
given two or three well-directed shots from the heavy guns to one of his 
boats, when she instantly shrank back and drifted helpless below the 
line. Several shot struck another boat, tearing her iron case and splin- 
tering her timbers and making them crack as if by a stroke of lightning, 
when she, too, fell back. ‘Then a third received several severe shots, 
making her metal ring and her timbers crack, when the whole line gave 
way and fell rapidly back from our fire until they passed out of range. 

Thus ended the first severe and close conflict of our heavy guns with 
the enemy’s gunboats, testing their strength and the power of our heavy 
guns to resist them. The shot from our 32-pounder guns produced but 


A 


* Probably Stankieuriz, 
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little effect. They struck and rebounded, apparently doing but little 
damage; but I am satisfied, by close observation, that the timbers of 
the frame-work did not and could not withstand the shock of the 10-inch 
columbiad or 32-pounder rifled gun. 

These gunboats never renewed the attack. I learned from citizens 
living on the river below that one of the injured boats sank and that 
the others had to be towed to Cairo. This information may or may not 
be true, but it is certain that all of the boats were repulsed and driven 
back after a most vigorous and determined attack, and that two of the 
boats were badly damaged and a third more or less injured. 

It is difficult to overestimate the gallant bearing and heroic conduct 
of the officers and men of our batteries who so well and so persistently 
fought our guns until the enemy’s determined advance brought his 
boats and guns into such close and desperate conflict. Where all did 
{heir duty so well it is almost impossible to discriminate. The captains 
already named and their lieutenants (whose names, for want of official 
reports, I cannot give) all deserve the highest commendation. Lieut. 
George S. Martin, whose company is at Columbus, Ky., but who was 
ordered to that post by Major-General Polk, commanded one of the 
guns, particularly attracted my attention by his energy and the judg- 
ment with which he fought his gun. The wadding of his gun having 
given out, he pulled off his coat and rammed it down his gun as wadding, 
and thus kept up the fire until the enemy were finally repulsed. 

On the evening of this day we received information of the arrival of 
additional re-enforcements of infautry, cavalry, and light artillery by 
steamboat, all of which were disembarked a short distance below our 
position. 

BATTLE OF DOVER. 


On the 14th instant the enemy were busy throwing his forces of every 
arm around us, extending his line of investment entirely around our 
position and completely enveloping us. 

On the evening of this day we ascertained that the enemy had received 
by steamboat additional re-enforcements. We were now surrounded by 
an immense foree, said by prisoners whom we had taken to amount to 
fifty-two regiments, and every road and possible avenue of departure cut 
off, with the certainty that our sources of supply by river could soon be 
cut off by the enemy’s batteries placed upon the river above us. 

At a meeting of general officers, called by General Floyd, it was de- 
termined unanimously to give the enemy battle next day at daylight, 
so as to cut open a route of exit for our troops to the interior of the 
country, and thus save our army. We had knowledge that the prin- 
cipal portion of the enemy’s forces were massed in encampment in front 
of the extreme left of our position, commanding the two roads leading to 
the interior, one of which we must take in retiring from our position. 

We knew he had massed in encampment another large force on the 
Wynw’s Ferry road, opposite the center of our left wing, while still an- 
other was massed nearly in front of the left of our right wing, his fresh 
arrival of troops being encamped on the bank of the river two miles and 
a half below us, from which latter encampment a stream of fresh troops 
were constantly pouring around us on his line of investment, and 
strengthening his general encampment on the extreme right. At each 
of his encampments and on each road he had in position a battery of 
field artillery and 24-pounder iron guns on siege carriages. Between 
these encampments on the roads was a thick undergrowth of brush and 
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black-jack, making it impossible to advance or maneuver any cons ider- 
able body of troops. 

The plan of attack agreed upon and directed by General Iloyd to be 
executed was that, with the main body of the forces defending our left 
wing, I should attack the right wing of the enemy, occupying and rest- 
ing on the heights reaching to the bank of the river, accompanied by 
Colonel Forrest’s brigade of cavalry; that General Buckner, with the 
forces under his command, and defending the right of our line, should 
strike the enemy’s encampment and forces on the Wynn’s Ferry road ; 
that the forces under Colonel Heiman should hold his position, and that 
each command should leave in the trenches troops to hold the trenches. 
In this order of battle it was easy to be seen that if my attack was 
successful and the enemy was ronted his retreat would be along his 
line of investment towards the Wynn’s Ferry encampment, and thence 
towards his reserve, at the gunboats below. In other words, my suc- 
cess would roll the enemy’s force in retreat over upon General Buckner, 
when by his attack in flank and rear we could cut up the enemy and 
put him completely to rout. 

Accordingly dispositions were made to attack the enemy. At 5 
o’clock on the morning of the 15th I moved out of my position to engage 
-the enemy. In less than one-half hour our forces were engaged. The 
enemy was prepared to receive me in advance of his encampment, and 
he did receive me before I had assumed a line of battle and while I was 
inoving against him without any formation for the engagement. For the 
first half hour of the engagement I was much embarrassed in getting 
the command in position properly to engage the enemy. Having extri- 
cated myself from the position and fairly engaged the enemy, we fought 
him for nearly two hours before I made any decided advance upon him. 
He contested the field most stubbornly. 

The loss of both armies on this portion of the field was heavy—the 
enemy’s particularly so, as I discovered by riding over the field after 
the battle. The enemy, having been forced to yield this portion of the 
field, retired slowly towards the Wynn’s Ferry road—Buckner’s point 
of attack. 

The fight was hotly contested and stubborn on both sides, and con- 
sumed the day till 12 o’clock to drive the enemy as far back as the center, 
where General Buckner’s command was to flank him. While my com- 
mand was slowly advancing and driving back the enemy, I was anxiously 
expecting to hear General Buckner’s command open fire in his rear, 
which, not taking place, I was apprehensive of some misapprehension of 
orders, and came from the field of battle within the work to ascertain 
what was the matter. I there found the command of General Buckner 
massed behind the ridge within the work, taking shelter from the enemy’s 
artillery on the Wynn’s Ferry road, it having been forced to retire before 
the battery, as I learned from him. My force was still slowly advanc- 
ing, driving the enemy towards the battery. I directed General Buck- 
ner immediately to move his command around to the rear of the battery, 
turning its left, keeping in the hollow, and attack and carry it. Before 
the movement was executed my forces, forming the attacking party on 
the right, with Colonel Forrest’s regiment of cavalry, had reached the 
position of the battery. Colonel Forrest’s cavalry gallantly charged a 
large body of infantry supporting the battery, driving it and forcing the 
battery to retire, and taking six pieces of artillery—four brass pieces 
and two 24-pounder iron pieces. 

In pursuing the enemy, falling back from this position, General Buck- 
ner’s forces became united with mine, and engaged the enemy in a hot 
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contest of nearly an hour, with large forces of fresh troops that had now 
met us. This position of the enemy being carried by our joint forces, I 
called off the further pursuit, after seven and a half hours of continuous 
and bloody conflict. After the troops were called off from the pursuit, 
orders were immediately given to the different commands to form and 
retire to their original position in the intrenchments. 

The operations of the day had forced the entire command of the enemy 
around to our right and in front of General Buckner’s position in the in- 
trepchments, and when he reached his position he found the enemy 
advancing rapidly to take possession of his portion of our works. He 
had a stubborn conflict, lasting one and a half hours, to regain his posi- 
tion, and the enemy actually got possession of the extreme right of his 
works, and held them so firmly that he could not dislodge him. 

The position thus gained by the enemy was a most important and 
commanding one, being immediately in rear of our river batteries and 
field work for its protection. From it he could readily turn the in- 
trenched work occupied by General Buckner and attack him in reverse, 
or he could advance, under cover of an intervening ridge, directly upon 
our battery and field work. While the enemy held the position it was 
manifest we could not hold the main work or battery. 

Such was the condition of the two armies at night-fall, after nine hours 
of conflict, on the 15th instant, in which our loss was severe, and leaving 
not less than 1,000 of the enemy dead upon the field. We left upon the 
field nearly all of his wounded, because we could not remove them. We 
left his dead unburied, because we could not bury them. Such carnage 
and conflict has perhaps never before occurred on this continent. We 
took about 300 prisoners and a large number of arms. 

We had fought the battle to open the way for our army and to relieve 
us from au investment which would necessarily reduce us and the posi- 
tion we occupied by famine. We had accomplished our object, but it 
occupied the whole day, and before we could prepare to leave, after 
taking in the wounded and dead, the enemy had thrown around us again 
in the night an immense force of fresh troops and reoccupied his original 
position in the line of investment, thus again cutting off our retreat. 
We had only about 13,000 troops all told; of these we had lost a large 
proportion in the three battles. The command had been in the trenches 
night and day for five days, exposed to the snow, sleet, mud, and ice- 
water, without shelter and withofit adequate covering and without 
sleep. In this condition the general officers held a consultation, to 
determine what we should do. General Buckner gave it as his decided 
opinion that he could not hold his position a half hour against an assault 
of the enemy, and said he was satisfied the enemy would attack him at 
daylight the next morning. The proposition was then made by the un- 
dersigned to again fight our way. through the enemy’s line and cut our 
way out. General Buckner said his command was so worn-out and cut 
to pieces and demoralized that he could not make another fight; that 
it would cost the command three-fourths its present numbers to cut its 
way out; that it was wrong to sacrifice three-fourths of a command to 
save one-fourth, and that no officer had a right to cause such a sacrifice. 
General Floyd and Major Gilmer I understood to concur in this opinion. 
1 then expressed the opinion that. we could hold out another day, and 
in that time we could get steamboats and set the command over the 
river and probably save a large portion of it. To this General Buckner 
replied that the enemy would certainly attack him in the morning and 
that he could not hold his position a half hour. 

The alternative of these propositions was a surrender of the position 
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and command. General Floyd said he would not surrender the com- 
mand nor would he surrender himself a prisoner. I had taken the 
same position. General Buckner said he was satisfied nothing else 
could be done, and that therefore he would surrender the command, if 
placed in command. General Floyd said he would turn over the com- 
mand to him, if he could be allowed to withdraw his command. To this 
General Buckner consented. Thereupon the command was turned over 
to me, I passing it instantly to General Buckner, saying I would neither 
surrender the command nor myself. I directed Colonel Forrest to cut 
his way out. , 

Under these circumstances General Buckner accepted the command 
and sent a flag of truce to the enemy for an armistice of six hours, to 
negotiate for terms of capitulation. Before this flag and communication 
were delivered I retired from the garrison. 

Before closing my report of the operations of the army at Donelson 
I must, in justice to the officers and commands under my immediate 
command, say that harder fighting or more gallant conduct in officers 
and men I have never witnessed. In the absence of official reports of . 
brigade and regimental commanders, of which I am deprived by the 
circumstances detailed in this report, I may not be able to do justice 
to the different corps. I will say, however, that the forces under my 
immediate command during the action bore themselves most gallantly 
throughout the long and bloody conflict. I speak with especial com- 
mendation of the brigades commanded by Colonels [Wm. Ii.] Baldwin, 
[G. C.] Wharton, [John] McCausland, [J. M.] Simonton, and [Joseph] 
Drake, and of Captains Maney and Green, who fought their guns under 
the constant and annoying fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters and of the 
concentrated fire from his field batteries, from which both commands 
suffered severely. Captain Maney was himself’ wounded, and had 
several lieutenants killed and wounded and many of his company killed 
and wounded; so did Captains Porter and Graves. If I should here- 
after receive the reports of regimental and brigade commanders, giving 
me detailed information of the conduct and bearing of officers and men, 
I will make a supplemental report. 

The absence of official reports deprives me of the means of giving 
lists of the killed and wounded of the different commands. T am satis- 
fied that in such a series of conflicts our loss was heavy. I know the 
enemy’s was, from passing over thesfield of battle in the evening, imme- 
diately after the battle, in company with General Floyd. His loss in 
killed was terrible, exceeding anything I have ever seen upon a battle- 
field. 

Our total force in the field did not exceed 10,000 men, while, from what 
I saw of the enemy’s force and from information derived from many 
prisoners of the enemy, we are sure he had between 30,000 and 40,000 
men in the field. 

I must acknowledge many obligations to Major Gilmer, engineer, for 
especial and valuable services rendered me in laying off these works 
and the energy displayed by him in directing their construction, and for 
his counsel and advice. I likewise acknowledge my obligations to Capt. 
Gus. A. Henry, jr., my assistant adjutant-general; to Col. John C. Burch, 
my aide-de-camp; to Major Field, to Lieutenant Nicholson, to Lieut. 
Charles I*. Martin, and Colonel Brandon, ny volunteer aides-de-camp; 
to Major Haynes, ny assistant commissary, and Major J ones, my assist- 
ant quartermaster, for the prompt manner in which they executed my 
orders under trying circumstances throughout the long and continued, 
conflicts, and to Major Gilmer, who accompanied me to the field and was 
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on duty with me during the entire day; also to Captain Parker, of my 
staff, whom [ assigned to the command of Captain Ross’ field battery, 
with new recruits as gunners, and who fought and served them well. 
The conduct of these officers, coming under my immediate attention aud 
observation, met my hearty approval and commendation. Colonel Bran- 
don was severely wounded early in the action. 

Colonel Baldwin’s brigade constituted the front of the attacking ferce, 
sustained innmediately by Colonel Wharton’s brigade. These two bri- 
gades deserve especial commendation for the manner in which they 
sustained the first shock of battle, and, under circumstances of great 
embarrassment, threw themselves into position and followed up the con- 
flict throughout the day. Being mostly with these two brigades, I can 
speak from personal knowledge of the gallant conduct and bearing of 
the two brigade commanders, Colonels Baldwin and Wharton. I must 
also acknowledge my obligations to Brig. Gen. B. R. Johnson, who 
assisted me in the command of the forces with which I attacked the 
enemy and who bore himself gallantly throughout the conflict; but hav- 
Ing received no official report from him, I cannot give the detailed ope- 
rations of his command. 

T have pleasure in being able to say that Colonel Iorrest, whose com- 
mand greatly distinguished its commander as a bold and judicious com- 
Inander, and reflected distinguished honor upon itself, passed safely 
through the enemy’s line of investment, and trust it will yet win other 
honors in defense of our rights and just cause of our country. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 
Lrigadier-General, C. 8. Army. 
Capt. CLARENCE DERRICK, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, 
? Decatur, Ala., March 14, 1862. 


The position we occupied was invested on February 11 by a force which 
we estimated to be about 20,000 strong. This foree had approached us 
partly by water, but mainly by land, from I‘ort Henry. I considered the 
force we had sutficient to repulse the assault of this force. We repulsed 
everywhere a vigorous assault made by the enemy against our position. 

I'vesh troops, however, continued [to arrive] every day by water until 
the 14th. We are satisfied the enemy’s forces were not short of 30,000 
men. Our impressions of his strength were confirmed by information 
derived fron prisoners we had taken on that day. That evening the 
enemy landed thirteen steamboat loads of fresh troops. 

It was now manifest we could not long maintain our position against 
such overwhelming numbers. [was s atistied that their last troops were 
of General Buell’s command. We felt the want of re-enforcements, but 
did not ask for them, because we knew they were not to be had. IT had 
Just come from Bowling Green, and knew that General Johuston could 
not spare a man from his position; he had, in fact, already so weakened 
himself that he could not have maintained his position against a vigor- 
ous assault. Under these circumstances, deeming it utterly useless to 
apply for re-cnforcements, we determined to make the best possible 
defense with the force in hand. 

Our investment by a force of 30,000 men on the 14th being completed, 
and the enemy on that evening having received thirteen boat loads of 
fresh troops, a council of eweneral ofticers was convened by General Floy d, 
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at which it was determined to give the enemy battle at daylight next 
day, so as to cut up the investing force, if possible, before the fresh 
troops were in position. 

In that council I proposed, as the plan of attack, that with the force 
in the intrenchments of our left wing and Colonel [R. W.] Hanson’s reg- 
iment, of General Bucknet's division, I would attack the enemy’s main 
force on his right, and, if successtul, that would roll the enemy on his 
line of investment to a point opposite General Bucknev’s position, when 
he would attack him in flank and rear, and drive him with our united 
commands back upon his encampments at the river. 

To this proposition, so far as allowing me to have Colonel Hanson’s 
regiment, General Buckner objected, and I waived the point, saying I 
only asked the assistance of that regiment becayse my portion of the 
labor to be performed was by far the greatest, and that upon m y success 
depended the fortunes of the day, and that a very large portion of the 
force I had to fight were fresh troops and badly armed. 

General Buckner then proposed, as a modification of my plan of bat- 
tle, that he should attack the enemy simultaneously with my attack ; 
that his attack should be against the position on the Wynwn’s Ferry road, 
where he had a battery nearly opposite the center of the left win g, and 
that he would thus lessen the labors for my command and strike the 
enemy in a more vital point. To this modification I agreed, as an im- 
provement upon my proposed plan. 

In carrying out this plan thus agreed upon it became proper for Colo. 
nel Heiman’s brigade to maintain its position in the line, otherwise the 
enemy might turn the right of General Buckner’s position and take his 
forces on the right flank, and thus defeat our success. It was arranged 
accordingly. 

General Floyd approved this plan of battle and ordered that it should 
be carried out next morning at daylight. I then sent for all the com- 
manders of brigades, to explain to them our situation (being invested), 
our purpose and plan of battle, and to assign to each brigade its posi- 
tion in my column; all of which was done, and I gave orders to have 
my whole force under arms at 4.30 o’clock and to be ready to march out 
of our works precisely at 5 o’clock. 

At 4 o’clock I was with my command, all of which was in position, 
except Colonel Davidson’s brigade, none of which was present. I im- 
mediately directed General B. R. Johnson, who was present, and to 
whose immediate command Colonel Davidsow’s brigade belonged, to 
dispatch officers for that brigade, and to ascertain the cause of its delay. 
He did so. I likewise sent several officers of my staff upon the same 
duty. Both sets of officers made the same report, viz, that Colonel 
Davidson had failed to give any orders to the colonels of his brigade, 
and that Colonel Davidson was sick. It is proper to state that he was 
complaining of being unwell when the orders were received. The in- 
structions to the brigade commanders were given about 2 o’clock that 
morning. My command was delayed in its advance about half an hour 
by the necessity of bringing up this brigade. 

My column was finally ready and put in motion about 5.15 o’clock. 
I moved with the advance, and directed General B. RB. Johnson to bring 
up the rear. The command of Colonel Davidson’s brigade devolved 
upon Colonel Simonton, which, owing to the reasons already stated, was 
brought into column in the rear and into action last, under General 
Johnson, to whose report for its good behavior on the field I particularly 
refer, having in my original report omitted to state its position on the 
field. | 
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Many of these incidents, not deemed essential to the proper under- 
standing of the main features of the battle of February 15, were omitted 
in ny original report, but are now given as parts of its history. In my 
original report I gave the after operations in the battle of February 15, 
and shall now pass over all the events occurring until the council of 
general officers, held on the night of the 15th. The lodgment of the 
eneiny’s force in the rifle pits of General Buckner’s extreme right, late 
in the evening of the 15th of February, induced General Floyd to call 
a meeting of general officers at my headquarters on that night. 

We had fought the battle of the 15th to open the way through the 
enemy’s line of investment to retire to the interior. The battle had 
occupied the day, and we were until about 12 o'clock that night bring- 
ing in the wounded. At about 1 c’clock we had all the commanders of 
regiments and brigades assembled, and given orders to the entire com- 
mand to be under arms at 4 o’clock, to march out on the road leading 
towards Charlotte. I had given instructions to Major Haynes, my com- 
missary, and Major Jones, my quartermaster, immediately after our 
evacuation of the place to burn all their stores. | 

About 3 o’clock (perhaps a little earlier) we received intelligence from 
the troops in the trenches that they heard dogs barking around on the 
outside of our lines and they thought the enemy were reinvesting our 
position. General Floyd immediately directed ine to send out scouts to 
ascertain the fact. This duty was performed ; when the seéuts returned 
they reported the enemy in large force occupying his original positions 
and closing up the routes to the interior. Not being satisfied with the 
truth of the report, I directed Colonel Forrest to send out a second set 
of scouts, and at the same time directed him to send two intelligent men 
up the bank of the river, to examine a valley of overflowed ground lying 
to the rear and right of the enemy’s position, and if the valley of over- 
flowed ground could be crossed by infantry and cavalry, and to ascertain 
if the enemy’s forces reached the river bank. | 

The one set of scouts returned and confirmed the previous reports, 
viz, that the woods were full of the enemy, occupying all of his previous 
positions in great numbers. The scouts sent up the river to examine 
the overflow .reported that the overflowed valley was not practicable for 
infantry ; that the soft mud was about half-leg deep, and that the water 
was about saddle-skirt deep to the horses, and that there was a good 
deal of drift in the way. We then sent for a citizen, whose name is not 
remembered, said to know that part of the country well, and asked his 
opinion. He contirmed the reports of the river scouts. In addition to 
the depth of the water, the weather was intensely cold. Many of the 
troops were frost-bitten, and they could not have stood a passage through. 
a shect of water. | 

With these facts all before Generals Floyd, Buckner, and myself (the 
two former having remained at my quarters all the intervening while), 
General Floyd said: ‘Well, gentlemen, what is best now to be done?” 
Neither General Buckner nor myself having answered promptly, Gen- 
eral I‘loyd repeated his inquiry, addressing himself to me by name. My 
reply was that it was difficult to determine what was best to be done, 
but that I was in favor of cutting our way out. He then asked General 
Buckner what he thought we ought to do. General Buckner said his 
command was so worn down, cut up, and demoralized that he could not 
make another fight; that he thought we would luse three-fourths of the 
cominand we had left in cutting our way out, and that it was wrong; 
that no officer had the right to sacrifice three-fourths of the command 
to save one-fourth; that we had fought the enemy from the trenches, we 
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had fought his gunboats, and had fought hii in the open field, to eut 
our way through his line of investment; that we were again invested 
with an immense force of fresh troops; that the army had done all it 
was possible to do, and that duty and honor required no more. Gen- 
eral Floyd then remarked that his opinion coincided with General 
Buckner’s. 

Brig. Gen. B. It. Johnson had previously retired from the council to 
his quarters in the field, and was not present. In my original report I 
stated it was my impression Major Gilmer was consulted, and concurred 
in the opinion of Generals Buckner and Floyd; but, from subsequent 
conversation with Major Gilmer, I learned from him that he had retired 
to another room and laid down, and was not present at this part of the 
conference; and I am therefore satisfied that I was mistaken in the state- 
ment in regard to him. 

The proposition to cut our way out being thus disposed of, [remarked 
that we could hold our position another day and fight the enemy from 
our trenches; that by night our steamboats that had taken off the pris- 
oners and our mounted men would return; that during the next night 
we could set our troops on the right bank of the river, and that we could 
make our escape by Clarksville, and thus save the army. 

To this proposition General Buckner said: “Gentlemen, you know 
the enemy occupy the rifle pits on my right, and can easily turn my posi- 
tion and attack me in rear or move down on the river battery. J am 
satisfied he will attack me at daylight, and I cannot hold my position 
half an hour.” Regarding General Buckner’s reply as settling this 
proposition in the negative—for I had quite enough to do with my heavy 
losses in the battle of the previous day to defend my own portion of the 
line and I could give him no re-enforcements—I then said: ‘ Gentle- 
men, if we cannot cut our way out nor fight on there is no alternative 
left us but capitulation, and 1 am determined that I will never surrender 
the command nor will I ever surrender myself a prisover. I will die 
first.” General Floyd remarked that that was his determination; that 
he would die before he would do either. General Buckner said that such 
determination was personal, and that personal considerations should 
never influence official action. General Floyd said he acknowledged it 
was personal with him, but nevertheless such was his determination. 
Thereupon General Buckner said that, being satisfied that nothing else 
could be done, if he was placed in command he would surrender the 
command and would take the fate of the command. 

General Floyd immediately said: “General Buckner, I place you in 
command; will you permit me to draw out my brigade?” General 
Buckner promptly replied: “‘ Yes, provided you do so before the enemy 
act upon my communication.” General Floyd immediately remarked : 
‘General Pillow, I turn over the command.” I replied instantly: “I 
pass it.” General Buckner said: “I assume it; bring on a bugler, pen, 
ink, and paper.” General Buckner had received pen, ink, and paper, 
and sat down to the table and commenced writing, when I left and 
crossed the river, passing outside the garrison before General Buckner 
prepared his communication to the enewy, and went to Clarksville, by 
land, on horseback. 

I did not know what he had written until I saw the published corre- 
spondence with General Grant. It may be asked if I was in favor of 
cutting our way out, why, when the command was turned over to me, I 
did not take it out. My reply is that, though technically speaking the 
command devolved on me when turned over by General Floyd, it was 
turned over to General Buckner in point of fact, All parties so under- 
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stood it. In proof of this, General Floyd, under his agreement with 
General Buckner, actually withdrew with a large portion of his brigade 
by setting them across the river in the steamer General Anderson, that 
arrived just before daylight. In further proof of this I embody in this 
report an order of General Buckner’s to General B. R. Johnson after he 
had assumed command. 

The following is a copy of the order: 

HEADQUARTERS, Dover, Tenn., February 16, 1862. 

Sir: The command of the forces in this vicinity has devolved upon me by order of 
General Floyd. I have sent a flag to General Grant, and during the correspondence 
and until further orders refrain from hostile demonstrations with a view to prevent- 
ing a like movement on the enemy’s part. You will endeavor to send a flag to the 
posts in front of your position, notifying them ef the fact that I have sent a commu- 
nication to General Grant from the right of our position, and desire to know his pres- 
ent headquarters. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, Ss. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 

In addition to this, General Floyd was my senior, and of high char- 
acter and acknowledged ability. General Buckner, though my junior 
in rank, possessed high reputation as an officer of talent and experience. 
With the judgment of both against my position, if I had acted upon my 
own convictions and had failed or involved the command in heavy loss, 
I was apprehensive it would be regarded as an act of rashness, and 
brought upon me the censure of the Government and the condemnation 
of the country. Besides, without their assistance in command and with 
the moral weight of their opinions with the troops against the step, I 
did not regard it practicable to make a successful effort to cut out. I 
declined to assume command when turned over by General Floyd, 
because it was against my convictions of duty to surrender the command, 
and under the decision of Generals Floyd and Buckner (a majority of 
the council) I could do nothing but surrender it. It is proper to say 
that the difference of opinion between Generals Floyd, Buckner, and 
myself upon this branch of the subject consisted in this, viz: They 
thought that it would cost three-fourths of the command to cut out. | I 
did not think the loss would be so great. If it had been settled that 
the sacrifice would be as much as three-fourths, I should have agreed 
with them that it was wrong to make the attempt. 

Again, I believe we could have maintained our position another day, 
and have saved the army by getting back our boats and setting the com- 
mand across the river; but, inasmuch as General Buckner was of opinion 
that he could not hold his position half an hour and I could not possibly 
do more than hold my own portion of the line, I had no alternative but 
but to submit to the decision of a majority of my brother general officers. 

While I thus differed with them in opinion, I still think I did right 
in acquiescing in opinion with them. We all agreed in opinion that we 
could not long maintain the position against such overwhelming num- 
bers of fresh troops as were daily arriving. We all agreed that the 
army had performed prodigies of valor, and that, if possible, further 
sacrifice should be avoided. Men will differ or agree according to their 
mental organizations. I censure not their opinions nor do I claim merit 
for my own. The whole matter.is submitted to the judgment of the 
Government. 

Since my original report was prepared I have seen and read the official 
reports of General Grant and Commodore Foote. From these reports 
I learn that the damage done the enemy’s fleet of gunboats on the 13th 
[14th] was greater by far than was represented in my original report. 
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Four of the enemy’s gunboats were badly disabled, receiving over 100 
shots from our battery, many of which went entirely through from stem 
to stern, tearing the frame of the boats and machinery to pieces, killing 
and wounding 55 of their crews, among whom was the commodore him- 
self. There can, therefore, no longer be a doubt as to the vulnerability 
of these to heavy shots; but it required a desperate fight to settle the 
question, and there is danger that the public mind will run from one 
extreme to the other, and arrive at a conclusion underrating the power 
of the enemy’s gunboats. 

In estimating the loss inflicted upon the enemy on the 15th, I saw 

that the whole field of battle for a mile and a half was covered with his 
dead and wounded, and believe that his loss could not fall short of 
5,000 men. I am satisfied, from published letters of the officers and men 
of the enemy and from the acknowledgments of the Northern press, 
that his loss was much greater than was originally estimated in my 
report. 
_ [stated in my original report that after we had driven the enemy 
from and captured his battery on the Wynn’s lerry road. and were 
pursuing him around to our right, and after we had met and overcome 
a fresh force of the enemy on the route towards his gunboats, I called 
off the pursuit, but in the hurry in which that report was prepared I 
omitted to state my reasons for so doing. I knew that the enemy had 
twenty boat loads of fresh troops at his landing, then only about 3 miles 
distant. I knew, from the great loss my command had sustained dur- 
ing the protracted fight of over seven hours, my command was in no 
condition to meet a large body of fresh troops, who, I had every reason 
to believe, were then rapidly approaching the field. 

General Buckner’s command, so far as labor was concerned, was com- 
paratively fresh, but its demoralization, from being repulsed by the bat- 
tery, had unfitted it to meet and fight a large body of fresh troops. I 
therefore called off the pursuit, explained my reasons to General Floyd, 
who approved the order. This explanation is now given as necessary 
to.a proper understanding of that order. It is further proper to say 
that from the moment of my arrival at Donelson I had the whole force 
engaged night and day in the work of strengthening my position until 
the fighting commenced and when the fighting ceased at night it was 
again at work. 

I did not, therefore, and could not, get a single morning report of the 
strength of my command. The four Virginia regiments did not exceed, 
I am confident, 350 men each for duty. The Texas regiment did not 
number 300 men. Several Mississippi regiments were nearly equally 
reduced, while those of Colonels Voorhies, Abernathy, and Hughes (new 
regiments) were almost disbanded by measles, and did not exceed 200 
men each for duty. Colonel Browder’s regiment had but 60 men, and it 
was, by my order, placed under Captain Parker, to work artillery. All 
others were greatly reduced by wastage. The whole force, therefore, 
was greatly less than would be supposed from the number of nominal 
regiments. 

Of this force General Floyd, under his agreement with General Buck- 
ner before he turned over the command, drew out a large portion of his 
brigade (how many I do not know), by taking possession of the steamer 
Anderson, which arrived at Dover just before day, and setting them 
across the river. A large portion of the cavalry, under orders, passed 
out. All of the cavalry was ordered to cut out, and could have gone 
out but for the timidity of officers. Several thousand infantry escaped, 
one way or another, many of whom are now at this place, and all others 
are ordered here as a rendezvous for reorganization. 
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From the list of prisoners published in Northern papers, which I 
have seen, it required the prisoners of six regiments to make 900 men. | 
I do not. believe that the number of prisoners exceeded that stated by 
the Northern papers, which is put at 5,170 privates. : 

During the afternoon of the 15th I had caused the arms lost by the 
enemy to be gathered up from about half the field of battle, and had 
hauled and stacked up over 5,000 stand of arms and six pieces of artil- 
lery, all of which were lost in the surrender of the place for want of 
transportation to bring them away. 

In regard to the enemy’s force with which we were engaged in the battle 
of Dover, General Grant, in an official report, says that he had taken 
15,000 prisoners; that Generals Floyd and Pillow made their escape 
with about 15,000 men, and that the forces engaged were about equal. 
While his estimate of the number of prisoners taken and the number 
with which General Floyd escaped is wide of the mark, yet the aggre- 
gate of the numbers, as given by himself, is 30,000, and his acknowledg- 
ment that the forces were about equal furnishes conclusive evidence 
that we fought 30,000 men, the same number given by prisoners we had 
taken and agreeing with my original estimate of his strength. 

General Halleck, in a telegraphic dispatch of February 16, from Saint 
Louis to General McClellan, said be had invested Fort Donelson with a 
force of 50,000 men, and he had no doubt all communication and supplies 
were cut off. This corroborates Grant’s statement, for the troops which 
arrived on the 14th and 15th, yet, being twenty steamboat loads, had 
not reached the battle-field on the morning of the 15th, and it is prob- 
able that parts of those that arrived on the evening of the 13th had not 
reached it. 

These sources of information make it clear that we fought 30,000 of 
the enemy on the 15th; and that we were reinvested that night with all 
the enemy’s disposable force, including his fresh troops, cannot be 
doubted. 

Nothing has occurred to change my original estimate of our loss in the 
several conflicts with the enemy at the trenches, with the gunboats, and 
in the battle of Dover. My original estimate was that our loss in killed 
was from 1,500 to 2,000. We sent up from Dover 1,134 wounded. A 
Federal surgeon’s certificate which I have seen says there were about 
400 wounded Confederates in the hospital at Paducah, making 1,534 
wounded. I was satisfied that the killed would increase the number to 
2,000. 

"AS in the absence still of regimental and brigade commanders it is 
probable that I have not done justice to all the officers or their com- 
mands. 

To Brigadier-General Johnson’s report, which 1s herewith forwarded, 
I particularly refer for the conduct of officers and commands under his 
immediate observation during the battle. | 

The forces under my immediate command in the contlict with the 
enemy’s right did not exceed 7,000 men. though it never faltered, and 
drove the enemy from the position of his extreme right slowly but 
steadily, advancing over 14 miles, carrying the positions of his first bat- 
tery and two of his guns and of the battery on the Wynn’s Ferry road 
taking four more guns, and afterwards, uniting with General Bucknevr’s 
command, drove him (the enemy) back, sustained by a large accession 
of fresh troops. Yet it is manifest that the points of our victory woud 
have been far greater had General Buckner’s column been successtul in 
its assault upon the Wynn’s Ierry road battery. 

Equally clear is it that the enemy, effecting a lodgment in General 
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Buckner’s rifle pits, on his right, brought the command and position 
into extreme peril, making it absolutely necessary to take immediate 
action, in which we were under the necessity of cutting our way out, of 
holding out another day, and throwing the command across the river, 
or of capitulation. My own position upon these several propositions 
having been explained more fully and in detail in this my supplemental 
report, nothing more remains in the performance of my duty to the 
Government but to subseribe myself, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
GID. J. PILLOW, ° 
3 Brigadier-General, C. 8S. Army. 
Col. W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—That there may be no doubt about the facts stated in this 
report, I append the sworn testimony of Colonels Burch and Forrest, 
Majors Henry, Haynes, and Nicholson, to which I ask the attention of 


the Government. 
{Inclosure No. 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS FORT DONELSON, 
February 10, 1862. 


I am apprehensive, from the large accumulation of the enemy’s forces 
in the neighborhood of Fort Henry, that the enemy will attempt to cross 
the country south of my position and cut my communication by river, 
thus depriving me of supplies from above. The country south of me 
is exceedingly broken and rugged, so much so as to be nearly imprac- 
ticable, but the enemy may possibly make it. His difficulty will be in 
procuring supplies for his forces, which is one almost (if not altogether) 
insurmountable. I think that is my safety. 

The conflict of yesterday between our cavalry and that of the enemy 
resulted in 3 of ours wounded and 20 of ours taken prisoners by being 
thrown from their horses and’ in 3 of the enemy killed and 6 mortally 
wounded. Three of the enemy’s gunboats have gone up the Tennessee 
River above the bridge. The Eastport, which we were converting into 
a gunboat, was burned and sunk, as was one steamboat, to keep | them. 
from falling into the hands of the enemy. The enemy have destroyed 
the high trestle work on the left bank of the Tennessee River, but have 
not damaged the bridge. 

Iam pushing the work on my river batteries day and night, and on 
my field works and defensive lines on the river also day and night. In 
one week’s time (if Iam allowed that much time) I will try very hard to 
make my batteries bomb-proof. I am now raising the parapets and 
strengthening them. I got my heavy rifled 32-pounders and 10-inch 

columbiad in position to-day, and tried them and my whole battery. The 
trial was most satisfactory. I need two additional heavy guns very 
much, and if Lam not engaged by him in three or six days, ‘T shall apply 
for the 42-pounders at Clarksville. It is certain that if I cannot hold 
this position, the two 42-pounders at Clarksville will not arrest his move- 
ments by Clarksville. Upon one thing you may rest assured, viz, that 
1 will never surrender the position, and with God’s help I mean to main- 
tain It. | 

[ send up the Hillman for a boat load of flour and meat. Let her 
bring a full load. You will please give orders accordingly to the com- 
missarg of your post. I shall continue to draw supplies of subsistence 
to this place until I have a heavy store on hand. 

I have established a line of vedettes on the right bank of ‘the Cum- 
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berland to within 8 miles of Smithland. so that I will be posted of the 
movements and advance of the enemy. 

I hope you will order forward at once the tents and baggage of the 
troops of General Buckner’s command, as they are suffering very much 
for want of them this cold weather. 

I must request that you will forward this letter, after reading it, to 
General Johnston. My engagements and duties press me so much that 
1 cannot address you both, and knowing his anxiety, I am anxious to 
place before him the intelligence contained in the letter. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, Commanding. 


General FLOYD. 
{Inclosure No. 2.] 


Statement of Col. John ‘C. Burch. 


DECATUR, ALA. March 15, 1862. 


On Saturday evening, February 15, all of the boats which we had at 
Donelson were sent up the river with our sick, wounded, and prisoners. 
After supper a council of officers was held at Brigadier- General Pillow’s 
headquarters. I was not present at this council, but during its session, 
being in an adjoining room, I learned from some officers that intelligence 
had been received from scouts on the east side of the river that fourteen 
ot the enemy’s transports were landing re-enforcements 14 or 2 miles 
below us, at their usual place of landing. 

After 1 learned this, and during the session of the same council, two 
couriers came to Brigadier- General Buckner, one, and perhaps both, 
sent by Captain Graves, of the artillery—one ‘stating that a large force 
was forming in front of our right (General Buckner’s) wing, the second 
stating that large bodies of the enemy were seen moving in front of our 
right around towards our left. 

After the adjournment of this council, about 11 or 12 o’clock, I 
learned that it had been determined to evacuate the post, cut our way 
through the right wing of the enemy’s investing force, and make our 
way towards Charlotte, in Dickson County. 

Orders were given for the command to be in readiness to march at 4 
a.m. After this, being in General Pillow’s private room, where Gen- 
erals Floyd, Pillow, and Buckner all were, two scouts came in, stating 
that the enemy’s camp-fires could be seen at the same places in front. 
of our left that they had occupied Friday. From the remarks of the 
generals this infor mation seemed to be confirmatory of information 
which they had previously received. 

Major Rice, an intelligent citizen of Dover, was called in and inter- 
rogated as to the character of the road to Charlotte. His account of it 
was decidedly unfavorable. In the course of the conversation which 
then followed among the generals—General Pillow insisting upon carry-— 
ing out the previous determination of the council—to cut our way out 
Brigadier-General Buckner said that such was the exhausted condition 
of the men that if they should succeed in cutting their way out it would 
be at a heavy sacr ifice ; and if pursued by the large cavalry force of the 
enemy they would be almost entirely cut to pieces. General Floyd con- 
curred with General Buckner. General Pillow said: ‘Then we can fight 
them another day in our trenches, and by to-morrow night we can have 
boats enough here to transport our troops across the river and let them 
make their escape to Clarksville.” General Buckner said that such was 
the position of the enemy on his right, and the demoralization of his 
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forces from exposure and exhaustion that he could not hold his trenches 
half an hour. As an illustration of the correctness of his remark he 
said: ‘‘ You, gentlemen, know that yesterday morning I considered the 
Second Kentucky (Hanson’s) Regiment as good a regiment as there was 
in the service; yet such was their condition yesterday afternoon that, 
when I learned the enemy was in their trenches (which were to our ex- 
treme right and detached from the others), before I could rally and form 
them I had to take at least twenty men by the shoulders and pull them 
into line as a nucleus for formation.” General Floyd coneurred with 
General Buckner in his opinion as to the impossibility of holding the 
trenches longer, and asked: “What shall we do?” General Buckner 
stated that no officer had a right to sacrifice his men; referred to the 
various successes since Wednesday at Donelson, and concluded by say- 
ing that an officer who had successfully resisted an assault of a much 
larger force and was still surrounded by an increased force could sur- 
render with honor, and that we had accomplished much more than 
was required by this rule. General Pillow said that he never would 
surrender. General Floyd said that he would suffer any fate before he 
would surrender or fall into the hands of the enemy alive. At the sug- 
gestion of some one present he said that personal considerations in- 
fluenced him in coming to this determination, and further stated that 
such considerations should never govern a general officer. Colonel For- 
rest, of the cavalry, who was present, said he would die before he would 
surrender; that such of his men as would follow him he would take out. 
General Floyd said he would take his chances with Forrest, and asked 
General Buckner if he would make the surrender. General Buckner 
asked him if he (General Floyd) would pass the command to him. Gen- 
eral Floyd replied in the affirmative. I understood General Pillow as 
doing the same. “Then,” said General Buckner, “I shall propose terms 
of capitulation ;” and asked for ink and paper, and directed one of his 
staff to send for a bugler and prepare white flags to plant at various 
points on our works. 

Preparations were immediately begun to be made by General Floyd 
and staif, General Pillow and staff, and Colonel Forrest to leave. This 
was about 3a.m. It was suggested by some one that two boats that 
were known to be coming down might arrive before day, and General 
‘Floyd asked if they came that he might be permitted to take off on them 
his troops. General Buckner replied that all might leave who could 
before his note was sent to General Grant, the Federal commander. 
Thus ended the conference. 

After this I met or called General Pillow in the passage, and asked 
him if there was any possibility of a misunderstanding as to his position. 
He thought not; but I suggested to him the propriety of again seeing 
Generals Floyd and Buckner, and see that there was no possibility of 
his position being misunderstood by them. He said he would, and re- 
turned to the room in which the conference was held. 

In my statement of what transpired and of the conversations that 
were had I do not pretend to have given the exact language used, and 
I may be mistaken as to the order of the remarks that I have endeay- 


ored to narrate. 
JNO. C. BURCH, 
Aide to General Pillow. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 15th day of March, 1862. 
LEVI SUGARS, 
Intendant of the Town of Decatur, Ala., 
and ex-officio Justice of. the Peace. 
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{Inclostre No. 3.] 
Statement of Col. N. B. Forrest. 


MarcH 15, 1862. 


Between 1 and 2 o’clock on Sunday morning, February 16, being sent 
for, I arrived at General Pillow’s headquarters, and found him, General 
Floyd, and General Buckner in conversation. General Pillow told me 
that they had received information that the enemy were again occupy- 
ing the same ground they had occupied the morning before. I told hiir 
I did not believe it, as I had left that part of the field, on our left, late 
the evening before. He told me he had sent out scouts, who reported a 
large force of the enemy moving around to our left. He instructed me 
to go immediately and send two reliable men to ascertain the condition 
of aroad running near the river bank and between the enemy’s right 
and the river, and also to ascertain the position of theenemy. I obeyed 
his instructions and awaited the return of the scouts. They stated that 
they saw no enemy, but could see their fires in the same place where 
they were Friday night; that from their examination and information 
obtained from a citizen living on the river road the water was about to 
the saddle skirts, and the mud about half-leg deep in the bottom where 
it had been overflowed: The bottom was about a quarter of a mile wide 
and the water then about 100 yards wide. 

During the conversation that then ensued among the genefal officers 
General Pillow was in favor of trying to cut our way out. General Buck- 
ner said that he could not hold.his position over half an hour in the 
morning, and that if he atteenpted to take his force out it would be seen 
by the enemy (who held part of his intrenchments), and be followed and 
cut to pieces. I told him that 1 would take my cavalry around there 
and he could draw out under cover of them. He said that an attempt 
to cut our way out would involve the loss of three-fourths of the men. 
General Floyd said our force was so demoralized as to cause him to agree 
with General Buckner as to our probable loss in attempting to cut our 
way out. I said that I would agree to cut my way through the enemy’s 
lines at avy point the general might designate, and stated that I could 
keep back their cavalry, which General Buckner thought would greatly 
harass our infantry in retreat. General Buckner or General Floyd said 
that they (the enemy) would bring their artillery to bear on us. I went 
out of the room, and when I returned General Floyd said he could not 
and would not surrender himself. I then asked if they were going to 
surrender the command. General Buckner remarked that they were. 
I then stated that I had not come out for the purpose of surrendering 
my command, and would not do it if they would follow me out; that I 
intended to go out if I saved but one man; and then turning to General 
Pillow I asked him what I should do. He replied, “‘ Cut your way out.” 
I immediately left the house and sent for all the officers under my com- 
mand, and stated to them the facts that had occurred and stated my 
determination to leave, and remarked that all who wanted to go could 
follow me, and those who wished to stay and take the consequences 
might remain in camp. All of my own regiment and Captain Williams, 
of Helm’s Kentucky regiment, said they would go with me if the last 
man fell. Colonel Gantt was sent for and urged to get out his battalion 
as often as three times, but he and two Kentucky companies (Captains 
Wilcox and Huey) refused to come. I marched out the remainder of 
my command, with Captain Porter’s artillery horses, and about 200 men 
of different commands up the river road and across the overflow, which 
I found to be about saddle-skirt deep. The weather was intensely cold; 
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a great many of the men were already frost-bitten, and it was the opin- 
ion of the generals that the infantry could not have passed through the 
water and have survived it. | | 

N. B. FORREST, 


Colonel, Commanding Forrest’s Regiment of Cavalry. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me on the 15th day of March, 1862. 
LEVI SUGARS, 
Intendant of the Town of Decatur, Ala., 
and ex-officio Justice of the Peace. 


fInclosure No. 4.] 
Statement of Maj. Gus. A. Henry. 


DECATUR, ALA., March 13, 1862. 


On the morning of February 16 I was present during the council of 
war, held in Brigadier-General Pillow’s headquarters, at Dover, Tenn., 
Generals Floyd, Pillow, Buckner, and General Pillow’s staff being pres- 
ent. On account of being very much exhausted from the fight of the 
15th instant I slept the forepart of the night, and came down-stairs 
from my room into General Pillow’s about 1 or 2 o'clock. At the time 
J entered General Pillow’s room it had been decided that we should 
fight our way out, and General Pillow gave me orders to gather up all 
the papers and books belonging to my department; whereupon I imme- 
diately executed the orders given to me, and then returned to General 
Pillow’s room, when a change of operations had been decided upon, on 
account of information received from scouts, ordered out by Géneral 
Pillow, to ascertain whether the enemy had reoccupied the ground they 
were driven from the day previous. The scouts returned and reported 
that the enemy had swung entirely around, and were in possession of 
the very same ground. General Pillow, being still in doubt, sent a sec- 
ond party of scouts, who made a thorough reconnaissance, and reported 
that the woods were perfectly alive with troops, and that their camp- 
fires were burning in every direction. 

General Pillow then sent a party of cavalry to inspect a slough that 
was filled with backwater from the river, to see if infantry could pass. 
They returned, after having made a thorough examination on horseback 
and on foot, and reported that infantry could not pass, but they thought 
cavalry could. 

Communication being thus cut off, General Pillow urged the pro- 
priety of making‘a desperate attempt to cut our way out, whatever 
might be the consequences, or make a fight in the work and hold our 
position one more day, by which time we could get steamboats sufficient 
to put the whole command over the river and make our escape by the’ 
way of Clarksville. 

General Buckner then said that, in consequence of the worn-out con- 
dition and demoralization of the troops under his command, and the 
occupation of his rifle pits on his extreme right by the enemy, he could 
not hold his position a half hour after being attacked, which he thought 
would begin about daylight. 

General Pillow then said that by the enemy’s occupation of the rifle 
pits on General Buckner’s right it was an open gateway to our river 
battery, and that he thought we ought to cut our way through, carry- 
ing with us as many as possible, leaving the killed and wounded on the 
field. 

General Buckner then said that it would cost three-fourths of the 
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command to get the other out, and that he did not think any general 
had the right to make such a sacrifice of human life. 

General Floyd agreed with General Buckner on this point. 

General Pillow then rose up and said, “Gentlemen, as you refuse to 
make an attempt to cut our way out, and General Buckner says he will 
not be able to hold his position a half hour after being attacked, there 
is Only one alternative left, that is capitulation,” and then and there 
remarked that he would not surrender the command or himself; that 
he would die first. 

General Floyd then spoke out, and said that he would not surrender 
the command or himself. 

General Buckner remarked that, if placed in command, he would sur- 
render the command and share its fate. 

General Floyd then said, “General Buckner, if I place you in com- 
mand, will you allow me to get out as much of my brigade as I can?” 

General Buckner replied, “I will, provided you do so before the 
enemy receives my proposition for capitulation.” 

General Floyd then turned to General Pillow and said, “1 turn the 
command over, sir.” 

General Pillow replied promptly, “I pass it.” 

General Buckner said, “I assume it. Give me pen, ink, and paper, 
and send for a bugler.” 

General Pillow then started out of the room to make arrangements 
for his escape, when Colonel Forrest said to him, General Pillow, what 
Shall Ido?” General Pillow replied, “Cut your way out, sir.” Forrest 
said, ‘I will do it,” and left the room. 

GUS. A. HENRY, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant. General. 
Brigadier-General PILLow. 


STATE OF ALABAMA, 
organ County, ss: . 

This day personally came before me, Levi Sugars, intendant of the 
town of Decatur, county and State aforesaid, Maj. Gus. A. Henry, jr., 
who makes oath in due form of law that the above statements are true. 

GUS. A. HENRY, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me on the 14th day of March, 1862. 
LEVI SUGARS, 
Intendant. 
{Inclosure No. 5.] 


Statement of Maj. W. H. Haynes. 


OFFICE OF DIVISION COMMISSARY, 
Decatur, Ala., March 13, 1862, 


I was present at the council of officers held at Brig. Gen. Gideon J. 
Pillow’s headquarters, in the town of Dover, Tenn., on the morning of 
February 16. Was awoke in my quarters at 1 a.m. by Col. John C. 
Burch, aide-de camp, and ordered to report to General Pillow forthwith. 
I instantly proceeded to headquarters, where I saw Brigadier.Generals 
Floyd, Pillow, and Buckner, Colonel Forrest, Majors Henry (assistant 
adjutant-general), Gilmer, and Jones, and Lieutenants Nicholson and 
Martin; the two latter volunteer aides to General Pillow. On my 
entrance into the room I was accosted by General Pillow, and, being 
taken to one side, was informed by him that they had determined to cut 
their way through the enemy’s lines and retreat from Dover to Nash- 
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ville, an1 he desired me to destroy all the commissary stores and then 
make my escape across the river. I desired to know at what hour Gen- 
eral Pillow wished his order to be executed, when, looking at his watch, 
he replied, “At 5.30 o’clock.” I then retired from the room to inform 
my assistants of the order, but in an hour returned to headquarters. 

On re-entering the room heard General Buckner say, “I cannot hold 
my position half an hour after the attack,” and General Pillow, who 
was sitting next to General Buckner and immediately fronting the fire- 
place, promptly asked, ‘Why can’t you?” at the same time adding, “I 
think you can hold your position; [think you can, sir.” General Buckner 
retorted, “I know my position; I can only bring to bear against the 
enemy about 4,000 men, while he can oppose me with any given num- 
ber.” General Pillow then said: “ Well, gentlemen, what do you intend 
to do; Iam in favor of fighting out.” General Floyd then spoke and 
asked General Buckner what he had to say, and General Buckner an- 
swered quickly, that to attempt to cut a way through the enemy’s lines 
aud retreat would cost a sacrifice of three-fourths of the command, and 
no commander had a right to make such a sacrifice. General Floyd, 
concurring, remarked, ‘“‘ We will have to capitulate; but, gentlemen, | 
cannot surrender; you know my position with the Federals ; it wouldn’s 
do; it wouldn’t do;” whereupon General Pillow, addressing General 
Floyd, said, “I will not surrender myself nor the command; will die 
first.” “Then I suppose, gentlemen,” said General Buckner, “the sur- 
render will devolve upon me.” General Floyd replied, speaking to Gen- 
eral Buckner, “ General, if you are put in command will you allow me 
to take out by the river my brigade?”. “Yes, sir,” responded General 
Buckner, ‘if you move your command before the enemy act upon my 
communication offering to capitulate.” “Then, sir,” said General Floyd, 
“ T surrender the command,” and General Pillow, who was next in com- 
mand, very quickly exclaimed, “I will not accept it; I will never sur- 
render ;” and while speaking turned to General Buckner, who remarked, 
‘“‘T will accept and share the fate of my command,” and called for pen, 
. ink, paper, and a bugler. 

After the capitulation was determined upon General Pillow wished 
to know if it would be improper for him to make his escape, when Gen- | 
eral Floyd replied that the question was one for every man to decide for 
himself, but he would be glad for every one to escape that could. ‘Then, 
sir, I shall leave here,” replied General Pillow. Colonel Forrest, who 
was in the room and heard what passed, then spoke: “I think there is 
more figkt in these men than you all suppose, and, if you will let me, I 
will take out my command.” General Pillow, responding to him, “Yes, 
sir; take out your command; cut your way out.” Generals Floyd and 
Buckner assented, General Floyd by saying, “Yes, take out your com- 
mand,” and General Buckner by expressing, * I have no objection.” 

The means of getting away.was then discussed, and soon after we 
began to disperse. While the gentlemen were leaving the room I ap- 
proached General Buckner and wished to know if General Pillow’s order | 
to destroy the commissary stores should be carried out, and he answered, 
‘Major Haynes, I countermand the order.” 

It may be proper for me to say that I never met General Pillow be- 
fore the morning of February 9, having been upon Brig. Gen. Charles 
Clark’s staff since my entrance into the service, and only went to Donel- 
son with General Pillow to take temporary charge of the commissariat. 
General Pillow assigned me to duty on his staff after arriving at Donel- 


son, February 10. 
W. H. HAYNES, 
Major and Brigade Commissary. 
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STATE OF ALABAMA, 
Morgan County, ss: 


Personally appeared before me, Levi Sugars, intendant of the town of 
Decatur, and ex officio justice of the peace, Maj. W. H. Haynes, who 
makes oath that the statements herein made, relating to what was said 
in the council of officers on the morning of February 16, 1862, is true. 
W. H. HAYN ES, 
Major and Brigade Com., Prov. Army, Confederate States. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me on this the 14th of March, 1862. 
LEVI SUGARS 


Intendant. 
fInclosure No. 6.] 


~ Hunter Nicholson’s statement. 


I was present at the council of war, held at Brigadier-General Pillow’s 
headquarters, in Dover, on Saturday ‘night, February 15, 1862. I came 
into the room about 2 o’clock. There were present Generals F Floyd, Pil- 
low, and Buckner, Major Gilmer, Colonel Forrest, and several staff ofti- 
cers, amoung whom [ distinctly remember Major Henry and Colonel 
Bureh, of General Pillow’s staff. 

The generals were discussing the necessity and practicability of march- 
ing theforces out ot the intrenchments and evacuating the place. Major 
Rice, a resident of Dover, and aide-de-camp of General Pillow, was de- 
scribing the nature of the country and character of the roads over which 
the army would have to pass. He referred to some citizen—I think a 
doctor, but do not remember his name—whom he represented as more 
familiar with the roads. In alittle while, or perhaps during the conver- 
sation of Major Rice, the gentleman referred to was announced. He 
gave a description of the roads which, from my ignorance of the locality, 
I am unable to repeat. The substance was, however, that, though ex- 
ceedingly difficult, it was possible to pass the roads with light baggage 
trains. General Pillow asked most of the questions propounded to this 
gentleman, as also those to Major Rice. 

At this point I was called into an adjoining room, where I remained 
but a few minutes. When I returned Major J ones, brigade-quarter- 
master, was justenteringthe room. General Pillow at once approached 
him, and taking him a little one side, explained to him that it had been 
determined to evacuate the place, and that he must prepare to burn the 
quartermaster’s stores in his hands. Major Jones inquired at what time. 
General Pillow replied, “About daybreak; about 5.30 o’clock.” Major 
Jones left very soon, and I did not see hint in the room afterwards, that 
recollect. Ina few minutes Major Haynes, brigadecommissary, entered 
the room, and received similar instructions as o the commissary stores 
under his charge. 

About this time a scout was ushered i in, who saa that the enemy 
had reoccupied the lines from which they had been driven during the 
fight on Saturday. General Pillow doubted if the scout was not mis- 
taken; so another was sent out. About half an hour had elapsed when 
Major Haynes returned and remained near me in the room during the 
remainder of the discussion. Just as he entered General Buckner re- 
marked, “I am confident that the enemy will attack my lines by light, 
and I cannot hold them for half an hour.” General Pillow replied 
quickly, “* Why so; why so, general?” General Buckner replied, ‘‘Be- 
cause [ can bring into action not over 4,000 men, and they demoralized 
by long and uninterrupted exposure and fighting, while they can bring 
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any number of fresh troops to the attack.” General Pillow replied, “I 
differ with you. I think you can hold your lines; I think you can, sir.” 
General Buckner replied, “I know my position, and I know that the 
lines cannot: be held with my troops in the present condition.” General 
Floyd, it was, I think, who then remarked, ‘Then, gentlemen, a capitu- 
lation is all thatis left us.” To which General Pillow replied, ‘I do not 
think so; at any rate, we can cut our way out.” General Buckner re- 
plied, ‘‘'‘'o eut our way out would cost three-fourths of our men, and I 
do not think any commander has a right to sacrifice three-fourths of bis 
command to.save one-fourth.” To which General Floyd replied, ‘ Cer- 
tainly not.” 

About this time the second scout sent out returned, and reported the 
enemy in force occupying the position from which they had been driven. 
Thereupon two of Colonel Forrest’s cavalry were sent to examine the 
backwater and report if it could be crossed by the army. These scouts 
returned in a short time and reported that cavalry could pass, but in- 
fantry could not. General Buckner then asked, ‘‘ Well, gentlemen, what 
are we todo?” General Pillow replied, “You understand me, gentle- 
men; I am for holding out at least to-day, getting boats, and crossing the 
command over the river. As for myself, I will never surrender the com- 
mand or myself; I will die first.” General Floyd replied, “ Nor will I; 1 
cannot and will not surrender, but [ must confess personal reasons control 
me.” General Buckner replied, ‘‘ But such considerations should not 
control a general’s actions.” General Floyd replied, ‘Certainly not; 
nor would I permit it to cause me to sacrifice the command.” General 
Buckner replied, “Then I suppose the duty of surrendering the com- 
mand will devolve on me.” General Floyd asked, ‘“* How will you pro- 
ceed?” General Buckner replied, “I will send a flag asking for Gen- 
eral Grant’s quarters, that: I may send a message to him. I will propose 
an armistice of six hours to arrange terms.” A pause here ensued. Then 
General Buckner asked, ‘‘Am I to consider the command as turned over 
tome?” General Floyd replieé@, “Certainly, I turn over the command.” 
General Pillow replied quickly, “I pass it; I will not surrender.” Gen- 
eral Buckner then called for pen, ink, and paper, and abugler. General 
Floyd then said, ‘‘ Well, general, will I be permitted to take my little 
brigade outif Ican?” General Buckner replied, ‘Certainly, if you can 
get them out before the terms of capitulation are agreed on.” Colonel 
Forrest then asked, ‘‘Gentlemen, have I leave to cut my way out with 
my command?” General Pillow replied, “ Yes, sir; cut your way out;” 
and, continuing, ‘“‘ Gentlemen, is there anything wrong in my leaving?” 
General Floyd replied, ‘Every man must judge for himself of that.” 
General Pillow replied, ‘‘Thtn I shall leave this place.” Here General 
Pillow left the room, but returned in a short time, and, taking a seat be- 
tween Generals Floyd and Buckner, said, ‘“‘Gentlemen, in order that we 
may understand each other, let me state what is my position; I differ 
with you as to the cost of cutting our way out, but if it were ascertained 
that it would cost three-fourths of the command, I agree that it would 
be wrong to sacrifice them for the remaining fourth.” Generals Floyd 
and Buckner replied, ‘We understand you, general, and you under- 
stand us.” After this I left the room, and soon after the place. 

HUNTER NICHOLSON. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me on this 18th day of March, 1862. 
LEVI SUGARS, 
Intendant of the Town of Decatur, Ala., 
and ex-officio Justice of the Peace. 
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 

| Decatur, Ala., March 16, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. GIDEON J. PILLOW, | 
Chattanooga, Tenn.: 


GENERAL: Under date of March 11 the Secretary of War says: 


The reports of Generals Floyd and Pillow are unsatisfactory, and the President 
directs that both these generals be relieved from command until further orders. 

He further directs General Johnston in the mean time [to] request 
them to add to their [reports] such statements as they may déem proper 
on the following points: 

Ist. The failure to give timely notice of the insufticiency of the garrison of Fort 
Donelson to repel the attack. 

2d. The failure of any attempt to save the army by evacuating the post when found 
untenable. 

3d. Why they abandoned the command to their inferior officer instead of executing 
themselves whatever measure was deemed proper for the entire army. 

4th. What was the precise mode by which each effected his escape from the fort and 
what dangers were encountered in the retreat. | 

5th. Upon what principle a selection was made of particular troops, being certain 
regiments of the senior general’s brigade, to whose vse all the transportation on hand 
was appropriated. 

6th. A particular designation of the regiments saved and the regiments abandoned 
which formed a part of the senior general’s brigade. 

In obedience to this order I am directed by General Johnston to 
request your compliance with the wishes of the President in these par- 
ticulars with as little delay as possible, and report to these headquar- 
ters. Under the same direction General Johnston has requested a 
report from Colonel Forrest, detailing particularly the time and manner 
of his escape from Fort Donelson, the road he took, and the number of 
the enemy he met or saw in making his escape, and the difficulties which 
existed to prevent the remainder of the army from following the route 
taken by him in his escape with his command. 

Iam, your obedient servant, 
H. P. BREWSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Sir: In my supplemental report, which is forwarded through Gen- 
eral A. 8. Johnston, I have, as I conceived, substantially answered the 
points indicated in the order of the Secretary of War as unsatisfactory 
to the President ; but, to be more specific and to reply directly to these 
points, I beg to say that— 

Ist. General Floyd reached Fort Donelson early on the morning of 
February 13, and, being my senior officer, assumed command. Up to 
that time we had no need of additional forces, for at that time tbe 
enemy had only about 20,000 troops, and we had a force fully sufficient 
to defend the place against that force, and I did not and could not know 
with what force they meant to invest us. We were attacked by that 
torce on the 13th around our whole line, and after three or four hours 
of vigorous assault we repulsed his forces everywhere. © 

After General Floyd’s arrival, being second in command, I could not, 
without a violation of military usage, apply for re-enforcements; but I 
do not seek to shelter myself from responsibility by this consideration. 
Though the enemy’s force greatly exceeded ours, we felt that we could 
hold our position against him until his large force of fresh troops ar- 
rived on the evenings of the 13th, 14th, and 15th. These arrivals of 
about 30,000 troops made it manifest that we could not hold the posi- 
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tion long against such overwhelming numbers, particularly as they were 
then enabled to completely invest us and cut off our communication by 
river. It was then impossible’ to get re-enforcements from Bowling 
Green or elsewhere in time to relieve us. It required three days, by 
railroad and river, for the forces which did come to us to get there, 
owing to the shortness of transportation. 

I apprised General Johnston of the arrival of the enemy’s large re-en- 
forcements, giving him every arrival; but I had just come from Bowling 
Green, and was of opinion that the force reserved for that position was 
inadequate for its defense against a large assaulting force, and I knew 
General Johnston could not give me any re-enforcements unless he 
abandoned that place; a measure which I did not consider it my prov- 
ince to suggest. Knowing this, I felt it my duty to make the best pos- 
sible defense with the forces we had. We had one additional regiment 
or battalion there, which General Floyd sent to Cumberland City to pro- 
tect public stores that had been forwarded to that place. These are the 
reasons why no application was made for re-enforcements. 

2d. In response to the second point made by the Secretary’s order, 
[have to say that arrangements were all made, orders given to the whole 
command to evacuate the works, aud troops were under arms to march 
out, when information was received that we were invested. Up to this 
time the general officers were all agreed upon and the line of action 
necessary and proper under the circumstances. (See supplemental re- 
port.) It was as to the necessity of a change of policy in the new state 
of the case that a difference of opinion arose between the general ofb- 
cers. I was for cutting our way out. Generals Floyd and Buckner 
thought surrender was a necessity of the position of the army. 

In response to the point made by the Secretary’s order, that it was 
not satisfactorily explained how a part of the command was withdrawn 
and the balance surrendered, I have to say: : 

On the evening and night of February 10, after the battle, in expec- 
tation of evacuating the place that night, General Floyd had sent oft 
every steamboat we had, with the prisoners and our sick and wounded. 
As matters turned out this was most unfortunate; but I do not per- 
ceive that the act could be censured for it was a measure preparatory 
to evacuation, and no one could have foreseen the course of events which 
late that night defeated that measure. The act, however, was that of 
my senior officer, and I was not even consulted about its propriety. 

When we ascertained, between 3 and 4 o’clock that night, that we 
were reinvested, and the question of our position became one of vital 
interest to the commanding officers, we had not a single boat, neither 
skiff, yawl, nor even flat or other ferry boat. There was no means of 
crossing the river. The river was full and the weather intensely cold. 

About daybreak the steamer General Anderson and one other little 
boat came down. One of the boats had on board about 400 raw troops. 
I had then crossed the river in a small hand flat, about 4 feet wide by 
12 long, which Mr. Rice, a citizen of Dover (acting as my volunteer aide- 
de-camp), had, by some means, brought over from the opposite side of 
the river. 

Upon the arrival of these steamers General Floyd, acting, I presume, 
under the agreement between himself and General Buckner before the 
command was turned over, crossed over to the opposite shore as many 
of bis troops as he could, until he was directed by General Buckner’s 
atail officer to leave, as the gunboats of the enemy were approaching. 
This information was given me by General TIloyd when we met at 
‘jlarksville. My horses were brought across the river on one of the 
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boats that brought over the troops. Myself and staff then made our 
way to Clarksville by land. These facts explain how a portion of the 
command were withdrawn when the balance could not be. However, I 
had no kind of agency in it. 

dd. In response to the third point upon which information is called 
for by the Secretary’s order, viz, upon what principle the senior officers 
avoided responsibility by transferring the command, I have only to say 
that I urged from first to last the duty of cutting through the enemy’s 
lines with the entire command. I was not sustained, but was alone in 
my position; and with General Buckner’s avowal that his troops could 
not make another fight, and without the assistance of either general in 
the command, and in an enterprise of great difficulty and peril, I could 
scarcely hope to cut through the enemy’s line unaided. Yet it was 
against my conviction of duty to surrender. Under the circumstances 
in which I was placed I saw no means of defeating the surrender, and, 
therefore, considering myself only technically the recipient of the com- 
mand, when turneit over by General Floyd, I promptly passed or de- 
‘lined to accept it. 

It was in this sense that I said in my original report that when the 
command was turned over to me I passed it. In point of fact, however, 
the command was turned over by General Floyd to General Buckner. 
In proof of which I embody in this report a dispatch from General Floyd 
to General A. 8S. Johnston on the morning of February 16. I also em- 
body an order of General Buckuer, after he had assumed command, to 
Brig. Gen. B. R. Johnson. 


CUMBERLAND CiTy, TENN., lebruary 16, 1862. 
General JOHNSTON: 

This morning at 2 o’clock, not feeling willing myself to surrender, I turned over the 
coumand to General Buckner, who determined a surrender of the fort and the army, 
as any further resistance would only result in the unavailing spilling of blood. I 
succeeded in saving half of my own command by availing myself of two little boats 
at the wharf, all that could be commanded. The balance of the entire reserve of the 
army fell into the hands of the enemy. The enemy’s force was largely augmented 
yesterday by the arrival of thirteen transports, and his force could not have been less 
than 50,000. I have attempted to do my duty io this trying and difficult position, and 
only regret that my exertions have not been more successtul. 

J. B. FLOYD. 


HEADQUARTERS, Dover, Tenn., February 16, 1862. 
Sir: The command of the forces in this vicinity has devolved upon me by order of 
General Floyd. I have sent a flag to General Grant, and during the correspondence 
and until further orders you will refrain from any hostile demonstrations with a view 
to preventing a like movement on the enemy’s part. You will endeavor to send a flag 
to the enemy’s posts in front of your position, notifying them of the fact that I have 
sent a communication to General Grant from the right of our position, and desire to 

know his present headquarters. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


These orders show that all parties understood that the command was 
turned over, not to myself, but to General Buckner. The reason for 


this was obvious. Both Generals Floyd and Buekner were of opinion 


that a surrender of the command was a necessity of its position. They 
had both heard me say that I would die before I would surrender the 
command. General Buckner had said if placed in command he would 
make the surrender, and he had agreed with General Floyd that he 
might withdraw his brigade. This understanding and agreement and 
my position necessarily excluded me from actual command. 
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Having gone into the council of general ofticers and taken part in 
its deliberations, I felt bound by its decision, although against my con- 
viction of duty. I therefore determined not to assume nor accept the 
command. I still think that in acquiescing in their decision, as a neces- 
sity of my position, I acted correctly, although my judgment was wholly 
against the surrender. I had no agency whatever in withdrawing any 
portion of the command, except to direct Colonel Forrest to cut his way 
out with the cavalry, all of which I had organized into a brigade under 
him. 
5th and 6th. In response to the 5th and 6th inquiries of the Secretary’s 
order I reply: 

I do not know what regiments of General Floyd’s brigade were sur- 
rendered nor which were withdrawn, nor do I know upon what prin- 
ciple the selection was made. - For further information reference is made 
to my original and supplemental reports. 

Before closing this response to the honorable Secretary’s order I 
deem it not improper to say that the only doubt I felt, in any opinion I 
expressed, position assumed, or act I did, was as to the propriety of 
retiring from the garrison when I could not control the fate of the com- 
mand, whose surrender was not my act nor with my approval. Upon 
this point I consulted Generals Floyd and Buckner. Jor these reasons, 
and knowing that the general otiicers would not be permitted, to accom- 
pany the men into captivity, I finally determined to retire, hoping that 
I might be able to render some service to the country. 

Very respectfully, 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


Capt. H. P. BREWSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WaR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
Richmond, Va., March 26, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. G. J. PILLOW, 
Pechange Hotel, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt. of your supple- 
mental report of the battle and surrender of Fort Done!son and of your 
answer to the various points indicated in the letter of the Secretary of 
War to General A. 8S. Johnston, together with the several statements 
of staff officers and the statement of Colonel Iorrest appended thereto. 
* As the commanding general of the department has not yet made 
his report nor forwarded any communication to this Department, and 
as Generals Floyd and B. R. Johnson have not yet been heard from, you 
will readily perceive that it is impossible that the President should now 
take any action in a matter which so deeply concerns others as well as 
yourself. 

I have therefore the honor to inform you that the Government still 
keeps its judgment suspended on the entire subject until all informa- 
tion necessary for forming a considerate decision shall have been 
received. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of War. 
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OXFORD, Miss., May 15, 1862. 
Hon. GEORGE W. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

I had expected the decision of the President on the case in which I 
was suspended from command at an earlier day, and I had hoped that 
when the facts were all known that he would see nothing in my con- 
duct at ort Donelson deserving censure. But I am not able to under- 
stand the delay in his action except upon the supposition that he is not 
yet satisfied. 

All the facts are before him. I know of no material conflict between 
my statements and those of any other ofticers. There are several 
statements in General Floyd’s report to the Secretary’s order in which 
my memory and his are at variance; but these statements of his in no 
way affect ne, and can have no possible influence in the decision ot the 
President in my braneh of the case. If, however, there were contra- 
dictory statements between General Floyd and myself, it would seem 
to me that they ought to be settled by the sworn testimony of five offi- 
cers, Whose testimony accompanies ny reply to the Secretary’s inter- 
rogatories. Imf the facts of the case had not been thus clearly made out, 
I should have telt it my duty to demand a court of inquiry; but as such a 
court could only find the facts and give opinion thereon, and as the Presi- 
dent already had these facts before him, [ have deemed a court unneces- 
sary, even if one could be ordered without injury to [the] service. 

When it was determined by Generals Floyd and Buckner [that the 
command] could not be saved, but must be surrendered; when General 
Floyd, betore parting with the command, had stipulated with General 
Buekner (not to myself), what. could I ‘do. but acquiesce? If I had 
attempted to defeat their purpose, General Floyd would have resumed 
command and arrested me for insubordination. At least such was my 
understanding of his rights and powers and of my position and respon- 
sibilities as his junior in rank. General Iloyd, in his late published 
reply to the Seeretary’s interrogatories, as well as in his telegram to 
General A. 8S. J ohnston, says that he turned over the command to Gen- 
eral Buckner; that he and General Buckner agreed that it was deter- 
mined that the command could not be saved, &c., but he nowhere says 
I agreed with him or pretends that I was in favor of surrendering the 
command. Under the pica as it is before the President, I cannot 
understand in his mind (?) as to the facts. I feel conscious ‘of having 
tried to do my duty at Donelson and of having served the Government 
of my country faithfully, and I confess I did not expect its censure. 

When I was suspended from command I believed [the President] had 
acted under misapprehension of my position. As promptly as possible 
I answered the interrogatories of the Secretary, and sustained the state- 
ments by the sworn testimony of five officers as reputable as belong to 
the Army. In reply I was informed that the case could not be taken up 
until auswer was received. Having rested uuder the displeasure of the 
Government for more than two months, it ought not to excite surprise 
that I am anxious to be relieved from his order. 

Ll understand that the President has been informed that my horses 
and servants were taken across the river some time before I crossed 
myself. This statement is untrue, as my report and the proof in his 
possession will show I had but one horse and one servant there; the 
horse was borrowed of General Clark. I did not leave Dover until the 
command was turned over and General Buckner had commenced pre- 
paring his communication to the Federal commanders, asking terms of 
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capitulation. IL then left the garrison, crossed the river in a small hand 
flat, leaving my horse and servant in Dover. At that time no steam- 
boat had reached Dover; my horse was brought over by the steamboat 
that arrived afterwards. When it crossed over, General F loyd, my 
trunk (all the baggage I had), and my servant were brought up the 
river in the steamboat i in Which General Floyd and a portion ot his com- 
mand reached Clarksville. 

These facts all appear in the proofs now in your possession, and are 
susceptible of proof by more than one hundred witnesses. If, from all 
the facts, the President thinks my conduct censurable, it is my duty to 
submit to bis judgment; but if I cannot serve the Government satis- 
tactorily, I would prefer to retire. Indeed, but for the interest I felt in 
the issues involved in this great revolution I would not have accepted 
the commission I now hold. The fortunes of war have placed [me] as 
the principal actor in two hard-fought and bloody fields (of Belmont and 
Donelson), where we fought most unequal numbers. In what I con- 
sidered the most meritorious service of iy life—the battle of Donelson 
or Dover—it was my misfortune to have been placed after the battle 
was fought in a position which brings upon me the displeasure of the 
Government. 

While resting under this displeasure, two of my brother general offi- 
cers from my own State, who came into the Tennessee army under me, 
as its commanding general, and neither of whom had then performed 
any distinguished services or fought any battle, are promoted over ine. 
1 originally thought this was done under misapprehension of my posi- 
tion. If it shall turn out this impression of luine was erroneous, it 
becomes questionable if my honor as an officer is not so far compromised 
as to make it my duty to retire. Until 1 know the decision of the Presi- 
dent I cannot determine my own course. Painful as would be the neces- 
sity of retiring at a time of so much peril to the country, yet I could not 
hesitate in my course if satisfied that 1 was the object of intentional 
injustice. To be just is the highest duty of government. I yet have 
the fullest confidence in the President’s sense of justice. If any part of 
my conduct is not properly understood by him, or if he has received from 
any quarter statements contradictory to mine, [I] ask at his hands infor- 
mation of the fact, that I may have an opportunity of explanation or 
refutation. 

My apology for troubling you with this long communication must be 
found in the circumstances in which I am placed. The great delay and 
uncertainty of the mails induces me to send Major Nicholson, my aide- 
de-camp, with it. I trust you will find it convenient to place in his hands 
such orders as in the President’s judgment are proper. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
GID. J. ‘PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. 8. Army. 


TUPELO, Miss., June 21, 1862. 
Hon. GEORGE W. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

On the 11th day of March last I was suspended from command by 
order of the President, and through the Secretary of War interrogato- 
ries were propounded to me in regard to the operations of the army at 
Donelson. These interrogatories were promptly answered, and, together 
with my supplemental report, were delivered to the Gover nment. 

That there might be no doubt left upon the mind of the President as 
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to the facts, I took the sworn testimony of five officers, who were pres- 
ent at the council of general officers on the night of February 15, these 
fully verifying the statement of the facts contained in my supplemental 
report and my answers to the Secretary’s interrogatories. More than a 
month since I prepared and forwarded to you by Major Nicholson, of 
my staff, a dispatch to the Government, briefly reviewing the case as it 
was made out, and respectfully calling the attention of the President to 
the case and asking his decision. To this communication I have received 
no reply. 

I have now been suspended from my command nearly four months. 
I am accused of no crime. No charges have been preferred against me. 
IT have never been intormed that my answers to the interrogatories of 
the Secretary of War were not satisfactory, nor in what my conduct was 
eensurable. I know of no statement from any quarter in conflict with 
imine; but if there were, my statement is sustained by the sworn testi- 
mony of Colonels Iorrest and Burch, Majors Henry, Haynes, and Nich- 
olson. They all testify that I opposed from first to last and earnestly 
the surrender of the command at Donelson; that I urged the duty of 
cutting our way through the enemy’s lines, but that Generals Floyd 
and Buckner were of opinion that the command could not be saved; 
that its surrender was a necessity of its condition, and that General 
I‘loyd turned the command over to General Buckner to make terms of 
capitulation with the enemy. 

If the facts be that way, I do not understand how the decision of a 
council of war (the senior general being present and approving and after- 
wards taking measures, according to his convictions, to carry into effect 
that decision) can be regarded otherwise than a military order of that 
commander; nor do I understand how I could have attempted to defeat 
the execution of that purpose (viz, to surrender the command) without 
a violation of all discipline and subjecting myself to arrest for insubordi- 
nation. Certainly I saw no alternative, but acquiesced in what I could 
not avert. I cannot suppose it will be maintained that before any 
capitulation took place or was agreed upon I could honorably retire from 
a garrison whose surrender was determined upon and in violation of my 
expressed convictions. To have voluntarily surrendered myself into 
the power of the enemy under such circumstances would have looked 
to me like treachery to the Government whose commission I bore. It 
should be borne in mind that I was not in chief command. How could 
the responsibility of the surrender rest on me when I was opposed to it? 
My command was at Columbus, Ky., and I was only ordered by General 
A. 8. Johnston to that post for special duty, and, when that was ended 
by General Iloyd’s determination to surrender the command, I felt it a 
duty I owed to my Government no less than to myself not voluntarily 
to place myself in the power of the enemy. That the command was not 
turned over to me is proven by the telegram of General Floyd to Gen- 
eral A. S. Johnston on the morning of February 16. General Buckner’s 
order to General B. Rk. Johnson, of the same date, after he had assumed 
command, proves the samething. If, however, it had been turned over 
to me under the circumstances as they are proven, it is difficult to see 
how I could have done otherwise than to have carried out General 
Floyd’s determination to surrender the garrison, for the decision of the 
council and General Floyd’s approval and his turning over the command 
for the purpose of surrender would have been, in all military usage, 
equivalent to an order to capitulate. It is, however, proven that the 
command was not—in fact, was never intended to have been—devolved 
upon ine. If the surrender was an unavoidable necessity (as Generals 
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Floyd and Buckner believed), I do not perceive the grounds upon which 
I ain to be censured. If, on the contrary, the surrender was improper 
(as was ny opinion), I do not understand why I am censured, when it 
is known that I opposed it and did all [ properly could to prevent ib. 

The President will perceive upon examination of the docuinents and 
proofs that. this view of the case is fully made out. 

Under these circumstances, that I should be suspended from command 
and held up before the country as a culprit for nearly four months nev 
well excite surprise. If Iam to continue in the service, I respecttully 
submit that such treatment is not likely to increase my efliciency for 
command or my usefulness as an officer. 

The facts in regard to General Floyd have all been laid before the 
public by the publication of his official report and his answers to the 
interrogatories of the Secretary of War by the committee of the House 
of Congress. The same committee summoned me before [it] and pro- 
pounded interrogatories, which, from motives of delicacy, I declined 
answering. It then requested copies of my supplemental report and my 
answer to the Seeretary’s interrogatories and the accompanying proofs, 
which I declined furnishing, upon the ground that proper respect for 
the Government forbade it while the Government had the subject under 
consideration. Since then [ have seen from the Richmond papers that 
the President declined furnishing copies of them under a resolution of 
the House, upon the ground that he considered it inexpedient to do so. 
While, therefore, I am held suspended from command for so Jong a 
period, the public are denied the means of judging how or in what I 
have been derelict in duty. Is this right? Can the President, as the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army, reconcile it to his sense of justice 
longer to hold me in my present position? If the pressure of public 
duty has heretofore been heavy upon his time, as I am persuaded is the 
case, surely the great lapse of time since my suspension will excuse me 
for again calling his attention to the subject. 

If the President were not in possession of the facts I should feel it my 
duty to demand an investigation by a court of inquiry, but as these are 
before him and made clear by the proof, such proceeding would seem to 
me wholly useless, even if the officers necessary to constitute the court 
could be spared from duty in the field. I have submitted to the judg- 
ment of the Government as patiently as possible when conscious of the 
commission of no wrong. If I were informed in what my conduct was 
considered censurable, so that I might have an opportunity of explana- 
tion or refutation, I should not deem it my duty to take the final step now 
proposed. That I should continue patient under indefinite suspension 
could hardly be expécted. : 

it the Government does not need or does not want mny services, it is 
my duty to retire. I have no wish to be in the way. I am unwilling to 
embarrass it by holding on to a position which I only accepted in the 
hope of rendering some service. It isa painful necessity which forces 
ine to retire at a time of so much peril to the country, but if the Presi- 
dent cannot now dispose of the case, I feel that proper self-respect and 
personal dignity leave ine no alternative but to retire from the service. 
If, therefore, no action is deemed proper in response to this communica- 
tion, [ respectfully tender this as my resignation. 

Being at present at Tupelo, with the headquarters of the army, [ for- 
ward this through General Bragg. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 
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{[Indorsement No. 1.] 


Considering Brigadier-General Pillow as still belonging to this com- 
mand, his appeal to the Department for an official investigation is ap- 
proved, as due to himself and the Government. - 

BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WEST, 
Tupelo, 22d June, 1862. 


[Indorsement No. 2.] 


Respectfully submitted to the President. I think it will be well for 
me to inform General Pillow that negotiations are going on for a general 
exchange of prisoners, which will probably release General Buckner and 
the rest of the Donelson prisoners at an early day and render an inves- 
tigation practicable, which cannot be entered upon now with justice tu 
them. | 
G. W. RANDOLPH, 

Secretary of War. 


[Indorsement No. 3.] 


Answer as proposed, and correct the impression that the action is a 
reflection on him specially. The effort at a full investigation has failed 
from causes for which the Government is not responsible and regrets. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8S. A., 
hiichmond, July 5, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. GIDEON J. PILLOW, Tupelo, Miss. : 

GENERAL: Your communication of the 21st ultimo having been con- 
sidered by the President, I am instructed to inform you that your 
suspension has never been considered an accusation, but as preliminary 
to an investigation which the circumstances of the Fort Donelson affair 
rendered necessary. The President regrets that the detention of the 
fort Donelson prisoners renders such investigation impossible at pres- 
ent, but as this detention could not be foreseen, but, on the contrary, was 
in violation of an agreement made with General Wool for an exchange of 
prisoners, neither the President nor the War Department is responsible 
tor the delay which has occurred. 

General Wool has again announced his readiness to agree to a general 
exchange, and negotiations are about to be commenced which no doubt 
will lead to that result. So soon as the actors in the Fort Donelson 
strrender are at liberty the matter will receive thorough investigation 
and justice be done. Iam quite sure, general, that you desire nothing 
else, and I very much regret that the Department could not, with due 
regard to the absent parties, order an investigation which necessarily 
implicates thein. 

Very respectfully, 
G. W. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of War. 
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OXFORD, MIss., July 20, 1862. 
Hon. GEORGE W. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Your reply of the 5th instant to my communication of the 21st ultimo 
to the President is acknowledged. In this communication you say: 

Your [my] suspension has never been considered an accusation, but as preliminary 
to an investigation which the circumstances of the Fort Donelson affair rendered 
necessary. * * * 

[That] so soon as the actors in the Fort Donelson surrender are at liberty the matter 
will receive thorough investigation and justice be done. * * * 

Tam quite sure, general, you desire nothing else, and very much regret the Depart- 
ment could not, with due respect to absent parties, order an investigation which 
necessarily implicates them. e Pal * 

This is the first information I have received of the purpose of the 
Government to order an investigation. Such investigation I have 
always desired as the only means by which my own position and con- 
duct could be properly understood by the country, unless, from the 
facts as they are shown to have existed, the President should relieve 
me from censure. How that matter would be, and what course the 
President would ultimately adopt, I had no means of judging. I had 
supposed, from the message of the President to Congress and from the 
order of the Department of March 11 to General A. 8. Johnston, that 
the order of suspension in its duration would depend on the character 
of the information which should be elicited under that order. If the 
information thus obtained should prove satisfactory and acquit any one 
of the ‘“‘actors in the surrender” from blame, then I had supposed the 
object of the order would have been answered as to him, and such 
acquitted officer relieved from the censure implied by the order and 
restored to duty. It was with this understanding of the objects of the 
proceedings that I accompanied my supplemental report and answers 
with sworn statements of the five officers present. 

_ This impression was confirmed by your communication of March 26, 
in which you say: 

As the commanding general of the department (General A. S. Johnston) has not yet 
made hisreport nor forwarded any communication to this Department, and as Gen- 
erals Flovd and B. R. Johnson have not yet been heard from, you will readily perceive 


that it is impossible that the President should now take any action in a matter which 
s0 deeply concerns others as well as yourself. 


[ have never regarded the order itself [as] an accusation, but I did 
then and do yet consider it as implying censure and displeasure of the 
President, and the country so understands it. 

While you do not say in your communication of the 5th instant that 
my conduct is not considered censurable, yet [infer as much. If there 
is nothing elicited in all the reports and testimony before the Depart- 
ment showing that my participation in the surrender was such as ren- | 
dered my [conduct] censurable, it seems to me unjust to continue me 
under this censure in order to discover in the future if something might 
not be found objectionable. This looks like arresting a man upon sus- 
picion, without proof or circumstances to warrant it, and holding him 
in custody to hunt up evidences of his guilt, which is condemned by all 
law writers. When such investigation is had and the result before the 
President it would be as competent then as now to embrace me in any 
proceeding the President might deem proper; but with every circum. * 
stance In my favor to hold me suspended until others thought to have 
offended can be got at could only be justified by a well-founded belief 
on the pavt of the Government that I could not be found when wanted. 
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Such, too, is the practice in all analogous cases of offenders i in all coun- 
tries where law regulates and protects the rights of the citizen, and it 
seems to me that officers of the Army are entitled to the benefit of the 
rule of law which is universal in practice and founded in wisdom and on 
the experience of ages. As a lawyer yourself, 1 am willing to subinit 
the decision of the question to your judgment. 

In my military experience such has been the usage of the service. 
It certainly has in its favor the great principle of justice. The history 
of the present case shows that there is but one of the actors in the sur- 
render not present, viz, General Buckner. I have already been sus- 
pended from command over four months. It may be four months more, 
possibly until the end of the war, if [ am to be held under this order 
until all the actors are at liberty. 

It will not be denied that suspension from command is a punishment, 
if itis pot an accusation. Itis one of the modes of punishment, and 
when that is answered, the party is restored to duty without accusation, 
charge, or investigation. This is in accordance with military authority 
and practice. If, then, there be nothing elicited in the case showing 
that I have offended or been derelict in duty, but, on the contrary, every 
circumstance in all the proof, by the first reports of the officers engaged 
or present at the surrender (except one, and he absent)—if it is shown 
that my views of what was proper were coincident with those of the 
President and were urged as far as my rank and military propriety 
would allow—is it not a hard case that [should be thus punished for the 
faults of others? 

I know that the President, so far as he sees and understands a case, 
will carry out bis sense of justice. I believe his intentions to be inflexi- 
bly just, but I do not believe he has, in the great pressure of weightier 
matters, had the time properly to consider the effects of the position in 
which I am placed by his order. Ido not complain of the original order 
at the time it was issued, for I was well aware that my original report 
was, for want of time necessary for its preparation, but a skeleton 
account of the important events which had occurred at Donelson, and 
hence in that report I promised to prepare a supplemental one the 
moment my public duties would permit. Before, however, I had com- 
pleted this report I was suspended from command. But I do complain 
of and deeply feel the injustice of holding me under this order until the 
conduct of others, not now in the power of the Government, can be 
properly investigated. If the actors were all present, an investigation 
of their case might be joint or separate by the 1ules of law. They could 
not be forced by military [power] into joint trial or investigation. The 
right of severance is an unquestioned one. 

If my services are worth anything as an officer, they are needed in 
the field. If I have any reputation or character as an officer, it cannot 
be denied that they are already deeply injured in the judgment of the 
country. In addition to this injury to myself, there are many persons 
who are using my position and the supposed syinpathy for me in the 
public mind as a means of attack upon the President. They ascribe as 
the motives of his treatment of me a secret hostility of long standing, 
thus intimating that he is using his official power and position to gratity 
personal malice. In defense of these assaults of the President his zeal- 
ous friends, determined to sustain him, are attacking me, believing there 
is something by them not understood. Thus they find ‘a motive ‘for my 
detraction. I have myself been asked if there was such ancient hostil- 
ity. Iiven Senators of Congress have asked me the question. Under 
the existing circumstances of the country everything which is calculated 
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to divide the country and weaken the influence of the President should 
be carefully avoided. I can give.no explanation to relieve him. I can 
make no defense of myself. If the facts of the case were published to 
the world as they exist in your office, it would in some degree satisfy the 
publie mind. 

I have been careful to avoid any discourtesy to the President. I have 
avoided everything calculated to excite controversy o1 create excitement. 
IT have uniformly denied the existence of any motive in the President to 
do me injustice, and all knowledge or belief of the existence of any 
secret hostility. I have preser ved, “rigid silence, abstaining from every 
demonstration of popular sy mpathy, declining to make speeches me 
the exception at Raleigh, N. C., where my remarks were very badly re 
ported). I have violated no law ory regulation, except in the publication 
of my original report at Memphis, which J did, believing that under the 
circumstances the President would excuse the act. My object was to 
give the public mind, then greatly excited and greatly depressed, cor- 
rect information as to the character, extent, and causes of the surrender, 
and as far as possible to arrest the many false reports as to its extent. 
In doing this I first consulted General A. 8S. Johnston, and have in my 
possession his approval of the necessity of its being placed betore the 
public—not his authority for the act. He thought that had better be 
done by indirection. I chose to do it, avowing the responsibility for the 
act, and have heretofore expressed my willingness to submit to the judg- 
ment of the President if he shall consider me censurable for the act. 
My excuse and apology for it is the peculiar condition of the public 
[mind] at the time and my own position. I telegraphed Senator Benja- 
min for permission to publish the report, but failed to get an answer, 
and afterwards by telegram advised him of what I had done. 

I now introduce the subject in this communication as an apology for 
the offense, that it may remain on record. These last suggestions are 
not introduced here as strictly pertaining to the subject or argument in 
hand, but in explanation of matters proper to be understood and as due 
to my “self. 

Returning to the more important object of this communication, that 
is, the injurious effects of the order on my reputation, 1 desire to say 
that I am satisfied the President is ineapable of being influenced by 
motives not properly pertaining to the subject-matter; that I myself 
utterly discredit the report of his alleged secret hostility to me, and 
that I would not have him relieve me or restore me to command unless 
from the proofs betore himn—entitled to his confidence—he shall be sat- 
isfied that my conduct in the Donelson affair was blameless. If upon 
this point his mind is satistied, then, as an act of justice which I feel 
sure he will not deny me, 1 ask the cessation of the punishment, feel- 
ing that I have been already deeply injured by it. You, sir, very pro- 
perly say that you are sure that Lonly want justice. This is ‘all I want 
or ask; but, if [ have dove no wrong, do I get justice when so long held 
In a position which the world can understand in no other light than as 
a punishment or as shuwing unfitness for command ? 

This is the last communication which I shall address to the President- 
upon this subject, and I ask for it his respectful consideration. IJ am 
obliged to submit to his decision. I will sustain [him] and oppose all 
his enemies in every measure that 1s proper and right of itself until 
this struggle is over though he should incarcerate me in a dungeon the 
balance of my life; but if I am to be continued in a position of so much 
humiliation, if the best efforts of my lite to serve my country are to be 
thus rewarded, if I possess so little of the respect or sympathy of the 
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President that for one error of judgment (if such I have committed) I 
am to be thus dishonored by the man who was my own first choice for 
the Presidency of all the statesmen in the Confederacy, then I am for- 
ever done with the service, whether my resignation is accepted or not. 
I could not return to the Army pursued by the sense of humility, from 
which death without dishonor would be relief. 
With respect, your obedient servant, 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 196. Richmond, Va., August 22, 1862. 
* * * * * * * 

XL. The reports of the Fort Donelson disaster having now been 
received and considered, it is impossible to acquit Brig. Gen. G. J. 
Pillow of grave errors of judgment in the military operations which — 
resulted in the surrender of the army, but there being no reason to 
question his courage and loyalty, his suspension from duty is removed, 
and he will report to General B. Bragg for orders.* 

* * ¥ * * % * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OxFornD, MIss., August 27, 1862. 
General 8. COOPER, , 
Adjutant-General, Richmond : 


Ts the order of suspension simply removed, without anything being | 
said relieving me from censure? Am I required to report to General 
Van Dorn, or will the President allow me to report to General Bragg 
and assist in relieving my own State? 

: GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


RICHMOND, VA., September 12, 1862. 
Hon. GEORGE W. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of War: 

The order of the Government restoring me to duty ascribes to me 
errors of judgment in the military operations at Donelson. The ex- 
planations as to what constitutes those errors, in our personal interview, 
indicated to my order to call off the pursuit of the army after the bat- 
tle of the 15th February and back into the works as erroneous. In my 
communication of the 11th instant I gave my understanding of the 
objects and purposes of that combat, and solemnly asseverated that I 
never understood that the army was to retreat from the battle-field 
towards Charlotte, and I assigned reasons to show that that step was 
then impossible. I beg now to refer the Department to the original and 
supplemental reports of Colonel Gilmer, of the Ingineer Corps, who 
was on duty with me at that post. 





*See Special Orders, No. 280, | December 10, 1862. 
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The supplemental report will be filed in a few days. From these 
reports [you] will, I am persuaded, be satisfied that my order was not 
only a proper one, but that it was the means of saving the army from a 
conflict with a large fresh force of the enemy, which would greatly have 
endangered its existence, and that General Buckner was himself in 
error In supposing that my order had defeated or had any reference to 
the army retreating from the battle-field. That step was never con- 
templated or spoken of or even suggested as proper. It is difficult to 
understand how he could have taken up such impression, and it is sin- 
gular that if my order had interfered with the previously-wnderstood 
programme of action, why General Floyd should have so promptly ap- 
proved my order, as General Buckner himself states in his report, and 
why neither he nor General Floyd should have said something about it. 

I hope to make the point clear by other testimony, when, I trust, the 
Department will perceive the justice of rescinding the order. 

Respectfully, 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. 8. A. 


RicHMOND, VA., September 18, 1862. 
Hon. GEORGE W. RANDOLPH, : 
Secretary of War: 

In the personal interview with the President and yourself explanatory 
of the errors of judgment which I am considered by the Government 
to have committed (as stated in the order of August 22 past), I under- 
stood that the Government was satisfied that 1 was opposed to the sur- 
render of the army of Donelson, and that in regard to the surrender my 
error consisted in not accepting the command when turned over by 
General Floyd to General Buckner for the purpose of capitulation and 
myself fighting it out (if I believed that was practicable), or of surren- 
dering the command and myself with it. I have stated in my corre- 
Spondence with the Department that I consider the action of Generals 
Floyd and Buckner in determining that the command could not be saved 
but must be surrendered was binding upon me, and that I refused to 
accept the command to carry this determination (by a surrender) into 
ettect. ‘The decision of the President upon the point settles the question, 
and I accept that decision as the law of the case, and acknowledge my - 
self relieved of a question upon which (suddenly sprung upon me) my 
mind was never free from doubt. 

The other error, as I understand your explanation of the order, con- 
sisted in the order I gave after our army had driven the enemy from all 
his positions in front of our lines, where he was slowly falling back upon 
his large fresh force of 20,000 men at the gunboat landing. 

My order was to draw off from further pursuit, and for our forces to 
return to our line of defenses. This order was given to avoid a conflict, 
after a long and bloody battle, with the enemy’s large body of fresh 
troops, which I was satisfied would be brought to the field, and which 
I knew we could not withstand in the exhausted condition of our small 
force. I had. kept up the fight with the forces under my immediate com- 
mand for the last two hours by carrying ammunition in boxes upon the 
heads of details from the command for that purpose, my supply of 60 
rounds having been exhausted in the long struggle, and no wagon could 
go to the battle-field on account of the thick undergrowth and want of 
road. The order that I gave had no other object, and when its object 
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was explained to General Floyd he unhesitatingly approved it. I did 
not prevail upon him or use any arguments or persuasive measures to 
induce him to approve of it. He at once saw its necessity, aud counter- 
manded the order which he had given upon the field for General Buck- 
ner’s command to occupy the open field in front of our line and from 
which we had driven the enemy on the Wynn’s Ferry road. 

This order of mine did not prevent the command from retiring from 
the position on the retreat towards Charlotte and Nashville, for the 
reason that 1t was not ready nor in condition to assume the march. I 
solemnly aver before God that I never understood it to be the purpose, 
object, or determination of the general officers, or of any of them, to 
march in retreat from the battle-field if we won it. So far from it, and 
as an evidence that we ali so understood it, the command went into the 
action without the necessary subsistence and covering for a long march 
over a country scarcely practicable for infantry and deemed impracti- 
cable for anything else, covered as it was with a deep snow and sheeted 
over with sleet. The army could not have taken the field for battle, 
encumbered with the necessary rations, blankets, knapsacks, &c., for 
the march. | 

Neither in the council of the night of the 14th nor at any other time 
was it understood or even suggested that we should mareh from the 
field of battle on retiring from Donelson. General Buckner seems to 
have understood it differently, but he never explained to me this view 
of his, and I did not know that he so understood it until I read his offi- 
cial report. I was in the midst of his troops several times during the 
alter part of the battle and after they returned into the work, and I am 
satisfied they had not the rations and other necessary preparations for . 
the march. 

It will be recollected that the first purpose was to have fought the 
enemy on lebruary 14; but it was deferred, at my suggestion, as being 
too late in the day. General Buckner never reported himself ready for 
the march nor intimated to me after the battle that my order had iuter- 
fered with his views or intended action. No orders had been issued to 
the command, either written or verbal, to march from the field; no 
preparations had been made for that purpose. 

The battle of the 15th was fought to cut up the investing force before 
the fresh forces could get in position to open the way to Charlotte, but 
it never entered into my head that we were to march from the field of 
battle without any subsistence, blankets, or knapsacks, leaving all of 
our wounded upon the field of snow, with the different regiments and | 
brigades broken, mixed, and scattered, leaving behind the artillerists in 
the river bottoms, the two regiments at that place as a protecting force, 
the four regiments of Heiman’s brigade left in its position in the line of 
works to protect General Buckner’s right flank, and all the pickets along 
our whole line then drawn back into the works to hold them, while the 
main army contested the field outside of the works. To none of these 
forces had orders been given. Neither had any of our field artillery 
been taken outside of our works before the battle was won. Its partici- 
pation in the conflict was from the inside of the works. General Buck- 
ner’s artillery was left in his part of the works, and the piece ordered by 
him into the field after the battle was fought was taken from my portion 
of the works. | 

I teel confident General Floyd will sustain me in this view of the sub- 
ject. This point (deemed to involve error on my part) is raised by Gen- 
eral Buckner’s report; was unknown to me until I read his report, and 
I am persuaded that upon a full view of all the circumstances the Gov- 
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ernment will see the injustice done me in ascribing to me an error of 
judgment. My order for the army to be called off from the pursuit and 
brought back into the works alone saved it from being erushed by the 
large, fresh force of the enemy which did in a short. time afterwards 
attack and carry a portion of General Buckner’s rifle pits. 

I*or these reasons the order of the Government ascribing to me error 
of judgment I feel is unjust, and I respectfully request that part of the 
case may be held by the Government for further information, which | 
hope to present to the Department in the future. 

I also ask that the Department will, in writing, specify the points of 
error ascribed to me as stated in our verbal conver rsation, believing that, 
when the errors are stated in order, they will be less injur ious to me 
than the general ascription of errors without specifying them. I cannot 
believe the President or yourself will do me intentional injustice, and 
yet, as the order now stands, I feel that it is more hurtful to ny repu- 
tation than if the errors were pointed out. 

Respectfully, 
: GID. J. PILLOW. 


OXFORD, MIss., October 10, 1862. 
Hon. GEORGE W. RANDOLPH, — 
Secretary of War: 

Having made up my mind to retire from the service unless a recon- 
sideration of its action by the Government shall cause a correction of 
those acts considered unjust towards me, I consider it respectful to the 
(sovernment as well as due to my own reputation as a patriot to explain 
the reasons of my determination. In doing so, I may refer to past oc- 
currences, in which the President has felt but little interest, yet, as they 
are truths, they should be known as parts of the history of this war. 

When Tennessee, by her declaration of independence, had separated 
herself from the Lincoln Government, she provided by law for raising 
and arming a force of 55,000 men, and placed me, as the senior major- 
general, in command of this force. When I had organized about 35,000 
of this force, had established shops for the manufacture of cannon and 
small-arms of every description, and had gathered a large amount of 
powder and other material of war, and before a man had been trans- 
ferred to the Confederate service, the President appointed Bishop Polk, 
of Louisiana, a major-general, and assigned him to the command of the 
department which embraced my then field of operations, and instructed 
him to have the Tennessee forces transferred to the Confederate service. 
Subsequently he tendered me the appointment of major-general. That 
I should have felt deeply humiliated at being thus deprived of my com- 
mand, reduced in rank, and placed under the orders of a priest, who had 
devoted his life to religious pursuits and had no experience in the field 
as a military man, ought not to excite surprise. That this injustice 
should have been done by a fellow-soldier of the Mexican war, for whom 
I had always cberished a warm friendship and for whom I had a high 
admiration, neither diminished my surprise hor mortification. From a 
sense of duty to the country (under certain pledges of the major-general), 
I accepted the position. 

Subsequently I fought the battles of Belmont and Donelson. In both 
of these battles the great inequality of the forces engaged made the 
conflicts most unequal and bloody. In both our arms were victorious. 
In the battle of Donelson the forces commanded by inyself fought with 
brilliant success and with a gallantry never surpassed. Had General. 
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Buckner’s command been equally successful we would have destroyed 
the enemy’s army of 30,000 men. But unfortunately, by his failure in 
the assault on the Wynn’s Ferry road battery, and permitting the enemy 
after tlle main battle had been won to take possession of a portion of 
his rifle pits, the position we occupied became untenable, and having 
reinvested us with 40,000 troops, half of which were fresh, Generals 
Floyd and Buckner were of opinion that the army could not be saved, 
and that capitulation was all that was left us. In this opinion I differed 
with them. I believed we could cut our way through the enemy’s new 
line and insisted that it was our duty todo so. But not being sustained 
in these views, and regarding their decision, approved as 1t Was by Gen- 
eral Floyd (the senior general present), as equivalent to a military order 
of that commander, I felt constrained to acquiesce in what I could not 
prevent. | 

In pursuance of this decision General Floyd devolved the command 
upon General Buckner, who surrendered it accordingly. It is proper 
here to state that I refused to receive the command for the purpose of 
capitulation. It appeared afterwards, from the Presidents special mes- 
sage to Congress, that he was surprised and offended at the surrender, 
and by his orders General Floyd and inyself were suspended from com- 
mand. Believing the President had acted under a misapprehension of 
my position, I took the sworn testimonials of five officers present, all of 
whom proved that I opposed the surrender, and early in April I laid it 
before the Government, and asked to be relieved from the order of sus- 
pension. This was not done. On the contrary, I was held suspended 
{or nearly six months and until General Buckner’s release. When bis 
report [was] received by the Government the order of suspension was 
removed, but in the order relieving ne from suspension it is recited: 

It is impossible to acquit Maj. Gen. G. J. Pillow of grave errors of Judgment in the 
military operaticus which resulted in the surrender of the army at Donelson, but 
there being no reason to question his courage or loyalty, the order of suspension is 
removed, and he will report to General Bragg for orders. 

From this order it appears that the President was of opinion that the 
surrender of the army was caused by my grave errors of judgment. I 
was conscious of the commission of no errors. None were specified in 
the order. To enable me to guard against like errors in the future it 
was essential that I should understand what were the errors of judg- 
ment ascribed tome. For the purpose of having this explanation of 
the order I visited Richmond, and in a personal interview with the 
President and yourself I asked for this explanation. In reply, the first 
error specified was that it was my duty—notwithstanding the decision 
ot Generals Floyd and Buckner that the command must be surren- 
derec---to have taken command and fought it out, if that was practi- 
cable, or have surrendered the command and myself with it. LI accepted 
this decision of the President as the law of the case, though I had 
thought I would have subjected myself to arrest for insubordination 
had. I taken that course. I then asked what other error I had com- 
mitted. The answer was that it appeared from General Buckner’s 
reports that, after we had driven the enemy from our front to the right 
of our position, he was in position to protect the retreat of the army 
towards Charlotte, and that ny order calling off the pursuit and ordering 
it back into our works defeated this retreat. In reply to this I stated 
that this was a new point; that I had never heard of it before as offen- 
sive to the Government; that it was founded on a total misapprehension 
of the order I had given and of the condition of the army. I stated 
that we fought the battle of February 15 to cut up the investing force 
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before the fresh force of 20,000, which arrived at the. gunboat landing 
on the evening of the 14th, "could be got into position, with the view of 
opening our communications with Charlotte and N fashville, and intend- 
ing ultimately to avail ourselves of a successful issue of the battle to 
retire from the post. All parties regarded the issue as more or less 
doubtful. We knew we should have a desperate fight; but we made no 
preparation before going into the battle for retreating from the battle- 
field. No suggestion or proposition was ever made that we should do 
so, and all that was determined upon in the conference on the night of 
February 14 was that we would give the investing force battle next 
morning. We could not have gone into such a fight with the men — 
‘loaded down with blankets, knapsacks, and six day 3” rations, and with- 
out these the march over 60 miles of extremely broken and poor country, 
covered with snow and sleet 4 inches deep, could not have been made. 
We had left all of our field artillery within our works, because we could 
not use it on a battle-field covered over with a thick undergrowth of 
black-jack bushes. We could not have commenced a retreat before the 
enemy’s large force of cavalry and artillery without artillery to protect 
our rear. 

We had fought the battle, leaving the three companies of artillery in 
the river batteries, with two regiments of infantry as a supporting force. 
We had left Heiman’s brigade of four regiments in its position in the 
line of works to protect the right flank of General Buckner’s force when: 
he should attack the enemy’s ‘position on the Wynn’s Ferry road. All 
these forces were left within our works, without orders or a knowledge 
that we contemplated a retreat from the battle-field. 

Again, when the army had been engaged in a close and bloody fight 
for seven and a half hours, every officer of experience in the field knows 
that regiments and brigades are broken and mixed and more or less 
scattered over the field. To have attempted a retreat from the battle- 
field under such circumstances, and without reformation and in compact 
order, would have resulted, if pursued, in a massacre of the command. 
All these circumstances [ stated as ‘showing that the statement in 
General Buckner’s reports was founded in error on his part as to our 
intention to retreat from the battle-field. If such was then his under- 
standing he would certainly have reported himself to me as ready to 
commence the retreat, which he never did; and when we were engaged 
on the night of the 15th (after the battle) in ‘making a:rangements for the 
retreat, then we called together all the commanders of companies, regi- 
ments, "and brigades, of every arm of the Service; gave orders for the 
retreat; assigned to the different corps their respective positions ; gave 
orders for the whole command to have their blankets, knapsacks, new 
supply of ammunition, and five days’ rations, and directed General Buck- 
ner (then nearest the position of the enemy) to protect the rear of the 
army in the retreat. General Buckner, after so great a lapse of time, 
evidently has his memory confused as to what was determined upon on 
the night of the 15th, confounding them with events and purposes enter- 
tained on the night of February 14. 

I further said that as this point was a new one, suggested for the first 
time in General Buckner’s report, if would have been but fair to give 
me notice of the point and an opportunity of explanation before my con- 
duct was condemned; that my object in giving the order was to avoid 
a conflict with the enemy’s fresh force of 20,000 men, which, in our then 
exhausted condition, I knew we could not withstand ; that the moment 
the reasons of the order were explained to General Floyd he revoked 
his own order, approved of mine, and directed General Buckner to re- 
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turn as promptly as possible to his position in the rifle pits. The neces. 
sity of this order is proved beyond all question by the result which 
quickly followed, for eetore General Buckner got back to his position he 
found the enemy advancing rapidly upon and into some of them, and 
he actually made so firm a lodgment into those on his right that he could 
not be dislodged. I further said that I was satisfied that Major Gilmer 
and General Floyd would sustain me in this view ot the order imputed 
to me as error of judgment. 

Before leaving Richmond I saw Major Gilmer, had a full conversation 
with him, and ascertained that his recollection and opinions fully sus- 
tained mine on this whole subject. I then addressed an official com- 
Inunication to you, referring you to the original and supplemental reports 
ot Major Gilmer as sustaining me on the “point, and requested that the 
specifications of error might “remain open for further information. To 
this [ have received no reply. General Floyd being in Western Vir- 
ginia, [ could not see him. 

Such, sir, was-the substance of my explanation to yourself and the 
President of the order of mine which you regard as having resulted in 
the surrender of the army; yet my communication addressed to you 
from Richmond remains unnoticed, and I still rest under the censure of 
this order. 

Irom the above history of the operations of the army at Donelson it 
is manifest that the position of peril to which the army was reduced, 
which produced the necessity of its surrender, was caused by General 
Buckner’s unsuccessful attack on the Wynn’s lerry road battery and 
hig failure to hold his rifle pits and by his afterwards advocating the 
necessity of a surrender, and not by any error of judgment on my part; 
and yet in your order I am made to bear all the odium of that measure, 
while he who caused it is held blameless and uncensured. That I should 
feel deeply aggrieved by such treatment at the hands of my Government 
might be expected. Against such injustice I solemnly protest. If the 
Government is determined to shut its eyes to the light of truth, and at 
no time to do me justice, it is time for ine to retire. 

Again, after being solong held suspended I was ordered to report to 
General Bragg for ‘orders. He ordered me by telegram to report tu 
General Van Dorn, and placed General Buckner in command of the divis. 
ion which General A. S. Johnston had organized for me, and which 
Was under my command when I was suspended. I have twice reported 
to General Van Dorn, and yet I have no command now after the lapse 
of about a month. The Secretary of War has been informed by tele- 
gram of the state of facts. I have applied for permission to raise a new 
command of war volunteers or to take ten regiments of skeleton re- 
turned volunteers and fill them up, but have failed to get any tavorable 
response. 

Believing now that I am the victim of injustice; that my past serv- 
ices are not and never will be appreciated; being without command 
after every effort on my part to procure one, and believing that Il can 
render the country no service, [ am forced to the conclusion that it is 
my duty to retire from the service. Yet I have determined to make the 
very last effort at vindication and to procure a command before retiring’ 
finally from the service. 

I need not say that the promotion of my juniors in rank, who, when 
promoted had tought no battle, had no experience in high command and 
little of any sort, taken from the very forces organized by myself as a 
part of the Army of Tennessee, of which I was the commander—promo- 
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tions made over me while I was suspended under an unjust order—adds 
additional poignancy to other acts of injustice I have sustained. 

I am the more induced to hesitate in taking fing] action from personal 
considerations affecting my family. My whole fortune, large as it was, 
has been swept away by the enemy. In evacuating my portion of Ten- 
nessee the enemy took away my negro property from that State also. 
The policy of my own Government induced it to burn all my cotton. In 
this way I am reduced to poverty, with a large and dependent family of 
grown-up and unmarried daughters on my hands. While I see no means 
of supporting my family in the future, I am, on the other hand, doubly 
important to them. In addition to this source of embarrassment my 
taxes for the present year were assessed on ny whole estate, and amount 
to some $5,000. This sum I have no means of paying, and my lands will 
be sacrificed to pay this sum unless the Government make me advances 
on the cotton burned. The consideration of these matters dces not prop- 
erly belong to official communications, but yet are proper to be made 
known to the Government, as having their influence on the course I feel 
constrained to inform you I am about to take. 

Protesting, as I solemnly do, against the injustice of this last order of 
the Government (explained above), and claiming a right that this my 
protest shall be filed on record in its archives, and having no command 
after a month’s delay waiting for one, I now inform the Government that 
I shall proceed to my residence in Tennessee and there await the action 
and orders of the Government upon this communication. It 1s proper 
to state likewise that I never expect to take further part in this strug- 
ele unless upon a review of its own action in regard to myself it shall 
do me full justice. If satisfied no such action on its part will be taken, 
I shall, of course, promptly forward my resignation. 

I transmit this by Major Cheatam, who will bring to me your reply. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A,, 
Richmond, Va.,; October 21, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. GIDEON J. PILLOW: 

GENERAL: I have received and carefully considered your letter of 
the 10th instant, and am constrained to say that I find in it nothing in 
reference to the operations at Fort Donelson which you had not already 
communicated in conversation, except the statement, now for the first 
time made, that “the necessity for the surrender was caused by Gen- 
eral Buckner’s unsuccessful attack on the Wynn’s Ferry road battery 
and his failure to hold his rifle pits.” 

Declining to enter into this new point of controversy between General 
Buckner and yourself, I find nothing in the letter to change my opinion 
of your conduct at Fort Donelson or to render it proper that the order 
of which you complain should be rescinded. Neither do I find in the 
report of Colonel Gilmer any confirmation of your opinions. His sup- 
plemental report, if made, has not been laid before me. Should it sat- 
isfy me that I have done you injustice, I need not assure you, general, 
that it will give me great pleasure to repair it. 

I have not received your application “ to raise a new command of war 
volunteers or to take ten regiments of skeleton returned volunteers and 
fill themup”; but the conscript act would hinder you from raising a new 
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command, and the disposition already made of the returned prisoners 
renders it impossible to place ten regiments of them at your disposal. 
I regret to hear of your losses, and have expressed my sense of your 
courage and patriotism; but, as you rightly remark, the question of 
indemnifying you for the sacrifices of property cannot find a place in 
this correspondence. It only remains for me to say that, entertaining 
the opinion expressed in the order of which you complain, I cannot 
rescind it; and since you make your retirement from service the only 
alternative, your resignation is accepted. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of War. 


MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN., November 8, 1862. 


Hon. GEORGE W. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of War: 


Your communication of October 21 is received. I have not resigned. 
In my letter of October 10, to which yours is in reply, I used the follow- 
ing language: 

Believing now that I am the victim of injustice; that my past services are not and 
never wiil be appreciated; being without command after ev ery effort on my part to 
procure one, and believing that I can render the country no service, I am forced to 
the conclusion that it is my duty to retire from the service. Yet I have determined 
to make the very last effort at vindication and to procure a command before retiring 
finally from the service. 


Again, I said in that letter: 


Protesting, as I solemnly do, against the injustice of this last order of the Govern- 
ment (explained above), and claiming a right that this my protest shall be filed on 
record in its archives, and having no command after a month’s delay waiting for one, 
I now inform the Government that I shall proceed to my residence in Tennessee and 
there await the action and orders of the Government upon this communication. It is 
proper to state likewise that I never expect to take further part in this struggle unless 
upon a review of its own action in regard to myself it shall do me full justice. If 
satisfied no such action on its part will be taken, J shall, of course, promptly forward 
my resignation. 


By no popular or legal interpretation can this language be construed 
into resignation nor was it so intended. The language used, “ will 
forward my resignation,” expressly negatives and excludes the infer- 
ence that there was a resignation. By it my future course was made 
to depend upon my conviction that justice would not be done me by the 
Government. Upon this subject my mind is not satisfied. 

The ‘grave error of judgment” imputed to me is that it was deter- 
mined in council of February 14, 1862—for no other council was held 
before the battle—that the army should cut its way through the enemy’s 
line of investment and retreat from the battle-field, and that, in contra- 
vention of this purpose, when we had driven the enemy from his posi- 
tion in the battle of February 15 I ordered the pursuit discontinued 
and our works reoccupied. The only evidence of this as an error is 
found in a paragraph of General Buckner’s report, in which he treats 
the order as defeating the retreat. My reply has been and is that Gen- 
eral Buckner is in error in stating that any purpose was ever determined 
upon in council or ordered elsewhere previously to the battle to retreat 
from the battle-field; that my order was made to avoid collision with a 
large, fresh force of ‘the enemy, which in our then condition we could 
not have withstood, and that a retreat at that time was impracticable ; 
that General Floyd, my senior in command, approved and adopted my 
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order, and repeated it to General Buckner as his own before it was 
executed, as is distinctly stated in General Buckner’s report. In proof 
of the correctness of this explanation and of the necessity of my order 
I refer to Colonel Gilmer’s supplemental report. I learn with surprise | 
from your communication of October 21 that his supplemental report 
was not filed, or, if filed, was not laid before you. When last in Rich- 
mond, upon my written application you made an order directing him to 
make a supplemental report upon the points under consideration. He 
being on duty in that city, I had a right, after the lapse of a month, to 
suppose that document was on file in the Department and was before 
you. I find, however, in your dispatch of October 21 this sentence: 

His (Colonel Gilmer’s) supplemental report, if made, has not been Jaid before me. 
Should it satisfy me that I have done you i:justice, I need not assure you, generai, 
that it will give me great pleasure to repair it. 

From this it is manifest that no proof, other than the circumstances 
given by me in explanation, was before the Department when your 
letter of October 21 was written. 

Having it in my power to place before you proofs which I am per- 
suaded will be satisfactory, I shall cause to be laid before you as 
promptly as possible, in the shape of supplemental reports, official state- 
ments ot Brig. Gens. B. R. Johnson and Forrest, and Colonel Gilmer. 
They will accompany this communication, except Colonel Gilmer’s report, 
which as early as possible I sball cause to be laid before you. 

The labors I have performed in behalf of the cause in which we are 
engaged, and the sacrifices I have endured, prove my devotion, and 
should satisfy the President that I did not desire to quit the service 
until we had achieved the independence of the country; but I have felt 
and still feel deeply aggrieved by the order of the Government, know- 
ing that it is founded in error and is unjust. Until the merits of the 
ease shall have been passed upon by the President with these proofs 
before him (however indifferent I feel about the position I hold), I can- 
not and never contemplated retiring. Holding myself subject to the 
orders of the Government and in communication with Major-General 
Breckinridge’s headquarters, I shall await its action. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


Brief of General Pillow for the Secretary of War. 


A preliminary question for consideration is, was my letter of October 
10 a resignation in fact or inlaw? I deny that itis. This will be set- 
tled by the letter itself. Ifthe letter was not a resignation, should not 
the letter of the honorable Secretary of October 21 be withdrawn ? 

The order complained of as unjust is in the following language, viz: 

* * * Jt is impossible to acquit Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow of grave errors in the 
military operation of the army at Donelson, resulting in its surrender. 

In reply to my application for an explanation and specification of the 
errors ascribed to me, it is said that my order calling off the pursuit (after 
the main battle of February 15 had been fought, and ordering the reoc- 
cupation of our works) defeated the previously-settled determination of 
a council of general officers, held on the night of February 16, to retreat 
from the battle-field on February 15, and was a grave error of judgment. 
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In the first place, I deny that my order was in contravention of any 
previously-settled purpose of the council of general officers held on the 
night of February 14. I deny that it was ever determined or even pro- 
posed in the council of the night of the 14th to retreat from the battle- 
field or to abandon the works. In that, council we determined to give 
the enemy battle on the next day (15th), and we settled the plans of 
battle, nothing else. Our purpose was to cut up the enemy’s investing 
forces before his fresh troops could get in position, thus deteating his 
designs upon our position and opening our communications, and intend- 
ing afterwards to be governed by circumstances. We all believed we 
would ultimately be forced to retire from the position, then invested by 
a force of 30,000 men, threatened with a fresh force of 20,000; but it was 
likewise believed that if we were completely successful in the sally we 
might hold the position for a time and save the vast interests known to 
depend upon our doing so. 

In proof of the correctness of this position I refer to the supplemental 
reports of Brig. Gens. B. R. Johnson and Forrest and Colonel Gilmer. 
I maintain, therefore, that my order calling off the pursuit was not in 
contravention of any purpose previously settled by the council of gen- 
eral officers before the battle and was not a grave error of judgment. 

Secondly, no retreat of the army was defeated by the order, for none 
had been resolved upon, and at that time a successful retreat from the 
battle-field could not have been made. I maintain that the order was. 
necessary and proper, and was the only means of avoiding an imme- 
diate conflict with a vastly superior force of fresh troops, which in our 
then condition we could not have withstood. 

We had fought seven and a half hours a force of three to one. We 
had pursued the retreating foe nearly 3 miles and to within 3 miles of 
the gunboat landing, and until we met and had a severe conflict with 
the advance of his fresh troops, under General C.F. Smith. These facts 
all appear in General Buckner’s report as well as in my own. 

My own command (full two-thirds of the army in the fight) was out 
of ammunition, and the reports of General Buckner and those of his 
colonels show that his command had but little left. Our artillery was 
left in the works because we could not use it in the field. If we had pur- 
sued the enemy farther, we would have had to contend with his veterans 
and fresh forces combined—fully 40,000 men. With our small and ex- 
hausted command (originally only 10,000 men in the fight), it is obvious 
that we would have been crushed, and perhaps annihilated. 

If we had remained in the open field outside our works long enough 
to have reformed the command, supplied its wants, and brought out our 
artillery and the six regiments lett within, as necessary In ‘their posi- 
tions, the whole force of the enemy would have been precipitated upon 
us before it was possible to have commenced the retreat. 

When fully prepared, it is known to be a most difficult operation for 
an exhausted command to retreat before a superior force; but when the 
retreating force is without ammunition and artillery and the pursuing 
force is fresh, a successful retreat is impossible. 

The proof shows that the weather was intensely cold; that the coun- 
try over which we would have had to pass was destitute of any supplies; 
that we had no artillery at hand ; that my command had neither rations, 
knapsacks, blankets, nor ammunition, and that General Buckner’s had 
an inadequate supply ; that the regiments and brigades were broken, 
mixed, and scattered over the field, as 1S always the case after so long 
and severe a battle. Under such circumstances I maintain that retreat 
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was impracticable, and that my order was necessary and proper, and the 
only means of saving the army from imminent peril of annihilation. 

It was in this most obvious view of the case that General Floyd, who 
had, as he states in his report, ordered the command to remain in the 
open field, countermanded his order, approved, adopted, and issued my 
order as his own, before my order was executed, as is stated by General 
Buckner in his report, at page 102 of the pamphlet. 

To have attempted a retreat without reformation of the command, 
without artillery, without a fresh supply of ammunition (which we 
could only obtain from our works), with one-third of our whole force 
left in the works, and in the face of 20,000 fresh troops, must have 
resulted in the massacre or capture of the command. 

In proof of the facts stated above reference is made to the reports 
already referred to. An additional proof of the necessity of my order 
is seen in the fact stated by General Buckner, that before he got back 
to his rifle pits the enemy had taken possession of a portion of them, 
from which he could not be dislodged. ‘This made it impossible for us 
long to hold the position. Indeed, there remained only one of two 
alternatives, viz, to capitulate or to supply the wants of our army and 
cut our way out on the night of the 15th, which I was in favor of 
attempting. (See statements of Forrest, Burch, and others.) 

In addition to this, I aver that General Buckner never gave me to 
understand, nor did I know, that he expected me to retreat from the 
battle-field ; nor did he report his readiness to do so, or his opinion that 
we ought or could do so, neither did General Floyd say one word to 
me upon that subject. , 

My original reports, at page 35 of the pamphlet, written on February 
18, only three days after the capitulation, sustained the views herein 
expressed as to the purpose we had settled on the night of the 14th 
and as to the impracticability of any other course than the one pursued. 
That the loss of the garrison was a severe misfortune none will pretend 
to deny. ‘hat loss was the result of the investment by vastly superior 
numbers. We all saw our danger, and the battle of the 15th in the 
open field proves it was given for the express purpose of relieving us; 
but yet, in view of the disastrous consequences to the country of the 
fall of the position, we felt our duty (as General Johnston instructed the 
undersigned) to hold the position as long as was possible. I was then 
and am now clear in the conviction that we could not have retreated 
from the battle-field. Ifthe army could have been saved, as I believed 
it could, it was on the night of February 15 and morning of the 16th. 
None of these proofs were before the Government when the order com- 
plained of was issued. I had no notice of the points made in General 
Buckner’s report until the order had issued, and as I then had no 
opportunity of explanation, I trust the Government will pardon the 
length of these remarks, submitted in the shape of a brief of the facts. 
Trusting that the President will be satisfied, from the proofs now pre- 
sented, that the order does me injustice, I cheerfully submit the case to 
his judgment and sense of right. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 


Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


Norrt.—See Colonel Gilmer’s original report, pages 167 and 168 
[p. 263], for a clear statement of what was determined upon the night 


ot February 14. 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 
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SPECIAL aaa ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 289 hichmond, December 10, 1862. 


On review of the communication of Brig. Cn G. J. Pillow, con- 
Strued as a tender of his resignation and acted on by its acceptance, 
but not, as General Pillow contends, so intended or correctly interpreted, 
the order accepting his resignation is revoked, and he will be regarded 
as having never surrendered his commission. He will report to Gen- 
eral Joseph E. Johnston for duty. 

By command of Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, | 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
Brigadier-General PILLOW, Richmond. 


MARIETTA, GA., October 1, 1863. 
His Excellency President DAVIS: 


Str: In addressing you this unofficial letter, calling your attention 
to a matter of personal interest to myself, I simply appeal to your sense 
of justice, as the Commander-in-Chief of the Army, in the only way I 
can communicate personally with you. 

I do not.believe, I cannot believe, you capable of intentional injustice 
to any man or officer, much less to one who has been your personal and 
political friend for the last fifteen years. Yet, as matters now stand, I 
feel that great injustice has been done me, and that you alone have the 
power of correction. I allude to the order of the Secretary of War, My. 
Randolph, in regard to the operations of the army at Fort Donelson. 
Without intending any reflection upon Mr. Randolph, it is nevertheless 
not improper to inform you that he was my personal enemy, growing out 
of my controversy with General Scott, in which Mr. N. P. Trist (Mr. 
Randolph’s brother-in-law) was a chief witness. I think it the more 
necessary to give this information because you mentioned in my pres- 
ence to Mr. Randolph that you had not seen the order until in that 
interview. 

Knowing the view you took of the operations of the army at that 
place, upon the then existing state of the case as it appeared in the. 
record (the Secretary’s order having been based entirely on the report of 
General Buckner, in which I know he had fallen into error), I have since 
taken the testimony of General B. R. Johnson, General Forrest, and 
Colonel Gilmer, all of whom testify that, in the then condition of our army 
and in the face of General C. F. Smith’s fresh force of 20,000 men, a 
successful retreat of our army was impracticable, and that no previous 
determination to retreat from the battle-field had been determined upon 
or even suggested. 

I have also taken the sworn testimony of four other witnesses, to wit: 
Captain Hinson, Dr. Moore, Captain Newberry, and Lieutenant Hollis- 
ter, all of whom testify that the enemy had not reinvested our position or 
army on the night of the 15th February, as was then supposed, and 
never did reinvest, and that the army was surrendered under a delusion, 
and that our army could have marched out on the night of the 15th or 
morning of the 16th February without any obstacle or opposition. If 
these facts be so, and they are fully so proved by the most indisputable 
testimony, it follows as a necessary consequence that I was right in not 
attempting to retreat when it was impracticable on the 15th, and that 
the error was committed by the officers who refused to march out on 
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the night of the 15th, when we could have done so without risk or ob- 
stacle. Upon this point I inclose you the statement of Brig. Gen. W. 
A. Quarles, recently furnished me, having just met him for the first 
time since we separated at Donelson. 

All this testimony is on file in the War Office, but has never, I pre- 
sume, been laid before you. When I last saw you in Richmond, in No- 
vember last, you told me you had not seen any of the testimony, but you 
assured me, a8 soon as your public duties would permit, after your return 
from your western tour, you would take the case up, examine it, and 
‘-would do me justice.” Under this assurance I have been content to 
work on in the humble position to which I have been assigned, never 
doubting but that you would utimately do me justice. To my letters 
to the Secretary of War I have received no answer; my communications 
transmitting the proofs above adverted to were not even acknowledged. 

Iam therefore driven to the necessity of addressing you privately and 
unofficially, appealing to your sense of justice, or of resting forever 
under the censure implied by the order of Secretary Randolph, while 
the proof on file, but which you have not seen, fully vindicates me 
against the very error ascribed to me as causing the sacrifice of that 
army. My position is rendered more painful from the conviction rest- 
ing upon the minds of my friends, who know the truth of the case, and — 
of that of the public, resulting from the fact that I have never been 
promoted while all others who ‘fought under me have been. They very 
naturally suppose that there is something else in my conduct which 
your judgment condemns as much more criminal than even the error _ 
ascribed to me in the order. 

Under these circumstances I feel well assured, from my knowledge of 
vour character, that you will pardon the liberty which, as a citizen, I take 
of calling your attention to the case of an injured cfiicer and earnestly 
asking your attention to the case. If you will take up the case and 
examine the proof I will cheerfwly submit to your own sense of right 
and justice. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your friend and obedient servant, 
GID. J. PILLOW. 


MARIETTA, GA., October 3, 1863. 
His Excellency President DAVIS: 
Having found the original letter or statement of General Quarles, 
I herewith forward it. You will perceive an error in the copy I sent 
you, the copy using the word “partially” instead of “ positively” in 
regard to the determination to surrender the command. 
‘With assurances of my continued friendship, I am, your obedient 


servant, 
GID. J. PILLOW. 
[Inclosure.] 


Col. W. A. Quarles’ statement of facts relative to Fort Donelson. 


MARIETTA, GA., August 1, 1863. 
General GIDEON J. PILLOW: 
In accordance with your request I make the following statement of 
a conversation with you on the morning of the day of the surrender of 
the troops at Fort Donelson: 
I called at the general headquarters for orders, and while there heard 
that we were about to be surrendered. 
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I immediately approached you and asked you if it was true You 
replied it was. I then asked you if there was no possible way to pre- 
vent it and fight out. Your reply was, “ No; I have fought against the 
surrender in the council, but my senior and junior in command overrule 
me. I can do nothing; I am powerless; the surrender has been posi- 
tively determined on; had I my way I would fight the troops; I believe 
I could get them out.” Your words are impressed upon my memory, 
and I think I give your very language. 

I am, general, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
W. A. QUARLES, 
Colonel Forty-second Tennessee Regiment. 


This conversation was before the flag of truce was sent out. 





No. 52. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Simon B. Buckner, C. 8S. Army, commanding divis- 
ion, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS CUMBERLAND ARMY, 
Dover, Tenn., February 18, 1862. 

Sir: It becomes my duty to report that the remains of this army, 
after winning some brilliant successes both in repulsing the assaults of 
the enemy and in sallying successfully through their lines, have been 
reduced to the necessity of a surrender. 

At the earliest practicable day I will send a detailed report of its 
operations. I can only say now that, after the battle of the 15th instant 
had beeu won and my division of the army was being established in 
position to cover the retreat of the army, the plan of battle seemed to 
have been changed and the troops were ordered back to the trenches. 
Before my own division returned to their works on the extreme right 
the lines were assailed at that point and my extreme right was occu- 
pied by a large force of the enemy, but I successfully repelled their 
further assaults. 

It was the purpose of General Floyd to effect the retreat of the army 
over the ground which had been won in the morning, and the troops 
moved from their works with that view; but before any movement for 
that purpose was organized a reconnaissance showed that the ground 
was occupied by the enemy in great strength. General Iloyd then de- 
terinined to retreat across the river wiih such force as could escape; but 
as there were no boats until nearly daylight on the 16th, he left with 
some regiments of Virginia troops about daylight, and was accompanied 
by Brigadier-General Pillow. 

I was thus left in command of the remnant of the army, which had 
been placed in movement for a retreat which was discovered to be im- 
practicable. My men were in a state of complete exhaustion from ex- 
treme suffering from cold and fatigue. The supply of ammunition, 
especially for the artillery, was being rapidly exhausted; the army was 
to a great extent demoralized by the retrograde movement. On being 
placed in command I ordered such troops as could not cross the river 
to return to their intrenchments, to make at the last moment such re- 
sistance as was possible to the overwhelming force of the enemy. But 
a small portion of the forces had returned to the lines when I received 
from General Grant a reply to my proposal to negotiate for terms of 
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surrender. To have refused his terms would, in the condition of the 
army at that time, have led to the massacre of my troops without any 
advantage resulting from the sacrifice. I therefore felt it my highest 
duty to these brave | men, whose conduct had been so brilliant and whose 
sufierings had been so intense, to accept the ungenerous terms proposed 
by the Iederal commander, who overcame us solely by overwhelming 
superiority of numbers. This army is accordingly prisoners of war, 
the officers retaining their side-arms and private property and the sol- 
diers their clothing and blankets.: I regret to state, however, that, not- 
withstanding the earnest efforts of General Grant and many of his offi- 
cers to prevent it, our camps have been a scene of almost indiscriminate 
pillage by the Federal troops. 
In conclusion, { request, at the earliest time practicable, a court of 
inquiry, to examine into the causes of the surrender of this army. 
J am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. B. BU CKNER, 
Brigadier-General, C. 8. Army Yy. 
Col. W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Nashville, Tenn. 


Cee 


RICHMOND, VA., August 11, 1862. 


Sir: I have the honor to make the fallow nomenon: of the pperitions 
of that portion of the Second Division of the Central Army of Ken- 
tucky which was detached from Bowling Green and Russellville, Ky., to 
aid in the defense of Fort Donelson and the village of Dover, on the 
Cumberland River, Tenn. : 

By the courtesy of Brig. Gen. Grant, U. 8S. Army, I was permitted to. 
transmit to Clarksville, Tenn., a brief report of the surrender of Fort 
Donelson, but, as I now learn it never reached the headquarters of Gen- 
eral A. 8. Johnston, I transmit herewith a copy. 

I have been prevented from making an early report by the refusal of 
the Iederal authorities during my imprisonment either to permit me 
to make a report or to receive the report of subordinate commanders. 
Such, indeed, was the discourtesy of the Federal War Department that, 
though kept in solitary confinement during my luprisonment and pre. 
vented from holding communications with any of my fellow-prisoners, a 
request on my part to be informed of the cause of a proceeding so un- 
usual amongst nations pretending to follow the rules of civilized war- 
fare failed to elicit a response. 

On Iebruary 11 ultimo Brigadier-General Floyd had resolved to con- 
centrate his division and my own at Cumberland City, with a view of 
operating from some point on the railway west of that position in the 
direction of Fort Donelson or Fort Henry, thus maintaining his com- 
munications with Nashville by the way of Charlotte. 

I reached Fort Donelson on the night of February 11, with orders 
from General Floyd to direct General Pillow to send back at once to 
Cumberland City the troops which had been designated. 

Before leaving Clarksville I had, by authority of General Floyd, 
ordered Scott’s regiment of Louisiana cavalry to operate on the north 
side of the Cumberland River, in the direction of Fort Donelson, with 
a view to prevent the establishment of any of the enemy’s field batter- 
ies which might interfere with our transports. General Pillow declined 
to execute the order of which I was the bearer until he should have a 
personal interview with General Floyd. 
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Accordingly on the morning of the 12th he left me temporarily in com- 
mand and proceeded himself in a steamer to Cumberland City. Before 
leaving he informed me that he had directed a reconnaissance to be 
made by Colonel Forrest’s cavalry, with instructions in no event to 
bring on an engagement should the enemy approach in force. 

General Pillow left me under the impression that he did not expect 
an immediate advance of the enemy, and regarded their approach from 
the direction of Fort Henry asimpracticable. During the morning For- 
rest reported the enemy advancing in force, with the view of envelop- 
ing our line of defense, and for a time he was engaged with his usual 
gallantry in heavy skirmishing with them, at one time driving one of 
their battalions back upon their artillery. 

About noon General Pillow returned and resumed command, it hav- 
ing been determined to re-enforce the garrison with the remaining troops 
from Cumberland City and Clarksville. 

The defenses were in a very imperfect condition. The space to be 
defended by the army was quadrangular in shape, being limited on the 
north by the Cumberland River, on the east and west by small streams 
now converted into deep sloughs by the high water, and on the south by 
our line of defense. The river line exceeded amile in length. The line 
ot defense was about two miles and a half long, and its distance from the 
river varied from one-fourth to three-fourths of a mile. The line of in- 
trenchments consisted of a few logs rolled together and but slightly 
covered with earth, forming an insufficient protection even against field 
artillery. 

Not more than one-third of the line was completed on the morning of 
the 12th. It had been located under the direction of that able engineer 
officer Major Gilmer near the crests of a series of ridges, which sloped 
backwards to the river, and were again commanded in several places by 
other ridges at a still greater distance from the river. This chain of 
heights was intersected by deep valleys and ravines, which materially 
interfered with communications between different parts of -the line. 
Between the village of Dover and the water batteries a broad and deep 
valley, extending directly back from the river and flooded by the high 
water, intersected the quadrangular area occupied by the army and 
almost completely isolated the right wing. That part of the line which 
covered the land approach to the water batteries, and constituted our 
right wing, was assigned to me, with a portion of my division, con- 
sisting of the Third or Col. John C. Brown’s brigade, which was com- 
posed of the Third Tennessee Volunteers (which was Colonel Brown’s 
regiment); Kighteenth Tennessee Regiment, Col. Jos. B. Palmer; Thirty- 
second Tennessee Regiment, Colonel [E. C.] Cook; half of Colonel 
Baidwin’s Second Brigade (temporarily attached to Colonel Brown’s); 
Second Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, Col. R. W. Hanson; Fourteenth 
Mississippi Volunteers, Major [W. L.] Doss; Forty-first Tennessee Vol- 
unteers, Colonel [Robert] Farquharson; Porter’s battery of six field 
pieces, and Graves’ battery of six field pieces. 

The remaining regiments of Baldwin’s brigade, the Twenty-sixth Ten- 
nessee Volunteers, Colonel [John M.] Lillard, and the Twenty-sixth Mis- 
sissippi Volunteers, Colonel [A. E.] Reynolds, together with the brigade 
commander, were detached from my command by Brigadier-General 
Pillow, aud assigned a position on the left of the line of intrenchments. 

The work on my lines was prosecuted with energy and was urged 
forward as rapidly as the limited number of tools would permit, so that 
by the morning of the 13th my position was in a respectable state of 
defense. 
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My disposition of the troops was as follows: 

Hanson’s regiment on the extreme right; Palmer’s regiment, with 
its reserve, in position to re-enforce Hanson; Porter’s battery occupying 
the advanced salient, sweeping the road which led to the front, and 
flanking the intrenchments both to the right and to the left. The 
reserve of the Fourteenth Mississippi was held as its support. Brown’s, 
Cook’s, and I‘arquharson’s regiments were on the left. Graves’ battery 
occupied a position near the extreme left of the intrenchments on the 
declivity of the hill, whence it swept the valley with its fire and flanked 
the position of Colonel Heiman to the east of the valley. 

From three to five companies of each regiment were deployed as 
Skirmishers in the rifle pits. The other companies of each regiment 
were massed in columns, sheltered from the enemy’s fire behind the 
irregularities of the ground, and held in convenient positions to re- 
enforce any portion of the line that might be seriously threatened. 

No serious demonstration was made on our lines on the 12th. 

Early on the morning of the 13th a column of the enemy’s infantry, 
which was apparently forming to move down the valley between my 
left and Heiman’s right, was driven back by a few well-directed shots 
from Graves’ battery. 

About 10 o’clock in the morning the enemy made a vigorous attack 
upon Hanson’s position, but was repulsed with heavy loss. The attack 
was subsequently renewed by three heavy regiments, but was again 
repulsed by the Second Kentucky Regiment, aided by a part of the 
Eighteenth Tennessee. In both these affairs, and also in a third re- 
pulse of the enemy from the same position, Porter’s battery played a 
conspicuous part. 

About 11 o’clock a strong attack was made on Colonel Heiman’s posi- 
tion beyond my left. A well-directed fire from Graves’ battery upon the 
flank of the assaulting column materially contributed to repulse the ene- 
my with heavy loss. 

The fire of the enemy’s artillery and riflemen was incessant through- 
out the day, but was responded to by a well-directed fire from the in- 
trenchments, which inflicted upon the assailant considerable loss and, 
almost silenced his fire late in the afternoon. 

On the preceding night General Floyd had arrived and assumed com- 
mand of all the troops, and during the morning visited and inspected 
my lines. My loss during the day was 39 in killed and wounded. 

The enemy were comparatively quiet in front of my position during 
the 14th. On the morning of that day I was summoned to a council 
of general oflicers, in which it was decided unaniinously, in view of the 
arrival of heavy re-enforcements of the enemy below, to make an imme- 
diate attack upon their right, in order to open our communications with 
Charlotte, in the direction of Nashville. It was urged that this attack 
should be made at once, before the disembarkation of the enemy’s 
re-enforcements, supposed to be about 15,000 men. I proposed, with 
my division, to cover the retreat of the army should the sortie prove suc- 
cessful. I made the necessary dispositions preparatory to executing the 
movement, but early in the afternoon the order was countermanded by 
General Floyd, at the instance, as I afterwards learned, of General 
Pillow, who, after drawing out his troops for the attack, thought it too 
late for the attempt. 

On the night of the 14th it was unanimously decided, in a council of 
general officers and regimental commanders, to attack the enemy’s right 
at daylight. The object of the attack was to force our way through his 
lines, recover our communications, and effect our retreat upon Nashville 
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by way of Charlotte, Tenn. This movement had become imperatively 
necessary in consequence of the vastly superior and constantly increas- 
ing force of the enemy, who had already completely enveloped our po- 
sition. The general plan was for General Pillow to attack his extreme 
right, and for that portion of my division remaining under my command, 
after being relieved in the rifle pits by Colonel Head’s regiment, to make 
an attack upon the right of the enemy’s center, and, if successful, to 
take up a position in advance of our works on the Wynn’s Ferry road, 
to cover the retreat of the whole army, after which my division was to 
act as the rear guard. 

On Saturday morning, the 15th, a considerable portion of my division 
was delayed by the non-arrival of Head’s regiment at the appointed 
time, and by the slippery condition of the icy road, which forbade a 
rapid march. My advance regiment, however (the Third Tennessee), 
reached its position by daylight in rear of a portion of the intrench- 
ments which had been occupied by General Pillow’s troops. As no 
guards had been left in this portion of the line, and even a battery was 
left in position without a cannoneer, I deployed the Third Tennessee in 
the rifle pits, to cover the formation of my division as it arrived. The 
regiments were formed partly in line and partly in column, and covered 
from the enemy’s artillery fire by a slight acclivity in front. In the 
mean time the attack on the enemy’s right was made in the most gal- 
lant and determined manner by the division of General Pillow. For the 
progress of that action I refer to the reports of Colonel Baldwin, Colonel 
Gregg, and their subordinate commanders, which have been transmitted 
to me, as the senior officer left with the army. 

In front of my position the enemy had a heavy battery posted on the 
Wynn’s Ferry road, with another battery opposite my left—both sus- 
tained by a heavy infantry force. 

Major Davidson, acting chief of my artillery, established Graves’ bat- 
tery to the left of the Wynw’s Ferry road and opened upon the enemy’s 
batteries a destructive fire. I also directed a portion of the artillery to 
open upon the flank and left rear of the enemy’s infantry, who were 
contesting the advance of General Pillow’s division. In view of the 
heavy duty which I expected my division to undergo in covering the 
retreat of the army, I thought it unadvisable to attempt an assault at 
this time in my front until the enemy’s batteries were to some extent 
crippled and their supports shaken by the fire of my artillery. 

About 9 o’clock General Pillow urged an advance to relieve his forces. 
I accordingly sent forward the Fourteenth Mississippi, Major Doss, 
deployed as skirmishers. At the request of its commander I assigned 
the direction of its movements to Maj. lexander Casseday, of my staff. 
The line of skirmishers was sustained by the Third and Highteenth 
Tennessee. Their line of march unfortunately masked the fire of my 
artillery upon the Wynn’s Terry road, but it continued to play with 
effect upon the force which was opposing General Pillow’s advance. The 
combined attack compelled the enemy to retire, not, however, without 
inflicting upon my troops considerable loss. Under a misapprehension 
of instructions, at a time when my artillery was directed over the heads 
of the advanced troops upon the enemy’s battery, these regiments with- 
drew without panic, but in some confusion, to the trenches, alter the 
enemy’s infantry had been driven a considerable distance from their 
position. 

As the enemy’s line of retreat was along the Wynn’s Ferry road, I 
now organized an | attack farther to my right, up a deep valley, which led 
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from Heiman’s left, in rear of the position occupied by the enemy’s bat- 
teries. 

In order to cover the advance of the infantry column I directed Cap- 
tain Porter, wich his artillerists, to serve Green’s battery, which was 
already in position, and at the same time sent a request to Colonel 
Heiman to direct Maney’s battery to open its fire, while he should deploy 
a line of skirmishers in advance of his position to cover the right of the 
valley. General Pillow was at this time, as I afterwards learned, on 
the heights to my right, occupied by Heiman. Maney’s, Porter’s, and 
Graves’ batteries now opened a cross-fire upon the enemy’s battery and 
position, soon crippling some of his guns and driving their supports, 
while the Third, Kighteenth, and Thirty-second Tennessee Regiments, 
under their brigade commander, Col. John C. Brown, moved steadily 
up the valley, preceded by their skirmishers, who soon became engaged 
with those of the enemy. This movement, combined with the brisk tire 
of three batteries, induced a rapid retreat of the enemy, who abandoned 
a section of his artillery. At the same time my infantry were thus pene- 
trating the enemy’s line of retreat Forrest, with a portion of his cav- 
alry, charged upon their right, while General Pillow’s division, under 
the orders of General B. R. Johnson and Colonel Baldwin, were pressing 
their extreme right about half a mile to the left of this position. 

In this latter movement a section of Graves’ battery participated, 
playing with destructive effect upon the enemy’s left, while about the 
Same time the Second Kentucky, under Colonel Hanson, charged in 
quick-time, as if upon parade, through an open field and under a destrte- 
tive fire, without firing a gun, upon a superior force of the enemy, who 
broke and fled in all directions. A large portion of the enemy’s right 
dispersed through the woods, and made their way, as was afterwards 
learned, to Fort Henry. 

While this movement was going on I conducted one piece of artillery, 
under Captain Graves, along the Wynn’s Ferry road, supported by the 
Fourteenth Mississippi, and sent orders to the residue cf Graves’ bat- 
tery and Porter’s and Jackson’s batteries and Farquharson’s Tennessee 
regiment to follow the movement with rapidity. I also sent to direct 
Hanson’s regiment to rejoin me. The enemy, in his retreat, had now | 
taken up a strong position on the road beyond the point where it crosses 
the valley. I directed the position to be attacked by the Third, Eight- 
eenth, and Thirty-second Tennessee Regiments, the first on the left, 
the others on the right of the road, while Graves’ piece took position 
in the road within 250 or 300 yards of the enemy’s guns. These regi- 
ments, under the immediate command of Colonel Brown, advanced gal- 
lantly to the attack, while Graves’ piece responded with effect to the 
enemy’s artillery. Notwithstanding their vast superiority in numbers, 
the enemy were driven, with very heavy loss, from their position, and 
retreated to the right of Wynn’s Ferry road, leaving it entirely open. 
In this position I awaited the arrival of my artillery and reserves, either 
to continue the pursuit of the enemy or to defend the position I now 
held, in order that the army might pass out on the Forge road, which 
was now completely covered by the position occupied by my division. 
But General Pillow had prevented my artillery from leaving the intrench- 
ments, and had ordered Farquharson not to join me, and also sent me 
reiterated orders to return to my intrenchments on the extreme: right. 
I was in the act of returning to the lines when [ met General Floyd, 
who seemed surprised at the order. At his request to know my opinion 
of the movement I replied that nothing had occurred to change my 
views of the necessity of the evacuation of the post, that the road was 
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open, that the first part of our purpose was fully accomplished, and I 
thought we should at once avail ourselves of the existing opportunity 
to regain our communications. These seemed to be his own views; for 
he directed me to halt my troops and remain in position until he should 
have conversed with General Pillow, who was now within the intrench- 
ments. 

After that consultation he sent me an order to retire within the lines 
and to repair as rapidly as possible to my former position on the extreme 
right, which was in danger of attack. The enemy made no attempt at 
pursuit. J secured the section of artillery which had been captured, 
and covered my retrograde movement by Hanson’s and Farquharson’s 
regiments. My troops were already much exhausted, but returned as 
rapidly as possible, a distance of 2 miles, to their positions. But a 
small portion of my division had reached their position when a division 
of the enemy, under command of General C. F. Smith, assaulted the 
extreme right of my position, falling upon Hanson’s regiment before it 
had reached its rifle pits. This gallant regiment was necessarily thrown 
back in confusion upon the position of the Eighteenth Tennessee. At 
this period I reached that position, and, aided by a number of officers, 
I succeeded in hastily forming a line behind the crest of the hill which 
overlooked the detached works which had been seized by the enemy 
before Hanson had been able to throw his regiment into them. The 
enemy advanced gallantly upon this new position, but was repulsed 
with heavy loss. 1 re-enforced this position by other regiments as they 
successively arrived and by a section of Graves’ battery, while a section 
of Porter’s battery was placed in its former position. During a contest 
of more than two hours the enemy threatened my left with a heavy 
column and made repeated attempts to storm my line on the right, but 
the well-directed fire of Porter’s and Graves’ artillery and the musketry 
fire of the infantry repelled the attempts, and finally drove him to seek 
Shelter behind the works he had taken and amid the irregularities of 
the ground. There was probably no period of the aetion when his force _ 
was not from three to five times the strength of mine. ‘“owards the 
close of the action I was re-enforced by the regiments of Colonels 
Quarles, Sugg, and Bailey. Generals Floyd and Pillow also visited the 
position about the close of the action. 

In a council of general and field officers, held after night, it was unan- 
imously resolved that if the enemy had not reoccupied in strength the 
position in front of General Pillow the army should effect its retreat, 
and orders to assemble the regiments for that purpose were given by 
General Floyd; but as the enemy had late in the afternoon appeared 
in considerable force on the battle-field of the morning, a reconnaissance 
was ordered, I think by General Pillow, under the instructions of Gen- 
eral Floyd. The report of this reconnaissance, made by Colonel Forrest, 
has been fully stated by Generals Floyd and Pillow, and, from what I 
have been able to learn since, I am satisfied the information reported 
was correct. 

Among other incidents showing that the enemy had not only reoccu- 
pied their former ground, but extended their lines still farther to our 
left, is the fact that Overton’s cavalry, following after Forrest’s, was cut 
off from retreat by an infantry force of the enemy at the point where 
Forrest had crossed the stream on the river road. When the informa: 
tion of our reinvestment was reported, General Floyd, General Pillow, 
and myself were the only members of the council present. Both of these 
officers have stated the views of the council, but my recollection of some 
of the incidents narrated differ so materially from that of General Pil- 
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low, that, without intending any reflection upon either of those officers, 
I feel called upon to notice some of the differences of opinion between us. 
Both officers have correctly stated that I regarded the position of the 
army as desperate, and that an attempt to extricate it by another bat- 
tle, in the suffering and exhausted condition of the troops, was almost 
hopeless. The troops had been worn down with watching, with labor, 
with fighting. Many of them were frosted by the intensity of the cold; 
all of them were suffering and exhausted by their incessant labors. 
There had been no regular issue of rations for a number of days and 
scarcely any means of cooking. Their ammunition was nearly expended. 
We were completely invested by a force fully four times the strength 
of our own. In their exhausted condition they could not have made a 
march. An attempt to make a sortie would have been resisted by a 
superior force of fresh troops, and that attempt would have been the 
signal for the fall of the water batteries and the presence of the enemy’s 
gunboats sweeping with the fire at close range the positions of our 
troops, who would thus have been assailed on their front, rear, and right 
flank at the same instant. The result would have been a virtual mas- 
sacre of the troops, more disheartening in its effects than a surrender. 
In this opinion General Floyd coincided, aud I am certain that both 
he and I were convinced that General Pillow agreed with us in opinion. 
General Pillow then asked our opinion as to the practicability of hold- 
ing our position another day. Ireplied that my right was already turned, . 
a portion of my intrenchments in the enemy’s possession—they were in 
position successfully to assail my position and the water batteries—and 
that, with my weakened and exhausted force, I could not successfully 
resist the assault which would be made at daylight by a vastly superior 
force. I further remarked that I understood the principal object of the 
defense of Donelson to be to cover the movement of General A.S. John- 
ston’s army from Bowling Green to Nashville, and that if that move- 
ment was not completed it was my opinion that we should attempt a 
further defense, even at the risk of the destruction of our entire force, 
as the delay even of a few hours might gain the safety of General John- 
ston’s force. General Floyd remarked that General Johnston’s army 
had already reached Nashville. I then expressed the opinion that it 
would be wrong to subject the army to a virtual massacre when no good 
could result from the sacrifice, and that the general officers owed it to 
their men, when further resistance was unavailing, to obtain the best 
terms of capitulation possible for them. General Floyd expressed him- 
self in similar terms, and in his opinion 1 understood General Pillow 
to acquiesce. For reasons which he has stated General Floyd then 
announced his purpose to leave, with such portions of his division as 
could be transported in two small steamers, which were expected about 
daylight. General Pillow, addressing General Floyd, then remarked 
that he thought there were no two persons in the Confederacy whom 
the Yankees ‘would prefer to capture than himself and General Floyd, 
and asked the latter’s opinion as to the propriety of his accompanying 
General Floyd. To this inquiry the latter replied that it was a question 
for every man to decide for himself. General Pillow then addressed the 
inquiry to me, to which I remarked that I could only reply as General 
Floyd had done, that it was a question for every officer to decide tor 
himself, and that in my own case I regarded it as my duty to remain 
with my men and share their fate, whatever it might be. General Pillow 
however, announced his purpose to leave; when General Floyd directed 
me to consider myself in command. I ‘remarked that a capitulation 
would be as bitter to me as it could be to any one, but I regarded it as a 
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necessity of our position, and I could not reconcile it with my sense of 
duty to separate my fortune from those of my command. 

It is due to General Pillow to state that some time after the command 
_had been transferred to me, and while preparations were making for 
his departure, he returned to the room and said to General Floyd and 
myself that he wished it understood that he had thought it would have 
been better to have held the fort another day, in order to await the 
arrival of steamers to transport the troops across the river. I again 
recapitulated my reasons for thinking it impossible to hold our position; 
and, whatever may have been General Pillow’s opinion, he certainly 
impressed me with the belief that he again acquiesced in the necessity 
of a surrender. 

It was now near daylight of Sunday morning, the 16th. I ordered 
the troops back to their positions in intrenchments, and addressed a 
note, a copy of which is inclosed, to the Federal commander, Brig. Gen. 
U.S. Grant. His reply is also transmitted.* When it was received, 
but a small portion of the troops had returned to their lines. .A portion 
of my field guns had been spiked when the troops had been withdrawn 
under General Floyd’s order. The gunners had not yet returned to the 
water batteries. A degree of confusion, amounting almost to a state of 
disorganization, resulting from the knowledge of our position, pervaded 
a considerable portion of the troops. A corps of not less than 15,000 of 
the enemy, with fifteen pieces of artillery, were in position to assault the 
extreme right of the line, which was etfectually turned and the water 
batteries exposed to assault, without the power of resisting the attack. 
At the point most strongly threatened I could not have opposed at the 
time a thousand men. Every road leading from the lines was effect- 
ually closed. Iven the river road, by which the cavalry had left and 
which was impassable by infantry, was closed by a force of the enemy 
within fifteen minutes after Forrest had passed, und Overton’s cavalry 
was forced to return to the lines. The troops were broken down by 
unusual privations. Most of them had labored or fought almost inces- 
santly for a week. From Thursday morning until Saturday night they 
had been almost constantly under fire. From Thursday evening until 
Sunday morning they had suffered intensely in a heavy suow-storm and 
from intense cold, almost without shelter, with insufficient foud, and 
almost without sleep. They bad behaved witha gallantry unsurpassed, 
until the power of further endurance was exhaused. The supply of 
ammunition was very small. | 

The aggregate of the army, never greater than 12,000, was now 
reduced to less than 9,000 men after the departure of General Floyd’s 
brigade. The investing force of the enemy was about 50,000 strong, 
and considerably exceeded that force by the following morning. Under 
these circumstances no alternative was left me but to accept the terms 
demanded by our ungenerous enemy. <A copy of the order of General 
Grant, fixing the terms of surrender, is herewith inclosed. 

Ido not seek to avoid any respons bility which in the judgment of 
the President may attach to my action, which was guided in every in- 
stance by a feeling of duty. My chief wish is that he will find it con- 
sistent with the public interest to permit me still to unite my fortunes 
in the contest for independence with those of the brave men whose gal- 
Jantry I have witnessed, whose dangers and hardships I have shared, 
and in common with whom I have endured the privations of imprison- 
ment among a vindictive and tyrannical foe. 

I cannot close this report without calling special attention to the gal- 


* This correspondence follows Grant’s report, p. 160. 
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lant and able conduct of my brigade commanders, Col. John C. Brown, 
ot the Third Tennessee; William E. Baldwin, of the Fourtcenth Missis- 
sippi, and R. W. Hanson, commanding the Second Kentucky, detached 
from Breckinridge’s Kentucky brigade. 

For the operations of Colonel Baldwin’s troops I refer to his report, 
as he was detached from my command during the siege. But he, as 
well as the other two officers, were conspicuous on every occasion for 
their gallantry and military judgment, and merit the special approbation 
of the Government. | 

Among the regimental commanders, Cols. J. M. Lillard and E. C. 
Cook merit the highest commendation for their gallant bearing and 
the excellent manner in which they handled their regiments. Maj. W. 
L. Doss behaved with marked gallantry. Maj. George B. Cosby, my 
chief of staff, deserves the highest commendation for the gallant and 
intelligent discharge of his duties, and the other members of my staff 
are entitled to my thanks for their gallantry and for the efiicient dis- 
charge of their appropriate duties. Lieuts. Charles I’. Johnson, aide- 
de-camp, and T. J. Clay, acting aide; Majs. Alexander Casseday, acting 
inspector-general, and S. K. Hays, quartermaster; Capt. R. C. Winter- 
smith, commissary of subsistence; Major Davidson, chief of artillery; 
Messrs. J. N. Gallaher, acting aide; Moore, acting topographical officer; 
J. Walker Taylor, commanding a detachment of guides, and D. P. 
Buckner, volunteer aide. 

Major Barbour, aide-de-camp to Brigadier-General Tilghman, though 
wounded, remained with me on the 13th. I cannot bestow sufficient 
praise upon Captains Porter and Rice KE. Graves and their officers and 
men for the gallant and efficient handling of their batteries. Artillery 
was never better served, and artillerists never behaved under trying 
circumstances with greater coolness. Porter’s battery, from its exposed 
position, lost mors than half its gunrers, and its intrepid commander 
was severely wounded late in the afternoon of Saturday, being suc- 
ceeded in command by the gallant Lieutenant Morton. Captain Jack- 
son’s Virginia battery, though not so frequently engaged, is entitled to 
notice. 

For an understanding of the particular operations of General Pil- 
low’s division I refer you to the reports of his brigade commanders, Cols. 
William E. Baldwin, A. Heiman, and John Gregg, and to the reports of 
their subordinate commanders. 

Accompanying this report is a list of the strength of my division and 
of its killed and wounded. My aggregate force at the beginning of the 
contests, which was constantly diminishing, did not exceed 3,025 infan- 
try and two batteries of artillery. Two of my regiments, in addition 
($44 men), were constantly under the command of General Pillow. The 
length of my lines exceeded three-fourths of a mile. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, 
Lately Comdg. Second Division, Central Army of Kentucky. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen. C. 8. Army, Richmond, Va. 


{Inclosures. ] 
SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS ARMY IN THE FIELD, 
Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 16, 1862. 


All prisoners taken at the surrender of Fort Donelson will be collected 
as rapidly as practicable near the village of Dover, under their respect- 
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ive company and regimental commanders, or in such manner as may 
be deemed best by Brig. Gen. S. B. Buckner, and will receive two days’ 
rations, preparatory to embarking for Cairo. 

Prisoners are to be allowed their clothing, blankets, and such private 
property as may be carried about the person, and commissioned officers 
will be allowed their side-arms. 

By order: 


U. 8. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 
Summary of killed and wounded in the Second Division, Central Army of Kentucky. 
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Organizations. Killed. | Wounded. !Aggregate. 
In the 3d Brigade, Col. John C. Brown commanding ...-.-.-.---- 38 246 284 
2d Kentucky Regiment (about) ....-....-.- eee ee eee eee ee ee cee ene [eee ener e ec e[seeeeeerc ces 80 
Issaquena Battery (about) ...-....0..-- 2. een e eee eee en cee eee tees feneee cece er [ersere ences: 3 
Porter’s battery (about). ....-.....- 0-2. eee eee cence cence cence efor ere te eee: [esse ne cerees 25 





Motalscccavsscdcek secs S oeereckiences ees eeanes cpeewieqeueede 38 246 392 
In the two regiments of the 2d ery, Colonel Baldwin, de- 


tached and under the command of General Pillow: 
OBEN TT eeSAbO ci pacer dee anleesuzaveenamecatens oie 11 78 
26th Mississippi. --..-..-------- ee eee eee cee eee ener ee eee rer em nee 11 68 
Staff and other officers ..... 22-22-22 eee ee eee ee ee ce wee c eee e ee cene 2 15 
ALOT LAO... 22 once cece ee eens ene e cee e teen ne cn enc nnn eee ene: |eecarenecenslensensceeees 185 


’ The approximate aggregate strength of the various regiments was as 
follows: 
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Organizations. Totals. | Aggregate. 
3d Tennessee ..-.-- connec cence nec e ee awe cen enn ee came ne cent t ene nen eneceeeaee 750 
UWth Tennessee . 2-2... ane wenn cee cee cee tome ecw ne cece eee enc eenn ne cneene 625 
32d Tennessee .....- een cnn enn n cen eens eee e enn ce enn ner ec cccn ne ccesannaes 400 
VAth Mississippi ...20. 222. eee e eee ee reer cece cee ete e ere ent c ease escen: 650 
41st Tenmessee 22... e ccc ee wwe ec cee ne rem m een ence nes cece cence ne tena nn eccens 400 
2d Kentucky ....--. 2. cee cen cece cence cece cece n ern e ec en eaten cer ce ccwewrcne: 600 
Aggregate strength of Buckner’s division, under his own command, |...-.--.---- 3, 425 
exclusive of two batteries of artillery. 
96th Tennessee. ... 2-2 een nee ee cee ee meee nen cnet ee nee enna a eenens 401 
26th Mississippi... --...-------- ee eee ee eee eee eee eee e ence tte en tenes 443 
Aggregate detached under General Pillow .....-..------------ee cee en [eree ee eeeees : 844 
Aggregate infantry of Buckner’s division, under him and General |..--....----- 4, 269 


Pillow. 


a 


Estimates of killed and wounded in portions of General Pillow’s command, reporting through 
General Buckner. 
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Organizations. Killed. | Wounded. 

















Colonel Heiman’s brigade ....-------2- 20+ eee e ee ene cece wee ene cen n ener encees 10 30 
Colonel Gregg’s regiment ...-....---- e022 seen e serene scene ee cee nce ceeecence _ 20 34 
Major Brown’s regiment ....----- 22-2 2e eee cee ee cece ee cence e rece en cesencnccnes 18 55 

Total 2.20. cece ce enn c en ccm ecw cece ee wwe tenn ne wean nn cena ccc m ec cencsseseaes 48 119 


a 
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Report of Col. William E. Baldwin, Fourteenth Mississippi Infantry, 
commanding Second Brigade. 


Fort WARREN, Boston HArBor, March 12, 1862. 


Str: Left by General Buckner at Cumberland City on I’ebruary 11, 
on the night of the 12th ultimo I received orders by telegraph from 
Brigadier-General Pillow, commanding at Fort Donelson, to hasten to 
that place with two regiments of my command. The Twenty-sixth Ten- 
nessee; Colonel Lillard, and the Twenty-sixth Mississippi, Colonel Rey- 
nolds, were immediately embarked, and arrived at Dover about 1 a. m. 
Thursday, the 13th. These regiments were at first posted immediately 
on the left of the center of our lines of rifle trenches, as a support to 
one of our batteries. This disposition was changed after daylight the 
same morning; the Twenty-sixth Mississippi being placed in the trenches 
on the extreme left and the Twenty-sixth Tennessee placed in reserve 
as a support to the former. 

About 9 a. m. the enemy commenced a brisk artillery fire apparently 
on our whole line. This fire, kept up with but little intermission 
throughout the entire day, produced but little effect upon the left until 
late in the evening, when, the enemy having reduced his charges, 
several of the shells, which had previously passed too high, fell in our 
midst, mortally wounding one man and slightly wounding two others in 
Colonel Lillard’s regiment. 

On the 14th the fire was not renewed. About noon General Pillow 
directed the left wing to be formed in the open ground to the lett and 
rear of our position in the lines, for the purpose apparently of attacking 
the enemy’s right. My command, to which the I'wentieth Mississippi, 
Major Brown,.was temporarily attached, constituted the advance, in the 
following order: 1st, the Twenty-sixth Mississippi; 2d, the Twenty-sixth 
Tennessee; 3d, the Twentieth Mississippi. 

Formed in column by platoon, we advanced in a road leading from a 
point about 200 yards from the left of our trenches, and approaching 
pearly perpendicularly the enemy’s right. We had proceeded not more 
than one-fourth of a mile, when General Pillow ordered a countermarch, 
saying that it was too late in the day to accomplish anything; and we 
returned to our former position in the lines. 

Late that night commaners of brigades were summoned to a council 
at General Pillow’s headquarters, where, after being duly advised of our 
perilous situation, enveloped by a largely superior force, which was be- 
ing constantly increased, and our communications already at the mercy 
of the enemy, it was unanimously determined to endeavor to extricate 
the army by a bold and vigorous attack on the right of the Federal 
lines early on the morrow. 

The reciments composing our left wing were to form at 4 a. m. on the 
same ground and in the same order as on the previous evening, and 
to advance, under command of General Pillow, to attack the extreme 
right of the enemy, supposed to be posted in force at a distance of 1} or 
2 miles. 

This movement was to be supported by our right wing, under Gen- 
eral Buckner, who was to move from the lines at a later period, follow 
up the first blow, and, should the combined movement not prove success- 
ful in creating a panic in the enemy’s ranks, a way might at least be 
opened, by turning his right, for the egress of our whole force. Inantici- 
pation of thus attempting our escape, the men were directed to take 
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knapsacks, blankets, and all the rations that could be immediately 
provided. 

Precisely at 4.10 on the morning of Saturday, the 15th, General Pillow — 
arrived on the ground, and found my three regiments, which were to 
constitute the advance, formed and ready to march. Some delay was 
caused by regiments not arriving promptly, and it was 6 o’clock before 
the column was put in motion. Marching by the right flank in a narrow 
and obstructed by-road, the head of the column had advanced not more 
than one-third of a mile when, ascending a slight elevation, the advanced 
guard, composed of a company of the Twenty-sixth Mississippi deployed, 
was fired upon by what was supposed at first to be only the enemy’s 
pickets. A second company of the same regiment was immediately 
thrown forward to support the first; but both were scon driven back by 
a brisk and well-sustained fire, which indicated the presence of a con- 
siderable force. Meanwhile the column was formed by company and 
the leading regiment deployed into line to the right. This method of 
forming line ot battle was rendered advisable by the peculiar features 
of the ground, which sloped gently to the right, thickly covered with 
timber. About 10 yards.to the left of the road, and running nearly 
parallel, was a fence, which bounded on that side an open field of some 
400 or 500 acres’ extent. This field afforded no protection to our troops 
if brought “forward into line,” but would expose them, in executing the 
movement, to a destructive fire, should the enemy have taken advantage 
of the position. 

-In executing the deployment the Twenty-sixth Mississippi was three 
times thrown into confusion by the close and rapid fire of the enemy, tak- 
ing the men in flank, and three times were they rallied, finishing the 
movement some 50 yards to the rear and alittle to the right of the exact 
point where their line should have been placed. The subsequent con- 
duct of this regiment fully demonstrates the fact that any other than 
forward movements are extremely dangerous with volunteers, for dur- 
ing the remainder of the day both ofiicers and men behaved with great 
coolness and gallantry. 

The Twenty-sixth Tennessee was then brought forward, and five com- 
panies deployed so as to occupy the space between the fence on the left 
and the Twenty-sixth Mississippi on the right, leaving the remaining 
five companies in column in the road to strengthen that point, which 
would evidently become the ‘center and pivot of operations. 

Soon after this disposition was completed, a staff officer having been 
sent to advise General Pillow that the enemy was before us in force, 
other regiments were sent forward from the rear of the column to the 
right and lett. Colonel McCausland, of Virginia, with his command, 
formed on the right of the Twenty-sixth Mississippi, the First Mis- 
sissippi, Colonel Gregg’s [Seventh] Texas, and Liecutenant-Colonel 
Lyon’s Kighth Kentucky Regiments were formed still farther to our 
right, the latter regiment thrown back perpendicularly to our line, to 
prevent the enemy’s taking advantage of the cover afforded by the 
slope of the ground to turn our right. 

The Twentieth Mississippi was sent into action, as [have since learned, 
by direct order of General Pillow, and caused to take position in the field 
on the left, where they were openly exposed to a destructive fire, which 
they were not able to return with efiect. The regiment was soon re- 
ealled, but not before its left wing had suffered heavy loss. Our line 
advanced some 50 or 100 yards up the slope and remained stationary for 
more than an hour, the position of the enemy being so well chosen and 
covered that it seemed impossible to gain an inch of ground. A small 
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detachment of Virginia troops on the left of the Twenty-sixth Tennessee, 
and in the open field, twice endeavored to gain ground forward to a point 
where their fire could be effective, but were unable to stand thé destruct- 
ive effect of the Minie balls. 

At this juncture the Twentieth Mississippi again came up across the 
field and took possession, slightly covered by an irregularity of the 
ground. | 

Observing a regiment or more of our troops posted inactive some 300 
or 400 yards still more to our left, where the shallow ravine (which cov- 
ered our front) spread out and was lost in the plain, I requested the 
commanding officer to throw forward his left and advance up the hollow 
in a direction nearly parallel to our line of battle, and attack the enemy’s 
right flank. This movement being supported by the whole line, all the 
regiments on the left throwing forward their left wings, we succeeded in 
executing a change of front to the right, turning the right of the enemy 
and driving him at once from his position. 

Up to this time our condition was one of extreme peril, and nothing 
but the native gallantry of troops brought forth for the first time under 
heavy fire and the extraordinary exertions of many of the field and com- 
pany ofiicers saved us from being thrown back in confusion into our 
trenches. 

From this time the enemy were slowly driven from each position which 
the ground favorable for defense enabled them to take. Two sections 
of artillery were taken. Those placed to bear on our lines of rifle 
trenches were rushed upon in flanks and seized before they could be 
turned upon us or be taken from the field. The first section was taken 
by the Twenty-sixth Tennessee, the second by the Twenty-sixth Missis- 
sippi. Advancing in a direction nearly parallel to our line of defense, 
when nearly opposite the center our course was for some time impeded 
by the desperate stand made by the enemy, who was probably re-en- 
forced and occupied ground most favorable for sheltering his troops. 
Our ammunition had been so rapidly expended as to entirely exhaust 
the supply of some regiments. Numbers had provided themselves from 
the cartridge boxes of the dead and wounded enemy. | 

Our force had been considerably reduced by casualties and the nu- 
merous attendants who conveyed the wounded from the field. Having 
no mounted officer to send, I rode up to where Captain Graves’ battery 
was posted in the trenches, and requested supplies of ammunition and 
re-enforcements, if any could be spared, giving Captain Graves an inti- 
mation as to the relative positions of the forces engaged. Immediately 
on my return he opened a fire of grape, which so disordered the enemy 
that we were again enabled to advance, driving him from his camp of 
the night before. 

He took a new position, still farther retired, holding it for some time, 
until Colonel Hanson, with the Second Kentucky Regiment, coming to 
our assistance, poured a fire into the enemy’s flank, who immediately fled 
in confusion. 

This completed the rout of the extreme right of the Federal forces. 
Uncertain as to the movements of our right wing, I paused to obtain the 
information necessary to render our future movements effective and to 
restore order from the confusion incident to a continuous combat of 
nearly six hours in the woods. 

Here General B. R. Johnson came up to me for the first time, although 
Tlearned that he had at different times during the morning directed other 
portions of theline. He could give no information, but soon after, while 
my attention was directed to the Twenty-sixth Mississippi and Twenty- 
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sixth Tennessee, moved off all the other regiments, including the Twen- 
Pie Mississippi. I saw no more of these during the remainder of the 
ay. 

After the lapse of an hour, observing troops from the right returning 
to their original positions in the lines, I directed the two regiments left 
with me also to return to the trenches. 

Three times during the day I had sent a staff officer to General Pillow 
for instructions, advising him of our situation; but no orders or direc- 
tions were received from him, except to do the best I could. 

Being totally unacquainted with the topographical features of the 
ground and unadvised as to the movements of the general command, it 
was impossible for me to do more than simply dislodge the enemy as 
from time to time he made a stand before us. 

I would beg leave to remark here that the efficiency of the smooth- 
bore musket and ball and buck-shot cartridges was fully demonstrated 
on this occasion, and to recommend that our troops be impressed with 
the advantage of closing rapidly upon the enemy, when our rapid load- 
ing and firiug proves immeisely destructive and the long-range arms of 
the enemy lose their superiority. 

For lists of killed and wounded, and minor details, recounting the 
conduct of subaltern officers and men, I beg leave respectfully to refer 
to the reports of regimental commanders, which accompany this report. 

Justice requires that I should refer to the coolness and gallantry of 
Col. John M. Lillard, who, though wounded in the early part of the en- 
gagement, remained at the head of his command during the whole day. 
It is difiicult to determine which deserves most commendation, this 
regiment or its commander. 

Lieut. Col. F. M. Boone and Maj. T. F. Parker, Twenty-sixth Missis- 
sippi, both conducted themselves as officers and brave men, and this 
regiment bore its part well in the conflict. 

Major [Wm. N.] Brown, commanding the Twentieth Mississippi, is 
entitled to honorable mention; his left wing, thrown in the early part 
of the day into an exposed position by an ill-advised order, held its 
eround until recalied, and afterwards the whole regiment was among 
the foremost in every advance. 

‘I cannot forbear to mention that Colonel McCausland, [Thirty-sixth] 
Virginia, not assigned to my command, voluntarily tendered his co-op- 
eration, and was conspicuous for his daring intrepidity. The members 
of my personal staff deserve especial notice. 

Lieut. S. D. Harris, Fourteenth Mississippi, acting assistant adjutant- 
general, was of great assistance. He merited and has received my 
thanks. So likewise did Thomas A. Burke, a private in Company I, 
Fourteenth Mississippi, appointed an acting aide-de-camp. T. I*. Car- 
rington, a private in Company K, Fourteenth Mississippi, also an act- 
ing aide-de-camp, was severely, and I fear mortally, wounded in the 
early part of the action; an accident which deprived me of the services 
of a valuable aide. 

Capt. D. H. Spence, of Murfreesborough, Tenn., volunteer aide, was 
severely wounded in the head while gallantly exposing himself on the 
top ofa fence and urging Tennesseeans onward. 

My own regiment, the Fourteenth Mississippi, Major Doss, was sent 
to Fort Donelson some days in advance of my arrival. The Jorty-first 
Tennessee, Colonel Farquharson, was brought down on the i3th. Both 
regiments were posted on the right and temporarily separated from my 
command. 

Neither representations nor solicitations on my part could avail in 


342 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND S. W. VA. [Cnar. XVIL 


inducing snch change as would reunite these regiments, or place me 
ae I desired to be, under the immediate direction of my proper com- 
mander. 7 

The reports of these latter regiments have been made to Col. John C. 
Brown, commanding Third Brigade, under whose orders they were tem- 
porarily placed. 

A condensed statement of killed and wounded is annexed. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. E. BALDWIN, 


Colonel, Comdg. Second Brigade, General Buckner’s Division. 
Maj. GEORGE Bb. CosBy, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure. ] 





Number in action ‘ 
February 15. Killed. Wounded. 

S 

Troops. : : S 

: : z 2 

an we seer ce ee: 
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20th Mississippi...........- Midewettaeth ees 31 469 1 18 5 55 79 
26CN ALISSISSIDDL, .o0.ceesestsceeeaeteees 39 404 1 11 1 62 81 
26th Lennessee:o. <oscsens ckee eee ieeetine 33 BEE leanne 11 7 78 96 
tdi ca aeoew sweet Sache we sees Dy ei eecee diss ae eect | wateeee i eee Se 2 
ht ee ne ee nae 108 | 1, 250 | 2 | 40 | 15 | 201 | 258 

No. 54. 


Report of Col. Roger W. Hanson, Second Kentucky Infantry (Confederate). 


RICHMOND, VA., August 8, 1862. 


On February —, in pursuance of orders, I proceeded, with my regi- 
ment upon the ears, from Russellville, Ky., to Clarksville, Tenn. When 
I arrived there I was ordered by General Piliow to embark immediately 
for Fort Donelson. I arrived there that night. General Bushrod R. 
Johnson accompanied us, and when we arrived he took command. 

General Pillow arrived on the —, and soon after his arrival he placed 
the troops in the position afterwards held by them. I was assigned to 
the extreme right of theline, extending from the right of Colonel Palmer’s 
regiment to a slough formed by the high state of water in the river. The 
position was about half a mile in length, and was a protection in front 
and to the right of the original line of defense marked out for the fort. 
T was directed to construct rifle pits, which I did, locating them more 
than a hundred yards apart, at points best commanding the approaches 
to the position. They were made in a day and night, and were neces- 
sarily very imperfect. I was directed to give up my tools, to be used 
upon other parts of the defenses. | 

On Wednesday, February 12, the enemy made his appearance in large 
force, pressing around in our front, with the evident intention of invest- 
ing our position. Nothing was done to oppose or prevent his progress, 
and the tollowing morning found his lines extending from the point of 
their disembarking to a point on the river above our position. 

On Thursday morning the enemy made three several attacks upon my 
position; in all of which they were repulsed, with but slight loss upon 

our part and very heavy upon theirs. In resisting these attacks I was 
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greatly assisted by Porter’s battery upon the left. It always fired at 
the right time and to the right place. 

On Thursday night I was re-enforced by Captain Jackson’s Virginia 
artillery, four pieces. Although the night was cold and inclement, and 
the men much exhausted from the day’s fighting and several days of 
hard work, we succeeded in getting these pieces in good position and 
well protected. 

On Friday I was re-enforced also by Colonel Palmer’s regiment. We 
remained under arms and in ranks all day Friday, expecting the attack 
to be renewed. The firing of the sharpshooters was incessant from 
Thursday morning until the surrender, disturbing and almost destroy- 
ing the repose of my command. 

On Saturday morning I was conducted by yourself to the position 
assigned us as a reserved regiment and a supporting force for Graves’. 
artillery. I was directed not to leave my trenches until I was relieved 
by a Tennessee regiment from the fort. The failure of this regiment to 
arrive aS soon as contemplated delayed me in reaching the point as- 
simned me. A small detachment of Tennesseeans arrived and I placed 
them in the trenches, and immediately thereafter moved rapidly to the 
battle-field. 

I remained in rear or near Graves’ battery, under the immediate 
supervision of General Buckner, until about noon, when Colonel Bald- 
win, of Mississippi, announced to me that he was out of ammunition, 
and stated that unless he could get ammunition and re-enforcements 
there was great danger of losing the ground which had been won. I 
had near by a wagon of ammunition, and with the perseverance of 
Quartermaster Estep and Lieutenant Semple the ammunition was soon 
supplied. Previous to this period some one mounted, purporting to be 
a staff officer, approached the regiment and ordered off two of the left 
companies to re-enforce Colonel Baldwin’s command. These two com- 
panies, supposing it to be the order of Generals Pillow or Buckner, 
moved off at a double-quick, and were soon engaged with the enemy 
aud against greatly superior numbers. Colonel McCausland, of Vir- 
ginia, arrived, and said that unless they were re-enforced the enemy 
would retake what they had gained; that after four hours of hard fight- 
ing the enemy were bringing forward new troops and in overwhelming 
numbers. I examined the state of the contest. I saw Colonel Forrest 
make two gallant but unsuccessful charges. I saw that the enemy were 
eradually driving us back. My men were eager for the fight. I felt 
confident that I could dislodge the enemy and drive them from their 
position. I sent for General Buckner. He had gone to the right and 
was conducting another movement. There was no time for delay. I 
concluded to take the responsibility and make the effort. I marched 
the regiment across the abatis, a distance of more than a quarter of a 
mile. When I reached the little ravine where Forrest was with his 
cavalry I halted the regiment, and was joined by the two detached 
companies. In front of us was an cpen space, which had formerly been 
occupied as a camp. This space was about 209 yards in width. Beyond 
the space in the timber and thick undergrowth the enemy were posted. 
I directed the regiment, when the commaud was given, to march at 
quick-time across the space and not to fire a gun until they reached 
the woods in which the enemy were posted. The order was admirably 
executed, and although we lost 50 men in killed and wounded in 
crossing the space, not a gun was fired until the woods were reached. 
The enemy stood their ground until we were within 40 yards of them, 
when they fled in great confusion, under a most destructive fire. This 
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was not, strictly speaking, a “charge bayonets,” but it would have been 
one if the enemy had not fled. Graves’ battery was then moved up, and 
Iny regiment moved forward several hundred yards. While Graves was 
moving up his ammunition and other preparations were being made to 
hold this position the order came from General Pillow to return to the 
trenches. Up to this period the suecess was complete. 

When I returned to my position and before the companies had 
reached the trenches the enemy attacked in large force and took them. 
I fell back to the original line of defense, and, being re-enforced by sev- 
eral regiments, this position was retrieved ; General Buckner at this 
point being present and in command. This position wasa stronger one 
than the one lost, and every effort was made that night to construct 
defenses; but the men were so exhausted from labor and loss of sleep 
that it was utterly impossible. | 

I will take the liberty to add, that up to the time when we were or- 
dered back to the trenches our success was complete and our escape 
secure. 

It is also my opinion that the exhaustion of the men from loss of sleep 
and labor, together with the demoralization caused by the loss of our 
trenches on the right, rendered the surrender unavoidavl!e. 

The officers and men of my regiment acted with great gallantry. 

The list of the killed and wounded I have heretofore furnished.* 

ROGER W. HANSON, 
| : Colonel Second Kentucky Regiment. 
Maj. GEORGE B. Cossy, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 





No. 55. | 
Report of Maj. W. L. Doss, Fourteenth Mississippi Infantry. 








; —, 1862. 

Srr: I have the honor to report the followin g operations of the Four- 
teenth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers during the engagement at Fort 
Donelson, ending February 15: 

On the morning of February 15, at 3 a. m., I received orders to have 
my regiment in readiness to move in two hours. About daylight we 
took up line of march in the direction of our left wing. It was with 
great difficulty that we progressed, owing to the country, which was 
hilly or mountainous, and covered with snow and ice. 

During our march shells were constantly falling around us, without 
doing us any damage, until we halted in rear of the intrenchments, 
where I formed the regiment in close column by company. We were 
protected to some extent from the shells of the enemy by forming on 
the hill-side, which was thickly set with undergrowth. At this place 
Capt. J. L. Crigler, of Company G, was severely wounded in the right 
arm by the explosion of a shell, and was unable to proceed farther with 
his company. 

I received orders to deploy two companies as skirmishers, and soon 
after the battalion was ordered to dislodge a battery in position, appar- 
ently about 400 yards to our front. The regiment moved off by the 
right flank until it reached our intrenchments, when it advanced in line 
of battle. We very soon came to a small field, containing about 10 or 


“Not found. Aggregate estimated by General Buckner at 80. See p. 337, 
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15 acres, where our march was somewhat impeded by an abatis made 
by the enemy. | 

At this point we were fired upon by the skirmishers. I ordered the 
battalion not to return the fire. The right wing of the battalion was 
faced to the right and marched up the hill some distance under a heavy 
fire, then faced to the front, and ordered to open fire upon the enemy. 
In the mean time the left wing had marched through a gap in the abatis, 
faced to the right, and rejoined the four right companies, when a gen- 
eral engagement ensued. At this point Capt. F. M. Rogers, of Company 
E, fell, gallantly cheering his men on. The engagement at this point 
continued for about an hour or more, the men displaying great coolness 
and bravery and the officers great gallantry. | 

The regiment suffered severely at this point, and was ordered to retreat 
by Major Casseday, who had been appointed by General Buckner to 
assist me (Colonel Baldwin being in command of a brigade on the ex- 
treme left). After falling back some 200 yards I endeavored to rally 
the regiment on the Highteenth Tennessee Regiment, but Major Cas- 
seday insisted, and gave the order to the regiment to fall back to the 
intrenchments, which was done. 

After remaining there about an hour, we were again ordered out by 
General Buckner to support a section of Captain Graves’ battery. We 
marched down the Wynn’s Ferry road about 1 mile, and were halted 
on the top. of tie hill by General Buckner, when the enemy’s battery 
opened a galling fire of slot and shell upon us. It was soon ascertained 
that Captain Graves’ battery could do but little good there, and was 
ordered back (I think by General Pillow), whereupon my regiment was 
ordered to take its original position on the right. Upon our arrival 
there we found that the enemy were in possession of the intrenchments 
on the extreme right, which had been occupied by the Second Kentucky 
Regiment, and which was then engaged with the enemy to regain the 
original position. 

My regiment was immediately ordered to their support, and, on arriv- 
ing there, we found the enemy advancing upon us in considerable num- 
bers, when we were ordered to open fire upon them, which was kept up 
from about 3 o’clock until about dark, when the enemy retired. The 
men slept upon their arms during the night. 

About 1 o’clock I received your order to have my regiment ready to 
march in an hour, which order was countermanded about daylight.* 

Respectfully submitted. 

W. L. DOSS, 


Major, Comdg. Fourteenth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers, 


Col. JoHn C. BRown, 
Commanding First Brigade, General Buckner’s Division. 





No. 56. 
Report of Col. John M. Lillard, Twenty-siath Tennessee Infantry. 


| FEBRUARY —, 1862. 
The regiment went into action on Saturday, February 15, with 409, 
including field, staff, &c. There were 11 killed and 85 wounded, many 
mortally, and who have since died. Total killed and wounded, 96. 


* Nominal list of casualties accompanying this report shows 17 killed, 85 wounded, 
and 10 missing. 
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The enemy were driven back by us, their right wing being driven on 
their center and left, making repeated stands and being repeatedly 
routed, in which this regiment captured two brass cannon, two flags, 
the instruments of a band, and several prisoners. Of the conduct of 
the regiment in action if is left for the brigade commander to speak. 


The killed and wounded are as follows, to wit. * 
* * * * 


* * * 


Respectfully submitted. 
JOHN M. LILLARD, 
Colonel Twenty-sixth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers. 
Col. W. E. BALDWIN, 
Fourteenth Mississippi, Commanding Brigade. 





No. 57. 
Report of Col. Robert Farquharson, Forty-first Tennessee Infantry. 


pietnds 869. 


In obedience to an order from General Pillow, the regiment arrived 
at Fort Donelson about 10 a. m. Thursday, February 13. 

Field officers, commissioned and non-commissioned staff officers: 
Robert Farquharson, colonel; Robert G. McClure, lieutenant-colonel ; 
Thomas G. Miller, major; Jake Anthony, lieutenant and adjutant; 
Albert G. Clopton, surgeon; Wiliiam B. Smith, assistant surgeon; 
Edward A. Norton, acting assistant surgeon; John K. Farris, hospital 
steward and acting assistant surgeon; Thomas B. McNaughton, com- 
missary of subsistence; John Gordon, acting cominissary of subsistence ; 
William I. Barringer and William G. Reed, first lieutenants and drill 
instructors; John L. Dusenbury, sergeant-major; Erwin P. Jett, quar- 
termaster-sergeant, and Albert Fricrson, ordnance-sergeant. 

Field officers, commissioned and non-commissioned staff, &ec., 15. 
Aggregate, 573. 

Casualties: Killed 2; wounded, 6; and missing, 26. 

The regiment executed all the orders given to it, and as far as I know 
each man did his duty. 





R. FARQUHARSON, 
Coloncl Forty-first Regiment Tennessee Volunteers. 





No. 58. 


Report of Col. John C. Brown, Third Tennessee Infantry, commanding 
Third Brigade. 


FEBRUARY 16, 1862. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that the Third, Kighteenth, and 
Thirty-second Tennessee Regiments, composing the Third Brigade of 
your division, arrived at Fort Donelson on February 9 and 10, and were 
assigned position by Brigadier-General Pillow, then in command, on the 
right of the line of defenses, the extreme right being occupied by the 
Second Kentucky Regiment. I commenced at once the construction of 


* Nominal list omitted shows 11 killed and 85 wounded. 
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rifle pits and forming abatis by felling timber, but the supply of tools 
was wholly inadequate, and before the works were scarcely half com- 
pleted the enemy appeared in our front on Wednesday, the 12th, about 
12 m. 

After this the incessant fire from the enemy’s sharpshooters rendered 
Jabor upon our works almost impossible during the day, and large 
fatigue parties wove necessary during the entire nights of W ednesday, 
Thursday, and Fviday, although the weather was intensely cold. 

On Thursday, the 13th, the Fourteenth Mississippi, commanded by 
Maj. W. L. Doss, and the Porty-tirst Tennessee, commanded by Colonel 
Farquharson, were temporarily attached to my brigade. The center of 
my portion of the line, being the most elevated and commanding point, 
was defended by Captain Porter’s light battery of six guns, while Cap- 
tain Graves’ battery was posted near the left, commanding a long, wide 
valley, separating my left from Colonel Heiman’s right. The position 

was an admirable one to support my left and Colonel Heiman’s right, 
while it also commanded the hills immediately in front. 

About 11 o’clock on Thursday I discovered the enemy moving in con- 
siderable force upon Colonel Heiman’s center, and before the column 
came Within range of Colonel Heiman, and, indeed, before it could be 
seen from Colonel Heiman’s position, I directed Captain Graves to open 
fire from all his guns, which he did with such spirit and fatal precision 
that in less than fifteen minutes the whole column staggered and took 
shelter in confusion and disorder beyond the summit of the bill still 
farther to our left, when Colonel Heiman opened fire upon it and drove 
it beyond range of both his and my guns. 

Later in the day the enemy planted one section of a battery on a hill 
almost in front of Captain Graves and opened an enfilading fire upon 
the left of my line, and at the same time a cross-fire upon Colonel Hei- 
man. Captain Graves, handling his favorite rifle piece with the same 
fearless coolness that characterized his conduct during the entire week, 
in less than ten minutes knocked one of the enemy’s guns from its car- 
riage, and almost at the same moment the gallant Porter disabled and 
silenced the other, while the supporting infantry retreated precipitately 
before the storm of grape and canister poured into their ranks from both 
batteries. 

Nearly one-half of my command was constantly deployed in the rifle 
pits, while the residue was held under armsand in positionas a reserve; 
but on Thursday, Colonel Hanson, on the extreme right, being attacked 
by a large force, I sent, by General Buckner’s orders, ‘the Eighteenth 
Tennessee to his support, which remained with him until F riday night. 

On Saturday morning I had orders to move my command towards the 
left so soon as Colonel Head should relieve my men in the rifle pits. He 
was late in reporting, and, without waiting longer, I put the column in 
motion, directing the men in therifle pits to ) follow Us as SOON as relieved, 
which they did very promptly, but in some disorder. My whole com- 
mand was provided with three days’ cooked rations, and marched with 
their knapsacks, the purpose being to turn the enemy’s right wing and 
mareh out on the Wynw’s lerry road to fall back upon Nashville. 

Arriving at the point where the Wynn’s Ferry road crosses the in- 
trenchmeuts, the Third Tennessee was deployed in the rifle pits, while 
remaining regiments were held inreserve. The enemy had already been 
attacked on his right by our left wing, and we were awaiting the proper 
moment of co-operation, and by General Buckner’s directions I sent the 
Fourteenth Mississippi to the front as skirmishers, the enemy occupy- 
ing a hill in considerable force not far distant. The Third and Eight- 
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eenth Tennessee Regiments (the former commanded by Lieut. Col. 
Thomas M. Gordon and the latter by Col. J. B. Palmer) were sent for- 
ward in quick succession to support the Fourteenth Mississippi. AS 
they advanced over the abatis and through comparatively open ground, 
and especially on reaching the summit of the hill, they were met by a 
murderous fire. Some confusion ensued, but they returned a steady 
fire, until the enemy retired, under cover of dense timber and under- 
growth, withdrawing his battery, which had been pouring @ heavy fire 
into our reserves. 

Further pursuit being impracticable in that direction, and companies 
having become separated and somewhat intermixed, on account of the 
obstacles over which they had marched, the command retired within 
the intrenchments, and immediately reformed, to renew the attack still 
farther to the right, whither the enemy were retiring. 

About 12 o’elock, under the direction of Brigadier-General Buckner, 
I led the Third and Eighteenth Tennessee, as well as the Thirty-second 
Tennessee (Col. Edward C. Cook), across an open field on the right of 
Wynn’s Ferry road, under the fire of a battery posted on that road. As 
we appeared upon the summit of the hill the force supporting the bat- 
tery retreated about 300 or 400 yards stillfarther to our right and farther 
from our lines, leaving one section of the battery, which fell into our 
hands. 

The hill to which the enemy retreated was so densely covered with 
trees and undergrowth that our skirmishers could not ascertain his posi- 
tion and numbers, but we were led to suppose that his battery at that 
point was supported by aforce not exceeding 1,000 men, but it wasafter- 
wards ascertained that his strength was nearly 7,000, while there were 
five regiments within supporting distance. 

Acting upon the first and only information we could then obtain, a 
charge was ordered, and the whole command moved forward with spirit 
and animation; but when within about 100 yards of the enemy, who 
was upon higher ground, we were met by a fire of grape and musketrv 
that was terrific, but fortunately passing above our heads. We halted 
and opened a fire of musketry upon them, which, although continuing 
only afew minutes, killed and wounded not less than 800 of the enemy. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon, of the Third, having been wounded, ordered 
the regiment to fall back under cover of the hill. I rallied it at about 
100 yards, and placed it in command of Major Cheairs. The Hight- 
eenth and Thirty-second fell back a short distance, and just then, being 
re-enforced by the Fourteenth Mississippi, we were renewing the attack, 
when the enemy left the field, leaving his dead. and wounded. While 
we were engaged the gallant Graves came in full speed to our assistance 
with a part of his battery, and maintained his position until the enemy 
retired. 

Our loss in this engagement did not exceed 50 in killed and wounded ; 
but the brave and acccomplished Lieutenant-Colonel Moore, of the Thirty- 
second Tennessee Regiment, fell mortally wounded while aiding his no 
less worthy commander in cheering his men to the charge. | 

Just as the enemy left the field, entirely opening the Wynn's Ferry 
road, my command was ordered by Brigadier-General Pillow, repeated 
by Brigadier-General Floyd, to return at once to its position on the right 
of our line of defenses. 

My men had scarcely deployed in the rifle pits when I was ordered to 
re-enforce Colonei Hanson on the extreme right, whose works had been 
stormed and taken by the enemy before he had reoccupied them. An 
obstinate fire was maintained until dark, but we held the ground to 
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which Colonel Hanson had retired, although opposed by a superior force 
of iresh troops. 

Captains Porter and Graves did efficient service in the engagement 
with their batteries; indeed they excited the admiration of the whole com- 
mand by an exhibition of coolness and bravery under a heavy fire, from 
which they had no protection, which could not be excelled. Captain Por- 
ter fell dangerously wounded by a Minie ball through his thigh while 
working one cf his guns, his gunners being nearly all of them disabled 
or killed. The command then devolved upon Lieutenant Morton, a 
beardless youth, who stepped forward like an old veteran, and nobly 
did he emulate the example of his brave captain. | 

Fatigue parties were employed until 2 o’clock Sunday morning 
strengthening our position, when an order reached me to spike the 
guns on my line and march my command towards the left, as on Satur- 
day morning. The order was instantly executed, but before the column 
had proceeded 1 mile I was directed to countermarch and reoccupy 
the works and display flags of truce from the front of our works. At 
9 o’clock the same morning the command was surrendered. ; 

My command was so much worn and exhausted from incessant labo 
and watching during the entire week, exposure to intense cold, as well 
as from the fatigues of the battle on the preceding day, as to be wholly 
unable to meet any spirited attack from the enemy on Sunday morning. 
Our ammunition, both for artillery and small-arms, was well-nigh ex- 
hausted. 

It might do injustice to others to particularize many instances of 
daring and bravery among officers and men. With but few exceptions 
they all deserve the highest: praise for the determined and gallant spirit 
with which they bore‘themselves under their first exposure to fire. 

My killed amounted to 38; my wounded amounted to 244. 

For details, reference is made to the reports of regimental comman- 
ders. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN C. BROWN, 
Colonel Third Tennessee Regiment, Comdg. Third Brigade. 


Maj. GEORGE B. Cossy, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Div., Central Army of Kentucky. 


No. 59. 
Report of Maj. Nat. F. Cheairs, Third Tennessee Infantry. 


FORT WARREN, BOSTON HARBOR, MASS., 
March 10, 1862. 


The Third Tennessee Regiment of Volunteers arrived at Fort Donel- 
son on the night of February 8, with an aggregate reported for duty of 
750 men. 

On the day after reaching Donelson the whole regiment was employed 
in the preparation of works of defense, rifle pits, trenches, &c., at which ' 
both men and officers continued night and day until the evening of the 
12th, at which time a skirmish took place with the Federals, about 
a mile or a mile and a half in advance of our trenches, by a company of 
the Eighteenth Tennessee Regiment, which had been sent out on picket 
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duty. Immediately after the return of the said company to the trenches 
General Buckner’s division, which occupied the right of the whole line 
of our defense, was arranged in order of battle for the general engage- 
ment which ensued The Third Tennessee Regiment occupied the fourth 
position from the right, and five companies were deployed in the rifle 
pits, and five held in reserve, commanded by myself, with orders to 
sustain the companies deployed in the pits, under the command of Lieut. 
Col. T. M. Gordon, and to support Porter’s artillery on my right, as cir- 
cumstances might require. 

Such was the position held by the Third Tennessee Regiment until 
the morning of February 15. At about 4 o’clock of said morning the 
Third Tennessee Regiment was ordered to be put In motion and march 
in the direction of our left wing, with kKnapsacks, haversacks, and three 
days’ rations, with whatever else could be conveniently carried. This 
order was imn ne liately executed, and the regiment marched out beyond 
to the right of Dover, where it was halted and ordered to deploy as 
skirmishers in the rifle pits and to the left of the Fourteenth Mississippi 
and Eighteenth Tennessee. At about 8.30 or 9 o’clock in the morning 
the Fourteenth Mississippi and the Third Tennessee were ordered by 
Colonel Brown (General Buekner also being present) to attack one of 
the enemy’s batteries, located some 300 or 400 yards in front of our 
trenches, and from their position firing heavily upon us. This battery 
was supported by several regiments of infantry. We succeeded, atter 
_a hot contest of about three-quarters of an hour, in driving the enemy 
back, and occupied their position until ordered back to the trenches by 
Major Casseday, of General Buckner’s staff. 

The Third, Eighteenth, and Thirty-second Tennessee Regiments were 
ordered ACTOSS the trenches to attack another one of the enemy’s bat- 
teries, supported by a heavy column of infantry, located on or near the 
Wynn’s Ferry road, and much farther from our works. The Third 
Tennessee was on the left, the Eighteenth in the center, and the Thirty- 
second on the right, in the arrangement for this attack. The trenches 
were soon crossed and the battalions formed in double column and 
marched in the direction of the battery. When in about 150 yards of 
it, it opened upon us with grape and canister and seconded by the in- 
fantry. Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon, being in command of the Third 
Regiment, ordered it to lie down; in a few seconds he was wounded, 
and some unfortunate order being given just at that time, which the 
reciment tock for retreat, they thereupon did retreat some 100 or 150 

yards, when they were rallied by Colonel Brown and reformed in line of 
battle. 

General Buckner heing present, and discovering the enemy had also 
fallen back, ordered me, as next in command to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gordon (he having retired from the field), to take the Third Tennessee 
Regiment back to “the trenches, which order I obeyed. 

On arriving in the trenches I met with General Pillow, who ordered 
me, after ascertaining I was in command, to take the Third Tennessee 
Regiment back to the position we had occupied on the right wing and 
the one we had left at about 4 o’clock in the morning. If inmediately 
formed the regiment and executed the order. 

A. few minutes after reaching our original position an attack was made 
upon Colonel Hanson, the Second Kentucky Regiment’s trenches, by 
the enemy in strong force. Colonel Hanson, not having more than one 
or two companies in position, fell back upon the Eighteenth Tennessee 
(Colonel Palmer), and I was ordered to bring up the Third Tennessee to 
support the Second Kentucky and Eighteenth Tennessee Regiments, 


Cuae. XVIL| CAPTURE OF FORT DONELSON, TENN. 351 


which order was executed at the shortest possible notice; and in justice 
to the officers and soldiers must say they bore themselves most gallantly. 
Notwithstanding they were completely (or nearly so) worn down by in- 
cessant fighting and fatigue duty for eight consecutive days, we suc- 
ceeded in driving back the enemy, although they had fresh and we had 
exhausted troops. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon was in command of the regiment from 
the time we arrived at Donelson, on the night of the sth, until about 1 
p.m. on the loth, when he was wounded and retired from the field. I 
was then in command until the surrender, which was ut 6 o’clock Sun- 
day morning. February 16. 

I’or a detailed account of the killed and wounded of the Third Ten- 
nessee Regiment during the entire fight at Donelson I refer you to the 
subjoined paper, marked A.* 

The foregoing report of the conduct and actions of the Third Tennes- 
see Regiment and of its casualties at Fort Donelson I have the honor 
to submit to you. Killed, 12; wounded, 76. 

Very respectfully, 
N. F. CHEAIRS, 
Major, Commanding Third Tennessee Regiment. 


Col. JoHN ©. BRown, 
Commanding Third Brigade, Second Division, 
: Central Army of Kentucky, C. S. Army. 


No. 60. 
Report of Col. Joseph B. Palmer, Eighteenth Tennessee Infantry. 


ForRT WARREN, Boston HARBOR, MASS., 
March 7, 1862. 


The Kighteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers arrived at Fort Don- 
elson February 8, 1862, with an aggregate reported for duty of 655, and 
these encamped mainly without tents or other protection from the weather, 
and with scarcely any cooking utensils, until the surrender of the forces 
at that point on the 16th day of the same month. 

On the day after reaching Donelson the whole regiment was employed 
in the preparation of works of defense—rifle pits, trenches, &c., at which 
both men and officers continued without relief or rest night and day 
until the 12th. Early in the forenoon of that day, pursuant to orders 
{from brigade headquarters, I ordered out Company C, commanded by | 
Capt. W. Rk. Butler, on picket service, with the usual instructions. 
They went in the direction of the enemy’s lines about 14 miles and took 
position, when suddenly they discovered several thousand Federal 
troops advancing towards our encampment. Captain Butler, thus find- 
ing his position greatly exposed, conducted a prudentand skillful retreat, 
gradually falling back so as to keep the enemy under constant observi- 
tion—finally fired upon them and came within my encampment, sub- 
mitting a report of this intelligence, which I immediately communicated 
to you and General Buckner in person. General buckner’s division, 
which occupied the right of the whole line of our defense, was therefore 
arranged in order of battle for the general engagement which ensued. 


a ee es ee ee ee 
* Not found. 
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The Second Kentucky (Colonel Hanson’s) was first, and my regiment 
second, on the right. I deployed Companies A, B, and G (Captains 
Rushing, Joyner, and McWhirter) in the rifle pits immediately in my 
front, placing them in command of Maj. 8. W. Davis. The other com- 
panies were formed in double column, first in rear of the former, in 
charge of myself and Lieut. Col. A. G. Carden, with orders from General 
Buckner to sustain the line covered by my deployment; to support 
Porter’s artillery on my left or re-enforce Colonel Hanson on my right, 
as circumstances might require. Such was the position held by me 
until the morning of February 15. I had occasion, however, on the 13th 
to dispatch Companies E and K (Captains Lowe and Bandy) to re- 
enforce Colonel Hanson, upon whom the enemy was opening a consid- 
erable fire; but after a very spirited engagement the attack was 
repulsed. I had occasion also, on the 14th, to send the balance of my 
reserve (Captains Webb’s, Wood’s, Putman’s, Butler’s, and St. John’s 
companies) to re-enforce the right, where it was expected the enemy 
would on that day make a desperate attack simultaneously with a fire 
on the fort from their gunboats; but owing probably to a failure of suc- 
cess in the latter, no further than the general fire was nade upon us at 
that time. 

On Saturday morning, February 15, at about 2.30 or 3 o’clock, I 
received orders from brigade headquarters to put my whole command 
in motion and to march in the direction of our left wing, with knap- 
sacks, haversacks provided with three days’ rations, and whatever else 
men and officers could carry, sending all my wagons, except enough 
for the transportation of ordnance stores, across Cumberland River. 
I proceeded immediately to execute this order, and marched out beyond 
and to the right of Dover, where I was ordered to halt and take posi- 
tion in a general line of battle on the right ot the Third Tennessee 
Regiment. Very soon afterwards the Fourteenth Mississippi and Third 
Tennessee were ordered by Colonel Brown (General Buckner also being 
present) to attack one of the enemy’s batteries just in our front, and 
about 300 yards beyond the trenches, which from its position was firing 
heavily upon us. This battery was supported by several regiments of 
infantry, which, in connection with it, turned a terrible fire on the two 
regiments just named, against which they fought gallantly and bravely, 
thus making a severe engagement, which continued for some consider- 
able time, when I was ordered across the trenches to their support, and 
reached there just about the time the enemy abandoned their position 
and yielded the ground. Under the order of Major Casseday I returned 
to my former position, in connection with the other two regiments, in 
the general line of battle. The Third, Thirty-second, and Highteenth 
Tennessee were then ordered across the trenches to attack another one 
ot the enemy’s batteries located on or near the Wynn’s Ferry road, and 
much farther beyond our works. Colonel Cook’s regiment was on the 
right, my own in the center, and Colonel Brown’s on the left, in the 
arrangement for this attack. The trenches were soon crossed, the bat- 
talions formed in double column, and we marched on to the supposed 
position of the battery, Colonel Cook being in advance of my regiment, 
with skirmishers in his front. We found some, I may say much, em- 
barrassment in having insufficient information in regard to the enemy’s 
location, as we could only judge in reference to that by the smoke and 
reports of pieces lately heard and seen in that direction. We found 
also very considerable difficulty in marching in the requisite order, 
owing to the timber and denseness of the undergrowth, on which the 
snow was thickly depositing and melting somewhat rapidly. 
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We advanced*forward, however, in quick-time until, nearing the ene- 
my, we halted for the purpose of gaining, if possible, some more definite 
idea of his position, the skirmishers having rallied on their battalion 
without (as I learned from Colonel Cook) being able to furnish very 
definite information. Colonel Cook and myself advanced a few paces 
beyond our commands, for the purpose of taking such observations as 
would enable us to direct the movements of our regiments to the best 
possible advantage. We discovered portions of the enemy’s baggage at 
the distance of about 100 yards, just over the point of a hill in qur front. 
Being thus better satisfied of their position, and that an eugagement 
must immediately occur, we accordingly deployed as rapidly as possible 
in line of battle, my right resting on Colonel Cook’s lett and the Third 
Tennessee on my left. The enemy opened a terrific fire upon us about 
the time or before we had fairly executed the deployment. The force 
here against us consisted of one battery, supported by six infantry reg- 
iments, all of which ultimately engaged in the fight. I ordered my 
entire command to fire and load kneeling, as in that position the main 
body of the enemy’s fire would and did pass over us. 

The officers and men under me on this occasion evinced great cool- 
ness, bravery, and determination for success in this most unequal contest. 
They directed their fire with unusual accuracy, which told desperately 
and rapidly upon the enemy, who under its terrible effect and force 
gave ground, while we advanced upon them 20 paces. <A further ad- 
vance would have lost on our part an advantage in position by which 
we had been very considerably benefited; and although the enemy 
continued their retreat until they had gone beyond the reach of our 
guns, it was not deemed consistent with the orders for the movements 
of our whole army on that day, as made known on the previous night 
from Generals Floyd, Pillow, and Buckner to myself and other com- 
manders of regitnents, to pursue the several forces any farther in that 
direction. Besides this, many of my arms (flint-lock muskets), by coming 
in contact with the melting snow, had become too inefficient for further 
use until they could be dried and put in proper order. My ordnance 
wagons were more than a half mile distant, and the men only had a 
few rounds of ammunition each remaining in their boxes. I marched 
my regiment therefore back to a better position, a distance of, say, 150: 
paces, ordered the men to put their pieces in order by drying them as 
rapidly as possible, sent for an additional supply of ammunition, made 
details to have my wounded taken from the field and properly cared for, 
and threw out a small number of skirmishers in connection with Colonel 
Cook, to notice the movements and position of the enemy, who reported 
that he had gone back beyond the Wynn’s [erry road, and could not 
be seen at all from the position of our late engagement. 

I was informed on the afternoon of February 14 and again at a late 
hour of that night, by General Buckner and Colonel Brown, that, for 
the reasons given at the time (not matcrial here to recite), the generals 
in command had determined to evacuate Donelson and move the whole 
of our troops to Nashville or in that direction, and orders were given 
me by Colonel Brown to prepare my command accordingly with rations, 
&e., for the march. Iwas further informed that to execute this purpose 
our whole army would at an early hour on the morning of the 15th 
move upon the right wing of the Federal lines, cut our way through, 
and march out in the direction stated. I was informed that the whole 
of the enemy’s right were driven back, thus removing all further diffi- 
culty in the way of executing our purpose. I was every moment expect- 
ing to receive orders to march my regiment, together with the balance 
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of our troops, in the direction of Nashville; but befofe I could get all 
my dead and wounded from the field and have them provided for and 
disposed of an order cante to me, said at the time to come from General 
Pillow, to move my command immediately back to the position from 
which I started on that morning, and which I had been holding for sev- 
eral days.- 1 accordingly returned to my trenches. In a very few min- 
utes after I reached my position, and before Colonel Hanson (just tomy 
right) had gained his trenches, several Federal regiments, under com- 
mand of General C. F. Smith, commenced their attack, and took pos- 
session of a part of Colonel Hanson’s tnoccupied works. Unable, under 
these vircumstances and against such remarkable odds, to drive back 
the attacking regiments, Colonel Hanson immediately fell back with his 
command on my line, where, re-enforced by the Fourteenth Mississippi, 
the Third, Porty-first, Forty-ninth Tennessee, and parts of other com- 
mands, a long ‘nd desperate struggle ensued, closing at sunset with a 
decided and brilliant victory to our arms, the fight having lasted for at 
least two hours. The losses of the enemy in all the engagements above 
referred to, as ascertained by subsequent visits to their erounds, were 
indeed very great, exceeding ours both in killed and wounded, I must 
say, in any moderate estimate, at least seven to one. 

Besides the conflicts already named in this report the Federal forces 
made several attempts upon my works, but were in every instance gal- 
lantly met and signally repulsed. . 

On the night of the 15th the whole of my command, except the detail 
made to continue the work of strengthening and extending our breast- 
works, stood to their arms, constantly expecting a renewal of engage- 
ments, until about 2 o’clock of the following morning.: At this hour I 
received orders from brigade headquarters to move my regiment as rap- 
idly as possible to Dover, a distance of 14 miles, where I was informed 
further orders would be given me. It was, however, well understood 
among all parties that the object of the march was to evacuate our en- 
tire position. I reached Dover some time before daylight and reported 
to Generals Floyd, Pillow, and Buckner, all of whom were still there, and 
who ordered me to halt and await further directions. 

A messenger from Colonel Brown’s headquarters soon came, ordering 
me back to my trenches, and on returning to my quarters I found that 
General Buckner’s whole command had been surrendered. This was 
my first notice of that fact, and was thus received on Sunday morning 
at 5.30 o’clock. , 

Throughout the period covered by this report the men and officers of 
my command underwent an astonishing amount of hard labor and toil, 
suffering greatly from the want of rest, from terrible exposure and 
fatigue, and the absence of nearly all the comforts even of camp life; 
but every demand upon their strength and energy was promptly met; 
every order was unhesitatingly obeyed, and every hardship and suffer- 
ing bravely and patiently endured, evincing a glorious spirit of self- 
sacrifice and determination, now mentioned alike in simple justice to 
them and with the utmost pride and satisfaction to myselt. 

On the field my entire field and staff and company officers and men 
(with scarcely a noticeable exception) bore themselves nobly and gal- 
lantly, displaying on every occasion a dauntless courage and patriotism, 
alike deserving the praises of their chivalrous State and the approval 
of a glorious country. 

Many officers and men of my command are justly entitled to the merit 
of personal honor and distinction. Lieut. W. W. Smith, of Company 
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C, shot and killed instantly on the field, fell covered with glory, in the 
gallant discharge of his duties, as did the other lamented dead and 
wounded of my regiment. 

With a very grateful recollection of my whole command, for their 
soldierly and manly demeanor throughout our whole campaign, I can- 
not close this report without submitting with it acknowledgments for 
valuable services and kind offices done me by Lieuts. Nath. Gooch, of 
Company C, and John M. Douglass, of Company G, who are also very 
justly entitled to all I have heretofore stated on behalf of other officers. 

Owing to the sudden and unexpected separation from my company 
officers I am unable to submit with this report the names of the killed 
and wounded of my regiment, and can therefore only state them in 
the aggregate: 


There were killéd on the field..c. oc sic ccte hc been Sere ee cce te we cuieeee Scenes eees 4 
Mortally Wounded 22.252c.cenes dec ece cee cec thee en wees desea terns Se sees eete ecee ee 6 
Supposed not mortally ...-.- 2-222 2-22 eee eee e tee eet te eee cone cee cone cece cees 38 
MISSING 2 dace teoeaen Uo Aeniteesns aes cs oswe dhac oe Gremocep ee ints se eeate esas ese eee 4 

Pitas secameGoseamuesioecaacs oie outcenncete Cee hiceadetemaseeeasees 52 


The foregoing report of the conduct and action of my regiment and 
of its casualties at Fort Donelson I have on this day the honor to sub- 
mit to you. 

Very respectfully, | 
JOSEPH B. PALMER, 
Colonel, Commanding Highteenth Tennessee Regiment. 


Col. JoHN C. BRown, 
Comdg. 3a Brig., 2d Div., Cent. Army of Kentucky, C. 8. Army. 





No. 61. 
Report of Col. Edward C. Cook, Thirty-second Tennessee Infantry. 


Fort DONELSON, STEWART CouNTY, TENN., 
February 16, 1862. 


The Thirty-second Tennessee Regiment reached Fort Donelson on 
the night of the 10th instant, with 555 men, rank and file, many of the 
regiment having been left sick at Russellville, Ky., many at Bowling 
Green, Ky., and some on furlough, sick at home. We were placed on 
the lett of General Buckner’s division. The entire regiment was em- 
ployed making intrenchments till the same were finished. The enemy 
began to fire upon us with artillery and sharpshooters as early as Tues- 
day evening, the 11th. : 

The weather was extremely cold, and being kept continually at labor 
and on duty, we suffered much from exposure. The regiment, although 
held in readiness at every moment, was not engaged in actual fight 
until Saturday, the 15th. 

On Friday night we were ordered to have cooked rations for three 
days, and, with knapsacks packed, to be ready to march at 4 o’clock the 
next morning. I then learned that it had been determined by the gen- 
erals in council at that hour to march to the extreme left of our intrench- 
ments, attack the enemy’s right wing and turn it, and, if we succeeded, 
to march for Nashville. 
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The next morning at 4 o’clock our brigade marched to the left of our 
intrenchments. Just as we were approaching the extreme left of our 
intrenchments General Buckner ordered me to place my regiment in 
column of division under cover of the hill in the rear of Green’s battery 
and to sustain it. 

We remained here until about 10 a. m., when General Pillow ordered 
me to move my regiment to the right and to cross the intrenchments 
and attack a battery of the enemy, which was then firing at us, and 
seemed to be situated some 800 yards from our intrenchments. Just as 
we were marching across the intrenchments General Buckner and Col- 
onel Brown came up, and, upon learning the order General Pillow had 
given, General Buckner ordered me to proceed to attack the battery, 
and ordered Colonel Palmer, with his regiment, to sustain me. I for- 
warded the regiment, crossed the intrenchments, threw out two com- 
panies as skirmishers, and moved the regiment forward in the direction 
of the enemy’s battery. The skirmishers very soon engaged those of 
the enemy, drove them back, killing some, taking 5 prisoners, and 
capturing some fine muSkets. 

We moved forward through woods with thick undergrowth; the 
bushes were covered with snow, which was melting slowly, and it was 
very difficult to move forward. We had advanced within 75 or 100 
yards of the enemy, and he had opened fire upon us with his battery, 
when Colonel Brown rode up and ordered me to move my regiment to 
the right and attack the battery at this point. The bushes were very 
thick, and we could with great difficulty move forward. Our skirmish- 
ers fired upon the enemy and rallied upon the battalion. I immediately 
ordered the regiment to kneel and fire and to load and fire kneeling. 
The fire began. Colonel Palmer, on my left, immediately opened fire 
from his regiment. The firing was kept up rapidly. The regiment all 
the while slowly, but gradually, moved forward. We were protected 
by cover of the timber and hill from the enemy’s shot. Licut. Col. W. 
P. Moore fell very early in the action, wounded in the right knee, and 
was carried from the field to the hospital. This left me with no field officer 
to aid me, Major Brownlow having been left sick at Russellville; Adju- 
tant Jones being on duty part of the day, but was not with the regiment 
in the engagement. I scon discovered many of the muskets failed to 
fire, the priming being wet (the most of the regiment being armed with 
inferior flink-lock muskets). After a while the left wing of the regiment 
began to fall back slowly, and then the right wing in good order, and, 
being satisfied that many of the guns, in good order to do execution, 
must be wiped and dried, and knowing that the regiment, after falling 
back a short distance, would be entirely protected from the enemy’s 
shot, I determined to let them fall back. After they fell back about 
100 yards I halted the regiment and ordered the men to wipe and dry 
their guns. Uponinquiry as to why they fell back, the officers informed 
me they heard an order to fall back, and believed it came from proper 
authority. | : 

After the guns were cleaned I threw out two companies of skirmish- 
ers, who proceeded as far as the Wynn’s Ferry road, in which was placed 
the enemy’s battery, when we attacked, and the skirmishers returned 
and reported that the enemy had retired beyond the road and could not 
be seen. After waiting some time and receiving no orders, Colonel 
Palmer and I, after consultation, determined to march our regiments 
back to the intrenchments where we had crossed and where my regi- 
ment had left their knapsacks. 
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When we reached the intrenchments, Major Cosby gave me an order 
from General Buckner to march my regiment immediately back to the 
intrenchments we had left-in the morning. At this moment we felt 
satisfied that the Wynn’s Ferry road was clear and the way to Nashville 
open; that fortune had smiled upon us, and that we ought to prove to 
her we were worthy of her favors. We marched rapidly back to our 
intrenchments and took position in them. In a few minutes the enemy 
appeared in large force in front of us and threatened to attack us, when 
night came on. 

Early at night I received orders to have three days’ cooked rations 
prepared, and, with knapsacks packed, to be ready to march at 4 o’clock 
next morning. At the appointed hour we marched out for Dover, and 
before we reached Dover we were ordered to return to our intrench- 
ments, and learned that capitulation for a surrender was going on. . 

it gives me pleasure to state that the officers and privates of the regi- 
ment, although jaded from labor and exposure, at all times exhibited 
great willingness to obey and anxiety to promptly execute all orders. 
In battle they behaved coolly and courageously, and not one of the regi- 
ment ever lett the line or his post of duty. The morale of the regiment 
was not corrupted or destroyed, and even after it was known we were 
surrendered, we had not a single straggler from the regiment. 

During the engagement on the 15th we lost in killed and had wounded 
in Company A, commanded by Capt. Willis Worley, 1 killed and 3 
wounded, whose names I cannot give, as I have no report from Com- 
pany A. I hereto attach a list of the other companies of the regi- 
ment, giving the names, number engaged, and the killed, wounded, and 
missing.* At the earliest moment it can be obtained I will forward a 
list of Company A, to be made a part of the exhibit hereto. 

Our gallant Colonel Moore died from the wound he received. The 
regiment, as well as all who knew him, deeply mourn his death. The 
surgeon, James I’. Grant, Quartermaster John T. Shephard, Commis- 
sary I. Shields Wilson, Quartermaster-Sergt. James P. Campbell, were 
all at their post and did their full duty. Capt. John D. Clarke, a drill 
master, was on duty during the entire week, and in the engagement of 
the loth. Capt. D. C. Sims, a drill master, assigned to my regiment, 
was on duty a portion of the week, but not in the engagement of the 
loth, being reported sick. 


RECAPITULATION. 
Rankand file, at fort Donelsou.. 2c. 200 wsscse sis bes wetee see wou destecioicc cotiee 5D 
At Donelson, not engaged on Saturday..---. 2.022. 2.2 none cnn e ce ne cee wne eee eee 21 
At Donelson, engaged on Saturday .-.. 2-22. ee ee ee ene cee cee cece cece eens O34 
DIG aso Bape chalets teem enc pea enemas omelet Sete Sagis Wee Send a Laat ait Seta eee ak 3 
Wouled and suimend cred. ui. deal ameaciiees use ecd skeet Gave aseeeecuae 15 
Wounded and not surrendered 222.0. c52c5c56.csc0,.csee deed telseks obewe Jamu wou es 21 
Missing ..... Suisse Manele cet cue ptetwan sas nara ee een ween Nea sea ase 1 
SCO Ped esas eee caveat eS Jia e ae Mae a ieee sakt encase 1 
NOU CC cic Bafana cataract hc Naas a ae ee Gs ed eh ata eee anlage vein Os 36 
PUT Etec gah te ele ec sata it a da Seen eted Se tes tee ea te 528 


Respectfully, 
ED. C. COOK, 
Colonel Thirty-second Tennessee Regiment. 
Col. JOHN C. BRown, 
Col., Comdg. 3d Brig., 2d Div., Central Army of Kentucky. 


* Not found. 
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Reports of Brig. Gen. Bushrod R. Johnson, C. S. Army, commanding 
division, &ec. 


HUNTSVILLE, ALA., March 4, 1862. 


Str: Between the hours of 11 and 12 p. m., on February 6, I received 
at Nashville, Tenn., a telegraphic dispatch of same date from Maj. W. 
W. Mackall, ‘assistant adjutant-general to General A. 8. Johnston, com- 
manding the Western Department of C. 8. Army, ordering me to take 
instant ‘command of Fort Donelson. 

In compliance with this order, I proceeded by the first boat to the 
point designated. On my way I reported to Brigadier-General Pillow, 
in Clarksville, from whom I received an additional order to assume com- 
mand at Fort Donelson. Upon my arrival, on the night of February 7, 
I found at the fort the troops which, under Col. A. Heiman, had reached 
there during the previous night from Tort Henry, consisting of the Tenth 
Regiment ‘Tennessee Infantry, Lieut. Col. R. W. MacGavoek ; ; Fourth 
Regiment Mississ®ppi Infantry, Colonel Drake; eight companies of 
Twenty- seventh Regiment Alabama Infantry, Colonel Hughes ; eight 
companies of Torty- ~eighth Regiment Tennessee Infantry, Col. W. M. 
Voorhies; Fifteenth Regiment. Arkansas Infantry, Colonel Gee; Ten- 
nessee Battalion, Colonel Browder ; two companies of Alabama Battal- 
ion, Major Garvin ; detachment of light artillery, Captain Culbertson ; 
N inth Battalion Tennessee cavalry, Licutenant- Golonel Gantt; one com- 
pany of Tennessee cavalry, Captain Milton. 

Also the forces stationed at Fort Donelson, consisting of the Thirtieth 
Regiment Tennessee Infantry, Col. J. W. Head ; Forty -ninth Regiment 
Tennessee Infantry, Col. J. E. Bailey; Fiftieth Regiment Tennessee In- 
fantry, Colonel Sugg; Fitty-third Regiment Tennessee Infantry, Colo- 
nel Abernathy; five companies of Tennessee infantry, Colonel 8S. H. 
Colms; one company light battery, Captain Maney. 

The ‘patteri ies of heavy artillery were manned by two companies of in- 
fantry, one commanded by Captain Bidwell, detact:ed from Colonel 
Head’s regiment, and the other commanded by Capt. T. W. Beaumont, 
from Colonel Sugg’s regiment of Tennessee volunteers. 

With and after my arrival at Fort Donelson re-enforcements were 
added which it will be unnecessary here to enumerate. Subsistence 
stores and munitions of war were being daily landed from transports, 
and, without adequate means of transportation, required storage. Work 
for the i improvement of the original plan of the defenses was in hand ; 
the sick had to be sent away to hospitals, and troops had to be assioned. 
and moved to their positions without definite knowledge of the strength 
of the re-enforcements destined for the place. Such were the duties, 
with many others incidental to the nature and condition of the com- 
mand, to which my attention was immediately directed. m 

On February 9, however, General Pillow arrived and assumed com- 
mand, and having disposed of the forces for the defense of the place, 
assigned me to the command of the left wing, consisting at that time 
of— 

Col. A. Heiman’s brigade: Tenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, 
Lieut. Col. Rh. W. MacGavock ; Fifty-thir rd Regiment Tennessee Volun- 
teers, Col. Alfred [H.| Abernathy ; eight companies of TForty-eighth 
Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Colonel Voorhies ; eight companies of 
Twenty: seventh Regiment Alabama Volunteers, Colonel Hughes; light | 
battery, Captain Maney. 
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Colonel Davidson’s brigade: Third Regiment Mississippi Volunteers,* 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wells; Eighth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lyon; Seventh Regiment Texas Volunteers, Colo- 
nel Gregg; First Regiment Mississippi Volunteers, Lieut. Col. A. 8. 
Hamilton. 

Colonel Drake’s brigade: Fourth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers, 
Major Adair; Fifteenth Regiment Arkansas Volunteers, Colonel Gee ; 
two companies of Twenty-sixth Regiment Alabama Volunteers, Major 
Garvin; Tennessee Battalion, Colonel Browder. | 

During the progress of the defenses of Fort Donelson the following 
additions were made to my command, viz: 

The Thirtieth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Colonel Head; Forty- 
second Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. W. A. Quarles. 

Colonel Wharton’s brigade: Fifty-first Regiment Virginia Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Massie; Fifty-sixth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, 
Captain Davis. 

Colonel McCausland’s brigade: Thirty-sixth Regiment Virginia Vol- 
unteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Reid ; Fiftieth Regiment Virginia Volun- 
teers, Major Thorburn; Twentieth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers, 
Maj. W. N. Brown. 

Colonel Baldwin’s brigade: Twenty-sixth Regiment Mississippi Vol- 
unteers, Colonel Reynolds ; Twenty-sixth Regiment Tennessee Volun- 
teers, Colonel Lillard. 

Light artillery: Seven pieces, Captain Green; four pieces, Captain 
French ; four pieces, Captain Guy. | 

On February 11, the enemy having made their appearance on the land 
side of our defenses and in rear of the town of Dover, our troops were 
ordered out by General Pillow, our line of rifle pits marked out for con- 
struction by Major Gilmer, of the Engimeers, and during the night of the 
12th these were brought nearly to completion and rendered quite efii- 
cient tor defensive purposes. Captain Maney’s and. Captain Green’s 
batteries were placed in position, and epaulements thrown up in front of 
them. 

At dusk, on the 12th instant, I threw out-pickets in front of the center 
of my command, on the Wynn’s Ferry road, and prepared to extend the 
abatis at that point. My pickets and working party were immediately 
driven in by the enemy, and 1 man was killed on the outside of the 
trenches and I inside; 1 man was also wounded on the outside who was 
never afterwards found, though search was immediately made for him. 
These were the first casualties that oceurred on the left wing. 

The following was the order in which the troops of the left wing were 
posted in the trenches, commencing on the right: Ist, Tenth Regiment 
Tennessee Volunteers, Lieut. Col. R. W. MacGavock ; 2d, Fifty-third 
Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. Alfred [I.] Abernathy ; 3d, bat- 
tery light artillery, Capt. Frank Maney ; 4th, eight companies Torty- 
eighth Tennessee Regiment, Col. W. M. Voorhies ; 5th, eight companies 
Twenty-seventh Alabama, Cofonel Hughes; 6th, Thirtieth Regiment 
Tennessee Volunteers, Colonel Head ; 7th, Fourth Regiment Mississippt 
Volunteers, Major Adair ; 8th, four pieceslight artillery, Captain French; 
Oth, Fifteeuth Regiment Arkansas Volunteers, Colonel Gee; 10th, two 
companies Alabama Battalion, Major Garvin; 11th, Tennessee Bat- 
talion, Colonel Browder; 12th, Fifty-first Regiment Virginia Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Massie; 13th, Third Regiment Mississippi Volun- 
teers, Lieut. Col. J. M. Wells; 14th, first division Green’s battery, Captain 

















* This regiment was afterwards known as the Twenty-third. Col. J. B. Deason’s | 
regiment retained its designation, * Third Mississippi.” 
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Green; 15th, four pieces light artillery, Captain Guy ; 16th, Kighth Regi- 
ment Jtentucky Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Lyon ; 17th, Seventh 
Regiment Texas Volunteers, Colonel Gregg; 18th, Fifty-sixth Regiment 
Virginia Volunteers, Captain Davis; 19th, First Regiment Mississippi 
Volunteers, Lieut. Col. A. S. Hamilton; 20th, second division Green’s 
battery, Lieutenant Perkins ; 21st, Twenty-sixth hkegiment Mississippi 
Volunteers, Colonel Reynolds. 

The following forces were in reserve on the left wing, viz: Forty-second 
Tennessee, Twentieth Mississippi, Thirty-sixth Virginia, and Twenty- 
sixth Tennessee Regiments. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Floyd arrived at Fort Donelson at daylight on the 
morning of February 13. 

A part of Colonel Heiman’s brigade was posted on the most elevated 
point on our left wing, and on it was made the first attack on my com- 
mand at about 12 m. on February 13. The enemy’s infantry, supported 
by artillery, made two assaults, the second one atter being re-enforced, 
and were both times gallantly repulsed within the period of two hours. 
The left of the Tenth Tennessee Regiment, the whole of the Iifty-third 
Jiennessee Regiment, commanded by Lieut. Col. Thomas I’, Winston, 
the right of the Forty-eighth Tennessee Regiment, and Captain Maney’s 
battery met the attack. The Forty-second Tennessee Regiment, under 
Colonel Quarles, arriving in rear of the heights about the time of the 
second attack—having been dispatched to me by General Pillow for that 
purpose—was pressed forward to support the defense, and was warmly 
engaged with the enemy, losing about 8 killed and wounded. The Fifty- 
third Tennessee Regiment lost a somewhat larger number. 

Having received the report of but one colonel—that of Colonel Lyon— 
it is proper here to state that I cannot give the casualties or do that com- 
plete justice to each and every part of iy command which I desire and 
which they so much merit. 

In this attack Captain Maney’s company of artillery and Colonels 
Abernathy’s and Quarles’ regiments principally suffered and deserve 
more particular notice. In Captain Maney’s company the loss was such 
that he was unable afterwards to man but ¢wo guns of the four which 
composed his battery. 

During this attack and until night most of the left win g Was exposed 
to the fire of sharpshooters and of field artillery. Colonel Lyon’s (Eighth 
Kentucky) regiment, posted in rifle pits, in front of which was planted, 
at 700 yards, a battery varying from two to four pieces, lost’ by these 
and sharpshooters 2 men killed and 10 wounded within six hours of this 
day, and the Seventh Texas Regiment, I am informed, lost 1 lieutenant 
killed. R 

During February 14 the main attack was made with the enemy’s gun- 
boats on our water batteries, which, being on the right wing, did not 
affect my command. It was, however, exposed to the fire of sharp- 
shooters and occasional artillery fire, without important results. 

Between 12 and 1 a.m. on February 15 it was resolved, in council, 
convened by General Floyd, to attack the enemy’s strong position on 
his right, while General Buckner should assault the enemy on the Wynn’s 
Ferry road. By this attack it was proposed to roll the enemy’s right 
wing back on his left, and at least to cut a way for our forces to retreat 
and save our army from capitulation. To provide for every contingency, 
even that of failure, a rallying point, far beyond the enem y’s lines, was 
designated, and all the plans were skillfully and minutely adjusted. The 
cominanding ofiicers of brigades were dismissed from the council, with 
orders to marshal their forces with the utmost dispatch, but from some 
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eause Colonel Davidson’s brigade did not appear punctually in its place. 
Proceeding to his headquarters, I learned from his aide, Capt. R. B. 
Ryan, that Colonel Davidson was severely indisposed, and had only 
given orders that his command should be held in readiness to move. I 
caused the brigade to be put in motion immediately, and at about 4 a. 
m. all the brigades designated were formed in columns of regiments on 
the left of and outside of our trenches. Here Colonel Simonton was 
placed in command of Colonel Davidson’s brigade. 

At early dawn the head of the column moved, under the orders of 
General Pillow, who led them, and very soon engaged the enemy with 
small-arms. Somewhat later Lieutenant Perkins opened fire upon the 
enemy from his artillery posted in the trenches. Colonel Baldwin’s 
brigade formed the right of the attacking force and was first to open 
fire. Colonels Wharton’s and McCausland’s brigades formed a line on 
the left of Colonel] Baldwin. Cclonel Simonton’s brigade was the next 
to advance, which it did in the following order from right to left, viz: 
Third Mississippi, Eighth Kentucky, Seventh Texas, and First Missis- 
sippi Regiments. When the head of this brigade had advanced about 
half way up the hill occupied by the enemy, the Third [Twenty- third] Mis- 
sissippi Regiment was brought forward and put into action. The Ei ghth 
Kentucky Regiment was then met by a heavy fire, which caused it to form 
in line ot battle under cover of [a] hollow to the right of the Third Mis- 
sissippi Regiment, from which it moved into action under a heavy fire 
from the enemy. The regiments of Colonel Gregg and Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Hamilton (the Seventh Texas and First Mississippi) moved forward 
together, and came iuto action on the right of the Highth Kentucky 
Regiment. This brigade being heavily pressed by the enemy, the Thirty- 
sixth Virginia Regiment was brought up to its left and put into action, 
So as to take the enemy in [the] flank. The left brigade, commanded 
by Colonel Drake, I placed in position, forming a handsome line, and 
pressed it forward to the attack. In passing from the left towards the 
right of our treuches, as did our line of battle, our left had to traverse 
a much larger circle than our right, and as our right moved near the 
trenches our left was the only wing liable to be outflanked. I therefore 
found ample occupation in pressing forward the left wing, keeping a 
regular, well-directed line, and in guarding the left flank. 

in the last of these duties I was greatly assisted by Colonel Forrest 
and his regiment of cavalry. Colonel Drake’s brigade, under its very 
gallant, steady, and efficient commander, moved almost constant] y under 
my eyc, and, when necessary, at my command. It moved in admirable 
order, preserving in a perfect manner a regular, well-connected line, 
almost constantly under fire, driving the enemy slowly from hill to bill 
intil about 1 p. m., when we reached a position nearly opposite the 
center of the left wing of our trenches. Here, observing the enemy in 
force in front and no troops supporting us on our right, I sent an aide- 
de-camp to ask for re-enforcements, and received an order to report in 
person to the commanding general within our defensive works. Upon 
hazarding the suggestion that the enemy in front of Colonel Drake’s 
brigade should be attacked, it was, after slight discussion, ordered by 
General Floyd that this brigade should for a time be displayed before 

@the enemy, and that the other brigades should take their positions in 
the rifle pits. Having duly disposed of Colonel Drake’s brigade accord- 
ing to orders, I returned in person to the intrenchments, at about 800 
yards distant. Very soon I found the.enemy had advanced and en gaged 
this brigade. After some personal examination of the enemy, and after 
learning that the right wing, under General Buckner, had called for 
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re-enforcements from the left, rendering it, perhaps, injudicious to send 
out more of the troops from the rifle pits, I directed Colonel Forrest, 
with a portion of his cavalry, to give aid to Colonel Drake, if necessary 
and practicable. Colonel Forrest soon returned and reported to me 
that he had advised Colonel Drake to fall back. Yet the enemy were 
finally driven back in gallant style by the brigade with heavy loss to 
them and without the loss of a single man on our side. Having nearly 
exhausted his ammunition, Colonel Drake fell back with his brigade 
into the rifle pits. Thus ended the conflict on the left wing on Febru- 
ary 15, the enemy having been driven back at every point where we had 
engaged him with heavy losses. | 

The Eighth Kentucky, Seventh Texas, and First Mississippi Regt- 
ments, of Colonel Simonton’s brigade, suffered, perhaps, the greatest 
losses. The Eighth Kentucky reports 17 men killed and 46 officers and 
men wounded, making its total loss, including 1 man wounded on the 
14th, 19 killed and 57 wounded. Capt. Robert Slaughter’s company (A), 
of the Eighth Kentucky, which advanced immediately on the two pieces 
of artillery on the first hill, is said to have suffered severely. 

The Seventh Texas Regiment, under Colonel Gregg, met with heavy 
losses near the top of the same hill. Here Lieutenant-Colonel [J. M.] 
Clough and Lieutenant [J. W.] Nowlin fell nearly together, nobly per- 
forming their duties on the field. 

When the two guns were carried on the first hill there were no troops 
on the right of Simonton’s brigade. The Virginia brigades occupied a 
position on its left, having driven the enemy from his first position and 
planted its colors on the top of the hill. Colonel Simonton’s brigade 
continued in action until the battery near the Wynn’s Ferry road had 
been carried by Colonel Forrest’s cavalry, where it was found in line of 
battle in advance of the point when the action ended, and was finally 
withdrawn into the trenches. 

I regret that Iam unable to give any particulars in regard to the 
Virginia brigades during this day’s action. I learned from some of its 
officers that it had suffered severe losses. 

During February 12 and 13 the whole of my command were in the 
trenches day and night, toiling, watching, and fighting, amid rain and 
sleet. On the night of the 13th the weather was very inclement and 
the men were exposed without shelter or fire. 

On the nights of the 14th and 15th the men were withdrawn a part 
at a time from the rifle pits, but by reason of their being marshaled 
for combat they found little repose. Perhaps but few instances of such 
continued fatigue and exposure will be found on record. It would 
seem that the command should have been well-nigh exhausted, vet not 
a single instance of repining ever reached my ear. Every privation was 
endured with unconquerable courage, and at all times, even at the sur- 
render of our forces, they manifested an invincible spirit. 

After the battle of the 15th the left wing remained in the trenches 
until between 1 and 2 a. m. on the 16th, when, having received orders 
from the commanding general, I drew out the whole of my command 
with a view to cut our way through the enemy’s right and retreat, as 
proposed on the night previous. The left wing was duly paraded in 
column of regiments outside of the left of our intrenchments by 3 a. n@ 
Somewhat later I discovered the Virginia Regiments moving from my 
command to the Dover landing, and learned that they moved by order 
of General Floyd. After waiting some time for orders I sent an aide 
to report my command ready to move, and received a written communi- 
cation from General Buckner to the effect that the command had de- 
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volved upon him, and directing me to await further orders. Shortly 
afterwards, learning that a courier from General Buckner was searching 
for me and being unable to find him, I repaired to the general’s head- 
quarters, and there learned that a surrender of our forces was proposed, 
and that measures had been taken preparatory thereto, and I was 
directed to communicate with the enemy’s pickets and to request that 
our forces should not be fired upon. Upon my return to my command 
I received the following communication from General Buckner, which 
had previously failed to reach me: 


HEADQUARTERS, Dover, Tenn., February 16, 1862. 
General B. R. JOHNSON, or ° 
COMMANDER OF INTRENCHMENTS, 
Near Dover, Tenn. : 

Sir: The command of the forces in this vicinity has devolved upon me by the order 
of General Floyd. I have sent a flag to General Grant, and during the correspondence 
and uatil further orders refrain from any hostile demonstrations. With aview to pre- 
venting a like movement on the enemy’s part you will endeavor to send a flag to the 
enemy’s posts in front of your position, notifying them of the fact that I have sent a 
communication to General Grant from the right of our position and desire to know his 
present headquarters. ; 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier- General, C. S. Army. 


P. S.— Your command will include that of General Pillow. ; 
S. B. B. 


Having dismissed the brigades of my command to allow them to 
return to their camps, I was cognizant of no act connected with the 
surrender of the Confederate forces at Fort Donelson and know not the 
terms of capitulation, but was informed in answer to queries that the 
men and officers were allowed to retain their personal effects and that 
the officers would retain their side-arms. The latter, it was stated to 
me, was not complied with, and some officers at least were disarmed 
as they passed aboard the transports. 

I here take occasion to do simple justice to the gentlemen of my staft 
at Tort Donelson. Maj. Powhatan Ellis and William T. Blakemore, 
formerly of Brigadier-General Tilghmaw’s staff, I continued on the same 
duty, and 1 appointed Lieut. Frank J. McLean, of Colonel Gantt’s cav- 
alry, to act as aide-de-camp. Subsequently I accepted the services of 
Lieut. George T. Moorman, of the artillery, as volunteer aide, all of 
whom proved themselves zealous and efficient officers. They were pres- 
ent with me in every danger and privation, and on many occasions dur- 
ing the conflict at Fort Donelson they performed difficult and dangerous 
duties, and in carrying orders were much exposed to the fire of the 
~ enemy’s Sharpshooters. 

They especially rendered efficient service during the actions on Feb- 
ruary 13 and 15, in carrying out my orders on the field under the ene- 
my’s fire; nor must I omit to mention in favorable terms the services of 
Mr. Gwinn and N. M. Blakemore, of the quartermaster’s department, 
who volunteered their services with my staff. 

The following is a copy of the list (furnished by my aide to General 
Buckner) of the troops surrendered as my command at Fort Donelson 
on Iebruary 16: 

Colonel Heiman’s brigade: Tenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, 
Lieut. Col. R. W. MacGavock ; Fifty-third Regiment Tennessee Volun- 
teers, Col. A. H. Abernathy; Forty-second Regiment Tennessee Volun- 
teers, Col. W. A. Quarles; eight companies Forty-eighth Regiment Ten- 
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nessee Volunteers, Col. W. M. Voorhies, and eight companies Twenty- 
seventh Alabama Volunteers, Colonel Hughes. 

Colonel Drake’s brigade: Fourth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers, 
Major Adair; Fifteenth Regiment Arkansas Volunteers, Coionel Gee; 
Alabama Battalion, Major Garvin, and Tennessee Battalion, Colonel 
Browder. 

Colonel Davidson’s brigade: Third [Twenty-third] Regiment Missis- 
sippi Volunteers, Lieut. Col. Joseph M. Wells; Eighth Regiment Ken- 
tucky Volunteers, Lieut. Col. H. B. Lyon; Seventh Regiment Texas 
Volunteers, Colonel Gregg, and First Regiment Mississippi Volunteers, 
Colonel Simonton. 

Colonel Baldwin’s brigade: Twenty-sixth Regiment Mississippi Vol- 
unteers, Colonel Reynolds, and Twenty-sixth Regiment Tennessee Vol- 
unteers, Colonel Lillard. 

Colonel Head’s brigade, commanded by Col. J. E. Bailey: Thirtieth 
Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Maj. J. J. Turner; Forty-ninth Regi- 
ment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. J. E. Bailey, and Fiftieth Regiment 
Tennessee Volunteers, Colonel Sugg. 

Unattached commands: Twentieth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers, 
Maj. W. N. Brown; five companies Tennessee Battalion, Maj. 8. H. 
an and Ninth Battalion Tennessee Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel 

antt. 

Cavalry of Colonel Forrest’s regiment, commanded by Captain Over- 
ton, and consisting of Lieutenant Flournoy and five other heutenants, 
and men of the Fifty-sixth, Thirty-sixth, and Fifty first Virginia Reg1- 
ments, as follows: About 80 men of the Fifty-sixth, 3 of the Thirty-sixth, 
and 2 of the Iifty-first Virginia Regiments. 

Light batteries commanded by Capts. Reuben [R.] Ross, Frank 
Maney, J. H. Guy, and D. A. French. 

Heavy artillery, commanded by Captain Culberston. 

Staff: B. R. Johnson, brigadier-general C. 8. Army; George Triplett 
Moorman, light artillery, and Frank J. McLean, light cavalry, aides-de- 
camp. 

Reported belonging to Brigadier-General Tilghman’s staif: Herbert 
S. Dallam, major and commissary, and Louis Gerard, light artillery. 

It is proper to state that many of [the] men and officers commenced to 
leave Fort Donelson as soon as they were aware‘of the proposed sur- 
render, and hundreds of them no doubt have made their way to their 
homes and to the Army. I have not learned that a single one who 
attempted to escape met with any obstacle. 

Almost immediately upon discovering that steps had been taken 
towards surrendering our forces, the question occurred to me whether 
the example of our commanding general was an appropriate one, under 
the circumstances in which I was* placed, to be followed, especially as I 
had no part in the surrender, and had only on an emergency taken 
command of the troops with which I had not been previous)y identified. 
I, however, concluded to stay with the men, promote their comfort as far 
as possible, and share their fate. 

By Tuesday, February 18, the troops of my command had been sepa- 
rated from me, having been sent down the river on board of steamers, 
and I concluded that it was unlikely that I could be of any more service 
to them. I, however, formed no purpose or plan of escape. 

In the afternoon, towards sunset, of February 18 I walked out witha 
Confederate officer and took my course towards the rifle pits on the hill, 
formerly occupied by Colonel Heiman, and finding no sentinel to obstruct 
me, I passed on and was soou beyond the Federal encampments. I had 
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taken no part in the surrender; had received no orders or instructions 
from the Federal authorities; had not been recognized or even seen by 
any of the general officers; had been given no parole, and had made 
no promises. If my escape involves any question of military law, duty, 
or honor, I desire it may be thoroughly investigated, and I shall submit 
with pleasure to any decision of the proper authorities. 

Having failed to do so in the proper place, I take pleasure in ac- 
knowledging my indebtedness to R. B. Ryan, aide-de-camp to Colonels 
Davidson and Simonton, for a written statement of facts connected with 
the operations of Colonel Davidson’s brigade on February 15. I also 
can bear testimony to the activity and efficiency of Lieutenant Ryan 
during the defense of Fort Donelson. 

My impression is that our loss in killed and wounded on the left win 
does not exceed 590; that of the enemy was perhaps 3,009. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BL. R. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 
Capt. G. A. HENRY, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpars. THIRD DIVISION, ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Listull Springs, Tenn., November 8, 1862. 


Having been advised by General Pillow that I shall subserve the 
-Simple cause of justice and aid to furnish facts necessary to a proper 
understanding by the Government of the operations of the army at . 
Fort Donelson by giving a statement of the purposes determined upon 
in the conference of general officers on the night of February 14, I 
cheerfully submit the following facts as a supplementary report: 

It was resolved to attack the enemy’s right, with a view first to whip 
him and drive him from his design upon our position. Failing in this, 
it was proposed and decided to cut our way out of the fort and unite 
with the army at Nashville. The plans and preparations necessary to 
ecmmence the retreat, after the way was opened, or the circumstances 
which should determine exactly when it should commence, were not 
settled more definitely than indicated in general terms given above. 
How and when the retreat should begin was not determined in con- 
ference, and these were clearly things to be determined at a subsequent 
period. There was no proposition made in the conference to retreat 
from the battle-field and no determination made to do so. If a propo- 
sition had been made for a retreat fronf the field of battle, it would at 
once have suggested the necessity of making proper provisions for the 
inarch, of food and clothing for the intensely cold weather, and an ad- 
ditional supply of ammunition; and such preparation made previously 
to the battle would have greatly loaded down and encumbered the men 
in the fight. | 

Irom the character of the field upon which we fought we were not 
able to use our artillery on it, and did not take it out of our line of 
works. From the position of the enemy and the condition in which 
we found our army after the fight I do not believe a successful retreat 
could have been immediately made. The retreat would have had to 
be made fighting. The proper time, in my opinion, would have been 
at night, after reforming the command and supplying its wants. 

I was not present at the conference of officers on the night of the 
15th, but during the night I received orders announcing the fact that 


& 
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we were going to evacuate the place and retreat towards Charlotte, 
Tenn. I was directed to have my men supplied with subsistence, ammu- 
nition, blankets, and knapsacks, the time, position, and their formation 
on the field being designated in the order. The command was duly 
formed by the time designated, but the necessity of carrying out the 
order was obviated by instructions afterwards received from General | 
Buckner, referred to in my original report. The necessity for the state- 
ment of these facts was not foreseen when I prepared my original. 
report. 
Very truly, your obedient servant, 
B. R. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


ss 


{[Indorsement No. 1.] 


I have compared the above copy with the original supplemental 
report of General B. R. Johnson, and attest it as a true copy. 
W. H. HUMPHREYS, 
Confederate States District Judge. 


{[Indorsement No. 2.] 


The services detailed in this report having been performed while 
Brig. Gen. B. R. Johnson was under my immediate command, and 
General Floyd being out of the service and inaccessible, and General 
A. S. Johnston being dead, I forward this report directly to the Sec- 
retary of War, through the Adjutant-General. Me 

GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 





No. 63. 
Report of Col. A. Heiman, Tenth Tennessee Infantry, commanding brigade. 


RICHMOND, VA., August 9, 1862. 


Sir: My imprisonment since the surrender of the troops at Fort Don- 
elson has prevented me from reporting the operations of the brigade 
under my command during the action at Fort Donelson before now. In 
the absence of General Pillow, who commanded the division to which 
my brigade was attached, it becomes my duty, and I have the honor, to 
submit to you the following report: 

After the battle of Fort Heury, on February 6 last, I was directed 
by General Tilghman, then in command of the defenses of the Tennessee 
and Cumberland Rivers, to retreat with the garrison of the fort by the 
upper road to Fort Donelson. The garrison consisted, besides the com- 
pany of artillery which was surrendered with the fort, of two brigades, 
the first commanded by myself and the second by Colonel Drake, con- - 
sisting of an aggregate of about 2,600 men. After avery tedious march 
we reached Tort Donelson at 12 o’clock at night, where Colonel Head, 
of the Thirtieth Tennessee, was in command during the absence of Gen- 
eral Tilghman. Expecting the arrival of General B. R. Johnson and 
other general officers in a few days I did not assume command, which 
would have been my duty, being next in command to General Tilghman. 

Gencral Johnson arrived on the 8th, General Pillow on the 9th, Gen- 
eral Buckner on the 12th, and General Floyd on the 13th of February. 

The brigade assigned to my command consisted of the Tenth Tennes- 
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see, Lieutenant-Colonel MacGavock; Forty-second Tennessee, Colonel 
Quarles; Forty-eighth Tennessee, Colonel Voorhies ; Fiftv-third Tennes- 
see, Colonel Abernathy; Twenty-seventh Alabama, Colonel Hughes, 
and Captain Maney’s light battery, amounting in all to an aggregate of 
about 1,600 men. 

This brigade formed the right of General Pillow’s division, and was 
in line on the left of the division of General Buckner, who commanded 
the right wing. 

The ground I occupied in line of defense was a hill somewhat in the 
shape of a V, with the apex at the angle, which was the advance point 
as well as the center of my command, and nearly the center of the whole 
line of defense. Irom this point the ground descended abruptly on 
each side to a valley. The valley on my right was about 500 yarcs in 
width, and divided my command from General Buckner’s left wing. 
The one on my left was about half that width, and ran between my left 
wing and the brigade commanded by Colonel Drake. These two valleys 
united about half a mile in the rear. The ground in front of my line 
(2,600 feet in length) was sloping down to a ravine and was heavily 
timbered. | 

We commenced digging rifle pits and felling abatis on the 11th, and 
continued this work during the following night, under the directions of 
Major Gilmer and Lieutenant Morris, engineers, the latter belonging 
to General Tilghman’s staff. The pits were occupied by Lieutenant- 
Colonel MacGavock’s regiment on thé right, Colonel! Voorhies’ regiment 
on the left, Colonels: Abernatby’s and Hughes’ regiments and Maney’s 
battery in the center. Colonel Quarles’ regiment I hé'd in reserve, but 
several of his companies also had to occupy the pits, the other regiments 
not being sufficient to cover the whole line. Colonel Head, of the 
Thirtieth Tennessee Regiment, occupied the valley between my command 
and Colonel Drake’s brigade. I was afterwards informed that this regi- 
ment was also placed under my command, but, the colonel not having re- 
ported to me, I did not know it. 

In the mean time the enemy commenced forming his line by invest- 
ment and his pickets were seen in every direction. Early on the morn- 
ing of the 12th he had two batteries placed in range of my position, one 
on my left and front, and the other on the other side of the valley on 
my right. Both were in the edge of the woods and under cover, while 
Captain Maney’s battery, on the summit of the hill, was entirely exposed 
not only to the enemy’s artillery, but also to their sharpshooters. No 
time could yet have been spared to protect his guns by a parapet; be- 
sides, we were ill-provided with tools for that purpose. However, our 
battery had some advantage over the battery on my left in altitude, 
and had also a full range of a large and nearly level field to the left, 
which the enemy had to cross to attack Colonel Drake’s position or my 
own from that direction. In that respect and some other points the 
position of my battery was superb. | 

The enemy’s battery on my right had only range of part of my right 
wing, but was in a better position to operate on General Buckner’s left 
wing. Both batteries opened fire at 7 o’clock in the morning and kept 
it up until 5 o’clock in the evening, firing at any position on our line 
within theirrange. Their fire was returned by Maney’s battery, Graves’ 
battery of Colonel Brown’s command, and a battery at Colonel Drake’s 
position. The evemy’s guns were nearly all rifled, which gave them a 
great advantage in range and otherwise. However, with the exception 
of the loss of two artillery horses, my command met with no other seri- 
ous casualties on that day. 


308 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND S.W. VA. [CHar. XVII. 


At night I strengthened my pickets and directed Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGavock to throw a strong picket across the valley on my right. There 
were no rifle pits or any other defenses in that valley, although a road 
leading from Dover to Paris Landing, on the Tennessee River, runs 
through it. Colonel Cook, of Colonel Brown’s brigade, co-operated with 
Lieutenant-Colonel MacGavoeck in guarding this point afterwards. 
Strong parties were kept at work during the whole night in improving 
the rifle pits and felling abatis. 

Daylight next morning (13th) showed that the enemy was not idle 
either. During the night he placed another battery in position on my 
left, and the one on my right he had considerably advanced to get a 
better range on my right and center and on Captain Graves’ battery. 
He had also thrown across the main valley two lines of infantry (ad- 
vance and rear), about three-quarters of a mile from our line, and the 
firing of all his batteries was resumed early in the morning and was 
promptly answered by our batteries. One of the gunners had both his 
hands shot off while in the act of inserting the friction primer. 

At about 11 o’clock my pickets came in, informing me of the advance 
of a large column of the enemy. Having myself been convinced of that 
fact, and finding that they were deploying their columns in the woods 
in front of my right and center, I directed Captain Maney to shell the 
woods, and use grape and canister when they caine within the proper 
range, which was promptly executed. Captain Graves, seeing the enemy 
advancing upon my line, with excellent judgment opened his battery 
upon them across the valley. In the mean time their sharpshooters had 
approached my line through the woods, fired their rifles from behind 
the trees, killing and wounding Maney’s gunners in quick succession. 
First Lieutenant Burns was one of the first who fell. Second Lieu- 
tenant Massie was also mortally wounded; but the gallant Maney, with 
the balance of his men, stood by their guns like true heroes, and kept 
firing into their lines, which steadily advanced within 40 yards of our 
rifle pits, determined to force my right wing and center. Now the firing 
commenced from the whole line of rifle pits in quick succession. This 
constant roar of musketry from both lines was kept up for about fifteen 
minutes, when the enemy were repulsed; but they were rallied, and 
vigorously attacked us the second and third time, but with the same 
result, and they finally retired. They could not stand our galling fire. 
The dry leaves on the ground were set on fire by our batteries, and, IL 
reeret to state, several of their wounded perished in the flames. The 
pickets I sent out after their retreat brought in about 60 muskets and 
other equipments they had left behind. I learned from two prisoners 
who were brought in that the attack was made by the Seventeenth, 
Forty-eighth, and Forty-ninth Illinois Regiments, and have since learned 
from their own report that they lost in that attack 40 killed and 200 
wounded. | 

Our loss I cannot accurately state, nor am I able to give the names 
of killed and wounded, as subsequent events prevented me from get- 
ting reports of the different commanders; but I am sure that my loss is 
not over 10 killed and about 30 wounded, nearly all belonging to Cap- 
tain Maney’s artillery and Colonel Abernathy’s regiment, which was at 
that time under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Winston. The fir- 
ing from their batteries continued all day. 

Late in the evening General Pillow re-enforced me with a section of 
a light battery, under Captain Parker. The night was unusually cold 
and disagreeable. Snow and sleet fell during the whole night; never- 
theless we constructed a formidable parapet in front of the battery, in 
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which I was actively assisted by Major Grace, of the Tenth Tennessee. 
This hard and most unpleasant labor was chiefly performed by Colonel 
Quarles’ regiment. It was a horrible night, and the troops suffered 
dreadfully, being without blankets. 

Next day (14th), finding the enemy again in line across the valley, 
and believing that he would attempt to force my line on my right, I 
directed Captain Maney to move a section of his battery down tae hill, 
in range of the valley. The advance of the enemy towards this direc- 
tion would then have been checked by Graves’ and Maney’s batteries, 
and the fires of MacGavock’s and Cook’s regiments from the right and 
left; but no demonstration was made in that direction, although I con- 
sidered it the weakest point in our line. 

During the whole day my command was exposed to a cross-fire of the 
enemy’s batteries and were much annoyed by their sharpshooters. 

At 11 o’clock at night I was summoned to attend a consultation of 
general officers at General Floyd’s headquarters. The general opinion 
prevailed that the pl:ce could not be held against at least treble the 
number of our forces, besides their gunboats, and that they could cut 
off our communication at any time and force a surrender; therefore it 
was agreed to attack the enemy’s right wing in force at 4 o’clock in the 
morning, and then to act according to circumstances, either to continue 
the fight or to cut through their lines and retreat towards Nashville. 
General Buckner was to move a little later and attack the enemy’s 
flank at the moment he gave way to our forces in his front. I was 
directed to hold my position. Colonel Bailey was to remain in the fort 
(near the river), and Head’s regiment was to occupy the vacated rifle 
pits of General Bucknei’s command. I doubted very much that these 
positions, isolated as they were from each other, could be held if 
attacked, and I stated my fears to General Floyd, who replied, if I was 
pressed to fall back on the fort or act as circumstances would dictate. 

At the appointed hour on the 15th the different brigades moved to 
their assigned positions. Major Rice, aide-de-camp to General Pillow, 
brought an order to me from General Buckner to send a regiment for- 
ward and hold the Wynn’s Ferry road until the arrival of General 
Buckner’s division. This duty I assigned to Colonel Quarles’ regiment, 
which returned after the fulfillment of this order. Major Cunningham, 
chief of artillery (directed by General Floyd), reported to me that two 
light batteries were at my disposal. Having more guns than I could 
use to an advantage, and not a sufficient number of gunners to work 
them, I respectfully declined the offer, but requested him to send me 
efficient gunners for at least one battery. This wasdone. Major Cun- 
ningham came with them and remained with me for some time. During 
the day my guns were used to the best advantage, and at one time with 
excellent effect, against the enemy’s cavalry, who immediately after 
were pursued by Forrest’s cavalry. 

About noon I was directed by an aide-de-camp of General Buckner to 
guard the fire of my battery, as he intended to send a column to charge 
one of the enemy’s batteries. Seeing these regiments pass my left in 
the open field, and being aware that my left wing could not be attacked 
at that time, I sent two regiments from my left (Colonel Voorhies’ and 
Colonel Hughes’) to their support; but before they could reach the 
ground the three attacking regiments were withdrawn. The battery 
was not taken, and my regiments returned. Larly in the evening the 
different troops were ordered back to their respective rifle pits, but the 
fighting continued at different points until night. 3 

At 2 o’elock on the morning of the 16th Lieutenant Moorman, aide- 
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de-camp to General Johnson, brought the order to vacate the rifle pits 
without the least noise and to follow the movement of the troops on 
my left, stating at the same time that it was the intention to fight 
through their lines before the break of day. All the forces were con- 
centrated near Dover, under the command of General Johnson. In the 
mean time white flags were placed on the works of our former lines, 
and by the time the sun rose above the horizon our forces were sur- 
rendered. 

Much credit is due to Captains Maney and Parker, of the artillery, 
for their gallant conduct during the action, as well as to many other 
officers and men, whom, in the absence of reports from their respective 
commanders, [ am unable to particularize; but it gives me great pleas- 
ure to state that, with very few exceptions, they all have done their 
duty like brave and gallant soldiers. 

To Capt. Leslie Ellis, acting assistant adjutant-general, and my aide- 
de-camp, Captain Bolen, I am particularly indebted for their untiring 
exertions in assisting me in the performance of my duties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. HEIMAN, 


Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Maj. GEORGE B. Cossy, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





No. 64. 


Report of Lieut. T. McGinnis, Acting Adjutant Forty-second Tennessee 
Infantry. 


; COLUMBIAN HOTEL, 
Richmond, Va., August 11, 1862. 


Sir: The Forty-second Tennessee Regiment, Colonel Quarles, was 
quartered at Clarksville, Tenn., and Wednesday, I*ebruary 12, received 
orders from Brigadier-General Pillow to proceed to Fort Donelson, 
where we arrived next morning, on a transport, under a heavy fire. The 
companies, were formed on the boat and marched off in regular order, and 
in passing through the village of Dover we had 2 or 3 men wounded 
(1 mortally) by the enemy’s shells. We were consigned to Colonel Hei- 
man’s brigade, where a hot fire was then being carried on. Three com- | 
panies were thrown into the trenches on the flank of Colonel Aberna-— 
thy’s regiment; the balance were retained as a support. Soon after 
our arrival the firing ceased and the enemy withdrew. 

In the course of the evening the whole regiment was thrown into the 
trenches, where they remained until Saturday morning, with but little 
skirmishing, when the regiment was ordered about half a mile to the 
left and again placed in the trenches. Here it was not designated to 
what brigade the regiment belonged. A heavy conflict was here being 
waged inour front about 10a.m. I believe it was your brigade engaged, 
and it was here the coolness and daring of Colonel Quarles first became 
conspicuous. The regiment on his flank began to leave the trenches 
under a heavy fire from the enemy’s batteries. Colonel Quarles rallied 
the stragglers and returned them to the trenches. 

The regiment remained here until about 4p. m., when we were ordered 
to the extreme right, where the enemy were reported to have taken some 
of our trenches. Cold and benumbed as were the troops, they double- 
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quicked for 14 miles through the mud, slush, ice, and snow, formed in 
front of the enemy, and, with a brisk fire of some twenty minutes, 
caused the enemy to retire. I believe you were present and know with 
what gallantry it was done. 

Before closing my report I will call your attention to the cool and 
gallant conduct of Colonel Quarles. He was always at the head of his 
regiment, and set a gallant example for his officers and men. 

The loss of the regiment was 11 wounded, 4 mortally. The number 
engaged was 498, rank and file. 

The above report is respectfully submitted. 

T. McGINNIS, 
Acting Adjutant Forty-second Tennessee Regiment. 


Brigadier-General BUCKNER. 





No. 65. 


Report of Lieut. R. B. Ryan, Aide-de-Camp, of operations of Davidson’s 
Brigade. 


HUNTSVILLE, ALA., March 6, 1862. 


Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the part which 
was taken by Colonel Davidson’s brigade in the action near Fort Don- 
elson, on Saturday, the 15th of February last. 

On Saturday morning, between 3 and 4 o’clock, Colonel Davidson 
ordered me to have the four regiments composing his brigade in readi- 
ness to march at a moment’s notice. As soon as the commanders of the 
regiments had been notified orders were received from yourself to hurry 
the formation of the brigade behind the left of our line of intrench- 
ments, which orders were executed, I think, before 5 o’clock. Taking 
the position assigned us in the column under command of Colonel Simon- 
ton, of the First Mississippi, we moved forward in the following order, 
marching by the right flank: The Third [Twenty-third] Mississippi, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wells, on the right; the Highth Kentucky, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lyon, on the right of the center; the Seventh Texas, 
Colonel Gregg, on the left of the center; the First Mississippi, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hamilton, on the left. 

When our right had advanced half way up the hill or ridge, occupied 
by the enemy, the Third Mississippi was ordered forward into line and 
shortly after came into action; the Eighth Kentucky was met by such a 
heavy fire that it was formed in a hollow to the right of the Third Mis- 
Sissippi, and moved forward in line of battle, receiving a very severe 
and destructive fire from the first moment of coming into action. The 
regiments of Colonel Gregg and Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton were 
formed into line of battle to the right of the Eighth Kentucky and 
moved forward together into action. The enemy pressing us very hard, 
Colonel Simonton was afraid our men would give way, and sent me to 
General Pillow for some re-enforcements at about 8 o’clock. General 
Pillow gave me orders for a regiment stationed on the extreme left of our 
line to move toour assistance. I found it to be the Thirty-sixth Virginia, 
under command of the major, whose name I do not know, and conducted 
it along the brow of the hill until near the left of our brigade, where I 
suggested to the major to form and bring his men into action so as to 
take the enemy, that was pressing us so hard, in the flank, which he did, 
and his men fought gallantly. 
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The greatest loss we sustained was near where the two pieces of artil-. 
lery were captured, nearly half of Captain Slaughter’s company (A), 
Eighth Kentucky, being cut down in the advance on the position of the 
enemy. Colonel Gregg’s regiment met with severe losses while near the 
top of the hill; in some places it seemed asif a whole rank fel] at a time. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Clough and Lieutenant Nowlin, of this regiment, 
fell dead near together. The First Mississippi also suffered severely, but 
I could not approximate the loss in killed and wounded of the brigade ; 
I can only say that after coming out of the action the First Mississippi, 
Kighth Kentucky, and Seventh Texas seemed to have lost half their 
numbers, while the Third Mississippi was the only one that suffered a 
trifling loss; the loss in this regiment being not more than 12 or 15 
killed and wounded. 

Our men continued in action until the taking of a battery by the cav- 
alry or throughout the day’s fighting, after which our brigade was formed 
into line of battle towards the right or in advance of the point where 
the action ended, and, after remaining in this position for perhaps three- 
quarters of an hour, was marched back to the intrenchments. | 

: hk. B. RYAN, 
Aide to Colonel Davidson, Commanding Brigade. 


Maj. Gen. BUSHROD R. JOHNSON. 


No. 66. 


Report of Col. John M. Simonton, First Mississippi Infantry, com- 
manding brigade. 


JACKSON, MIss., September 24, 1862. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to submit a report of the action and 
casualties of the brigade I commanded at the battle of Fort Donelson, 
on February 15. 

I have been prevented from doing so sooner from the discourtesy of 
the Federal authorities, either to allow me to make it to a superior offi- 
cer in captivity with me (but in a different prison) or in any other way; 
and I now make this report to you direct, because I do not know the 
whereabouts of the proper division commanders, and from a desire to 
do justice to the gallant officers and men under my command upon the 
bloody field; also that the Government may know who not only met 
the invading foe, but shed their blood in defense of the most holy cause 
for which freemen ever fought, and that the families, in after times, may 
reap the benefits of their noble deeds and costly sacrifices. 

On Saturday, February 15, abgut 1 a. m., I received a verbal order 
from Brigadier-General Pillow to take command of the brigade com- 
manded up to that time by Colonel Davidson, of the Third [Twenty- 
third] Mississippi (and properly the brigade of Brigadier-General Clark, 
of Mississippi), composed of the following regiments, viz: Third Missis- 
sippi, Colonel Davidson, Lieutenant-Colonel Wells commanding; First 
Mississippi, Colonel Simonton, Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton enammanda- 
ing; Seventh Texas, Colonel Gregg commanding; Eighth Kentucky, 
Colonel Burnett, Lieutenant-Colonel Lyon commanding; and the Forty- 
second Tennessee, Colonel Quarles commanding. The last-named regi- 
ment, however, was detached previous to going into the action, and 
from which I have received no report. 
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In obedience to orders, the brigade was formed in column under the 
crest of the hill in rear of and to the left of the rifle pits occupied by 
our army, and in rear of the brigade commanded by Colonel Baldwin, 
of the Fourteenth Mississippi, in which position we remained until 5 a. m. 
The enemy were in position behind the crests of a number of small hills 
in front and to the right of our rifle pits, and encircling our entire left 
Wibg. : 

At the hour above mentioned, Colonel Baldwin received orders to 
move in the direction of the enemy and attack them on the right. I 
was ordered to follow with my command, which order I obeyed, but 
owing to the ground and timber we were compelled to march by the 
flank, and had not moved more than 400 yards when the head of the 
column was fired upon. I immediately sent an order to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wells to face his right wing to the right, and wheel it to the 
right, so that I might occupy a position on Colonel Baldwin’s right (the 
~ one General Pillow had directed), but by some misunderstandin g of the 
order, or its being miscarried, Lieutenant-Colonel Wells changed his 
front forward on first company, breaking my line at the left of his regi- 
ment. I then ordered Lientenant-Colonel Lyon, of the Eighth Ken- 
tucky, to file right and move by the flank at double-time, which the 
gallant: officer obeyed under a heavy fire of the enemy’s musketry. 
Before they had completed the movement many of his noble men had 
bravely fallen, but they held their position determinedly, and immedi- 
ately I ordered Colonel Gregg, of the Seventh Texas, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hamilton, of the First Mississippi, to move their respective 
regiments at double-quick in rear of and beyond the Highth Kentucky, 
which movement those officers executed with as much coolness and 
their commands in as good order as if they had been on review. I at 
the same time dispatched an order to Lieutenant-Colonel Wells to 
occupy the position on the left of the Eighth Kentucky. (I make this 
explanation to show how the regiments changed position in going into 
action and that justice may be done to all as near as possible.) 

This threw me in line of battle in the following order: The Seventh 
Texas on the right, First Mississippi second, Kighth Kentucky third, 
and Third Mississippi on the left and in front of the lett of General 
McClernand’s division of the Federal army. During this entire time 
the enemy kept up a continuous volley of musketry, with, however, but 
little effect, most of the balls passing over us. I now ordered the entire 
command to advance and occupy the crest of the hill, which was exe- 
cuted with a coolness and steadiness that would have done honor to 
soldiers of a hundred battles. That heroic band of less than 1,500 in 
number marched up the hill, loading and firing as they moved, gaining 
inch by inch on an enemy at least four times their number, For one 
long hour this point was hotly contested by the enemy, and many gal- 
lant officers and brave men fell in the faithful discharge of their duty, 
among whom was the lamented and daring Lieutenant-Colonel Clough, 
of the Seventh Texas, together with a number of compan y officers, whose 
names are mentioned in the list of killed and wounded. 

At this moment I was informed by an adjutant that the command 
was running short of ammunition. I immediately dispatched an aide, 
Captain Ryan, to General Pillow for re-enforcements, and at the same 
time ordered Colonel Gregg to move his regiment farther to the right, 
to prevent a flank movement I discovered the enemy were attempting 
to make, and the remainder of my command to charge the enemy’s 
lines, which movements were executed with a spirit and determination 
that insured success. The enemy’s lines gave way, and the rattle of 
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musketry was drowned by the shouts of victory that rose along the 
lines of men conscious of superiority and right. The enemy, however, 
again rallied, and formed in line of battle a few hundred yards in rear 
ot their first position and in rear of four picces of artillery of Schwartz’s 
battery. 

he line of my brigade, in the charge over the hills and in passing 
through the enemy’s camp, having become somewhat: broken, I ordered 
the commandant to balt and rectity their alignments, which was quickly 
done; and, being now informed by Captain Ryan that the Fifcy-sixth 
Virginia Regiment was on my left, I again ordered an advance, which 
was promptly obeyed by all, and soon the enemy was again driven from 
his position and four pieces of Schwartz’s battery in our possession. The 
enemy continued to fall back, contesting the crest of every hill, until 
we had driven them over 14 miles, and had_possessiun of the ground 
occupied by the left of McClernand’s and Wallace’s divisions of the 
Federal army. The enemy had disappeared behind the crests of a 
range of hills about half a mile in our front and in the direction of 
their transports. At this point I was ordered to halt my command and 
await further orders. 

In the mean time the brigade was furnished with ammunition (chiefly 
gathered from the slain of the enemy), the lines rectified, and the com- 
mand brought to a rest, in which position we remained for a consider- 
able time, until orders came for us to march inside the rifle pits, which 
order was obeyed withont the fire of a gun, or even the sight of the 
foe, unless he was wounded or a prisoner. I had not fully occupied 
my position in the rifle pits when an order came to me to move at 
double-quick to the right of our line. The men were again ordered 
into line and moved in the direction indicated, but before arriving at 
the specified point another order was received to return. Thus ended 
the battle of February 15, so far as the brigade I commanded partici- 
pated. 

The number of killed and wounded in each regiment, as per adju- 
tant’s reports, is as follows: 











=| eo] 
oe ae a 

Organization. : ES 3 =| 

os = <4 

a ye E 

ee 

3c [23d] Mississippi Regiment ...-.-.--------e-- erence reer e erect re ree neste 546 5 46 
Sth Kentucky Regiment .....-.-------2-- 22s eee ee cere e eer en ne rece enesrerser es 312 27 72 
Tth Texas Regiment ......--.-.-0--2 eee cence eect e eres ee sers ccc r sneer senee re 305 20 39 
1st Mississippi Regiment .-....--.--- -----eeeeeeererrrerser erste rete tc reeset 331 16 61 
Total . 2.0.2 nc ccc cee cence cece cece rece ee ee ec ee ceeenennccereccsesanaen eee: 1, 494 68 218 


Making a total of 286 killed and wounded out of 1,494 officers and 
men. 

I respectfully refer you to documents A, B, C, and D for the names 
of the killed and wounded of the different regiments.* 

I cannot call especial attention to one of the field officers under my 
command without doing injustice to the others. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wells, assisted by Captains Kenedy and Wells, of the Third Missis- 
sippi; Lieutenant-Colonel Lyon, assisted by Major Henry, of the Eighth 
Kentucky; Colonel Gregg, Lieutenant-Colonel Clough, and Major Gran- 
bury, of the Seventh Texas; Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton and Major 


*Not found. 
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Johnston, of the First Mississippi, all won for themselves the confi- 
dence of their command and are entitled to the highest commendation 
of their countrymen. Capt. R. B. Ryan and Sergt. Maj. T. H. Wilson 
acted as my aides, and discharged their duty gallantly. 

It would give me much pleasure to mention the names of company 
officers who distinguished themselves for efficiency and gallantry, but 
their conduct will be made known by their respective regimental com- 
manders. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
| JOHN M. SIMONTON, 
Col. First Miss. Regt., Comdg. Brig. at Battle of Fort Donelson. 


General 8. COOPER, . 
Adjutant and Inspector General, C. S. Army. 





No. 67. 
Report of Lieut. Col. H. B. Lyon, Eighth Kentucky Infantry (Confederate). 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH KENTUCKY REGIMENT, 
Dover, Tenn., February 17, 1862. 


Sir: In our engagement with the I’ederal troops on Thursday, the 
13th instant, the Kighth Kentucky Regiment was behind our intrench- 
ments and withstood the fire of a battery of at times four and two 
guns, stationed immediately in its front, at about 700 yards distance 
irom the regiment, for about six hours. The firing was often terrific, and 
the regiment lost 2 killed and 10 wounded. The men were also exposed 
to the tire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, but received no injury from it. 
On the 14th instant the regiment was behind our intrenchments, and 
was fired upon only by the enemy’s sharpshooters, by which only 1 man 
was slightly wounded. 

On the 15th instant the régiment engaged the enemy in the woods on 
the left flank and in front of our intrenchments; fought gallantly, 
assisting to whip and drive back the enemy; sustaining the loss of 17 
men killed, 46 officers and men wounded, and 1 man missing, and re- 
turned to the intrenchments about 12 o’clock mn., from which time until 
night it was exposed to the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, but losing 
no men from their fire. 

No officers and men could have acted more gallantly than did those 
of the Kighth Kentucky Regiment at all times during the three days’ 
fight. Among the most daring on the 15th on the field I must men- 
tion Maj. R. W. Henry, who had his horse shot under him, and was 
conspicuous for his bravery in all parts of the field where there was 
danger. Among the captains, lieutenants, and men I cannot discrimi- 
nate; the actions of all were very gallant and highly commendable at 
all times. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. B. LYON, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Highth Kentucky Regiment. 


Colonel DAVIDSON, , 
Commanding Brigade. 
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No. 68. 
Report of Col. John Gregg, Seventh Texas Infantry. 


RICHMOND, VA., August 8, 1862. 


MaAgsgor: In the absence of any one who was in command of the 
brigade or division of which my regiment was a part at the time of the 
battle of Fort Donelson, I make my report of the action of the regiment: 
to General 8S. B. Buckner. I hope this will be considered proper, as 
it is the only method by which I can give to the brave men under my 
command the tribute which I think due to their behavior in that battle. 

The regiment was assigned its place in the line designated as our line 
of defense on Wednesday, February 12; cleared away the timber in 
our front, and completed the digging of our rifle pits during the day 
and night. The enemy began to cannonade our intrenchments at 9a. m. 
on Thursday and kept it up until 4 p. m., during a greater part of the 
time making an enfilading fire with shells, which was well directed, and 
by which Lieut. E. B. Rosson, of Company A, was killed, and Thomas 
Jordan, a private in Company G, was slightly wounded. | 

On Friday we were not engaged, but on Saturday morning, about 
half an hour before sunrise, we set out, with other regiments, to make 
the sortie upon the enemy’s right wing. After filing around the base 
of the hill upon which the enemy were drawn up we came to our posi- 
tion, at the distance of half a mile, upon the right of our line. I caused 
the regiment to front and advance up the hill-side under a fire from 
the enemy’s skirmishers. Just before reaching the crest of the hill, 
their line, drawn up behind it, delivered fire, and a most galling one it 
was. Here fell Lieut. Col. J. M. Clough, Capt. William B. Hill, of 
Company H, and Lieut. J. W. Nowlin, of Company A, neither of whom 
spoke after being shot; and here also quite a number of our non-com- 
missioned officers and privates were killed and wounded. But our line 
continued to advance, pourivg a most destructive fire into the enemy’s 
ranks. . 

In about half an hour their line broke, and we pursued them to the 
next ridge, upon which a fresh line was drawn up. I caused the regi- 
ment to continue our forward movement and to keep up a continuous 
fire, and in a short time the second line broke and fled, leaving in our 
hands one 6-pounder, with ammunition and horses. We continued to 
press them until a third force was seen drawn up in aravine hear a 
clearing; and upon this we pressed and continued to fire until it also 
broke and fled, and, although the slaughter of the enemy had before 
been very great, their difficulty in getting through the felled timber 
caused our fire to be much more destructive upon them at this place. 

For more than the distance of a mile through the woods the earth 
was strewn with the killed and wounded of theenemy. George Blain, a 
private in Company G, captured and brought to me Major Post, of the 
Eighth Illinois Infantry, and there were other prisoners taken. But all 
this was not done without severe loss to ourselves. Ofthe 350 or 360 offi- 
cers and men whom I led into the fight, 20 were killed on the field and 
34 were disabled by wounds. 

I must acknowledge the very efficient assistance of Major Granbury 
in the management of the regiment throughout the entire day. When 
all behaved with such coolness and courage it is hardly admissible to 
name particular individuals, but the conspicuous gallantry of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Clough, of Captain Hill, and of Lieutenants Rosson and 
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Nowlin will ever be thought of with admiration by those who wit- 
nessed it, and cherished as a glorious memory by their friends. 


Respectfully submitted. 
JOHN GREGG, 


Colonel Seventh Regiment Texas Infantry. 
Maj. GEORGE B. CosBy, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Richmond, Va. 





No. 69. 


Report of Col. John W. Head, Thirtieth Tennessee Infantry, command- 
ang brigade. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN., August 23, 1862. 


Sir: The surrender of Fort Donelson having prevented me from mak- 
ing aregular report, by the advice of General Buckner I respectfully 
submit the following to you: 

In the organization of the troops at Fort Donelson by General Pillow, 
after the fall of Fort Henry, the Forty-ninth Regiment Tennessee Vol- 
unteers, commanded by Colonel Bailey; the Fiftieth, commanded by 
Colonel Sugg, and the Thirtieth,-commanded by myself, were placed 
under my command as a brigade, and ordered to garrison the fort. 

On Wednesday, February 12, two of the enemy’s gunboats ascended 
the river and opened a fire upon the river batteries and fort. This was 
continued but a short time and resulted in no injury to us. 

On Wednesday evening the Thirtieth Regiment was ordered by Gen- 
eral Pillow to take position in the outer line of defense, between the 
right of the brigade commanded by Colonel Drake and the left of the 
brigade commanded by Colonel Heiman. 

The enemy were encamped in force in front of the position. I accom- 
panied the regiment, leaving the fort garrisoned by the Forty-ninth and 
Fiftieth, under the immediate command of Colonel Bailey. The men 
were immediately put to work preparing rifle pits for their protection. 
The pits were completed by Thursday morning. 

We were fired upon occasionally during the fight on Thursday, but 
the enemy not beiug in range of our guns, it was not returned by us. 

During the bombardment of the fort and river batteries on Friday by 
the enemy from their boats our position was in range of their fire. The 
officers aud men, however, behaved with coolness and gallantry. 

About 2 o’clock on Saturday morning I received orders to report my 
regiment to General Buckner on the right wing. This I did without 
delay. I was ordered by General Buckner to occupy with my regiment 
the line of defense before held by his command, and, if attacked and 
overpowered, to fall back into the fort. 

The trenches to be held covered a distance of about three-quarters of 
amile. The regiment numbered about 450 men fit for duty. The com- 
panies of Captains Carson and Semple were placed in the pits on the 
extreme right, before held by the regiment of Colonel Hanson. The 
company of Captain Martin was held as a reserve. The three com- 
panies were placed under Major Turner, with instruction to report the 
first appearance of the enemy. The balance of the regiment was dis- 
posed of along the pits occupied by the remainder of General Bucknevr’s 
forces. During the morning a brisk fire was kept up with, the enemy’s 
sharpshooters, resulting in a few casualties on both sides. 
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About 2 p. m. the forces of General Buckner commenced arriving at 
their encampments from the conflict with the enemy on their right win 2g, 
my regiment still occupying the pits. About 4 p. m., and before the 
regiment of Colonel Hanson could be arranged in the pits, the enemy, 
in heavy force, attacked the three companies under Major Turner on 
the extreme right. They held their position with great gallantry, pour- 
ing a destructive fire into the ranks of the enemy until he passed between 
the pits and overpowered them. They then fell back across a ravine 
on the next hill, and, in connection with other forces, resumed the fight. 
I immediately reported the facts to General Buckner, who ordered out 
a part of his command to sustain us. Seeing that the soldiers of Gen- 
eral Buckner’s command were greatly exhausted from the severe con- 
flict they had been engaged in with the enemy in the forenoon, and that 
a bold and desperate effort was being made to force us back, I ordered 
the Forty-ninth and the right wing of the Fiftieth Regiments from the 
fort to sustain us. This I was forced to do without consultation with 
or orders from General Buckner, in consequence of his position, rallying 
and bringing his men into the engagement. The left wing of the Fit: 
tieth was left in the fort, under Lieutenant-Colonel Lockhart, with orders 
to report promptly the first demonstration against the fort. I also 
ordered the companies of Captains Jones and Lovell, of the Thirtieth, 
from their position in the trenches, it being out of the range of the 
enemy, to sustain their comrades on the right. The remainder of the 
Thirtieth were in position and engaged in the fight. 

Lieutenant Colonel Robb, of the Forty-ninth, was mortally wounded 
while aiding in bringing the regiment into the fight. He was an officer 
of high moral worth, beloved by his command, and acted with commend- 
able courage. His death was a serious loss to the service. Colonels. 
Bailey and Sugg gallantly led their commands into the action. Their 
men fought with great coolness and courage, and contributed very mate- 
rially in repulsing the enemy. Indeed,.all the officers and men under 
my command, although imperfectly drilled, discharged their duty, and 
are entitled to the thanks of the country. They suffered much from 
exposure in the sleet and snow, for want of sleep and food, but they 
bore it without a murmur. Lieutenant-Colonel Murphy, of the Thir- 
tieth, was confined during the greater part of the week to his bed from 
sickness, but when able was with the command and rendered efficient 
service. 

Company A, of the Thirtieth, commanded by Captain Bidwell, was 
in charge of one of the river batteries, and both officers and men won 
for themselves the praise of all who witnessed their heroic conduct. 

Durit'g the engagement I also ordered two of the heavy guus in the 
fort to open upon the enemy. About 11 o’clock Saturday night I re- 
ceived orders to march my brigade into Dover immediately, to join the 
army in the evacuation of the place. 

By 2 a. m. I was in Dover with my command, but was then ordered 
back to camp, information having been received that the place was sur- 
rounded. I was also advised that a surrender was determined upon, 
and that the command had been transferred to General Buckner. I was 
suffering from exposure and threatened with pneumonia. When it was 
known that a surrender was determined upon, the surgeon of the Thir- 
tieth advised me that if I was taken prisoner in my condition it might 
cost me my life. I called upon General Buckner, stated the facts to 
him, and asked his advice as to the propriety of my escaping. He re- 
plied that it was a matter that I must determine for myself; that he 
felt it his duty to remain and share the fate of his men. Feeling that 
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I could be of no service to my command or to the country by a sur- 
render, I left the encampment and made my escape up the river. On 
my return I reported myself to General A. 8. Johnston, at Murtfrees- 
borough, for duty. He assigned me none. I was unwiliing to retain 
my commission under the circumstances and tendered my resignation, 
the acceptance of which was, as I was advised, recommended by General 
Johnston. 
JOHN W. HEAD, 
Colonel, Cammanding Brigade. 





No. 70. 
Report of Maj. William N. Brown, Twentieth Mississippi Infantry. 


RICHMOND, VA., April 12, 1862. 

I am directed by his excellency President Davis to make to your 
Department a report of the part taken by the Twentieth Mississippi 
Regiment in the engagement with the enemy at Fort Donelson, Tenn., 
February 13, 14, and 15; also all other facts concerning the investment 
and subsequent surrender of that post. 

The regiment was assigned to the command of Brig. Gen. John B. 
Floyd, in Western Virginia, during the past summer, and went to Ken- 
tucky, and from thence to Fort Donelson, as part of his “immediate 
command,” arriving at that place at daylight hebruary 13. 

By sunrise we were ordered into position as a reserve immediately in 
rear of a point which was said to be our center. | During the day heavy 
cannonading was kept up by both sides, mostly of shells and shrapnel, 
which resulted in killing 1 man and wounding slightly 3 or 4 others. 

At night we bivouacked in position until 12 o’clock, when an order 
came from General Pillow to relieve the Seventh Texas Regiment, 
commanded by Col. John Gregg, then in the trenches. At that time a 
brisk firing was going on, supposed to be induced by the enemy’s scouts 
and sharpshooters. The breastworks were thought insufficient from 
the test of the preceding day, so the remainder of the night was occu- 
pied in strengthening them and cleaning out the trenches, now partially 
filled with water and snow. 

The vext day (Friday) was spent in occasional engagements with the 
enemy’s sharpshooters. The fort was actively engaged in repelling 
an attack of the gunboats of the enemy. My position did not afford me 
a view of the proceedings, which have been fully reported by others. 

About 1 o’clock I received an order to form my regiment on the ex- 
treme left, in an open field, for the purpose of maki: g a sortie on the 
enemy, which formation was executed in a very short time. By order 
of General Pillow, the Twentieth Mississippi was attached to the brigade 
of Col. William kK. Baldwin, Fourteenth Mississippi Regiment, for this 
occasion. Before the order to advance had been given a few guns of 
the enemy were heard, and by the time we had advanced 100 yards @ 
private of Company D was shot down, showing that the enemy was 
close at hand. We continued the march for 100 yards more, when the 
order to halt was given—said to come from General Floyd—with the 
explanation that we did not have time to accomplish what he wanted, 
and, the order to countermarch being given, we did so in proper order 
and retook our position in the trenches. 

About 1 o'clock on that night (Friday) I received an order to form 
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again, as on the preceding evening, which was executed promptly, and, 
by direction of General Pillow was again placed under the command 
of Col. William E. Baldwin, Fourteenth Mississippi Regiment, acting 
brigadier-general. I made a report to him of the casualties of that day 
while in captivity, but as he has been prohibited from making a state- 
ment to the War Department of this Government, as likewise General 
Buckner, I hereby append substantially the same, of that day’s pro- 
ceedings, which was confined particularly to the Twentieth Mississippi 
Regiment. 

Being the only field officer present, I was in command, and greatly 
assisted by Capt. H. Cantey, Company A, and Capt. C. K. Massey, Com- 
pany D, who were selected voluntarily by the officers of the regiment to 
assist in field duty, there being some difficulty as to seniority of captains. 
Adjt. I. M. Couper was also very efficient and rendered valuable assist- 
ance. Asst. Surg. T. B. Elkin was present and rendered every assist- 
ance in his power to the wounded. 
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That being the number returned by the commanding officers of companies 
on Sunday, February 16, the day we were surrendered. Afterwards 
many of them reported that they had several to escape. 

On the morning of Saturday, February 15, when marched out to 
attack the enemy, we were third in the order of advance. The enemy’s 
pickets and sharpshooters commenced firing upon us soon after the 
order to advance, and by the time we had gained 300 yards we were 
under a brisk fire, which came from a hill in front covered with timber. 

By order from General Pillow the regiment was formed on the left of 
the road, perpendicular to the road, in the woods, immediately behind a 
fence, with an open field in front. Subsequently I received an order 
from the same source to wheel the regiment to the right through the 
field, behind the line of fence, parallel to the road. This movement sub- 
jected us to a cross-fire, and very much exposed us to the enemy on both 
sides, under cover of the woods. I had this fact represented to General 
Pillow, who ordered me back to our first position. 

At this time the five left companies were actively engaged on the hill, 
and, not hearing the command, did not obey with promptness. The 
destruction in their ranks at that time demonstrated the fierceness of 
the conflict and their unflinching bravery. 

I would mention especially Lieut. R. W. Paine, of Company H, who 
fell at this time a martyr to his country’s cause. Here also was wounded 
Capt. D. T. Patterson, Company K. Lieut. O. R. Kastland, of Company 
I’, was badly, perhaps mortally, wounded. He refused to be carried from 
the field, and exclaimed, ‘‘ Never mind me, boys; fight on! fight on!” 
Lieut. J. H. Barbee, Company H, was wounded and forced to retire. 

Capt. W. A. Rorer, commanding Company B; Lieut. W. R. N elson, 
commanding Company G ; Lieuts. T. B. Sykes, Conway, Murff, Roberts, 
W.S. Champlin, commanding Company E, and Lieutenant Harrison, 
are all deserving of honorable mention for their conduct at this place. 

To enumerate all the officers and privates who were deserving of no- 
tice for their gallantry throughout the day would be to return a list of 
all who were on the field, and I would refer you to the foregoing list, 
but as fortune had thrown the left of the regiment in a more fiercely- 
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contested place, which the suffering truthfully indicates, it is but justice 
to give those companies some special notice. 

On several other occasions during the day we were ordered to ad- 
vance and charge through the woods, part of the time under the eye 
and immediate direction of General B. R. Johnson, on the extreme left, 
until the enemy were entirely driven off. Our movements under that 
officer seemed to take the enemy by their flank and rear. We opposed 
several of their lines of reserves, which retired with but little resistance. 

At 12 o’clock I was instructed by General Johnson to remain with 
the brigade of Col. Joseph Drake, of the Fourth Mississippi, then on 
my left. The regiments on my right very soon commenced retiring to 
the intrenchments; I did not learn by whose order or for what purpose. 
In two or three hours a heavy column of the enemy attacked us in front, 
which was repulsed with little or no loss to us. They then endeavored 
to flank our right and thereby cut us off from the breastworks, now 
about three-fourths of a mile distant. Colonel Drake being so informed, 
gave the order to move by the right flank and continue the firing, which 
was executed. By this time many companies were without ammunition. 
Such was the case of many of Colonel Drake’s command. On this 
account we retired to the trenches in perfect order. 

When called upon the field the regiment had been without sleep for 
four nights, during which time they were marching, working, and 
watching in the trenches, encountering a severe snow-storm, without 
tents or cooking utensils. Notwithstanding all these privations and 
sufferings, every order was obeyed with the greatest alacrity, every 
man seeming to feel that much depended upon himself. 

At 1 o’clock on Saturday night I was sent for to report to General J. 
B. Floyd, which I did promptly, and received notice from him that the 
place was to be surrendered, but that he would not surrender himself, 
and would cut his way out with his immediate command. To carry out 
this determination he ordered me to form my regiment on the left of 
our line, as the previous morning, with the Virginia regiments. While 
executing this order an aide-de-camp of General Buckner brought an 
order countermanding this arrangement, and directing me to the steam- 
boat-landing, to embark on one of the two boats then momentarily 
expected. 

I went immediately to General Floyd, so as better to understand the 
movement, and from him learned the authenticity of the instructions, 
and also that we would embark according to the rank of commanding 
officers (Colonel Wharton’s brigade and Colonel McCausland’s brigade 
would precede me in order). I was furtber directed to place a strong 
guard around the steamboat landing, to prohibit stragglers from going 
aboard. The boats being detained until nearly daylight and the news 
of a surrender spreading through the camp, caused many to flock to the 
river, almost panic-stricken and frantic, to make good their escape by 
getting aboard. In all this confusion I am proud to say that the 
Twentieth Mississippi Regiment stood like a stone wall, which, as the 
necessity had required, I had thrown in a semicircle around the landing, 
to protect General Floyd and his Virginia regiments while embarking ; 
and, when the last hope had vanished of getting aboard according to 
the orders and promises of General Floyd, and we realized the sad fate 
that we had been surrendered, the regiment stacked arms in perfect 
order, without the least intimidation, but full of regret. 

I am not able to state why we were not taken aboard the boat; there 
were about 200 men and officers between my regiment and the boat 
and General Floyd was aboard. I sent my adjutant to inform him we 
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were ready to go aboard. I did not get a satisfactory answer, but 
learned that the general was fighting off the men in my tront, who I 
thought belonged to one of the Virginia regiments, commanded by Maj. 
Thomas Smith, who has since informed me that some did not go. 

There seemed to me to be room enough on board for us all, and if he 
had wanted them out of the way J could Lave cleared the bank in a 
moment’s time. When the boat left there did not seem to me to be 50 
men on deck. It is, perhaps, unbecoming in me to say whose fault it 
was that my regiment was not embarked, but I certainly owe it to my- 
self to show that it was not mine. While this excitement was going on 
General Buckner sent for me and informed me that unless the steamboat 
left the landing immediately he would have a bomb-shell thrown into 
it; that he had sent word to the boat to that effect. He made some 
further remarks of an explanatory character, among others that we 
were in danger of being shelled by the gunboats of the enemy, as he 
had surrendered the place, and the gunboats were or might be at the 
fort; that his honor as an officer and the honor and good faith of the 
Contederacy required that at daylight he should turn over everything 
under his command agreeably to the terms of capitulation with Gen- 
eral Grant, of the Federal Army. I returned to the boat to make every 
effort to get aboard, but it had shoved off and was making up the river, 
with very few persons aboard. 

If I have been at fault and caused the unnecessary imprisonment of 
my regiment, Iam deserving the eternal infamy of my fellow-soldiers ; 
but, to the contrarv, not an officer or private of the regiment who wit- 
nessed the proceedings but freely and cheerfully exonerates me from 
any blame whatever. 

During the summer and fall campaign in Western Virginia, in Ken- 
tucky, and in Tennessee this regiment has done credit to themselves 
and their State for the arduous service they have peiformed. At Sewell 
Mountain, Cotton Hill, and Fort Donelson their manly endurance of 
privations, prompt obedience to orders, and their eagerness for the fray 
was never excelled by veteran soldiers of any army, and has entitled 
the Twentieth Mississippi to a prominent place in the history of this 
revolution. ) | 

In obedience to my instructions to furnish the Department whatever 
information I may have of the battle of Donelson, I hereby append an 
unofficial. statement, which I have in my possession, made by W. E. 
Baldwin, captain of infantry, C. 8S. Army, colonel Fourteenth Mississippi 
Volunteers, commanding Second Brigade, Second Division (General 
Buckner’s), Central Army of Kentucky, from October 30, 1561: 


Fort WARREN, Mass., Afarch 19, 1862. 


To supply an anticipated omission in the future history of our country, it may not 
be improper here to state that this brigade, composed of the following regiments: 
Fourteenth Mississippi, commanded by Maj. W. L. Doss; Twenty-sixth Tcnnessee, 
commanded by Col. J. M. Lillard; Twenty-sixth Mississippi, commanded by Col. A. 
E. Reynolds, and Forty-first Tennessee, commanded by Col. R. Farquharson, was 
temporarily divided in the line around Fort Donelson, the Fourteenth Mississippi and 
the Forty-first Tennessee being posted on the right wing, under General Buckner’s imme- 
diate supervision. The Twenty-sixth Tennessee and the Twenty-sixth Mississippi 
were posted under my own command on our extreme left. These regiments, with the 
Twentieth Mississippi, Maj. W. N. Brown, which was added to the command, consti- 
tuted the advance in our attack on the right of the enemy at 6 o’clock on the morning 
of February 15. They all behaved with great gallantry in a six-hours’ combat, which 
resulted in the total defeat of the enemy’s right, whereby a way was opened for the 
retreat of the army. The opportunity not having been seized, and the enemy, 60,000 
strong, having completely enveloped our little force, numbering before the losses occa- 
sioned by four days’ constant engagement, but 12,000 officers and men, the senior 
generals, Floyd and Pillow, relinquished the command to General Buckner and made 
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their escape, the former taking with him some 1,500 troops of his immediate cominand, 
only leaving Major Brown with the Twentieth Mississippi, who, like veterans, were 
silently and steadily, though sullenly, guarding the embarkation of troops while 
their chief was seeking safety. | 

The command was unconditionally surrendered on the morning of February 16 b 
Gencral Buckner, who shared the fate of his command. It is unbecoming in soldiers 
to criticise the conduct of superiors, but when, after rejecting the counsels of juniors, 
the condition of affairs is placed beyond the power of human means to retrieve, the 
seniors endeavor to escape responsibility by throwing the same upon the former, com- 
ment is unnecessary. 

After surrendering the force was taken on transports, the rank and file separated 
is the officers. Most of the officers were confined in Camp Chase, near Columbus, 

hio. 

On March 4 the field officers, 50 in number, were brought from that place to this 
(Tort Warren), where we have since been waiting with patience for the time when 
we can again strike for our homes and our country’s independence. 


It may not be improper for me here to state that, should an arrange- 
ment be established with the Federal Government for the exchange of 
prisoners of war, in consideration of the services rendered by this regi- 
ment and the further fact that it is mustered for the war, I would 
request that it be placed first in the list to be exchanged. 


Respectfully submitted. | 
W. N. BROWN, 


Major, Twentieth Mississippi Regiment. 
General GEORGE W. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of War, C. S. A. 


No. 71. 


Reports of Col. Nathan B. Forrest, Tennessee Cavalry. 


FEBRUARY —, 1862. 


Having been ordered by Brigadier-General Clark to Fort Donelson 
from Hopkinsville, I arrived at Fort Donelson on Monday evening, Feb- 
ruary 10, and finished crossing with my command on Tuesday morning. 

On the same afternoon I was ordered, with 300 of my cavalry, to re- 
connoiter in the direction of Fort Henry. We met about 3 miles from 
Tort Donelson the enemy’s cavalry, supposed to be about 600, and, after 
a short skirmish, pressing them hard about 6 miles, captured 1 prisoner 
and mortally wounded several others. 

The following morning I was ordered out with my own regiment, three 
Kentucky companies, viz, Captains Williams, Wilcox, and Hewey’s, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Gantt’s battalion of Tennessee cavalry (the 
commanding general having signified to me the night before his desire 
that I should take charge of all the cavalry at the post as brigadier of 
cavalry. 

I ane about 2 miles on the road towards Fort Henry when we 
met the advance of theenemy. My advance guard engaged them, when 
I sent forward three rifle companies, and after a skirmish they retreated, 
leaving several dead and wounded. .The enemy halted, and, after ma- 
neuvering for some time, commenced to move by a parallel road towards 
the fort. Receiving information of this change, I changed my position 
from the right to the extreme left of my line of battle, throwing two 
squadrons of cavalry across the road. As soon as the enemy’s advance 
came in sight I again attacked them vigorously. The enemy were on 
an elevated ridge, thickly wooded, and, when the attack was made, little 
else than their cavalry could be seen. , 
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My first squadron as skirmishers, having been dismounted, were hotly 
engaged with greatly superior numbers. To enable them to withdraw, 
the second squadron was ordered to charge, hearing which, Major Kelly, 
by my request, commanding the left (now center) of my line, ordered 
an advance of the three squadrons under his command. The enemy 
gave back at the point where the charge was made, and the cavalry 
wheeling out of the way on their flank opposite Major Kelly, the in- 
fantry rose from the ground and poured in at short range a terrific fire 
of musketry, accompanied by a volley of grape. Iwas now able to 
mount and draw off in good order my skirmishers, and, finding the en- 
emy in large force, ordered my cavalry to fall back, no infantry being 
near to support me. In answer to my couriers from the fort, General 
Buckner (General G. J. Pillow absent at Cumberland City) now ordered 
me back within our intrenchments. 

This skirmish was from about 9 a. m. to near 2 p.m. We killed dur- 
ing the day a hundred men and wounded several hundred more, which 
so delayed the advance of the enemy that they did not move to the 
attack that day, satisfying themselves with planting a few cannon and 
commeucing at long range a slow cannonade. : 

In the afternoon General Floyd reached the fort, and the whole army, 
. infantry and cavalry, were engaged during the night in throwing up 
intrenchments, crowning several hills surrounding Dover. The enemy 
planted their batteries during the night, and commenced a cannonade 
from their batteries and ten gunboats early on the morning of Thursday. 
Soon after, our intrenchments were vigorously attacked at all points, 
and for six hours there was scarcely a cessation of small-arms and artil- 
lery. The musketry ceased about 1 p. m., the cannonading continuing 
until after dark. The gunboats drew off early in the engagement, sup- 
posed to be crippled, returning occasionally. The cavalry were but little 
engaged, acting only as pickets and couriers. 

On Friday I was ordered out with the infantry, passing our intrench- 
ments on the left; but after maneuvering a short time and some sharp 
shooting between the cavalry and the enemy, I was ordered back into 
the intrenchments. A demand was then made on me for sharpshooters 
to dislodge the enemy, who were from heights and trees annoying our 
infantry in the intrenchments, which we accomplished in about two 
hours, returning tomy command about the time the gunboat attack was 
made on the fort. Of this attack I was an eye-witness, and have never 
seen a description which did anything like justice to the attack or de- 
fense. More determination could not have been exhibited by the attack- 
ing party, while more coolness and bravery never was manifested than 
Was seen in our artillerists. Never was there greater anxiety depicted 
in the face of brave men than during the terrific roar of cannon, relieved 
ever and anon by the slow but regular report of our one single 10-inch 
gun. Never were men more jubilant than when the victory crowned the 
steady bravery of our little fort; old men wept; shout after shout went 
up; the gunboats driven back; the army was in the best possible spirits, 
feeling that, relieved of their greatest terror, they could whip any land 
force that could be brought against them. : 

During the night I was called into council with the generals com- 
manding, when it was determined to bring on the attack the next 
morning by again passing our intrenchments and attacking the enemy’s 
right. : 

In the early gray of the morning I moved to the attack, the cavalry 
on the left and in the advance. I found the enemy prepared to receive 
us, and were again engaged with the sharpshooters till our infantry 
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were formed for the attack, the first gun from the enemy killing a horse 
in my regiment. General B. R. Johnson commanded the left, which 
now moved to the front. An obstinate fight of two hours ended in the 
retreat of the enemy. The undergrowth was so thick that I could 
scarcely press my horses through it. Finding that the flank of the en- 
emy in retreat was exposed across an open field to my front and left, I 
immediately led my cavalry to the field, but found the ground a marsh, 
and we were unable to pass it. 

The enemy formed in the edge of a second field to our front and right, 
and flanking the left of our advancing line of infantry. We could not 
move to flank them, but by maneuvering to their front and right doubt- 
less prevented their attempting a flank movement on our infantry. 
Finding that our advancing line of infantry would cut them off, while 
the cavalry prevented their flanking us, they commenced a retreat, 
accompanied by their cavalry, which we could now see in the distance, 
but not participating during the day in the fight. Our infantry had now 
driven them near a mile, they doggedly disputing the whole ground, 
leaving dead and wounded scattered through the woods and fields up 
in the ravine. The enemy, leaving their third position for the first time, 
retreated in haste, advancing by a road through a ravine. I here passed 
our line of infantry with my command in moving to the center. 

I charged the enemy’s battery of six guns, which had kept several 
of our regiments in check for several hours, killing and slaughtering a 
great many of our men. I captured the battery, killing most of the 
men and horses. I then immediately moved on the flank of the enemy, 
obstinately maintaining their position. They finally gave way, our in- 
fantry and cavalry both charging them at the same time, committing 
great slaughter. Moving still farther to our right, I found a regiment 
of our infantry in confusion, which I relieved by charging the enemy 
to their front. Here 64 of the enemy were found in 40 yards square. 
General Pillow, coming up, ordered me to charge the enemy in a ravine. 
I charged by squadrons, filing the first company of each squadron to 
the right, and the second to the left, on reaching the ravine, firing and 
falling in the rear of the third squadron until the three squadrons had 
charged. We here completely routed the enemy, leaving some 200 dead 
in the hollow, accomplishing what three different regiments had failed 
to do. Seeing the enemy’s battery to our right about to turn on us, I 
now ordered a charge on this battery, from which we drove the enemy, 
capturing two guns. Following down the ravine captured the third, 
which they were endeavoring to carry off, gunners and drivers retreat- 
ing up the hill. In this charge I killed about 50 sharpshooters, who 
were supporting the guns. I ordered forward a number of scouts, who, 
returning, informed me that the cnemy, with three guns and three regi- 
ments of infantry, were moving up by the road from Fort Henry. We 
had driven the enemy back without a reverse from the left of our 
intrenchments to the center, having opened three different roads by 
which we might have retired if the generals had, as was deemed best in 
the council the night before, ordered the retreat of the army. Inform- 
ing General Pillow of the position the enemy had taken, he ordered two 
new regiments and one of the regiments in the field, with one piece of 
artillery, to attack the enemy. 

The fight here ended about 2.30 p. m. without any change in our 
relative positions. We were employed the remainder of the evening in 
gathering up the arms, and assisting in getting off the wounded. I was 
three times over the battle-field, and late in the evening was 2 miles up 
the river on the road to the forge. There were none of the enemy in 
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sight when dark came on. Saturday night our troops slept, flushed 
with victory, and confident they could drive the enemy back to the 
Tennessee River the next morning. | 

About 12 o’clock at night I was called in council with the generals, 
who had under discussion the surrender of the fort. They reported 
that the enemy had received 11,000 re-enforcements since the fight. 
They supposed the enemy had returned to the positions they had occu- 
pied the day before. 

I returned to my quarters and sent out two men, who, going by a 
road up the bank of the river, returned without seeing any of the 
enemy, only fires, which I believed to be the old camp fires, and so 
stated to the generals; the wind, being very high, had fanned them into 
a blaze. 

When I returned General Buckner declared that he could not hold 
his position. Generals Floyd and Pillow gave up the responsibility of 
the command to him, and I told them that I neither could nor would 
surrender my command. General Pillow then said I could cut my way 
out if I chose to do so, and he and General Floyd agreed to come out 
with me. I got my command ready and reported at headquarters. 
General Floyd informed me that General Pillow had left, and that he 
would go by boat. 

I moved out by the road we had gone out the morning before. When 
about a mile out crossed a deep slough from the river, saddle-skirt 
deep, and filed into the road to Cumberland Iron Works. I ordered 
Major Kelly and Adjutant Schuyler to remain at the point where we 
entered this road with one company, where the enemy’s cavalry would 
attack if they attempted to follow us. They remained until day was 
dawning. Over 500 cavalry had passed, a company of artillery horses 
had followed, and a number of men from different regiments, passing 
over hard-frozen ground. More than two hours had been occupied in © 
passing. Not a gun had.been fired at us. Not an enemy had been seen 
or heard. 

The enemy could not have reinvested their former position without 

traveling a considerable distance and camped upon the dead and dying, 
as there had been great slaughter upon that portion of the field, and L 
am clearly of the opinion that two-thirds of our army could have marched 
out without loss, and that, had we continued the fight the next day, we 
should have gained a glorious victory, as our troops were in fine spirits, 
believing we had whipped them, and the roads through which we came 
were open as late as 8 o’clock Sunday morning, as many of my men, who 
came out afterwards, report. 
_ IT made a slow march with my exhausted horses to Nashville, Tenn., 
where we arrived on Tuesday morning, and reported myself to General 
Floyd, who placed me in command of the city on Thursday, at the time 
of his leaving. I remained in the city until Sunday evening, during 
which time I was busily engaged with my regiment restoring order to 
the city and removing public property. 

My loss at the battle in killed, wounded, and taken prisoners amounted 
to between 300 and 400 men. Among the number was Capt. Charles 
May, who fell at the head of his company while leading a charge. 

My regiment charged two batteries, taking nine pieces of artillery, 
which, with near 4,000 stands of arms, I had taken inside of our lines. 
I cannot speak too highly of the gallaut manner in which my officers 
and men conducted themselves on that occasion, as well as others that 
came under my observation, with the exception of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gantt, commanding a battalion of Tennessee Cavalry, who failed to fight 
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on Saturday, and refused to bring his men out with my regiment on 
Sunday morning when ordered to do so. 
‘Respectfully submitted. 
N. B. FORREST, 
Colonel, Commanding Forrest's Regiment of Cavalry. 


MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN., November 7, 1862. 


Being informed by General Pillow that it is material for the purposes 
of justice and a proper understanding by the Government of the opera- 
tions of the army at Donelson that I should make a statement of the 
result of the conference of general officers on the night of February 14, 
at which I was present by order of General Floyd, I make the following 
supplemental report: — 

On that day and the day before a large, fresh force, said to be 20,000 
men, had reached the landing below us. At that time we were invested 
by a force which our information led us to estimate at 30,000. All the 
officers present felt the necessity of cutting our way out and resuming 
our communication with General Johnston. It was therefore resolved 
to give them battle in the open field the next morning. 

I understood it to be the ultimate intention to retire from the place 
if we succeeded in opening our way, but nothing was said about our 
retreating from the field. No order was given to that effect and no 
preparation was made for that purpose; no suggestion was made of 
that character and no such determination arrived at. 

On the day of the fight (15th) no artillery was taken from our in- 
trenchments, except, perhaps, one piece late in the evening; no rations 
were prepared or taken on the field; blankets and knapsacks were left 
behind; no order of retreat was prescribed; no quartermaster, com- 
missary, or ordnance stores were prepared to accompany a retreat; 
and, if a retreat had been attempted from the field of fight, it could not 
have been accomplished. The commands were scattered and mixed in 
fragments; very many of the men after the middle of the day had gone 
back into the town, and were around the fires and up and down the 
river bank. I had again and again during the day sent portions of my 
command into the intrenchments and had ammunition brought out on 
horseback. 

The day itself was mainly occupied in the active operations of the 
fight. Soon after the fighting in the field was terminated fighting was 
begun on our right, in General Buckner’s rifle pits, which lasted until 
about sundown. 

In my opinion the pursuit of the enemy could not have been con- 
tinued longer without coming in contact with a large, fresh force, which, 
in the scattered and exhausted condition of our troops, we could not 
have withstood. 7 

The character of the country over which we would have had to retreat 
from Donelson to Charlotte was excessively poor and broken, and at 
that time covered with snow and sleet, and could not have furnished a 
half-day’s ration for our force. 

N. B. FORREST, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry. 
[Indorsement No. 1.] 
I have compared the above copy with the original supplemental report 
of General Forrest and attest it as a true copy. 
W. H. HOMPHREYS, 
Confederate States District Judge. 
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{Indorsement No. 2.] 


The services detailed in this report having been performed while 
General Forrest was under my immediate command and General Floyd 
being out of service and inaccessible and General A.S. Johnston being 
dead, I transmit the report direct to the War Depariment, through the 
Adjutant-General. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 





No. 72. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Milton A. Haynes, C. S. Army, Chief of Tennessee 
Corps of Artillery. 


RICHMOND, VA., March 24, 1862. 


Sir: By direction of the honorable Secretary of War I have the honor 
to make the following report in regard to the defense of Fort Donelson, 
on February 12, &c.: 

On January 15 General L. Polk ordered me to report to Brigadier- 
General Tilghman, for the purpose of organizing the artillery defenses 
of Forts Henry and Donelson, which order I obeyed by reporting on the 
16th to General Tilghman in person at Fort Henry, who immediately 
sent me to Fort Donelson. That post was then under the command 
of Col. J. W. Head, Tennessee volunteers, with a force of three newly- 
raised regiments and one company of light artillery. Two companies 
of volunteer infantry were detailed to act as artillerists, under Cap- 
tains Beaumont and Bidwell. These companies and Captain Maney’s 
light battery were by me at once organized into a battalion, and Gen- 
eral Polk, in response to a telegraphic dispatch, sent two lieutenants, 
viz, Martin and McDaniel, of the artillery, to report to me for duty, 
both well versed in the management of heavy artillery. These officers 
drilled and instructed the men daily, and under my own eye they were 
trained in firing their guns at targets at 1,000, 1,500, and 2,000 yards, 
and the ranges of the guns were explained to them. At the same time 
every man in the battalion fit for duty worked daily in putting the bat- 
tery, embrasures, magazines, &c., in order. 

A new bomb-proof magazine, of capacity to hold 100 rounds for ten 
guns, was rapidly constructed, under the direction of Captain Beaumont 
and Lieutenant Bedford, which was immediately connected with the 
battery by a covered way, also bomb-proof. 

Under the direction of Capt. J. P. Shuster, formerly of the U. 8. Navy, 
but now on artillery duty with me, by General Johnston’s order, the 
shot and shells were distributed at the pieces, the ammunition, &c., 
placed in the magazine, and each man assigned to his post, and his 
especial duty explained to him in case of an engagement. | 

The entire armament of the fort at that time was ten 32-pounder guns 
(two of them ship carronades), one 8-inch howitzer, two nondescript 
9-pounders, one 10-inch columbiad, and one rifled gun throwing a coni- 
cal shell of 128 pounds. The columbiad had been mounted about Janu- 
ary 25, but, upon trial, its recoil threw the gun back against the hurters, 
throwing the chassis off the pintle, and seriously damaging the iron 
barbette carriage. In this condition it was (like the one at Fort Henry) 
useless. To remedy this defect I had it dismounted, and sent a com- 
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petent officer to the rolling-mill, and had two new rear traverse wheels 
cast, 4 inches in diameter larger than the older ones. These wheels were 
not to be obtained until a short time before the battle, and only reached 
us in time to enable us to remount this valuable gun the day before the 
battle began. With these new wheels it worked like a charm. | 

The large rifled gun was sent to us more than ten days before the . 
engagement, but neither pintle nor pintle plate (without which it could 
not be mounted) was sent with it. I sent an officer of artillery at once 
to Nashville to obtain and bring forward these and other important 
fixtures, to enable us to mount this and other guns and work them to 
advantage. Fortunately they reached us just in time to enable us to 
place this gun in working order. 

Our batteries being now in readiness, the following dispositions were 
ordered by me: 200 additional men were called for to act as supernu- 
meraries, to aid in repairing the works or remounting guns, to carry 
ammunition, to extinguish fires, and to supply the places of disabled 
artillerists. 

Capt. T. W. Beaumont, with his company (80 men), had charge of the 
tive 32-pounder guns next the river, assisted by several lieutenants. 
Capt. B. G. Bidwell’s company, 75 strong, had the 10-inch columbiad 
and four 32-pounder guns on the left, all under the eye of Captain Dixon, 
of the Engineers. Capt. J. P. Shuster, chief of battalion, and Lieut. 
Jacob Culbertson, C. S. Army, on special duty. Captain Ross (just 
arrived from Hopkinsville) and his company voluntarily gave up their 
light battery and took charge of the half-moon battery, containing the 
rifled gun and two carronades, furnishing a detachment, under charge 
of Lieutenant Starkovitch,* to manage the 8-inch howitzer and two 
9-pounder nondescripts, and Captain Maney’s light battery was moved 
to the rifle trenches, in General Pillow’s division, and no longer acted 
under my orders. 

On the 12th the gunboats made their appearance, but did not venture 
within the range of our guns. Early the next morning (a vigorous 
attack then being made by the enemy on the exterior defenses) the gun- 
boats opened a spirited cannonade of shot and shells from heavy rifled 
and smooth-bore guns upon the batteries and fort, which was, though 
at too long a range, returned with spirit by our guns—one of the boats 
being struck and damaged by shot from Captain Ross’ rifled gun, driv- 
ing the boats back under thé shelter of a bend in the river, from which 
they continued to throw shells... Unfortunately a single shot dismounted 
one of our 32-pounder guns, instantly killing the brave Captain Dixon, 
disabling for a short time Captain Shuster, and killing and wounding 2 
or 3 privates. | 

I immediately placed Lieutenant (Acting Captain) Culbertson in 
charge of these batteries, and although unable to walk without crutches 
and then with great pain, I took my post at the river batteries. In the 
mean time the two armies were hotly engaged along our whole line, and 
soon the gunboats returned to the contest, keeping up a continued dis- 
charge of shells and solid shot upon our batteries, without, however, 
doing us any material damage. Our fire was for some time carefully 
withheld in order to draw the boats nearer to us, and, as expected, they 
soon ventured nearer, when a few well-directed shots from our colum- 
biad and rifled gun drove them back, one of the boats being so seriously 
injured that she (as we afterwards learned) was with difficulty kept from 
sinking. The contest at the close of the day ceased by land and water, 
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and our batteries were visited by Generals Floyd and Pillow in person, 
and our artillerists especially commended by them. 

On the following day the increased inflammation and pain of my 
wound rendered it impossible for me to remain longer at the batteries, 
and I was, by direction of Surgeon Williams, placed on board a steamer, 
with other wounded soldiers, to be conveyed to Nashville. 

During my services at Fort Donelson, both before and during the 
engagements, I was under obligations to Acting Adjt. W. W. Foote, of 
the Corps of Artillery, and to Lieut. H. 8S. Bedford, adjutant of the 
battalion, for the prompt and faithful manner with which they dis- 
charged their duty. 

I cannot close this statement of my brief and humble connection 
with the defense of Fort Donelson without expressing my particular 
obligations to First Lieut. (Acting Captain) J. Culbertson, of the Regu- 
lar Artillery, and Lieut. H. 8. Bedford and Lieutenant Cobb, of: the 
Ordnance Department, for their zeal and energy in superintending 
the work at the batteries and valuable services rendered during the 
engagement, in all of which they were greatly assisted by Capt. T. W. 
Beaumont; nor to Lieutenants Martin and McDaniel, for their untiring 
energy in imparting instructions to the artillerists under my command. 
Neither can too much be said in praise of the 200 volunteer infantry, 
who, after three weeks’ instruction, in the midst of labor and toils, both 
day and night, acquired such skill in the management of their guns 
as to be able to maintain successfully a four days’ cannonade with a 
flotilla of gunboats, crippling at least five of them, and compelling 
their flag-officer to withdraw his fleet entirely from the contest so badly 
crippled that he was unable to renew the fight. Nor should the gallant 
Captain Ross and Lieutenant Starkovitch* (both old artillery officers, 
who, in command of Captain Ross’ light artillerists, worked their heavy 
guns with such admirable precision) be forgotten in the award of praise. 

Our success was greatly due to the admirable position of our guns, 
rising as they did successively from the river to the height of 50 feet, 
thus enabling us to throw our shot by a plunging fire into the holds of 
the boats, and thus reaching and crippling their machinery; and to the 
narrowness of the river (here only 500 feet wide), which compelled the 
boats to approach the guns with their prows exposed. 

I may here add that, from information derived from the men them- 
selves, I afterwards learned that Captain Bidwell, Lieutenant Burt, with 
36 men, and all the horses of Porter’s light battery, and Forrest’s cavalry 
regiment, and many stragglers from various corps, effected their safe 
retreat on Saturday night without the loss of a man or any opposition 
from the enemy. | 

In justice to myself (as I had for a short time had charge of the artil- 
lery defenses at Fort Donelson), I may with propriety say that I had 
nothing whatever to do with the arrangements of the exterior defenses, 
which were entirely under the direction of the general commanding and 
engineers. 

In my opinion the site itself was most unfortunate—first, because the 
space inclosed by the trenches formed a cul-de-sac, cut in the middle by 
an impassable backwater, thus rendering communication between the 
wings of our army difficult and hazardous; second, because the whole 
position was surrounded by hills at the distance of from 800 to 1,500 
vards higher than those occupied by us, thus giving commanding posi- 
tions for the enemy’s rifled field guns, from which every point in our 
lines could be reached. 
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Hence the utmost courage and endurance could not and did not 
avail to save us from disaster; but the deeds of daring performed by 
our army will form the brightest picture in the pages of our history, 
and make the names of the heroes of Dover and its blood-stained hills 
immortal. 

I am, your obedient servant, 
MILTON A. HAYNES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Chief of Tennessee Corps of Artillery. 


General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant-General C. S. Army. 





No. 73. 


Report of Ool. J. H. Bailey, Forty-ninth Tennessee Infantry, of the water 
batteries, &e. 


JACKSON, Miss., October 9, 1862. 


Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the position of 
the water batteries and the garrison of.the fort proper during the siege 
of Fort Donelson : | 

The batteries near the river mounted one 68-pounder rifle, one 10-inch 
columbiad, manned by Captain Ross’ light artillery company—the first 
under immediate command of Captain Ross, the last under Lieutenant 
Bedford—and eight 32-pounders, under command of Captain Bidwell, of 
the Thirtieth Tennessee, and Captain Beaumont, of the Fiftieth Tennes- 
see; all under command of Captain Dixon. 

The garrison of the fort consisted of the Thirtieth Tennessee, Colonel 
Head; Forty-ninth Tennessee, my own regiment; and the Fiftieth Ten- 
nessee, Colonel Sugg; one 8-inch howitzer and two 12-pounder howitz- 
ers, under Lieutenant Starkovitch* and 9 men; Colonel Head being in 
command of the fort and water batteries on the evening of February 12. 
Colonel Head, with the Thirtieth Tennessee, was ordered to join General 
Pillow’s division, when, by order of General Pillow, I assumed command. 

On Thursday, February 13, one of the enemy’s gunboats, approach- 
ing to about 1 mile of the fort, threw about 50 shot and shell at us, kill- 
ing Captain Dixon and one man of the Fiftieth Tennessee and wounding 
4 others of the sameregiment. Captain Shuster, a volunteer in the bat- 
teries, being injured by the blast of one of the guns, the command of the 
batteries, after Captain Dixon’s death, devolved upon Captain Cul- 
 bertson. 

In the afternoon of February 14 an attack was made on the batteries 
and fort by six of the enemy’s gunboats, four of them approaching within 
300 yards of the batteries, the other two lying near a mile off. The boats 
were repulsed and evidently seriously damaged. Lieutenant Johnson, 
of the Forty-ninth, was wounded by a fragment of a shell. 

On the morning of the 16th, after the surrender of the army, the enemy 
threw five or six shells into the fort. 

The officers and men in the batteries were cool and steady ; their fire 
was delivered with remarkable precision; but I would call attention 
particularly to the conduct of Captains Culbertson, Ross, Beaumont, 
Bidwell, and Lieutenant Bedford—Captain Dixon inspiring the men 
with his own heroic courage. 

On the evening of February 15, when the enemy attacked General 
Buckner’s right wing, I was ordered to move with the Forty-ninth Ten- 
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nessee to his support. This regiment, numbering 300 effective men, ad-. 
vanced at a double-quick about 800 yards to the ridge on which General 
Buckner’s line was then forming, taking position tohisright. The enemy, 
after occupying the rifle pits near which the Second Kentucky had been 
driven back, had thrown forward a line of skirmishers in considerable 
force, which on my extreme right had crossed the abatis in front, had 
advanced near one-third the distance from the valley in rear of the ritle 
pits to the crest of the ridge on which we were formed, threatening to 
flank General Buckner. The Forty-ninth immediately delivered its fire 
into the enemy’s line and in a few minutes drove it in confusion to the 
opposite ridge near the rifle pits, from which, for one hour and fifteen 
minutes, a heavy fire of musketry and canister was directed against us. 

Five companies of the Fiftieth Tennessee, Colonel Sugg commanding, 
after the engagement had continued a short time, were ordered from the 
fort, taking position on my right, and by their gallant conduct assisted 
in defeating the apparent purpose of the enemy to flank our lines. Lieu- 
tenant Starkovitch* contributed to the result by a few well-aimed shells 
from the 9-inch howitzers in the fort. 

_ My officers and men behaved with coolness and courage. ‘The loss of 
the Forty-ninth was 4 men killed and 17 wounded; of the Fiftieth, 1 
killed and 3 wounded. Among the wounded was Lieutenant-Colonel 
Robb, of the Forty-ninth, who survived the action only afew hours. In 
his death our country lost one of its noblest men, our army one of its 
most valuable officers. | 

- I make this report directly to you, for the reason that Colonel Head 
has quit the service, and the brigade to which I was attached was not 
assigned to any division of the army. 

Permit me to call attention to an error into which General Buckner 
has fallen in his report of the engagement of the evening of the 15th, 
in stating thatmy regiment (the Forty-ninth) reached the field “ towards 
the close of the action.” The regiment came under fire in less than 
twenty minutes after the action began, and kept its position under fire, 
hotly contesting the ground with the enemy formore than one hour, and 
until the close of the action in that quarter, when by order of General 
Buckner it returned to the fort. It repulsed the advancing lines of the 
enemy threatening to turn General Buckner’s right. 

I inclose Captain Culbertson’s report and accompanying paper. 

I am, your obedient servant, 
J. E. BAILEY, 


Colonel Forty-ninth Tennessee Regiment, 
late Comdg. Fort and Batteries at Fort Donelson. 


General S. CoopER, Adjt. and Insp. Gen., Richmond, Va. 





No. 74. 
Report of Capt. Jacob Culbertson, C. S. Army, commanding batteries. 


JACKSON, TENN., October 3, 1862. 
COLONEL: The command of the river batteries at Fort Donelson hav- 
ing devolved upon me upon the death of Capt. Joseph Dixon, it be- 
comes my duty to report to you the operations in said batteries dur- 
ing the siege. The four guns on the right of our 32-pounder battery 
were manned by Company A, Fiftieth Tennessee Volunteers; the four 
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on the left by Company —, Thirtieth Tennessee—both companies com- 
manded by their captains (Beaumont and Bidwell) in person. Our two 
heavy guns (a 10-inch columbiad and a 68-pounder rifle) were manned 
by Capt. Ross, Maury Light Artillery, the rifle being under his personal 
direction in all the actions. 

The first engagement took place on Thursday, February 13, about 11 
a.m., when one gunboat approached and took position about a mile off 
and commenced a bombardment, obviously to draw out an exhibition of 
our strength. We responded with our rifleand 10-inch gun. Being in 
- command of the 32-pounder only, I did not open fire until directed to do 
so by Captain Dixon, half an hour after action commenced. We opened 
with the 32-pounder at our maximum elevation ; but ourshbot all fell short. 
The enemy then immediately retired. One of their last shot (from a _ 
rifle) striking one of our guns, dismounted it and instantly killed Cap- 
tain Dixon. This was the only damage done to the batteries during the 
siege. | 
The next day, Friday, February 14, a combined land and naval attack 
was made on our works, six of the enemy’s gunboats shelling our bat- 
teries during nearly an hour and a half. By General Pillow’s order I 
withheld the fire of the 32-pounder until the enemy reached our point- 
blank nearly. This was opposed to my judgment, as it showed the 
enemy the positions of our two heavy guns, which [regarded as consti- 
tuting our only hope. They took no advantage of it, however, but fired 
almost at random, and the fire of the 32-pounder became So destructive 
when the enemy had advanced to within 300 yards that they were com- 
pelled to retire. : , 

It is to be remarked that the after portion (about one-third) of the 
armor of the four boats which approached so close to our guns is of 
wood, and that a further advance would have exposed them to a reverse 
fire through this portion. 

In this action our rifle became unserviceable after the third or fourth 
shot, a priming wire having become lodged in the vent through the | 
want of skill of thecannoneersin loading. They had had but two days’ 
experience. | 

In the first day’s fight Captain Shuster was disabled by the blast from 
one of the 32-pounders, near which he was standing when it was fired. 

The gunboats remained with steam up just out of range for four days 
and nights, obliging our men to sleep by their guns ready for an attack. 
They suffered severely from the cold, want of sleep, and properly-pre- 
pared food. . 

Our then recent disaster at Fort Henry was calculated to inspire dis- 
trust of our own guns and a belief in the invulnerability of the gun- 
boats. Nevertheless the men went to their work with heroic alacrity, 
and bore themselves with a steadiness worthy of veterans. Their con- 
duct is the fitting and only necessary encomium upon the efficiency and 
bravery of their company commanders. 

My thanks are due to Major Robertson, of the Fiftieth Tennessee, for 
his very valuable and voluntary aid in both actions. Much praise was 
deserved by Lieut. H. S. Bedford, to whose skillful direction of the 10- 
inch gun our success is mainly to be attributed. 

For further particulars I refer you to the accompanying reports of 
Captains Beaumont and Bidwell. 

Your obedient servant, 
| JACOB CULBERTSON, 
Captain of Artillery, Commanding Batterves. 


Colonel BAILEY, Comdg. Fort Donelson and River Batteries. 
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Reports of Capt. B. G. Bidwell, Thirtieth Tennessee Infantry, command- 
ing battery. 


COURTLAND, ALA., March 13, 1862. 


Str: Being the only officer connected with the heavy batteries at 
Fort Donelson who was fortunate enough to escape, I inclose you the 
following account, not as a report, but as a source of information: 

It may be proper to first give some description of our batteries and 
their position. Fort Donelson was on the crest of a hill, on the south 
bank of the Cumberland, about 1 mile below the little town of Dover. 
The vicinage around was very broken below the fort. Running back 
from the river was a deep ravine or gorge, filled with backwater for a 
mile back. Breaking off from this was another deep hollow, which ran 
up behind the fort, making almost allof the fort on the crest of the hill. 
Just above the main part of the fort a hollow makes out from the river, 
which runs diagonally across the fort, making the inner fort nothing 
but a hollow and the side of the hill. The most of the work was toler- 
ably good earthwork, the remainder nothing but rifle pits, thrown up 
after the fall of Fort Henry. There was in the fort one large howitzer 
(a good one) and two small 9 or 12 pounders, made in Clarksville, of 
very little account. Below the fort, and just at the foot of the hill, was 
our battery of eight 32-pounders and one 10-inch columbiad. On the 
extreme left, just above on the river bank and on the point of the hill 
above, was another battery, including one rifled gun and two old ear- 
ronades or ‘ship’s guns, which were worthless there or anywhere else. 
Their trunnions, being too small, were bent. This battery was separated 
from the other by another hollow and point of land projecting to the 
river bank between them. The 32-pounders were in good condition. 
Four of them were under the charge of Captain Beaumont and the 
other four commanded by myself. The rifled gun was under the charge 
of Captain Ross. The columbiad was manned by a detachment of Cap- 
tain Ross’ men, under Lieutenant Bedford, of Mississippi, a most excel- 
lent artillerist. This gun was not in good condition, owing to the fol- 
lowing facts: After the fall of Fort Henry our gunners tried, with a 20- 
pound charge, to test it. The gun-carriage was found too short and 
weak every way for the gun. The recoil was so great it injured the car- 
riage considerably and nearly dismounted itself. It was. found neces- 
sary to increase the inclination of the carriage. This was done by sub- 
stituting a large traverse wheel in the rear and depressing the traverse 
circle in front. This depression was so great that it produced a valley 
or bed out of which the front wheels could not be rolled, thus diminish- 
ing very greatly the range of the gun right and left. This gun could 
only fire when their boats passed the field of its range, and probably on 
the right boat all the time. : 

One boat made its appearance around the point about two miles and 
a half below us on Thursday, February 13, and fired a few rounds at 
us, to which our battery replied pretty warmly until she retired. The 
next to the last shot from the boat came through the embrasure of the 
second gun in my battery, striking the left cheek of the carriage, shiv- 
ering it, and disabling the gun, killing Captain Dixon, of the Engineer 
Corps, who had, by order of General Pillow, been placed in command 
of the entire heavy artillery as chief. Upon his death Captain Culbert- 
son, of the old Army, took command, a position he had held for some 
time with credit to himself and satisfaction to those under him. 
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All was quiet until the evening of the 14th (I'riday), when four boats 
came around the point, arranged themselves in line of battle, and ad- 
vanced slowly, but steadily, up the river to within 200 yards of our bat- 
tery, and halted, when a most incessant fire was kept up for some time. 
We were ordered to hold our fire until they got within range of our 32- 
pounder. We remained perfectly silent, while they came over about 14 
miles, pouring a heavy fire of shot and shell upon us all the time. Two 
more boats came around the point and threw shell at us. Our gunners 
were inexperienced and knew very little of the firing of heavy guns. 
They, however, did some excellent shooting. The rifled gun was dis- 
abled by the ramming of a cartridge while the wire was in the vent, it 
being left in there by a careless gunner—being bent, it could not be got | 
out—but the two center boats were both disabled, the left center (I 
think) by a ricochet shot entering one of the port-holes, which are toler- 
ably large. The right center boat was very soon injured by a ball strik- 
ing her on top, and also a direct shot in the port-hole, when she fell 
back, the two flank boats closing in behind them and protecting them 
from our fire in retreat. I think these two were not seriouly injured. 
They must have fired near 2,000 shot and shell at us. Our columbiad 
fired about twenty-seven times, the rifled gun very few times, and the 
32-pounders about 45 or 50 rounds each. <A great many of our balls 
took effect, being well aimed. I am confident the efficiency of the gun- 
boat is in the gun it carries rather than in the boat itself. We can 

whip them always if our men will only stand to their guns. Nota man 
of all ours was hurt, notwithstanding they threw grape at us. Their 
fire was more destructive to our works at 2 miles than at 200 yards. They 
overfired us from that distance. 

Our men all did well. I probably ought not to make any distinction, 
but will refer to the gallant conduct of John G. Frequa, a private and 
gunner. At the highest gun in my battery he stood perfectly straight, 
calm, cool, and collected. I heard him say, ‘‘ Now, boys, see me take a 
chimney.” The chimney and flag both fell. He threw his cap in the 
air, shouting to them defiance. ‘‘Come on, you cowardly scoundrels; 
you are not at Fort Henry,” were his words to them. Very soon he sent 
a ball through a port-hole and the buat fell back. This boy is one of 
the prisoners so unnecessarily and wrongfully surrendered at Donel- 
sou—surrendered, with his comrades, while at his post Sunday morn- 
ing, without any knowledge of what was being done and no chance for 
escape. 

I was sent for by a colonel of a Tennessee regiment and was at Dover 
when the white flags were sent out early Sunday morning, and had no 
chance to communicate with my men or save them. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. G. BIDWELL. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN. 
P. S.—I am here with the army, moving west somewhere. 


JACKSON, Miss., September 30, 1862. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the engage- 
ment between the Federal gunboats and our batteries at Fort Donelson, 
so far, at least, as my company was concerned in the engagement: 

I was detached, by order of General Tilghman, from the Thirtieth 
Tennessee Regiment for heavy artillery service about one month, as well 
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as I can remember now, before the attack on the fort. My company 
had at that time never drilled in heavy artillery nor knew anything 
about it, and I myself had never directed my attention to that branch 
of the service; but, with the assistance of yourself, Captain Dixon, and 
Lieutenants Martin and McDaniel, I was enabled to arrive at a tolera- 
ble degree of proficiency for myself and company by the time of the 
attack on the fort. 

On Wednesday, February 12, the boats first made their appearance 
below the fort; but one boat came above the point below, fired several 
rounds, and retired without any reply from our batteries. I remained 
all night at my guns, four 32-pounders, to which I had been assigned. 
The suffering from severe cold was intense. I had to carry several of 
the men to the quarters next morning so nearly frozen that they were 
unable to walk. 

Some time in the forenoon on Thursday the gunboat appeared again 
above the point below and opened fire upon the battery, which was con- 
tinued some time before I received an order from Captain Dixon to open 
fire. I ordered it immediately, and opened with my guns at the highest 
possible elevation. I soon found, however, that I could do no good, as 
they were beyond my range, and, the boat falling below the point, I 
ceased firing. Just as Captain Dixon gave the order to open fire he 
passed from the first gun of my battery to the second and was killed 
immediately. He was stooping, when a screw-tap struck him in the left 
temple, killing him instantly. The ball was descending when it struck 
thé inner base of the embrasure, and turned upwards to the left, strik- 
ing and shattering the right cheek of my second gun. The gun was 
never fired, but was loaded when disabled. 

Several of my men were slightly stunned, but were not sufficiently in- 
jured to keep them from duty. Captain Shuster was also slightly in- 
jured by negligently standing too near the muzzle of one of my guns. 

I spent another very disagreeable night, sleepless and severely cold. 
The enemy appeared again about 1 o'clock and attacked our battery 
with more vigor than on any other day. They came up four abreast in | 
line of battle; two more some distance behind. ‘They threw shells, while 
the boats threw shot, shell, and grape. They came within 200 yards 
of my guns, when the action grew terrible for about one hour and a half, 
without any damage to us. 

There were no casualties, I believe, in any of the 32- pounders. The 
boats fired steadily, but with little effect, except to the earthworks, 
which were damaged considerably. I fired ‘about 50 rounds to each gun, 
which were tolerably well directed, and with effect. Isaw several shots 
enter port-holes and do other damage to the boats. IJ am confident that 
the 32-pounders did almost all the damage to the boats, although I have 
seen it stated otherwise by distinguished officers. Theright center boat 
was first injured and fell back; next the left center boat. About that 
time the right boat, a large, long boat, floated around against the bank 
of the river, but turned her bow straight across the river, ran to the 
middle, fired several shots, and retired down the river. 

Nothing of interest occurred again until Saturday evening late. One 
boat came above the point and fired several shots, but did no damage. 

I was ordered by Colonel Head to leave my battery at 2 o’clock Sun- 
day morning and rejoin the regiment, which I did, and never returned 
to the guns again. 

Respecttully, B. G. BIDWELL, 
Captain. 
Captain CULBERTSON. 
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No. 76. 


Report of Capt. T. W. Beaumont, Fiftieth Tennessee Infantry, command- 
ing battery. 


JACKSON, MIss., October 1, 1862. 


In compliance with your order I submit the following report: 

During the several engagements between the batteries at Fort Don- 
elson and the Federal gunboats on the 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th of 
February, 1862, my company, numbering 67 effective men, had charge 
of four 32-pounders, under your command. There were no serious casu- 
alties of any kind. Two large shots penetrated the battery without 
doing any harm, and some few of the men were slightly bruised by 
lumps of earth thrown up by the balls of ‘the enemy, and one by the 
rebound of a canister shot which struck one of the guns 

Gun No. 1, nearest the river, was superintended by Lieut. George 
Martin; No. 2 by Major Robertson, formerly a lieutenant in my company 
(who volunteered his services on the occasion), and No. 3 by Lieut. W. 
©. Allen, and each was admirably served by these gallant officers. Gun 
No. 4 was managed by Lieutenant Raimey. 

Among the privates who acted with conspicuous courage and coolness 
were Elisha Downs, Poston Couts, Nelson Davis, Isaac Christie, William 
Trotter, Thomas Pearce, and R. M. Crumpler. 

Sergt. J. S. Martin and Corpl. W. H. Proctor deserve honorable men- 
tion as gallant and meritorious non-commissioned officers. Corp. Dan. 
©. Lyle had charge of the battery magazine, and by his efficiency aided 
materially in the victory achieved over the gunboats. 

T. W. BEAUMONT, 
Captain Company A, Fiftieth Tennessee Volunteers, Detached. 


Major CULBERTSON, 
Commanding Heavy Artillery, Fort Donelson, Tenn. 





No. 77. 
Report of Capt. R. R. Ross, Maury Artillery. 


RICHMOND, VA., October 16, 1862. 


Srp: I have the honor to state to you the events of the heavy artillery 
engagement which came under my observation at the battle of Fort 
Donelson. 

On Tuesday, February 11, the day before the battle began, I reported 
the arrival of my battery entire to General Pillow at Dover. It was a 
lizht battery, called theMaury Artillery. The general ordered metotake 
position on the left of our line of battle in his brigade. We had not 
more than reached this position before orders came to all or most of the 
captains of light batteries to report at headquarters. Arriving, we were 
informed by the general that one company was needed at the heavy 
batteries, remarking that it was the “post of danger, but the post of 
honor.” I accepted the position and obeyed the order to distribute my 
artillery and ammunition out among the other batteries. The men had 
never learned the heavy artillery drill, so we went with all speed to get 
all the practice possible. Arriving there, Captain Dixon, commanding, 
assigned us to the columbiads, consisting of a .32 caliber rifle and a 10- 
inch smooth bore. Two 32-pounder sea-coast howitzers were also placed 
in charge of this company. The remaining guns (32-pounders), eight in 
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number, were under charge of Lieut. Jacob Culbertson, Regular C. 8S. 
Army, who had already drilled three infantry companies (Captains Beau- 
mont’s, Bidwell’s, and Graham’s) to them, as I was informed. We were 
all placed under command of Captain Dixon. | 

We drilled diligently that evening and had commenced again the fol- 
lowing morning, when Lieutenant Bedford suddenly informed me that 
the gunboats were coming, and we set to work to prepare for them. I 
felt the necessity of taking charge of the rifle personally. Lieutenants 
Sparkman and Bedford, the latter of another company, superintended 
the 10-inch columbiad. The extreme view of the river was distant two 
miles and one-fourth. <A single gunboat anchored at this point and 
opened upon us with 10-inch shells and 8-inch Parrott rifles, elongated. 
We replied only with the rifle, and by using great pains succeeded in 
striking much more frequently than we expected. We thought the object 
of this boat was to try our range and to find and dismount our guns. 
We exchanged some dozens of shots, when she drew off, with no damage 
done to us at all, though all her shot reached us easily. This was con- 
sidered remarkable, as we had no covering overhead and moderately 
high epaulements. A respectable citizen, from in view of the boat below 
the bend, sent us up word that this boat was taken off in a sinking con- 
dition between two other boats, but that she could not be kept up and 
that he saw her sink finally. We could not know and hesitated to be- 
lieve in such good news. The columbiad was fired a few times, and 
Lieutenant Sparkman thought with effect. Our balls could be heard to 
strike with tolerable distinctness. This was on Wednesday, 12th. 

On the day following another boat came in view about 9 a. m., and 
fired terrifically with large Parrott projectiles, evidently with the object 
of dismounting our two heavy guns. One of these entered the embra- 
sure of a 32-pounder, dismounted the gun by knocking off the cheek of 
the carriage, out of which flew a short screw-bolt that killed Captain 
Dixon. This caused universal regret, and was our only casualty, very 
strange to say, during the whole of the bombardment. We returned 
her fire with great vigor from the rifle, firing as often as the heat of the 
gun would allow. During this hour and forty minutes’ cannonade 14 
of her balls were collected in the battery within the narrow radius of 
as many yards. The columbiads (10-inch) also aided with vigor. 

Still another boat repeated this movement in the evening, but she 
soon appeared to be in distress and finally dropped down. 

[ visited Dover about dark and there heard the rumor from almost 
every one that these two boats were badly crippled or sunk; but as it 
came from citizens we did not rely upon it. 

After Captain Dixon was killed General Floyd (now arrived) sent an 
aide to Colonel Bailey to place the next in rank in command. Being 
the only artillery captain, I was notified that it devolved on me, but 
found no necessity nor had any desire to take any authority over so 
accomplished an officer as Major Culbertson, as we called him, and con- 
tinued virtually as before. 

It was seldon that the rifle missed now, we supposed, as we could tell 
by the spray to the right or left when we did not strike. The land 
engagement generally went on with that of the gunboats. Rain and 
snow and a final freeze of the same rendered this a dangerous night for 
the gunboats passing in obscurity. Wetherefore masked for night firing 
and fired at intervals. 

It is due Col. J. E. Bailey and his lamented lieutenant-colonel (Robb) to 
say that they worked with their regiment (Forty-ninth Tennessee) night 
and day, remaining much of their time with us at night, thus encourag- 
ing us to persevere; also that they cooked our rations for us and sent 
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us spirits, all from theirregiments. The other garrison regiments aided 
much also. 

Colonel Sugg and others, Lieut. Robert Cobb, of Tennessee, ordnance 
officer, together with Sergeant Stone, ordnance sergeant, gave us valu- 
able assistance, the latter remaining with us continually, obtaining and 
fabricating anything we could ask for. 

Early on Friday morning, the 14th, we looked for a renewal of the 
attack, but for some reason we did not yet understand there was no 
sign of an advance. About 9 o’clock, however, the delay was accounted 
for. We discovered the river full of transports below and close to the 
bend, here almost at right angles, and that heavy re-enforcements were 
landing under cover of their gunboats. I proposed to Colonel Bailey 
to annoy them with our long-range guns, not caring to take the respon- 
sibility myself on account of a moderate supply of ammunition. He 
finally agreed to send an aide to consult General Floyd on the subject. 

We did not get authority from him until after 12 m., when he sent 
word we might fire on the line of troops filing in our sight They had 
all passed, but I did not resist the temptation to fire on their immense 
fleet of transports. We gave the requisite elevation, placed percussion 
Shells in our splendid rifle, and opened on them with that and the colum- 
biad. Peter Casey, of Kentucky, brother-in-law of General Grant, a cit- 
izen with the gunboat fleet, stated afterwards to Mr. Comstock, a friend, 
that one of our shots tore off the prow of a transport and that we never 
missed their gunboats at all; that not unfrequently would a ball take 
their gunboats lengthwise, ripping it badly, and carrying away in some 
cases a whole tier of bunks, bedding, &c.; that he often saw the surface 
of the water covered with these wrecks, intermingled with arms, legs, 
and fragments of every form. This is what he stated, but I am satis- 
fied he much overestimated these things. 

We had not fired more than two or three rounds apiece at the trans- 
ports before they all had up steam and were leaving. The gunboat 
fleet also raised steam and at the same time advanced to the attack. 
Up to this time I imagined signs of timidity had been shown by the 
whole fleet, everything appearing to be done with extreme timidity, but: 
now they advanced with much show of resolution. Some time being 
taken arranging their line of battle, getting up steam, &c., as we could 
discover by the many columns of black smoke, we ceased firing until 
they came into view. As was our custom, we opened on the first one 
before she had half come into view, and from that time cannonaded 
them with all the vigor and as rapidly as the perfect safety of our rifle 
would admit. Four large boats swung around the bend, forming the 
front line, two more formed a second line, and a single one brought up 
the rear, in company with an undistinguishable number of tugs, hos- 
pital boats, &c. Ail opened fire as they came in view and adyanced 
with the most terrific rain of projectiles conceivable. With only seven 
32-pounders, one .32 caliber rifle, and the 10-inch columbiad, the two sea- 
coast howitzers with their shell and short range being entirely useless, 
that is, nine guns in all effective and seven of these with only about 
1,200 yards effective range, it must be confessed we felt unequally 
matched with this fleet, armed with ten times or more our number of | 
their best artillery. We had resolved to defend the fort, however, and 
would not allow ourselves time to become alarmed. The range was yet 
too great for the columbiad. I selected their left-hand boat, a large one, 
aiming every time with all my ability. Their guns fired so incessantly 
that we could no longer screen ourselves at each discharge. I had 
instructed Lieutenants Sparkman and Bedford, two most gallant officers, 
to hold their fire until the fleet was certainly in range; they had the 
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columbiad. When the first line had advanced to within 12 miles their 
noble gun joined in with me, and I suppose with terrific effect, as it 
was only necessary that she should strike a boat below the water line 
to stop her. Thus we continued until they had come nearly half way, 
when my boat left the line and ran in to the shore—we reverently hoped 
to sink. All the rest continued the fire, but there was one remarkable 
circumstance: though the air was full of their projectiles, smoke, and 
noise, not one man was hurt at our batteries. I am unable to account 
for so remarkable a circumstance, except that our always prompt and 
vigorous firing at long ranges had intimidated them and destroyed their 
capacity to take aim. 

I had trained the rifle during the three preliminary bombardments so 
that I could strike her as well far as near. Her <iffect was apparently 
the same, as far as we learned from concurrent and undoubted testi- 
mony while prisoners. She penetrated their entire length whenever 
she struck that way. One of the iron plates, penetrated by a rifle ball, 
was sent from Saint Louis (we were told while there prisoners) as a curi- 
osity, on to Washington City, with the elongated shell which penetrated it. 

When the fleet reached the blockade, the point for which Captain 
Culbertson had arranged the sights of his 32-pounders, he joined in the 
cannonade with masterly effect and ability. The bombardment was 
then at its height; all our guns against all of theirs. This was the first 
engagement of these artillerists, but the conduct of all was now espe- 
cially heroic. Coolness and deliberation reigned supreme, increasing 
with the warmth of the action. Soon the guns of the enemy, one after 
another, ceased firing, until, when their boats came to within 250 yards 
of the batteries, their guns had ceased almost to fire. We were told 
afterwards by their officers that they could not get their men to remain 
longer at their guns, so many were killed. This was due to the excel- 
lent practice of Captain Culbertson, whose balls, they said, never failed 
to enter their ports. | 

We were busily working our guns, and had gone so far as to conclude 
how we would resist them when they landed and stormed our batteries, 
when we discovered that all had fallen back and were retreating—con- 
firmed by loud cheers from all our troops in view. We still continued 
our work with vigor, when we noticed the three right-hand boats run 
together, evidently to support their middle one. This afforded us a 
large mark, and we took due advantage of it. Finally, when they had 
fallen down about 14 miles, loud cheering arose from our men on the 
surrounding heights, and the report that a boat was sinking accompanied. 

It was a somber evening, growing late and dark, but I finally distin- 
guished, when the group partially separated, a long, black object nearly 
crosswise the river, apparently about 3 feet out of the water. Unless 
it was a sinking boat I am unable to account for its appearance. They 
were soon out of sight, and thus the bombardment closed. 

We afterwards learned in the North that General Grant and Commo- 
dore Foote, commanders of land and river forces, held a council of war 
that night on the flag-ship, in which the latter declined any further 
co-operation, on the ground that his fleet was completely disabled. This 
we did not know, but set to work that night to prepare for them on the 
next day (Saturday). I determined to try to sink whatever boats should 
come up the next day. For this purpose the artificers were set to work 
to make what we called disparts—long, triangular pieces of thick plank, 
which, placed on the line of sight and lashed on the pieces with cord, 
made the thickness at the muzzle equal to that at the breech, and there- 
fore at short ranges enabled us to aim exactly at the object. Ordnanee- 
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Sergeant Stone then filled some shells with melted lead to give them 
great weight and strength, and on the next day, when they had reached 
their nearest range, we intended to lash on our disparts and fire them 
at great depression, so as to go through their hulks. 

No boats, however, came up except one late in the evening, and, 
firing at her with the rifle, she soon got out of sight. This was Satur- 
day, and the day on which General Buckner’s lines were penctrated. 
Finding the garrison called out to support him and no gunboats 
threatening, I took a detachment, and, with Sergeant Stone, took charge 
of a smalisiege gun on the infantry fortifications of the tort, and played 
on the enemy’s land forces over the heads of our troops, with what ettect 
we could not tell. 

Lieutenant Stankieuriz was firing a siege howitzer from another sa- 
lient at the same time, and apparently with good effect, as we could see 
his shells fall. 

Lieutenant Fitzgerald, of my company, with First Lieutenant Spark- 
man, are most gallant officers; also Lieutenant Bedford. Captain Cul- 
bertson, with Captains Beaumont, Bidwell, and Graham, and their 
companies, deserve great credit, Captain Culbertson being one of the 
best officers I have ever seen, and of military education. 

I must not omit to mention a gallant feat performed by Sergt. Pat- 
rick Cook (since died in prison at Chicago), Corporal Dockery, Privates 
Johnson and Mays, and eight or ten others at the rifle. Inthe midst of 
the bombardment of Friday evening, during the rapid firing of this gun, 
a ball suddenly stopped about half way down, resisting all ettorts to drive 
it farther. This detachment boldly left their battery, as instructed, 
hunted up along log just fitting the bore, all mounted the parapet, in 
the height of the bombardment, and drove the ball home, thus saving 
the gun trom bursting or entire disuse for the time. 

We were so busily engaged at our batteries that it was impossible for 
us to know much of what took place in other parts of the field. 

This ‘will be closed with the remark that all of us were surrendered 
the following (Sunday) morning with the rest of the troops. 

With due apology tor whatever of improper length, want of taste, &c., 
which the short notice given me to prepare the above has allowed, be- 
lieve me, respectfully, 

Rk. R. ROSS, 
Captain Maury Artillery. 
To His Excellency President DAVIS. 





No. 78. 


Extracts* from report of the special committee on the recent military dis- 
asters at Forts Henry and Donelson and the evacuation of Nashville. 


Resolutions creating committee. 


Resolved, That a special committee be instructed to inquire into the 
military disasters at Forts Henry and Donelson and the surrender of 


ee a es ee ee Or eo eee a 
*The reports and statements of Colonels Baldwin and Brown, General Buckner, 
Major Cheairs, Colonel Cook, Major Doss, Colonel Farquharson, General Floyd, 
Lieutenant. Colonel Gilmer, Colonels Gregg, Hanson, and Heiman, General Johnston, 
Colonel Lillard, Adjutant McGinnis, Colonel Palmer, General Pillow, and Colonel 
Trousdale, omitted under this heading, appear either among the reports of the capt- 
ure of Fort Heury, the siege of Fort Donelson, or of the evacuation of Nashville, &c. 
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Nashville into the hands of the enemy, and to report the result of their 
investigations as early as practicable. 

Resolved (on motion of Thomas J. Foster, of Alabama), That the 
special committee appointed to investigate the late military disasters at 
Forts Henry and Donelson and the surrender of Nashville into the 
hands of the enemy be also instructed to investigate the causes of the 
surrender of Fort Henry; to ascertain by whom said fort was located; 
whether the commanding general had previously examined the site of 
said fort; whether the hills on the opposite side of the river were prop- 
erly fortified, or whether were they fortified at all; and, if not, why they 
were not fortified at the time when labor and troops from Alabama were 
dispatched to Fort Henry for that purpose. 

Resolved (on motion of Hon. H. C. Burnett), That the committee 
appointed to investigate the causes of our recent disasters at Forts Henry 
and Donelson, &e., be instructed to report to this House who was the 
senior general commanding at Fort Donelson during the engagements 
at that point; who was second in command, and who third in command; 
also why it was that the two senior generals in command abandoned — 
the position, leaving the junior general to surrender; also to report 
why the transports then in the vicinity of Fort Donelson were not used 
in removing our forces from the presence of an overwhelming foe. 


Special report on the surrender of Fort Donelson, &e. 


Mr. Foote, on leave, reported from the special committee appointed 
to examine into the surrender of Fort Donelson, &c., as follows: 

The special committee appointed to examine into the causes of the 
recent military disaster at Fort Donelson, and into the circumstances 
connected with the surrender of the city of Nashville into the hands of 
the enemy (to which committee various other collateral matters have 
been subsequently referred), beg leave to report that they have, in the 
performance of the duties assigned them, found it necessary to accumu- 
late a large mass of testimony, all of which is herewith reported to this 
House for such action in regard to the same as shall be deemed expe- 
dient. It is recommended by the committee that the House do cause 
said testimony, together with such other as may be taken, to be printed 
for the use of the members. 

H. 8S. FOOTE, 


Chairman,. &e. 
THOS. B. HANLEY. 
THOS. J. FOSTER. 
H. W. BRUCE. 
EK. BARKSDALE. 
The report was agreed to. 


A true copy. Teste: | 
H. C. McLAUGHLIN, 
Clerk. 


Message of the President. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, April 1, 1862. 
To the Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


Siz: I herewith transmit to the House of Representatives a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of War, affording, as far as practicable, the 
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information sought by the “resolution of inquiry adopted by the House 
of Representatives in regard to the disasters at Forts Henry and Donel- 
son,” &c., and replying to the “additional resolution of the House of 
Representatives,” adopted March 31, 1862, calling for the official response 
of General A. S. Johnston to the interrogatories propounded. to him in 
regard to those subjects; and also for a copy of the supplementary 
report of General Pillow in regard to the affair at Fort Donelson, &c. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[Inclosure. } 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C.S A., 
hichmond, Va., March 31, 1862. 


Str: I have the honor to submit the following answers, prepared by 
my predecessor in office, to the resolutions of inquiry adopted by the 
House of Representatives in regard to the disasters at Forts Henry and 
Donelson, &e. 

I have just had the honor to receive a copy of the additional resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives, this day adopted, calling for the 
official response of General Albert S. Johnston to the interrogatories 
propounded to him in regard to those subjects; and also for a copy of 
the supplementary report of General Pillow in regard to the affair at 
Fort Donelson, &c.* 

I have the honor to reply that the Department is informed that Gen- 
eral Johnston is engaged, as rapidly as the circumstances of his com- 
mand will permit, in preparing an answer to these inquiries, and it is 
not deemed expedient to submit General Pillow’s supplemental report 
in advance of the other military documents by which it should be ac- 
companied. Only a copy of this report has been submitted to the 
Department. The original is in possession of General Johnston; and 
will be forwarded by him, with the accompanying documents, in connec- 
tion with his own report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of War. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT. 


[Subinclosure. } 


I have the honor to submit the following answers to certain inquiries 
of the House of Representatives of which copies were furnished to this 
Department on the 11thinstant. Much delay has intervened in the hope 
of receiving such report from the army in Tennessee as would render 
it possible to make full and satisfactory answer. Some of these reports 
are still delayed, and it is therefore considered due to the House to give 
all the information now possessed by the Department and to add here- 
after whatever further details may be received. The inquiries and 
answers have been numbered for the sake of convenience: 


1. At what period was it that the Confederate forces under General 
Johnston first established themselves in the city of Bowling Green and 
what was our force at that time and within the period of a week ? 

2. What was the force of the enemy at that period between Bowling 
Green and the Ohio River and where located ? 

General Johnston first established himself with the Confederate forces at Bowling 


Green early in October; the precise day not known. 
There is nothing on file in the Department showing the number of his forces and those 


* See his report of March 14, p. 285. 
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of the enemy at that period. It is, however, known that the enemy’s force was largely 
in excess of that of General Johnston. 


3, What prevented General Johnston at that time from making a 
forward movement towards the Ohio River? Was he restrained by 
instructions from the War Department or was he left to his own dis. 
cretion in the matter? 

The cause which prevented General Johnston from making a forward movement at 
that time towards the Ohio River was thus stated by him in a letter of October 22, 1361: 
‘<We have received but little accession to our ranks since the Confederate forces crossed 
the line; in fact, no such enthusiastic demonstration as to justify any movements not 
warranted by our ability to maintain our own communications.” General Johnston 
was left to his own discretion in all his military movements, and was never at any 
time restrained by instructions from the War Department from moving his forces in 
any manner he deemed advisable. 


4, What forces, if any, were sent from Bowling Green to Fort Donel- 
son previous to the first battle at that place and under whose command ? 

5. What number of forces did General Johnston retain at Bowling 
Green up to the time of its evacuation ? 

6. Dia General Johnston re-enforce or attempt to re-enforce the Con- 
federate army at Fort Donelson during the progress of the conflicts at 
that piace? | | 

To these inquiries the only information that can be given must necessarily be derived 


from the official report of General Johnston, which has been called for but not yet 
received at the Department. It will be submitted as soon as received. 


7. Is it within the knowledge of the War Department that any appli 
cations were made by the commanders of our forces at Fort Donelson 
during the progress of the conflicts at that place? 

It is now known to the Department, through the reports of Generals Floyd and 


Pillow and the supplementary report of General Pillow, that no such applications for 
re-enforcements were made. 


8. Was General Johnston restrained: by orders from the War Depart- 
ment from sending re-enforcements or was he left to his own discre- 
tion in that regard ? 

No orders on the subject were issued from the Department. General Johnston’s 
discretion on the subject was unrestrained. 


9. What means of transportation had General Johnston at Bowling 
Green to enable him to re-enforce Fort Donelson during the contests, 
had he been disposed to do so? 

10. When were the fortifications at Forts Donelson and Henry con- 
structed and in what mode? 

11. Was there any military reconnaissance along the banks of the 
Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers, with the view to judicious selections 
of places for fortifications, before the sites for Forts Henry and Donel- 
son were selected ? | 


On these subjects nothing is recorded in the books of the War Department. 


12. Did General Johnston fall back from Bowling Green in accord- 
ance with instructions from the War Department or was he left to his 
own discretion in the matter? 

General Johnston received no instructions from the War Department on this subject. 
He acted on this, as on all other questions of military movements and operations, in 
accordance with his own judgment. He counseled with Generals Beauregard and 
Hardee before withdrawing from Bowling Green. 


13. Why was Nashville surrendered to the enemy ? 
14, Did General Johnston proceed upon his own discretion, or under 
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instructions from the War Department, in regard to the act of surrender- 
ing that city into the hands of the enemy ? 

The reasons for evacuating the city of Nashville are given by General Johnston in 
his letter of February 25, of which a copy is hereto annexed. In doing this he acted 
on his own judgment and without instructions from the War Department. 

15. When General Johnston, about October 1 last, made a call upon 
several of the States of the Southwest, including the State of Tennes- 
see, for large numbers of troops, why was that call revoked? Was the 
act of revocation in pursuance of an order of the War Department or 
upon his own judgment merely ? 

General Johnston received no orders on the subject from the War Department; but 
in a private and confidential letter to him he was informed by the Secretary of War 
that the Government did not approve of calling for unarmed men for a less period than 
the war; that the Government could procure unarmed men for the war in numbers as 
large as it could supply with arms; that it gave the preference to ‘‘ war” men over 
‘¢twelve-months” men in distributing arms; that unarmed twelve-months men were 
the most costly and least useful troops that could be called for, and that it was desir- 


able he should call for no more men for a less period than three years or the war un- 
less they came with arms. 

16. Has the Department received any official report of the affair at 
Forts Henry or Donelson or touching the surrender of Nashville? If 
so, communicate the same. 

The Department has already communicated all the reports reccived by it of the 
above-mentioned affairs, except a copy, unofficially communicated, of a supplementary 
report of General Pillow to General J ohnston, which is retained until the original, as 
well as other reports, are received from General Johnston, so that the whole subject 
may be submitted together. The only report of the surrender, or rather the evacua- 
tion, of Nashville is contained in the letter of General A. S. Johnston above men- 
tioned, and of which a copy is annexed. It is, however, known to the Department 
that General Johnston is engaged as actively as the exigencies of his command will 
permit in preparing for Congress full information on all the points suggested in the 
above inquiries, and it is hoped that the report will be received at avery early day. 


Letter of General John B. Floyd to Chairman of Special Committee. 


ABINGDON, VA., March 25, 1862. 


Sir: Just as I was getting ready to leave Knoxville, where I had 
been ordered by Major-General Smith to assist with my command in 
the defense of that locality, I received your letter, sent back from De- 
catur, whither it had been first sent. 

I had the day before received the order from the War Department 
relieving me from my command, and a letter preferring certain charges 
against me, for which, I suppose, this punishment was inflicted. To 
these charges I was required to answer, which I have done; and as 
they cover the points of inquiry pending before your honorable com- 
mittee I have thought proper to send you, in answer to your inquiries, 
for the information of your committee, a copy of my answer to the 
charges of the War Department. The delay in responding to these in- 
quiries has grown out of my failure to get the official documents requiring 
the answer until within a few days past. 

I regret that my first report should have proved so unsatisfactory to 
the authorities of the Confederacy. It was, to be sure, written very 
hurriedly in my tent at night, after a long day’s march, and after the 
business of that-day and the preparations for the march of the next were 
completed. But I supposed that a simple narrative of the transactions 
which led through the terrible and most sanguinary fight of Fort Don- 
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elson to the painful but unavoidable necessity of a small force yielding 
at last to an overwhelming one was all that could be expected officially 
at my hands. 

If I had been at leisure and had determined to go into a detailed 
statement of all the facts and incidents within my knowledge I should 
equally have failed to cover the points raised in the accusations pre- 
ferred against me by the Department. I never dreamed for a moment 
that I had done anything or had neglected any duty for which in my 
report of that battle I should find it necessary to present a defense 
against grave and dishonoring charges. But far less did I suppose it 
possible that I should be held responsible for failing to defend the Cum- 
berland River and the capital of Tennessee with the insignificant means 
put at my command against an overwhelming force at least six times 
my own in numbers, advancing with perfect preparation by land and 
water. 

It ought to have been understood that this fort could not withstand 
the force which the enemy were certain to bring against it. It was ill- 
conceived, badly executed, and still worse located, with only thirteen 
guns of all calibers, the greater part of them small, and therefore use- 
less. It had, in fact, only three effective guns, and an important por- 
tion of its defensive works was not commenced until the enemy had 
made his appearance before it in force. It was to sustain a continued 
attack from the gunboat fleet, known for months to have been preparing 
in the West by the enemy for operations against our Western rivers, 
and numberivg at least ten, carrying each probably sixteen to twenty . 
guns of the largest caliber. These gunboats were to be seconded by a 
land force, drawn from an army in the West, well known to be organ- 
ized on the most formidable scale, amounting, in the aggregate, to 
200,000 men, all so stationed as to be easily concentrated on the banks 
of the Cumberland or any other Western river in the space of one week, 
heavy columns of which, at the time I was sent to Fort Donelson, were 
known to be moving upon the Cumberland River. 

The naked fort, as I have described it, constituted the entire prepa- ~ 
ration of the Confederate Government for meeting the advance of this 
most formidable array up the Cumberland River. The little intrench- 
ments or rifle pits around the encampments, constructed to defend our 
people against the land attack, were not completed until the morning 
of February 13, the men working all the night before upon them, the 
enemy having appeared in force and begun the attack on the preceding 
day. 

I have caused a diagram of the fort and defenses around it to be made, 
which I append to this communication.* You will sce from it that the 
river bounded our position entirely on the north and the encampment 
and batteries of the enemy surrounded us on every other side. 

Again referring you particularly to my supplemental report of the 
20th instant, heretofore forwarded through General A. 8. Johnston to 
the War Department, a copy of which is herewith sent,} as containing 
minute answers to the points of inquiry embraced in your letter to me, 
I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General, C. 8S. Army. 
Hon. HENRY S. Foote, 
Chairman, &e., House of Representatives. 


* Not found. t Seo p. 270. 


ee 
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Statement of Capt. Jack Davis, of Texas. 


I was in the different battles of Fort Donelson, and belonged to the 
outside forces; was captain of Company E, Colonel Gregg’s regiment 
Texas volunteers. I was in the battles of Thursday, Friday, and Sat- 
urday. Was one of those taken prisoners, but made my escape on 
Sunday morning on a flat-boat across the river from Dover. To the best 
of my knowledge we were surrendered on Sunday morning between day- 
light and sunup. 

Some hours before daylight we were aroused from our slumber (which, 
by an arrangement of alternation, we were allowed to take) by the 
announcement that we were to retreat immediately. In pursuance ot 
this announcement we immediately took to our line of march, and had 
advanced some distance to an open field, when a halt was ordered. At 
this order the men became much dissatisfied. It was exceedingly cold 
and uncomfortable. We remained in this position until it was under- 
stood that we were surrendered, and we were ordered to march back to 
our quarters. ° 

Our regiment belonged to Brigadier-General Clark’s brigade, stationed 
at Hopkinsville, Ky.: We reached Fort Donelson, to the best of my 
recollection, on the Monday evening preceding the battle; were in all 
the conflicts that occurred outside the fort. The great body of the 
soldiers behaved with gallantry and valor, and had the most implicit 
confidence in the generals, which I believe the generals merited. 

The enemy commenced the regular attack on ‘Thursday morning, their 
infantry assailing us on the right, while their batteries opened on our 
left. We had, so far as I am able to form an opinion, about 12,000 alto- 
gether, in the fort and outside. The whole body of our troops was 
not engaged in the battle of Thursday, reserves having been kept on the 
left, and, I suppose, also in the fort and between the fort and our in- 
trenchments. I will here explain what I mean by intrenchments. They 
consisted of small saplings, with which that country abounds, thrown 
lengthwise along the outside margin of ditches, dug some 5 feet wide 
and 2 feet deep, the dirt having been thrown upon the saplings, and 
giving us a protection of about 5 feet. These ditches extended about 3 
miles in length, the whole,or the greater part of the work having been. 
thrown up during the night of Wednesday, some slight additions and 
improvements having been completed on Thursday night. 

The locality was most judiciously selected. This line of ditches was 
so constructed that it afforded a complete protection to the fort, which 
was situated in its rear, except on the water side, the fort being on the 
bank of the Cumberland River. The infantry of both armies mainly 
conducted the battle on Thursday, the heaviest fighting having occurred 
on our right wing, the left being assailed with shot, shell, and grape 
from their batteries. Our loss on the right wing, from the best informa- 
tion i could obtain, amounted to from 50 to 100 killed, while that of the 
enemy, as I was informed, was not less than from 400 to 500 killed and 
wounded. On the left wing our loss amounted to from 4 to 6 killed. 

On Thursday night I suppose that the various regiments were able, by 
alternately relieving each other, to obtain some partial repose, which 
was facilitated by having the reserves already referred to. 

On Friday morning the fight was renewed about § or 9 o’clock, the 
battle, as on Thursday, having been chiefly confired to our right wing, 
the left being assailed by the enemy’s sharpshooters. The battle con- 
tinued on Friday between the infantry on both sides until about noon, 
resulting in about equal loss on both sides with that of the preceding 
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day. The fighting on land ceased about noon, and the gunboats, four 
in number, opened upon the fort, which returned the fire, resulting, after 
a conflict of about one hour and a quarter, in but little, if any, damage 
to the fort, while all but one of the gunboats were disabled. I will be 
more particular : 

The gunboats commenced the assault when about 14 miles from the 
fort, coming up four abreast and, continuing their fire until they were 
opposite the fort. The fort kept up a regular fire with guns of a smaller 
caliber, evidently reserving the heavy guns until the gunboats were 
within a distance of about 150 yards. The effect, as witnessed by our 
troops and by the citizens who had gathered on the hills around Dover, 
was beyond the power of description. After having received a shot from 
a 128-pounder one of the gunboats rolled towards the opposite bank of the 
river, silenced, crippled, and apparently unmanageable; a second soon 
shared the same fate; athird was totally disabled; and the fourth, turn- 
ing her head, took to a precipitate flighf down the river. The excite- 
ment at this time among the military and citizen spectators was intense 
and almost wild, the latter testifying their joy by tossing their hats in 
the air, and the former by a general huzza, commencing on the right 
wing and soon caught up and became universal along the entire line. 

With the exception of some random shots from both sides there was 
no further fighting on that evening. On that night we received orders 
to couk three days’ provisions and be ready for marching the next morn- 
ing. We did not know whither we were to proceed, but we supposed 
in the direction of Fort Henry, to which it was believed the enemy were 
retreating. : 

On Saturday morning the battle was renewed about sunrise, com- 
mencing to-day on our left. At an early hour in the morning we were 
informed that we were to attack the enemy. This I regarded as an in- 
discreet though a bold movement, as we did not know the force of the 
enemy or the number and locality of his batteries. 

Three of our regiments commenced the attack on the enemy’s right, 
and the fight was kept up until they commenced retreating, when our 
batteries were brought to bear upon them. We pursued them over a 
mile, the regiment to which I belonged having been relieved and a fresh 
regiment having taken our place in the pursuit. From the movements 
of the enemy this morning I became convinced that when we can get 
within a hundred yards of the enemy they will not stand either a close 
fight or a charge. The result of to-day’s fighting was much more disas- 
trous to the enemy than on any of the preceding days, their loss being at 
least three to one. On each day our army took prisoners, varying in 
number. | 

Another result of to-day’s battle was the capture by our troops of 
eleven or more pieces of artillery, five of which I know of myself; the 
capture of the others I learned from good authority and general belief. 
This battle continued until between 11 and 12 o’clock, the enemy at this 
time having been driven over a mile—perhaps a mile and a half—along 
their camp. | 

Our army returned, all believing that we had gained asignal victory, 
but later in the day the fight was renewed by an attack of the enemy on 
our right wing, with results on both sides more disastrous than at any 
previous period of the conflict. The disasters on our side were attrib- 
uted to the fact that, for some cause unknown to me, a portion of our 
forces left their intrenchments, which were immediately occupied by the 
enemy. Our greatest loss occurred in connection with a successful and 
gallant charge, conducted by General Buckner, to dislodge the enemy 
from the intrenchments. 
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As to the subsequent surrender and the circumstances connected with 
it, I have no personal knowledge. We went to rest supposing ourselves 
completely victorious, but I was informed by several persons, especially 
by some prisoners, that on that nigbt as well as on the’ night previous 
the enemy were re-enforced to an extent that increased their army to 
80,000 men. Meanwhile we received no re-enforcements, although we 
had been led to believe that they were on their way to our relief from 
Bowling Green. | 

Thavealready referred toourmovements on Saturday morning. When 
the intelligence cf our surrender was communicated to the troops there 
was a general feeling of indignation, mingled with surprise, among all. 
The men were frantic to be permitted to fight their way out. It is my 
firm belief and the general impression that had a re-enforcement of 
10,000 men reached us on Sunday morning we could have held out and 
secured a decisive victory. 

Interrogatory by H. 8S. Foote. Had the steamer or steamers that were 
employed in taking off General Floyd and his command been employed 
in removing our men and munitions of war on Saturday night, could 
they have done so? : 

Answer. Yes; two boats could have taken the men and munitions of 
war in two hours. The enemy did not come within gunshot distance 
of the fort until after the surrender. Had some 5,000 men been kept in 
the intrenchments even on Sunday morning, we could have transferred 
across the river 10,000 men. 

JACK DAVIS, 
Captain Co. E, Col. John Gregg’s Regiment Texas Volunteers. 


Statement of Lieut. Col. Milton A. Haynes. 


RICHMOND, VA., March 24, 1862. 


Str: In answer to the order of your committee, requiring me to report 
the facts connected with the defense and fall of Fort Donelson, I have 
the honor to inform you that on January 15 last I was ordered by Major- 
General Polk to proceed at once from Columbus, Ky., to Forts Henry 
and Donelson, to take charge of the artillery forces at those points. 

The next day I reported in person to Brigadier-General Tilghman 
at Fort Henry, and by his order was appointed chief of artillery of the 
Fourth Division, and directed to Fort Donelson, to take charge of the 
artillery there, he saying that for the present he would attend to Fort 
Henry. | 

That same day I proceeded to Donelson and at once entered upon 
my duty. There was but one artillery company (Captain Maney’s light 
battery) there; but two volunteer infantry companies, under Captains 
Beaumont and Bidwell, had been detailed to man the heavy guns; but 
they had been but slightly and imperfectly trained, and Captain Bid- 
well’s not at all. I at once organized these three companies into a 
battalion and placed them under daily instruction. I telegraphed to 
General Polk for officers of artillery to act as instructors, and he sent 
to me for duty Lieutenants Martin and McDaniel, who drilled the men 
daily at the heavy guns, and they were, under my own eye, taught to 
fire their guns at targets 1,000, 1,500, and 2,000 yards, and the eleva- 
tion for particular range explained and taught to them. Every man in 
the battalion of artillery, nearly 300, who was fit for duty, was required 
to labor in mounting the guns, repairing and finishing the merions, 
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embrasures, and platforms. A new bomb-proof magazine, near the 
main battery, approached by a bomb-proof covered way of capacity suf- 
ficient to hold 100 rounds for ten guns, was rapidly constructed, under 
the direction of Captain Beaumont, and Lieut. H. S. Bedford, acting 
adjutant of the battalion. 

Capt. J. P. Shuster, who had reported to me for duty by order of 
General A.S. Johnston, was appointed chief of the battalion, and under 
his direction the ammunition and stores necessary for ten guns were 
arranged in the magazine, with matches, port-fires, lanterns, Ge. The 
mep were divided into detachments of 15 to a gun, with supernumer- 
aries to each, and each detachment assigned under its chief to its gun 
and each man to his place at the gun, and their duties explained to 
them in case of an attack by day or night. 

By February 10 we had our batteries finished and ten 32-pounder 
guns mounted, and there were only two other guns not mounted—the 
columbiad and rifled guns. 

The 10-inch columbiad was mounted about January 25, but upon 
firing it the shock threw it back against the hurters, and the recoil 
threw the chassis off the pintle, and the counter-shock threw the muz- 
zle of the gun so violently against the transom bar as to injure the 
carriage. In this condition (like the one at Fort Henry) it was useless. 
I therefore dismounted it, remodeled the platform, and sent an officer 
to the rolling-mill and had new rear traverse wheels cast 4 inches 
greater in diameter. These wheels were cast and sent to us only in . 
time to enable us to remount this important gun. With its new wheels 
it worked like a charm. 

The rifled gun, throwing a conical shell of 128 pounds, was sent to us 
about February 1 from Nashville, but neither pintle nor pint:e plate 
(without which it could not be mounted) was sent with it. I at once 
sent Lieut. G. T. Moorman, of the artillery, to Nashville, to procure 
these and other fixtures necessary for this and other guns, and we only 
obtained these indispensable fixtures two days before the fight, and 
scarcely in time to mount this gun. It was, however, successfully 
mounted on the 11th. 

Our batteries, being now in order, were manned and commanded as 
follows: Captain Beaumont’s company at the five 32-pounders next the 
river; Captain Bidwell’s company, with the other four guns, to the left, 
including the 10-inch columbiad; each with several heutenants, all 
under the eye of Captain Shuster, commander of battalion; Captain 
Dixon, engineer, and Lieut. Jacob Culbertson, C. S. Army, on special 
duty with me. Captain Ross (just arrived from Hopkinsville), having 
given up his light battery, with his men took charge of the half-moon 
battery, composed of the rifled gun and two ship carronades, furnishing 
a detachment, under Lieutenant Stankieuriz (Captain Taylor’s com- 
pany), to man the 8-inch howitzer and the two 9-pounder nondescripts. 
Captain Maney’s light battery took post on the lett of the rifle trenches, 
in General Pillow’s division, and was not under my further charge. 
The light battery and horses of Captain Ross’ company were placed 
under Lieutenant Parker, with a volunteer infantry company to man 
them, and stationed at the grave-yard, above Dover. 

On the 12th (Wednesday) the gunboats made their approach, but did 
not venture within the range of our guns; but early the next mornin ig 
@ vigorous attack having been made upon our whole line by the enemy, 
the gunboats opened a spirited fire upon our batteries, throwing during 
the forenoon about 150 shot and shells from large ritle and smooth-bore 
guns. Their fire was returned with spirit by our guns, a shot piercing 
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one at her water line and compelling it to fall back. Unfortunately a 
single rifle shell from one of the enemy’s guns dismounted one of our 
32-pounder guns, instantly killing the brave Captain Dixon, disabling 
for the time Captain Shuster, and killing and wounding several pri- 
vates. J iminediately placed Lieutenant (acting captain) Culbertson in 
charge of the 10-gun battery, and took my post at the river battery, 
although not able to walk without crutches, and then only with great 
pain. 

In the afternoon, our army being hotly engaged along our whole line, 
the gunboats renewed the attack, keeping up a continual discharge of 
shot and shells, without, however, doing much damage. Our own fire 
was carefully withheld, in order to draw the boats nearer to us, and, as 
was expected, they soon ventured within range. <A few well-directed 
shots from our rifled gun and columbiad soon drove them back, one 
of their boats being, as I learned that night, with difficulty kept from 
Sinking. At the close of the day the contest by land and water ceased, 
and our batteries were visited by Generals Floyd and Pillow, and our 
artillerists complimented by them, General Floyd ordering the dis- 
mantled gun to be that night, if possible, remounted. Upon an inspec- 
tion made by Major Gilmer, of the Engineers, and myself, I ordered a 
detail of 12 artificers and carpenters for that purpose. 

On the next day the increased pain and inflammation of my wound 
rendered it impossible for me to remain longer at the batteries, and the 
next day I was, by direction of Surgeon Williams, placed on board a 
steamer, with the wounded, to be sent up the river. 

During my service at Fort Donelson, both before and in the engage- 
ment at that place, I was under obligations to Acting Adjt. W. W. Foote, 
(a boy only sixteen years old), and to Lieut. H. S. Bedford, adjutant of 
artillery battalion, for the prompt and faithful discharge of the arduous 
and dangerous duties which they had to perform. 

I cannot close this statement of the brief and humble part which I 
performed in preparing and maintaining the defenses of Fort Donelson 
without expressing my particular obligations to Lieut. J. Culbertson, of 
the C. S. Army, on special duty, and Lieutenants Bedford and Cobb, of 
the Ordnance Department, for the zeal and energy displayed by them 
in superintending the work at the batteries and valuable services dur- 
ing the engagement, in all of which they were greatly assisted by Capt. 
T. W. Beaumont and his subalterns; nor to Lieutenants Martin and 
McDaniel, of the Tennessee Corps of Artillery, for their untiring energy 
in imparting instructions to the battalion of artillery under my com- 
mand; nor can too much be said in praise of the volunteer infantry, 
who, after three or four weeks’ instruction, in the midst of toil and labor, 
both day and night, acquired such skill in the management of their guns 
as to be able to maintain successfully a four days’ cannonade against a 
flotilla of gunboats carrying twice as many and better guns than theirs, 
cr:ppling at least five of them, and compelling their flag-officer, Foote 
(himself wounded), to withdraw his fleet entirely from the hopeless 
effort to pass their batteries; nor in this meed of praise should the gal- 
lant Captain Ross and Lieutenant Stankieuriz (both old artillery officers), 
with their subalterns and privates, be forgotten. 

Our success was greatly due to the admirable position of our guns, 
rising gradually from the river to an elevation of 50 feet, thus affording 
a plunging fire, and from the narrowness of the river (only 500 feet 
wide) enabling us to throw our balls into the holds of the boats and 
cripple their machinery. 

I may here add, from information derived from some of the parties, 
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that on Saturday night Captain Bidwell and one private of artillery, 
Lieutenant Burt and about 40 men, and all the horses of Captain Por- 
ter’s light battery and Colonel Forrest’s regiment of cavalry and many . 
stragglers from various corps, made good their retreat without meeting 
any obstruction from the enemy. 

In justice to myself, as I was in charge of the artillery for a short 
time at Fort Donelson, I ought to add that I had nothing whatever to 
do with the exterior defenses of the place, which were arranged under 
the direction of the commanding general and engineers. 

In my opinion the site itself was the most unfortunate—first, because 
the space inclosed by the trenches formed a cul-de-sac, divided in the 
middle by a sheet of backwater, thus rendering communication between 
the wings of our army difficult and hazardous ; second, because the area 
inclosed, though strong itself, was surrounded at a distance of from 300 
to 1,200 yards by a range of hills higher than those occupied by us, thus 
affording a commanding position (eagerly seized by the enemy) for their 
batteries of rifled guns, from which they could reach every point within 
our lines. 

Hence the utmost courage and endurance could not and did not avail 
to save us from disaster; but the deeds of daring performed by our army 
will form the brightest picture in the pages of our history and render 
the names of the heroes who fell on Dover’s blood-stained hills immortal. 

Respectfully, 
- MILTON A. HAYNES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, and Chief of Corps of Tennessee Artillery. 


Major Munford’s answers to interrogatories of Special Committee.* 


Answer ist. General Johnston did not take command in person at 
Bowling Green till October 28, 1861. He arrived there on the 14th, and 
General Buckner remained in command till the 28th. 

Answer 2d. The force under Buckner when General Johnston arrived 
was a fraction under 6,000, and were being re-enforced by Major-Gen- 
eral Hardee’s division, of about 5,000, and Colonel Terry’s regiment of 
Texas Rangers, about 1,000, making the force before General Johnston 
took immediate command within a fraction of 12,000. I have not the 
means of stating the weekly increase. Disease fell upon the army, par- 
ticularly measles, both at Bowling Green and at the different rendez- 
vous for fresh enlistments which had not been turned over to the Con- 
federacy. It was a terrible scourge, and the ranks were so thinned 
that on the last of November our effective force was estimated at 12,500, 
showing no matcrial increase for more than a month. 

Answer 3d. I do not know. General Buckner took possession of 
Bowling Green on September 17 with about 4,000 troops. Ihave heard, 
and believe it to be true, that as Buckner moved in on one side of Ken- 
tucky Rousseau moved in on the other. Rousseau’s force, or the num- 
ber of Home Guards, who were regarded as equally hostile to us, Ido 
not know, nor have I heard. This, however, is true: that on October 
4 General Buckner dispatched to General Johnston at Columbus that 
the enemy, 13,000 or 14,000 strong, were advanciug upon him; that his 
own (Buckner’s) force was “less than 6,000,” and asked for re-enforce- 
ments. 

It was this dispatch which led to re-enforcing Bowling Green as 


* Interrogatories not found. 
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promptly as possible with Hardee’s division and Texas cavalry. Stan- 
ton’s regiment, from Overton County, was also ordered to that place, 
‘ but in consequence of depredations of Home Guards had to be sent back 
to repress them. Another regiment was also ordered to Bowling Green, 
but, as now remembered, was not carried forward because it was un- 
armed and there were no arms to give them. The more rapid advance 
of the enemy had been checked by burning the bridge over Rolling 
Fork. 

Answer 4th. I have heard General Johnston assign many reasons for 
not ordering General Buckner to advance in the first instance to Mul- 
draugh’s Hill. He regarded that position as unsuited for a base of mili- 
tary operations and as posséssing but slight strategic importance. It 
was beyond the Green River, the navigability of which had to be de- 
stroyed to prevent the enemy from moving by water from Paducah, 
Cairo, and other points in Buckner’s rear. With that navigable stream 
open, they could transport upon it not only troops, but the heaviest ord- 
nance and other munitions of war, and effectually cut Buckner’s line of 
vommunication with Tennessee and the South, whence his supplies of 
men and munitions must be.drawn. Buckner’s force was small (about 
4,000); his troops were fresh, most of them illy armed and many illy dis- 
ciplined; their general appointments for a campaign defective; and, be- 
ing wholly without transportation, they would have been tied down to 
the railroad. 

The line of Barren River, however, on which Bowling Green is, he re- 
garded as a good base of operations, the advance column occupying the 
country to the Green River, and Bowling Green being in supporting dis- 
tance from Tennessee, from and throngh which supplies and re-enforce- 
ments must come if unexpectedly the Kentuckians failed to rush to Buck- 
ner’s standard at his approach. He regarded it as necessary to hold 
Bowling Green, not only till the navigability of the Green River was de- 
stroyed, but to make it a depot of supplies. He also thought it should 
be fortified, that it might be garrisoned and held by as small a force as 
possible, to increase thereby the numbers for the field. If a superior 
force should advance on that position by being fortified, compensation 
would be had for disparity of numbers. 

Answer 5th. As nearly as I can ascertain, between 3,000 and 4,000, the 
balance of his force being distributed along the turnpike on the march 
to Nashville. 

General Johnston had ordered on Friday, before the conflicts at Don- 
elson, that preparations be made to evacuate Bowling Green. The army 
began the march on Tuesday, and the troops remaining were engaged in 
removing Government stores by the railroad. They were under the com- 
mand of Brigadier-General Hindman, and detained for that purpose. 

Answer 6th. For the troops along the turnpike, none. They would 
have been compelled to march. For those at Bowling Green, who were 
still engaged in removing the stores, the engines and cars on hand; what 
number of either I do not know. The railroad runs to Clarksville ; 
steamers thence to Donelson. 

Answer 7th. See No. 5. 

Answer 8th. I do not know nor have I the means of ascertaining. 

Answers 9th and 10th. I do not believe re-enforcements were asked of 
General Johnston by either General Floyd, Pillow, or Buckner, or any 
other commander there during those conflicts. I had access to the dis- 
patches; think I read every one. I never saw such a request, except 
when I heard it reported in Richmond that General Johnston had been 
asked by the generals at Donelson. I thought it a mistake then, and as 
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no member of this staff ever saw such a dispatch, I am confirmed in that 
impression. The generals at Donelson can settle it, and I entertain no 
doubt that they will all assert that no re-enforcements were asked for, © 
as they knew how much the command had been weakened by sending 
Floyd’s and Buckner’s forces to that place, and how greatly larger was 
the enemy’s forces pressing on his rear, as well as the fact that General 
Johnston’s troops were on their march between Bowling Green and 
Nashville and could not get there in time to do any good. 


And further I say not. 
; ED. W. MUNFORD. 
Extract from letter of Major Munford to committee, covering the foregoing. 


SIR: With this note be pleased to receive answers to the interroga- 
tories propounded to me by yourself as the chairman of the special com- 
mittee of the House. They have been prepared from the records, from 
my own memory of facts, and from such other sources of information as 
I knew to be reliable, and are sent with the hope that both you and the 
committee may be somewhat assisted by them in arriving at the truth. 

* * * * * ¥ ¥ 


| ED. W. MUNFORD. 
Hon. HENRY 8. Foors, &c. 


Testumony of Col. John McCausland and Capt. F. P. Turner. 


The following are the questions propounded to Col. John McCausland, 
of the Thirty-sixth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, and Capt. F. P. Tur- 
ner, Company G, Thirty-sixth Regiment Virginia Volunteers: 

1st. How long had you been serving in the command of Brig. Gen. 
John B. Floyd prior to the surrender of Fort Donelson? 

Answer by Colonel McCausland. I have been serving in that brigade from August 
last until after the surrender of the fort in question. 

2d. Were you with your regiment in the contest at Fort Donelson 
which resulted in its surrender by the Confederate troops ? 


Answer by the same. I was. 


3d. Was the army, in your opinion, in such a condition on Saturday 
morning preceding the surrender of Donelson on Sunday morning as to 
have rendered it possible to enable it to cut its way through the enemy’s 
lines and make its escape without a surrender ; and, if so, what, in your 
judgment, must have been the loss by such an effort, whether successful 
or unsuccessful ? 

Auswer by the same. I do not think it would have been possible for our troops to 
have cut their way through the enemy’s lines. An attempt would certainly have re- 
sulted in the loss of one-half of our entire army, including the whole baggage, army 
supplies, and artillery. 

4th. When did the steamboats, upon which General Floyd and a por- 
tion of his command escaped from Donelson, arrive at that point ? 

Answer by the same. They did not arrive until Sunday morning about daylight, 
and when they did arrive they were loaded—one with corn and the other with ammu- 
nition and provisions, brought for immediate use. 

JOHN McCAUSLAND, 
Colonel Thirty-sixth Virginia Regiment. 
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The same questions being propounded to Captain Turner, he says he 
concurs in the responses made by Colonel McCausland, and adopts his 
. Statements above as his to the same questions. 

F. P. TURNER, 


Captain Company G, Thirty-sixth Virginia Regiment. 


Interrogatories propounded to Colonel Russell. 


Ist. How long was your regiment a part of General Floyd’s brigade? 

2d. What was the number of your regiment at Fort Donelson in the 
battle which led to the surrender ? 

3d. How many were absent on furlough, sick leave, and otherwise, 
and where were they ? 

4th. How many escaped with General Floyd from the surrender? 

Oth. How many escaped after the surrender who were on the field of 
battle and what means were open to them of effecting their escape ? 

6th. Where was your regiment when the other portion of General 
Floyd’s brigade escaped and what were they engaged in doing? 

ith. Why did they occupy the position assigned them ? 

8th. How wide is the backwater of the slough over which the men 
of your regiment escaped? Did yourson and others make their escape 
across that water? Relate the circumstances of their escape. _ 

Ith. Was that portion of your regiment on duty wholly left at Don- 
elson or not? 

10th. State any other facts you know or have learned bearing upon 
the case. 


Answers of Col. Daniel R. Russell to questions propounded by Special Com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives. 


Answer to 1st interrogation. My regiment joined General Floyd about 
September 25, 1861, and was with him about five months. 

Answer to 2d. A memorandum from my adjutant, sent to me, shows 
an aggregate, on February 13, of 552. 

Answer to 3d. I cannot answer accurately without my regimental 
books. The aggregate of the regiment was something over 800; thus 
the number absent would be about 250. Some were at their homes sick 
and on furlough; some at Nashville, Clarksville, and elsewhere in hos- 
pitals, and some on detached service at Cumberland City and elsewhere, 
teamsters, &c. 

Answer to 4th. I have been able to hear of but one man (him I saw), 
%Xy name Henry Williford. After the boat pushed off he says he jumped 
into the water and clambered over the guards of the boat. It is possi- 
ble some wounded went up with General Floyd. The boat used by Gen- 
eral I‘loyd was the General Anderson. 

Answer to 5th. Ido not know certainly. I have seen 5 men, com- 
municated with others, and suppose, from all I can learn, about 25. 
Their means of escape were rafts to cross the river or skiffs, or to wade 
through a sheet of backwater in the rear and left of the army. 

Answer to 6th. I do not know, except from narration of those who 
were in the field, officers and others, who say they were drawn up in 
military order on the bank of the river near where the Anderson backed, 
and that they were guarding the gangways to the boat, to sacure order 
in embarking the troops. My regiment, in the march trom Clarksville, 
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was the left and rear of Floyd’s brigade, and I suppose was still in that 
position, and hence would be last to embark, unless the order of march 
was reversed. 

Answer to 7th. I have never seen the slough, but have been told by 
persons who waded through it on Sunday morning that it was about 50 
yards wide. My son made his escape with Adjutant Couper and Lieu- 
tenant Conway after they were ordered to stack arms. They waded 
the slough, which my son says was about breast-high to him, and then 
they marched, without encountering the enemy, to the railroad, reach- 
ing it at Columbia, Tenn. 

Answer to 8th. L have heard of no one who was not left that was on 
duty on the field. Williford made his escape, as stated above, after the 


boat left. 
: DAN. R. RUSSELL, 
Colonel Twentieth Mississippi Regiment. 


FEBRUARY 13, 1862.—Skirmish near Fort Heiman, Ky. 
Report of Lieut. Col. J. H. Miller, First Battalion Mississippi Cavalry. 


Camp PortTER, Paris, February 14, 1862. 


Having learned that the enemy were committing terrible depredations 
on the citizens between Concord and Fort Heiman, I took on yesterday 
two battalions, Hill’s and Herndon’s, and proceeded to that neighbor- 
hood, intending to strike the road leading to those points about midway, 
and thus cut off any detachments that might have been sent off towards 
Concord. I entered the road about 4 miles from the fort, but found by 
my advance guards that their pickets were near us, and in a few mo- 
ments observed the enemy throwing out skirmishers. Itook a position 
with my force, but the ground being exceedingly broken and hilly, unfit — 
for cavalry, I fell back to the west, to find ground upon which we could 
operate. 

I soon learned that the enemy had learned of our coming and had a 
regiment of infantry in waiting to surprise us. 

I detached Captain Stock’s company to act as skirmishers in the rear 
and right over a ridge around which theenemy were attempting to come 
up. He soon was engaged in a skirmish with the enemy, but seeing 
their whole force, about 200, before him, he fell back, having 2 men 
wounded slightly, and 1 I fear mortally, who was left on the field. 

Captain Stock reported 2 or 3 of the enemy killed. 

The expedition was undertaken at the earnest entreaty of the citi- 
zens, to check the depredations of the enemy and to force them to draw 
in their foraging parties. 

I now believe they had been advised of our coming, and my advance 
guards and skirmishers saved us from a surprise. | 

General, what am I to do with my men this terrible weather? Half 
supplied with tents and cooking utensils, we cannot remain in this con- 
dition. I beg your attention to their wants. Pagett’s, Hubbard’s, and 
Houston’s broken companies have no tents at all or supplies of any 
kind, having lost them at Fort Heiman. 

J. H. MILLER, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Major-General POLK. | 
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FEBRUARY 14, 1862.—Skirmish near Cumberland Gap, Tenn. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. 8S. P. Carter, U. 8. Army. 
No. 2.—Col. James E. Rains, C. 8. Army. 


No. 1. 
Report of Brig. Gen. S. P. Carter, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Cumberland, February 14, 1862. 


CAPTAIN: A reconnaissance was made to-day by a company of First 
Battalion Kentucky Cavalry, under the immediate command of Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Munday. Lieutenant-Colonel Munday reports that he ad- 
vanced quite close to the Gap; attacked the enemy’s cavalry picket; 
killed 5, wounded 2, and took 2 prisoners, 8 horses, 7 sabers, and 5double- 
barrel shot-guns. No one was injured in the colonel’s command. Our 
party advanced so near the enemy’s defenses that they got within range 
of their batteries, which opened on them, when they returned to camp. 

Respectfully, &c., 
7 S. P. CARTER, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding Twelfth Brigade. 


Capt. J. B. FRy, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, and Chief of Staff. 





No. 2. | 
Reports of Col. James EH. Rains, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS CUMBERLAND GAP, 
February 14, 1862. 


Sir: I am convinced that the enemy will attack us at this place 
within a week. An attack to-morrow is probable. ‘Theircavalry drove 
in our pickets to-day about 3 miles in advance of us. ‘The force, seven 
regiments, are reported to be at Cumberland Ford, 15 miles in front. 

The force we have cannot hold the place, being insufficient to man the 
works. The strength of the position has been greatly exaggerated. On 
the Kentucky side it is naturally very weak and difficult to defend. It 
has been our policy to give currency to a different opinion of the place, 
and hence the error. It will require two regiments, in addition to the 
two now here, to resist the force menacing us. 

The position should never be abandoned. Its strategic importance 
cannot be exaggerated. On the Tennessee side it is naturally almost 
impregnable and art can make it completely so. If abandoned, it can- 
not be easily retaken. 

Can re-enforcements be sent us ? 

Respectfully, 
JAMES E. RAINS, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 
General S. COOPER. 


27 R R—VOL VII 
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HEADQUARTERS CUMBERLAND GAP, 
February 18, 1862. 


Siz: In a dispatch of the 14th instant I acquainted you with the fact 
that our cavalry pickets had been attacked by the cavalry of the enemy 
and that an attack on this place was probable. 

During the night following the engagement between the pickets there 
fell a deep snow, which, followed by constant rains up to this time, has 
placed the roads and streams between us and the enemy in such con- 
dition that an immediate attack is improbable. Several days of fair 
weather must elapse before the enemy, distant abuut a day’s march, 
would attempt to reach us. 

By a dispatch from Colonel Vance, commanding at Knoxville, I learn 
that three regiments are on their way to re-enforce us. If these regi- 
ments reach us in time the place is safe against any force that can be 
brought over the roads in our front. Indeed, it is not probable that 
thus re-enforced we will be attacked at all. If not re-enforced, an attack 
is highly probable. 

I would respectfully suggest that the whole East Tennessee border is 
much exposed and several important gaps wholly undefended, through 
any one of which it would not be difficult for the enemy to throw a 
force. 

Respectfully, 
JAMES E. RAINS, 
| Colonel, Commanding Post. 
General 8. COOPER. 


FEBRUARY 14-15, 1832.—Evacuation of Bowling Green, Ky., by the Con- 
federates and its occupation by the Union forces. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—General A. Sidney Johnston, C. 8. Army, commanding Western Department. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. O. M. Mitchel, U. S. Army. 


No. 1. 


isthe of General A. Sidney Johnston, C. 8S. Army, commanding Western 
Department. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Nashville, Tenn., February 18, 1862. 


Sir: In conformity with the intention announced to the Department, 
the corps under the command of Major-General Hardee completed the 
evacuation of Bowling Green on the 14th instant, and the rear guard 
crossed the Cumberland at this point yesterday morning in good order. 
I have ordered the army to intrench to-night midway between this place 
and Murfreesborough. My purpose is to place the force in such a position 
that the enemy cannot concentrate his superior strength against the 
command, and to enable me to assemble as rapidly as possible such other 
troops in addition as it may be in my power to collect. The complete 
command which their gunboats and transports give them on the Ten- 
nessee and Cumberland Rivers renders it necessary for me to retire my 
line between the rivers. I entertain the hope that this disposition will 
enable me to hold the enemy in check, and when my forces are suffi- 
ciently increased to drive him back. 
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In a previous dispatch I informed you of my anticipation of the fall 
of Fort Donelson. These movements were commenced under that im- 
pression. ‘The enemy attacked the fort on the 13th instant at sunrise 
in great force with gunboats and by troops on land. The assault was 
continued with vigor and the enemy repulsed with loss 

On the morning of the 15th our forces, under the command of Gen- 
eral Floyd, about 10,000 strong, advanced from their trenches upon the 
enemy, more than double their number, and drove him back about 2 
miles, capturing his artillery, taking prisoners, and forcing his positions. 
The conflict was one of the most sanguinary of the war, and continued 
trom dawn until night-fall, with a loss of about 1,000 killed and wounded 
on our part. 

During the night the enemy was heavily re-enforced by thirteen trans- 
ports coming to his relief loaded with fresh troops, while our men were 
exhausted by cold, privation, and three days’ continued battle. 

During the night, the position being found no longer tenable in con- 
sequence of the exhaustion of the men, and the enemy having obtained 
a lodgment on the extreme right in the intrenchments, the fort being 
uninjured, General Floyd and a portion of his command withdrew and 
General Pillow retired, leaving General Buckner in command of the 
place and the remaining troops. 

General Buckner informed me that at 4 o’clock on the morning of the 
16th he had sent a flag of truce, which I presume was for the purpose 
of surrendering, though I have not received official information of the 
fact. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 
A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, : 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. 


P.S.—General Floyd mentions the fact that the loss of the enemy, 
killed and wounded, was much greater than our own—at least 1,500. 





No. 2. . 
Report of Brig. Gen. O. M. Mitchel, U. S. Army. 


Hpors. THIRD DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Bowling Green, Ky., February 15, 1862. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to announce that the advance guard, con- 
sisting of Colonel Turchin’s brigade, under cover of artillery from each 
of the batteries, commanded by Captain Loomis, effected a passage of the 
river during the night by means of a large flat-boat, which was found 
by our scouts during the afternoon at a large flouring-mill about 4 miles 
below the town of Bowling Green. The advance guard, accompanied 
by a detachment of Colonel Kennett’s cavalry, supported by three regi 
ments of a reserve from the main body, marched upon the town, and 
entered without finding an enemy at 5 o’clock this morning. Our cav- 
alry pickets are now thrown forward 5 or 6 miles along the railroad lead- 
ing to Nashville, the railroad leading to Russellville, and the turnpike 
leading to Nashville. Every precaution has been taken to prevent the 
surprise of our advance guard. The entire division is encamped upon 
the north side of the river near the railroad, and convenient to wood and 
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water. Our troops, though they have been upon the march for two days 
and without sleep for the greater part of three successive nights, are in 
the highest spirits. I know not how to express my grateful acknowl- 
edgments to all the officers and soldiers comprising the Third Division. 
Their promptitude, energy, and indomitable evurage will win, I trust, 
the confidence and approval of the general commanding the department 
and of the entire country. 

Our victory is a bloodless one, but not the less important. I find on 
examination Bowling Green is susceptible of the most perfect defense. 
One of the works on the north side of the river is admirably constructed 
and beautifully finished. I regret the loss of many valuable buildings 
in the town by fire. Our effort to drive the enemy from the town by 
our artillery did not prevent them from firing the depot and several 
other public buildings. We found a large supply of corn, partly con- 
sumed by fire. One locomotive on the track was injured badly by 
firing the wood in the tender. Five or six locomotives in the engine- 
house have been partially destroved by the fire. Three of them it is 
thought may be repaired. We find on the track at the depot several 
platform cars, some house cars, several hand cars, with a piece of artil- 
lery mounted upon a platform car ready for removal, but which the 
enemy was compelled to abandon by our unexpected attack. A large 
supply of flour and beef has been distributed among the citizens. Should 
eur troops require it, I shall feel it to be my duty to use these stores as 
the property of the United States. Other stores, consisting of boxes 
of boots and shoes, of sugar, coffee, nails, tents, and saddles, have fallen 
into our hands, the enemy being unable to remove them from General 
Hindman’s former headquarters to the south side of the river. Indeed, 
our approach was so rapid and so unexpected that the first intelligence 
the enemy had of our presence was communicated by the explosion of 
a shell near the depot. 

I am informed by the inhabitants that our firing created the greatest 
consternation, and that the troops of the enemy precipitately abandoned 
the town, which but for this they would have done probably at an early 
day, feeling that other points had become of greater importance, and 
as their troops were limited in number they were compelled to concen- 
trate them where most needed. 

The railroad from this point to the tunnel is in perfect: condition. 
The line of telegraph is also complete. About four miles and a half of 
track have been destroyed by burning the ties and bending the rails. 
If the rails were sent forward with chairs and spikes promptly, I think 
a single regiment could open the road in a week. I shall establish to- 
day a ferry across the river near the turnpike bridge. Captain Yates, 
commanding mechanics and engineers, reports that the bridge can be 
in order so as to pass teams in four or five days. 

I send this morning a very large train of wagons to Green River for 
supplies and forage. The quartermaster has been ordered to the country 
to purchase beef cattle, mutton, and pork. If orders were given to 
send by rail our supplies and forage as far as the railway is in order 
it would greatly aid us in supplying the division. It is important 
that some arrangement be made by means of which our mails may be 
received regularly and promptly. 

I respectfully request your orders as to the disposition of those troops 
which have been sent forward to support my division. I think it impor- 
tant that Glasgow should be occupied for the present by one brigade. 
With that force thus posted I feel that our present position can be 
held against any force which the enemy may be able to send against 
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ns. The commanding general will please announce to the country 
the fall of Bowling Green and its present occupation by United States 
troops. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. M. MITCHELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


FEBRUARY 15-22, 1862.—Expedition from Cairo, Ill, to Eastport, Miss. 
Report of Lieut. William Guin, U. S. Navy. 


U. S. GUNBOAT TYLER, 
Cairo, February 23, 1862. 


Sir: I have returned to this place after having gone up the Tennes- 
see River as high as Eastport, Miss. J am happy to state that I have 
met with an increased Union sentiment in South Tennessee and North 
Alabama. I saw few Mississippians. In Hardin, McNairy, Wayne, De- 
catur, and a portion of Hardeman, all of which border upon the river, 
the Tnion sentiment is strong, and those who do not express themselves 
openly loyal are only prevented by their fears of the military tyranny 
and coercion which is practiced by marauding bands of guerrilla com- 
panies of cavalry. 

I waited at Fort Henry as long as I deemed it advisable for the com- 
pany of cavalry designated to accompany me up the river. Not being 
able to get transportation for them I concluded to take in their stead 
some fitty sharpshooters, as I could accommodate them on board of the 
Tyler. [ was not able to accomplish the destruction of Bear Creek 
Bridge (my great desire), as I found that the rebels had sent immedi- 
ately after our first ascent of the river a large force—1,000—to this 
bridge, and some 3,000 or 4,000 to a station called Iuka, 3 miles from 
the bridge. Learning that a large quantity of wheat and flour was 
stored in Clifton, Tenn., intended, of course, to be shipped to the South, 
a large portion of it having been bought for a firm in Memphis, on my 
way down I landed there and took on board about a thousand sacks and 
one hundred barrels of flour, and some six thousand bushels of wheat. 
I considered it my duty to take possession of the above, to prevent its 
being seized by the rebels or disposed of in rebel country. 

The glorious success of our arms at Forts Henry and Donelson has 
been most beneficial to the Union cause throughout South and West 
Tennessee and Alabama. Union men can now begin to express their 
loyal sentiments without fear of being mobbed, especially along the 
banks of the river. I would suggest that you would urge upon the 
commanding general the necessity of sencing a force (a brigade, if pos- 
sible; at least a regiment of cavalry), locate it at Savannah, Hardin 
County, a place well adapted for its support; and then it would be in 
a section almost entirely Union, a nucleus around which Union men 
could rally. 

I feel confident that a regiment of Home Guards could be raised in 
ten days. Savannah is in good striking distance of Eastport, Miss. 
(45 miles by the river), which is the nearest pont to the Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad (8 miles). At that point there is an important 
bridge over Bear Creek, as well as some extent of trestle-work, which, if 
destroyed, together with a part of the Mobile and Ohio road at its june- 
tion with the Memphis and Ohio Railroad, will cut the Southern Con- 
federacy almost in two. 
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I brought down under arrest a man named William P. Poole, who has 
been active in oppressing Union men in his community. I have warned 
the inhabitants of the different towns of the river that I would hold 
secessionists and their property responsible for any outrages committed 
on Unionists in their community. I have enlisted seventeen men and 
have brought down fourteen refugees. 

Hoping “that my course will meet your approval, I am, very respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, | 

WM. GWIN, 


Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. 
Commanding Naval Forces on a Westen Waters. 


{Indorsement. } 
HEADQUARTERS, Cairo, ILu., February 24, 1862. 

The within paper, which contains important facts and good sugges- 
tions, was written after discussion of the subject with me and at my 
request. With the Tennessee River as a line of operations, Corinth, the 
junction of the Mobile with the Memphis Railroad, becomes an important 
objective point, which turns Columbia on the left aud Memphis on the 
right. Leaving the Tennessee at Hammond, a good road, 18 miles long, 
leads direct to Corinth. 

G. W. CULLUM, 


Brig. Gen. Vee U.S. A., Chief of Staff and Engr. 


FEBRUARY 19, 1862.—Clarksville, Tenn., occupied by United States forces. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Flag-Officer Andrew H. Foote, U. S. Navy. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. S. Army. 


No. 1. 
Report of Flag-Officer Andrew H. Foote, U. S. Navy. 


U. S. FLAG-STEAMER CONESTOGA, 
Fort Donelson, February 20, 1862. 


SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I left Cairo 
with the Conestoga, Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, on the 18th instant, 
having previously dispatched the gunboat Cairo, Lieutenant-Commander 
Bryant, and six mortar boats, in charge of Lieutenant Bishop and Lieu- 
tenant Lyford as ordnance officer, for fort Donelson. 

Yesterday (on the 19th instant) I came up the river on an armed 
reconnaissance with the Conestoga and Cairo, having Colonel Webster, 
of the Engineer Corps, and chief of Gencral Grant’s statf, on board. 
On nearing Fort Defiance, near Clarksville, we found a white flag dis- 
played, and on landing found the fort deserted. Lieutenant-Commander 
Phelps and Colonel Webster took possession of the fort, the former 
hoisting the American flag. There were three guns mounted on this 
fort, three in the fort near the city, and two in a fort a short distance 
up the Red River. 

On reaching Clarksville I sent for the authorities of the city, and 
soon after the Hon. Cave Johnson, the inayor, and Judge Wisdom came 
aboard, stating that the rebel soldiers had left the city, and, with the 
portion of the defeated army which had escaped from Fort Donelson, 
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had fled to Nashville, after having wantonly burned the splendid rail- 
road .bridge near the city, against the remonstrance of the citizens. I 
further ascertained that two-thirds of the citizens had fled from the 
place panic-stricken. In Short, the city was iu a state of the wildest 
commotion jrom the rumors that we would not respect the citizens 
either in their persons or their property. 

I assured those gentlemen that we came not to destroy anything but 
tents, military stores, and army equipments. With this assurance they 
earnestly importuned me to issue a proclamation embodying my views 
and intentions to the citizens, that the confidence and quiet of the com- 
inunity might be restored. I was constrained, contrary to my predeter- 
mination of never writing such a document, to issue the proclamation of 
which the inclosed is a copy. 

I leave this morning with the Conestoga to bring up oue or two iron- 
clad gunboats with this vessel and six mortar boats, and then proceed 
with all possible dispatch up the Cumberland River to Nashville, and, in 
conjunction with the army, make an attack on N aShville. The rebels 
have great terror of the gunboats, as will be seen in their papers. One 
of them a short distance above Fort Donelson had previously fired an 
tron-rolling mill belonging to the Hon. John Bell. 

I am, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. FOOTE, 
Flag-Officer, Commanding Naval Forces Western Waters. 


P. S.—I write in great hurry, as mail-boat is waiting. 
(Inclosure. ] 


PROCLAMATION. 


To the Inhabitants of Clarksville, Tenn. : 


At the suggestion of the Hon. Cave Johnson, Judge Wisdom, and 
the mayor of the city, who called upon me yesterday, after our hoisting 
the Union flag and taking possession of the forts, to ascertain my views 
and intentions towards the citizens and private property, I hereby 
announce to all peaceably-disposed persons that neither in their persons 
nor in their property shall they sutfer molestation by me or the naval 
force under my command, and that they may in Safety resume their 
business avocations with the assurance of my protection. 

At the same time I require that all military stores and army equip- 
ments shall be surrendered, no part ot them bein g withheld or destro, ed; 
and, further, that no secession flag or manifestation of secession feeling 
shall be exhibited; and for the faithful observance of these conditions I 
shall hold the authorities of the city responsible. 

| A. H. FOOTE, 


Flag-Officer, Commanding Naval Yorces Western Waters. 


U. S. Frac-StramMEeR CONESTOGA, 
Clarksville, Tenn., February 20, 1862, 





No. 2. 
Report of Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DistRIcT Wrst TENNESSEE, 
Fort Donelson, February 21, 1862. 
I am now in possession of Clarksville, but will move no force there 
except General Smith’s division until I hear trom General Halleck. 
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There is a considerable amount of army stores at Clarksville, particu- 
larly flour and bacon, which it will be necessary to move if the army is 
to fall back this way. I would suggest, however, that points above 
Forts Henry and Donelson would be more advantageous for us to occupy 
than where we are now—I would say about the railroad crossing on the 
two rivers. 

It is my impression that by following up our success Nashville would 
be an easy conquest; but I only throw this out as a suggestion, based 
simply upon information from people who have no sympathy with us. 
White flags are flying from here to Clarksville, and rumor says the same 
thing extends to Nashville. At Nashville I understand one party put 
the white flag on the State-house, but it was torn down by another 
party. 

{ wrote you some days ago to have forwarded blankets and overcoats 
to issue to troops who lost theirs on the field of battle. The men are 
suffering for them. Shoes and other clothing are beginning to be 
wanting to some extent. I am ready for any move the general com- 


manding may order. 
U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier- General. 





Brig. Gen. G. W. CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff, Department Missouri. 


FEBRUARY 23-25, 1862.—Evacuation of Nashville, Tenn., by the Confeder- 
ate forces and its occupation by the Union troops. 


REPORTS, ETC. 


No. 1.—Hon. Thomas A. Scott, Assistant Secretary of War. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. D. C. Buell, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the Ohio. 

No. 3.—Col. James Barnett, U. S. Army, of ordnance captured. 

No. 4.—General A. Sidney Johnston, C. 8. Army, commanding Western Department. 

No. 5.—Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, C. S. Army. 

No. 6.—Col. Nathan B. Forrest’s responses to interrogatories of Committee of Con- 
federate House of Representatives. 

No. 7.—Col. Leon Trousdale’s responses to interrogatories of Committee of Confed- 
erate House of Representatives, 

No. 8.—Memorandum of Col. W. W. Mackall, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 1. 
feport of Hon. Thomas A. Scott, Assistant Secretary of War. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., February 25, 1862. 


Nashville was taken possession of to-day. The mayor, accompanied 
by committee of citizens, met Gencral Buell this morning on the north 
bank of the Cumberland. Interview entirely satisfactory to all parties. 
One gunboat and twelve steamers at the wharf. Troops passing the 


river in good order. 
THOMAS A. SCOTT. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON. 
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Report of Brig. Gen. D. C. Buell, U. S. Army, commanding Department 
of the Ohio. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., February 26, 1862. 

I arrived opposite the city with Mitchel’s division, about 9,000 effect- 
ive, on the night of the 24th. The enemy’s cavalry were still in the 
city in small force. I did not intend to cross until I could do so in sufii- 
cient force to run no great hazard, but during the night General Nelson 
arrived with about 7,000 men, and landed before 1 was aware of it. I 
deemed it unadvisable to withdraw them, lest it should embolden the 
enemy and have a bad effect on the people, and so determined to cross 
with all the force at hand, and we are now crossing and taking a posi- 
tion some 4 or 5 miles out in the direction of Murfreesborough. The 
difficulty of crossing the river is very great. Notwithstanding we have 
steamers, the want of fuel for them is a most embarrassing matter. Our 
force is too small, and offers a strong inducement to the enemy, only 30 
miles distant, with some 30,000 nen, to assume the offensive; but I have 
deemed it necessary to run the risk. I have dispatched steamers to 
bring up the force at Clarksville, and our troops are moving on from 
Bowling Green as rapidly as possible, but it must be two or three days 
before we will be able to show much force. General Thomas’ division 
ought to be here by water by the 13th of March. The troops from 
Clarksville may be here to-night. McCook’s division will, I hope, be up 
to the river to-morrow, and will then have to cross. If the enemy 
advances, as is said to be his intention, we will probably meet him to- 
morrow. It is said here that the enemy has either evacuated Columbus 
or is doing so. There are no violent demonstrations of hostility, though 
the mass of the people appear to look upon us as invaders, but I have 
seen several strong indications of loyalty in individuals. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN. 





No. 3. 
Report of Col. James Barnett, U. S. Army, of ordnance captured. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, Tenn., December 5, 1862. 


GENERAL: Below is a report of the number and caliber of guns, 
- mounted and dismounted, at Nashville, which were captured from the 
enemy: 

No. 1, 24-pounder iron gun, mounted on bank of river near reservoir. 

No. 2, 32-pounder iron gun (Parrott), mounted on corner of reservoir. 

No. 3, 24-pounder iron gun (smooth bore), mounted on Lebanon pike. 

No. 4, 32-pounder iron gun (Parrott), mounted on end of Summer 
street. 

No. 5, 32-pounder iron gun (Parrott), mounted at General Palmer’s 
headquarters. 

No. 6, 24-pounder iron gun (smooth bore), mounted under Saint Cloud 
Hill. 
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Nos. 7 and 8, 24-pounder iron guns (smooth bore), mounted on Fort 
Negley. 

No. 9, 24-pounder iron gun (smooth bore), mounted at railroad tunnel. 

No. 10, 24-pounder iron gun (smooth bore), dismounted at Fort 
Negley. 

No. 11, 32-pounder howitzer (iron), mounted at old Lunatic Asylum. 

No. 12, 32-pounder iron Parrott, mounted on floating bridge. 

Dismounted at ordnance depot: one 100-pounder columbiad, two 
32-pounder rifled iron guns, five 24-pounder carronades, and twelve 
6-pounder iron guns, unserviceable, spiked; three 24-pounder iron 
smooth bores and one 18.pounder iron smooth bore, serviceable, and 
four 6-pounder iron guns, unserviceable. 

Of the guns at the ordnance depot there are but three 24-pounders 
and one 18-pounder iron smooth bores that are considered safe. 

Very respectfully, 7 

| JAMES BARNETT, 
Colonel, and Chief of Artillery Fourteenth Army Corps. 


Maj. Gen. W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Commanding Fourteenth Army Corps. 





No. 4. 


Report of General A. Sidney Johnston, C. S. Army, commanding Western 
Depariment. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 25, 1862. 


Sir: The fall of Fort Donelson compelled me to withdraw the remain- 
ing forces under my command from the north bank of the Cumberland 
and to abandon the defense of Nashville, which but for that disaster it 
was my intention to protect to the utmost. Not more than 11,000 effect- 
ive men were left under my command to oppose a column of General 
Buell’s of not less than 40,000 troops, moving by Bowling Green, while 
another superior force, under General Thomas, outflanked me to the 
east, and the army from Fort Donelson, with the gunboats and trans- 
ports, had it in their power to ascend the Cumberland, now swollen by 
recent flood, so as to intercept all communication with ‘the South. The 
situation left. me no alternative but to evacuate Nashville or sacrifice 
the army. By remaining the place would have been unnecessarily 
subjected to destruction, as it is very indefensible, and no adequate 
force would have been left to keep the enemy in check in Tennessee. 

Under these circumstances I moved the main body of my command 
to this place on the 17th and 18th instant, and left a brigade under 
General Floyd to bring on such stores and property as were at Nash- 
ville, with instructions to remain until the approach of the enemy, and © 
then torejoin me. This has been in a great measure effected; and nearly 
all the stores would have been saved but for the heavy and unusual 
rains, Which have washed away the bridges, swept.away portions of the 
railroad, and rendered transportation almostimpossible. General Floyd 
has arrived here. 

The rear guard left Nashville on the night of the 23d. Edgefield, on 
the north bank of the Cumberland, opposite the city, was occupied yes- 
terday by the advanced pickets of the enemy. 

I have remained here for the purpose of augmenting my forces and 
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securing the transportation of the public stores. By the junction of the 
command of General Crittenden and the fugitives from Fort Donelson, 
which have been reorganized as far as practicable, the force now under 
my command will amount to about 17,000 men. General Floyd, with a 
force of some 2,500 men, has been ordered to Chattanooga, to defend the 
approaches towards Northern Alabama and Géorgia and the communi- 
cation between the Mississippi and Atlantic and with the view to in- 
crease his forces by such troops as may be sent forward from the neigh- 
boring States. 

The quartermaster’s, commissary, and ordnance stores which are not 
required for immediate use have been ordered to Chattanooga, and those 
which will be necessary on the march have been forwarded to Hunts- 
ville and Decatur. I have ordered a depot to be established at Atlanta 
for the manufacture of supplies for the Quartermaster’s Department and 
also a laboratory for the manufacture of percussion caps and ordnance 
stores, and at Chattanooga depots for distribution of these supplies. 
The machinery will be immediately sent forward. 

Considering the peculiar topography of this State and the great power 
which the enemy’s means of transportation affords them upon the Ten- 
nessee and Cumberland, it will be seen that the force under my com- 
mand cannot successtully cover the whole line against the advance of 
the enemy. I am compelled to elect whether he shall be permitted to 
occupy Middle Tennessee, or turn Columbus, take Memphis, and open 
the valley of the Mississippi. To me the defense of the valley appears 
of paramount importance, and, consequently, I will move this corps of 
the army, of which I have assumed the immediate command, towards 
the left bank of the Tennessee, crossing the river near Decatur, in order 
to enable me to co-operate or unite with General Beauregard for the 
defense of Memphis and the Mississippi. 

The Department has sent eight regiments to Knoxville for the defense 
of East Tennessee, and the protection of that region will be confided to 
them and such additional forces as may be hereatter sent from the ad- 
jacent States. General Buckner was ordered by the Department to take 
command of the troops at Knoxville; but as he was at that time in 
presence of the enemy, the order was not fulfilled. As it would be 
almost impossible for me under present circumstances to superintend 
the operations at Knoxville and Chattanooga, I would respectfully sug-. 
gest that the local commanders at those points should receive orders. 
from the Department directly or be allowed to exercise their discretion. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. 8S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. 8S. Army. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. 





No. 5. 
feport of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, 0. 8. Army. 


KNOXVILLE, TENN., March 22, 1862. 
Sim: I have the honor to submit the following report in regard to the 
movements, disposition, and transportation of my command from the 
date of my arrival at Nashville urtil I reported to General A. S. John- 
ston, at Murfreesborough. 
I arrived at Nashville on a steamboat, together with a portion of the 
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command rescued from Fort Donelson, consisting of parts of the various 
regiments from Virginia, Texas, Arkansas, Kentucky, and Tennessee, 
at 7 o’clock on the morning of the 17th of February. Immediately cn 
coming within view of the landing at the city I beheld a sight which is 
worthy of notice. The rabble on the wharf were in possession of boats 
loaded with Government bacon, and were pitching it from these boats 
to the shore, and carrying what did not fall into the water by hand and 
carts away to various places in the city. The persons engaged in this 
reprehensible conduct avowed that the meat had been given to them 
by the citv council. As soon as practicable I reported to General 
Johnston for duty, and on the same day I was plaeed in command of the 
city, and immediately took steps to arrest the punic that pervaded all 
classes and to restore order and quiet. One regiment, the First Mis- 
sourl, Lieutenant-Colonel Rich, together with a portion of Colonel For- 
rest’s and Captain Morgan’s cavalry, were added to my command, and 
these were principally occupied in guarding public warehouses and the 
streets of the city. The only other force which I could use for the pur- 
poses above mentioned were the fragments of regiments that I had 
brought with me, and all of which were well-nigh totally exhausted 
from the exertions and fatigues to which they had been subjected on the 
13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th days of February. 

I immediately stopped the indiscriminate distribution of public stores 
by placing guards over them, and, having thus secured them from the 
grasp of the populace, I commenced the work of saving the stores that 
were in the city. Day and night the work was continued, being only 
temporarily stopped at times for the purpose of feeding the teams that 
were at work transporting articles of Government property from the 
wharves and store-houses to the railroad depot. My men worked inces- 
santly with commendable perseverance and energy under my immediate 
supervision. Owing to the exhausted condition of the men thus engaged, 
it became absolutely necessary to force the able-bodied men who were 
Strolling about the city unoccupied to assist in the labor before me. I 
was greatly assisted in this arduous duty by the energy of Colonel Whar- 
ton, whose brigade was principally engaged and who promptly executed 
the orders issued by me. I likewise would express my appreciation of 
the valuable services of Maj. J. Dawson, of General Hardee’s command, 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Kennard, and of Captains Derrick, Ellis, and 
Otey, of my staff. I finally succeeded in loading all the cars standing at 
the depot at about 4 o’clock on the evening of the 20th of February. 

During the interval between the morning of the 17th and the evening 
of the 20th of February trains were loaded and dispatched as fast as 
they arrived. Much more could have been saved had there been more 
system and regularity in the disposition of the transportation by rail. 
Several trains were occupied in carrying off sick and wounded soldiers. 
The weather was exceedingly inclement during the entire time occupied 
as above mentioned, and there was an excessively heavy rain on the 
19th of February. 

As the moment for destroying the bridges had been left to my dis- 
cretion up to a certain period, I allowed them to stand until a large 
amount of transportation, a large number of cattle, and some troops had 
been brought from the north side of the river. At 10 o’clock on the 
evening of the 19th the destruction of the suspension bridge was com- 
menced ; the wood work was burned and the cables on the south side 
were cut. At 3 o’clock on the morning of the 20th the railroad bridge 
was destroyed. I was greatly aided in this work by Lieutenant Crump 
and Lieutenant Forsberg, of the Engineers. 
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During the period embraced by this report Colonel Forrest and Cap- 
tain Morgan, with their cavalry, rendered signal and efficient service in 
dispersing the mobs which gathered in the vicinity of the warehouses 
coutaining Government property, and which often had to be scattered 
at the point of the saber. I had succeeded in collecting a large amount 
of stores of various kinds at the depot, but as I had no control of the 
transportation by rail, and hence obliged to await the action of others, 
much that would have been valuable to the Government was necessarily 
left at the depot. Among the articles saved were all the cannon, caisson, 
and battery wagons of which we had any knowledge. 

At 4 o’elock p. m. on the 20th Februaiy I started with my staff for 
Murfreesborough, which point I reached on the morning of the 21st, 
where I reported to General Johnston in person. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| JOHN B. FLOYD, | 
Brigadier- General. 
H. P. BREWSTER, 
Assistunt Adjutant- General. 





No. 6. 


Col. Nathan LD. Forrest’s responses to interrogatories of Committee of Con- 
Jederate House of Representatives. 


Interrogatory Ist. I was not at the city of Nashville at the time of its 
surrender, but was there at the time the enemy made their entrance into 
that part of the city known as Edgefield, having leit ort Donelson, with 
my command, on the morning of its surrender, and reached Nashville on 
Tuesday, February 18, about 10 a.m. I remained in the city up to the 
Sunday evening following. 

Interrogatory 2d. Lt would be impossible to state, from the data be- 
fore me, the value of the stores either in the Quartermaster’s or Com- 
missary Departments, having no papers then nor any previous knowl- 
edge of the stores. The stores in the Quartermaster’s Department con- 
sisted of all stores necessary to the department—clothing especially, in 
large amounts, shoes, harness, &c., with considerable uumanufactured 
material. The commissary stores were meat, flour, sugar, molasses, and 
cofiee. There was a very large amount of meat in store and on the land- 
ing at my arrival, though large amounts had already been carried away 
by citizens. 

Interrogatory 3d. A portion of these stores had been removed before 
the surrender. A considerable amount of meat on the landing, I was 
informed, was thrown into the river on Sunday before my arrival and 
carried off by the citizens. The doors of the commissary depot were 
thrown open, and the citizens in dense crowds were packing and haul- 
ing off the balance at the time of my arrival on Tuesday. The quarter- 
master’s stores were also open, and the citizens were invited to come 
and help themselves, which they did in larger crowds, if possible, than 
at the othcr department. 

Interrogatories 4th and 5th. On Tuesday morning I was ordered by 
General lloyd to take command of the city, and attempted to drive the 
mob from the doors of the departments, which mob was composed of 
straggling soldiers and citizens of all grades. The mob had taken pos- 
session of the city to that extent that every species of property was un- 
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safe. Houses were closed, carriages and wagons were concealed to pre- 
vent the mob from taking possession of them. Houses were being seized 
everywhere. I had to call out my cavalry, and, after every other means 
failed, charge the mob before I could get it so dispersed as to get wagons 
to the doors of the departments to load up the stores for transportation. 
After the mob was partially dispersed and quiet restored a number of 
— citizens furnished wagons and assisted in loading them. 1 was busily 
engaged in this work on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. I transported 
700 hundred large boxes of clothing to the Nashville and Chattanooga 
Railroad depot, several hundred bales of osnaburgs and other military 
goods from the Quartermaster’s Department, most, if not all, of the 
shoes having been seized by the mob. I removed about 700 or 800 wagon 
loads of meat. The high water having destroyed the bridges so as to 
Stop the transportation over the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, I 
had large amounts of this meat taken over the Tennessee ‘and Alabama 
Railroad. By examination on Sunday morning I found a large amount 
of fixed ammunition in the shape of cartridges ‘and ammunition for light 
artillery in the magazine, which, with the assistance of General Hard- 
ing, I conveyed over 7 miles on the Tennessee and Alabama Railroad in 
wagons, to the amount of 30 odd wagon loads, after the enemy had 
reached the river. A portion was sent on to Murfreesborough in wag- 

ons. The quartermaster’s stores which had not already fallen into the 
hands of tne mob were all removed, save a lot of rope, loose shoes, and 
a large number of tents. The mob had already possessed themselves of 
a large amount of these stores. A large quantity of meat was left in 
store and on the river bank and some at the Nashville and Chattanooga 
Railroad depot, on account of the break in the railroad. I cannot esti- 
mate the amount, as several store-houses had not been opened up to the 
time of my leaving. All stores left fell into the hands of the enemy, 
except forty pieces of light artillery, which were burned and spiked by 
order of General Floyd, as were the guns at Fort Zollicoffer. My proposi- 

tion to remove these stores, made by telegraph to Murfreesborough, had 
the sanction of General A. S. Johnston. 

Interrogatory 6th. No effort was made, save by the mob, who were 
endeavoring to possess themselves of these stores, to prevent their re- 
moval, and a very large amount was taken off before I was placed in 
command of the city. 

Interrogatory ‘th. It was eight days from the time the quartermaster 
left the city before the arrival of the enemy, commissaries and other per- 
sons connected with these departments leaving at the sametime. With 
proper diligence on their part I have no doubt all the public stores 
might have been transported to places of safety. 

Interrogatory 8th. Up to Saturday the railroads were open and might 
have been used to transport these stores. Saturday the bridges of the 
Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad gave way. Besides these modes 
of conveyance, a large number of wagons might have been obtained, had 
the quiet and order of the city been maintained, and large additional 
amounts of stores might by these means have been transported to places 
of safety. 

Interrogatories 9th and 10th. I saw no officer connected with the 
Quartermaster’s or Commissary Departments except Mr. Patton, who 
left on Friday. I did not at any time meet or hear of Maj. V. K. Steven- 
son in the city during my stay there. 

Interrogatories 11th, 12th, and 13th. From my personal knowledge 
I can say nothing of the manner in which Major Stevenson left the city. 
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Common rumor and many reliable citizens informed ime that Major Ste- 
venson left by a special train Sunday evening, February 16, taking per- 
Sonal baggage, furniture, carriage, and carriage-horses, the train ordered 
by himself, as president of the railroad. 

Interrogatory 14th. All the means of transportation were actually 
necessary for the transportation of Government stores and sick and 
wounded soldiers, many of whom fell into the hands of the enemy for | 
want of it, and might have been saved by the proper use of the means 
at hand. The necessity for these means of transportation for stores 
will be seen by the above answers which I have given. I have been 
compelled to be as brief as possible in making the above answers, my 
whole time being engaged, as we seem to be upon the eve of another 
great battle. The city was in a much worse condition than I can con. 
vey an idea of on paper, and the loss of public stores must be estimated 
by millions of dollars. The panic was entirely useless and not at all 
justified by the circumstances General Harding and the mayor of the 
city, with Mr. Williams, deserve special mention for assistance rendered 
im removing the public property. In my judgment, if the quartermaster 
and commissary had remained at their post and worked diligently with 
the means at their command, the Government Stores might all have been 
Saved between the time of the fall of Fort Donelson and the arrival of 
the enemy at Nashville. 

Respectfully submitted. 

: N. B. FORREST, 
Colonel, Commanding Forrest’s Brigade of Cavalry. 





No. 7. 


Col. Leon Trousdale’s responses to interrogatories of Committee of Con- 
federate House of Representatives. 


RICHMOND, VA., March 11, 1862. 


Str: Herewith I hand you my answers to the interrogatories pro- 
pounded to me by the committee and transmitted to me by you. 


Very respectfully, LEON TROUSDALE 


To the CLERK of the Special Committee on the Recent Military Disas- 
ters of Forts Henry and Donelson. 


Answer to interrogatory 1st. I am a resident of Nashville, and my 
occupation is that of editor and publisher of a public journal. 

2d. I left the city of Nashville about 9 o’clock on the morning of Feb- 
ruary 23, just one week after the surrender of Fort Donelson, 

dd. General A. Sidney Johnston arrived at Nashville and took quar- 
ters in the village of Kidgefield, on the opposite bank of the Cumber- 
land River, a few days before the fall of Donelson; the precise date I 
do not recollect. His forces were left in the rear, and did not reach 
Nashville until Sunday, February 16, when they passed through the 
city and marched in the direction of Murfreesborough. I understand 
that the last brigade passed through the city on Monday. General 
Floyd’s brigade afterwards arrived from Donelson, . 

4th. The advance of General Buell’s forces arrived at Iidgefield, op- 
posite Nashville, on Sunday morning, February 23. 7 
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5th. The first report of General Buell’s expected advance was pro- 
mulgated in the city on Sunday morning, February 16, accompanied 
by intelligence of the surrender of our forces at Donelson and the an- 
nouncement that General Johnston had determined not to make a stand 
for the defense of Nashville, which was verified during the day by the 
movement of masses of Confederate troops through the city in a south- 
easterly direction, on the Murfreesborough turnpike. The proximity 
ot Buell’s forces, as reported, however, was discredited during the day. 
As before stated, the enemy’s advance did not reach the Cumberland 
at Nashville until the 23d. | 

6th. The citizens of Nashville were startled and confounded by the 
intelligence, and by the announcement, said to have been made as the 
opinion of General Johnston, that the gunboats would probably arrive 
in six hours, accompanied, as it was, by his expressed determination 
not to make a stand for the defense of the city. Large numbers of cit- 
izens had been drilling in companies and squads for several days, with 
the design of aiding the Confederate forces in making such defense as 
might be resolved on by the general commanding. They could now do 
nothing but fly from their homes or submit to the Federal despotism— 
virtual prisoners within the lines of the enemy, unable to write, speak, 
or act in any manner not in accordance with the will of their despotic 
enemies. Thousands chose the former alternative, however hard, and 
lett their beautiful city, “ fugitives, without a crime.” 

7th. I know nothing of the strength of General Buell’s army, now at 
Nashville, but I have heard it estimated, by persons from that vicinity, 
at 15,000 men. 

8th. I do not think that Nashville could have been successfully de- 
fended after the surrender of Forts Henry and Donelson, in the incom- 
plete state of the fortifications near the city, and with the rear and 
flank of General Johnston’s forces exposed, in consequence of the enemy 
having command of the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers. But I 
believe that those great disasters might have been prevented by energy 
and promp{ness; and, having occurred, that the enemy might have 
been checked in his advance by a proper demonstration. | 

No troops ever fought with more gallantry and endurance than the 
Confederate forces at Donelson, and I have been led to believe that 
moderate re-enforcements in season would have secured for them the 
fruits of their valor and patient sacrifices. An early attention to the 
fortifications on the Tennessee and Cumberland and greater enterprise 
in planning and perfecting them, I am satisfied, would have insured a 
different result. 

9th. I learned from officers who were with the rear guard of our army 
at Bowling Green that large amounts of pork and some unopened boxes 
of Enfield rifles and Colt’s navy pistols were left at that point, In conse- 
quence of the enemy shelling the town before they could be removed; 
but they were burned or otherwise destroyed, as best they could be, by 
General Hardee. Less than $1,000,000, I was informed, would be the 
loss of stores at Nashville. General Floyd and Colonel Forrest exhib- 
ited extraordinary energy and efiiciency in getting off Government 
stores at that point. Colonel Forrest remained in the city about twenty- 
four hours, with only 40 men, after the arrival of the enemy at ldgefield. 
These officers were assisted by the voluntary efforts of several patri- 
otic citizens of Nashville, who rendered them great assistance. Along 
these I remember Messrs. John Williams, J. J. McCann, H. L. Claitorne, 
and R. C. McNairy. 
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| No. 8. 
Memorandum of Col. W. W. Mackall, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON: 
GENERAL: I heard you give the order to General Floyd to take com- 
mand of the city of Nashville. You said: 


I give you command of the city. You will remove the stores. My only restriction 
is, do not fight a battle in the city. 


W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


FEBRUARY 26, 1862.—Scout to Nashville, Tenn. 
Report of Capt. John H. Morgan, Kentucky Cavalry. 


BUCHANAN, TENN., February 27, 1862. 


S1r: I have the honor to report that on yesterday, the 26th instant, 
left camp with 12 men for Nashville. About 300 yards this side of last 
toll-gate towards town [ left this pike and crossed through Mr. Trabine’s 
farm to the Lebanon pike. Left one man near pike to bring us intelli- 
gence of the enemy if any should come along the pike. We then fol- 
lowed the Lebanon pike until we reached the city. When inside the 
city limits found the pike covered with water, it having been backed up 
by the great rise in the river. Just at that point met a farmer, who 
said he was a Union man. Pressed him in and made him guide us over 
the backwater. He took us for Federals, as he afterwards told me. We 
proceeded into the city on Front street as far as the water-works, and 
there saw a steamboat—the Minna Tonka. She laid about 300 yards. 
out in the vast field which covered the whole valley. She was chained 
fore and aft to trees. She laid not over 500 yards above the gunboats. 
and their large fleet of transports. Could see the soldiers distinctly sit- 
ting upon the boats, and they were fullof them. Young Buckner, War- 
field, and Garrett took possession of a skiff and made oars of a piece of 
plank fence; boarded the steamboat ; found several men on board who. 
seemed preparing to get up steam to drop down the stream to the gun- 
boats ; made the crew leave in a boat, and set fire in several places to 
the steamer, and reached the shore in safety. The troops in the trans- 
ports could see what we were doing. My orders were to fire the boat, 
and then cut her loose and Jet her drop down stream and set the other 
boats on fire, but this I found impossible to do, on account of the steamer 
being so securely moored with chain cables. At least 2,000 citizens gath- 
ered around us while we were waiting for the boys to get back from the 
steamer. They begged us to leave; told us the Federal cavalry were 
scouring the city; that a large party of cavalry had just passed through 
the street we were on. Sent all my men but 5 out the pike, with direc- 
tion to halt at the cemetery. Remained with the 5 men about thirty 
minutes, until I saw a large body of cavalry going out Murfreesborough 
pike at a rapid rate; then started after my command. When we were 
half way through the water that was upon the pike a large body of Fed- 
erals rode after us until they reached the water, when they halted, much 
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to my satisfaction. We then retraced our steps back to this pike; 
reached our man who was standing picket just before sundown. About 
shree minutes before we reached him he said seven officers—and one of 
them a general—had passed through and stopped at the gate where he 
was standing, not 20 yards distant. He was in aclump of cedars. When 
we reached him the officers were not over 700 yards distant. Kept our 
position about an hour. A Mr. James came out and informed us that 
there were men encamped at the toll-gate that had refused him a permit 
to leave the city, but he walked along with them as they came out, and 
as they were going into camp he passed along. He had just left when 
another man rode up. I halted him. He asked me if I was one of our 
pickets. I replied, if he meant Federals, we were. He said that was 
what he meant. Ithen asked him for his pass. Me pulled out one from 
General Mitchel, allowing him to pass and repass the lines. He did not 
want me to keep it, but I told him it might be forgery, and that I wished 
to take it in and see if it was all right. He has been professing to be a 
Southern-rights [man]; he is a Lincolnite. Lieutenant West and my- 
self then rode up to the toll-gate. I asked the man who lived there who 
were those officers who had just passed through. Said he did not know, 
but that they were looking out for a place to camp. While talking heard 
a body of cavalry approaching. We fell back to the place where our 
men were. I waited afew minutes. The night being very dark, could 
not see more than 50 yards ahead of us. While sitting listening I heard 
the clink of sabers about 60 yards from us. They had left the pike and 
were riding on the dirt alongside of the pike to keep their horses from 
making a noise. We were close to the fence behind cedar trees. They 
rode up within 50 feet of us and stopped about five minutes. I dis- 
mounted and took a shot-gun and started for the fence, where I could 
easily have killed two or three of them. Just as I was raising to put my 
gun through the fence they called to each other to fire, which they did 
and then ran for the city. We returned the fire. Ore of my men (Peter 
Atherton) wasseverely wounded, being shot through the thigh. Reached 
camp at 12 o’clock last night. 
Respectfully, 
JOHN H. MORGAN, 
Commanding Squadron. 


Brig. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE. 


[Inclosure.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 24 [1862]—1 a. m. 


Captain MORGAN: 

General Hardee has information that 200 or 300 Federal cavalry crossed 
over into Nashville this evening on a steamboat. General Hardee deems 
it important that the steamboat should be burnt, and wishes you to have 
it done if it can be done. 


Respectfully, W. D. PICKETT 
° e 3 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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MARCH 1, 1862.—Engagement at Pittsburg, Tenn. 
REPORTS, ETC. 


No. 1.—Report of Brig. Gen. George W. Cullum, U. 8. Army. 
No. 2.—Congratulatory order of Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, C. 8. Army. 


No. 1. 
Report of Brig. Gen. George W. Cullum, U. S. Army. 


CatRo, ILL., March 3, 1862. 


Am guite sick, but at office. Made demonstration yesterday after- 
noon. Too foggy tosee much. Will try it again to-morrow in force. 
Saturday gunboats Tyler and Lexington attacked rebel battery of six 
guns, supported by two regiments of infantry and one of cavalry, at 
Pittsburg, on Tennessee River. Under cover of the grape and shell of 
gunboats, some sailors, and two companies of Illinois sharpshooters 
landed and destroyed house where battery had been placed. The enemy 
being re-enforced, our men returned to gunboats. Loss, 2 killed, 3 


missing, and 6 wounded. Enemy’s much greater. 
| G. W. CULLUM, 
Brigadier-General. 


Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo. 





No. 2. 
Congratulatory order of Brig. Gen. Danéel Ruggles, C. 8S. Army. 


GENBRAL ORDERS, } Hpagrs. First Diy. C. 8. TROOPS, 
No. 7. { SECOND GRAND Diy. ARMy MIss. VALLEY, 
Corinth, Miss., March 8, 1862. 
2 5 * * * * * 

Il. The brigadier-general commanding the First Corps of the Second 
Grand Division of the Army of the Mississippi Valley has been requested 
by General G. T. Beauregard, commanding the forces, to express to 
Colonel [A.] Mouton, and his Eighteenth Regiment Louisiana Volunteers, 
his “thanks for their brilliant success on their first encounter with the 
enemy at Pittsburg, Tenn., on the 28th ultimo [1st instant ?], and the 
hope that it is only the forerunner of still more gallant deeds on the 
part of the regiment.” To this testimonial the brigadier-general com- 
manding adds his grateful acknowlecgments to Colonel Mouton and his 
regiment for zeal and gallantry in the performance of a signal service. 

* * * * 4 * * 


By command of Brigadier-General Ruggles: 
Rk. M. HOOE, 


Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General 
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MARCH 2-3, 1862.—Columbus, Ky., evacuated by the Confederate and 
occupied by the Union forces. | 


RHPORTS. 


No. 1.—Flag-Officer Andrew H. Foote, U. 8. Navy. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. George W. Cullum, U.S. Army. 
No. 3.—Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. 8S. Army. 


No. 1. 
Report of Flag-Officer Andrew H. Foote, U. S. Navy. 


CoLuMBUS, Ky., March 4, 1862. 


S1r: Columbus is in our possession. My armed reconnaissance on 
the 2d instant caused a hasty evacuation, the rebels leaving quite a num- 
ber of guns and carriages, ammunition, and a large quantity of shot and 
shell, a considerable number of anchors, and the remnant of chain lately 
stretched across the river, with a large number of torpedoes. Most of 
the huts, tents, and quarters destroyed. The works are of very great 
strength, consisting of formidable tiers of batteries on the water side 
and on the Jand side, surrounded by a ditch and abatis. | 

General Sherman, with Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, not knowing 
that the works were last evening occupied by 400 of the Second [linois 
Cavalry as a scouting party, sent by General Sherman from Paducah, 
made a bold dash to the shore under the water batteries, hoisting the 
American flag on the summit of the bluff, greeted by the hearty cheers 
of our brave tars and soldiers. The force consisted of six gunboats, 
tour mortar boats, and three transports, having on board two regiments 
and two battalions of infantry, under command of Colonel Buford and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Northrop, Majors Sanger and Andrews. Generals 
Cullum and Sherman, being in command of the troops—the former 
leaving a sick bed to go ashore—discovered what was evidently a maga- 
zine on fire at both extremities, and immediately ordered the train to be 
cut, and thus saved the lives of the garrison. 

While I cannot express too strongly my admiration of the gallantry 
and wise counsels of the distinguished chief of staff and engineer of 
General Halleck (General Cullum), I must also add that Commanders 
Dove, Walke, Stembel, and Lieutenant-Commanders Paulding, Thomp- 
son, Shirk, and Phelps—the latter being in command of the mortar 
division, assisted by Lieutenant Lyford, of the Ordnance Corps of the 
U.S. Army—nobly performed their duty. 

I have my flag aboard the Cincinnati, commanded by the gallant 
Commander Stembel. 

General Sherman remains temporarily in command at Columbus. 

A. H. FOOTE, 

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, E lag- Officer. 

Secretary of the Navy. 





No. 2. 
Report of Brig. Gen. George W. Cullum, U. 8. Army. 


CoLuMBUS, Ky., March 4, 1862. 


Columbus, the Gibraltar of the West, is ours, and Kentucky is free; 
thanks to the brilliant strategy of the campaign, by which the enemy’s 
center was pierced at Forts Henry and Donelson, his wings isolated from 
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each other and turned, compelling thus the evacuation of his strongholds 
of Bowling Green first and now Columbus. 

At 4 o’clock this morning the flotilla, under Flag-Officer Foote, con- 
sisting of six gunboats, commanded by Captains Dove, Walke, Stem- 
bel, Paulding, Thompson, and Shirk, and four mortar boats, in charge 
of Captain Phelps, U.S. Navy, assisted by Lieutenant Lyford, Ordnance 
Corps, U. 8. Army, and three transports conveying Colonel Buford’s 
Twenty-seventh Mlinois Regiment and battalions of the Fifty-fourth 
and Seventy-tirst Ohio and Fifty-fifth Illinois, commanded by Majors 
«Andrews and Sanger, the whole brigade being under Brigadier-General 
Sherman, who rendered me most valuable and efficient assistance. 

On arriving at Columbus it was difficult to say whether the fortitica- 
tions were occupied by our own cavalry on a scout from Paducah or by the 
enemy. LKvery preparation was made for opening fire and landing the 
infantry, when General Sherman and Captain Phelps, with 30 soldiers, 
made a dashing reconnaissance with a tug, steaming directly under the 
water batteries. Satisfied that our troops had possession, they landed, 
ascended to the summit of the bluff, and together planted the Stars and 
Stripes amid the heartiest cheers of our brave tars and soldiers. Though 
rising from a sick bed to go upon the expedition, I could not resist land- 
ing to examine the works, which are of immense strength, consisting of 
tiers upon tiers of batteries on the river front, and a strong parapet and 
ditch, covered by a thick abatis, on the land side. The fortifications ap- 
pear to have been evacuated hastily, considerable quantity of ordnance 
and ordnance stores, a number of anchors, and the remnant of the chain 
which was once stretched over the river, and a large supply of torpedoes 
remaining. Desolation was visib‘e everywhere; huts, tents, barracks 
presented nothing but their blackened remains. Though the town was 
spared, I discovered what appeared a large magazine smoking from both 
extremities, and caused the train to be immediately cut. A garrison 
was left in the work of nearly 2,000 infantry and 400 cavalry, which I 
will strengthen immediately. 

I urged upon Flag-Officer Foote the importance of immediately at- 
tacking the batteries of [sland No. 10 and New Madrid, but that gallant 
commodore, after consulting with his brave officers, was of the opinion 
that two or three days of repairs to the gunboats was indispensable. 

G. W. CULLUM, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, U. 8S. Army, Chief of Staff. 


Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo. 





No. 3. 
fteports of Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. S. Army. 


COLUMBUS, Ky., March 2, 1862. © 


The work is done. Columbus gone. Self and staff move in half an 
hour. Everything secured. 
L. POLK. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War. 


Hpgrs. First GRAND Div., ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Humboldt, Tenn., March 18, 1862. 
On the day of the evacuation of Columbus I telegraphed General 
Beauregard it was accomplished, and I avail myself of the first leisure 
I ave had to submit my official report. 
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Upon receipt of instructions from the War Department, through Gen- 
eral Beauregard, to evacuate Columbus and select a defensive positiou 
below, I proceeded to arrange and organize a plan for the accomplish- 
ment of that object, and to execute it with as much celerity as the safety 
a my command and the security of the public property at risk would 
allow. 

The position below offering most advantages for defensive, works, and 
which it was agreed to adopt, was that embracing Island No. 10, the 
main-land in Madrid Bend, on the Tennessee shore, and New Madrid. » 
At the two latter places works had been thrown up during the last 
autumn, and measures were already in progress for increasing their 
strength by the construction of heavy batteries. 

On February 25 I issued orders for the removal of the sick as a pre- 
paratory step. Orders were also issued by me for the removal of the 
commissary and quartermaster’s stores; then the ordnance stores of 
every description, and then the heavy guns. These orders were exe- — 
cuted promptly and in the most satisfactory manner. 

To Brigadier-General McCown was assigned the command of the 
river defenses at the position chosen. His division was ordered thither 
on the 27th. <A sufiicient number of guns having been placed in bat- 
tery to make that position secure, all the rest of the troops, excepting 
the cavalry, moved on the 1st, General Stewart’s brigade going by 
steamer to New Madrid, the remainder marching by land to Union City 
under General Cheatham. 

I remained with my staff and the cavalry to supervise the comple- 
tion of the work until the following day. The last shipment of articles 
of special value being made, the quarters and other buildings erected 
by our troops were consigned to the flames by the cavalry, and at 3 p. 
m. myself and staff followed our retiring column. 

The enemy’s cavalry, the first of his forces to arrive after the evacu- 
ation, reached Columbus in the afternoon next day, twenty-four hours 
after the last of our troops had left. 

In five days we removed the accumulation of six months, taking with 
us all our commissary and quartermaster’s stores, an amount sufficient 
to supply my whole command for eight months; all our powder and 
other ammunition and ordnance stores, excepting a few shot and gun- 
carriages, and every heavy gun in the fort. Two 32-pounders, in a re- 
mote outwork, were the only valuable guns left, and these, with three 
or four small and indifferent carronades, similarly situated, were spiked 
and rendered useless. 

The whole number of pieces of artillery composing our armament was 
one hundred and torty. . 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Col. THOMAS JORDAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Jackson, Tenn. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, AND RETURNS RELATING TO 
OPERATIONS IN’ KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE, NORTHERN 
ALABAMA, AND SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA FROM NOVEM- 
BER 19, 1861, TO MARCH 4, 1862. 


UNION CORRESPONDENCH, ETC. 


GENERAL aaa HpqQRs. DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 1. Saint Louis, November 19, 1861. 


I. In compliance with General Orders, No. 97, Headquarters of the 
Army, Washington, November 9, 1861, the undersigned hereby takes 
the command of the Department of the Missouri, including the States 
of Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Ilinois, Arkansas, and that 
portion of Kentucky west of the Cumberland River. | 

II. All reports and returns required by Army Regulations will be 
made to the headquarters in the city of Saint Louis. 

: H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





LOUISVILLE, Ky., November 19, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding Division, Crab Orchard, iKy.: 

Sir: General Buell directs me to say that the orders he has given 
you in reference to the movement of your command* contemplate the 
whole of it, and it will, in consequence, not be necessary to continue 
the depot from which you are now supplied. You will come upon a line 
of which Louisville and not Cincinnati will be the main depot. 

The general desires to be informed in due season of the time at which 
you will probably arrive at Liberty, as he intends to have further in- 
structions ready to reach you when you get to that point. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 





HEADQUARTERS EAST TENNESSEE BRIGADE, 
Camp Calvert, November 19, 1861. 


brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THomas, U.S. A., 
Commanding, &c., Crab Orchard: 

GENERAL: I have just received information that the rebels, 5,000 
strong, were last night at Flat Lick, 8 miles above Barboursville and 
32 miles from this place. The messenger left Barboursville this morn- 
ing. AsI can make no stand at this place without artillery with my 
force, which consists of only some 2,000 effective men, I shall, on obtain- 
ing certain information of the enemy’s approach, if possible move in 
the direction of Somerset. 

From our very limited means of transportation I shall probably have 
to destroy nearly the whole of our rations, as I shall not be able to move 
more than our Gamp equipage. 


* See Thomas to Carter, Series I, Vol. 1V, p. 361. 
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Were I sure of your being still at Crab Orchard I should of course 
fall back on Rock Castle, notwithstanding the almost impassable state 
of the roads; but as I have been told you had left the Crab Orchard, I 
must take your advice and retire to Somerset. 

I need not say, general, how much I regret the necessity of this move, 
but I can see no help for it, as this place, without artillery and with so 
small a force, is altogether indefensible. I have sent out to press all the 
wagons that can be obtained; but as most of them were taken by Gen- 
eral Schoepf’s troops, I fear I-can obtain but few, if any. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. CARTER, 


Acting Brigadier- General, Commanding. 





CINCINNATI, OHIO, November 20, 1861. 

Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 

Sir: Will you allow me to suggest the consideration of a great move- 
ment by land and water up the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers ? 

Ist. Would it not allow of water transportation half way to Nashville? 

2d. Would it not necessitate the evacuation of Columbus by threat- 
ening their railway communication? 

3d. Would it not necessitate the retreat of General Buckner by threat- 
ening his railway lines ? 

4th. Is it not the most passable route into Tennessee ? 


Yours, respectfully, &c., 
CHAS. WHITTLESEY, 
Colonel, and Chief of Engineer Department. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Crab Orchard, November 20, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. 8. P. CARTER, 
Commanding Camp Calvert: 

GENERAL: Your dispatch [of 19th instant] has just been received. 
My orders are to move towards Columbia, and therefore am unable to 
render you any assistance. You must exercise your best judgment as 
to the best route to retreat, should your information prove correct con- 
cerning the approach of the enemy; but from all the information I have 
I should think the road to Richmond the best and easiest to defend. I 
will immediately dispatch to General Buell. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Vols., Commanding. 





CAMP CALVERT, EAST TENNESSEE, 
| November 20, 1861. 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding, &e., Crab Orchard: 
GENERAL: The news I received and forwarded you last evening 
seemed to be reliable, and I accordingly forwarded it to you; but from 
intelligence reveived to-day through scouts sent to Barboursville I learn 
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that the rebel force was much exaggerated, as by their statement no 
more than one regiment was at Flat Lick, and that returned towards 
the Ford yesterday. 

I had made all the preparation in my power to save as many of the 
public stores as possible, having determined in case of absolute neces- 
sity to destroy the rest, and then deal with the rebels as I could. 

If the quartermaster can send me more wagons and teams, so as to 
fill up the number we are entitled to, it will add not only to our conven- 
ience, but efficiency, as well as be no small saving to the Government. 

Recruits are arriving almost every day from East Tennessee. We 
have no arms to put into their hands. The Union men coming to us 
represent the people in East Tennessee as waiting with the utmost. 
anxiety the arrival of the Federal forces. They are all ready to join 
them and do their part towards the deliverance of their native land. 
Union camps are already forming in some of the counties, and unless 
help soon reaches them, as they have but little ammunition, they will 
be scattered or destroyed. 

Will you please send me some rifle powder. I am greatly in want of 
stationery. ‘ | 

With the hope of soon seeing you here, respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

S. P. CARTER, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





COLUMBIA, Ky., November 20, 1861. 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS: 

I am here with my regiment safe in camp. The danger at this place 
is not now threatenmg. The enemy has again fallen back to Monroe 
County. Zollicoffer’s forces, under General Lee, have been moving 
across the mountain towards Jamestown, Tenn., or Camp McGinnis. I 
have not, however, been able to hear anything from them since thev 
passed through Huntsville, in Scott County. We sent some five of Col- 
onel Wolford’s men through Clinton to scout, but they have not yet had 
time to get in. 

If you can get all your forces here with General Boyle’s and General 
Ward’s, you van make a movement upon Buckner’s flank and success- 
fully turn him. I do not doubt that a forward movement from here 
would make him retreat from Kentucky precipitately. He is not near 
so strong as represented. His forces do not exceed 20,000, and a move- 
ment upon his flank before he is re-enforced by General Lee would-run 
him from Kentucky. The movements he is making I am persuaded are 
to cover his weakness and hold in check a forward movement until he 
can be re-enforced. Such I am now convinced is the cause of all these 
threatening movements upon Clinton, Wayne, Cumberland, Barren, &c. 
It is but the trick of a desperate gamester. 

I hope to see you soon at this place, and would not bein the least sur- 
prised if your movement in this direction does not cause a hasty retreat 
from Kentucky anyhow; especially if they take up the idea that it is a 
flank movement, as Buckner will be apt to do.* 


Respectfully, 
THO. E. BRAMLETTEH, 
Colonel First Regiment Infantry, Kentucky Volunteers. 


* Some matters of dctail omitted. 


442 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND 8. W.VA. [CHar. XVIL 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT SOUTHEAST MISSOURI, 
Cairo, November 21, 1861. 
Capt. J. C. KELTON, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


General Orders, No. 1, of the 19th instant, Department of the Mis- 
souri, is just received. During the temporary absence of headquarters 
from Saint Louis I made a report to Major-General McClellan, and was 
directed by him to make a full report of all my command, how located, 
their wants, &c. This has been done, but no requisitions forwarded. 

My command embraces the posts of Cape Girardeau and Bird’s Point, 
Mo., Fort Holt, Ky., and Cairo and Mound City, lll. For strength of each 
command see tri-monthly report, which will be forwarded in a day or two. 

Paducah and Smithland compose a separate district. Since the affair 
of Belmont, on the 7th instant, quite a number of Northern men have 
made their escape from the South, not a few of them soldiers. From this 
source I have got what I believe a reliabie statement of the strength of 
the enemy; the position of his batteries; number of his troops, &c. 

There are now at Columbus forty-seven regiments of infantry and 
cavalry, two companies of light artillery, and over one hundred pieces 
of heavy ordnance. All the statements I have received corroborate 
each other. In addition to these there are at Camp Beauregard, cn the 
road about half way between Maytield and Union City, some 8,000 more, 
of all arms, under command of Major Bowen, of Camp Jackson noto:iety. 
The position of the camp may have been changed since I| last heard from 
them, but the force is exclusive of those enumerated above. 

The enemy are working night and day upon their fortifications, and 
the greatest consternation has prevailed for the last ten days lest 
Columbus should be attacked. Finding that they are let alone, they 
may be induced to act on the offensive if more troops are not sent here 
soon. A gunboat reached Columbus the night of the 19th instant, and 
another is expected within a few days. 

The condition of this command is bad in every particular except dis- 
cipline. In this latter I think they will compare favorably with almost 
any volunteers. There is great deficiency in transportation. I have no 
ambulances. The clothing received has been almost universally of an 
inferior quality and deficient in quantity. The arms in the hands of the © 
men are mostly the old flint lock repaired, the “'Tower” musket, and 
others of still more inferior quality. 

My cavalry force are none of them properly armed—the best being 
deficient in sword-belts and having the old pattern carbines. Eight 
companies are entirely without arms of any description. 

The Quartermaster’s Department has been carried on here with so 
little funds that Government credit has become exhausted. I would 
urgently recommend that relief in this particular be afforded at as early 
a day as practicable. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Brigadwer-General. 


P. S.—The facts relating to arms, clothing, Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment, &c., have been frequently reported and requisitions made. 





| STANFORD, Ky., November 21, 1861. 
Capt. J. B. Fry, A. A. G. and Chief of Staff, 
Hadqrs. Dept. of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky.: 
Sir: Your communication of the 19th has just been received. The 
roads being in such bad condition I am compelled to move by Danville 


Cuar. XVIL] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 443 


and Lebanon to get to Columbia. It is not possible at this season of 
the year to go by Liberty. I have therefore concluded to halt at this 
place for the general’s instructions; in the mean time measures have 
been taken to remove all troops from London, and I am in hopes they 
will be able to start next Saturday, and reach here on Wednesday, the 
7th. The roads between Crab Orchard and London are in wretched 
condition, and the animals very much reduced. 

There are a large number of sick at Crab Orchard, which will make 
it necessary for Colonel Coburn to remain there with his regiment for 
two weeks or more. | 

Captain Gillem can give the general any information he may desire 
in reterence to the condition of the troops and means of transportation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General, U. S. Volunteers. 


P. S.—I have with me the Seventeenth and Thirty-eighth Ohio Regi- 
ments; with General Schoepf, near Lebanon, the two batteries of artil- 
lery, the Fourteenth Ohio, and the Second Regiment Kentucky Volun- 
teers. Bramlette’s and Wolford’s regiments are at Columbia. 

GEO. H. THOMAS. 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., November 22, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN: 

My DEAR FRIEND: The Kentucky regiments are being consoli- 
dated, some forty or fifty fragments worked into about twenty-two full 
regiments, and mustered into service as rapidly as possible, and I shall 
expect soon to get them somewhat in hand. They are now scattered 
all over the State for the convenience of recruiting. As near as I can 
ascertain, some 10,000 stands of arms will be required to complete their 
armament. Two of the Ohio regiments from Camp Dennison have 
arrived. The Sher has been diverted by our officious Governor to Gal- 
lipolis, where its colonel is telegraphing mysteriously to unauthorized 
persons for cavalry for his “‘expedition to J.” The Governor evidently 
looks upon all Ohio troops as his army. He requires, | am told, morning 
reports from them, and their quartermasters to forward their returns to 
him. J shall stop all this sort of thing. But everything here has been 
done in the most extraordinary manner. Every colonel and brigadier- 
general has his personal establishment or army. I learned this morn- 
ing that a company of cavalry, got up by the Governor of Indiana as a 
body guard to General McCook, had passed through the city without 
reporting, and reported to its general. It is unnecessary to add that I 
ordered it forthwith to repair to another place. Then General Mitchel 
had his body guard, which I have been obliged to interfere with. Fol- 
lowing out the idea, the brigade commanders have their cavalry and 
their batteries, which they tell the division commander he has nothing 
to do with. I mention these little items to show you what sort of organi- 
zation and subordination has existed in these remote parts. 

And now to come to strategy: Without abandoning any line, I am con- 
centrating somewhat for the purpose of organization and outfit. Iam 
studying the country and our enemy, and I believe I am wasting no 
time. I shall be prepared to do anything you think best after you hear 
what I propose to do, and I shall do nothing that you are not willing 
to assent to. I do not expect to be tardy, but I do not mean tq be 
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disturbed by unreasonable newspaper clamor, and I expect that your 
confidence in me will not be shaken by that abuse either. I have by 
no means abandoned the idea which you put forward prominently; on 
the contrary, lam studying it carefully and preparing for it, for I find 
some attraction in it; but neither have I determined on it absolutely, 
unless I am to understand that the Adjutant-General’s letter absolutely 
requires it. If it does, I shall execute it carefully and with all my 
might. Governor Johnson is here. I have talked freely with him, and 
I think thus far satisfied him. I believe I shall do so entirely as far 
as purposes are concerned; but whether the execution will realize all 
our hopes is a matter for the future to dispose of. For my own part I 
do not fear to try; neither do I wish to appear overconfident. 

The route we had in our eye wins upon me the more I investigate it. 
JI am pretty nearly assured that it has decided advantages over the old 
one. Ido not mention names, for I have an enormous respect for secrecy 
in military operations, and therefore it is, and also because I want to 
speak to you freely, that I like that you should allow me to write infor- 
mally, rather than through official channels, for there is no secret in the 
Adjutant-General’s Office. | 

Sherman still insists that I require 200,000 men. Iam quite content 
to try with a good many less; but I do not want to abate in the end 
what you yourself thought desirable, if not necessary. It will be impor- 
tant that Halleck shall strike at the same time that I do, and I think 
you will agree that his blow should await my preparation. 

As for our enemy, I do not find it difficult to ascertain pretty nearly 
what he is and what he is doing—at least within a certain limit. First, 
he is fortifying pretty strongly at Bowling Green, and he has some 
weak batteries on the Cumberland and Tennessee. Second, he can con- 
centrate at Bowling Green in three or four hours some 20,000 or 25,000 
men. As for his attacking, though I do not intend to be unprepared 
for him, yet I should almost as soon expect to see the Army of the Poto- 
mac marching up the road. 

This is rather a prolix letter for a man who has not much time for 
light reading, but it has the same advantage—you can put it aside 
without much loss of your hearing of it. 

Cannot you get me on the track of the Fort Randall companies? 
Please do not let the Departments put off my calls. 

If you have any unoccupied brigadiers—not my seniors (?)—send six 
or eight, even though they should be no better than marked poles. 


Sincerely, yours, 
D. C. BUELL. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, November 22, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. C. F. SMITH, 
Commanding, de. at Paducah, Ky.: 

It is reported that General Hardee, with 8,000 men, is about to cross 
the Ohio between the Wabash and Cumberland, to destroy the Ohio and 
Mississippi and the Illinois Central Railroad. Others say that he is to 
be re-enforced by General Polk and attack Paducah. Keep me advised 
of the enemy’s movements. 

| H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 
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LOUISVILLE, November 22, 1861—8.15 p. m 
(Received November 23, 1861—8.30 a. m.) 
General GEORGE H. THoMAS, Danville: 
If the regiments at London have not started to move by tne time you 
can communicate with them, order them to remain at London. 
By command of General Buell: 
JAMES B. FRY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 





HEADQUARTERS EAST TENNESSEE BRIGADE, 
Camp Calvert, November 22, 1861. (Received Nov. 23, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, Ocmmaniiny, de: ° 

GENERAL: Your dispatch of 20th [21st?] instant from Stanford, 
ordering me to break up the camp at London and join you with my com- 
mand, has just been received. 

I shall endeavor, if I can obtain means of transportation, to start the 
sick and hospital stores forward in the morning, and hope to follow with 
the rest of my command just as soon as I can press or hire wagons to 
move the subsistence stores and ammunition now at this place. 

Although this brigade has a great dread of the Blue-grass country, 
and are most desirous of driving “the rebels from Hast Tennessee in the 
quickest possible time, I trust there will be no difficulty in moving them 
to any point where there is a prospect of meeting our common enemy. 

Owing to the condition of the roads over Rockcastle Hills it is possi- 
ble that I may, in case Iobtain a favorable account of the Somerset road, 
proceed to join you with those fit for service via that place. Should I 
do so, I will advise you by special messenger. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| S. P. CARTER, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





LOUISVILLE, November 23, 1861. 


General MCCLELLAN, Washington : 

I have a report not yet confirmed that Zollicoffer, 6,000 strong, has 
crossed the Cumberland at Gainesborough, probably on his way to Bowl- 
ing Green; also a rumor of the same sort that about the same number 
have left Bowling Green going north. Neither is improbable. 

The burned bridges are being repaired with my consent. iI havea 
letter from the Adjutant-General. Have you seen cause to curtail my 
discretion? Will write to-night. 

D. C. BUELL. 





HEADQUARTERS U. 8S. FORCES, 
Paducah, Ky., November 23, 1861. 
To the ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Hdqrs. Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Str: I have just answered General Halleck’s telegram* in relation to 
Hardee’s supposed purpose of crossing the Ohio between the Wabash 
and the Cumberland. I have said: 

My last information was that 2,000 men, with three field guns, were at Princeton, 


running off hogs—plundering general] y. Ihave sent the gunboat Conestoga to gain 
information and watch the Ohio. 


*Of November 22, p. 444, 
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One of the three points of attack to be made simultaneously on this 
place, it has always been understood, is to be by the Tennessee or Cum- 
berland, or both. The idea has military. merit. What renders it prob- 
able (whenever the attack is to come off) is that the enemy is construct- 
ing one or more gunboats far up the Cumberland, and at Sandy Creek, 
up the Tennessee, some 8 miles beyond the State line, he has been con- 
verting river steamers (two or three) into iron-plated gunboats, to be 
heavily armed. This river side is my weak point. 

The inhabitants in the counties east of the Cumberland and border- 
ing on the river are much alarmed, and send messages that a force is 
coming, &c.; but heretofore it has been marauding parties merely, and 
latterly the increase of force is, [ think, more to sweep the country of 
provisions without risk than from any idea of crossing the river. They 
want the means of transportation to do so. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
©. F. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





DANVILLE, Ky., November 23, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. S. P. CARTER, 
Commanding East Tennessee Brigade: 

GENERAL: The inclosed dispatch* has just been received. The gen- 
eral commanding directs me to say that the order to break up camp was 
based upon orders received from department headquarters. 

By order of Brig. Gen. G. H. Thomas: 

GEO. E. FLYNT, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 





HEADQUARTERS EAST TENNESSEE BRIGADE, 
, Camp Calvert, November 24, 1861. 
(Received November 27, 13861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding, &e., Danville, Ky. : 

GENERAL: On the 21st instant I sent out upwards of 600 men, with 
orders to take the old State road and proceed as far as Flat Lick (8 
miles this side of Cumberland Ford), and endeavor to gain some certain 
information as to the force and position of the rebels, and if possible to 
cut off their cavalry, which I had been informed were in the habit of 
coming down on thieving expeditions to the vicinity of Barboursville. 

The detachment returned this evening, having marched from Barbours- 
ville since morning. Lieutenant-Colonel Spears, the officer in command, 
reports that none of the rebels were at Cumberland Ford, nor have they 
been below that point for some days. From the best information he 
could obtain from the citizens there is but a small number of troops 
at Cumberland Gap, the larger portion of them having moved down 
Powell’s Valley in the direction of Jamestown. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Spears represents that subsistence in large quan- 
tities can be obtained in Knox County, and that a very small force could 
occupy @ position at or near the Cumberland Ford, and hold it against 
a greatly superior force. 


*Sce Fry to Thomas, November 22, p. 445. 
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We have arrivals every day from East Tennessee. The condition of 
affairs there is sad beyond deseription, and if the loyal people who love 
and cling to the Government are not soon relieved they will be lost. 

I have sent forward nearly all the sick and a part of the commissary 
stores to Crab Orchard, and will leave with the rest of the command as 
I can obtain means of transportation for our stores. I have had the 
whole country scoured for wagons, but have not yet been able to obtain 
a sufficient number. 

Respectfully, your obedient Servant, 
: S. P. CARTER, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Hors. OF THE ARMY, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 

oe Washington, D. C., November 25, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio: 


GENERAL: Your telegram received.* I have not seen the letter you 
allude to from the Adjutant-General.t I instructed him to write to you 
that I was still firmly impressed with the great necessity of making the 
movement on Kastern Tennessee with the least possible delay. Hight: 
regiments have been ordered to report to you from Western Virginia, 
three from Ohio, and whatever was available from Indiana. I hope to 
place at your disposal early next week two divisions from Missouri, as 
well as other troops from Illinois. I do not credit the statement that 
Buckner is in very large force, and I am still convinced that political 
and strategical considerations render a prompt movement in force on 
Eastern Tennessee imperative. The object to be gained is to cut the 
communication between the Mississippi Valley and Eastern Virginia ; 
to protect our Union friends in Tennessee, and re-establish the Govern- 
ment of the Union in the eastern portion of that State. Of course Louis- 
ville must be defended, but I think you will be able to do that while 
you move into Eastern Tennessee. If there are causes which render this 
course impossible, we must submit to the necessity; but I still feel sure 
that a movement on Knoxville is absolutely necessary, if it is possible 
to effect it. Please write to me very fully. 

Very truly, yours, 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 





_CaLHouUN, November 25, 1861. 
General BUELL: 


I wrote you this morning { that a rebel force, said to be commanded 
by Breckinridge, estimated trom 4,000 to 6,600, reached Rochester yes- 
terday morning. Since writing, an agent, reliable, is in from Hopkins- 
ville, says all are talking there of a concerted move on-Lock No. 1, on 
Green River. I have ordered Jones’ regiment here. Can’t you have 
Steele’s, now at Evansville, ordered to Lock No.1? T have written to 
Colonel Steele, suggesting the propriety of the movement. The forces | 
at Hopkinsville are estimated at 8,000. 

T. L. CRITTENDEN. 


* November 23. t Probably that of November 16. See Series I, Vol. IV, p. 358. 
t Letter not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS EAST TENNESSEE BRIGADE, 
Camp Calvert, November 25, 1861. 
| (Received November 29, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THomas, U. S. A., 
Commanding, de., Danville, Ky.: 


GENERAL: Yours of the 23d instant, inclosing orders from depart- 
ment headquarters for me to remain at London, has been received. 

The sick of First and Second East Tennessee Regiments have been 
sent on and will probably reach Crab Orchard to-day. As there are 
good hospital accommodations there, I have directed that they be kept 
at that place for the present. Ihave sent to recall the commissary stores 
which had been forwarded. 

The order to remain was received with general satisfaction. 

The rebel force at Cumberland Gap is, from the best information I 
can obtain, so small, that I think we will meet with but little opposition 
in case it is determined to advance by that pass. 

Our desires are to get to East Tennessee as soon as possible, in order 
that our loyal friends there may be relieved. Many of them have been 
lying out in the woods to escape their enemies, but as the season 
advances they will be driven to their houses, and be forced into the 
rebel ranks or carried to prison. Let us up and help them now, when 
it will require so little to accomplish this desirable and necessary end. 

Will you have the kindness to send the paymaster forward? We 
have been looking for him for some days, and need funds very much. 
Do not let him delay a single day. , 

he greatest part of our lost men have returned. We need arms; if 
it be possible, send them to us. 

Iam, general, respectfully and truly, yours, 
: S. P. CARTER, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, November 26, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. OC. F. Surru, 
Commanding at Paducah, Ky.: 


GENERAL: The protection of the line of the Ohio between the mouths 
of the Wabash and Tennessee against any of Hardee’s rebel force 
attempting to cross the river into Illinois to operate upon the rear of 
Cairo, to isolate you at Paducah or to obtain subsistence from that State, 
it seems to me will be better secured by concentrating your forces at 
Paducah, with your bridge-head on the Illinois side of the Ohio held 
by a strong guard, than by any dispersion of them in posts at Shawnee- 
town, Cave in Rock, and Golconda, as has been strongly urged by the 
Governor of Illinois. The river, of course, should be carefully watched 
by the flotilla, and in the event of any attempted crossing, not probable 
by anything but marauding parties, you have it always in your power 
to disperse them or cut off their retreat by a suitable force crossing the 
river at Paducah and falling upon their flank or rear. ; 

Against any apprehended danger from rebel gunboats descending the 
Tennessee or Cumberland your main reliance will be the activity of your 
flotilla and your own guns in position at Paducah. Of course you will 
keep yourself well informed of any projected descent of the enemy. 

To break up marauding of the rebels in the country east of the Ten- 
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nessee, if may be well for you to secure the right bank of the river with 
strong cavalry scouts. Persons from that part of the country say that 
hogs are being collected together to be driven off to the rebel army. 
Would it not be possible for you to capture some of these droves so 
collected ? 

You will report your opinion as to the proposed occupation of Shaw- 
neetown and Cavein Rock by the Illinois regiments (three) just mus- 
tered into service. 

The engineer officers under your command will be retained in service 
until further orders. The same rule will apply to Captain Neustaedter. 
It is understood that a board will soon be organized for the examination 
of all volunteer officers of the volunteer service—brigadier-generals 
included—so that incompetent officers may, if they do not resign, be 
discharged from the service. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding, 





SPECIAL racila Hpgrs. Dist. SOUTHEAST MISSOURI, 
No. —. Cairo, Ill., November 26, 1861. 


The commanding officer at Caledonia, I1., will in future prevent all 
crossing of citizens and all intercourse between the people of Kentucky 
and the Illinois shore. All persons known to be engaged in unlawful 
traffic between the two States will be at once arrested and sent before 
the provost-marshal in Cairo, with such proof as may be at hand. When- 
ever any property is known to be for the use of the Southern Army, the 
commanding officer may seize it, whether on the Illinois or Kentucky 
side of the river. Particular caution is enjoined, however, in making 
seizures, to see that no hardship is inflicted upon innocent people. The 
greatest vigilance will be observed to prevent contraband trade or inter- 
course between the two States. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





| DANVILLE, Ky., November 26, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. ALBIN SCHOEPF, Commanding, &c.: 

GENERAL: Break up your camp near Broomfield’s to-morrow and 
move on Lebanon, encamping with the Fourteenth Ohio, and await my 
arrival. Should you have time, please examine the country in the 
neighborhood, with a view to a large encampment. 


Respectfully, &c., 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


Orders issued same day for Colonel Barnes’ regiment, at Irvine, and 
Colonels Connell’s (Seventeenth Ohio) and Bradley’s (Thirty-eighth 
Ohio) to move to Lebanon. ] 





CALHOUN, November 26. 
General BUELL: 


No news of infantry moving from Hopkinsville. Three or feur hun- 
dred cavalry from there in Greenville yesterday. I don’t. think they 
29 R R—VOL VIL | | 
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mean to attempt the locks. I think I can protect them unless troops 
come from Bowling Green. 


T. L. CRITTENDEN. 


NOVEMBER 27, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL: 

GENERAL: What is the reason for concentration of troops at Louis- 
ville? I urge movement at once on Eastern Tennessee, unless it is 
impossible. No letter from you for several days. Reply. I still trust 
to your judgment, though urging my own views, 

| GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





LOUISVILLE, KyY., November 27, 1861. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, 
Commanding U. S. Army: 


My DEAR FRIEND: I have not written you very frequently beeause 
I could not write definitely, and because such, perhaps exaggerated, im- 
portance do I attach to secrecy in these matters, that I have hesitated 
to put my own thoughts to paper, and I now ask you to keep them to 
yourself. It is certainly possible that in the end you may have to ob- 
serve how far the consummation will have fallen short of my plans. 
~ IT hope you have not supposed that the introduction of the re-enforce- 
ments through this point has had any reference to a defense of Louis- 
ville. That has not entered my mind at all. I assume that to be safe 
in any event. I do not place high estimate on Buckner’s force at 
Bowling Green, and have no such thought as that he will attempt to 
advance. His position is purely defensive, and he will be quite content 
if he can maintain that. I have therefore thought of no such thing as 
fortifying Louisville. Sherman threw up a little work at the mouth of 
Salt River. It may have been judicious when he did it. I have not 
seen the necessity of it since, though it does no harm. 

If you will look carefully at the map you will see that Louisville 
affords the best base that can be taken for land operations from the 
north upon any part of Tennessee. The railroad to Lebanon curves 
around to the northeast: behind Salt River, giving, besides the Nash- 
ville Railroad, three good pike roads, which converge to a point of easy 
communication for three columns about Glasgow—one by the mouth of 
Salt River, coming into the railroad at Elizabethtown; one by Bards- 
town and New Haven, and coming into the direct pike road to Gallatin 
and Nashville; and one by Lebanon, Shepherdsville, and Greensburg 
into the same road; while Lebanon Junction, New Haven, and Lebanon 
form convenient points for the final departure of as many columns. 
Lebanon also affords a point of departure for a column on east Ten- 
nessee.as short as any route; for wagon transportation as short as the 
route from Cincinnati by Lexington, and shorter and less attended with 
delay ‘by railroad. Nothing could be more convenient. This point has 
the further advantage of bringing everything under my eye. I could 
know nothing of what would be done from a base at Cincinnati. These 
advantages will not fail to impress themselves upon you without going 
more into detail. 

And-now for a plan of campaign: Up to the organization of columns 
behind .Salt River all the plans I have in view at present concur. 
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Beyond that they diverge, and may be stated briefly and candidly thus: 
First, to establish a sufficient force before Bowling Green to hold Buck- 
ner there, while a column moves into East Tennessee by Somerset and 
the route we had in view; second, to hold him in check while a column 
moves rapidly past him on Nashville by the turnpike via Gallatin; and, 
third, holding him in check at Bowling Green and throwing in columns 
on both the Somerset and Nashville routes. The choice of these must 
depend on circumstances, which may vary in the inean time or which 
may not now be clearly perceived. In conjunction with either of these 
should be the movement of two flotilla columns up the Tennessee and 
Cumberland, so as at least to land and unite near the State line, and 
cut off communication between Bowling Green and Columbus, and per- 
haps run directly into Nashville. A strong demonstration should at 
the same time be made on Columbus by the Mississippi. The details 
of all this, such as the destruction of railroads, so as to cut off communi- 
cation, and a thousand other details, I do not go into, nor is it necessary. 
You can imagine them all. 

All this I hope you will at least say looks plausible; more than that, 
I hope it is reasonable and believe it is practicable, though I would not 
like you to forget that circumstances not fully foreseen may mar it in 
part. For the water movements means are necessary which I have not 
the control of; that is, gunboats and transports. The troops which you 
' promise from Missouri could be used for the purpose, and ought to move 
at my signal. I should take the troops from Paducah for one of them, 
and replace them by those which probably would not be as well disci- 
plined and equipped. 

Thus far I have studiously avoided any movements which to the 
enemy would have the appearance of activity or method. The points 
occupied are pretty much the same as when I arrived, except that a 
regiment has now and then been moved into position and Thomas has 
gradually been closing in upon Lebanon. I shall in a couple of days 
at most complete the matter of organizing brigades and divisions as 
the troops come in, and begin to get them into ‘position. We are now 
“lying around somewhat loose,” and I shall not care much if some of 
our fragments have to look sharply after themselves. We are at the 
mouth of Salt River, Elizabethtown, Nolin, Columbia, Campbellsville, 
at the points on the Lebanon Railroad, Somerset, London, Crab Or- 
chard, and Dick Robinson, and on the Lower Green River. The latter 
force is composed mostly of Kentucky regiments, half organized. I 
shall probably keep them to make a demonstration on Russellville and 
Hopkinsville at the proper time. We have occasional stampedes at the 
outposts, but Ido not allow myself to be much troubled about them. 
Such a one we have now on the Lower Green River, where Breckin- 
ridge is said to be advancing with 8,000 men. He may have 2,500 or 
3,000. Another at Somerset, where "Zollicoffer is said to be crossing 
with 10,000. He may have 4,000 or 5,000, and he may cross a regiment 
or two. 

As the troops come in they go into camp 5 miles from the city, under 
Mitchel, who is attentive and subordinate, and where they replenish 
their worn-out clothes and outfit and go to drilling. Nelson has been 
in camp a day, and, I am informed, has already got into difficulty with 
Mitchel; and, if I am rightly informed, has behaved very absurdly. <As 
he is a veteran, some allowance must be made for him. 

_ There are at Indianapolis seven regiments ready for service, but de- 
moralized by the proximity of friends and the want of discipline and 
instruction. I propose to form them into a reserve and camp of instruc- 
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tion at Bardstown, which is a convenient place in many respects. I 
can make no use of them in an advance. The Kentucky regiments are 
only partially organized, and can be but little used at present. 

If I were to go into my affairs I should have the appearance of com- 
plaining over difficulties. I am greatly in need of general and staff 
officers. My own staff force is entirely insufficient, but I have no means 
of augmenting it with advantage. As for myself, I should pay myself a 
very high compliment if I hoped to come up to the expectations which 
you first formed. I am afraid I shall have to ask a little patience. 


Very truly, yours, D. C. BUELT 
. Co. de 





CoLuMBIA, Ky., November 27, 1861—2.30 a. m. 
(Received November 29, 1861.) 
General THOMAS: 


Since writing to you last evening Mr. B. L. Van Winkle has just come 
in with dispatches from Colonel Hoskins, who says that two regiments 
of infantry and one of cavalry are preparing and perhaps crossing on @ 
raft at Mill Springs, 12 miles below him, on the Cumberland. 

I cannot give full credit to the crossing, but it may be true. I still 
think they are only preparing to steal what they can in the way of pro- 
visions and retire; but they ought to be and could be hemmed in and 
cut off from here with proper movement and sufficient force. It will 
not do for the forces here to leave the stores unprotected, for the reason 
that the rebel pickets have advanced to Edmonton, 20 miles from here, 
and threaten us with forces coming on. 

Although I do not believe they have the forces behind, yet it will not 
be prudent to weaken this point while the question is one of doubt. 

If you will throw forward two or three regiments, with one or two bat- — 
teries, and give me authority, | can leave enough to protect this place 
and take enough to knock these scoundrels on the head and stop this 
eternal annoyance by the raids of these hog-stealers. They are taking 
mules, hogs, &c., as they go, and, unless driven out and crushed, will 
desolate the counties of Wayne, Clinton, and Cumberland. 

Were there sufficient forces to protect the stores here and let me have 
what could move from here now, I could get in behind these marauders 
and cut them entirely off. They report Zollicoffer’s forces just behind, 
but that I think is all humbug. | 

Lieutenant Nell is sick, and I have no one to work his artillery in his 
absence. Can’t the Ohio batteries be hurried up ? 

There are ample forces from Lebanon and on this way for all the pres- 
ent needs if they were up this far. 

Respecttully, 
THO. E. BRAMLETTE, 
Colonel First Regiment Infantry, Kentucky Volunteers. 





LOUISVILLE, November 27, 1861. 
General THOMAS, Lebanon: 

Send General Schoepf, with one section of artillery, Wolford’s cav- 
alry, and the nearest regiment ot infantry rapidly to Somerset to relieve 
Hoskins, who is threatened by Zollicoffer. Vary the force if later infor- 
mation makes advisable. Be at all times ready to advance. | 

D. C. BUELL. 
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Camp HOSKINS, PULASKI County, Ky., 
November 27, 1861. (Received November 28, 1861.) 


Lrigadier-General THOMAS, 
Headquarters, Danville, Ky.: 

GENERAL: I have received no reliable news from the rebel forces 
across the river for twenty-four hours. On last evening they came (some 
20 in number) across the river opposite ourencampment, but a prepara- 
tion to level the howitzer at them dispersed them immediately. 

About the same time my picket guard at the river at Mill Springs, 12 
miles below this point, at which their cavalry are encamped, had a skir- 
mish, in which 4 of the rebels were killed in eight shots from our Colt’s 
rifles at a distance of 300 yards; and strange to say, although they fired 
some hundred shots at our party, they escaped unhurt. I have had all 
the boats on the river for several miles below and above this point sunk, 
and as they have but two boats of small capacity at Mill Springs, should 
they attempt to cross at that point I shall meet and amuse them befvré 
they get over a force sufficient to cut us off. 

I am now inclined to the belief that their force is strong, whether Zol- 
licoffer be with them or not. Some five negroes (fugitives) from Monti- 
cello, Wayne County, report that a strong lorce is now at and this side 
Monticello, and as all communication between this and that side the 
river has been cut off for two days by the main road, I am inclined to 
the belief that it is true. 

All my buck and ball cartridges are now distributed, and I send up 
the wagon for a supply, which you will oblige us by forwarding as expe- 
ditiously as possible. 

I shall send a scout to the opposite side of the river, with orders to | 
preceed as far as Monticello, if possible; and on hisreturn I hope to be 
enabled to give you reliable intormation of their numbers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. A HOSKINS, 
Colonel, Commanding Fourth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers. 





CAMP HOSKINS, PULASKI County, Ky., 
November 2%, 1861. (Received November 29, 1861.) 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Headquarters, Lebanon, Ky.: 


GENERAL: Can you not send us Captain Hewett’s battery? If wehad 
him here with his battery I feel confident we could maintain our position 
at this place. 

With a battery we could drive them from their position at Mill Springs, 
as there is a position on this side the river opposite their encampment 
which commands it at a range of one-half mile, and as the ground slopes 
from that elevation to the water’s edge with a precipitous bluff on the 
south side of the river, it is impossible to reach them without artillery. 
At the same time we are shelling them from that position we could 
leave a section of the battery at this place to prevent their effecting a 
crossing at this point should they attempt it, as they in all probability 
would do if they have the force which they are represented to have. 

I am anxious to hold our position, believing as I do that it is due the 
country from the noble stand which they have taken in favor of the 
Union, and once they have possessed this point there is no point of ad- 
vantage for us to impede their march north until we reach the north 
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side of the Kentucky River, and I find their strength increasing by acces- 
sion of those who, while we held possession of the counties below this, 
professed to be good Union men. 

Our pickets had a skirmish on last evening with theirs at Mill Springs, 
in which 4 of their’s were killed with the Colt’s rifles in eight shots at a 
distance of 300 yards, and although they fired some hundred shots at 
our pickets they came off unharmed. 

I now have out a strong picket guard to prevent a surprise, and hope | 
on to-morrow to be able to lead some of their party into an ambuscade. 
I have sunk all the boats for several miles along the river with the ex- 
ception of two small ones (capable of ferrying 40 men at time); and, as I 
kept a picket within view of them all the time, should they attempt to 
cross their whole force, I shall endeavor to be upon them before they 
can get a force over sufficient to overcome us. 

If it is possible for you to send the battery, please do so as soon as 
possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| W. A. HOSKINS, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS EAST TENNESSEE BRIGADE, 
Camp Calvert, November 27, 1861. 
(Received November 29, 1861.) 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THomaAs, U.S. A, 
Commanding, &c., Danville: 

GENERAL: I wrote you this morning rather despairingly.* Iam glad 
to say that the feeling in camp seems better this evening. 

Yours of the 25th instant has been received. So much of its contents 
as I can make known will have a good effect on officers and men. 

In case it shall be necessary to move this force to any point west of 
this, I would ask that we be permitted to go via Somerset, as all the 
men and many of the officers have an almost unconquerable aversion 
to Rockeastle Hills and the whole Crab Orchard road. 

I shall hope that the movement into East Tennessee will be direct 
and speedy, and that: you are to be in command. The force at Cumber- 
land Gap is stated to be between 1,500 and 2,000. 

News received from Anderson County, East Tennessee, this morning 
has it that Zollicoffer has gone towards Jamestown, Kast Tennessee. 

I shall make every effort to be ready to move as soon as orders are 
received. I have before advised you that our means of transportation 
are very limited. Six wagons (for which a requisition was made some 
time ago) are still wanting for Second Regiment. 

The paymaster’s appearance here will have a good effect. I hope he 
will be hurried on; and as Treasury notes will not answer to send to 
Tennessee, the soldiers should be paid in gold, in order that they may 
remit to their families. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. CARTER, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


*Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT SOUTHEAST MISSOURI, 
Cairo, November 28, 1861. 


Capt. J. C. KELTON, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


I would respectfully report for the consideration of the general com. 
manding the department that on Monday last one of the two gunboats 
for service at this place was sent to meet two of the new ones then said 
to be ready to start for Cairo. None of this fleet have yet arrived. 

As reported by me, the rebels have one gunboat at Columbus, and 
are now expecting a fleet of them from New Orleans, under command 
of Captain Hollins. The arrival of this fleet without the floating means 
here of competing with them will serve materially to restore the confi- 
dence and feeling of security of the enemy, now, from best accounts, 
much shaken. 

I have been much dissatisfied with the progress making upon the gun- 
boats being built at Mound City, and have expressed the fear that the 
detention upon those being built at Carondelet would prevent their 
being brought out this winter. In view of the fact that the Mississippi 
River is usually very low in the month of December, I would resp¢ct- 
fully recommend that all the gunboats at Carondelet be brought here 
as soon as practicable and as light. One point I would ask for infor- 
mation on. Many men, representing themselves as Northern men, who 
happened to be South at the commencement of our present difficulties 
and forced to enter their service, are deserting and pass our lines on 
their way North. Some enlist in our service, but the majority make 
their way North. Many of them are without the means of paying their 
passage, and I would ask in such cases if I am authorized to give them 
tree passage to their homes. I am satisfied that in every case that has 
come under my own observation the desertion has been for the purpose 
of escape, and not to get within our lines for the purpose of gaining 


information. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 





LOUISVILLE, November 28, 1861. 
General THomMAS, Washington: 
I have one regular and nine volunteer pneteries: My artillery in- 
spector represents all the volunteer batteries to be in bad condition 
for service. Seven have been for some time in service; the others are 
entirely uninstructed. No other batteries are being tormed. There 
should be not less than twenty batteries with this command as now 


composed. 
D. C. BUELL. 





LEBANON, November 28, 1861. 
General BUELL: 


Express from Colonel Bramlette at 2 o’clock this morning. He says 
the enemy is now in Wayne County, advancing towards the river; some 
at Monticello and others at Mill Springs; ten regiments strong; one 
piece of artillery. His scouts have just gotten in from Clinton; they 
were within 200 yards of the enemy’s camp last night; examined well; 
saw and talked with friends on the road, and reported the facts to him. 
Will you order the movement of any of the troops here? 

| J. T. BOYLE., 
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HEADQUARTERS EAST TENNESSEE BRIGADE, 
Camp Calvert, November 28, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THomas, U. BS. A., 
Commanding, &c., Danville: 


GENERAL: I have directed the quartermasters of different regiments 
as well as brigade commanders to endeavor to learn how many wagons © 
they can gather in a day’s notice. Some 25 to 30 will be needed, in ad- 
dition to those of the baggage train, to transport the stores and ammu- 
nition in case we have to move. | 

This morning I received a dispatch from Colonel Hoskins, stating that 
he was threatened with an attack by the rebels, whose forces were esti- 
mated at frum 3,000 to 10,000, and asking me for assistance; but as my 
orders are to remain at London, I cannot without authority from head- 
quarters go to his aid. 

I have been informed to-day, by a reliable citizen of Knox County, 
Kentucky, that seccssionists in that county have gone South and left 
from 8,000 to 12,009 bushels of corn standiug in their fields—all within 
from 1 to 7 miles from Barboursville—and 3,000 to 5,000 bushels of wheat. 
The owners of above property have taken active and open part against - 
the United States Government. There are also numbers of horses, cat- 
tle, and hogs. In case our force moves through Knox County, could not 
the above be used for subsistence of men? In Manchester, Clay County, 
I am also advised there are 100 barrels of flour, which were ground for 
the rebels and are ready to be hauled off by them. 

I hear that nearly the whole rebel force in East Tennessee has moved 
to Jamestown, Fentress County, except Rains’ and Churchwell’s regi- 
ments and some 200 cavalry, which are left at Cumberland Gap. The 
last news is confirmed by prisoners who have within a few days made 
their escape from the Gap. 

The passes in the mountains south of Williamsburg are at this time 
unoccupied by rebel troops, although they have temporarily closed the 
roads by rolling rocks and felling timber in them, and it seems to me 
that through one of those passes we might enter East Tennessee with- 
out encountering any opposition. 

I have not yet heard anything of the paymaster. Tis presence here 
will do much good in more ways than one, as pay is actually needed by 
both officers aid men. Ishall be greatly obliged if you will order him up 
at once, for the men begin to think that they are never to receive any pay. 

The arms asked for some time since have not arrived, and, as recruits 
are coming in daily, they are greatly needed. I would renew my request 
that in case it should become necessary to move my force toany point 
West I be permitted to go via Somerset. __ 

If the Sharp’s rifles which were in the hands of the cavalry are 
turned in I hope they will be forwarded to us, with a supply of ammu- 
nition, as they were originally intended for the East Tennesseeans. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. CARTER, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





; Camp Hoskins, November 28, 1861—10 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Headquarters, Lebanon, Ky. : 


GENERAL: My scouts have just returned from Clinton County, and 
report that the rebels (10,000) are certainly advancing. They report a 
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transportation train of 140 wagons, but give no account of any artillery. 
They say that Zollicoffer is with them, which I think probable, as they 
have not had that number of troops anywhere below this. 
lf you could send me Hewett’s battery to this place, and send in below 
their crossing at Greasy Creek about six regiments, among the number 
Wolford’s, we might be able to overcome them; at all events we would 
like to have a force sufficient to make show of resistance at this point. 
Please let me know by bearer whether we can hope forapy assistance 
from above, and, if so, what amount, and how soon they will probably 
be up. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WwW. A. HOSKINS, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 





Camp JERRY BOYLE, November 28, 1861. 
(Received November 29, 1861.) 
General THOMAS: 


GENERAL: There is no doubt that Zollicoffer, with 8,000 men, is in 
Clinton and Wayne, the advance being close [to] the Cumberland River. 
They will cross the river in a short time and take Somerset, and go on 
to Danville or Crab Orchard, if not prevented. They are at this time 
constructing boats to cross the riveron. There’s no doubt but that the 
enemy are advancing from Bowling Green; they are at this time, with 
strong pickets, in 20 miles ‘of this place. The enemy can be whipped at 
Cumberland River if a force is immediately sent there. Excuse me for 
urging sufficient force being sent forward to whip them at once. 

FRANK WOLFORD. 





WASHINGTON, November 29, 1861. 
General BUELL: 


Your letter received. I fully approve of your course and agree in 


your views. 
McCLELLAN. 





WASHINGTON, Monday night [November 29, 1861]. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville: | 


My DEAR BUELL: Your welcome letter of the 27th [of November 
1861] rvached me this evening. 1 have just telegraphed you, expressing 
my satisfaction at its contents. I now feel sure that I have a “lieuten- 
ant” in whom I can fully rely. Your views are right. You have seized 
the true strategic base, and from Lebanon can move where you will. 
Keep up the hearts of the Tennesseeans. Make them feel that, far from 
any intention of deserting them, all will be done to sustain them. Be 
sure to maintain their ardor, for it will avail you much in the future. 
I am not, as a general rule, at all disposed to scatter troops. I believe 
in attacks by concentrated masses, but it seems to me, with the little 
local knowledge I possess, that you might attempt two movements, one 
on Eastern Tennessee, say with 15,000 men, and a strong attack on 
Nashville, as you propose, with, say, 50,000 men. 

I think we owe it to our Union friends in Eastern Tennessee to pro- 
tect them at all hazards. First, secure that; then, if you possess the 
means, carry Nashville. 
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If I can ever get the account of the small-arms in our possession I can 
tell you what you may expect, but with the present Chief of Ordnance 
I scarcely hope for so simple a result. You can count on one thing, viz, 
that you shall have all I can give you. You have already been informed 
that twelve regiments have been ordered to you from West Virginia. 
I have also ordered thence to you one regular and one excellent volun- 
teer battery ; these, with the Randail companies, will give you five bat- 
teries equivalent to regulars. Give each of these captains three other 
batteries, and you will soon have your light artillery in good order. I 
am informed that large supplies of cavalry arms will arrive this week. 
Telegraph me what you need and I will try to supply you. Giveme by 
telegraph and letter the statement of your command by regiments and 
batteries as soon as possible. I have telegraphed to- day to Halleck for 
information as to his gunboats. You shall have a sufficient number of 
them to perform the operations you suggest. I will place C. F. Smith 
under your orders and replace his command by other troops. 

Inform me some little time before you are ready to move, so that we 
may move simultaneously. I have also other heavy blows to strike at 
the same time. I doubt whether all the movements can be arranged so 
that the grand blows shall be struck in less than a month or six weeks 
from the present time. 

Make the best use of your time in organizing and drilling your com- 
mand. Unless circumstances render it necessary, do not strike until 
I too am ready. Should I be delayed, | will not ask you to wait for me. 
I will at once take the necessary steps to carry out your views us to the 
rivers. 

In haste, truly, yours, 
. GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


LOUISVILLE, November 29, 1861. 
General THOMAS: 

I have a communication from General Boyle; he will speak to you on 
the subject. 

I don’t expect Zollicoffer to cross the Cumberland i in force, but he will 
try by demonstrations to drive us from Somerset, or even attack there 
if we are not watchful, and he will prepare the means of crossing, So as 
to threaten our flank if we advance. We will be organized to-day; in 
the mean time consider yourself in command of everything east of New 
Haven, but make noimportant move without referring to me, except to 
avert immediate danger. 

Send intrenching tools rapidly to Somerset. Direct General Schoepf 
to throw up as rapidly as possible a small closed work for four and six 
guns which will command the river up and down and the crossing. 
Captain Prime will go down in the morning to direct it; at the same time 
Schoepf must watch Zollicoffer, and not only guard against his cross- 
ing, but, if possible, prevent him from collecting the means of doing so. 

Send five companies of cavalry to Schoepf for scouts, if you think 
proper. Get your regiments in order as rapidly as possible and be 
always ready to move. I wish to avoid for the present anything like 
threatening demonstrations, and only be prepared for emergencies until 
we are ready to act. 

| D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Lebanon, November 29, 1861. 


Col. W. A. HOSKINS, 
Commanding Camp Hoskins, near Somerset, Ky.: 


COLONEL: In the absence of the commanding general I have opened 
your dispatch of the 28th instant. The general will be here to-day, 
when your communication will be laid before him. 

I will state, however, for your information that General Schoepf is 
moving towards your camp with nineteen companies of infantry and 
one battery of Ohio artillery, and will probably reach you as soon, or 
nearly so, as this communication. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. FLYNT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


COLUMBIA, Ky., November 29, 1861. 
(Received November 30, 1861.) 


General GEORGE H. THOMAS: 


I received a dispatch before day this morning from Burkesville that 
200 rebel cavalry were at the ferry on the south side of the river; a few 
of them crossed over and went to ‘Boles’, saw and arranged with him and 
his partners for the slaughter of hogs, ‘and returned. The courier in- 
formed me that the men who are acting for the rebels are killing and 
packing a large number of hogs at Burkesville, viz, J. B. Alexander, J. 
Rk. Ryan, James and Sam. Boles, and Robert Cross. 

I have no doubt but steamboats will be up in a few days and carry off 
the large amount of pork, wheat, &c., the rebels are gathering upon the 
river. All this could be prevented by a force being stationed at Burkes- 
ville with artillery to command the river. The rebels are now in pos- 
session of the river from Mill Springs down. I sent out scouts towards 
Glasgow; they went as far as Edmonton, and returned with a rebel 
flag, which the rebel cavalry had hoisted there the day before. I have 
a small number at POUNUls; opposite Rowena, seven, including James 
Ferguson. 

On yesterday sotmse 50 rebel cavalry appeared on the southern bank. - 
Ferguson and his squad fired upon them, and after about four rounds 
the “rebels fled, leaving one fine horse wounded in the hind leg, some 
blankets, &c., which our scouts secured. 

I sent Colonel Wolford to the aid of Colonel Hoskins with 500 cav- 
alry, embracing part of Colonel Haggard’s command. 

As I have before advised, the rebels are at Mill Springs, in force about 
8,000, but as yet have not crossed the river, and 1 do not believe will. 
L am ’ still unshaken in the conviction that their purpose is to seize all 
the wheat, corn, fat hogs, mules, &c., they can south of the river and 
return perhaps by steamboats or other craft ; perhaps fall back to their 
former camps in Tennessee. 

It would be an easy matter to hem them in were there sufficient forces 
to make the movement from here. Two days’ easy march would throw 
us in their rear, so that, with the river in front and around and we in 
their rear, no escape would be left. 

Respectfally, 
| THO. E. BRAMLETTE, 
Colonel First Regiment Infantry Kentucky Volunteers. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT SOUTHEAST MISSOURI, 
| Cairo, Lil., November 29, 1861. 
Capt. J. C. KELTON, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


I have here two prisoners, arrested as spies, who are undoubtedly 
guilty of the charge. Oneof them can be proven to have been engaged 
in carrying information from sympathizers in Southern Illinois to the 
_ troops at Columbus, Ky. As the evidence against these prisoners will 
be more easily obtained here than in Saint Louis, I would recommend 
that their trial take place here. 

Information from Columbus to-day is to the effect that the rebels have 
three gunboats. They are small, carrying but four guns each, but I 
have no information as to their strength. The State of Mississippi has 
called for 10,000 State troops for sixty days to assist in the defense of 
Columbus. There seems to be a great effort making throughout the 
South to make Columbus impregnable. I get this information from the 
Memphis Appeal of the 28th (yesterday), a copy of which I received 
this evening. 1 give the information for what it is worth. 

U. S. GRANT, 
. Brigadier-General. 


SPECIAL mies HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
No. 16. Louisville, Ky., November 30, 1861. 


The following organization of brigades will be observed until further 


orders : 
First Brigade. 


Brigadier-General SCHOEPF, commanding. 


33d Indiana. 
12th Kentucky. 
17th Ohio. 

38th Ohio. 


Second Brigade. 
Colonel MANSON, commanding. 


10th Indiana. 

4th Kentucky. 
10th Kentucky. 
14th Qhio. 


Third Brigade. 
Colonel McCook, commanding. 


2d Minnesota. 
9th Ohio. 

35th Ohio. 

18th U. S. Infantry. 


Fourth Brigade. 


Brigadier-General ROUSSEAU, command- 
ing. 
6th Indiana. 
3d Kentucky. 
1st Ohio. 
15th and 19th U. S. Infantry (battalion). 


Fifth Brigade. 
Brigadier-General WooD, commanding. 


34th Ilinois. 
29th Indiana. 
30th Indiana. 
77th Pennsylvania. 


Sixth Brigade. 
Brigadier-General JOHNSON, command- 


ing. 
32d Indiana. 
39th Indiana. * 
15th Chio. 
49th Ohio. 


Seventh Brigade. 
Brigadier-General NEGLEY, commanding, 


38th Indiana. 

78th Pennsylvania. 

79th Pennsylvania. 
1st Wisconsin. 


Eighth Brigade. 
Colonel TURCHIN, commanding. 


19th Dlinois. 
24th Illinois. 
37th Indiana. 
18th Ohio. 


Ninth Brigade. 
Colonel SILL, commanding. 


3d Ohio. 
21st Ohio. 
33d Ohio 
10th Wisconsin. 


Tenth Brigade. 


Colonel AMMEN, commanding. 


34th Indiana. 
36th Indiana. 
6th Ohio. 
- 24th Ohio. 
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Eleventh Brigade. Fourteenth Brigade. 
Brigadier-General BOYLE, commanding. | , commanding. 
42d Indiana. 


Ist Kentucky. 
43d Indiana. 


9th Kentucky. 











2d Ohio. | 11th Kentucky. 
59th Ohio. — Kentucky. 
Twelfth Brigade. Fifteenth Brigade. 
Acting Brigadier-General CARTER, com- Colonel HASCALZ. commandin 
manding. : 8 
31st Ohio. | 15th Indiana. 
6th Kentucky. 17th Indiana. 
ist Tennessee. 4lst Ohio. 
2d Tennessee. Slst Ohio. 
Thirteenth Brigade. Sixteenth Brigade. 
Colonel CRUFT, commanding. , commanding. 
3ilst Indiana. ) 13th Kentucky. 
44th Indiana. 15th Kentucky. 
17th Kentucky. 9th Michigan. 
— Kentucky. 3d Minnesota. 


By command of Brigadier-General Buell: | 
| [JAMES B. FRY,] 
Assistant Adjutant. General. 


Memorandum of regiments under Brig. Gen. George H. Thomas’ command, 
November 30, 1861. 





CamMP Dick ROBINSON. SOMERSET. 
31st Ohio Infantry. 
; —— Kentucky Infantry. 
Powers Dattery: 17th Ohio Infantry. 7 
CRAB ORCHARD. 38th Ohio Intantry. — 
33d Indiana Infantry. Battery B, Ohio Artillery. 
Ist Kentucky Infantry. . 
Ist Kentucky Cavalry. 10th Indiana Infantry. 
2d Kentucky Infantry. 
LONDON. —— Kentucky Infantry (en route for). 
3d Kentucky Infantry. Kentucky Infantry. 
1st East Tennessee Infantry. 14th Ohio Infantry. 
2d East Tennessee Infantry. Battery C, Ohio Artillery. 


PADUCAH, Ky., November 30, 1861. 
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 

Enemy, 600 to 1,000 strong, reported in camp at Caseyville, with 
intention to attack. I have sent three companies and a howitzer to 
Cave in Rock; also the Conestoga, as circumstances may require. 

C. F. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS U. 8. FORCES, 
Paducah, Ky., November 30, 1861. 
To the ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Headquarters Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
Sir: A very intelligent person employed by me to obtain intelligence 
of the movements of the enemy east of the Cumberland returned early 
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this morning, and states that the troops who were at Princeton (2,000, 
with two guns) have gone to Hopkinsville; that with the exception of 
two parties of cavalry, of about 50 men each, who were moving up and 
down from the Ohio plundering, no troops were between Ford’s Ferry 
and Princeton; that he learned from an old lady, who had a son (a hieu- 
tenant) in the rebel army, whom she saw just as he was about marching 
from Princeton, that his regiment was to go to Muldraugh’s Hill, and 
that the force at Hopkinsville would soon move in the same direction. 

Immediately after getting this statement the captain of the steamer 
Golden Gate, which plies between Evansville and Cairo, came to inform 
me that his vessel had been forbidden to go to Caseyville by Captain 
Seaton, of the Twenty-second Illinois Regiment, stationed at Cave in 
Rock, with about 40 men of his company, on the ground that a party of 
600 to 1,000 were at Caseyville (in camp), and intended to take his 
steamer and cross over. 

I have just ordered three full companies of the Eighth Missouri, with 
a howitzer, under a field officer, to proceed to Cave in Rock, to act as 
circumstances may require. 

As soon as the Conestoga (gunboat) returns from up the Tennessce I 
will send her up to Caseyville. 

I sent the Conestoga up the Tennessee to look after the rebel gun- 
boat, which I understand had been making a reconnaissance below 
Fort Henry. I imag-ne this so-called reconnaissance was merely a trial 
trip. I think it advisable to have another gunboat here as an addi- 
tional security. 

I inclose Captain Seaton’s letter to me. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. F. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—The telegraph wire has not: been in working order for the past 
two days, or I would have sent the substance of the above in that way. 
P. P. S.—The Conestoga has returned since writing the above, an 

will at once go up to Caseyville. | 


{Inclosure.] 
CAMP ALTONA, 


) Cave in Rock, November 29, 1861. 
Brigadier-General SMITH: | 

DEAR Sir: Send troops up here immediately, as the secessionists are 
on the point of crossing over into Illinois at Caseyville, 8 miles above 
here, from 600 to 1,000 strong. They made their appearance at Casey- 
ville late this afternoon, and pitched their tents upon the hill. It is 
their intention of seizing upon a steamboat and appropriating her for 
their use in crossing here. Two messengers rowed down to this point 
in a skiff and two more just arrived on horseback, all giving the same 
information, one corroborating the other. The first was from Kentucky 
and the others from this side. Send them immediately. 

JOHN SEATON, 
Captain, Twenty-second Regiment, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT SOUTHEAST MISSOURI, 
Cairo, December 1, 1861. 
Capt. J. C. KeLton, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
Bishop Major-General Polk’s three gunboats made a Sunday excur: 
sion up to see us this evening ; fired five or six shots when within about 


Cuar. XVII. CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 463 


half a mile of range of the nearest point of the camp at Fort Holt, and 
returned as soon as their fire was replied to. Our gunboats followed 
them 7 or 8 miles, but could not get near enough to engage them. 

I would respectfully submit it to the general commanding the depart- 
ment whether the hospital facilities at this place and at Mound City 
should not be increased in advance of the demand for more room. The 
hospitals are sufficiently commodious for all that are sick at present, 
and have a very suitable supply, with everything required, except, per- 
haps, blankets. By adding bedsteads and bedding, accommodations 
can be provided for about 350 more. : 

I have received invoice and bill of lading of 4,000 stand of French 
muskets, with accoutegments complete, from the East. These, with 
4,030 stand of improved arms, which I understand are to be sent for 
General McClernand’s brigade, will supply the command, or nearly so. 

There is much difficulty experienced here in finding storage for our 
commissary supplies. I caused to be rented some months ago a very 
large and conveniently-arranged wharf-boat for this purpose. It will 
store conveniently for issue 2,500,000 of rations, with office room and 
apartments overhead sufficient for the assistant commissary of subsist- 
ence and his assistants. This boat could be moved down the river at 
any time, if required. When the gunboat fleet began to receive their 
supplies, Commodore Foote made application for this storage room, and 
obtained an order for it. At that time I looked upon it as necessary 
for theiruse. Now, however, they have a large receiving steamer, which 
in my judgment will accommodate all their stores, and be quite if not 
more convenient than the whart-boat. For this reason, and the fact 
that a large amount of provisions are now on the way or soon will be, 
I would recommend that the order transferring this boat be rescinded. 
Otherwise a large portion of the stores to arrive will have to be stored 
on the landing without shelter. If Commodore Foote was here in per- 
son I think he would not object to making the arrangement asked with- 
out the issuing of an order. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES, 
Paducah, Ky., December 1, 1861. 


To the ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Headquarters Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Sir: The letter of the major-general commanding the department, 
dated on the 26th ultimo, in reference to the defense of the line of the 
Ohio between the mouths of the Wabash and Tennessee from Hardee’s 
rebel forces attempting to cross into Illinois, &c., was duly received. I 
concur entirely with the general that the cavalry force he speaks of 
operating on the north bank of the Ohio would, with an occasional visit 
of a gunboat, be sufficient. 

Our main reliance against the enemy’s attempt by gunboats by way 
of the Tennessee ' and Cumberland must be by the flotilla, though at 
present that term is rather a misnomer, since it consists of but the gun- 
boat Conestoga. The two floating batteries (two coal-barges joined), 
one of which is in position, can scarcely be regarded as part of the 
flotilla: They were intended to sweep both shores and guard the bridge, 
but only as against field guns. Alone, they could be run down or de- 
stroyed by an enemy’s gunboat, properly constructed and armed, easily, 
though as an auxiliary to gunboats they may do good service. The 


464 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND 8S. W. VA. [Cuar. XVIL 


bridge is down and the parts sheltered, as I have already reported. 
I inclose a copy of General McClellan’s orders in relation to it. My 
reports to him on this and other matters were made to him direct, by 
his orders, during the absence of General Frémont in the West, and 
until General Halleck’s arrival at Saint Louis. 

There is no bridge-head, it not being deemed necessary at the moment. 
The nature of the surface on the opposite shore is such that at this 
season an enemy could not take up an effective position. 

I am not aware of any marauding in the country just east of the 
Tennessee—i. e., between the Tennessee and the Cumberland—bu' it 
has been carried on extensively on the east of the Cumberland. My 
cavalry force is not adequate to. attempt the service of scouring this 
part of the country and attending to necessary duties here. It consists 
of four companies of the Second Illinois Cavalry, imperfectly armed. 
Each company wants 20 sabers. They have no pistols, and only some 
of them have carbines. I have written several times about the arming 
ot these men, but have not been successful. Of two companies of 
regular cavalry (neither of which has a single officer belonging to it 
present), one is weak in numbers—only 54. This is Company C, Second 
Cavalry. If recruits are received, they will need the usual equipments. 
Thielemann’s company of Chicago cavalry is in full strength, and armed 
with sabers, though but partially with pistols. General Fremont 
authorizes it to be converted into a squadron. The second company 
has one first lieutenant and 70 men. It needs a captain and second 
lieutenant, which might well be taken by transfer from the other com- 
pany, and which I recommend. These men need horses and arms. 

I think Shawneetown and Cave in Rock might well be occupied by 
the three regiments spoken of, and from thence patrol the north bank 
of the Ohio, occasionally crossing and scouring the country east of the 
Cumberland. This, I think, wold stop the plundering. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Cc. F. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT SOUTHEAST MISSOURI, 
Cairo, December 2, 1861. 


Capt. J. C. KELTON, Saint Lows, Mo.: 


Inclosed herewith I send you a letter from Colonel Ross on the sub- 
ject of winter quarters, change of cavalry, ordering a court-martial, &c.* 
I would respectfully call the attention of the general commanding to the 
subject of winter quarters. I received instructions from General Fré- 
mont, whilst he was in command, on the subject. Under the instruc- 
tions then received, winter quarters for the command here are being 
rapidly completed. I visited Cape Girardeau and gave such verbal 
directions as I thought would secure winter quarters for the troops at 
that place at a very small outlay. The cavalry complained of belong to 
General Sigel’s brigade, and such complaints have been made against 
them for their marauding propensities that I would recommend muster- 
ing them out of service. 

There seems to have been no provision made in the acts of Congress 
organizing our volunteer system for manning our siege batteries, other 
than to ‘take companies authorized as light-artillery companies. All 
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these manifest a great desire to get their batteries, and do not like to 
remain in fortifications. In view of these facts, I authorized Lieutenant 
Powell, of the Twentieth Illinois Volunteers, an acting engineer on the 
works at Cape Girardeau, to raise a siege company out of the Missouri 
Home Guards that were on duty there. [also authorized the command- 
ing officer of the battalion of Home Guards—Colonel, now Captain, Mur- 
docvck—to raise another company of cavalry or infantry from the same 
men, subject to the approval of higher authority. These men were at 
Cape Girardeau by authority of the commander of the department when 
I was assigned to this command. Most of them are Missourians, who 
could not return to their homes, and who could not have remained at 
home from the first and remained loyal. These. companies are about 
full, and could be filled to the maximum, if authorized, in a very short 
time. They have never been mustered into the United States service, 
but are ready to be whenever authority to do so is given. I would re- . 
spectfully ask to have this act legalized and these troopsreceived. They 
have already been in service some four or five months as Home Guards 
and under their present organization. 

Since writing the above the J. D. Perry has arrived, having landed at 
Price’s, putting ashore a large amount of freight. I understand that 
the authority to do so was given by the provost-marshal of Saint Louis. 
There is great danger of losing our boats by making these landings, and 
all the Union men of this section of the State have been driven out by 
Thompson and his band. 

I have ordered the captain of the J. D. Perry to disregard all orders 
to land on the Missouri shore between Cape Girardeau and this place,. 
unless given by the commanding officer of the department or myself. 
Should it be necessary for freight to go to Charleston, Mo., it can be 
landed at Bird’s Point, and go ont by rail more economically than by any 
other route. 

I inclose herewith report of Colonel Oglesby, commanding at Bird’s 
Point, just received.* 





U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
- Louisville, Ky., December 2, 1861. 
General S. P. CARTER, 
Commanding Twelfth Brigade: 

Str: It is the intention of the general commanding to keep your com- 
mand in front of Cumberland Gap, both for the protection of that sec- 
tion of the country and to operate on that line at a suitable time. At 
as early a moment as possible a squadron or so of cavalry and at least 
one section of artillery will be sent you. Your supplies will be drawn 
from Lexington, through Richmond. 

It is desirable, perhaps, that you should take a position at the Cum- 
berland Ford, but you must for the present be the judge of the expe- 
diency of moving there now. By throwing up a small field work, it will 
enable you at any time to hold that position and to operate so as to pro- 
tect the inhabitants and expel marauders. 

It was the wish of the general commanding to join the East Tennessee 
regiments t» the main body of the army which will operate upon Ten- 
nessee, but they would perhaps prefer remaining on their present line of 
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operations, their acquaintance with that region rendering them pecu- 
liarly suitable for service there. For the present, at least, he deems it 
advisable to keep them on that line. 
Very respectfully, &c., JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OGIO, 
Louisville, IKy., December 2, 1861. 
COMMANDING OFFICER, 
Third Regiment Minnesota Volunteers : 


Srr: An order has been issued for your regiment to take post with 
six companies at Shepherdsville and four at Lebanon Junction. The 
general commanding places upon you the responsibility of g guarding the 
bridge over Wilson’s Creek a few miles in advance of the Junction.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., December 2, 1861. 

Colonel DUFFIELD, 

| Comdg. N: inth Regt. Mich. Vols., Mouth of Salt River: 

Sir: The general commanding assigns you to the command of the 
post and field work at the mouth of Salt River. It will be your duty to 
hold the field works at the Salt River crossing and the turnpike towards 
Elizabethtown and to guard the army supplies which may be at the 
post.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
. Louisville, Ky., December 2, 1861. 
Col. Ek. H. Hopson, 
Comdg. Thir teenth Regt. Ky. Vols., Campbellsville, Ky. : 


Sir: The general commanding assigns you to the command of the 
post of Lebanon. Itwill be your duty to guard the army supplies which 
may be atthat place and to look to the safety of the railroad towards New 
Haven and the turnpike towards Campbellsville.* 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. H. McLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OGIO, 
Louisville, Ky., December 2, 1861. 
Col. L. T. Moore, 
Comdg. Fourteenth Regt. Ky. Vols., Catlettsburg, Ky.: 
Sir: The general commanding directs that you establish your regi- 
ment at or near the town of Prestonburg, with a view of giving security 
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to the inhabitants in the region of the Big Sandy and of punishing the 
marauding bands of the enemy who annoy that part of the State. The 
general expects vigilance, activity, and good order on the part of your 
command in theimportant and isolated duty assigned to it.* 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
‘ Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., December 2, 1861. 


Col. CURRAN POPE, , 
Commanding Fifteenth Regiment, Kentucky Volunteers : 

Sir: The general commanding has placed upon you the responsibility 
of guarding against all injury, whether through neglect or design, the 
railroad and turnpike bridge at and near New Haven, and also the rail- 
road bridge over the Bushy Fork of Salt River and the turnpike bridge 
over Rolling Fork in advance of New Haven.* 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., December 2, 1861. 
Colonel WARNER, 
Commanding Regiment Kentucky Volunteers: 

Sir: The general commanding has placed upon you the responsibility 
of guarding the line of railroad from Lexington to Covington. 

The headquarters of your regiment will be established at Falmouth, 
and you will post your companies so as to effectually guard all the in- 
portant bridges on the line.* 


Very respectfully, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS DEPT. OF THE OHIO, 
No. 19. Louisville, Ky., December 2, 1861. 
The following organization of divisions will be observed until further 
orders : 


First Division. Second Division. 
Brig. Gen. G. H. THOMAS, commanding. | Brig.Gen. A. McD. McCook, commanding. 
1st Brigade. Ath Brigade. 
2a Brigade. 5th Brigade. 
3d Brigade. 6th Brigade. 
lith Brigade. 7th Brigade. 
12th Brigade. 2d Kentucky Cavalry (Board’s). 
1st Kentucky Cavalry (Wolford’s). Stone’s battery. 
Battery B, Ohio. Cotter’s battery. 
Battery C, Ohio. Mueller’s battery. 
Heweti’s (Kentucky) battery. Squadron Indiana Cavalry, Captain 
— Indiana Cavalry (squadron). Graham. 


* Detailed instructions omitted. 
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Third Division. Fifth Division. 
Brig. Gen. O. M. MITCHEL, commanding. | Brig. Gen. T. L. CRITTENDEN, command- 
8th Brigade. ; ing. 
Oth Brigade. ~ eat Se eere: 
17th Brigade. 14th Brigade. 
an 3d Regiment Kentucky Cavalry (Jack- 
Fourth Division. son’s). : 
Brig. Gen. W. NELSON, commanding. ——- Battery. 


10th Brigade. 
15th Brigade. 
19th Brigade. 
By command of Brigadier-General Buell: 
[JAMES B. FRY,| 
Assistant Adjuiant-General. 





WASHINGTON, December 3, 1561.. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville: 

My DEAR BUELL: I inclose two letters, which were referred to me by 
the President and were intended for your eye. I doso, feeling sure that 
you sympathize with me in my intense regard for the noble Union men 
of Eastern Tennessee; that yen will overlook all mere matters of form, 
and that you will devote all yuur energies towards the salvation of men 
so eminently deserving our protection. I understand your movements 
and fully concur in their propriety, but I must still urge the occupation 
of Eastern Tennessee as a duty we owe to our gallant friends there who 
have not hesitated to espouse our cause. 

Please send, then, with the least possible delay, troops enough to protect 
these men. I still feel sure that the best strategical move in this case will 
be that dictated by the simple feelings of humanity. We must preserve 
these noble fellows from harm; everything urges us to do that—faith, 
interest, and loyalty. For the sake of these Eastern Tennesseeans who | 
have taken part with us I would gladly sacrifice mere military advan- 
tages; they deserve our protection, and at all hazards they must have 
it. I know that your nazure is noble enough to forget any slurs they mav 
cast upon you. Protect the true men and you have everything to look 
forward to. In no event allow them to be crushed out. 

I have ordered one regular and one excellent volunteer battery to join 
you. To-day I ordered 10,000 excellent arms to be sent to you at Louis- 
ville. I have directed all your requisitions to be filled at once. You way 
fully rely on my full support in the movement I have so much at heart— 
the liberation of Eastern Tennessee. 

Write to me often, fully, and confidentially. If you gain and retain 
possession of Eastern Tennessee you will have won brighter laurels than 
any I hope to gain. 

With the utmost confidence and firmest friendship, I am, truly, yours, 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding U. S. Army. 


P. S._This letter has been dictated by no doubt as to your movements 
and intentions, but only by my feelings for the Union men of Eastern 
Tennessee. 

[Inclosure No. 1.]} 
HEADQUARTERS EASt TENNESSEE BRIGADE, 
Camp Calvert, near London, Ky., November 21, 1861. 
Hon. HorAc’s] MAYNARD: 

DEAR Sir: The copy of Evening Star received this evening assures 

me you have not forgotten me. ‘ 


ad 
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We are still here, together with Third Regiment Kentucky Volunteers. 
Why all the other forces were withdrawn is a question to be answered 
at Louisville. By the papers you will have seen that we, too, left on the 
night of the 13th, by orders of General Schoepf, in company with thé 
Ohio and Indiana troops, as it seemed, by orders which should have 
been given me that day, but which were not received until two days | 
afterwards, not only unnecessarily, but contrary to General Thomas’ 
directions. 

I was intensely mortified at the hesitancy of some of our Tennesseeans 
to move on when they found they had to take the road leading to Crab 
Orchard. They had gotthe impression we werereturning to Camp Robin- 
son to winter, but after I spoke a few words to them they obeyed the 
order to march. Many fell out during the night and some deserted. 
Our losses amount to about 40 to 45. We were without transportation, 
and were forced to leave almost the entire camp standing and every 
one of our sick behind. The roads were in a terrible state, and large 
numbers of men from the various regiments fell out on the way from 
sheer exhaustion. When I reached Dr. Josslin’s I learned for the first 
time we were to return to this place. 

Our men are most anxious to return to Eastern Tennessee, not so much 
to see their families as to drive the rebels from the country. We areaill 
inclined to think that help will be deferred until it is too late to save our 
people. This ought not to be so. 

Two or three batteries and 10,000 men, provided even with powder 
and lead forthe people, could save Eastern Tennessee at this time. Will 
help never come ? 

General Thomas has left Crab Orchard, and we are here to look out 
for ourselves. To-night I have sent out between 600 and 700 men in 
the direction of Flat Lick, 8 miles above Barboursvilie, to try and cut 
off some of the thieving rebel scouts and to gain correct intelligence of 
their whereabouts. 

I think it probable that we shall in a few days move on Somerset. I 
have no information as to the plans of General Buell. Can you not get 
those in power to give us a few more men and permission to make at 
least an effort to save our people? Dotry. They areeven now inarms, 
and must be crushed unless assistance soon reaches then. 

T'wo men came in from Carter this evening who have been nearly six 
weeks on the way. : 

With respect, yours, truly, 
Ss. P. CARTER. 
{Indorsement. ] 
DECEMBER 3, 1861. 
Please read and consider this letter. 
A. I. 


{[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS EASt TENNESSEE BRIGADE, 
Camp Calvert, November 25, 1861. 
Hon. HORACE MAYNARD: 

My DEAR Sir: A day or two after I wrote you I received orders to 
break up at this place and join General Thomas. J had sent on a portion 
of our sick to Crab Orchard and a portion of our commissary stores, 
but fortunately I was unable to obtain wagons enough to move the whole 
and was detained until this morning, when I received other orders from 
department headquarters to remain at London. I know not what will 
be the next move, but hope most sincerely it may be towards Eastern Ten- 
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nessee. If something is not done, and that speedily, our people will be 
cut up and ruined. A column should be ordered to move into Eastern 
Tennessee, one detailed for that purpose and no other, to go without 
reference to any other movement, with the specific object of relieving 
our people, simply on account of their loyalty and as though it were 
entirely disconnected with any military advantages. I intend to say 
that our people deserve protection and should have it at once, and inde- 
pendently of all outside considerations. 

I sent on 21st between 600 and 700 men, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Spears, to Flat Lick, a point 8 miles below Cumberland Ford, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining information of the enemy, and with the hope they 
would fall in with a portion of them and cut them up. Some of our mel 
went nearly to the Ford. None of the rebels were there. From best 
information the force at the Gap was only about 2,000. Zollicofter, with 
some 6,000, was at Ross, in ‘Anderson County. 

If we had a battery I believe we could go into Tennessee, and then, if 
we could carry arms or even powder and lead to furnish to our people, 
I believe we could stay there. 

Will help evercome? I do not mean contingent aid, but special and 
direct. | 

We are getting along well. Most of our men have returned who left 
on night of 13th, and all are elated at the orders to remain here. If it 
be possible, have it so arranged that the Kiastern Tennesseeans shall not 
again, except in case of urgent and pressing necessity, be ordered back 
towards Central Kentucky. Many would sooner perish in battle than 
turn their backs towards the Tennessee line again. 

Will you please write me if the President has ever acted on the peti- 
tion which you forwarded from the officers of the two regiments to com- 
mission me as brigadier-general, and, if so, the reason for his non-compli- 
ance, as well as what you can learn of his intentions in regard to that 
matter. 

With best wishes, I am, yours, very truly, 
S. P. CARTER. 


[Indorsement. } 


DECEMBER 3, 1861. 


A. L. 


Please read and consider this letter. 





Hpers. EASTERN DIVISION, DEPT. OF THE ONIO, 
Lebanon, Ky., December 3, 1861. 
Col. T. E. BRAMLETTE, 
Commanding at Columbia, Ky.: , 

COLONEL: I have just received yours of the 2d, inclosing Mr. Leverage’s 
statement of the strength of the enemy. I [have] no doubt his iafor- 
mation is correct. 

It will be a good service to seize the pork at Burkesville if you are 
sure it is intended for the Confederates. 

As soon as General Buell gets the troops organized into brigades I 
have no doubt one brigade will be posted at Burkesville. In the mean 
time I wish you to do all in your power to prevent an advance of the 
enemy via Columbia, as well as the passage of the steamers up the river. 
Do not run any risk of disaster, and should the enemy attack you at 
Columbia, hold him in check as long as possible and send me word 
immediately. Should he dare come to Columbia, we can easily capture 
him before he can get back to his lines. | 


— 
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I do not think you can get an umbrella tent in Louisville. I will see 
Captain Webster, who will write you where be purchased his in Cin- 
cinnati. 

Respectfully, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


» 





LEBANON, Ky., December 3, 1861—11 p. m. 
General D. C. BUELL, 
Headquarters, Louisville: 


I have just received a dispatch from General Schoepf. The enemy are 
opposite Somerset and have commenced cannonading Hoskins’ camp. 
He says the strength of the enemy is estimated, from the best accounts 
he can get, of the following numbers: At Mill Springs, 2,000 infantry 
and 1,000 cavalry; at Captain Wiatt’s farm, 2 miles from Mill Springs, 
1,000 infantry; at Steubenville, 2 miles farther west, is 2,000 infantry; 
and at Monticello, 5 miles from Steubenville, 3,000 infantry. 1 have 
sent to Colonels Walker and Van Derveer to march to his relief as rapidly 
as they can. When these two regiments reach him, he will have five 
regiments of infantry and one battery of artillery. 

GkO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 





HEADQUARTERS HASTERN DIVISION, DEPT. oF OHIO. 
| Levanon, Ky., December 3, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. S. P. CARTER, 
Commanding at London, Ky.: 

GENERAL: Yours of November 28 has been received. The informa- 
tion which we have of the immediate movements of the rebels is to the 
effect that they are moving towards the west. You did right in declin- 
ing to march to Somerset without orders. | 

It is General Buell’s intention to keep troops at London for a while 
yet. As I wrote you a few days since, your regiments, at least the Ten- 
nesseeans, will move to Somerset, if they are moved west. Encourage 
your men to remain hopeful, and assure them that the Government will 
not leave them to their enemies, but will afford relief to East Tennessee 
as soon as possible. Iam not authorized to tell you even what. know, 
because General Buell is desirous that the enemy be kept protoundly 
ignorant of our movements. | 

I will take measures to have arms for your recruits, if they can be 
had from Louisville, and also some for the East Tennesseeans. 

Should you need the corn, flour, &c., of those secessionists you men- 
tioned, I would not hesitate to take it. Have statements of the amount 
of ammunition you have on hand made out and send to Capt. A. Miller, 
ordnance officer at this place, as soon as the colonels can forward them; 
also direct them to forward their monthly regimental returns immedi- 
ately. The paymaster will be with you soon. You may hasten his 
arrival by sending an escort with a wagon to take charge of his money- 
chest. Let the escort meet him at Crab Orchard. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


A4(2 OPERATIONS IN KY , TENN., N. ALA., AND §. W.VA. [Cnar. XVIL 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT SOUTHEAST MISSOURI, 
Cairo, December 3, 1861. 


Capt. J. C. KeLton, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Ly orders from the Governor of this State two regiments of troops 
have been sent to Shawneetown. One of these has been mustered into 
the service of the United States, and the acting assistant commissary of 
subsistence, who is now here, represents to me that the State author- 
ities decline rationing them longer. Under these circumstances I have 
caused to be turned over to the commissary ten days’ rations for his 
regiment. In a few days I understand that the other regiment will be 
mustered in also, and will probably be calling here for subsistence. 

Troops are highly necessary at Shawneetown, not only to protect the 
citizens from marauding parties of secession troops, who are now col- 
lecting hogs and cattie and horses on the opposite side of the river, but 
wil serve to keep open navigation of the Ohio, and to prevent much of 
the smuggling now going on. Under these circumstances I would re- 
spectfully ask if it would not be well to extend the limits of this mili- 
tary district to the Wabash and give it limits north in this State. If 
this is not done, I would at least recommend that some command be 
required to take in these troops, where they can look for supplies and 
so that they may be properly retained. 

Constant complaints are coming here from citizens of Crittenden and 
Union Counties, Kentucky, of depredations that are being committed 
by troops from Hopkinsville, and as the troops at Shawneetown have a 
steamer at their command, they may make excursions across the river 
that might beimproper. There are large quantitics of stock of all kinds 
being driven from these counties to the Southern Army, and quite a trade 
is being carried on in salt, powder, caps, aud domestics. Ihave reported 
these facts, as far as could well be done in a limited telegraphic dispatch, 
to General Buell. | 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Lrigadier- General. 


CAMP CALVERT, Ky., December 4, 1861. 
(Received December 6, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEorar H. Tuomas, 
Commanding, &c., Lebanon, Icy.: 

GENERAL: As I had heard nothing from you since 25th ultimo, I 
did not until this evening kuow where you had established your head- 
quarters. 

I wrote to the commander of this department on the 2d instant, and 
advised him that we had already no little difficulty in obtaining neces- 
sary forage for our draught animals and that a portion of our stores 
was nearly exhausted, and in oder to be nearer our depot I expected, 
unless I should receive orders to the contrary, to move towards Somer- 
set. I hope that this step will meet with your approbation. 

Another reason which renders a change of cainps advisable is the 
sickness of our men and the increased malignity of disease. We have 
some rebels in camp from Scott County, East Tennessee ; they were 
brought in yesterday by some Tennesseeans and Kentuckians. They 
have been noted for the bitterness of their enmity to the Union cause 
and the unrelenting manner iu which they have persecuted loyal men. 
Four of them are said to be members of a rebel company of rangers, one 
of whum is a sergeant. What shall be done with them ? 
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1 await anxiously permission to march to Somerset, where I have just 
been informed Zollicoffer has been engaging a small Federal force. 

Col. J. P. T. Carter left this morning for the headquarters of this de- 
partment at Louisville, to see if he can obtain arms for the recruits of 
his regiment. 

“Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. CARTER, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS CAMP GOGGIN, December 4, 1861. 
(Received December 5, 1861—3 a. in.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding Eastern Division : 


GENERAL: According to your instructions to keep you informed of 
the movements of the enemy, [ do so now. 

From information just received (1 p.m.) from a captain of the Thirty- 
eighth Ohio, who was on picket west of me, I learned that the enemy, 
two regiments of infantry and one battery strong, beat the reveille at 3 
o'clock this morning; he heard the train moviug in a southwesterly 
direction, and also heard commands given distinctly. 

I have no doubt they are moving towards Mill Springs. A negro 
man who came from the other side this morning informs me that they 
had constructed a large number of boats on Meadow Creek, opposite 
Mill Springs, with the intention to cross at that place. Being certain 
that they are not going to cross here, I ordered the whole battery to 
Mill Springs. Iwill order the Thirty-eighth Obio to-morrow morning to 
Somerset, to be in readiness to move either to this place or to Mill 
Springs, where it should be most needed, the distance to either place 
being only 6 miles. 

I will proceed to Mill Springs to-morrow; am only waiting to get 
more reliable information with regard to their movements here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPY, 
Brigadier- ‘General. 





WASHINGTON, 5th [ December, 1261.7] 
General D. C. BUELL: 


My DEAR BUELL: I have only time before the mail closes to acknowl- 
edge yours of the 30th. Give me at once in detail your views as to the 
number and amount of gunboats necessary for the water movement, 
the necessary land forces, &e. Would not C. F. Smith be a good man to 
command that part of the expedition? When should they nove? 

Pray do not abandon the Pikesville [Piketon] region. I consider it 
important to hold that line; your supplies can go by water to Preston- 
burg. I will also re-entorce the Guyandotte region at once. Let me 
again urge the necessity of sending something into Kast Tennessee as 
promptly as possible. Our friends there have thrown their all into the 
scale, and we must not desert them. | tell the Hast Tennessee men here 
to rest quiet, that you will take care of them and will never desert them. 
I ordered to-day two fully armed regiments of cavalry to join you from 
Camp Dennison. Will send you some more puaatry from the North- 
west in a day or two. 
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I will try to write more fully to-night. By all means hold Somerset 
and London. Better intrench both; still better, the crossing of the 
river nearest these points. 

In haste, truly, your friend, 
McCLELLAN. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP GOGGIN, 
December 5, 18%1—8 a. m. 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS, | 
Commanding Eastern Division : 


GENERAL: Colonel Bradley, of the Thirty-eighth Ohio, reported to 
me that he has only 40 rounds of ammunition. Ip my position, without 
ammunition, [ could uot sus:ain inyself, being almost certain the enemy 
Is going to make the attempt to cross. : 

I may be wrong, but I ordered the Tennessee brigade under General 
Carter to join me, he being the nearest. 

Mr. Smith, father of one of the officers in Colonel Hoskins’ regiment, 
came from the enemy’s cainp and contirms all I reported to you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier- General. 


P.S.—I just now learned from two reliable men that the enemy has 
been re-enforced by two additional Mississippi rifle regiments ; they are 
vepresented to be in first-rate order with regard to clothing and arms. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP GOGGIN, 
December 5, 1861—12 m. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAs, | 
Commanding Eastern Division: 


GENERAL: I left this place this morning in company with Captain 
Prime, Engineer Corps, to go to Mill Springs to examine that place and 
plant a-battery; when I arrived at Fishing Creek, I found the Seven- 
teenth Ohio retreating and on this side of the creek; this was owing to 
disobedience of orders by Captain Dillion, of the First [Ky.] Cavalry, 
whom I ordered on Monday to proceed to Mill Springs, there encamp, 
and, if any attempt was made by the enemy to cross the river, to dis- 
patch that fact tome. Instead of obeying, he encamped only 2 miles 
from Fishing Creek, without even the precaution of throwing out pickets, 
and the enemy, it is reported, crossed in force to this side lastnight. In 
regard to the order sent to Colonel Connell to march to Mill Springs, I 
mneclose you his letter. 

I met Captain Dillion on this side of the creek with his company, and 
on my interrogating him “why he had not obeyed my order,” he replied 
there was danger, and on that account had not proceeded. 

I have ordered Colonel Hoskins’ regiment down to Fishing Creek, and 
will try to push on and see what the enemy is doing. 

The rumor is that 2,000 of the enemy’s cavalry have crossed, but to 
keep them from crossing in too large a force for my men I have sent for 
General Carter’s Tennessee regiments and the Thirty-third Indiana. 

The Thirty-eighth and Seventeenth Ohio are very short of ammu- 
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nition, which fact was reported to me just yesterday. My position for 
defense is worse even than at Wild Cat. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-General. 
{Inclosure. ] 


CAMP AT FISHING CREEK, December 5, 1861. 
(Received December 6, 1861.) 


General SCHOEPF, Commanding Camp Goggin: 


GENERAL: On yesterday I moved forward with the artillery to take 
position at Mill Springs, according to your order, having sent the cav- 
alry the evening before; they however did not proceed more than 2 miles. 

I advanced to within 24 miles of the Ford at Mill Springs with my 
whole force, and went forward with Captain Ricketts and Lieutenant — 
Fife, of artillery, to the Ford to make a personal reconnaissance. Tfound 
their pickets within 100 yards of the Ford, on this side; endeavored to 
avoid them, and took the woods on the left hand and spent about twenty 
nuuutes examping their position, and found it too strong and the enemy 
too numerous to face with our small force. 

You have been misinformed as to the possibility of securing a good 
position that any small force can hold at that point. The rebel camp 
completely overlooks the bluffs on this side, and it is impossible to take 
position upon them without being exposed to their full view and in 
range of all theirarms. Upon attempting by myselt to pass to the nght 
blutf near the creek I was fired upon by a body of their cavalry, who 
were just coming up the hill at the #ord within 50 yards of me. They 
tollowed, firing deliberately as I spurred my horse back. In turning a 
sharp angle my saddle turned, girth broke, and I was thrown within 
100 yards of them, and but for the noble conduct and cool bravery of 
Captain Ricketts I wonld have been killed or captured. He got off his 
horse and waited until l ran up to him and gave me his horse, while he 
escaped into the woods. 

I found no tenable position at all between Mill Springs and Fishing 
Creek, and certainly none at or near Mill Springs or mouth of Meadow 
Creek. 

The rebels have already several boats and cross the Ford with ease. 
Their cavalry can cross in afew minutes. 

Captain Fullerton made diligent inquiry as to their force, and reports 
to me that he has no doubt that there are twelve regiments at Mill 
Springs. They have very extensive encampments. 

We have not a very strong position here, but it is better than any 
we can get between here and Mill Springs, and if we had a force to 
throw across the creek I think we could make a very strong resistance. 

Finding ourselves in an exposed condition, where we could in a few 
minutes be completely strrouuded and the rebels beating to arms, with 
cavalry across the Ford in our front, and night just upon us, my own 
judgment, supported by the opinion of all the officers of nv command, 
influenced me to fall back, and finding no place where I could make a 
stand and save my train except this, I moved back here during the 
night quietly and in good order; my men and teams terribly fatigued 
With 25 miles’ rough marching and counter-marching. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. CONNELL, 
Colonel Seventeenth Ohio Regiment. 
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SPECIAL eae HDQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
No. 23. Louisville, Ky., December 5, 1861. 
¥ * ro ¥* * * * 
X. The Twelfth Brigade is detached from the First Division and will 
report direct to these headquarters. 
XI. The Eleventh Brigade is for the present placed under the com- 
mand of Brigadier-General Thomas. 
* * * #* * * * 
By command of Brigadier-General Buell: 
OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE OH8IO, 
No. 24. Louisville, Ky., December 5, 1861. 
* * * 5 * * * 


V. The Seventeenth Brigade, consisting of the Fifteenth Kentucky, 
Third Ohio, Tenth Ohio, Thirteenth Ohio, is assigned to the Third Divis- 
ion, and will assemble at Elizabethtown as soon as equipped and trans- 
portation is furnished. The senior officer will take command. 

The Kentucky regiment will not move until mustered into United 
States. service. 

¥* * * #* * * * 
By command of Brigadier-General Buell: 
[JAMES B. FRY], 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, Somerset, December 6, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THomas, 
Commanding Kastern Division : 


GENERAL: The enemy have crossed the Cumberland, as near as I can 
learn, with four regiments of infantry, tworegiments of cavalry, and eight 
pieces of artillery. As there was no position near the river that could 
have been held by the small force under me (not 1,900), I deemed it my 
duty to move back about 3 miles beyond Somerset to a very fine posi- 
tion, that commands the Crab Orchard road and also the road to Stan- 
ford, where I now am, and shall await my re-enforcements, and will 
then move forward. 

The position at Fishing Creek was untenable, on account of three 
roads flanking us, all leading to the different ferries, which rendered it 
impossible for me to distribute my few men with any hope of success. 

The movement of last night was not known to the enemy until this 
morning. 

The enemy had 3,000 encamped about 3 miles west of us, and, as [ 
learned from scouts, they were still crossing and moving down the river 
banks, where they drove in our pickets and took possession of the fer- 
ries at Hudson’s and also the one at Patterson’s, both of which have 
roads leading to the main road, about one mile in my rear, Which has no 
place for artillery to operate effectively. 

I could have held a position where the enemyis encamped, had it not 
been for the unpardonable disobedience of Captain Dillion to occupy the 
point opposite Mill Springs, when I positively ordered him todo so. I 
have ordered him to report himself to me, when I shall order him in 
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arrest and send him to Lebanon, hoping that something may be done 
to prevent such flagrant disobedience in the future. 

Our pickets were firing until late in the night, but without any dam- 
age to us, Our men repor ting to have killed a few of the enemy. 

Day before yesterday a messenger from you reported to me that he 
had lost the dispatch you sent by him, and yesterday a gentleman found 
one on the road, directed to me, containing invoices from the quarter- 
master, which was also sent by a messenger. The messenger I sent you 
day before yesterday has also lost my dispatch to you. Allof these men 
belong to Wolford’s cavalry. 

Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
, A. SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier- General. 





CarRoO, ILu., December 6, 1861. 
Major-General HALLECK: 


Telegraphed to General McClellan that there are twelve gunboats, of 
which three are in commission and nine’in the contractors’ hands. Three 
of the latter have guns on board and are kept ready for defense here. 
It fhe contractors hand over three of the latter boats by the 18th instant 
J will have all of them ready for active servicein ten days, provided the 
Department me additional 1,100 men required to man them. 

There is less prospect of an attack from Columbus than I expected 
when in Saint Louis; still we have two gunboats lying off Fort Holt 
ready for defense, also the gunboat Saint Louis, yet in the contractors’ 
hands; has her armament on board and is ready for defense. I am 
still very much embarrassed in getting the boats ready for want of pos- 
session of the wharf-boats. The last two gunboats from Saint Louis not 
yet received. 





A. H. FOOTE, 
Flag- Officer. 


DECEMBER 6, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, 
Commanding U. S. Army, Washington, DCs 


Efforts are made to secure appointment of certain brigadiers for Ken- 
tucky. I would advise you to receive them with great caution. We 
have enough very poor ones already. Zollicoffer, as I expected, is n.ak: 
ing demonstrations to stop our blockade of the coal trade on the Cum- 
berland; has opened with his artillery from the other side on the small 
camp near Somerset. He will do no great harm. Iam throwing up a 
small field work there, which will command the river and make a few 
companies secure. No other news. 

Have you received my two last letters ? 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 





LEBANON, Ky., December 6, 1861. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 


I have just received a dispatch from General Schoepf. He reports the 
enemy crossing the Cumberland 6 miles below Somerset. He has with 
him one battery of artillery, the Seventeenth and Thirty-eighth Ohio, 
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and Hoskins’ regiment; has ordered to his relief the two Tennessee regi- 
ments from London and the Thirty-third Indiana, and I have ordered 
there three days since the Thirty-first and Thirty-eighth Ohio and Hew- 
te Dauery of artillery. Shall I go forward with any of my regiments 
ere ? | 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 





| HEADQUARTERS, December 6, 1861. 

General THOMAS: 
Telegraph General Schoepf’s letter. Does he ask for re-enforcements ? 

Can the troops at London go directly to Somerset ? 

D. C. BUELL. 





[DECEMBER 6, 1861.] 
General BUELL, Headquarters :' 


The troops at London can go directly to Somerset, as I am informed. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, «4 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 





HEADQUARTERS, 
Louisville, Ky., December 6, 1861. 
(Received, Lebanon December 6, 1861.) 
General THOMAS: | 


Send no more re-enforcements to General Schoepf until you report to 
me; his force was sufficient at first. 

Order General Boyle to proceed to Columbia to-morrow and keep his 
scouts well out towards the Cumberland. Caution all officers to ascer- 
tain and report facts, not merely forward rumors. See that no more 
troops march without ammunition. 

Direct General Schoepf to arrest and forward charges against Captain 
Dillion.* | 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS FAST TENNESSEE BRIGADE, 
Camp Calvert, IXy., December 6, 1861. 
(Received December 9, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, | 
Commanding, dc., Lebanon : 


GENERAL: The orders received last night from departmental head- 
quarters require me to remain in front of Cumberland Gap, for the pur- 
pose, in part, of keeping out marauders and protecting the loyal citizens. 

This morning, having learned that Barboursville was threatened by 
a small force, I ordered the Third Kentucky Regiment to march to its 
protection. Colonel Garrard was directed to employ some mounted 





* See Schoepf to Thomas, December 5, 1861, p. 474. 
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men for scouts and pickets to be used in the direction of Cumberland 
Ford. . , 

But for the orders received from Louisville the First East Tennessee 
Regiment would have moved this morning towards Somerset and the 
Second East Tennessee and Third Kentucky would have followed in the 
morning. I received about noon a dispatch from Brigadier-General 
Schoepf, requiring me to join him as soon as possible. If I had no con- 
flicting orders from you I should have gone willingly, but did not think 
myself at liberty to do so under the circumstances, but wrote him that 
if he still desired me to join him after knowing what my orders were 
from headquarters, I should of course go. 

I heard to-day, upon what is represented to me as perfectly reliable 
authority, that three rebel regiments reached Cumberland Gap on the 
4th instant. Hampton’s Legion arrived there on the 3d, with a large 


amount of ammunition. 


At Morristown, Jefferson County, East Tennessee, report says there 
were five regiments, whose destination is Kentucky, via the Gap. 
The rebel general Crittenden had been at the Gap, but left to bring 


up his brigade. 


I fear that we cannot do a great deal towards resisting 


the force the enemy is accumulating at and about the Gap. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


S. P. CARTER, 


Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding East Tennessee Brigade. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, 
No. 39. 


Hpqgrs. First Div., DEPT. OF THE OHIO, 


Lebanon, December 6, 1861. 


I. In compliance with Special Orders, No. 19, from department head- 
quarters, Brig. Gen. George H. Thomas assumes command of the First 
Division, Department of the Ohio, organized as follows: 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHOEPF, commanding. 


33d Indiana Regiment Volunteers, Col. 
John Coburn. 

17th Ohio Regiment Volunteers, Col. J. 
M. Connell. 

12th Kentucky Regiment Volunteers, Col. 
W. A. Hoskins. 

38th Ohio Regiment Volunteers, Col. E. 
D. Bradley. 

Second Brigade. 
Col. M. D. Manson, commanding. 


4th Kentucky Regiment Volunteers, Col. 
S. 8. Iry. 

14th Ohio Regiment Volunteers, Col. J. B. 
Steedman. : 

10th Indiana Regiment Volunteers, Col. 
M. D. Manson. 

10th Kentucky Regiment Volunteers, Col. 
J. M. Harlan. 

Third Brigade. 

Col. Rost. L. McCook, commanding. 

18th U. S. Infantry, Colonel Carrington. 

2d Minnesota Regiment Volunteers, Colo- 
nel Van Cleve. 

35th Ohio Regiment Volunteers, Col. F. 
Van Derveer. 


9th Ohio Regiment Volunteers, Col. R. L. 
McCook. 


Twelfth Brigade. 


Actg. Brig. Gen. 8S. P. CARTER, command- 
ing. 

Ist East Tennessee Regiment Volunteers, 
Col. R. K. Byrd. 

2d East Tennessee Regiment Volunteers, 
Col. J. P. T. Carter. 

6th Kentucky Regiment Volunteers, Col. 
T. T. Garrard, 

31st Ohio Regiment Volunteers, Col. M. B. 
Walker. 


[ Unattached. ] 


1st Regiment Kentucky Cavalry, Col. F. 
Wolford. 

Squadron Indiana Cavalry, Captain Gra- 
ham. 

Battery B, Ist Ohio Artillery, Capt. W. E. 
Standart. 

Battery C, 1st Ohio Artillery, Capt. D. 
Kenpy. 

Battery B, Kentucky Artillery, Capt. J. 
M. Hewett. 

me W.E. Lawrence commanding artil- 
ery. 
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VII. Until further orders the First Brigade will take post at Somer- 
Set, Ky., Second and Third Brigades at Lebanon, and Twelfth Brigade 
at London. 

* * * * * * * 

XI. Captains Standart’s and Hewett’s batteries of artillery, Major 
Lawrence commanding, and the First Kentucky Cavalry, Col. F. Wol- 
ford commanding, are temporarily assigned to duty with the First 
Brigade, and will report to Brigadier-General Schoept for duty at Som- 
erset, Ky. 

XII. The squadron of Indiana cavalry, Captain Graham commanding, 
and Battery C, First Ohio Artillery, will report for duty at division 
headquarters. , 

By order of General Thomas: 

GEO. E. FLYNT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 





WASHINGTON, December 7, 1861. 
General D. C. BUELL: 

We have just had interviews with the President and General Mc- 
Clellan, and find they concur fully with us in respect to the East Ten- 
nessee expedition. Our people are oppressed and pursued as beasts of 
the forest. The Government must come totheir relief. Weare looking 
to you with anxious solicitude to move in that direction. 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 
HORACE MAYNARD. 


| DECEMBER 7, 1861. 
General McCook, Camp Nevin: 

Send forward a brigade and a battery to Munfordville, to take a good 
position and protect the bridge. Move yourdivision up to Bacon Creek, 
leaving a small guard over the bridge at Nevin. Keep us informed, 
and be ready at all times to act promptly. | 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier.General, Commanding. 


LEBANON, December 7, 1861. 

Brigadier-General BUELL: . 
General Schoepf reports that enemy having crossed the Cumberland 
as near as he could learn with four regiments of infantry, two regiments 
of cavalry, and eight pieces of artillery, and as there was no position 
near the river that could be held by his small force, he fell back, on the 
night of the 5th, about 3 miles this side of Somerset to avery fine posi- 
tion, commanding the Crab Orchard and Stanford road, where he would 
await his re-entorcements and then move forward. Three roads flank- 
ing his position on Fishing Creek rendered it untenable. The enemy 
had 3,000 employed about 3 miles west of his position on Fishing Creek, 
and his scouts reported them still crossing and moving down the river, 
driving in his pickets and taking possession of the ferries at Hudson’s 
and Pattersou’s, from which roads lead to the main road 1 mile in rear 


of his present position. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Army. 
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Hpars. First Division, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Lebanon, Ky., December 7, 1861. 
Capt. J. B. ‘Fry, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Dept. Hdqrs., Louisville, Ky.: 

CAPTAIN: The present state of affairs in the vicinity of Somerset I 
think will justify me in sending the Twelfth Brigade* to that place, with- 
out attracting attention. It should be removed from London on account 
of the extreme difficulty in hauling subsistence over the road from that 
place to Crab Orchard, and being at Somerset would diminish the dis- 
tance and labor of supplying the troops in advance one-half. 

At present it is exceedingly difficult, with the limited means of trans- 
portation we have, to keep the troops supplied. If the general approves, 
I will direct General Carter to move his brigade to Somerset and con- 
centrate the other two at this point. 

General Carter reports having in his camp some rebel prisoners, and 
Colonel Wolford has sent one to me. Shall I forward them to Louis- 
ville ? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 





Hpaqrs. First DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 

| Lebanon, Ky., December 7, 1861. 
Brigadier-General SCHOEPF, 

Commanding, Somerset : 


GENERAL: The Thirty-first Ohio, ordered to march to your relief, was 
stopped by order of General Buell, and will not probably march, inas- 
much as you have the two Tennessee regiments. With your present force 
you will be able to keep the enemy in check until General Buell’s plans 
are more fully matured. 

In the mean time arrest and forward charges against Captain Dillion, 
and [let] your information in regard to the movements of the enemy be 
as reliable as possible. 

Ammunition for the Seventeenth and Thirty-eighth Regiments will be 
forwarded to-day. 

By order of Brig. Gen. G. H. Thomas: 

GEO. E. FLYNT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





HEADQUARTERS, Somerset, December 7, 1861. 


Brig. Gen, GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding Eastern Division: 


GENERAL: In my communication stating that I had ordered the 
Tennessee regiments to re-enforce me I neglected to say that my order 
also stated not to come if there were any conflicting orders from you. 

As soon as I received the dispatch saying you had sent no re-enforce- 
ments I countermanded my previous order to the Tennessee regiments. 

Having no reliable cavalrymen to carry my dispatches I must have 
recourse to the mail, as it is more certain. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOHPF, 
Brigadier- General. ° 


*See Buell to Thomas, December 9, p. 485. 
31 R R—VOL VII / 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT SOUTHEAST MIssouRI, 
| Cairo, December 8, 1861. 


Capt. J. C. KELTON, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo: 


CAPTAIN: I have just got ina man who spent yesterday in Columbus. 
He reports the enemy strongly fortified there, with fifty-four pieces of 
heavy ordnance—less than I have understood heretofore they had. In 
addition to this they have ten batteries of light artillery, with forty- 
seven regiments of infantry and cavalry, all armed. There is not the 
slightest intention of attacking Cairo, but the strongest apprehension 
exists that Columbus is to be soon attacked. I believe that I have full 
means of keeping posted as to what is going on south of this point and 
will keep you fully informed. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





LOUISVILLE, Ky., December 8, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN: 


My DEAR FRIEND: I have received your letter of the —, and thank 
you very cordially for it. Such encouragement would make a good . 
heutenant of almost any man, and robs him of all claim to credit, no 
matter what he may accomplish. A good programme does not always 
result to our entire satisfaction, but I shall work very hard not to dis- 
appoint your confidence altogether. 

We are gradually getting into position. As fast as the troops get 
their outfit they are moving into place, and in a few days all that have 
arrived will have gone. The quartermaster’s department does not quite 
work up to my exaction, but perhaps I am a little unreasonable. We 
are greatly in want of staff officers and brigadiers. The latter I am 
loath to nominate to you until I know the men better. I have been 
approached in behalf of some who I am satisfied are unfit, and who 
I understand are now being urged by their friends for appointments. 
I certainly hope they will have to wait until they are tried. One of 
them is Colonel Burbridge, a relative of Governor Wright. As for 
staff officers, quartermasters, &c., I have proposed, in dispatches to the 
Adjutant General, either that some shall be sent out speedily, or that 
I may be authorized to appoint, subject to confirmation, and order their 
pay for the time they serve. This plan seems to have the advantage 
of affording the opportunity of dropping those who do not turn out 
well. | ; 

The Kentucky troops, which have heretofore been scattered all over 
the State in innumerable fragments, are gradually getting into regi- 
mental organizations, so that I can do something with them, though 
only a few regiments will probably be in a condition to advance. 
They will not be useless, however. 

I suffer annoyance yet from the officiousness of Governors. They 
send their staff officers to look after the interest of their troops, exchange 
their arms without my knowledge, and keep up a communication in 
other matters which they have no business with. I stop these things 
when they come to my knowledge, and after a while will be able to cor- 
rect them entirely. 
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The return which I sent you yesterday, imperfect as it is, will show 
you something of us on paper. I look upon it as something of a suc- 
cess to have been able to show anything at all; but you will see that 
we have not attained yet to the first indication of efficiency—regularity 
and accuracy in returns. We will be more satisfactory in a few days. 

We are beginning to be a little animated. The other night a party 
of the enemy came within some 10 miles of us and burned a small bridge 
over Bacon Creek, which will be repaired in three or four days, and I 
discovered that they designed to destroy the piers of the Green River 
Bridge, the rebuilding of which is to be commenced in a few days. That 
would have embarrassed my prospective movements, and so I have had 
to put aside the inertion which I was anxious to pursue for the present. 
I have moved McCook’s division forward to Bacon Creek, with a bri gade 
in advance at Munfordville. This will stir our neighbors up a little, 
but it cannot be helped. 

Then, again, Zollicoffer’s force has crossed near Somerset, it is said, 
with six regiments and eight guns. I content myself with sendin g suffi- 
cient re-enforcements under Schoepf to check him. I do not mean to be 
diverted more than is absolutely necessary from what I regard as of the 
first importance—the organization of my forces, now little better than 
a mob. I could fritter the whole of it away in a month by pursuing 
these roving bugbears. 

I had a remarkable example of impudence in my neighhor Buckner 
‘last night. It was a request that his wife, two other ladies, a Con- 
federate Army surgeon, and the corpse of his child might be allowed to 
pass to Louisville. I directed McCook to decline his request courte- 
ously, and courteously conduct his messenger to the other side of Green 
River before daylight. 

Cannot you do something for Fry? I shall write again very soon. I 
hear nothing of the Randall companies. 

Truly, yours, 
D. C. BUELL. 


DECEMBER, 8, 1861. 


Hon. Mr. MAYNARD and Governor JOHNSON, of Tennessee, 
Washington: 

I have received your dispatch.* I assure you I recognize no more — 
imperative duty and crave no higher honor than that of rescuing our 
loyal friends in Tennessee, whose sufferings and heroism I think I can 
appreciate. 

1 have seen Colonel Carter, and hope he is satisfied of this. 

| D. C. BUELL, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





DECEMBER 8, 1861. 
General THOMAS, Lebanon: 

What troops are probably with Schoepf now? What others are on 
the way? Are the Thirty.first Ohio and the Tennessee [regiments] 
moving? Have you further news from Schoepf? . 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


*Of November 7, p. 480. 
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LEBANON, December 8, 1861. 
Brigadier-General BUELL: | 
The two Tennessee [regiments], armed with muskets ; the Seventeenth 
and Thirty-eighth Ohio Regiments, Thirty-third Indiana, armed with. 
rifle muskets, and the Thirty-fifth Ohio, and Hoskins’ regiment are with 
Schoepf by this time or should be. He has also Standart’s Ohio and 
two sections of Hewett’s Kentucky artillery, and some of Wolford’s 
cavalry. The Thirty-first Ohio has not moved since your order to remain 
at Dick Robinson. It is armed with the rifle musket, caliber .58. This 
is well supplied with ammunition. | 
Have not heard trom Schoepf since last night. A telegraph to Colo- 
nel Walker from you would reach him in three hours from Nicholasville. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Vols. 





HEADQUARTERS, Louisville, December 8, 1861. 
(Received Lebanon, December 8, 1861.) 
General THOMAS: | 


The affairs at Somerset are annoying, but I do not intend to be diverted 
more than necessary from more important purposes. I [suppose] Schoept 
will be able to drive the enemy across the river again. 

Keep an eye on Columbia, and be prepared to push a brigade or two 
rapidly to that point. 

- Organize and equip your brigades as rapidly as possible. See that 
they have ammunition. 
D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier- General. 


WASHINGTON, December 8, 1861. 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS: 


GENERAL: I have your letter of the 23d ultimo.* The same mail 
brought other letters, giving me sad accounts of that horrible night 
march from London. 

You are still farther from East Tennessee than when I Jeft you nearly 
six weeks ago. There is shameful wrong somewhere; I have not yet 
satisfied myself where. That movement so far has been disgraceful to 
the country and to allconcerned. I feel a sense of personal degradation 
from my own connection with it greater than from any other part of my 
public actions. My heart bleeds for these Tennessee troops. I learn 
they have not yet been paid, and are left without either cavalry or artil- 
lery at London, and not permitted to do what is their daily longing—go 
to the relief of their friends at home. With Nelson and the measles 
and blue-grass and nakedness and hunger and poverty and home-sick- - 
ness, the poor fellows have had a bitter experience since they left their 
homes to serve a Government which as yet has hardly given them a 
word of kindly recognition. The soldiers of all the other States have 
a home government to look after them. These have not, and but for 
Carter, who has been like a father to them, they would have suffered 
still more severely. That they at times get discouraged and out of 
heart I do not wonder. My assurances to them have failed so often, 
that I should be ashamed to look them in the face. 


*Not found. 
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Thave not seen the newspaper strictures you refer to; but I can easily 
understand their character. Before I left the West I saw articles in 
the Cincinnati papers of a most mischievous character and tendency, 
and I thought I had arranged to have the writers hunted out and 
whipped; but I suppose it was not done. I mentioned the matter to 
General McClellan one day. Said he, “Why does he not expel them 
from his camps?” A professed newspaper correspondent is a public 
nuisance and should be abated accordingly. . 

T cannot approve your determination simply to “obey orders.” The 
country has conferred upon you high rank in her armies, and she has a 
right to expect that you will bring all your abilities to her aid in sus- 
taining her flag. You do wrong in allowing personal indignities, come 
from what quarter they may, to diminish your activity in her service. 

With renewed assurance of confidence and sympathy, I am, very 


respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HORACE MAYNARD. 





LOUISVILLE, Ky., December 9, 1861. 
(Received Washington, December 9, 1861.) 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 


I wrote you last night; received your two letters to-day. Will write 
again to-night. _ 
Our ill-timed friends have destroyed the railroad bridge over the 
Whippoorwill, near Russellville. I tried to stop it, but was too late. 
: D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General. 





HEADQUARTERS, Louisville, December 9, 1861. 
General THOMAS: 
Will determine in regard to the movement of the Twelfth Brigade, 
which you suggest, when I hear whether the Tennessee regiments moved 
on Schoepf’s call. Have you heard whether they did? What news 


from him? 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Lovisa, Ky., VIA MAYSVILLE, December 9, 1861. 
General BUELL, Commanding: 


I have reliable information that the secessionists are 4,000 strong in 
Prestonburg, Ky., with a re-enforcement near at hand of 2,000, ard 
six pieces of artillery; Jenkins’ 1,200 cavalry composing a part. 


In haste, yours, 6 
L. T. MOORE. 





HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH BRIGADE, 
Somerset, Ky., December 9, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding Eastern Division, Lebanon: 

GENERAL: We arrived here this afternoon. On the forenoon of the 
Tth instant I received a dispatch from Brigadier-General Schoepf, telling 
me he had fallen back 3 miles from Somerset, and requiring me to join 
him “instantly.” 
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T Sroke up camp at once and started the First and Second East Ten- 
nessee Regiments. A messenger was sent to overtake Colonel Garrard, 
with orders for him to return, bring forward the remaining public stores, 
and join me with as little delay as possible. 

This morning, when 12 miles from this place, I received another dis- 
patch from Brigadier-General Schoepf, to the effect that Colonel Garrard 
was to remain at either London or Pittman’s. In compliance with it I 
. forwarded orders to Colonel Garrard, requiring him to remain at one of 
those places. 

My brigade is temporarily broken up, and I should like, if consistent 
with the exigencies of the service, to have it brought together as soon 
as possible. 

From the best information I have had our position is rather a critical 
one; the force of the enemy—even at the lowest estimate—is nearly 
double ours, and they are but some 7 miles off. We certainly need re-en- 
forcements, and I hope they will be sent forward before we are attacked 
by such unequal odds. 

The road between this and London is passable by wagons. There is 
much delay at the river and some very steep and rough hills; still they 
can be passed with moderate loads. Artillery would have some trouble 
in overcoming some of the hills. 

There is another road called the Old Road, which is some 6 miles 
nearer—37 miles—than the one via Sublimity, but is rough, although, 
from all I have been able to learn, the hills are not so steep. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. CARTER, 


Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding Twelfth Brigade. 





SoMERSET, Ky., December 9, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding Eastern Division, Kentucky : 

GENERAL: Yours of the 7th is at hand. In a hasty note of the 8th 
I stated to you the state of affairs about Somerset. I have little to com- 
municate in addition to what I then wrote, viz, that the enemy is on 
this side of the river and within 7 miles of us. His force, from the most 
reliable information, consists of nine regiments of infantry, 3,500 cavalry, 
and twelve pieces of artillery. : 

My force, including the Tennesseeans, just arrived, will not amount 
to more than 5,000. I have no cavalry that can be relied on. I have 
ten pieces of artillery. 

My command is necessarily scattered, having several points to defend, 
it being uncertain by which of the several approaches to the village the 
enemy will make his appearance. 

From the above you must see the necessity of my being immediately 
re-enforced. My communications for the last seven or eight days have, 
I think, fully shown this necessity. 

I shall meet the enemy, be the result what it may. 

I have ordered Captain Dillion to report to your headquarters in arrest. 
Charges will be forwarded per next mail. 

We received about two days’ supply of provisions from Lebanon to- 
day. We were entirely out. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Brigade. 
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LEBANON, Ky., December 9, 1861. 
Brigadier-General BUELL: 

Have not heard from General Schoepf since his fall-back, except that 
he had countermanded the order for the movement of the Tennessee 
regiments. He has no confidence in his cavalry, and sent his dispatch 
by mail. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General. 





HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH BRIGADE, 
Columbia, Ky., December 9, 1861. 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS: 


DEAR Sire: I learn from Judge Green, of Russell, a most reliable citi- 

zen and truly loyal, that the rebels under Generals Zollicoffer and Oul- 
lom, after crossing the Cumberland, have sent part of their forces on 
this side the river, in direction of this place. He believes it is the pur- 
pose of the enemy to move on this point. I hardly think they will ven- 
ture by the Somerset and Columbia road to this place. I have thrown 
out scouts on that road and to two other points on the Cumberland. 
- General Cullom—Bill Cullom—former Clerk of Congress—joined Zol- 
licoffer last Tuesday or Wednesday with 4,000 men. This is reliable; 
I have it unmistakably. Mr. Rufus Ingram, brother-in-law of Cullom, 
informs me of the certainty of it. He says they have 11,000 men, 
pretty well armed, with eight or twelve guns. Zollicoffer has united 
with his forces those of General Cullom and Colonel Stanton. 

You cannot drive him back with less than 10,000 troops. If you do 
not prepare to do this, the enemy will be in the center of the State. 

Respectfully,’ | J. T. BOYLE. 








LOUISVILLE, Ky., December 10, 1861. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, 
: Commanding U. S. Army: 


My DEAR FRIEND: As I informed you by telegraph, I received your 
letters of the 3d and 5th. I have by no means been unmindful of your’ 
wishes in regard to East Tennessee, and I think I can both appreciate 
and unite in your sympathy for a people who have shown so much con- 
stancy. That constancy will stiil sustain them until the hour of deliver- 
ance. I have no fear of their being crushed. The allegiance of such 
people to hated rulers, even if it could be enforced for the moment, will 
only make them the more determined and ready to resist when the hour 
of rescue comes. 

The organization of the division at Lebanon has been with special 
reference to the object which you have so much at heart, though fortu- 
natily it is one which suits any contingencies that can arise. I shall 
hasten its preparation with all the energy and industry I can bring to 
bear. The plans which I have in view embrace that fully; but the 
details and the final determination, while there is yet time to watch the 
progress of circumstances which might affect our plans vitally, I think 
I should lack that ordinary discretion by which | hope to retain your 
confidence if [I did not reserve. When the preparation of that division 
is complete, which I hope will be very soon, if I then see reasons why 
it should be merged into the general line of operations I will give you 
the reasons, and you shall be the judge of them; and if you do not see 
force in them, I assure you I will pursue your views with as much zeal 
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and hopefulness, and perhaps more energy, than if I entirely concurred 
in them. You do not know me well yet if you think I cannot do this. 

And now for the other side of the field: I feel more anxiety about it 
than any other, because I have less control over the means that ought 
to bear on it, and have less knowledge of their details if I had the con- 
trol. Ido not know well—scarcely at all—the description and capacity 
of the gunboats and transports that are to be used, and I do not know 
anything about the quality of the troops and officers. I have not seen 
Smith for seven years, and am afraid to judge him. I have never rated 
him as highly as some men. The expedition requires nothing more, as 
matters now stand, than ordinary nerve and good judgment and ability 
to command men. The troops ought of course to be the best we can 
command. The object is not to fight great battles and storm impreg- 
nable fortifications, but by.demonstrations and maneuvering to prevent 
the enemy from concentrating his scattered forces. In doing. this it 
must be expected there will be some fighting; it may be pretty good 
fighting. I suppose that 10,000 men, with two batteries, would not be 
too great an estimate for each of the rivers, if the enemy should do all 
that he probably can do. The precise manner of conducting the expedi- 
tions depends so much on local knowledge that I can hardly venture on 
its details; but at least the expeditions should go as rapidly as possible 
to the nearest point to where the road crosses the peninsula; that is, to 
Dover and I‘ort Henry. And the first thing there to be done is to destroy 
the bridges and ferries; then act momentarily on the defensive, unless 
the weakness of the enemy or a trepidation in his force should give a 
good opportunity to attack. I think the first serious opposition will be 
found at Fort Henry and at an island battery 4 or 5 miles below Dover, 
but my information is not very complete as to the strength of these 
works. It would probably be necessary to stop there. Fort Henry is 
said by civilians to be strong. I cannot learn yet the number of guns. 

There have been some 7,000 troops there. We will probably find 
that number there. It is about 6 miles below the railroad bridge. I 
Should not expect to meet any considerable force at Dover, but perhaps 
7,009 or 8,000 at Clarksville, where they are fortifying. If they succeed 
in getting out of Bowling Green, which I believe they will try to do as 
.soon as they see us advancing unless their force and armament are 
increased, of course the number at Clarksville may be expected to be 
greater. 

The demonstration on Columbus and the Mississippi should at least 
be on such a scale that it can be converted into a real attack if they 
destroy anything; better still if it can attack in any event. 

You must be patient if you find my letter vague and unsatisfactory. 
I have had to satisfy a deputation, acting under a joint resolution of 
the Legislature, that it was hardly necessary or expedient at this time 
to appoint a certain person “ provost-marshal, with all proper power, 
and giving to him such military force as he may deem essential for a 
prompt and proper enforcement and execution of the laws and a sup- 
pression of all lawless and marauding excursions into Northeastern Ken- 
tucky.” I believe I succeeded pretty well, and perhaps after that I 
ought not to have attempted a coherent letter. Your own judgment 
will satisfy its deficiencies. Please have Rosecrans take care of his 
revolted subjects along the Big Sandy. We are established at Mun- 
fordville. 

Truly, yours, D. C. BUELL. 


P. S.—It will seem rather wordy for me to say that early action is of 
the greatest importance when I am myself unable to appoint a day; 
but not a day should be lost. 
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LOUISVILLE, December 10, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN: 


I have not overlooked Prestonburg, but their tardiness in organizing 
has prevented me from using readily the onlv troops I have available 
for that service. One regiment, Colonel Moore’s Kentucky, has already 
been ordered there; is indeed now at Louisa, being mustered in. I shall 
send another infantry regiment and two or three squadrons of cavalry, 
that will make a force fully equal to the demand of the people interested 
in that section. 

D. C. BUELL. 
Brigadier- General. 





[DECEMBER 10, 1861.—From McClellan to Halleck, in relation: to 
affairs in Missouri and contemplated co-operation with Buell, see Series 
1, Vol. VIII.] 





HEADQUARTERS, December 10, 1861, 
(Received Lebanon, December 10, 1861.) 
General THOMAS: 


Order five companies of Wolford’s cavalry to march forthwith to Pres- 
tonburg or Piketon, moving by way of Danville, Lexington, and Mount 
Sterling, the lieutenant-colonel to command. 

Take the companies from Campbellsville or Columbia, as you think 
best. 

By command: 

JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


Hpqgrs. ELEVENTH BRIGADE, U. 8S. VOLUNTEERS, 
Columbia, Ky., December 10, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, | 
Headquarters, Lebanon, Ky.: 

Str: My scouts sent out yesterday at noon, under Captain Owens, of 
Colonel Wolford’s cavalry, have just returned, and report the enemy 
across the Cumberland on this side. The scouts approached within 6 
miles of the enemy’s camp. Their camp is 31 miles of this place, near 
the Columbia and Somerset road. 

Captain Owens is a native of Pulaski County, and is thoroughly 
acquainted with the country and distances and with all the people. 
He learned from a trustworthy Union citizen in the vicinity of their 
camp that most if not all of their forces had crossed the Cumberland. 
They claimed to have others yet to cross. They claimed to have 30,000 
men. Captain Owens believes they have from 10,000 to 12,000 men. 
They effected the crossing by an extensive raft of logs. 

The rebels beat up for recruits in Wayne County last week and enlisted 
over 200 men. Their forces are increasing from recruits of rebels in Ken- 
tucky and new forces from Tennessee. 

The enemy are between General Schoepf and the forces here. It is 
believed and understood to be their purpose to hold with part of their 
force the forces of General Schoepf in check, and with the greater por- 
tion of their army move on Columbia, and, cutting us off, join Buckner’s 
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forces or hold this section, and prevent a flank movement on Bowling 
Green. 

Would it not be well to increase the force here, and throw sufficient 
numbers here to protect the sick and stores, and move on the enemy 
by the road to Somerset, General Schoepf making a simultaneous move- 
ment upon them from the other side? I notify you now that the enemy 
is in force on this side the Cumberland, and will most probably move in 
this direction. 

The forces here are greatly disabled by sickness. The morning report 
Showed over 1,000 sick and absent, and the strength of the forces here 
does not exceed 2,500 effective men who could be brought into action, 
exclusive of some 300 of Wolford’s cavalry and including Haggard’s 
cavalry. 

The forces here cannot fall back with all their sick and stores. Three 
of the regiments have no ambulances, and some have no wagons, and 
only one, the Nineteenth Ohio, is supplied fully with transportation. 
The sick and the stores here must be protected. 

Concentrate your forces here and with General Schoepf and move 
them simultaneously upon the enemy, and you will effectually cut him 
_ off. If this is done, it must be done immediately. I shall expect forces 
to defend this place and move on the enemy. If you have a brigadier- 
general of experience, you can place the forces under his command, or 
I will lead them with such ability as I possess. 

Let me hear from you. 

Respectfully, &c., 
J. T. BOYLE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Hpqgrs. ELEVENTH BRIGADE, U. 8. ARMY, 
Columbia, Ky., December 10, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THomAs, Lebanon, Ky.: 


Sir: I inclose you letter from Mr. George Bryan, clerk of Russell 
County, Kentucky, a man well known to me to be honest, true, and 
trustworthy. His information confirms and is corroborated by report 
of my scouts, except as to the number of the enemy’s force. 

A captain of Tennessee militia, who was notified to draft one-half his 
command and report to headquarters at Monroe, Overton County, Ten- 
nessee, reported here with 44 of his men. He expects 160 more en route 
for these headquarters. 

The enemy are drafting the loyal citizens of Clinton and Wayne. 
Probably the 200 recruits reported as obtained in Wayne were drafted 
and impressed. 

Respectfully, &c., 
| J. T. BOYLE, 
Acting Brigadier- General. 


[{Inclosure. ] 


JAMESTOWN, Ky., December 9, 1861. 
Col. T. E. BRAMLETTE, Columbia, Ky.: 

DEAR COLONEL: I have the following facts reliable, viz: Zollicoffer’s 
forces are all across Cumberland River, except the Mississippi regiment 
and about 300 men under Colonel McRea; the latter are camped at 
Hiram Hall’s, in Wayne. The Mississippi regiments are camped at Mill 


Car. XVII] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. A491 


Springs. There are about 5,000 across in camp on the hill opposite Mill 
Springs. . 

This comes from a gentleman just in from Wayne, who lives near Hall’s. 
He says he has been at Mill Springs and saw all that he reports, and 
knows that it is true. He was there when the Scouting party came in 
that had the brush «ut Rowena on Sunday ; they reported one of their 
number killed, one horse wounded, and several pistols and guns lost, 
and some other minor injuries received. They rear and curse and swear 
vengeance against Rowena. | 

Yours, &e., GEORGE BRYAN. 


P. S.—He says nine regiments bave gone up to Mill Springs; thinks 
there are about 6,500 or 7,000 in all Zollicotter’s forces, 





Camp Woon, Bacon Creek, December 11, 1861. 
Capt. J. B. Fry, 


Assistant Adjutant- General, Chief of Staff: 

I wish authority to call upon Colonel Turchin’s force, if necessary. 
Seventy-five rebel cavalry came up to Woodsonville at 5 a. m. this 
morning, got behind a house, and fired a volley. Our pickets returned 
it. The rebels fled. Hindman encamped at Bear Wallow last night 
With 4,000 men. I will watch him. 

McCOOK. 





Camp NEVIN, December 11, 1861. 
Capt. OLIVER D. GREENE, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


I am all right and safe here. A return would almost be disastrous 
to my division unless some serious flank movement is taking place. I 
hope the general will rescind the order. How far Shall I fall back ? 

McCOOK. 


s 





LEBANON, December 11, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL: 


Have just received a dispatch from General Boyle. His scouts sent 
out on the 9th had returned and reported the enemy this side of the 
Cumberland, within 30 miles of Columbia. Captain Owens, of Wolford’s 
cavalry, is a native of Pulaski. He learned from a trustworthy Union 
citizen in the vicinity of their camp that most if not all of their forces had 
crossed the Cumberland. They claimed to have others yet tocross. They 
claimed to have 30,000 men. Captain Owens believed they had from - 
10,000 to 12,000. General Boyle asks me for re-enforcements. I have 
sent a copy of his communication by mail.* Have not heard from 
Schoepf. Should have done so by this time. 

GEO. H. THOMAS. 





HEADQUARTERS, December 11, 1861. 
(Received Lebanon, December 11, 1861.) 
General THOMAS: 
Does General Boyle report the enemy advancing on Columbia? At 
what place or on what road are they? What kind of troops are they 
composed of? | ) 





*See p. 489. 
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Order General Boyle to take a strong position where he is and fortify 
himself. 

Order General Ward to move his command forward at once to Green 
River, so as to be ready to re-enforce Columbia in case of an actual 
attack. | 

Be prepared to move promptly in any direction, but keep up the 
regular duties of your command. Can you not communicate speedily 
with Schoepf through Liberty? Answer. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





LEBANON, December 11, 1861. 
General D. C. BUELL: 

General Boyle believes the enemy will advance on Columbia by the 
Somerset road. They are infantry, artillery, and cavalry. He believes 
they will attempt to hold Schoepf in check with a part of their force and 
advance on Columbia with the main body. Cannot now communicate 
with Schoepf by Liberty ; that road leads through the enemy’s lines. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General. 





HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH BRIGADE, 
Columbia, December 11, 1861. 
(Received December 12, 1861.) 
General THomaAs, U.S. A., 
Commanding Division, Lebanon, Ky.: 

Sir: lam fully satisfied General Zollicoffer’s forces do not exceed 7,500. 
They are increasing from the drafted recruits from Tennessee and some 
from Kentucky. 

A spy sent to Mill Springs says the force is not over 7,500, and he 
believes it is about 6,500, though enemy represent it very much larger. 
He says that only about one-half had crossed the river. 

I learn satisfactorily that the force is increased daily by accessions of 
new recruits. ill-clad and poorly armed, and many without arms. | 

There is no doubt the enemy expect to furnish supplies up the Cumber- 
land, such as arms, clothing, &c. The enemy have eight pieces of artil- 
lery, two large guns, and six 6-pounders. 

Wolford has moved the larger part of his forces to Billy Williams’ on 
Green River. The others will move as soon as transportation can be 
had. I have directed him to report to me daily as to movement of the 
enemy. He is only 16 miles from this place, in direction in which I 
have been sending scouts. 

I have no quartermaster, no commissary, no blanks of any kind. Can 
you have them furnished? 

Respectfully, &c., J. T. BOYLE, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Hpers. First DIvIsIoN, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Lebanon, Ky., December 12, 1861. 
Brigadier-General BUELL: | 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky.: 
GENERAL: I this morning ordered Capt. R. C. Webster, assistant 
quartermaster, to repair to Somerset and report to Brigadier-General 
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Schoepf for duty on his staff, directing Captain Webster to hire as many 
wagons as he could procure in the neighborhood of Nicholasville and 
Danville, to be used in transporting provisions, ammunition, and other 
supplies from Nicholasville to Somerset. It will be as much as we can 
do here, with the means ‘at the disposal of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment, to keep up a supply at Somerset and to enable me to move from 
here with my command. It is absolutely necessary thatthe wagons and 
teams required for by Captain Gillem when in Louisville should be for- — 
warded to this place as rapidly as possible. 
I sent dispatches last night to Generals Boyle and Ward immediately 
after the reception of the telegram from you. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Vols. 





HpeRs. ELEVENTH BRIGADE, U.S. VOLUNTEERS, 
Columbia, Ky., December 12, 1861. 
General THomaAs, U. S. A., | 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon, Ky.: 

GENERAL: [have kept scouts in the direction of Glasgow and Edmon- 
ton, and yesterday morning my men returned after visiting Edmonton. 
The enemy had been there the day before with 160 cavalry. They evi- 
dently purpose to control or prevent the election for member of the 
Legislature on Saturday. I have intended to send several hundred cav- 
alry to Edmonton on Saturday morning. 

Rev. Mr. Crenshaw, of Louisville, a Methodist circuit rider or elder, is 
here this evening from Glasgow this morning. He intorms me that Col- 
onel Hindman passed up from Bowling Green with 7,000 men, with the view 
of marching on this place. He was at a place called Horse Well and 
near Bear Wallow, moving in this direction. 

The secessionists at Glasgow expected a collision here to-day and an 
easy victory. Mr. Crenshaw did not see the infantry forces, but he saw 
and counted 350 Texas Rangers, or cavalry troops. They were to join 
Hindman. The rebels at Glasgow understood your forces are in posses- 
sion of Munfordville and with forces south of Green River. 

[have scouts out in direction of Edmonton, Glasgow, and Greensburg, 
besides toward the Cumberland. 3 

It seems to me that the forces here ought to have accession of at least 
abattery of artillery. Wecertainly need such arm of defense here now. 

If Hindman shall be found advancing upon us, I will order up the 
forces from Campbellsville. 

Colonel Hobson is now at Green River Bridge, about 13 miles from this 
place. I think he should locate several miles this side the bridge, leav- 
ing a company to guard the bridge until some other takes his place. 


Respectfully, 
J. T. BOYLE, — 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Hp@Rs. ELEVENTH BRIGADE, U. 8. VOLUNTEERS, 
Columbia, December 12, 1861. 
General THOMAS, U.S. A. 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon, Ky. : 
GENERAL: I directed Colonel Bramlette, with two companies from his 
regiment and two companies from the Ninteenth Ohio, to proceed on 
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the Pulaski or Somerset road and take and occupy the most available 
position of defense, having regard to water, &c., and to take with him 
Lieutenant Bonter, (?) temporarily on my staff, a fine engineer, to aid 
him. ° 

After an examination of the grounds, we regard the most available 

point of defense at and near the crossing of Russell’s Creek, on the 
Somerset road, northeast of and near the town. Such defenses as will 
be required can soon be formed. With a battery of artillery the place 
can be held against considerable odds. Can we not be supported with 
a battery? 
_ The rebel cavalry who crossed the Cumberland into Russell County 
have, it is reported, killed 50 or 60 of the loyal and defenseless citizens. 
I ordered part of Wolford’s and part of Haggard’s cavalry to the relief 
of the country. Can I at my discretion move one or more regiments to 
or in the direction of Cumberland, to give protection to the country on 
the Cumberland and hold the enemy in check? 

If General Schoepf is moving on the enemy from the other direction, 
can I not be ordered up to attack from this side simultaneously, the 
movement being understood by General Schoepf? 

If there is not reason to expect an attack here or a very early move- 
ment forward, I desire leave of absence for several days. I have no 
uniforms, no clothing, and no arms. I have no uniform or arms of any 
kind. There are other reasons rendering it necessary for me to be ab- 
sent for some days which I do not give. | 

Colonel Beatty, of Nineteenth Ohio, was mustered into service August 
10, but has no commission yet. Colonel Bramlette’s commission is of 
10th September, 1861. 

Respectfully, &c., 
J. T. BOYLE, 
Acting Brigadier. General. 


HpDQrs. ELEVENTH BRIGADE, U. S. VOLUNTEERS, 
Columbia, Ky., December 12, 1861. 


Brigadier-General THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division: 

GENERAL: General Boyle directs me to say your dispatch and order 
of 11th instant is just-received and acted upon. A force is detailed to 
commence the work immediately. 

The general further directs me to say that reliable information, ob- 
tained from various sources, reports the enemy’s cavalry, 500 strong, on 
this side the Cumberland River, at Creelsborough and Rowena. They 
have seized many citizens and one sick soldier of Colonel Wolford’s 
command. | 

On receipt of the news last night the general ordered Lieutenant- 
Colonel Letcher, with a portion of Colonel Wolford’s cavalry remaining 
here and a portion of Haggard’s regiment, to march to Creelsborough 
and Rowena. Colonel Wolford, who had advanced to Williams’, accord- 
Ing to your orders, was sent down to co-operate with Letcher, and Colonel 
Haggard, who was conveying a large party of Tennesseeans from Burkes- 
ville to this place, was also ordered in that direction. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN BOYLE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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LEBANON, December 12, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL: 


Dispatch from General Boyle just received. His spy sent to Mill 
Springs, just returned, reports the enemy not over 7 000 strong, accord- 
ing to their statement. Spy believes they are not over 6,500. He was 
through their camp. They have but eight pieces of artillery. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General. 





Hpgrs. ELEVENTH BRIGADE, U. S. VOLUNTEERS, 
Columbia, Ky., December 12, 1861. 
General WARD, 
Near Green River Bridge: 


GENERAL: General Boyle directs me to write that your communica- 
tion is received, and, should occasion demand, notice will be immedi- 
ately given you of the necessity of the advance of your command. 

The rebel cavalry have ravaged the country on this side the Cumber- 
land River in the neighborhood of Jamestown and Rowena in a rapid 
march, killing some citizens and making prisoners of others. Colonels 
Wolford and Haggard are in close pursuit. 

Scouts report the rebels advancing from Glasgow towards this place 
and citizens confirm the report. No alarm is felt, however. It is said 
7,000 are under Hindman at Bear Wallow and Horse Well. 

Advices of all movements of the enemy have been transmitted to 
division headquarters. 

The general requests that you will urge the commanding general of 
this division to send forward to this point a battery and one or two more 
well-drilled regiments. 

Respectiully, &c., your obedient servant, 
JOHN BOYLE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 





HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH BRIGADE, 
Near Somerset, Ky., December 12, 1861. 
(Received December 16, 1861.) 
Capt. GEORGE FE. Fiynt, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division, Lebanon, Ky.: 


CAPTAIN: Since my arrival at this place I have received Special 
Orders, No. 23, detaching the Twelfth Brigade from First Division, and 
requiring me to report direct to department headquarters. 

Lhe consolidated reports of the First and Second East Tennessee and 
Third Kentucky Regiments were forwarded direct to department head- 
quarters. Is it necessary for me to send duplicates to headquarters 
First Division ? 

Reports this afternoon say that the rebel Zollicoffer is throwing up 
defenses this side the river, near Mill Springs. If this is the case, he 
could be readily captured by sending a force from Columbia via James- 
town to Monticello and taking him in rear. 

Unless there is a prospect of doing something very soon, I wish to 
return to my position in front of Cumberland Gap. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. CARTER, 


Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding Tuelfth Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Somerset, Ky., December 12, 1861. 
(Received December 16, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding Division, Lebanon: 

GENERAL: Having obtained much information relative to the face of 
the adjacent country, its roads, streams, and crossings, together with 
the ranges and haunts of the enemy, I would respectfully otter the fol- 
lowing suggestion: 

Let a respectable force move from Columbia along the road leading 
to Somerset until it reaches the salt-works, at the head of Fishing 


Creek ; by ‘this time its movements will have attracted the attention of 
the enemy, now on the river near the mouth of this creek. 

At this moment let me cross the river with the principal part of my 
force at a point due south of Somerset (which I can do). The enemy, on 
being crowded by the Columbia force, will attempt to recross the river, 
when, with that force in his rear and mine in front (south side of the 
river), his capture must be certain. 

What do you say to this plan? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
A. SCHOEPF, | 
Brigadier- General. 





[DECEMBER 12, 1861.—General Orders, No. 24, Department of the 
Missouri. See Series I, Vol. VIII, p. 481.] 





DECEMBER 13, 1861. 
General McCook, Camp Nevin: 


I shall have a regular pontoon bridge ready for Munfordville to-mor- 
row, but may not send it for the present. Will Johnson’s arrangements 
make a bridge that can be depended on permanently ? I don’t want 
anything done in front that will attract any more attention than can be 
avoided, but be vigilant and ready, without even letting your command 
know it. Where is cross-roads? 

D.C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


DECEMBER 13, 1861. 
General NELSON, New Haven; 


Get your division in hand at the earliest possible moment, so that if 
called on it may move at once. Report by telegraph and mail what you 
require—ammunition, transportation, Xe. 

Examine at once the roads in front of you in all directions. 

| D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





DECEMBER 13, 1861. 
General THOMAS, Lebanon: 
What is your latest news from Schoepf, and what does he say? Has 
he changed position? What is the enemy’s position? 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH BRIGADE, 
Columbia, Ky., December 13, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Headquarters Lebanon, Ky.: 


GENERAL: I inclose note from Colonel Haggard. See it; read it. 
Send me two regiments and at least one battery. We will go to the 
devil before we retreat from here. We can’t retreat. The responsi- 
bility be on the proper authorities. Shall we be attacked by Zollicofter 
aud by Hindman at same time? Send us two regiments and two bat- 
teries, in addition to the small force of General Ward, and we will take 
both and move to Glasgow. 

My pickets from direction of Glasgow and Edmonton have not returned 
this morning. I have no news from that direction. Ifthe enemy crosses 
the Cumberland, I move the forces under my command and give battle 
at all hazards. ; 

Send up a battery or section of battery. I see no reason in retaining 
all means of defense and attack at Lebanon, as they must some time be 
moved in this section. : 

If you have the power, I shall expect a battery and re-enforcements. 


vespectfully, &c., 
| J. T. BOYLE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure. ] 


CREELSBOROUGH, December 13, 1861—1 a. m. 
(Received December 13, 1861.) | 
General BOYLE: 

DEAR Str: We reached this place at dark, expecting an attack every 
moment since our arrival. -I placed pickets out upon every road reach- 
ing this place. 

Our pickets from the Rowena road have just come in, bringing us 
information that is reliable that 300 men had crossed the river at that 
point this evening and a large force on the opposite bank were crossing 
(said to be 3,000 at least). Their pickets came in the hearing of ours 
and returned towards Rowena. 

Had you not better send us all the cavalry under your command in 
Columbia? They have killed several persons at that pomt and robbed 
the citizens of the town. Write me immediately what to do. 

D. R. HAGGARD, 
Colonel Cavalry. 





HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH BRIGADE, 
Columbia, December 13, 1861. 
(Received December 14, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, ~ 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon, Ky.: 

GENERAL: Since [ wrote you my scouts have returned, and up to 11 
o’clock there is no reliable news of interest. My last contains all up to 
this writing, 2 o’clock p. m. " 

There are many rumors of advance of the enemy, but I regard them 
as unfounded; yet there is a prevailing belief here that we are in dan- 
ger of an attack. 

Colonel Wolford was here this morning. The remainder of his cavalry 
have gone, with their transportation, to Green River, in Casey County. 


32 R R—VOL VII 
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Wolford was at Jamestown yesterday. The rebels left between 12 
o'clock and daylight, before he reached there. They went up the Cum- 
berland on this side. They came down from opposite Mill Springs and 
passed down to Rowena, at which place they destroyed the ferry flat- 
boats and canoes gathered there, and killed several Home Guards and 
robbed the citizens. They robbed several of the stores and houses in 
Jamestown and made the women give up the shirts and other clothing 
ot their husbands. Jonathan Williams, an old citizen and many years 
sheriff of this county, was killed. He was a quiet, inoffensive old man, 
but true to his country. 

Colonel Wolford expresses the belief that the enemy have a consid- 
erable cavalry force on this side at Mill Springs and only a small body 
of infantry. | 

Respectfully, 
J. T. BOYLE. 





HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH BRIGADE, 
Columbia, Ky., December 13, 1861. 
| (Received December 14, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEoRGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon, Ky.: 

GENERAL: The people, even the good Union people, circulate the 
most devilish lies in regard to the enemy, and our own scouts, without 
they are selected with care, are not reliable. We have had every form 
of rumor in the last two days, and nearly the whole of them are false. 
The rebels were at Rowena, and shot two or three men, but killed none. 
They wounded old man Williams and took him off. They robbed sev- 
eral stores and houses in Jamestown and took off a good deal of cloth- 
ing. They took off a number of horses with them, and it is reported 
took off eleven of the citizens. 

The scouts and people from Monroe and Allen Counties say there is 
no enemy in that direction. I keep scouts out for from 12 to 25 miles 
and even farther. I think it likely the enemy have 350 Texas Rangers 
in Metealte County to-night. They intend to defeat the election. I had 
purposed to send more cavalry down to enable the people to hold the 
election. I may seud a force to one precinct in the morning. 

Colonel Hindman is still at Bear Wallow, so far as I can learn. I 
cannot hear of any advance in this direction; he cannot be far from the 
yailroad and not very distant from Munfordville. I believe it is a feint, 
to deceive his men with the idea that they are to fight. 

Captain Flynt addressed a note to the colonel of the Fifty-ninth Ohio 
in regard to their wagons. . I ordered the colonel to retain the wagons, 
and he is in no sense to be blamed. 1 did it for the reason that they 
have not the necessary transportation, and that there was reason to 
believe it would be required here. 

Respectfully, Sc., 
J. T. BOYLE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





LEBANON, Ky., December 14, 1861. 


_Brigadier-General BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 
The five companies of First Kentucky Cavalry have not arrived here 
yet. General Boyle wrote me day before yesterday that he had sent 
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Colonel Wolford towards Jamestown to watch the enemy. The whole 
regiment was absent when the order reached Columbia. I think it 
likely they will be here by to-morrow or next day. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8S. Volunteers. 





LEBANON, Ky., December 14, 1861. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Louwisville, Ky.: 


I have received no letter from General Schoepf since the 10th. An 
officer was here yesterday direct from the Thirty-fifth Ohio. He left 
Somerset on the 12th. General Schoepf believed at that time that the 
enemy was returning across the Cumberland, but he could get no posi- 
tive information, as he could not rely on his cavalry. Schoepf’s posi- 
tion is on Fishing Creek, between Somerset and Mill Springs. 

: GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 





Hpgrs. First DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 

| Lebanon, Ky., December 14, 1861. 

Brigadier-General SCHOEPF, 
Commanding at Somerset, Ky.: : 

GENERAL: General Boyle writes me from Columbia that the enemy’s 
cavalry came down the Cumberland from Mill Springs as far as James- 
town, doing much damage, but returned between 12 o’clock and daylight 
on the night [morning] of the 12th. He further says that Colonel Wol- 
ford reported to him that there is a considerable force of cavalry en- 
camped on this side of the Cumberland, opposite Mill Springs, and that 
very few of the infantry have crossed. 7 

I also learn from a man who says he has been into their camp tha 
their force is not over 6,500, if that. They have but eight pieces of 
artillery. J have written to General Buell about the cavalry, but I am 
afraid with but little success. He has no cavalry which can be relied 
on very much, and has ordered five companies of Wolford’s cavalry to 
go to Prestonburg. . 

Respecttuily, &c., 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. &. Volunteers, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS, Somerset, Ky., December 14, 1861. 
(Received December 18, 1861.) 
rig. Gen. GEorGE H. THOMAS, 7 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon, Ky.: 

GENERAL: Since my last communication things have been quiet about 
Somerset. 3 

This evening my scouts brought in a contraband—a colored boy, about 
26 years of age, who states that he is or was the servant of Lieutenant 
Allen, of a Tennessee regiment, C.S. Army. This boy was sent out from 
the enemy’s camp about 12 m. to-day with the dinner of his master (Lieu- 
tenant Allen), then on picket guard, but, mistaking his road, fell into 
the hands of our scouts. 
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This is quite an intelligent boy, and gives the following statement: 
The enemy are principally on this side the river, fortifying at a point 
near Mill Springs and expecting an attack from us. His force consists 
of one Alabama regiment ( ); one Mississippi regiment (Newman); 
one Tennessee regiment (Stanton); one Tennessee regiment (Murray) ; 
one Tennessee regiment (Curran); one not known (Shaw); one regiment 
cavalry (Tennessee), Colonel Bridgman; one regiment eavalry, Ten- 
nessee ( ); three single companies cavalry, Captains Sanson, 
Bledsoe, and . Major Helveti was shot in the arm, and (with 
15 men of the Thirty-tifth Ohio) will be sent to Nashville to-day. They . 
have eight pieces of artillery—two brass 6-pounders, four iron guns, is 
not certain as to their caliber—and two short brass pieces (howitzers). 
They have two regiments on the other side of the river (infantry and 
one company of cavalry), the latter kept as scouts. 

What shall I do with the contraband? 

Very respectfully, yours, | A. SCHOEPEH, 
Brigadier- General. 














LOUISVILLE, December 15, 1861—12 p. m. 
Major-General McCLELLAN: . 


Captain Prime and a Major Helveti were taken prisoners at Somerset. 
It was not reported to me until I inquired, seeing it published. Weare 
gradually meving up, and have occasionally a few shots with pickets. 
We shall in a few days have two bridges over Green River; have one 
now at Munfordville. I shall commence a general inspection this week. 

Zollicofter, whose force may be 6,000 or 7,000, has gone back to his 
bridge at Mill Springs. Schoepf is between Somerset and Fishing Creek. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS, Louisville, December 15, 1861. _ 
(Received, Lebanon, December 15, 1861.) 
General THOMAS: 

I want more frequent and accurate information from Somerset. Direct 
General Schoepf to communicate with you daily and to ascertain what 
the enemy are doing. 

Require the same of General Boyle. | 
D. C. BUELL, 

Brigadier-General. 


LEBANON, December 16, 1861. 

General BUELL: | 

Latest news from General Schoepf, December 12, just received. Enemy 
encamped at mouth of Fishing Creek. He thinks they can be captured 
by sending a force against them from Columbia, whilst. he crosses the 
river at Somerset and gets in their rear. 

General Boyle writes from Columbia, December 15, that his scouts can 
neither hear nor see anything of the enemy in the direction of Glasgow or 
Burkesville. Will send copy of General Schoepf’s communication by 


mail. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General. 
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DECEMBER 16, 1861. 
General MITCHEL, Elizabethtown: 


Send one of your brigades to Bacon Creck in the morning, and move 
your entire division to the same point as soon as convenient. 
Captain Bush’s battery will go to that point by the train to-morrow 
morning, to join your division. | 
: D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., December 17, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ay. : 


Would it interfere with your operations if the valley of the Sandy, 
west of the Big Sandy, should be placed under General Rosecrans? 
L. THOMAS, 
_ Adjutant- General. 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., December 17, 1861—9 p. m. 
LORENZO THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General, Washington: 


Not directly, but the operations in the valley of the Sandy involve 
to some extent the central part of Kentucky, which cannot well be sepa- 
rated from my contract. I have just organized a brigade for service in 
the valley of the Sandy, and am this moment giving instructions to the 
commander, Colonel Garfield, of the Forty-second Ohio, a promising offi- 
cer, whom I have called here for that purpose. His regiment is on the 
Sandy by this time, where it will unite with Moore’s Kentucky regiment, 
now there, and Lindsey’s Kentucky regiment, now at Greenupsburg. 
The other regiment, the Fortieth Ohio, will be at [?] 11 p. m. to-mor- | 
row. A squadron of Ohio cavalry will be on the Sandy by Thursday, 
and the three squadrons of Wolford’s Kentucky cavalry will move 
up through Mount Sterling. These dispositions will, I think, be suffi- 
cient for the occasion. I can strengthen them somewhat, if necessary. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


DECEMBER 17, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, 
U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


McCook’s division, Munfordville; Mitchel’s at Bacon Creek. We are 
joing pretty well. Zollicoffer is either retiring across the Cumberland 
ur is prepared to do it at the approach of any superior force. Any more 
,ormidable demonstrations against him would only harass my troops and 
derange my plans. I am letting him alone for the present. 

McCook reports : | 

The rebels attacked my pickcts in front of the railroad bridge at 2 p. m. to-day. The 
p(cket consisted of four companies of the Thirty-second Indiana, Colonel Willich, under 
\Lreutenant-Colonel Von Trebra. Their forces consisted of one regiment Texas Ran- 
recs, two regiments infantry, one battery (six guns). Our loss, Lieutenant Sachs and 


8 enlisted men killed and 16 wounded. The rebel loss, 33 killed, including Colonel 
Terry, of Texas, and about 50 wounded. The rebels ingloriously retreated. 


D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Hpers. ELEVENTH BRIGADE, DEPT. OF THE OHIO, 
Columbia, Ky., December 17, 1861. 
Brizadier-General THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon, Ky. : 

GENERAL: General Boyle is very unwell, and directs me to inform 
you that nothing important has occurred lately. A brush took place 
between our pickets 8 miles out at the forks of the Glasgow and lid- 
monton roads, and a party of Texan Rangers, who had made a circuit 
through the woods and came on them from towards Columbia. One 
man on each side was killed, and Captain Frain, formerly connected with 
the quartermaster’s department in Colonel Grider’s regiment, taken pris- 
oner by the rebels. He is a most worthy citizen from Monroe County, 
and has contributed more to the aid of the Government than any man 
in this section of the country. | 

A considerable body of cavalry pursued the marauders, but only suc- 
ceeded in retaking the stock which had been driven off. 

General Boyle directs me to say that he has already been ordered by 
General Buell to send daily communications to General McCook, to be 
transmitted to department headquarters. The general suggests that it 
would be better and more expeditious to communicate by mail, which 
reaches Lebanon daily at noon and Columbia at night; or, if you pre- 
fer it, he will send a messenger daily to meet yours at Campbellsville, 
at Redmond’s Tavern, to exchange messages. 

The general suggests whether it would not be better to order Wol- 
ford’s cavalry to Jamestown, in Russell County, 4 miles this side the 
Cumberland River, or to Rowena, on that stream. They are better ac. 
quainted than any other troops with all the roads and by-paths for many 
iniles in that direction. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN BOYLE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 





HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH BRIGADE, 
Columbia, December 17, 1861. 
Brigadier-General THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon, Ky. : 

GENERAL: General Boyle directs me to say that the pickets from 
near the Cumberland are in, and report a desperate skirmish and hand 
to hand fight between two of Colonel Haggard’s men and a small party 
of rebels. The men were in a house when attacked, and succeeded in 
killing six rebels, with the loss only of two fingers to one man. The 
affair took place on Marrowbone Creek. 

The pickets report that Zollicoffer, with his whole force, has crossed 
the Cumberland at Fishing Creek and marched toward Somerset. This 
is corroborated by citizens. 

A cannonading was heard during the whole of Monday in the direc- 
tion of Somerset. No other news. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
JOHN BOYLE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 





LEBANON, Ky., December 17, 1861. 
Brigadier-General THomas, U. 8. A.: 


Sir: On Sunday, December 14, 9 o’clock a. m., I left Camp Carroll, 
on Muldraugh’s Hill, with a detachment of 25 men of Company H, Tenth 
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Indiana Regiment, with instructions to scour the country in the neigh- 
borhood of Saloma. (Saloma is situated on the Nashville road, about 2 
miles west of the Lebanon and Columbia Turnpike, and is 53 miles from _ 
the top of Muldraugh’s Hill.) I reached the little village of Saloma at \ 
11 o’clock a.m. Here I could not find out anything of importance, and 
concluded to go farther. 

Persons whom we met on the road informed me that a party of Con- 
federate soldiers, several hundred strong, had stopped at the house of 
a certain Dan. Williams, about 9 miles southwest from Saloma, on the 
Nashville road. These statements were confirmed by some of Williams’ 
own heighbors whom we met, and the number of troops was stated to 
have been 140 men (Texan Rangers, who had crossed Green River at 
the mouth of Little Barren River). | 

I went on and arrived at Williams’ house about 4 o’clock p.m. On 
reaching the premises the inmates, who used very violent language, 
acknowledged that the rebels had stopped there on the night of Friday, 
December 12. The road and fence near the house bore unmistakable 
signs of the late presence of a large body of cavalry. I was further in- 
formed that several of General Ward’s scouts (Captain Payne) had been 
captured within a hundred yards of the house but a few weeks ago. 

Mr. Mitchell, a neighbor of Williams’, told me that Williams was now 
in the Confederate Army, and that on this account General Ward had 
confiscated some slaves and horses belonging to Williams. - I went to 
the stables, and found there 3 horses, 3 mules, and. 2 colts, which I took. 

Having instructions to return the same night, and not deeming it safe 
to go farther (we had marched about 16 miles), I turned back, and re- 
joined the force under the command of Captain Carroll, encamped on 
Muldraugh’s Hill, twenty-five minutes after 8 o’clock, and delivered the 
live stock to him. | | 

Yours, very respectfully, LEWIS JOHNSON, 
First Lieutenant Company E, Tenth Indiana. 





Camp WILLIAMS, December 17, 1861. 
General THOMAS: 


GENERAL: My pickets report an advance of the enemy on Somerset, 
and that there was heavy firing of cannon in that direction from about 11 
o'clock yesterday until dark. I hope General Schoepf has given them 
a good whipping.* 

Your obedient servant, FRANK WOLFORD, 
Colonel First Kentucky Cavalry. 





SPECIAL ao HEADQUARTERS DEPT. OF THE OHIO, 
No. 30. Louisville, Ky., December 17, 1861. 
* * * * * * Pe 
VII. A brigade is hereby formed for duty in Eastern Kentucky, to be 


constituted as follows: 
Eighteenth Brigade. 


Colonel GARFIELD, commanding. 


42d Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Colonel Garficld. 
40th Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Colonel Cranor. 
14th Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, Col. L. T. Moore. 
— Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, Colonel Lindsey. 


* Some personal matter omitted. 
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Captain McLeughlin’s squadron of Ohio cavalry and three squadrons 
(six companies) of the First Kentucky Cavalry (Colonel Wolford’s) are 
attached to the brigade 

* ¥% * * ¥* 
By command of Brigadier-General Buell: 
[JAMES B. FRY,] 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Somerset, Ky., December 17, 1861. 
| (Received December 20, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Dept. of the Ohio, Lebanon, Ky.: 

GENERAL: Since my last nothing of interest has occurred. Colonel 
Hoskins’ regiment, Twelfth Kentucky, reoccupies its former position on 
the river bank. 

I shall move forward at day-light to-morrow with four regiments by 
three different routes in the direction of the enemy’s camp, for the pur- 
pose mainly of driving in his pickets, gaining information of his strength 
and position, and of presenting to him an offensive attitude. It may be 
that the information thus gained will be of that nature as to induce me 
to attack him in his fortified position at Mill Springs. 

‘I will report to you on my return to-morrow the result of my recon- 
nuissance. 
* Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Brigade. 


P. S.—Major Coffee, with the regimental band of the First Kentucky 
Cavalry (Wolford’s), arrived this evening, in search of his regiment, but 
I could give him no information on the subject. 


ED 


DECEMBER 18, 1861. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN, U. S. A., 
Washington, D. C.: , 

The Western Virginia batteries which you ordered donotcome. I hear 
nothing of the Randall companies. 

It is of the greatest importance that I should have more force of a good 
quality in the quartermaster’s department. Our transportation will never 
be ready. I need also a quartermaster, commissary, and ordnance officer 
to move with me. Can you give me McFerran for one? 

D. C. BUELL, 
EPrigadier-General. 


ITEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH BRIGADE, 
Columbia, December 18, 1861. 
(Received December 18, 1861.) 
Brigadier-General THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon, Ky.: 
GENERAL: General Boyle directs me to say that Colonel Wolford 
sent a courier to these headquarters at 1.30 o’clock a. m. with the intel- 
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ligence of the enemy’s advancing towards his position from Jamestown. 
Ile did not think the danger threatening enough to ask for re-enforce- 
ments. 

The general sent out scouts on the various roads leading in that direc- 
tion, who so far have reported no enemy found. Scouting parties of 
inarauders are scouring the whole country. They even approach within 
“0 niles of this piace and slaughter hogs, to transport to the Cumber- 
Jand. This is done in the direction of Glasgow. The general desires 
me to say that Colonel Haggard’s cavalry are neither fully mounted nor 
armed. They have only 390 horses for a full regiment, and are not nearly 
all supplied with weapons. The general wishes to know if they cannot 
be armed and mounted, and if they are not to be attached to his brigade. 
It will be difficult to get horses here, as many have been bought up. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN BOYLE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 





HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH BRIGADE, 
Columbia, December 18, 1861. 
(Received December 19, 1861.) 
Brigadier-General THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Department of the Ohio: 
GENERAL: General Boyle directs me to say that the rebels are plun- 
dering and devastating the country near Edmonton. They seize all the 
hogs in the country, slaughter them, and pack them with the salt they 
force the farmers and country merchants to give them. There is no 
cavalry force here sufficient to clear the country of the marauders, Col- 
onel Haggard’s cavalry not being nearly all armed, and itis too distant 
to send infantry, before whom the enemy’s cavalry will clear the country 
and immediately reappear when our soldiers have returned to camp. 
General Boyle directs me to say that he will march two regiments to 
Edmonton to correct this evil unless specially ordered to desist. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
JOHN BOYLE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant. General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Somerset, Ky., December 18, 1861. 
(kteceived December 20, 1861.) 


General GEORGE H. THOMAS, _ 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon: 

GENERAL: In my communication of yesterday I suggested that I in- 
tended to crowd the enemy to-day. 

Accordingly at sunrise this morning I proceeded by two columns, one 
of three regiments and four pieces of artillery under my immediate com- 
mand and the other of two regiments and two pieces of artillery under 
command of General Carter. 

Proceeding about 3 miles, the road became impassable for artillery 
and the pieces were left, while I advanced with the infantry to a point 
about 6 miles farther and about 24 miles from the enemy’s fortified posi- 
tion near Mill Springs, at which point we came in contact with the 
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enemy’s cavalry, and a few shots were exchanged between them and a 
small detachment of mine under Major Coffee. 

General Carter, advancing on the other road (to the south of my route 
and nearly parallel), proceeded to within about the same distance of the 
enemy’s position, when he met with about ¢0 of his cavalry, but having 
no cavalry, General Carter could only use his artillery at long range 
across Fishing Creek against him, dispersing his cavalry, however, aud 
causing him to make a hasty retreat. 

From my own observation, as well as from reliable information ob- 
tained from different sources, it is evident that if the enemy will not 
come out for a field fight, which he does not seem inclined to do, he can 
only be taken at the point of the bayonet under many disadvantages, 
and a probable heavy loss of life on our side. 

The country adjacent to his intrenchments is of that broken and hilly 
nature that it would be difficult to get artillery in a commanding posi- 
tion, and, if got there, would be in great danger of being lost unless we 
were positively certain of success, a retreat with any degree of prompt- 
ness being impracticable. If, however, we should drive him from his 
intrenchments, his next move would be to recross the river, and, if he 
succeeded in doing so, would instantly shell us out of his works from 
the commanding cliffs on the opposite side of the river. 

Again, if I were to cross the river at Waitsborough some 12 miles 
above Mill Springs, and place myself in his rear on the cliffs and open 
on him from that point, he would then push his way unmolested to the 
north and east, and become a troublesome visitor along the route from 
Somerset to London and toward Cumberland Gap. 

Under these circumstances I hardly know what move is best to be 
made. With my present force I can hold him in check where he is, aud 
perhaps whip him if I can coax him out, which I shall stil try to do. 

In a former communication you spoke of Wolford’s cavalry joining me. 
It would be extremely desirable to have at least four companies of good 
eavalry. The two which I have are poorly clad, and armed with only a 
musket, wholly unsuited to that arm of service. Can you not give me 
four of Wolford’s best companies, with suitable arms? With this addi- 
tion to my command I should bein a much better condition for service. 
Major Coffee could command this battalion, and the two companies now 
here could join their regiment and provide themselves with clothing 
and more suitable arms. 

I avail myself of the mail facilities between this point and your head- 
quarters, for the reason that I have no horses suitable for express serv- 
ices, and the ditference in time being sosmall that not much would be 
gained by using express. 

Should anything urgent occur, however, I will forward by special ex- 
press by hiring a horse. | 

I inclose a note just handed me by: Colonel Hoskins, now encamped 
near the river at Waitsborough. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPEF, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Kentucky Brigade. 


(Inclosure.] 
Hpers. TWELFTH REGIMENT KENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS, 
December 18, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. ALBIN SCHOEPF: 
GENERAL: To-day I took six of my companies and one section of 
Captain Hewett’s battery and proceeded in the direction of Waits- 
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borough, leaving the battery and one company on the bluff. With the 
remaining tive companies I proceeded to Waitsborough, but saw no 
rebels. I found at the river three ferry-boats, which I rendered unsea- 
worthy before leaving my old camp, but not so much so, however, but 
that they can be repaired in a few hours, which I should have had 
attended [to] to-day, but hearing the cannonading at Fishing Creek, I 
hastened back to camp in anticipation of marching orders. 

If it be true, as reported, that there is a rebel force of only two regi- 
ments at Mill Spripgs, and that their whole transportation train is at 
that point, woul it not be well to move three regiments with one of the 
batteries across the river upon them at Mill Springs, while the remain- 
ing force could annoy them in front? 

Should we gain possession of Mill Springs, I have no doubt we could 
shell their fortifications on this side the river, while the loss of their army 
stores, artillery, and transportation train at Mill Springs, consisting of 
several hundred wagons, would be a blow from which this division of 
their army could not recover. | 

I learn there is also a small boat at a point just above the shoals and 
one other at Steigall’s, making in all five boats, in which tke artillery . 
and infantry (without baggage train) could be crossed in a few hours, 
and make the march to Mill Springs in four or five hours. 

I hope you will pardon me for thus obtruding my suggestions upon 


you. 
W. A. HOSKINS, 
Colonel Twelfth Kentucky Regiment. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT SOUTHEAST MISSOURI, 
Cairo, December 18, 1861. 
Capt. J. ©. KELTON, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Caprain: A man sent by me to Columbus, Ky., and who spent sev- 
eral days there, and also a man who deserted this morning from the 
steamer Grampus, have been in—one this afternoon, the other this even- 
ing. They both confirm the report that three of the gunboats have left 
for the south, and that a great many of the troops are gone. Three regi- 
ments, however, have gone but 8 miles to Camp Burnett, on the Clinton 
road. Three more have gone to re-enforce Bowen at Feliciana. One 
reports that he heard that the Federals had taken Fort Jackson. I am 
not aware that any of our naval expeditions have been out long enough 
to make this story probable, but give it for what it is worth. It con- 
firms news reported by me a few days since. 

The army is reported to be composed of boys, badly disciplined and 
drilled and badly off for shoes. Clothing is coming in from the coun- 
' try, particularly from Arkansas. Many articles of a soldier’s rations 
are becoming scarce, but corn meal and beef are yet abundant. If salt 
ein be kept out, however, they will have some difficulty in saving their 

acon. 

There are seven companies of the Forty-Fifth Regiment Illinois Volun- 
teers at Camp Douglas, with improved arms for 1,000 men and clothing 
for the same, who are anxious to come here. If they could consistently 
be sent before being mustered into the service of the United States I 
would be much pleased. This application is made because the desire to 
come has been expressed by the senior officers of this regiment. 

I am, captain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH BRIGADE, 
Columbia, December 19, 1861. 
(Received December 20, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GrorcE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon, Ky. : 

GENERAL:* * * * As farasIcan ascertain, there is no certainty 
that Zollicofter ison the other side of the Cumberland. My information 
one day is that Zollicoffer’s whole force [is] on this side and the next day 
that his whole force is on the other side. I have received a letter from 
the Cumberland, informing me that W. G. Brownlow was in Fentress 
County, Tennessee, advancing this way with 1,500 to 2,500 men. I 
heard two days ago that Brownlow was certainly in jail in Knoxville, 
and no doubt felt that he would be hung. 

There is no reliable news here of interest, except that Morgan or some 
other rebel is ravaging the county of Metcalfe and toting off the stock 
of all kinds. Zollicoffer is sending large trains of wagons both into 
Tennessee an:! to Celina on the river to be shipped south. , 

My messenger returned without meeting the messenger from your 
headquarters. | ; 

Respectfully, &c., J. T. BOYLE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


- P, §.—You will do me a personal favor and the public a service if you 
will see that Bramlette and his field officers are supplied with tents and 
are left without excuse for not staying in camp. 





HEADQUARTERS, 
Somerset, Ky., December 19, 1501. 
(Received December 25, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon, Ky.: 

GENERAL: To-day has passed without anything worthy of note. I 
have seen nothing and heard nothing of the enemy. 

One of my regiments is scouting in the direction of the enemy’s camp 
to-night, and may bring in something of interest by morning. 

A party of Colonel Hoskins’ men returned this morning from a two 
days’ scout on the south side of the river, bringing nine Belgium rifles 
and a few blankets and knapsacks, taken in a slight skirmish with the 
euemy on that side of the river. | | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Kentucky Brigade. 


SPECIAL eae HpQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
No. 37. Louisville, Ky., December 19, 1361. 
¥* * * * * % * 


XII. The Eleventh and Twelfth Brigades (Boyle and Carter) will 


report direct to this office and receive orders from these headquarters. 
% * * * * * * 


By command of Brigadier-General Buell: 
OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Some matters of detail omitted. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., December 20, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 
Do you need more regiments than are now under your orders; if so, 


how many ? 
L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General. 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., December 21. 
L. THOMAS, Adjutant-General: 


I am not willing to say that I neéd more regiments. I can use more 
with decided advantage if they can be sent. There are extravagant 
rumors and great alarm in regard to an invasion of Eastern Kentucky. 
I regard the rumors as greatly exaggerated. I have no faith in the 
reports of very heavy columns, but I have no doubt of demonstrations 
in that direction, and would like to be able to remove even the appre-. 
hension of danger. 

My inguiry of the Governor of Ohio in regard to his available regi- 
ments, if your dispatch alludes to that, was only precautionary, looking 
‘beyond the Cumberland, and regarding the campaign up to it as proba. 
bly brief. The force to operate in that direction should at least not be 
reduced by detachments. It ought rather to be increased. I will write 
by mail. | 

D..C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


a 





LEBANON, Ky., December 20, 1561. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 

Nothing additional from Somerset up to 17th instant. General Boyle 
reports all quiet near Columbia. Citizens near Edmonton report con- 
stant depredations by the rebels. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 


Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 





HEADQUARTERS, 
Lebanon, Ky., December 21, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. ALBIN SCHOFPF, | 
Commanding at Somerset, Ky. : a 

GENERAL: Yours of the 18th was received yesterday. When you 
reported to me some days since the position of Zollicotter I immediately 
telegraphed to General Buell, and suggested making a move on the 
enemy in front whilst you crossed the river and attacked him in the 
rear, but have received no answer from him. 

Under the circumstances I think it will be best to keep a close watch 
on him, and if you can draw bim out or catch him off his guard attack 
him. 

It may be that General Buell wishes him to be detained on the Cum- 
berland until the troops on the line to Nashville are ready to move. 
He has not communicated any of his plans to me, but requires that I 
shall keep my troops together.and be prepared to move promptly in 
any direction. I will try to send you two of Colonel Wolford’s com- 
panies from his camp, but you will find them but little better than those 
you have. 
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General Boyle writes me that his scouts report that Zollicoffer is send- 
ing a large number of wagons to Celina, on the Cumberland, to be 
shipped west. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Voluntecrs, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Somerset, Ky., December 21, 1861. 
) ' (Received December 24, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon, Ky.: 

GENERAL: Since my last nothing of interest has occurred. The 
enemy remains quietly in the vicinity of Mill Springs, in his fortified 
position. Our pickets sometimes come in view of each other about mid- 
way, but I have no information to induce me to think that he meditates 
an attack, while I have refrained from attacking him for reasons before 
suggested, namely, nothing would be gained by taking his fortified 
position, while a certain heavy loss of life gh our part must necessarily 
be sustained. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| A. SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Kentucky Brigade. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., December 22, 1861. 
General THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon: 

Str: Acting Brigadier-General Carter reports that by your orders 
it is forbidden to receive fugitive slaves into camp, and that occasion- 
ally slaves belonging to rebels in East Tennessee make their escape 
from their owners and apply to him for protection and are employed by 
officers as servants. 

The general directs that exceptions be made in regard to fugitives in 
such cases. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, December 22, 1861. 
Capt. J. C. Keiton, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


A deserter from the Confederate Army has been in this evening. He 
reports that the militia from Tennessee, Mississippi, and Louisiana are 
flowing into Columbus by every boat and every train. They are armed 
with muskets, shot-guns, and ordinary rifles. He also reports the sink- 
ing of submarine batteries, shortness of provisions in Columbus, and 
discontent among the troops. 

It has been reported to me that a trade is being carried on with the 
South by the way of Jonesborough, in this State, thence to the Missis- 
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sippi River and through Missouri; also that an armed body of despera- 
does infest the Illinois shore where these goods are crossed. I have 
ordered a company of cavalry, raised in the neighborhood of Jones- 
borongh, to the scene of these infractions of the law, with the hope of 
breaking up this traffic and this body of men. The cavalry will leave 
to-morrow, taking with them ten days’ rations.* 
U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 


: DECEMBER 23, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, U.S. A.: 


My DEAR FRIEND: I thought proper to give a more regular direc- 
tion to my reply to the Adjutant-General’s telegraphic inquiry in regard 
to troops for Kentucky. Depend on my extreme caution, and allow me 
after all to put it into your hands for such disposition as you may think 
proper. I am about to start to Lebanon to look into Thomas’ division. 
The little affair in front of Munfordville was really one of the hand- 
somest things of the season. Our neighbors in part begin to show signs 
of being interested. They are destroying the railroads and receiving 
some re-enforcements; not, I think, to any great amount yet. A dis- 
patch of the 13th, from Mempbis, states that 10,000 have been sent to 
Bowling Green from Columbus, but I do not hear of their arrival. I 
shall write you soon. | 

Truly, yours, 
D. C. BUELL. 


P. S.—I wrote at length several days ago, since your letter of the 8th. 
{Inclosure. } 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OGIO, 
Louisville, Ky., December 23, 1861. 
General LORENZO THOMAS, | 
Adjutant-General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


Sm: Some explanation of the condition of things here will enable the 
General-in-Chief to decide upon the question submitted in your tele- 
graph as to the necessity of more troops in this department. 

Our returns show an aggregate of some 70,000—about 57,000 for duty. 
In these are included several Kentucky regiments not yet mustered in, 
but doing duty—at least one regiment of cavalry, that is worthless for 
the present (the Pennsylvania regiment)—and some ten raw regiments 
from Indiana and Ohio, that I have taken at the solicitation of their 
Governors, for the purpose of removing them from the demoralizing 
influences of home and to put them under some system of discipline. 
These troops, although unfit at this time for active service, have never- 
theless a certain moral effect, and are even practically useful as guards 
to depots, &c. More Kentucky regiments are being consolidated and 
organized, but the process is tedious, and they generally lack discipline 
and preparation more than the other troops. 

The efticient force may be set down now at about 50,000. Its condi- 
tion, as regards discipline, may be inferred from the fact that, although 
it has greatly improved, there are still 5,500 officers and men absent 
with leave and 1,100 without leave, and there is not much difference 
between the two classes. 

In coming through Cincinnati from Western Virginia some of the 


*Some personal matter omitted. 
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Ohio regiments dispersed, and of some that came through to this place 
ofiicers and soldiers put themselves on the cars and went off in con- 
tempt of authority until they were stopped by the provost-guard. But 
this condition of things, I feel assured, is changing. I have found it 
necessary to make some summary examples, and have instituted courts- 
martial and board of examination, which will work some good results 
at least. 

In none of the armies of the Government is there so great a lack of 
experienced officers in every branch of the service. One of the greatest 
evils I have to contend with is the il!-judged interference of the State 
authorities for what they erroneously consider the welfare of their 
troops. A system of direct communication and administration has been 
going on between them. Agents of various descriptions are sent among 
the troops, and the effect is in the last degree ruinous. It originated, 
perhaps, in a want of the proper means of administration on the part of 
the Government at first, and will, I have no doubt, svon cease. In fact, 
I think is already in a fair way of disappearing. 

The plan which I propose for the troops here is one of defense on the 
east and of invasion on the south. For the latter {think it will not be 
necessary for me to do more than suggest that the force ought to be 
increased rather than diminished. However, a timely and efficient co- 
operation from other quarters will materially affect this question. Tor 
the former I do not think a large force is necessary. An inroad (I 
should rather say a raid) is now threatened by the way of Prestonburg 
and Whitesburg. The numbers are variously estimated by rumor. My 
supposition is that there may be 3,000 men at Whitesburg, and that 
there probably are 2,000 near Prestonburg. I have no fear that either 
of them will make any considerable advance into the State even against 
a weak opposition, but they depredate upon the frontier counties and 
produce suffering and alarm. 

I have now one squadron of Ohio cavalry and one Ohio and two Ken- 
tucky regiments of infantry at the mouth of the Sandy to move on Pres- 
tonburg, and three squadrons of Kentucky cavalry and one regiment of 
Ohio infantry moving in the same direction by the way of Paris and 
Mount Sterling. My orders, on the return of General Nelson, were for 
one regiment to remain at Prestonburg, and that at the time was sup- 
posed to be sufficient, and perhaps would have been if it had remained 
there; but it was withdrawn to Louisa by the State authorities, to be 
mustered in, and recently, on the appearance of the force at Preston- 
burg, retired to the mouth of the Sandy. 

It has been so inconvenient to take extraordinary precautions against 
invasion from the east that I considered it wiser to trust to the chances 
that they would not be necessary. If I had the means [ would put an 
efficient brigade to operate towards Whitesburg, though it will prob- 
ably not be necessary if the operations towards Prestonburg are en- 
tirely successful, because that will endanger the rear of the rebel force 
at Whitesburg. 

In the absence of such means as I would wish I do not despair of 
getting together some force that will answer the purpose in a less satis- 
factory manner, if necessary. I have a new, but I am told a very good, 
Ohio regiment at Lexington, which can operate in either direction, and 
hope soon to have more Kentucky regiments that I can use for the saine 

urpose. | 
The brigade which I had organized in the Cumberland Gap route has 
been partially deranged by the unauthorized call of General Schoepf on 
it to re-enforce Somerset. I shall reinstate it as soon as possible. 
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It can hardly be necessary for me to add that, unless some consider- 
able success is gained in the operations this winter towards Tennessee, 
large re-enforcements will be required in the spring. | 

With regard to the attitude of the people of Kentucky, I believe the 
mass of them are loyal to the Union; and this is not confined to the old 
men, as has been asserted. Evidence of it may be found in the fact 
that some 20,000 troops, composed of the best material in the State, are 
now being organized, and the number could be largely increased. But 
there are communities in which the rebel element predominates, and it 
acts with the greatest boldness, from the fact that many of the loyal. 
men have entered the service of the Government. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





CoLUMBIA, Ky., December 23, 1861. 
(Received December 25, 1861.) 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS: 


The enemy is closing in upon us; his pickets are near us in three di- 
rections, viz, Grider’s Ferry, on the Glasgow road, and Somerset. A 
skirmish took place this evening at Grider’s Ferry between 4 of our cav- 
alry and 1 Home Guard against 15 of the enemy. The firing was across 
the river; 2 or 3 of the enemy and 1 horse killed; no injury to our men. 
The enemy fled, but returned with re-enforcements, and I have ordered 
four companies of cavalry to sustain our men. 

In direction of Somerset, about 25 miles from this, 500 of the enemy 
have been encamped for two days. In direction of Glasgow some 200 
have been encamped for several days, 20 miles off. 

Haggard’s cavalry are not in condition for service. His horses are 
not shod, and it seems impracticable to get it done here. Wolford’s 
cavalry is too remote for any available use, imbedded in the Green River 
hills. 

Typhoid fever is striking our men a heavy blow; 233 of my regiment 
now down, and dying daily. My loss is greater here than during all the 
preceding service. Unless we are moved the regiment will soon become 
greatly weakened. While marching we never have any sick; when we 
stop the men sicken and fall like leaves. Safety to human life, aside 
from the defense of the country, demands our moving. If we cannot get 
to move upon the enemy, it is our earnest desire that he will move on 
us, and the sooner the better for us. We would rather die in battle than 
on a bed of fever. 

Respectfully, i 
THO. E. BRAMLETTE, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH BRIGADE, 
Somerset, December 23, 1861. 
(Received December 25, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon, Ky.: 
GENERAL: Captain Fry, Company F, Second Regiment East Ten- 
nessee Volunteers, was detailed for special service in October last, by 
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your orders, and left for Tennessee in company with my brother, Rev. 
W.B. Carter. I fear that he has been captured by the rebels, and, if 
not, that he is so environed by them as to leave but little hope of his 
being able to return to his regiment. His company is of course still 
without a captain. I wish your advice as to whether it will or will not 
be advisable, under the circumstances, to have the position filled by a 
new appointment. I write at the request of the colonel of the Second 
Regiment. 

Weare still lying idle, hoping that some move is in progress from Co- 
lumbia to get in Zollicoffer’s rear. The position he holds is said to be a 
very strong one, and our force in comparison to his is too weak to justify 
making a diversion so as to attack on both sides the river at same time 
or to even assault his works on this side. Such, at all events, seems to 
be the view held by those who ought to have the means of knowing. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| S. P. CARTER, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding Twelfth Brigade. 


————— 


Hpgrs. First Bric., First Div., DEPT. OF THE OHIO, 
Somerset, Ky., December 23, 1861. 
(Received. December 24, 1861.) 


Capt. GEORGE KE. FLYNT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division, Lebanon, Ky.: 


CAPTAIN: Inreply to your communication of the 22d instant I would 
beg leave to state that upon the arrival of Captain Prime, on or about 
the 2d December, I proceeded with him to examine the banks of the 
Cumberland River, with a view of selecting a location for the closed ‘ 
work ordered in your communication of the 30th November. 

After a careful examination of the ground Captain Prime was con- 
vineed that the river bank presented no suitable location for a work of 
this nature within the neighborhood where it was desirable to have it. 

The ground immediately on the river was too low, and liable to a 
plunging fire from the enemy’s guns on the opposite bluff, while the bluff 
on this side the river was too elevated to get a sufficient depression ot 
the gun to make it effective on any part of the river, which facts were 
stated ina communication from Captain Prime to the general command- 
ing the department direct after being submitted to me for perusal. 

On the 4th instant Captain Prime, while reconnoitering the enemy’s 
position some 12 miles lower down the river, was (with Major Helveti, 
First Kentucky Cavalry) captured by the enemy, and the fact reported 
to the commander of the division in my communication of the 8th in- 
stant, this time being allowed to elapse before reporting the case, in the 
hope that they were only cut off from their party and would make their 
way back to camp. 

The intrenching tools arrived some ten days since. 

I await further orders. 

Quiet has prevailed around Somerset for the past three days. My 
scouts extend to the river on the south and to Fishing Creek on the 
west, sometimes coming in view of the enemy’s scouts on the west side 
of the creek. 

I.am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Kentucky Brigade. 
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GENERAL lain Hpgrs. Dist. SOUTHEAST MISSOURI, 
No. 22. Cairo, December 23, 1861. 


In pursuance of Special Orders, No. 78, from headquarters Depart: 
ment of the Missouri, the name of this military district will be known 
as the District of Cairo, and will include all the southern part of Illinois, 
that part of Kentucky west of the Cumberland River, and the southern 
counties of Missouri south of Cape Girardeau. 

The force at Shawneetown will be under the immediate command of 
Col. T. H. Cavanaugh, Sixth Illinois Cavalry, who will consolidate the 
reports of his command weekly and forward to these headquarters. | 

All troops that are or may be stationed along the bank of the Ohio, 
on both sides of the river, east of Caledonia and to the mouth of the 
Cumberland, will be included in the command, having headquarters at 
Paducah, Ky. 

Brig. Gen. E. A. Paine is assigned to the command of the forces at 
Bird’s Point, Mo. 
* * * * * * * 

For the information of that portion of this command newly attached 
the following list of staff officers is published: 

Capt. John A. Rawlins, assistant adjutant-general. 

Capt. Clark B. Lagow, aide-de-camp. 

Capt. William S. Hillyer, aide-de-camp. 

Maj. John Riggin, jr., volunteer aide-de-camp. 

Capt. R. B. Hatch, assistant quartermaster, U. 8. Volunteers, chief 
quartermaster. | 

Capt. W. W. Leland, commissary subsistence U. S. Volunteers, chief 
commissary. . 

Capt. W. I. Brinck, ordnance officer. 

Surg. James Simons, U. S. Army, medical director. 

Asst. Surg. J. F. Taggart, U. S. Army, medical purveyor. 

Maj. I. N. Cooke, paymaster. 

Col. J. D. Webster, chief of staff and chief of engineers. 

By order of U.S. Grant, brigadier-general commanding : 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





LOUISVILLE, December 24, 1861—8 p. m. 
General BUELL, 
Lebanon and Lebanon Junction: 


Nothing reported from Munfordville. McCook this afternoon re- 
ported the enemy as having retired beyond Cave City. Enemy’s pickets 
at Bell’s, 5 miles below Cave City, and that they were obstructing the 
turnpike. Also that Floyd, with his brigade, had arrived at Bowling 
Green. McCook asked authority to work on railroad bridge over Green 
River. 

JAMES B. FRY. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., December 25, 1861. 
Hon. R. C. WICKLIFFE, : 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.: 
DEAR SiR: I have received your letter of the 19th instant, inclosing 
the copy of a bill now pending. in the Senate for raising 20,000 twelve- 
months volunteers in Kentucky for the defense of the State. You have 
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done me the honor to ask my views in regard to the measure. I regret 
that they must differ from your own and from the high authority of the 
Military Committee and the vote of the House. 

The proposition is open to grave objections. It will not produce effi- 
cient troops, and will soon break up the regiments already raised. The 
‘existing laws for organizing volunteers are better, and under them any 
necessary force can easily be raised in Kentucky. The special object of 
the force will operate against its utility. Troops whose obligations are 
tacitly confined to a sectional object are not apt to conform efficiently 
to a control whose object is national. In general terms, the force which 
the bill proposes to create is open to the objections on the score of effi- 
ciency and economy, which apply to all temporary levies; and, in addi- 
tion, is liable to others growing out of peculiar circumstances. I should 
deprecate the effect of them on Kentucky herself. The war, I hope and 
believe, will not long remain within her borders; and while it does it is 
not necessary that it should have entirely the character of civil war. 

There is another objection which, although founded as I believe on 
weighty reasons, partakes perhaps too much of the nature of a senti- 
ment to appear becomingly in an answer to your inquiry. I deprecate 
the plan of throwing the defense of a State upon her own people. I 
would see the national force extending protection to every section and 
the people of every State uniting for the defense of the nation. The 
claiming of troops according to States is to my mind fraught with evils 
of serious magnitude, and at least it certainly does impair their tone 
and efficiency. The effect of the opposite course is always harmonizing 
and beneficial. 

I can hardly expect that any of these reasons will strike you with all 
the strength of my convictions, and I submit them with great apprehen- 
sion, lest I may be considered to have stepped beyond the limits which 
your letter contemplated for me. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
Dp. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS, Somerset, Ky., December 25, 1861. 
| (Received December 27, 1861.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding Division, d&e., Lebanon, Ky.: 

GENERAL: Nothing has occurred during the last twenty-four hours 
to attract attention. Everything remains as at last report in my camp, 
and as far as I can learn the same may be said of that of the enemy. 

[ shall make another effort to-morrow to draw him out for a fair fight, 
but with what success I know not, but will report the result. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| A. SCHOEPYH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Kentucky Brigade. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, December 26, 1861. 
General D. C. BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky.: 
I inclose you herewith an order defining the limits of my command.* 
The object is that you may know its extent and to express to you a 
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desire to co-operate with you as far as practicable, especially in sup- 
pressing the smuggling that is now being carried on along the Ohio to 
some extent with the enemy. I would respectfully request a copy of 
such orders as you may have published on this subject. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


COLUMBIA, Ky., December 26, 1861. 
(Received December 27, 1861.) 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS: 

The section of artillery under command of Lieutenant N ell was for- 
warded this morning, as directed. Lieutenant Nell is not able to accom- 
pany his pieces, as you will perceive from inclosed certificate of assist- 
ant surgeon. Lieutenant Nell has had an attack of fever and not yet 
recovered. Although on foot and in the camp, he is very feeble, and I 
fear about to have a relapse. He will be forward, you may rely upon, 
fully as soon as he ought to in his condition. 

The rumor reached here this evening that General Nelson had reached 
Glasgow. Heavy cannonading was heard here for some six hours on the 
24th, which we understand was about Cave City. The enemy had his 
scouts near us again last night; ours fired on them 8 miles from here, 
but did no execution, save run them, so far as known. 


Respectfully, THO. E. BRAMLETTE 


PADUCAH, December 27, 1861. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM and General D. C. BUELL: 

The whole torce at Camp Beauregard commenced going to Bowling 
Green on the 25th instant. It consists of Bowen’s division, say, eight 
regiments, 6,000 men, with twelve field guns and 500 horse, ordered to 
be at Bowling Green by the 29th instant. This is reliable. 

C. F. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General. 





CAMP BOYLE, December 27, 1861—9 p. m. 

General THOMAS: | 

The enemy is at Jamestown, 18 miles from here, some 3,000 strong. 
He has ascertained the strength and position of Colonel Wolford’s camp, 
and threatens to destroy that before moving farther. He has 1,700 
mounted men, armed mostly as infantry. With such force Wolford 
would be cut off without remedy; I have ordered him under the circum- 
stances of necessity to move up here with his stores and troops, to co- 
operate with me in an attack upon the enemy, should he move toward 
Burkesville or this place. I would not be surprised if the whole of Zol- 
licoffer’s forces were to be on us in two or three days. They must be 
retiring from before Somerset, either intending to attack here or move 
down the river to Burkesv ille, and thence to join Buckner. In either 
case we intend here to meet him. Our situation is, however, somewhat 
critical—no artillery, and threatened on both flanks by superior num- 
bers, and nobody to help us. 

We will, however, strike a blow, even if left to ourselves, that shall 
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terrify the rebel hell-hounds wherever they hear of us. Retreat we will 
not, and if they come upon us we will fight the fight of desperation to 
win. We have too much stores here to leave, too many sick to move, 
and they must and shall be defended with the last life we have to spare; _ 
and if we, after the frequent notifications of our position to division and 
department headquarters, are cut to pieces for the want of the necessary 
means of defense, the fault will not be ours. 


Respectfully 
THO. E. BRAMLETTE, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS, : 
Somerset, Ky., December 27, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding Division, &c., Lebanon, Ky.: 

GENERAL: I have sent out small parties for the last two. days before 
the enemy’s position, but he has made no response 80 far. I have seta 
trap for his scouts (about 40 men) to-night; if I succeed, it may induce 
him to attempt a retaliation, ending in a general fight. 

Having reason to believe that he contemplates going into the coal 
business on the Cumberland, I shall send out a party to-morrow and 
destroy the boats alongshore to the coal banks. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, , 
A. SCHOEPEH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Kentucky: Brigade. 





GENERAL vada Hpors. DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
No. 23($). Louisville, Ky., December 27, 1861. 
The issuing of proclamations or other similar addresses to the public 
by generals or other subordinate officers in this department is prohib- 
ited. 


By command of General Buell: 
JAMES B. FRY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 





GENERAL aie HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
No. 26. . Cairo, December 28, 1861. 


Whereas there are now at Cape Girardeau, Paducah, Smithland, and 
Cave in Rock, places within this military district, many persons who 
have been driven from their homes and deprived of the means of sub- 
sistence by the acts of disloyal citizens of Kentucky and Missouri, and 
their substance taken for the support of a rebellion against this Gov- 
ernment, humanity dictates that these people should be comfortably 
supported, and justice demands that the class of persons who have caused 
their sufferings should bear the expense of the same: 

It is ordered, therefore, that at the place named suitable quarters 
shall be provided and contributions collected for their support, and ac- 
counted for in the manner prescribed in General Orders, No. 24, from 
headquarters Department of the Missouri, with this addition: 

Persons of Northern birth and education who are liable to assessment 
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under this order will be taxed 50 per cent. more than Southern men of 
their class and means. | | | 

The refugees at Cave in Rock will be invited and means of transpor- 
tation provided to Smithland or Paducah. | 

These contributions will be collected as far out as the military arm 
ean securely extend, and at these distant points will be assessed and 
collected without the intervening of time between assessment and col- 
lection. 

Commanding officers at Paducah, Ky., and Cape Girardeau, Mo., are 
particularly charged with the execution of this order. 

By order of Brig. Gen. U.S. Grant: | 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 





LEBANON, Ky., December 28, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. BUELL, Louisville, Ky. : 

Colonel Bramlette writes at 7 [9] p.m. last evening, confirming his 
report of yesterday, that the enemy areat Jamestown, about 3,000 strong. 
Shall I move down to Columbia to Bramlette’s aid? One brigade might 
be moved and let supplies follow. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 





LOUISVILLE, December 28, 1861. 
(Received Lebanon, December 28, 1861.) 
General THomAS, Lebanon: 
Yes, go on, not to his aid, but to the object we discussed ; that is what 
I want done, and to be entirely successful it must be conducted with 
secrecy and without any tarrying on the road. 
Order supplies to be purchased there as well as sent. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General. 





Camp BoyLE, December 28, 1861. 
Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS: 


The pickets sent out bring in the news that the rebels have fallen back 
from Jamestown 7 miles, having been frightened by the picket fight at 
Jamestown, by the impression that the forces here were near James- 
town and in front of their movement. 

They will now most likely recross to the south side of the river at 
Mill Springs, being in 7 miles of that crossing, which is in their posses- 
sion. They are evidently greatly disturbed by their position, and I think 
it very probable will now retire, by the same route they came into Ken- 
tucky. That they are retreating or about to do so I am well satisfied 
from the accounts I get of their recent acts in Clinton. They are now 
seizing everything they can carry off. The inhabitants are fleeing from 
before their marauding parties, that devastate as they go. This is an 
evidence of their retiring, being the course pursued by them as they 
leave. The forces that were at Jamestown are the same that composed 
the advance guard when they first invaded Kentucky, viz, Stanton and 
Murray’s regiments, with the addition of McRea’s regiment of cavalry 
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added to the cavalry of Bledsoe. That they purposed passing down 
the river on the north side is ascertained to be certain, and were deterred 
by supposing that the Third Kentucky, Haggard’s, aud Wolford’s regi- 
ments were intercepting them. . 

I think it possible they may attempt to pass back through Wayne, 
Clinton, and Cumberland by Burkesville. I will take steps to watch, 
and if such movement is attempted, will intercept and thwart it at 
Burkesville. 

You may be assured, general, that while Iam in the service obedience 
to orders will mark my actions. But these devils who infest the country 
make me very impatient to get after them and amongst them, and I can. 
but give [expression] to my anxiety to move upon the marauding traitors. 

Colonel Wolford is still at his camp on Green River and will remain 
there until otherwise ordered from headquarters. His position is dan- 
gerous, if the enemy choose to avail themselves of his isolation. It is 
the most indefensible position that could be selected in 10 miles of that 
place, and places him where all escape could be wholly cut off. 


Respectfull 
: - THO. E. BRAMLETTE, 
Colonel, Commanding Pest. 


DECEMBER 29—7 o'clock. 
No change since yesterday. The rebels occupy the same position and 


are seizing all in their reach. 
Respectfully, THO. EK. BRAMLETTE. 





LOUISVILLE, Ky., December 29, 1861—12 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 

I had designed 12,000, but when so much depends on circumstances 
which may arise while our transportation is getting ready it would be 
vain to say the enemy is not idle; and, as he travels only by railroad, 
when he gets started he travels faster. I am writing you to-night. 
Schoepf is not incompetent, but has not shown much enterprise at Som- 
erset. I must reserve my judgment about him. Loath to recommend 


any colonels yet. 
D. C. BUELL, 
ae Brigadier- General. 





LOUISVILLE, Ky., December 29, 1861. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, 
Commanding U.S. Army: 


My DEAR FRIEND: Itstartles me to think how much time has elapsed 
since my arrival and to find myself still in Louisville. I certainly have 
had a good deal to do and have been very busy about it, but I am sat- 
isfied that very few men accomplish as much as is possible, and I 
cannot assume to be an exception. It has taken time to get necessary 
supplies, but transportation is the great trouble I have to deal with. 
Swords is physically unequal to the emergency, and he has but few 
assistants. I telegraphed you last night that it would be necessary to 
make a change, though I did it with very great regret. Dickerson, I 
am assured, is capable, and he has at least the merit of physical vigor. 
I hope the transfer will have been made at once. The shortcomings of 
subordinates I always regard as the fault of the commander, and so I 
desire to make no excuse tor my tardiness out of these delays. 
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I have this moment received your dispatch. I intend a colunin of 
12,000 men, with three batteries, for East Tennessee; but, as I have 
telegraphed you, it is impossible to fix a time for it to be there, so much 
depends on the circumstances which may arise in the mean time. | 

My unavoidable advance to Green River has thoroughly startled the - 
enemy and he is strengthening himself in men and positions rapidly. 
©. F. Smith telegraphs me that two brigades, with twelve guns, say 
6,000 men, were ordered from Camp Beauregard to be at Bowling Green 
yesterday, and I have information that Floyd’s division, say 6,000, ar- 
rived last Thursday. I have information also of the arrival of 10,000 
men from Mississippi; but they may be those that Smith tells me of, 
though my information is that they came through Nashville, which 
would make it somewhat doubtful. At all events there are doubtless 
30,000 men now at Bowling Green; and, unless checked by strong dem- 
onstrations and attacks on Columbus and the Tennessee and Cumber- 
land Rivers, the number can easily be increased to 50,000 or even 60,000 
before I can get there. These facts make the co-operation 1 have in 
former letters mentioned as important quite essential now to any great 
success. . It is quite essential, too, that the success should be speedy, 
or otherwise the enemy will be so strong in West Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky from Bowling Green to Columbus as to increase our work vastly. 

It is my conviction that all the force that can possibly be collected 
should be brought to bear on that front of which Columbus and Bowl- 
ing Green may be said to be the flanks. The center, that is, the Cum- 
berland and Tennessee where the railroad crosses them, is now the most 
vulnerable point. I regard it as the most important strategical point 
in the whole field of operations. The possession of it secures their force 
and gives access through the two rivers to the very center of their power. 
While they hold it, at least two-thirds of the whole force on that front 
may safely be considered available for any one point that is threatened. 
This I am satisfied you have seen, and that you perceive the importance 
of co-operation against the center and flanks. 

The movement on East Tennessee attacks their rear, and, if properly 
supported, promises great results. The first 12,000 must probably be 
followed by others, particularly as it will be unsafe, if not absolutely 
impossible, to carry along the outfit for 10,000 men. With it the column 
would employ some 1,200 teams of all descriptions and oceupy a stretch 
of road that the troops could not protect, to say nothing of the difficulty ~ 
of foraging so many animals in a country which affords but scanty 
supplies. These arms must therefore be taken in by installments, or 
strongly protected at depots, where the volunteers can be organized to 
receive them. 

In any event I must tell you what I have been unwilling to do all 
along, that you will require more troops in Kentucky. Don’t acknowl- 
edge this, however, but act on it. 7 

Let me stop for to-night. It is 3 o’clock, and I have to get up at 5 to 
go to Green River, where McCook telegraphs me he is threatened by a 
strong force. | 

Truly, yours, D. C. BUELL. 
DECEMBER 29, 1861. 
General McCook, Munfordville : 

How far on the other side of the river would it be necessary for you 
to go to secure a strong position or prevent the enemy from taking one? 
7 D. C. BUELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


522 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND S.W. VA. [CHap. XVIL 


Camp Woop, December 29, 1861. 
General D. C. BUELL: 


The hills rise about. 2,000 yards in front of me and continue in suc- 
cession to Cave City. To resist an attack and secure the bridge I am 
stronger on this side. Only one hill commands my camp, and it is about 
13 or 2 miles off. I have not reconnoitered beyond the first range. I 
can have a beautiful play of artillery on the approach to the bridge. 

I can take no position in front that cannot be turned by a superior 
force. My cavalry pickets extend beyond the upper pike. 

, McCOOKk. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Eee 29, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division, Lebanon: 


GENERAL: I send you a sketch of the country about Somerset which 
shows more of the roads than your map.* We conversed about the 
movement upon Zollicoffer through Columbia, and if you remember my 
idea it is hardly nécessary to add. anything on the subject. 

It is for you to move against his left and endeavor to cut him off from 
his bridge, while Schoepf, with whom ot course you must communicate, 
attacks in ‘front. 

The map will indicate the proper moves for that object. The result 
should be at least a severe blow to him or a hasty flight across the river. 
But to effect the former the movement should be made rapidly and 
secretly, and the blow should be vigorous and decided. There should 
be no delay after your arrival. It would be better not to have been 
undertaken if it should result in contining an additional force merely to 
watching the enemy. 

Take such portion of the cavalry from Columbia as you think neces- 
sary. Draw all the supplies you can from the country and move as 
light as possible. 

"Havi ing accomplished the object, be ready to move promptly in any 
direction, but wait until you hear from me, unless circumstances should 
require you to move without delay, as I may want you to proceed from 
there to the other matter about which we have conversed. 

Acknowledge the receipt of this by telegraph and report frequently. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





LEBANON, December 29, 1861—7.20 p. m. 
General D. C. BUELL: 

Have just received a dispatch from Colonel Bramlette, dated to-day- 
He reports a skirmish between a party of Haggard’s cavalry and a large 
party of the enemy last night at Jamestown, 18 miles east of Columbia. 
Major Owsley, who commanded the party, reports that he learned from 
their color. bearer, who was mortally wounded, that they were on their 
way to Burkesville. This is confirmed by a note from a Mr. James Mce- 
Kinstry, acitizen of Jamestown, who reports that the enemy had two 
regiments, and told him they were on their way to Burkesville. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General. 








*To appear in Atlas. 
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HpgRrS. FIRST DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Lebanon, December 29, 1861. 


Brigadier-General SCHOEPF, 
Commanding First Brigade, Somerset, Ky.: 

GENERAL: The commanding general of the division directs me to say 
that he will leave this place on Tuesday for Columbia, and wiil, if pos- 
sible, intercept Zollicotter, who is reported to be marching in that direc- 
tion. He desires you to keep a good lookout for him, and, if marching 
as reported, to push him with your troops in the direction of Columbia. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. FLYNT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, December 29, 1861. 


Capt. J. C. KELTON, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


On Thursday night I left here to visit Shawneetown and all other 
points occupied by troops within this military district on the Ohio River. 
At Shawneetown I found a regiment of cavalry with but few arms, and 
five companies of the regiment that have not yet been mustered into 
the service of the United States; also a regiment of infantry, claiming 
to number over 800 men, still in the State service, with about 400 mus- 
kets, that I had previously sent there from arms that had_ been turned 
in by troops here to receive better arms. These troops have a large 
steamer at their service, for which they seem to have no other use than 
to send up the river after hay for the cavalry horses. The steamer 
appears to have been chartered by State authority. Asa claim will 
likely come against the Government for all money paid in this way, I 
would recommend that the Governor of the State be requested to send 
a mustering officer to muster these troops into the service of the United 
States, and I can then supply their wants without keeping a large 
steamer expressly for that purpose. 

At Cave in Rock there are many refugees, who have been driven from 
their homes in Kentucky, and are now living in the cave in very desti- 
tute circumstances. The country on the Kentucky side has been nearly 
stripped of all supplies, the secessionists receiving hay and the Union- 
ists driven from their homes. ‘This portion of Kentucky is within the 
Department of the Ohio, but is remote from any of the troops of that 
department. The citizens are very clamorous for [Federal protection. 
There is an encampment of rebels at Hopkinsville, said to number about 
3,000 men, poorly armed and equipped, who, if driven out, would save this 
portion of the State much annoyance. Camp Beauregard (Feliciana) 
has been entirely evacuated, the troops going to Bowling Green. This 
gives re-enforcements to that point of about 7,000 men. 

T'inding cavalry much needed both at Paducah and Smithland, I have 

ordered up five companies from here; also ordered two companies to Cape 
Girardeau, to replace those ordered to Carondelet. 
_ There is evidently great dissatisfaction among the troops of General 
Jett. Thompson. There have been recently between 300 and 400 of his 
men come into Cape Girardeau and voluntarily applied to take the oath 
of allegiance to the Government. They express themselves anxious to 
retire to their homes and live in quiet. 

I have had a man in Columbus last week who succeeded in completing 
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a map of the enemy’s works, which I have every reason to believe is as 
accurate as it is possible to get before Columbus falls into our possession. 

The floating battery has been removed to New Madrid. Many of the 
best- disciplined troops have been removed, and their places supplied by 
militia. This informant says that he heard a planter remark that many 
of the troops were now distributed in squads of 20 and over upon the 
plantations in the South to repress insurrection. Being able to speak 
the German language, he learned that there are about 1,200 of that 
nationality who, with some 600 Irish, intend to turn upon the garrison 
as soon as they feel there is any security in doing so when an attack is 
made. Iam well aware, however, that it will not do to rely upon this 
sort of support. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


ee OP 


Hpars. First DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Lebanon, Ky., December 30, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky.: 


GENERAL: I received your letter of the 29th with the map. Have 
made arrangements to move as light as possible, and hope to get started 
to-morrow, although with raw troops and raw mules I fear there will be 
some difficulty. I have byt few wagons over and above the regimental 
wagons. The provisions will have to be hauled with hired teams until 
Captain Mackay can have time to break in his raw mules, which I fear 
will delay us much longer than we should be delayed. I have been told 
that the country we are going to is very poor, and it will be necessary 
to pass through speedily should we attempt to penetrate to Knoxville. 
I will therefore submit for your consideration if it would not be a better. 
move for my main force to go down the river (should we succeed with 
Zollicofier) as far as Burkesville, take to that place subsistence enough 
to last us to Nashville, place the subsistence on flat-boats, and march 
with a light train in two columns, one on each side of the river; the 
provisions and extra forage being floated down the river in boats under 
a strong guard. 

The enemy, being thus threatened on their rear and right, would 
greatly aid your advance in their front, and should they make a deter- 
mined stand at Bowling Green, I might with my column cut off their 
retreat at Gallatin. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., December 31, 1861. 
General ares Saint Louis, Mo.: 


General McClellan is sick. Are General Buell and yourself in concert? 
When he moves on Bowling Green, what binders it being re-enforced 
from Columbus? A simultaneous movement by you on Columbus might 


prevent it. 
A. LINCOLN. 
(Similar dispatch to Buell same date.) 
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
Somerset, Ky., December 31, 1861. 
(Received January 4, 1862.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Kentucky Division: 

GENERAL: I have received your instructions of 30th instant. Have 
heard of Zollicoffer’s contemplated move to-day, but doubt whether he 
will move towards Columbia; he not having had the courage to accept 
the invitation of my small force, would barely place himself in the unsafe 
position between our combined forces. | 

I have scouts out on the Harrison road, and as soon as he attempts 
to move I will be apprised of it in time to act in concert with you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPY, 


Brigadier-General, U. 8. Vols., Commanding Kirst Brigade. 


Abstract from return of the District of Cairo, commanded by Brig. Gen. U. 8S. Grant, for the 
month of December, 1861. | 
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Distribution of troops in the District of Cairo, December 31, 1861. 


BrrD’s Point, Mo. 


8th Illinois, Col. R. J. Oglesby. 
11th Illinois, Col. W. H. L. Wallace. 
20th Illinois, Col. C. C. Marsh. 
22d Illinois, Col. H. Daugherty. 
10th Iowa, Col. N. Perczel. 
7th Illinois Cavalry (battalion). 
1st Illinois Light Artillery, Battery B, 
Capt. Ezra Taylor. 
ist Illinois Light Artillery, Battery C, 
Capt. Charles Houghtaling. 


CaIro, ILL. 


18th Illinois, Col. M. K. Lawler. 
27th Iinois, Col. N. B. Buford. 
th Illinois, Col. James S. Rearden. 
30th Illinois, Col. P. B. Fouke. 
31st Illinois, Col. John A. Logan. 
48th Illinois, Col. I. N. Haynie. 
Ath Illinois Cavalry. 
1st Illinois Light Artillery, Battery G, 
Capt. A. O’Leary. 
2d Illinois Light Artillery, Battery E, 
Capt. A. Schwartz. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. 


17th Illinois, Col. L. F. Ross. 
11th Missonri, Col. J. B. Plummer. 
7th Illinois Cavalry (detachment). 
Murdock’s Mounted Riles. : 
2d Hlinois Light Artillery, Battery F, 
Capt. John W. Powell. 
Campbell’s Battery. 


Fort Hott, Ky. 


7th Illinois, Col. John Cook. 
28th Illinois, Col. A. K. Johnson. 
2d Illinois Cavalry (two companies). 
1st Illinois Light Artillery, Battery D, 
Capt. E. McAllister. 


Mounp Ciry, Tox. 
10th Illinois, Col. J. D. Morgan. 


SHAWNEETOWN, ILL. 


6th Illinois Cavalry, Col. T. H. Cav- 
anaugh. 
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WASHINGTON City, January 1, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Louisville: 

General McClellan should not yet be disturbed with business. I think 
you better get in concert with General Halleck at once. I write you to- 
night.* I also telegraph and write Halleck. | 

A. LINCOLN. 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., January 1, 1862. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President : 

There is no arrangement between General Halleck and myself. I 
have been informed by General McClellan that he would make suitable 
disposition for concerted action. There is nothing to prevent Bowling 
Green being re-enforced from Columbus if a military force is not brought 
to bear on the latter place. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier- General. 


WASHINGTON City, January 1, 1862. 


Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
General McClellan should not yet be disturbed with business. I think 
General Buell and yourself should be in communication and concert at 


once. I write you to-night and also telegraph and write him. 
A. LINCOLN. 


LOUISVILLE, January 1, 1862—11 p. m. 
President LINCOLN: 4 

I have already telegraphed General Halleck with a view to arrang- 
ing a concert of action between us and am momentarily expecting his 


answer. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., January 1, 1862. © 
To His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President: 
I have never received a word from General Buell. Iam not ready to 


co-operate with him. Hope to do so in few weeks. Have written fully 
on this subject to Major-General McClellan. Too much haste will ruin 


everything. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major. General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Somerset, Ky., January 1, 1862. 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS: 

GENERAL: In compliance with your instructions I have advised Cap- 
tain Fry of the state of things about Somerset to-day, which amounts 
to nothing positive relative to the enemy further than a strong prob- 
ability that he has no intention of moving from the vicinity of Mill 


* Not found. 





Cuar. XVIL] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 527 


Springs unless he is crowded, in which case he will probably recross the 
river. At present, however, it appears evident that he is preparing for 
winter quarters where he is. Your movement may change his plans. 

IT am credibly informed that Buckner sent to him very recently re- 
questing a few regiments to re-enforce him, which request was not com- 
plied with, Zollicoffer declining to move in that direction either in whole 
or in part. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPEF, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Kentucky Brigade. 





ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
January 2, 1862. | 
Brigadier-General BUELL, U. S. A., Louisville, Ky.: 

It is represented that the citizens of Union and Crittenden Counties, 
Kentucky, suffer much from depredations by rebels, and need protec- 
tion. What do you think of sending two unemployed regiments from 
Illinois under your orders to be used for their protection ? Answer soon. 

L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, — 
| Saint Louis, January 2, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky. : 

I have had no instructions respecting co-operation. All my available 
troops are in the field except those at Cairo and Paducah, which are 
barely sufficient to threaten Columbus, &c. A few weeks hence | hope 
to be able to render you very material assistance, but now a withdrawal 
of my troops from this State is almost impossible. Write me fully. 

: H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





PapucanH, Ky., January 2, 1862. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM: 

A reconnaissance to within a few miles of Camp Beauregard shows 
that the troops that left for Bowling Green have been replaced by two- 
months’ men trom Mississippi. Pillow’s division ordered to Bowling 
Green, but returned, and go in winter quarters. 

C. F. SMITH. 


[Repeated by General Cullum to General Buell J anuary 3.| 





HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
| Washington, January 3, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Commanding Department of Missourt: 

GENERAL: It is of the greatest importance that the rebel troops in 
Western Kentucky be prevented from moving to the support of the 
force in front of General Buell. To accomplish this an expedition should 
be sent up the Cumberland River, to act in concert with General Buell’s 
command, of sufficient strength to defeat any force that may be brought 
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against it. The gunboats should be supported by at least one and per- 
haps two divisions of your best infantry, taken from Paducah and other 
points from which they can best be spared. At the same time such a 
- demonstration should be made on Columbus as will prevent the removal 
of any troops from that place; and, if a sufficient number have already 
been withdrawn, the place should be taken. It may be well also to make 
a feint on the Tennessee River, with a command sufiicient to prevent 
disaster under any circumstances. | 

As our success in Kentucky depends in a great measure on our pre- 
venting re-enforcements from joining Buckner and Johnston, not a mo- 
ment’s time should be lost in preparing these expeditions. 

I desire that you give me at once your views in full as to the best 
method of accomplishing our object, at the same time stating the nature 
and strength of the force that you can use for the purpose and the time 
necessary to prepare. 

Very respectfully, GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


JANUARY 3, 1862. 
General LORENZO THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

Two regiments alone could only remain at Caseyville through the in- 
activity of the superior force of the enemy at Hopkinsville. That is 
possible; but if it should happen otherwise, it would be inconvenient to 
re-enforcethem. It would not be quite so bad at Uniontown. ‘The fre- 
quent presence of a gunboat up the river would have almost as good an 


. effect. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





| LOUISVILLE, Ky., January 3, 1862. 
General CULLUM, | 7 : 
Chief of Staff, Saint Louis, Mo.: ; 
Do I understand that one division has come to Bowling Green, and 
that another (Pillow’s) was ordered, but countermanded, or that no 
re-enforcements at all have come from Camp Beauregard? Where does 


Pillow go into quarters and what is his strength ?* 
D. C. BUELL, — 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Lousiville, January 3, 1862. 
General H. W. HALuEcK, U.S. A., 
Commanding Department of Missourt : 

My DEAR GENERAL: J received your dispatch, and with more delay 
than I meant proceed to the subject of it, in compliance with your re- 
quest, and I may add also at the wish of the President. I do not under- 
rate the difficulties in Missouri, but I think it not extravagant to say 
that the great power of the rebellion in the West is arrayed on a front, 
the flanks of which are Columbus and Bowling Green and the center 
about where the railroad between those points crosses the Tennessee 


*See Smith to Cullum, January 2, p. 527. 
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and Cumberland Rivers, including Nashville and the fortified points 
below. It is, I have no doubt, within bounds to estimate their force on 
that line at 80,000 men, including a column about Somerset, Ky. In 
rear of their right flank it is more. Of this force 40,000 may be set 
down as at Bowling Green, 20,000 at Columbus, though you doubtless 
have more information on that point than I have, and 20,000 at the 
center. Considering the railroad facilities, which enable the enemy to 
concentrate in a few hours on any single point of this front, you will at 
once see the importance of a combined attack on its center and flanks, 
or at least of demonstrations which may be converted into real attacks, 
and fully occupy the enemy on the whole front. It is probable that 
you may have given the subject, as far as Columbus and the center are 
concerned, more attention than Thave. With reference to the former at 
least I can make no more than the general suggestion already expressed, 
that it should be fully occupied. 

The attack upon the center should be by two gunboat expeditions, 
with, I should say, 20,000 men on the two rivers. They should pf course 
be organized with reference to the depth of water in the ri¥trs, and 
whether they should be of equal or unequal strength would depend on 
that and other considerations, and can hardly be determined until the 
moment of departure. The mode of attack must depend on the strength 
of the enemy at the several points and the features of the localities. 
It will be of the first importance to break the railroad communications, 
and, if possible, that should be done by columns moving rapidly to the 
bridges over the Cumberland and Tennessee. The former probably 
would not be reached at first, being some 31 miles above the first prin- 
cipal battery that I know of, at Dover. The other is 18 miles above 
Fort Henry, the first I know of on the Tennessee. 

If the expeditions should not be strong enough to do the work alone, 
they should establish themselves firmly at the nearest possible point, 
and remain at least until they ascertained that re-enforcements from 
my columns or some other source would not reach them. By resisting 
they could establish themselves permanently under the protection of 
the gunboats. | | 

I say this much rather to lay the subject before you than to propose 
any definite plan for your side. 

Whatever is done should be done speedily, within a few days. The 
work will become more difficult every day. Please let me hear from 
you at once. 

Very truly, yours, Dp. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





SPECIAL oe Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
No. 51. Louisville, Ky., January 3, 1862. 


I. Brigade the Nineteenth is hereby constituted as follows: 


Col. W. B. HaZENn, 41st Ohio Volunteers, commanding. 

Alst Ohio Volunteers, Colonel Hazen. 

46th Indiana Volunteers, Colonel litch. 

47th Indiana Volunteers, Colonel Slack. 

6th Kentucky Volunteers, Colonel Whitaker. 
& * # x * # . Sd 
By command of General Buell: 

JAMES B. FRY,] 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
34 RB R—VOL VIL 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
| Saint Louts, January 4, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL: | 
I have no other information than that sent, which was in the exact 
words received. General Smith can perhaps give you more particulars. 
: G. W. CULLUM, | 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff. 





CoLumsBvs, Ky., January 4, 1862. 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS: 
I send you the inclosed, which has just reached me. It is from one of 
the most reliable men in Kentucky, cashier of the Branch Bank of Louis- 
ville at Burkesville: 


The reat rains will raise the river so that Zollicoffer cannot be re-enforced for sev- 
eral days, and by a rapid movement upon him his forces on this side the river might 
be cut off and captured before aid could be thrown across to him, and then the re- 
enforcements could be met and also cut off or driven back. The rise in the river will 
temporarily destroy their floating bridge. 


- In haste, respectfully, 
THO. E. BRAMLETTE, 
Colonel Third Regiment Kentucky Volunteers. 





WASHINGTON, January 4, 1862. 
General BUELL: 7 
Have arms gone forward for East Tennessee? Please tell me the 


progress and condition of the movement in that direction. Answer. 
; A. LINCOLN. 





LOUISVILLE, Ky., January 5, 1862. 


To the PRESIDENT: 

Arms can only go forward for East Tennessee under the protection of 
an army. My organization of the troops has had in view two columns 
with reference to that movement: a division to move from Lebanon and 
a brigade to operate offensively or defensively, according to circum- 
stances, on the Cumberland Gap route; but it was necessary also to 
have regard to contingencies which, before the transportation, arms, 
&c., could be ready, might require a modification of the plan. The 
time and manner of the movement must still be subject to such contin- 
gencies, though I hope to inaugurate it very soon. Our transportation 
and other preparations have been delayed far beyond my expectations 
and are still incomplete. The arms—foreign ones, requiring repairs— 
arrived a week or more ago, and are now being put in order by the 
ordnance officer. 

While my preparations have had this movement constantly in view I 
will confess to your excellency that I have been bound to it more by my 
sympathy for the people of Kast Tennessee and the anxiety with which 
you and the General-in-Chief have desired it than by my opinion of its 
wisdom as an unconditional measure. As earnestly as I wish to accom- 
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plish it, my judgment has from the first been decidedly against it, if it 
should render at all doubtful the success of a movement against the 
great power of the rebellion in the West, which is mainly arrayed on 
the line from Columbus to Bowling Green, and can speedily be concen- 
trated at any point of tbat line which is attacked singly. 

| D. C. BUELL. 


[Confidential. } 


WASHINGTON, Monday, January 6, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 

My DEAR GENERAL: You will have learned ere this that Colonel 
Cross has been ordered to relieve Colonel Swords, and that two or three 
active young quartermasters from the Regular Army have been ordered 
to report to you. Two hundred wagons from Philadelphia have been 
ordered to you, and Meigs is stirring up the country generally to pro- 
cure means of transportation for you. There are few things I have 
more at heart than the prompt movement of a strong column into East- 
ern Tennessee. The political consequences of the delay of this move- 
ment will be much more serious than you seem to anticipate. If relief 
is not soon afforded those people we shall lose them entirely, and with 
them the power of inflicting the most severe blow upon the secession 
cause. 

I was extremely sorry to learn from your telegram to the President 
that you had from the beginning attached little or no importance to a 
movement in East Tennessee.* I had not so understood your views, 
and it develops a radical difference between your views and my own, 
which I deeply regret. 

My own general plans for the prosecution of the war make the speedy 
occupation of East Tennessee and its lines of railway matters of abso- 
lute necessity. Bowling Green and Nashville are in that connection of 
very secondary importance at the present moment. My own advance 
cannot, according to my present views, be made until your troops are 
solidly established in the eastern portion of Tennessee. If that is not 
possible, a complete and prejudicial change in my own plans at once 
becomes necessary. 

Interesting as Nashville may be to the Louisville interests, it strikes 
me that its possession is of very secondary importance in comparison 
with the immense results that would arise from the adherence to our 
cause of the masses in East Tennessee, West North Carolina, South Car- 
olina, North Georgia, and Alabama, results that I feel assured would ere 
long flow from the:‘movement I allude to. 

Halleck, from his own account, will not scon be in a condition to 
support properly a movement up the Cumberland. Why not make the 
movement independently of and without waiting for that? 

I regret that I have not strength enough to write a fuller and more 
intelligible letter, but this is my very first effort at writing for some- 
what more than two weeks. 

In haste, my dear general, very truly, yours, 
| GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


*See Buell to McClellan, January 13, 1862, p. 548. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., January 6, 1862. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States: 


Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s 
letter of the 1st instant* on the subject of a concert of action between 
General Halleck and myself. 

«I had already written to him on the subject, which, as you rightly 
suppose, is of the very highest importance. 

With very high respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


eee 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 6, 1862. 
To His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 


In reply to your excellency’s letter of the 1st instant,t I have to state 
that on receiving your telegram I immediately communicated with Gen- 
eral Buell and have since sent him all the information I could obtain of 
the enemy’s movements about Columbus and Camp Beauregard. No 
considerable force has been sent from those places to Bowling Green. 
They have about 22,000 men at Columbus, and the place is strongly forti- 
fied. Ihave at Cairo, Fort Holt, and Paducah only about 15,000, which, 
after leaving guards at these places, would give me but little over 
10,000 men with which to assist General Buell. It would be madness to 
attempt anything serious with such a force, and I cannot at the present 
time withdraw any from Missouri without risking the loss of this State. 
- The troops recently raised in other States of this department have with- ° 
out my knowledge been sent to Kentucky and Kansas. 

I am satisfied that the authorities at Washington do not appreciate 
the difficulties with which we have to contend here. The operations of 
Lane, Jennison, and others have so enraged the people of Missouri, that 
it is estimated that there is a majority of 80,000 against the Govern- 
ment. We are virtually in an enemy’s country. Price and others have 
a considerable army in the Southwest, against which I am operating 
with all my available force. . 

This city and most of the middle and northern counties are insur- 
rectionary—burning bridges, destroying telegraph lines, &c.—and can 
be kept down only by the presence of troops. A large portion of the 
foreign troops organized by General Frémont are unreliable; indeed, 
many of them are already mutinous. They have been tampered with by 
politicians, and made to believe that if they get up a mutiny and demand 
Frémont’s return the Government will be forced to restore him to duty 
here. It is believed that some high officers are in the plot. 1 have 
already been obliged to disarm several of these organizations and I am 
daily expecting more serious outbreaks. Another grave difficulty is the 
want of proper general officers to command the troops and enforce order 
and discipline, and especially to protect public property from robbery 
and plunder. Some of the brigadier-generals assigned to this depart- 
ment are entirely ignorant of their duties and unfit for any command. 
I assure you, Mr. President, it is very difficult to accomplish much with 
such means. I am in the condition of a carpenter who is required to 
build a bridge with a dull ax, a broken saw, and rotten timber. It is 


——— a 


*Not found, but see telegram, p. 526. tSee p. 926. 
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true that I have some very gogd green timber, which will answer the 
purpose as soon as I can get it Into shape and season it a little. 

I know nothing of General Buell’s intended operations, never having 
received any information in regard to the general plan of campaign. If 
it beintended that his column shall move on Bowling Green while another 
moves from Cairo or Paducah on Columbus or Camp Beauregard, it will 
be a repetition of the same strategic error which produced the disaster of 
Bull Run. To operate on exterior lines against an enemy occupying a 
central position will fail, as it always has failed, in ninety-nine cases out 
of a hundred. It is condemned by every military authority I have ever 
read. 

General Buell’s army and the forces at Paducah occupy precisely the 
same position in relation to each other and to the enemy as did the 
armies of McDowell and Patterson before the battle of Bull Run. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 
{Indorsement. ] 

The within is a copy of a letter just received from General Halleck. 
It is exceedingly discouraging. As everywhere else, nothing can be 
done. 

JANUARY 10, 1862. A. LINCOLN. 





SAINT LOUIS, January 6, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 


GENERAL: I have delayed writing to you for several days in hopes 
of getting some favorable news from the Southwest. The news received 
to-day, however, is unfavorable, it being stated that Price is making a 
stand near Springfield, and that all our available forces will be required 
to dislodge and drive him out. My advices from Columbus represent that 
the enemy has about 22,000 men there. I have only about 15,000 at 
Cairo, Fort Holt, and Paducah, and after leaving guards at these places 
I could not send into the field over 10,000 or 11,000. Moreover, many 
of these are very imperfectly armed. Under these circumstances it would 
be madness for me to attempt any serious operation against Camp 
Beauregard or Columbus. Probably in the course of afew weeks I will 
be able to send additional troops to Cairo and Paducah to co-operate 
with you, but at present it is impossible; and it seems to me that if you 
deem such co-operation necessary to your success your movement on 
Bowling Green should be delayed. I know nothing of the plan of cam- 
paign, never having received any information on the subject; but it 
strikes me that to operate from Louisville and Paducah or Cairo against 
an enemy at Bowling Green is a plain case of exterior lines, like that of 
McDowell and Patterson, which, unless each of the exterior columns is 
superior to the enemy, leads to disaster ninety-nine times in a hundred. 

Very respectfully, your obedieut servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 6, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, Cario, Ill. : | 
I wish you to make a demonstration in force on Mayfield and in the 
direction of Murray. Forces from Paducah and Fort Holt should met 
at Mayfield and threaten Camp Beauregard and Murray, letting it be 


534 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND 8,W. VA, [CHar. XVIL 


understood that Dover is the object of your attack. But do not advance 
far enough to expose your flank and red to an attack from Columbus, 
and by all means avoid a serious engagement. 

Make a great fuss about moving all your forces towards Nashville, 
and let it be so reported by the newspapers. 

Take proper precaution to deceive your own men as well as the enemy. 
Let no one, not even a member of your own staff, know the real object. 
I will send you some forces from this place to increase the deception. 
Let it be understood that 20,000 or 30,000 men are expected from Mis- 
souri, and that your force is merely the advanced guards to the main 
column of attack. The object is to prevent re-enforcements from being 
sent to Buckner. Having accomplished this, you will slowly retire to 
your former positions, but, if possible, keep up the idea of a general ad- 
vance. 

Be very careful, however, to avoid a battle; we are not ready for 
that; but cut off detached parties and give your men a little experience 
in skirmishing, 

If Commodore Foote can make a gunboat demonstration at the same 
time it will assist in carrying out the deception. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, January 6, 1862. 
Capt. J. C. KELTON, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

CAPTAIN: From information just received from Columbus the garri- 
son there is now reduced from what i was a few weeks ago by the with- 
drawal of the sixty-days’ men, who are supposed many of them to have 
gone to Camp Beauregard. ‘This leaves a force of probably thirty regi- 
ments in Columbus. General Pillow has resigned and gone to his home, 
in consequence of being ordered to Bowling Green. 

The rebels have a chain across the river about 1 mile above Colum- 
bus. It is sustained by flats at intervals, the chain passing through 
staples placed about the water’s edge, the chain passing under the boats. 
Between each pair of the boats a torpedo is attached to the chain, which 
is expected to explode by concussion. _ 

An experiment was made with one of these machines about ten days 
ago by directing a coal-boat against it. The experiment resulted satis- 
factorily to the enemy. The position of them being so distinctly marked 
cannot be regarded as much of an obstacle. Others are supposed to be 
planted in the river above these, not so distinctly located. From infor- 
mation received through a gentleman up from Memphis there are about 
600 torpedoes in the river from Columbus to that city. | 

There are quite a number of soldiers in the guard-house here for de- 
sertion, disorderly conduct, &c. I would suggest, in view of the diffi- 
culty of getting men for the gunboat service, that these men be trans- 
ferred to that service; also that authority be given to transfer unruly 
men hereafter. I have spoken to Commodore Foote on the subject, and 
I believe it meets with his approval. 

If it meets with the approval of the general commanding the depart- 
ment, I would be pleased to visit headquarters on business connected 
with this command. : 

U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General. 
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: | WAR DEPARTMENT, January 7, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Lowisville, Ky.: 

A gentleman called yesterday from Kentucky, stating he had been 
sent by one of your officers to ask more troops. How many more do 
you want and of what kind? Weare exceedingly anxious to have some 
result in Kentucky, especially towards Hast Tennessee. 

SIMON CAMERON, 
Secretary of War. 


LOUISVILLE, January —, 1862. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 


No person has been sent to ask for more troops. Undoubtedly there 
ought to be more, and better artillery and better cavalry, but I shall 
work with what I have, and as soon as possible. Concert of action, by 
which the enemy may be prevented from concentrating his whole force 
from Columbus to Bowling Green on one point of attack, would have 
the same and a better effect than more troops immediately here. 

D. C. BUELL. 


WASHINGTON, January 7, 1862. - 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville: 


Please name as early a day as you safely can on or before which you 
can be ready to move southward in concert with Major-General Halleck. 
Delay is ruining us, and it is indispensable for me to have something 
definite. I send a like dispatch to Major-General Halleck. 

| A. LINCOLN. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 7, 1862—(midnight). 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President, Washington: 

I have asked General Buell to designate a day for a demonstration 
to assisthim. Itis allIcandotillI getarms. Ihave noarms. I have 
sent two unarmed regiments to assist in the feint. I wrote you yester- 
day and will write again to-night.* 

H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH BRIGADE, 
Columbia, Ky., January 7, 1862. 

General THOMAS: | 

Sir: A rebel steamboat passed Burkesville yesterday at 12 o’clock, 
loaded with men and cannon and other arms, clothing, &c. | 

I send 300 cavalry to heights on this side to intercept it, if possible. 
I will move with 300 of Third Kentucky and the Nineteenth Ohio to an 
advantageous position at the mouth of Renick’s Creek, 24 miles above 
Burkesville, on the Cumberland. I shall move the whole force here to 
Burkesville. It is only 4 miles farther from Glasgow than Columbia. 
I am not willing to see the Cumberland surrendered, without a struggle, 
to Zollicoffer and the rebel invaders. If this movement is wrong, it can 


* Letter not found. 
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be censured. I know it will be right if we whip the scoundrels and 
wrong if otherwise. More boats are expected up. If we delay much 
longer the enemy will have time to bring his re-enforcements from Texas 
and Louisiana. 

We have no cannon, and must rely on our rifles to take off the men 
from the boats. With one piece of artillery the boats could be torn to 
atoms or sunk. 

Can you not send me a section of a battery? Ihave ordered your 
commissary to supply rations to the troops about to move. 

Respectfully, &c., 
J. T. BOYLE, 
Acting Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
Somerset, January 7, 1862. 
(Received January 8, 1862.) 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THomAs, 
Commanding Eastern Division: 


GENERAL: I have received your instructions of January 1, 1862, yes- 
terday. 

On the 1st I made a sketch of the enemy’s position and a statement 
of my views of an advantageous attack. You having received from 
General Buell orders how to attack; I send you this now not as a sug- 
gestion but as information of the country surrounding the enemy. The- 
position at Somerset, while it may be regarded as a strong position for 
a force of 7,000 or 10,000 infantry, with one or two batteries, is assaila- 
ble with a less force, from the fact that there is no one point of sufficient 
strategic importance upon which the whole force could be concentrated 
and command the surrounding heights. It is also rendered assailable- 
from the number of approaches to the place, passable roads for infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery leading into Somerset from every directiork 

The same may be said of the position of the rebel forces stationed at 
Mill Springs, upon the south side of the Cumberland River, and at Beech 
Grove, upon the north side of the river. At Mill Springs the rebel force 
is represented as numbering 3,000, at which point they have constructed 
earth fortifications upon three sides; the north angle of the square being 
fortified by the precipitous bluffs of the Cumberland River. 

The area embraced within said fortifications cannot be less than 400 
acres, making a line to be defended of 14 miles. The fortifications on 
the north side the river extend across a narrow neck of land between 
the main Cumberland River and White Oak Creek, and consist of in- 
trenchments about 1 mile in length. 

The timber upon the north of the intrenchments for a distance of 
three-fourths of a mile has been thrown so that there is no approach 
except by the narrow road in front, while the hope of a flank movement 
is futile, as the precipitous bluffs of the Cumberland upon the east and 
those of White Oak Creek upon the west render a flank movement of 
infantry impossible. | 

Had we a force of 10,000 men at this place we could then station 
behind fortifications at the two crossings of Fishing Creek (Hudson’s 
and Salt-works), 2,500 each, while with the remaining force of 5,000 
we could cross the Cumberland at Waitsborough upon coal-barges, with 
which a bridge could soon be constructed, and by a forced march of the 
5,000 infantry and two batteries secure the position A, which commands 
both the Mill Springs and Beech Grove encampments; also the cross- 
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ing at Mill Springs. Once the fire was opened upon them at Mill 
Springs, should they attempt to recross, the forces from the north side 
the Cumberland having only three small flats of capacity insufficient 
to cross 50 men each and requiring fully one-half hour to cross and 
recross, the whole force would fall an easy prey tous. They have also. 
a large quantity of army stores collected at Captain West's, consisting 
of bacon, wheat, corn, &c., while their main transportation train at Mill 
Springs, consisting of 1,000 wagons, horses, mules, and cattle, is certainly 
an object of acquisition. Should Zollicoffer not attempt to recross the 
Cumberland upon our opening fire upon Mill Springs, but remain an 
idle spectator until that place was reduced, our guns could then be 
turned upon him, and the distance across to his encampment from point 
A not exceeding 14 miles, it would be within range of our guns. 

The movement above indicated is preferred from the fact that it will 
in the first place secure a position which will command both encamp- 
ments, and at the same time cuts off the retreat of the forces at Mill 
Springs, while, should Zollicoffer attempt to escape by abandoning his 
intrenchments and a move north, he would either fall upon our strong 
position at Fishing Creek or else move in the direction of Jamestown, 
either of which would prove alike disastrous to him. 

I would suggest that the movement should be made without baggage 
train, and, as position A is distant from Somerset only 18 miles, we might 
move down to the Cumberland at Waitsborough and make a feint by 
throwing up fortifications until night-fall, when our boats should descend 
to that point, the bridge be constructed, and the crossing effected in 
about four hours. , 

In the mean time a reliable force, consisting of one or two companies, 
should be crossed at the north of the South Fork of the Cumberland, and 
fall into the main road at Weaver's, 7 miles from Waitsborough, return- 
ing in the direction of Waitsborough, taking in the rebel pickets as they 
return, which if accomplished, the position A could be secured by a 
march of three hours from Waitsborough. I inclose you the sketch 
referred to in my letter.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPYF, 
Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, January 8, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Your instructions of the 6th were received this morning and immedi- 
ate preparations made for carrying them out. Commodore Foote will be 
able to co-operate here with three gunboats. Two others will go up the: 
Tennessee, with a transport accompanying, having on board a battalion 
of infantry and one section of artillery. General C. I. Smith will move. 
upon Mayfield, and the cavalry from here and probably two regiments. 
of infantry will effect a junction with him there. From this point I have 
instructed General Smith to threaten Camp Beauregard and Murray, but 
in such a way as to make it appear that the latter and probably Dover 

Fort Donelson] are the points in the greatest danger. General Smith 
is informed that re-enforcements are to arrive from Saint Louis, and 
that I will occupy the ground from Fort Jefferson to Blandville, and cut 
off all probability of an attempt to get on his flank or in his rear from 
RS SE elb RE, SAEED ESE ca eR SARS RR eee ee nee pane Ree eee 


* See p. 946. 
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Columbus. The continuous rains for the last week or more have ren- 
dered the roads extremely bad, and will necessarily make our movement 
slow. This, however, will operate worse upon the enemy, if he should 
come out to meet us, than upon us. 

I will probably send two steamers to a point below Island No. 1, where 
there is a better road leading directly to Columbus, and one leading into 
the back country, intersecting other roads leading to the same place. 
The troops on these steamers will be fully protected by the gunboats, 
and will not go tar from their transports. 

I have not prepared instructions for the troops moving from this place, 
as I will be along and may have to vary from any plan that could now 
be drawn up. This movement will be commenced to-morrow, and every 
effort made to carry out your design. 

. U.S. GRANT, 


_ Brigadier- General. 
8 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Somerset, Ky., January 8, 1862. 
Capt. GEORGE E. FLYNT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division, Columbia, Ky. : 

CAPTAIN: To-day’s work consists in making a reconnaissance with a 
large force (sent out last night) in front of the enemy’s position at Fish- 
ing Creek, and the capture of two of his cavalry, with the supposed 
wounding of several others. My object was to cut off and secure his 
foraging train, but the bad roads and high water in the creeks pre- 
vented my plans being fudly carried out. 

Heavy firing has been heard during the day in the direction of Mill 
Springs, but it is supposed to be in honor of the day, as there can be 
none of our forces in that vicinity. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. 8. EVERETT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL een Hpqks. DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
No. 4. Louisville, Ky., January 8, 1862. 
* * * * * * * 


VII. The following organization of brigades will ‘be observed until 
further orders: 


Twentieth Brigade. Twenty-first Brigade. 
Colonel FoRsYTH, commanding. Colonel CaRR, commanding. 

64th Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Colonel | 40th Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Celo- 
Forsyth. nel Wilson. 

65th Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Colonel | 57th Regiment Indiana “Volunteers, Colo- 
Harker. . nel McMullen. 

51st sient Indiana Volunteers, Colo- | 58th Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Colo- 
nel Streight. nel Carr. 

—— Kentucky Volunteers, Colonel Land- | 24th Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, Col- 
ram. onel Grigsby. 


VIII. The Eighth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers (Colonel Barnes) 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Boone’s battalion of Kentucky volunteers are 
assigned to the Sixteenth Brigade. 

IX. Brigadier-General Ward is assigned to the command of the Six- 
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teenth Brigade and such other troops as may be posted to guard the line 
in front of Louisville; headquarters at Elizabethtown. : 

X.. The following troops are attached to the Twelfth Brigade, Briga- 
dier-General Carter commanding, and will proceed to London, Ky., viz: 
The Forty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, Colonel Ray; the Sixteenth Ohio 
Volunteers, Colonel De Courcy ; Wetmore’s battery of Ohio volunteer 
artillery, and Major Munday’s battalion of Kentucky cavalry. 

The Forty-ninth Indiana will march via Springfield, Lebanon, and 
Danville. The Sixteenth Obio will march from Lexington direct. The 
battery and the battalion of cavalry will move by rail to Lebanon and 
march thence via Danville to London. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Brigadier-General Buell : 
| [JAMES B. FRY,] 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 





Hpqes. First Briac., First Div., DEPT. OF THE OHIO, 
Somerset, Ky., January 8 |9], 1862. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAs, 
Commanding Eastern Division: 


GENERAL: The fruits of my reconnaissance, referred to in my note of 
last night, amounted to only 2 cavalry captured, with the supposed 
wounding of several others, the bad roads and high water in the creek 
preventing a more successful result. My men returned without loss 
and in good spirits, except that they evidently felt that they ought to 
have accomplished more, but, under the circumstances I believe they 
did all that could have been expected. When the present storm abates 
they may make another effort. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Brigade. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 9, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, Washington: 


GENERAL: Yours of the 3d was received last evening and has re- 
ceived my most careful consideration. I have already written to you 
and to the President (at his request) in relation to the subject-matter of 
your letter. I will briefly state what I have done and had proposed 
doing. 

On the 6th instant I wrote the inclosed communication to General 
Grant,* and on the 7th telegraphed to General Buell to “designate a day 
for the demonstration.” To assist this 1 ordered two unarmed regiments 
from Springfield to General Grant, to receive their arms as soon as we 
could procure them, and we are arming two regiments at Benton Bar- 
racks, to be immediately sent to Cairo. One additional regiment will be 
withdrawn from the Iron Mountain Railroad and one from the Hannibal 
and Saint Joseph Railroad, making six in all. As soon as we receive 
arms two more regiments can be sent from Benton Barracks. The in- 
surrection in the northeast is not yet entirely suppressed. General 


*See p. 533. 
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Henderson had an engagement yesterday near Mexico, and captured 40 
prisoners. He expected another fight this morning. If any of our 
troops are withdrawn from there at present the scattered insurgents will 
collect, and again destroy the railroad and telegraph line. We may ex- 
pect, however, that most of these gangs will be broken up in the course 
of the next two or three weeks. 

Price’s army is still near Springfield. His forces are variously esti- 
mated from 12,000 to 40,000. About 50 miles farther south it is said 
there is a force of 18,000 Arkansas, Texan, and Indian troops marching 
to his assistance. Such is the substance of the telegrams from Geueral 
Curtis and Colonel Steele. In order to ascertain the truth as to Price’s 
position and numbers as nearly as possible, I sent out the cavalry from 
Rolla to drive in his pickets and feel his position and strength, intend- 
ing to move the infantry and artillery to their support. On receiving 
the President’s telegrams I suspended the latter movement, and for 
several days have heard nothing from Carr’s cavalry. If Price should 
be found to have anything like his reputed forces, it would probably be 
necessary to send against him also most of the available forces near_ 
Sedalia not now absent north of the river pursuing rebel bands and 
bridge-burners. For the reasons already given, these troops are still 
held in position. 

If the troops at Sedalia and Rolla are not either sent against Price or 
put in position to keep him in check, he will unquestionably return to 
the Missouri River, where he will be received by a very large mass of 
insurgents, who have concealed arms and ammunition. This informa- 
tion comes from so many reliable sources that I cannot doubt its correct- 
ness. The question is therefore a very plain one. If a sufficient num- 
ber of troops are to be withdrawn from Missouri at the present time to 
constitute an expedition up the Cumberland strong enough to afford any 
reasonable hope of resisting an attack of the enemy, we must seriously 
peril the loss of this State. I can make with the gunboats and availa- 
ble troops a pretty formidable demonstration, but no real attack. The 
gunboats are not yet ready, but probably will be within a week or two. 
With good luck here, and the receipt of the 11,000 arms ordered by you 
a month ago, we can by the early part of February throw some 15,000 
or 20,000 additional troops on that line. If you insist upon my doing 
this now, your orders will be obeyed, whatever may be the result in 
Missouri. 

Advices received yesterday from Cairo are to the effect that no large 
forces have moved from the vicinity of Columbus in the direction of 
Bowling Green. 

Pillow was ordered forward, but, disapproving the order, he resigned 
and went South. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





CAIRO, ILL., January 9, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 


The fog is so dense that it is impossible to cross the river. This will 
defer any movement for one day. A steamer is now lying across the 
channel at Dogtooth Bend, which will prevent re-enforcements arriving 
by river until she is removed. Have re-enforcements started? 

U.S. GRANT. 
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CAIRO, January 9, 1862. 
Commodore ANDREW H. FOOTE, 
Commanding Cairo Flotilla: 

Full directions have been given for the movement of troops on the 
expedition just fitting out. It will commence this evening by the ad- 
vance under General McClernand taking position at Fort Jefferson. 
Will you be kind enough to direct such of the gunboats as you may 
think it expedient to send to accompany the transports and occupy a 
position for their protection ? 

U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, January 9, 1862. 
General JoHN A. MCCLERNAND, 
Commanding, Cairo, Lll.: 

As soon as ready for the move, your command will proceed to Fort 
Jefferson and encamp for the night. The cavalry, artillery, and trans- 
port wagons (empty) will land at Fort Holt, and will proceed from that 
point to Fort Jefferson. The ammunition may be divided, if necessary, 
among the accompanying wagons sufficiently to lighten the pieces and 
caissons to make their transportation practicable. On the arrival of 
troops from Bird’s Point at Fort Jefferson to-morrow morning the ad- 
vance will be moved to Elliott’s Mill. Thearrangement of guards is left 
with the commander of the advance. 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, January 9, 1862. 
General E. A. PAINE, 
Commanding Second Brigade, Bird’s Point, Mo.: 

On the arrival of transports at Bird’s Point you will cause the artil- 
lery, cavalry, and transport wagons to be ferried to Fort Holt and go 
into camp for the night immediately below there. Before having the 
wagons cross move everything aboard the transports that can be dis- 
pensed with, leaving sufficient guard from each company on board to 
look after the company property. In the morning everything crossed 
to Fort Holt will proceed to Fort Jefferson. As the roads will be heavy, 
it may be necessary for the artillery to distribute their ammunition 
among the wagons accompanying. With the balance of your command 
now under orders you will proceed by transports to the same place and 
there await further orders. 

_U. 8S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
: Cairo, January 9, 1862. 
General 0. F. SMITH, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Paducah, Ky.: 
Owing to the density of the fog it will be impossible to make any 
movement here to-day. This will delay your movements also, it being 
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desirable to effect a junction at Mayfield. As the matter now stands, 
the column leaving Paducah need not start until Saturday. If there 
should be future delay, I will telegraph you. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. First DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Camp near Columbia, January 9, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. ALBIN SCHOEPF, 
Commanding at Somerset: 

GENERAL: Your communication of the 7th instant, submitting a plan 
of the enemy’s intrenchments, has been received at the hands of Captain 
Hall. Your views appear to me excellent, provided the bridge of boats 
can be secured from freshets. It is General Buell’s desire, however, 
that we should not cross the river unless absolutely necessary. His 
plan was that by marching from this place I should threaten his left 
flank whilst you attacked him in front. | 

Do you consider his position impregnable from attack in front? If 
so, let me know by messenger as soon as youcan. We have had very 
bad weather since the 1st, and have another obstacle to-day in the ris- 
ing of the creek near here. I am in hopes, however, that we shall be 
able to march to-morrow. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS KIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, | 
Mouth of Abbotts Creek, January 9, 1862. 
Colonel SHELDON, Commanding Brigade: | 

DEAR Stim: We have been here about an hour. We were attacked 
by the enemy’s scouts, who were lying in ambush at Abbott’s Gap, 1 mile 
back. Our boys behaved admirably. The enemy ran; we pursued. 
Took a musket and a horse, and have put the boys up on a hill in the 
woods to bivouac. The enemy is encamped 3 miles from here, up Ab- 
bott’s Creek, at a point called Gopperas Lick. Our boys are very weary, 
but I think we shall move on before daybreak. Their cannon are behind, 
and they will have a great deal of difficulty in transporting them. We 
have now a better hope than ever of making them fight. I want you to 
follow us with every available man that the quartermaster can feed just 
as soon as you call the men up from their beds and get hard bread in 
their haversacks. Get everything in good shape as possible, but hurry, 
hurry, hurry. 

A messenger has just reached me from Major McLaughlin, saying he 
has sent for re-enforcements. I hope you have sent them already. If 
any good men are left, send them to me. Now or never we must strike 
them. 

Ever, yours, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
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Sant Louis, January 10, 1862. 
General McCLELLAN: 

Do you insist upon my withdrawing troops from Missouri for the pur- 
pose indicated in your letter of the 3d instant? If so, it will be done, 
but in my opinion it involves the defeat of the Union cause in this State. 
I will write more fully what I have done and can do to assist D. C. 


Buell. : 
H. W. HALLECK. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
| Saint Louis, January 10, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky. : 

Troops at Cairo and Paducah are ready for a demonstration on May- 
field, Murray, and Dover. Six additional regiments will be there next 
week. Fix a day when you wish the demonstration, but put it off.as 
long as possible, in order that I may increase the strength of the force. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


| SAInT LovIS, January 10, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. GRANT, Cairo, Iil.: 
Re-enforcements are received [delayed ?], and arms. Delay your move- 
ment until I telegraph. Let me know when the channel is clear. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


| CaIRo, January 10, 1862. 
General C. F. Smru, 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Paducah, Ky.: 

A telegraph just received from General Halleck notifies me of a delay 
in sending re-enforcements from Saint Louis, and directs that no advance 
be made until further notice from him. If the telegraph is in working 
order when the notice is received, I will inform you by that uncertain 
means of communication, if not, by express. 

To add to our difficulties, a steamer has got aground about 20 miles 
above here, where the channel is very narrow, and swung around so as 
to entirely cut off navigation from here during the present low stage of 
water or until removed. I have sent a steamer to her relief. : 

U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
: Louisville, January 10, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. T. L. CRITTENDEN, 
Commanding Fifth Division, Calhoun, Ky.: 
Siz: The general commanding directs that you move your diyision 
without delay to South Carrollton or near there. Takea strong position 
on the north side of the river which can be held by a small force. 
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Take your bridge with you or provide other means of crossing rapidly. 
Leave a regiment at Calhoun to guard the lock. 
Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


ee aeeaaee 


Camp Woop, Munfordville, January 10, £862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BELL: 


Hindman’s brigade, about 3,000, are at Bell’s. Breckinridge, with his 
brigade, at Oakland. I know nothing positive in regard to the force at 
Bowling Green; suppose 35,000 or 40,000. 

The railroad is destroyed from Horse Cave for about 3 miles. The 
tunnel track is torn up and tunnel blasted full of rock, timber cut over 
the pike, and ditches dug across the road this side of Bell’s. None of 
the other roads have been. I have sent a trusty man by Glasgow to 
Scottsville. He should be back to-day. The téte-de-pont is progressing 
finely. It will be longer than I expected. I have not yet completed the 
transfer, but will complete to-morrow. Working the men will prove a 
great sanitary measure. | 

I was on the other side when the message came. 

A. McD. McCOOK, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 





Abstract from return of the District of Cairo, Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant commanding, for 
January 10, 1862. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 11, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, Cairo, Ill.: 7 
I can hear nothing from Buell, so fix your own time for the advance, 
Threé regiments will go down on Monday. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 
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ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 11, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, U. 8. A., Saint Lowis, Mo.: 
The following dispatch is from General Buell. Does it meet your 
views ? 
Raw troops do not add much to our strength for active operations. Why not send 


them into garrison at Cairo and Paducah, and let the older troops take the field, as the 
Confederates are doing? I refer to the Illinois regiments ordered here. 


L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General 





HEADQUARTERS, Somerset, Ky., January 11, 1862. 


General GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding Division, near Columbia, Ky.: 

GENERAL: Yours of the 9th, by Captain Hall, was duly received. 
You ask whether I consider the position of Zollicoffer impregnable in 
front. I would not like to say positively that such was the case; but 
I may safely say that to carry his position must be attended with heavy 
loss of life on our part. | 

There is no possible chance of maneuvering with infantry in front of 
his works, while artillery could be of no use, from the impossibility of 
securing any point from which it could be used to advantage, with an 
almost certainty of losing it in the event of our failing to carry the 
enemy’s works at the first onset. If it is deemed not best to cross the 
river, the next thing to be done is to find some accessible point on the 
west side of White Oak Creek from which our artillery could be brought 
to bear with force on his works, in the mean time crowding him in front 
and flank with our infantry. By this means we may draw him out for 
a field fight. The immediate occupancy by artillery of one or more 
suitable points on the river below Mill Springs, for the purpose of stop- 
ping his steamers, is a matter which in my opinion should not be over- 
looked, as, with the present condition of the roads, it is through this 
channel that he must necessarily draw his supplies. I send you three 
men to-day who are acquainted with the country west of White Oak 
Creek, and who can be of service to you as you approach that line. 
Please keep me advised of your approach and plans, that I may_act 
promptly and in concert with you. _ 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding at Somerset. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, January 12, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HAuueEck, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Before the receipt of your telegram directing delay in the demonstra- 
tion previously ordered, I had commenced by sending a portion of my 
command immediately under General McClernand to Fort Jefferson. 
As it would be attended with a good deal of trouble to bring these 
troops back and have a demoralizing effect on them besides, I have 
left them there. They occupy a good camp ground, and have Mayfield 
Creek, a stream not fordable, between them and the enemy. 


35 R R—VOL VII 
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Yesterday three of the enemy’s gunboats came up to reconnoiter, but 
finding two of ours lying below the camp they did not venture near 
enough to see our position or for our gunboats to engage thei effect- 
ually. They placed themselves across the stream at very long range, 
and by the time Captain Porter and Lieutenant Paulding, commanding 
the gunboats, weighed anchor and got under headway they were off. 
Captain Porter chased them under their guns at Columbus, one shot 
certainly, and he thinks two, taking effect upon one of their boats, dis- 
abling her to some extent, if not entirely, for present use. Captain 
Porter pulled up and brought with him one of their buoys, intended to 
mark the location of their torpedoes or the channel to navigate to avoid 
them. Re-enforcements starting from Saint Louis on Monday, as I am 
advised by your telegram, I will commence the move again on Tuesday. 

I have just learned through the Memphis Appeal, and also from a 
man who has just made his way from New Orleans and who spent 
Thursday and Friday at Columbus, that seven regiments have left 
Columbus recently for Bowling Green. I am now inclined to believe 
that the garrison of Columbus is now weaker than it has been for sev- 
eral months back. It is also probable that the best-armed and _ best- 
drilled troops have been taken. 

I have placed Captain Hatch, assistant quartermaster, in arrest, 
and directed him to turn over all public property to Capt. A. S. Baxter, 
assistant quartermaster. This was done on notice from Washington 
that charges would be preferred against the former, and, if not already 
in arrest, he should be so placed at once. Every day develops further 
evidences of corruption in the quartermaster’s department, and that 
Mr. Dunton, chief clerk, if not chief conspirator, is at least an accom- 
plice. I have ordered his arrest and confinement. 

I have telegraphed you requesting that no more vouchers given here 
by the quartermaster be audited for the present. This was intended to 
mean those given by Captain Hatch. As his conduct will probably be 
the subject of legal investigation, I forbear saying all that I fear is 
true. I address the commanding general in person, deeming this a mat- 
ter which should only be known to such persons as he may desire 
should know it. I have directed the books and safe of Captain Hatch 
to be taken possession of and kept guarded until orders are received 
disposing of this matter. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier- General. 


WASHINGTON, January 12, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL : 


How are your transportation preparations progressing ? 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 


LOUISVILLE, January 12, 1862. 
General MCCLELLAN: 
I am sorry to say not as rapidly as the necessity for it. With the 


present condition of the roads it is by no means sufficient. 
D. O. BUELL. 
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LOUISVILLE, Ky., January 12, 1862—11 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN: 


I have received your letter, and will at once devote all my efforts to 
your views. Will write to-night. 
D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier- General. 





HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, January 18, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio : 


My DEAR GENERAL: Your telegram asking for six more batteries is 
received. I have taken measures to have them ordered to you at once, 
and will endeavor to order two more to you to-morrow. I hope you 
will ere long receive the two regular companies from Fort Randall. 

You have no idea of the pressure brought to bear here upon the Gov- 
ernment for a forward movement. It is so Strong that it seems abso- 
lutely necessary to make the advance on Eastern Tennessee at once. I 
incline to this as a first step for many reasons. Your possession of 
the railroad there will suvely prevent the main army in my front from 
being re-enforced and may force Johnston to detach. Its political 
effect will be very great. Halleck is not yet in condition to aftord you 
the support: you need when you undertake the movement on Bowling 
Green. Meigs has sent to you the 400 wagons for which requisition 
was made. Should the supply of Government wagons be insufficient, 
I would recommend hiring private teams. Ifthe people will not freely 
give them, why, then, seize them. It is no time now to stand on trifles. 
I think Ohio can now give you five or six new regiments, that can at 
least guard your communications, and are probably about as good as 
the mass of the troops opposed to you. 

I am now quite well again, only somewhat weak. Hope to bein the 
saddle in a very few days. 

In haste, truly, yours, 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, January 13, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLE cK, 
Commanding Department of Missouri : 


GENERAL: Your telegram of the 10th would have been replied to 
ere this but for the fact that my state of health has thus far permitted 
me to attend only to the most pressing business. I do not think you 
had read my letter of the 3d with much care when. you sent the tele- 
graphic reply. My letter states what I consider it desirable to accom- 
plish, and in conclusion I ask your views and the time necessary to 
prepare, as well as the force you can use for the purpose. If you can 
spare no troops it is only necessary to say so, and I must look elsewhere 
for the means of accomplishing the objectsin view. There is nothing in 
my letter that can reasonably be construed into an order, requiring you 
to make detachments that will involve the defeat of the Union cause in 
Missouri. 
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I have now to request that, if you have not already done so, you will 
send to me as soon as possible a statement of the numbers, positions, 
and conditions of the troops in your department, together with the same 
information in regard to the enemy, as far as you can give it. 

I am, very truly, yours, 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN 
Major-General, Commanding U. 8. Army. 





LOUISVILLE, January 13, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, 
Commanding U. S. Army: 


My DEAR FrRI&npD: I did not mean to be understood in my dispatch 
to the President as attaching little importance to the movement on East 
Tennessee ; on the contrary, it is evidently of the highest importance, 
if thoroughly carried out; but I believe that if the other object were 
attained the same result would be accomplished quite as promptly and 
effectually. I have taken no step thus far that has not had that in view 
also. It is certainly more iavorable to its success that my whole atten- 
tion has seemed to be devoted to Bowling Green, for it has had the 
effect to withdraw nearly the whole of the enemy’s attention from East 
Tennessee, while an apparent preparation for it on our side would have 
made its force more formidable. As I told you in my dispatch, I shall 
now devote myself to it, contenting myself, as far as Bowling Green is 
concerned, with holding it in check and concealing my design as long 
as possible. : 

The presence of Zollicoffer at Mill Springs, although an obstacle, I 
do not regard as altogether unfortunate, as it affords a reason for send- 
ing a considerable force to that point. He has intrenched himself on 
both sides of the river, which is readily navigable, and affords him 
facilities for supplying himself from Nashville. I have sent Thomas 
there, with the remainder of his division, in all some 14,000 men and 
twenty-six pieces of artillery, and have ordered a brigade and battery 
to the river at Jamestown, by which I hope to stop Zollicoffer’s sup- 
plies through that channel. As soon as our means of transportation 
will permit I will establish a depot at Somerset and commence our 
movement. At present it is with the greatest difficulty that the troops 
are supplied, and I am quite sure that I have not let the subject of 
transportation rest. Colonel Swords is now sick, and has evidently not 
been able to work. I am afraid Cross will not be much better. The 
Tennessee arms are being unpacked and put in order and forwarded 
to Lebanon. 

It is not too early to consider some matters connected with this move- 
ment. The first column may be from 8,000 to 10,000 strong, but it 
should be promptly supported and its communications kept open. It 
will no doubt very soon draw off some of the force now in front of us, 
but at first we cannot reduce the force on Green River very much. [ 
shall have to take a division from there unless we succeed in destroy- 
ing Zollicoffer’s force entirely, which perhaps is too much to calculate 
upon. 

By the organization of the Kentucky regiments and the introduc- 
tion of raw regiments from Ohio and Indiana our numerical strength 
has suddenly risen from 70,000 to 90,000. It is unnecessary to say that 
a large proportion of this is unfit for active operations. However, it 
will answer a certain purpose. It is organized into twenty-three bri 
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yades, and, say, six divisions, with only sixteen batteries. It ought to 
be increased to eight divisions, and the artillery ought to be nearly 
doubled, say in all 120,000 men. Then not less than three divisions 
will be required in front of Bowling Green, not less than three for East 
Tennessee and its communications, one at Columbia and Jamestown, 
and one in reserve. The Columbia line is more important than may at 
first seem to you. It is a turnpike, connecting directly with Lebanon. 
Monticello, just opposite, is an important point, which I am anxious to 
seize if I have the force. Itis at the foot of the mountains, and con- 
trols the route up the Cumberland on that side, besides being in a loyal 
and productive part of the State. 

I need more good staff officers in every department. 

I am glad to see you getting up again. 

Truly, yours, 
D. C. BUELL. 


P. S.—The plan of any colonel, whoever he is, for ending the war by 
entering East Tennessee with his 5,000 men light—that is, with pack- 
mules and three batteries of artillery, &c.—while the rest of the armies 
look on, though it has some sensible patent ideas, is in the aggregate 
simply ridiculous. | 





| Camp Woop, January 13, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Commanding: 


My man left Bowling Green yesterday morning. He says they are 
not re-enforcing. They have no guns on Baker’s Hill that can be 
seen. They are not doing any additional work to strengthen their 
position. Floyd is at Bowling Green. McCulloch is not there. Breck- 
inridge is at Oakland, Hindman’s headquarters. AtBell’s he gave notice 
to the people of Cave City to move immediately; that every house that 
would serve for headquarters or hospital would be burned. There is 
no obstruction on the roads this side of Bowling Green, save a little 
this side of Bell’s—trees cut and ditches dug. I have had the amount 
of damage to railroad estimated at about a half mile in all, but in de- 
tached places. I have a Louisville Courier of the 11th instant. Ex- 
tract puts the percentage of sick altogether too large; the number of 
dead from disease is deplorably great. They are not fortifying at Davis 
Hill, below Glasgow. 

McCOOK. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, January 13, 1862. 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division: 


GENERAL: On account of the time that would be occupied in prepa- 
ration and the notice it would attract, it would not be advisable to cross 
the river as you propose. General Schoepf’s suggestion, though it is 
open to the objection of dividing your force widely, seems plausible, but 
so much depends on locations and other circumstances which can only 
be ascertained on the grounds, that it is impossible to decide well with- 
out nearer observations. The matter, therefore, must be left to your 
judgment. Your messenger’s description of the ground rather inclines 
me to my first idea about it, but I must leave it to your own discretion. 

T have ordered two more regiments and two batteries to join von; but 
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if you see an opportunity, lose not a day. The enemy will profit more 
by it than you will. You will be superior in artillery, at any rate, I sup- 
pose. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Hpgrs. First Div., DEPT. OF THE OHIO, 
Camp near Webb’s Cross-Ioads, Ky., January 13, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky.: 


GENERAL: After two days of the hardest work I have reached this 
place, 16 miles from Columbia, with the advance brigade of my division; 
the provision and ammunition train, with a portion of our brigade, is 
still in the rear, and will probably not reach here to-night. 

The road, which has been represented as good, is the worst I ever 
saw, and the recent rains have made it one continuous quagmire from 
Columbia to this place. 

We are still 17 miles from the position of the enemy by the shortest 
road, viz, that across the headwaters of the Wolf Creek, leaving Har- 
rison to the left. This road is represented by my scouts as much worse 
than the roads the command has already passed over. 

It is next to impossible to procure either forage or subsistence in the 
country, and entirely impracticable to haul either over the road at this 
season of the year. It is therefore necessary to do one of two things— 
either to go to Jamestown and eventually down the river to Burkes- 
ville, thereby cutting off all communication between Mill Springs and 
Nashville by the river, or work our way by this road to Somerset and 
join General Schoepf. We can never get supplies in any other way. 

Should my division proceed on to Somerset it would be impossible 
to get down the river by the road on this side during the winter; and 
aS Schoepf’s force is sufficient to keep the enemy in check, I would re- 
spectfully suggest that the troops now with me proceed at once to 
Jamestown and eventually to Burkesville, from which point their serv- 
ices can be made available in any operations in the direction of Bow]- 
ing Green. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General U. 8. Army, Commanding. 





Hpgrs. First Div., DEPT. OF THE OHIO, 
Camp at Webb’s Cross-Roads, Ky., January 13, 1862. 


Brigadier-General SCHOEPF, 
Commanding at Somerset : 


GENERAL: I received yours of the 11th to-day, by Captain Hall. 
When I last wrote you I was in hopes of being near Somerset by this 
time, but the heavy rains have injured the roads so much that it will 
be impossible to say now when I can be in your vicinity. We have 
ilready been three days in making 16 miles, and our ammunition and 
provisions are far behind now—probably will not be up by to-morrow 
night. Should [ ever succeed in getting near you, I will send a mes- 
senger to let you know. I wrote to General Buell five days since, sub- 
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mitting your proposition of crossing the river and attacking from the 
bluffs of Meadow Creek, but have received no reply from him up to this 
time. As soon as [ hear I will write you the result. 

I have not had time to converse with the: men you sent me fully, but 
if it be possible to approach the enemy by way of White Oak Creek I 
should like to have them as guides. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Army, Commanding. 





GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
No. 3. Cairo, January 13, 1862. 

During the absence of the expedition now starting upon soil hitherto. 
occupied almost solely by the rebel army, and where it is a fair infer- 
ence that every stranger metis our enemy, the following orders will be 
observed : 

Troops in marching will be kept in the ranks, company officers being 
held strictly accountable for all stragglers from their companies. 

No firing will be allowed in camp or on the march not strictly re- 
quired in the performance of duty. 

Whilst.in camp no permits will be granted to officers or soldiers to 
leave their regimental grounds, and all violations of this order must be 
promptly and summarily punished. 

Disrepute having been brought upon our brave soldiers by the bad 
conduct of some of their numbers, showing on all occasions when march- 
ing through territory occupied by sympathizers of the enemy a total 
disregard of rights of citizens, and being guilty of wanton destruction 
of private property, the general commanding desires and intends to 
enforce a change in this respect. 

Interpreting confiscation acts by troops themselves has a demoraliz- 
ing effect, weakens them in exact proportion to the demoralization, and 
makes open and armed enemies of many who, from opposite treatment, 
would become friends, or at most.non-combatants. 

It is ordered, therefore, that the severest punishment be inflicted upon 
every soldier who is guilty of taking or destroying private property, and 
any commissioned officer guilty of like conduct, or of countenancing it, 
shall be deprived of his sword and expelled from the camp, not to be 
permitted to return. 

On the march cavalry advance guards will be well thrown out; also 
flank guards of cavalry or infantry when practicable. 

A rear guard of infantry will be required to see that no teams, bag- 
gage, or disabled soldiers are left behind. 

It will be the duty of company commanders to see that rolls of their 
companies are called immediately upon going into camp each day and 
every member accounted for. 

: U.S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, | 
Cairo, January 14, 1862. 


Capt. J. C. KELTON, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


The troops from Saint Louis expected to-day have not yet arrived. 
I have, however, commenced the move directed a few days since with- 
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se them, occupying to-night Blandville, Elliott’s Mill, and Fort Jet- 
erson. 

Yesterday a reconnoitering party of cavalry, supported by infantry, 
went within 3 miles of Columbus, driving in the enemy’s pickets. 

To-day I accompanied Commodore Foote, with the gunboats Essex, 
St. Louis, and Tyler, to within 14 miles of the batteries at Columbus. 
A few shells were thrown around the batteries by the Essex and St. 
Louis, with what effect I cannot tell. The enemy replied with two or 
three shots without effect. In making this move I found myself much 
embarrassed by deficiency in the quartermaster’s department. Captain 
Kountz, who was recently sent here as master of transportation, from 
his great unpopularity with river men and his wholesale denunciation 
of everybody connected with the Government here as thieves and cheats, 
was entirely unable to get crews for the necessary boats. I was com- 
pelled to order that boatmen, if they declined serving voluntarily, should 
be put aboard the boats and made to serve as prisoners. any ex- 
pressed a willingness to serve if I said so, but would not work under 
the captain, and others left the city, as I am informed, solely to avoid 
the possibility of having to serve under his direction. He seems to 
have desired to be placed on duty here for no other purpose than to 
wreak his revenge upon some river men whom he dislikes, and to get 
into the service of Government a boat in which he has an interest, 
either as owner or a former proprietorship, not yet settled for: He has 
eaused so much trouble and shown such a disregard for my orders, that 
I have been compelled to order his arrest. I would respectfully ask 
that he be ordered to another field of duty. As I shall be off to-morrow 
morning charges cannot be preferred until my return, and it is embar- 
rassing to the service just at this time to have courts-martial sitting. 
I respectfully submit this matter to the general commanding the 
department for his decision. 

Colonel Cavanaugh, commanding aregiment of cavalry now stationed 
at Shawneetown, has received a telegraphic order from Springfield, Tl... 
to report himself there to organize a brigade, his regiment to form a 
part, to be reported for orders to General Buell. As his services can 
be spared for a few days I have given him leave to go to Springfield, 
but informed him that his regiment cannot be moved without orders 
coming through headquarters of the department. The colonel desires 
me to say that he has a decided preference for remaining in this depart- 
ment. This, however, I do not regard, as it is his duty to go where 
ordered, and where his services can be of the most value. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Sd 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, January 14, 1862. 


Col. JOHN CooK, | 
Commanding Forces, Fort Holt, Ky. : 


Your command will march to-morrow to Blandville, leaving Fort Jet- 
ferson at 10 o’clock a. m. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, January 14, 1862. 


General JoHN A. MCCLERNAND, 
Commanding Advance Forces, Fort Jefferson, Ky.: 


In accordance with previous instructions, encamp at or near Bland-. 
ville to-night. 

To-morrow march with your entire command from 7 to 10 miles, on the 
most practicable route to Mayfield, probably through Lovelaceville. 
Next morning start two regiments of infantry and all the cavalry but 
four companies to join General Smith at Mayfield. At the same time 
send out a good portion of the cavalry you expect to retain on a recon- 
naissance towards Columbus, and leave anything but an appearance of 
an intention to return this way with a portion of your force until you 
actually start on the return. In the afternoon, say, starting at 12 m. 
return again to Blandville. You will there find additional forces, an 
will receive directions for future movements. 

Should 1 not be with you, you may find it necessary to vary the above 
instructions. Itis not expected that the force thrown forward to May- 
field will be sent in the face of a large army or that you will remain off 
from the balance of the troops and so remote from the base of our line 
to receive an attack from a superior force. 

The arrangement in this respect will have to be left to your judg- 
ment, knowing that you will be better able to judge of the feasibility of 
the plan indicated than any one not present could be. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, January 14, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. BE. A. PAINE, 
Commanding Forces, Bird’s Point, Mo.: 


To-morrow march your command to Blandville, leaving one regiment 
of infantry and one squadron of cavalry at Fort Jefferson and to guard 
the road at Elliott’s Mill. Have all the approaches. from Columbus 
watched, so as to avoid all chance of surprise. You will receive further 
instructions at Blandville. 

U. 8. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 14, 1862. 


Brigadier-General BUELL, Lowisville, Ky.: 

General C. F. Smith reports, January 10, that no troops have left 
Columbus for Bowling Green save the two regiments reported two 
weeks ago. 


G. W. CULLUM, 
Brigadier-General, and Chief of Staff. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., January 15, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Commanding Department of Missouri, Saint Lows: 


My letter of 3d was not intended to direct or advise you to strip Mis- 
souri of troops so as to endanger the safety of the State. It was only 
to indicate to you the objects in view and to obtain your views, as well 
as to learn what troops you had disposable for the movement. I wrote 
on 13th fully. Shall I forward mortars for rafts and how many? Have 
new arms arrived and how many more do you need ? 

. GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


ES 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, January 15, 1862. 
General THOMAS: 


Srr: Colonel Wolford has returned from a scout. He says that he 
went to Harrison; from there to the Wolf Creek road; then to Logan’s; 
from there 4 miles down the Mill Springs road; then back. 

Ge says that he saw nothing, and could hear nothing, and that there 
were no pickets on any of the roads over which he went; that there 
were no horse-tracks on the roads made since the rain. This would 
seem to indicate that Zollicoffer had departed, if it were not for other 
reliable news just received by me from one whom I sent out this morn- 
ing. Old man Foster says that last night the enemy came in very con- 
siderable force, some three regiments, on the McLennan Hill, situated 
between Forbush and Wolf Creek, about 1 mile from the river. This 
afternoon the whole body took back towards their camp by way of the 
road between Forbush and White Oak (Robertsport road). They were 
compelled to go that way on account of the river having risen. 

This evening at sundown they were passing toward White Oak Creek, 
within 8 miles from their camp, whipping and pressing their teams very 
hard. They are now out of our way, I think. What a nice thing 
we have missed by not having means of getting news! Now, I hardly 
think that he could have come out to attack us, or they would not have 
brought the wagons. This would look as though he had not known of 
our presence until to-day, and then he took back. I will have my 
advance and pickets keep a sharp lookout should an attack be con- 
templated. 

If he comes this way we can whip all of them without any trouble in 
the position we have. 

I send you this that you may take such steps as seem proper. 

I have no news from the camp of the enemy other than what you are 
in possession of. I am about satisfied that he has not to exceed 5,000, 
all told. I will give you the particulars when I see you. 


Yours, truly, R. L. McCOOK 


P. 8.—I think we could not intercept the train now, as we would 
have to go by the Mill Springs road to head them off, a march of 16 
miles. — 
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
Somerset, January 15, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THoMAs, 
Commanding Hastern Division: 


GENERAL: I received yours of the 14th instant, and in reply to your 
inquiries regarding the practicability of sending boats down the river 
to Mill Springs I could not take the responsibility of advising it from 
the knowledge I have of the enemy’s position at that place. Please 
advise me which route you are going to take. If to Somerset, I would 
advise you to take the road north by Adams’ Mill, as the Columbia 
road 1s now impassable even for empty wagons. 

It would be very important for me to know the strength and disposi- 
tion of your command in case of a simultaneous attack upon the enemy. 
We can barely obtain forage, the roads being very bad. Provisions are 
very scarce, and complaints are made daily of our troeps taking them 
without pay. Grow’s train has been taken from our lines and trans- 
ferred to the London road. 

The brigade quartermaster has only a few wagons and fewer mules. 
It is extremely important that the disbursing officers should be pro- 
vided with funds, as the inhabitants complain bitterly of having their 
property taken without compensation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. A. SCHOEPE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Se 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP IN FIELD, 
ONeil’s Mill, January 16, 1862. 
Col. C. C. MARSH, 
Twentieth Illinois Volunteers, Fort Jefferson, Ky. : 

You will send the accompanying dispatch to Colonel J ohnson, at El- 
livtt’s Mill, as soon as possible. Let six of your companies of your 
regiment be got ready and moved as soon as possible to join Colonel 
‘Johnson’s command at Elliott’s Mill, where they will camp for the 
night, leaving the remaining force to garrison Fort Jefferson. Have 
three or four cavalrymen stationed at Fort Jefferson, to bring any 
dispatches which may come there for me. If you have no cavalry 
for the purpose, you can detain the cavalry which carry you this dis- 
patch, if you have no other. 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant: 

WM. 8S. HILLYER, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


{Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP IN FIELD, 
O’Neil’s Mill, January 16, 1862. 


Col. A. K. JOHNSON, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Elliott’s Mill, Ky. : 


You will push out a strong party of cavalry and infantry for recon- 
naissance on Columbus road for 4 or 5 miles towards Columbus or as 
far as cau be done with security, taking no baggage, and return to 
camp at your present position to-night. Six companies of Colonel 
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Marsh’s Twentieth Illinois Volunteers will join you at Elliott’s Mill 
to-night. 
By order of Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant: 
WM. S. HILLYER, 
Aide-de-Camp. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., January 16, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. T. J. Woop, 
Commanding at Bardstown : 


Sir: The general commanding desires to have the road from Dan- 
ville to Somerset put into good order, and for this purpose he assigns you 
to the duty and to the command of the troops to be engaged in it. 
You will therefore at once proceed to Lebanon, and move with the 
Twentieth Brigade, Colonel Forsyth, and begin the work from Dan- 
ville ; 1,000 axes, 1,000 picks, 500 shovels, and 500 spades were ordered 
to Colonel Forsyth from this place to-day, and will reach him to-mor- 
row. The Twenty-first Brigade, Colonel Carr, will be under your com- 
mand, but remain at Lebanon, unless you find it necessary (which itis 
hoped will not be the case) to call upon it to aid In the work. Turn 
over the command at Bardstown to the senior officer, and give him such 
instructions as may seem to be necessary. 

The general directs me to impress upon you the importance of the 
work proposed, as the supply of our troops depends upon its successful 
and early completion. The road must be corduroyed and, if necessary, 
from one end to the other, using for this purpose logs split so as to 
make a species of puncheon floor, and making the road not less than 
16 feet wide. You are aware of the difficulties and dangers to animals 
in passing over a road of this nature unless it is well made, and the . 
general therefore trusts to your judgment and experience in such mat- 
ters to accomplish the object he has in view without giving you more 
detailed instructions. Any demands you may make for tools or applhi- 
ances will be as promptly complied with as possible. General Thomas 
has orders to work in like manner on the Somerset end of the same 
road. Itis hoped and presumed this duty will not occupy more than 
ten days, and your present assignment must be regarded as special 
and temporary. You will please report progress daily, if practicable, 
and on the completion of the work report by letter or telegraph for 
further orders. The general is conscious of the difficulties to be met 
in the task imposed upon you, but trusts to their being overcome. 

Draw your supplies from Lebanon. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 





BACON CREEK, January 16, 1862. 
General D. C. BUELL: 

The reconnaissance shall be promptly made. All roads are now 
equally impassable for trains, and must be built as I described. Two 
wagons broke down between my headquarters and the depot. I will 
make a wooden road to-morrow. 

O. M. MITCHEL, 


Brigadier-General. 
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JANUARY 16, 1862. 
General McCoox, Munfordville : 7 


Can you ascertain anything about the enemy’s position at Oakland— 
“he order in which their troops are disposed? Make the effort. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Camp Woon, January 17, 1862. 
General BUELL: | 
My latest information was that Breckinridge’s headquarters were at 
Wilder’s house. His regiments were scattered along the pike. I will 
do my best. Bell yesterday was blowing up the turnpike below Cave 
City, and felling trees over old Lexington road, leading from Bell’s 
to Horse Well and Bear Wallow. All well and quiet. 
McCOOK. 





HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES FORCES, 
In Field, January 17, 1862. 


Capt. J. ©. Ketton, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


On Tuesday General McClernand moved from Fort Jefferson to near 
Blandville with over 6,000 men. On Wednesday his position was 
occupied by General Paine with a force of about 2,000, General McCler- 
nand moving with his brigade toward Milburn, Fort Jefferson and 
Elliott’s Mill being occupied during this time by two infantry regi- 
ments and some cavalry and artillery. The bridge at Coathe’s Mill 
was also guarded by one regiment. 

On this day (Wednesday) I visited all the different commands except 
the one at Elliott’s Mill, and returned for the night to Coathe’s Mill. 
Written instructions were left with General McClernand to move on to 
Milburn, and from there send a dispatch across to General Smith (one 
already prepared), and to return to Blandville by route east of Mayfield 
«reek. This would take two days, bringing him into Blandville to- 
night. Reconnaissances were made by our troops to within 14 miles of 
Columbus and to below the town along the railroad. All was quiet, 
and as yet no skirmish has taken place, unless it was with General Mc- 
Clernand’s command, which I do not think likely to-day. 

Yesterday, having my forces between me and the enemy, I made a 
reconnaissance of about 35 miles, taking my staff and one company of 
cavalry with me. I find that the Mayfield Creek is fordable at but few 
points from its mouth up as far as I went, and at these points the water 
is up to the saddle-skirts and the banks very steep. 

To-day I have reconnoitered the roads south of the creek and to the 
Mississippi River at Puntney’s Bend. Having ridden hard during the 
day, and finding that I should be late returning, I sent a note to Cap- 
tain Porter, of the Navy, requesting him to drop down to Puntney’s 
Bend and for a steamer to accompany him to bring myself and escort up 
to Fort Jefferson. On turning the point in sight a rebel gunboat was 
discovered and a cavalry force of probably 100 men on shore. I got 
in probably twenty minutes after the rebel cavalry had fled. 

To-morrow I shall visit all points occupied by the Cairo forces and. 
the next day commence a movement back to old quarters, unless orders 
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are received requiring a change. I heard from Columbus yesterday. 
No force has left there for some days. They were strongly apprehen- 
sive a few days ago of an attack, but thought most of the forces threat- 
ening there had gone to Mayfield. 

U.S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
. Louisville, January 17, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division: 
GENERAL: I have received your letter of 13th from Webb’s Cross. 
toads. You will before this have received my letter of same date, sent 
with your messenger. I hope that letter will have determined your 
action. It is not sufficient to hold Zollicotter in check; he must be eap- 
tured or dispersed. I think his situation offers the opportunity of effect. 
ing the former. 

If you consider your force insufficient, telegraph me from Somerset. 
The lines have been extended to that point. It will not be advisable 
to march your command to Somerset, but rather take a position in front 
of the enemy, so as to draw your supplies from Somerset and be in a 
convenient position to move down upon him. 

IT am assured that you can get an abundance of forage from the coun. 
try in the direction of Liberty. If vou can buy meal, don’t haul flour. 
It is necessary to subsist your command, but it is not necessary that 
the established ration be followed exactly. I am aware that the roads 
are in @ horrible condition. They must be improved. The only way to 
do that effectually, where trains are to pass over them several times, ix 
to corduroy or puncheon them 16 feet wide. Ihave given orders for this 
to be done on the Danville and Somerset road. 

General Schoept sends a regiment on that duty from Somerset, ani 
General Wood, with three regiments, is to do the same from Danville. 
See that it is pushed forward energetically from Somerset. It ough: 
to be completed ina few days. Take sure means of informing yoursel: 
constantly of the movements of the enemy and apprise me daily by 
telegraph. You could not march to Burkesville, and it is not desirabl: 
that you should be there. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTH DIVISION, 
Calhoun, January 18, 1862. 


J. B. Fry, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CAPTAIN: My entire command is nowhere. The Fourteenth Brigade, 
under Colonel Jones, and Jackson’s cavalry reached here yesterday 
evening. 

On the 16th instant we crossed the river at Calhoun and marched 
to Sacramento, with all our wagons, bringing nothing but a little forage. 
The roads of course are bad, but we got there without accident or dam. 
age. Colonel Cruft’s command was so conducted as to occupy the town 
before the inhabitants were aware of the approach of trgops. 
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The order to march, though dated the 10th, did not reach me until 
the 14th. This made me, of course, more anxious to be rapid in my 
movement. To do this I was forced to cross at Calhoun and march to 
South Carrollton, on the south side of the river. I considered this move- 
ment imprudent unless South Carrollton was first occupied. For this 
reason Cruft’s command was sent by the steamboats and barges, as the 
only expeditious way of occupying the town. I confess to great anxiety 
of mind when I saw over 2,000 troops crowded on the boats, and deter- 
mined that, except on a great emergency, I would not start such another 
expedition. In the present condition of the road it would have taken 
me five or six days to reach this place, marching by the north side of 
the river. 

My command is now in South Carrollton, on the south side of the 
river. This is, | am aware, in violation of General Buell’s order, at 
least the spirit of it. It is impossible to execute the order, there being 
no strong position on the north side of the river in the vicinity of South 
Carrollton. 

Unless I occupied this place, 1,000 men could have stopped me from 
crossing at any point where there is a road by which I could march. 
This is a position of great strength, and my command ought to hold it 
against 15,000 good troops. 

If I must move to the north side of the river, I will be compelled to 
go at least 2 miles back to find ground high enough to camp on, and it 
would take me two days to cross the river here if ordered to advance. 
I consider my command safe here. I assure you I have endeavored to 
obey orders, and have done so as far as practicable—obeying what 
1 considered most important where all could not be obeyed. I could 
not have secured a passage across the river at or near this place by 
occupying any position in the vicinity of South Carrollton, on the north 
side of the river. 

For miles around this place, on the north side of the river, the land 
is flat, and so low as to overflow when the river is up. If I' move over 
and cross this flat, as I should be compelled to do, and the river should 
rise, I could not cross at all. 

South Carrollton is situated on a hill, rising abruptly from the river, 
150 feet high. There are only two ways of approaching the place from 
the south—one the road by which I came, through a swamp, and which 
could be defended by a small force; the other through a wooded country 
and up hill. : | 

Captain Edwards, of the U.S. Army, doubtless known to you as an 
educated and accomplished soldier, fully concurs in my views as to the 
strength of the place. With another battery of artillery it seems to me 
I could hold the place until starved out, and as it is can hold it against 
any force the enemy can send. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| T. L. CRITTENDEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP IN FIELD, 
January 18, 1862. 
Col. JOHN Cook, 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Elliotts Mill, Ky.: 
You will move your command, if possible, across the creek and to 
Fort Jefferson; starting early to-morrow morning. If it is not practi- 
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cable to cross the creek, then move down the bottom to Puntney’s 
Bend, and a steamboat protected by gunboat will be sent to bring you 
off. Send dispatch with information which route you wil take. 
By order of Brig. Gen. U.S. Grant: 
WM. S. HILLYER, 
Aide-de-Camp 





HEADQUARTERS CAMP IN THE FIELD, 
Near Blandville, January 18, 1862. 
General JOHN A. MCCLERNAND, 
Commanding Advance Forces: 


The object of the expedition having been accomplished, all the forces 
will now be withdrawn to their former positions as expeditiously as 
practicable. A guard will be left at this (O’Neill’s) mill and at the 
bridge above until you have passed, and none of the forces will leave 
Fort Jefferson until your advance has arrived there. There are some 
supplies here for a portion of your command, and I should have been 
glad could you have made this point to-night. If the state of the roads, 
however, make it impracticable, it will make no material difference. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


a 


JANUARY 19, 1862. 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Care of General Schoepf, Somerset: 

The re-enforcements ordered to you were ten pieces of artillery 
and De Courcy’s and Ray’s regiments. The latter has since been put 
under Wood’s command, to work on the road. Order it forward if 
necessary. One of the batteries (Mack’s regular) is following on your 
route. It had better be soon posted. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, January 19, 1862. 


General EK. A. PAINE, 
Commanding Second Brigade, Fort Jefferson, Ky.: 

You will proceed to Bird’s Point as soon as practicable with a portion 
of your command—as much as can be taken—with their baggage, with 
the transportation supplied. On yourarrival all citizen prisoners against 
whom you have no charge will be released, and all negroes who have 
flocked into camp will be permitted to return to their masters. 

I learn from Colonel Perezel that there are many of this class how 
in camp who have flocked there through fear. Some discretion will 
have to be used in forcing these people out of camp now that they are 
in. I would require all, however, who have masters in camp to take 
their negroes with them. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Camp in Field, January 19, 1862. 
Captain PorTER, U. 8. N., 
Commanding Gunboats off Fort Jefferson, Ky.: 

Colonel Cook being unable to cross Mayfield Creek, it will be neces- 
sary for him to march his command to Puntney’s Bend to embark. Will 
you please move down opposite that point for his protecticn? A steamer 
Will follow about 10 o’clock to take the command on board. 

U. S. GRANT, | 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





JANUARY 20, 1862.—For Halleck to McClellan, referring, in connec- 
tion with Missouri affairs, to operations on the Mississippi, Cumberland, 
and Tennessee Rivers, see Series I, Vol. VIII. 





HEADQUARTERS U. 8S. FORCES, 
Camp at Callaway, Ky., January 22, 1862. 


To the ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Headquarters District of Cairo, Cairo, Il.: 


Sir: Finding it would take the greater part of to-day to distribute 
our stores, I went up in the Lexington to have a look at Fort Henry. 
As the river is now 14 feet above its very low stage a week since, we 
took the right-hand (our right) channel of the island, just below the 
fort, and got about 25 miles from it, drawing a single shot from the 
enemy, which fell, say, half a mile short; this in response to four sev- 
eral shots fired at them. There were evidently from 2,000 to 3,000 men 
there. The appearance of the work corresponds, as far as could be 
discovered, with the rough sketch that General Grant has seen in my 
quarters at Paducah. The hill on the west bank, which commands the 
fort sume 60 feet or so, seems to be covered by a thick growth of timber. 
Judging by the number of roofs seen in the fort it must cover consid- 
erable space. 

I think two iron-clad gunboats would make short work of Fort Henry. 
There is no masked battery at the foot of the island, as was supposed, 
or, if so, it is now under water. Two stern-wheel steamers were at the 
fort, but moved away rapidly at our first gun. 

The Dunbar, a fast side-wheel steamer, plies up and down, and was 
chased last evening by the Lexington without effect. She is said to 
be armed with two 12-pounder rifled guns. The commander of the 
Lexington thinks she has not been altered in any way. 

I shall resume my march at 8 o’clock to-morrow morning, at which 
time the Lexington and transport Wilson will start for Paducah, carry- 
ing some sick men and the mail. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. F. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


en Ce 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 22, 1862. 
Brigadier-General GRANT, Cairo: : 
All additional forces sent to you will be stationed at Smithfield, 
36 R R—VOL VII 
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where preparations will be made for a large encampment. Ycmu have 
permission to visit headquarters. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

7 Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS, Louisville, Ky., January 22, 1862. 
General THOMAS: 

My dispatch of yesterday advised you that you were to follow the 
enemy; whether that shall take you beyond Monticello must depend 
on your finding him embodied and the ability to supply yourself. You 
will have to depend very much on the country. At any rate occupy 
Monticello, which I want to hold. | 

Take a strong position to secure communication with Somerset and 
with the river at Jamestown, where a force has been posted to command 
the river. Strengthen the position at Monticello so that a brigade can 
hold it. Open communication with Jamestown. Establish a regiment 
and a battery of rifled guns with time fuses on the neck of Horse Shoe 
Berd, so as to command the river up and down and guard the road. 
Let your engineers get up a floating bridge of at least two boats there 
and at Somerset, and also a substantial pontoon bridge at each. Push 
these matters with the greatest possible energy. Put the roads in 
order wherever you go. Observe that you may find some of the enemy 
about Monticello, and it is not improbable that supplies were on the 
way to General Zollicoffer by land, which you may be able to capture. 

Inform me what force seems to be necessary at Monticello. Study 
the roads thoroughly and report. 

Look out for a strong position on the river to protect the route and 
depot near Somerset. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


DANVILLE, Ky., January 22, 1862. 


General THOMAS, 
Commanding Headquarters First Division, 
Department of the Ohio: 

GENERAL: The bearer of this note is Mr. J. B. Harned, of Paris, Ky., 
for whom I vouch as a worthy and loyal man, and to whom I have given 
this writing, that he may obtain your protection, in case he should stand 
in need of it, during a trip of necessary business to Somerset, a delay 
of some days there, and on his return. 

He goes to Somerset in order to have an extensive library and 
other effects, now much exposed there, packed up, and, if possible, re- 
moved to this place. He goes by my direction, at the request of my 
friend the Rev. Dr. R. W. Landis, now in the military service of the 
country as chaplain to Colonel Merrill’s regiment of cavalry, in Mis- 
souri, who is the owner of the library, papers, and other effects. 

I take leave, in case this note should fall into your hands, to add my 
congratulations to those of the whole country on the occasion of the 
victory you have just gained. As yet:we know only that the vic- 
tory is complete. Beyond that we have only innumerable rumors. 
None of them mention any accident to you or any of your staff. My 
hope, therefore, is that my son has not only behaved himself well, but 
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that the good fortune of being one of your victorious column is ren- 
dered complete by his passing through his first battle unhurt. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
ROBT. J. BRECKENRIDGE. 


JANUARY 23, 1862. 
General LORENZO THOMAS, | 
Adjutant-General, Washington, D. O.: 

Report by mail, of which the following is synopsis: 

Infantry present for duty and fit for the field, 41,563; infantry pres-— 
ent, raw, not fit for the field, 20,393; cavalry present for duty, fit for 
the field, 2,549; cavalry present, raw or not organized, 5,251; artil- 
lery present for duty and fit for the field, 2,038, 108 guns; artillery 
present, raw or not organized, 708, 40 guns. In these statements the 
sick and absent are not included. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Camp Woop, 
Munfordville, Thursday, January 23, 1862. 
General D. C. BUELL: 


Your man is here; goes up in morning train. Twelve thousand in. 
fantry and 1,000 cavalry left Bowling Green for Paris, Tennessee River, 
under Buckner and Floyd. Whole force, 40,000. Three thousand at 
Russellville, from Tennessee, under Harris, fortifying Nashville. John- 
ston and Hardee still at Bowling Green. Sixty-four pounders sent 
back to Nashville. Sixty-days’ men all gone home. Provisions plenty. 
Dying eighteen per day. No troops at Glasgow. 

McCOOK. 





HpqQrs. First DIVIsIon, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Somerset, Ky., January 23, 1862. 


Brigadier-General BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky.: 


GENERAI,: I have positive information that it is @lmost impossible 
to subsist a large force at Monticello, and as the roads are now almost 
impassable, it would be extremely difficult to forage animals at this 
place for some time. I have every reason to believe that the roads 
leading into Tennessee are in the same condition as the one over which 
my division has just passed, and the enemy having passed over those 
roads, our chances for subsistence and forage would be but poor. . 

I would therefore again respectfully suggest that I may be permitted 
to move down the river with my troops, taking our subsistence and 
forage in flat-boats, and co-operate with the main army against Bowling 
Green. 

Zollicoffer’s forces are entirely dispersed ; they threw away their arms 
and disbanded, and should we go into East Tennessee now there would 
be no enemy to encounter. General Carter’s brigade might go to en- 
courage the citizens and to take them arms and ammunition, but I do 
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not believe that any stronger force will be needed, especially if Middle 
Tennessee is threatened by my force. 

Burkesville is one of the strongest positions on the river, and could be 
easily fortified so as to prevent all possibility of getting above. To pro- 
cure forage it is necessary to send for it 15 miles, and the roads are so 
difficult that by the time the wagons reach here the teams have nearly 
consumed their loads. 

I send Captain Gillem to explain verbally to you the difficulties I 
have to encounter and what still lies before me if I am required to ad- 
vance into Tennessee. 

Very respectfully, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 





HEADQUARTERS FIFTH DIVISION, 
South Carrollton, Ky., January 24, 1862. 


Capt. J. B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


CAPTAIN: I am, of course, very anxious to hear from department 
headquarters. I am, I think, strongly posted, and could not, I believe, 
have crossed the river at any time since my arrival because of the great 
rise in the waters. 

The river still continues very high, and I could not now bridge it 
with boats. If attacked here, I must win the fight; the low lands are 
so covered with water that a retreat would be very difficult. 

I am informed and believe that a considerable number of troops went 
from Bowling Green to Riverside the day before yesterday (the 22d). 
They may have gone farther, but the secessionists at Greenville say 
they are coming here to attack me. I can’t say I expect them, but am 
preparing to receive them, and. if they come, hope to give them a hand- 
some reception. 

Quite a number of persons from different places in this vicinity and 
one from near Rochester have reported to me to-day that they had 
heard cannon firing all day in the direction of Bowling Green. This 
has greatly distressed me. If so, orders for me have miscarried. I 
cannot believe that I would be left here to do nothing while a battle 
was being fought at Bowling Green. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. L. CRITTENDEN, 
‘ Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





SOMERSET, January 24, 1862. 
(Received January 27, 1862.) 


General D. C. BUELL, Commanding: 


My scouts have returned and report the roads from this place to Mon- 
ticello in an almost impassable condition. The enemy have entirely 
dispersed and gone to their homes. At Monticello they destroyed the 
carriages of four guns. General Schoepf starts to-day with his brigade 
for Monticello. I have left Colonel Manson, with his brigade, at enemy’s 
entrenched camp, collecting the public property, which will require four 
or five days to accomplish. The engineers have commenced on the fly- 
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ing bridges at Waitsborough, and will progress with them as rapidly 
as possible. If I had two engines, the engineers could build two steam- 
ers in a short time. They would be of very great importance in our 
operations on the river. : 
Very respectfully, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadwer- General. 


Hpagrs. First Division, DEPARTMENT OF THE OBIO, 
Somerset, Ky., January 24, 1862. 
Surg. D. B. CLIFF: 

The general commanding the division grants you permission to ac- 
company the remains of General Zollicoffer and Lieut. Bailie Peyton 
to Louisville, Ky. Transportation for this purpose will be furnished 
you from the quartermaster’s department. An escort of 1 sergeant 
and 6 men will be detailed to accompany you as far as Lebanon, Ky., 
and a transportation pass over the railroad to Louisville. 

Upon your arrival at Louisville you will at once report in person to 
General D. C. Buell, commanding the Department of the Ohio, and, 
with his consent, can proceed to Nashville with the remains. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; GEO. LE. FLYNT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
: | Cairo, January 25, 1862. 
Capt. J. C. KELTON, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

I returned this evening to Cairo, leaving the last of the troops from 
here at Fort Jefferson. They will be brought back to-morrow. The 
effect of the demonstration made by the troops upon the enemy cannot 
be positively stated, but there is but little doubt that Columbus was 
re-enforced, likely from Union City and Camp Beauregard. Several 
persons came into our lines from Columbus while we were out, and 
two gentlemen are in to-day from New Orleans. All agree in saying that 
public confidence in ultimate success is fast on the wane in the South. 
The expedition, if it had no other effect, served as a fine reconnais- 
sance. 

I have nothing official from General Smith, but understand that 
Camp Beauregard was destroyed. The detachment of troops from 
Paducah that went up the Tennessee landed 24 miles from Fort Henry, 
and General Smith will reach Paducah with all his forceto-morrow. I 
will then prepare a report of the entire expedition, unless the general 
commanding department shall see fit to permit me to visit headquarters, 
as I have before desired. 

I have this evening issued a circular, calling upon the company and 
regimental commanders for a list of river and sea-faring men of their 
respective commands who are willing to transfer to the gunboat serv- 
ice. Men are absolutely necessary before the gunboats, now nearly 
ready for use, can be used. I contemplate transferring such men as 
desire it to that service, subject to the approval of the department 
commander. 
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I would call the attention of the commanding general to the conduct 
of an association of engineers in the city of Saint Louis, who are in- 
terfering with men of their calling entering the service of the United 
States. Captain Porter, U. 8S. Navy, reports a casein point. He says 
that he sent to Saint Louis for an engineer for the tug Sampson. One 
was engaged, but, upon being informed by the association that they 
held a mortgage upon his property and would foreclose it if he accepted 
such service, was forced to decline. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, January 26, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. 8S. P. CARTER, 
Commanding Twelfth Brigade: 


GENERAL: I have ordered your brigade to return to the Cumber- 
land Gap route. 

Take four of your best regiments, and perhaps four companies of your 
cavalry, if it should have come up, and by a prompt movement seize 
and hold Cumberland Gap, fortifying yourself strongly. Bring two 
sections of your artillery up to support you, leaving the other section, 
one company of cavalry, and one regiment of infantry at your depot of 
supplies, which, until you are surely established, had better remain at 
London, and afterwards move up perhaps to Barboursville. 

I need not advise you how your advance upon the Gap should be 
conducted. Your baggage and a few days’ provisions, protected by five 
or six companies of infantry, might move up to the fords, so as to be 
near at hand. From there your main column should move without 
baggage, except entrenching tools, and five days’ rations in haver- 
sacks. 

Your attack should be by skirmishers on the sides of the mountains, 
while a strong torce in reserve holds and advances on the road. These 
details must be determined according to the circumstances as you find 
them. 

The great difficulty which we have to contend with is that of supply- 
-ing troops operating over so long a route, with the roads as bad as they 
are now at this season. 

You must practice the most stringent economy in every article of 
supphes. Haul nothing that can be procured in the country or that 
can possibly be dispensed with. Detail a suitable number of trust- 
worthy and efficient officers from your command to establish depots of 4 
forage along the route, say about three between Richmond and the 
Gap. It will be necessary to keep small guards at these depots. 

It is difficult to lay down precise rules to govern you in the position 
which you are expected to take. With your force alone it is hardly to 
be expected, unless the enemy is weaker than is probable, that you 
should undertake any extensive operations. 

The destruction of the railroad line through Tennessee is always im- 
portant, but that, if you can attempt it at all, must be done by man- 
agement or the rapid movement of a small force, rather than by any 
movement of your main force. 

As a matter of policy, if for no other reason, and in order not to ex- 
cite the rebel authorities to increased persecution of the loyal people 
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by way of retaliation, you are to refrain from any unnecessarily harsh 
course towards the former. Restrain your troops from committing out- 
rages upon persons or property, and make no arrests, unless of those 
who are engaged in war against your command or who are otherwise 
working actively against its comfort or safety. 
Be vigilant, look well to the discipline and instruction of your troops, 
and report frequently. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SOMERSET, Ky., Sunday, January 26, 1862. 


General D. C. BUELL: 

There are no supplies at this place. The road to Stanford will not 
be finished for ten days. The roads leading into Tennessee are in very 
bad condition. It is necessary to have the means of crossing the river, 
which we shall have as soon as we can get the cables from Louisville. 
I have sent an officer for them to-day. Ihave already ordered the road 
up the South Fork to be examined, and expect to know all about it day 
after to-morrow. 

I have not been able to get a more complete list of the number of the 
killed and wounded than the one telegraphed on 21st. Hope to have 
it by to-morrow morning. The work of collecting together and secur- 
ing the property captured has prevented Colonel Manson from handing’ 
in his report. He will do so to-morrow. I will then complete and for- 
ward my report. Can I send at once all the prisoners to Louisville 
except the wounded and those detailed to nurse them ? 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Louisville, Ky., January 26, 1862—7.30 p. m. 
General THOMAS: 

Start General Carter’s brigade to London, Ky., at once, with at least 
three days’ rations in haversacks and five in wagons. They must move 
as rapidly as possible, without absolutely forcing their march. Con- 
ceal the movement from your captives. Yes; forward the prisoners. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SS 


Hp@Rs. FIRST DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Somerset, January 26, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 

GENERAL: The commissary reports to me that he cannot furnish 
General Carter’s brigade with more than two days’ rations. The sub- 
sistence stores are still behind and come in very slowly. I can for- 
war 1 the prisoners day after to-morrow, and probably Carter’s brigade 


rrext day. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE O8IO, 
Loursville, Ky., January 27, 1862. 


General LORENZO THOMAy, 
Adjutant-General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


Sir: The natural expectation that our success at Somerset would be 
followed rapidly by other successful operations against the enemy makes 
it proper that I should state for the information of the General-in-Chief 
the circumstances which, I fear, must to some extent disappoint that 
expectation. My order to General Thomas to march and, in conjunction 
with General Schoepf, attack the enemy at Mill Springs was dated the 
29th of last month, and General Thomas accordingly marched from Leb- 
anon on the 1st instant. The roads were then comparatively good, 
and I hoped that the limited amount of transportation we had been able 
to get up would enable him to move promptly and accomplish his work 
completely in ten days. By that time I hoped also that we would have 
accumulated transportation enough to enable us to act vigorously upon 
the heels of the success which I calculated upon; but the bad weather 
set in the very day of his departure, and instead of ten days to accom- 
plish the whole work it took him eighteen days to get on the ground 
and eight days’ hard work to make the last 40 miles. 

Although I had long since, with our present organization of the quar- 
termaster’s department, almost despaired of getting on anything like an 
efficient footing in the matter of transportation for the whole force, yet 
the result has been even worse than I expected, and the almost impass- 
able condition of the roads has rendered double the allowance necessary. 
W ith all the means we have it has been barely possible to keep the force 
at Somerset from starving, and at times for several days some of them 
have been on half rations. The country yields but little besides corn, 
and that in so small a quantity, that it is with difficulty forage can be 
obtained for the animals. I have now four regiments engaged in cor- 
duroying the road to Somerset for a distance of some 40 miles. | 

Under these circumstances any advance beyond Somerset is as present 
impossible, though I had instructed General Thomas on going there to 
be prepared to move into East Tennessee or in any other direction that 
circumstances might require. I am making every effort to remedy this 
condition of things, but it is not to be concealed that the difficulties are 
very great. Colonel Swords has here been assiduous and anxious, but 
his health has not been equal to the labor, and his assistants have been 
totally inadequate, both in number and in experience. 

The General-in-Chief is advised that in carrying out his views it was 
my purpose to move upon East Tennessee on two routes. The column 
on the Cumberland Gap route I have put in motion; the other is de- 
tained by the circumstances I have described. The first alone cannot 
be expected to penetrate the State, but it will at least encourage the 
loyal inhabitants and guard Kentucky against invasion by that route. 

This is not as favorable a result of our efforts as I should like to pre- 
sent, but they have not been altogether without fruits, and I feel assured 
that the difficulty of moving large bodies of troops in the winter upon 
long lines of communication on common dirt roads, and through a coun- 
try which affords but meager supplies, will be rightly appreciated. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH DIVISION, 
South Carrollton, January 27, 1862. 


Capt. J. B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


CAPTAIN: I have received information from Hopkinsville that Col- 
onel Forrest, with his cavalry, has it in contemplation to attempt to 
destroy Lock No. 1 on Green River. They have destroyed all the 
bridges on Pond River, which would prevent any attempt on my part 
to cut them off, as that stream is a deep, muddy one, and only fordable 
in a few places at low water. At present the locks are perfectly safe, 
as the water is 10 feet deep on them; but should the water fall while 
the armies are in their present positions, they could easily effect their 
object before I could possibly assist the small party stationed there. 

I do not think I ought to weaken my strength here by sending away 
permanently a strong detachment, and would most respectfully sug- 
gest that 200 or 300 men be sent from Indiana for that purpose. There 
are some slight fortifications there, and that number of men could 
defend the place against such cavalry as could be sent against them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. L. CRITTENDEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FiFtH Division, 
South Carrollton, January 27, 1862. 
Capt. J. B. FRy, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


CAPTAIN: I have heard that a large force from Bowling Green had 
come .under Buckner to Russellville, with a view to intercept me if I 
advance or come here and attack me if I remain for any length of time 
where I am. 

I am strongly posted, and am making my position stronger by erect- 
ing earthworks on the heights for the protection of the men. 

I should have no apprehension for the result if attacked by 15,000 
men, the reported force of the enemy with which we are threatened, 
but shall, of course, use every exertion to become still stronger. 

If I am to remain here any time a few guns in position would aid me 
lnmensely. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TT. L. CRITTENDEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 

Louisville, January 28, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. T. L. CRITTENDEN, : 
Commanding Fifth Division, South Carrollton: 

Sir: It is presumed that you have before this received the general’s 
dispatch of the 24th [26th] instant, directing the return of your division 
to Calhoun, and the general trusts that you have complied with it. 

Your position at South Carrollton (being on the south side of Green 
River, which is impassable at this time) is a very unsafe one, and you 
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will lose no time in moving your command to Calhoun and placing 
yourself on the north side of Green River. 

If you should be attacked or too seriously threatened to undertake 
this move with time to accomplish it,-you must, of course, defend your- 
self to the last extremity in the strongest position you can take, and 
see that the enemy does not cut your line of commun.cation at or near 
Calhoun. Itis hoped, however, that you will move to Calhoun promptly 
and without interference. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, ey of Staff. 


eT 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTH DIVISION, 
South Carrollton, January 28, 1862. 


General BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio: 


GENERAL: Your dispatch of the 26th instant was received before 
daylight this morning, and the barges and steamboats are now being 
loaded with commissary stores and forage. I shall get the supplies 
which I have of these things to Calhoun “before night, I hope, and the 
boat back during the night. I hear of no advance of the enemy, and 
unless I do, will “march back, as soon as I can rid myself of every in- 
cumbrance, by the road I came. It is a very bad road, but the best 
and much the shortest. It would be almost impossible for me to cross 
the river here, because of the steep and muddy banks and the high 
water. I shall endeavor to have every possible arrangement made to 
cross the wagons and troops with dispatch as soon as they arrive oppo- 
site to Calhoun. . 

Owing to the terrible condition of the roads between here and Cal- 
houn I shall send my camp equipage by the boats, so as to have my 
wagons light as possible. I shall send down at least a regiment in the 
same way, with instructions to construct a bridge of the boats by the 
time I arrive with the troops and train, and if the current of the river 
is too swift for the bridge, to make the best possible arrangements for 
ferrying. 

This evening or to-morrow morning I will send Colonel Jackson, with 
500 cavalry, to Greenville, to remain there until I leave here with the 
column, and then march to Sacramento by the road leading from Green- 
ville to ‘that place. 

This, I think, will certainly conceal my movement until I have actually 
started, and protect me on the only quarter from which I could be sur- 
prised and harassed by cavalry. I anticipate, however, no difficulty 
except from the roads and river, though I will prepare as well as I can 
for every kind of difficulty. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. L. CRITTENDEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


N. B.—I cannot send you a telegram, because I cannot spare a boat, 
and the high water has obstructed the right road to Evansville. I hope 
this letter will reach Owensborough to-night, and, if so, it will be the 
quickest way in which I can communicate with you. 

Respectfully, 
f Wee Bree, Gi 
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CLERK’S OFFICE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS, 
| Frankfort, Ky., January 28, 1862. 
General THOMAS: 

DEAR Sir: I have been waiting for some days to read your official 
report of the great victory obtained over the rebels by the troops under 
your command on the 19th instant, but I can no longer delay to present 
you my hearty congratulations on the glorious event, so crushing and 
complete. 

Four States are entitled to the special credit— Wisconsin, Ohio, In- 
diana, and Kentucky—but your whole army has covered itself with glory. 

Very truly, your most obedient Servant, 
LESLIE COOMBS. 





WASHINGTON, January 29, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK and Brigadier-General BUELL: 

A deserter just in from the rebels says that Beauregard had not left 
Centreville four days ago, but that as he was going on picket he heard 
officers say that Beauregard was under order to go to Kentucky with 
fifteen regiments from the Army of the Potomac. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 30, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, 
General-in-Chief of the Army, Washington : 

GENERAL: I inclose herewith a copy of instructions sent this day to 
General Grant in relation to the expedition up the Tennessee River 
against Fort Henry. As Fort Henry, Dover [Fort Donelson], &c., are 
in Tennessee, I respectfully suggest that that State be added to this 
department. 

General Grant has already been re-enforced with eight regiments of 
infantry, and several others, with three batteries of artillery, are under 
orders to join him. I will send down every man I can spare. Infor- 
ination is received to-day that Brigadier-General Price, son of the 
major-general, is again organizing insurgents in Howard and Chariton 
Counties, and that the rebels are becoming more bold since our troops 
lave been sent south. I therefore think it unsafe to withdraw many 
more until the State militia can take their place. The militia dare not 
or will not organize in counties not occupied by our troops. To facilitate 
this organization it becomes necessary to scatter the volunteers over a 
very large tract of country. This is unfortunate, but unavoidable. 

Tort Henry has a garrison of about 6,000, and is pretty strongly 
fortified. Possibly re-enforcements may be sent from Columbus as 
Soon as we move. If we can reach the railroad this may be prevented, 
as the country roads are almost impassable. 

The troops from Rolla are advancing in the direction of Springfield, 
but necessarily move very slowly. Greenville, south of Ironton, is 
occupied by our cavalry, and an infantry regiment is ordered to re-en- 
force them. This movement is necessary to break up the rebel organi- 
zations in the counties of Wayne and Butler. 

The roads south of the Tennessee River are almost impassable. 
General Smith reported on his recent reconnaissance up that river 
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‘that the road was horrible, and new tracks had to be cut through 
the woods. It took an entire day for one brigade to move 3 miles.” 
Permanent crews for the gunboats are being rapidly organized. The 
mortar boats cannot be used in the Tennessee or Cumberland, and I 
doubt if they will ever be of much use in the Mississippi. Neither 
navy nor army officers have much faith in them. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 30, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, Cairo: 


Your letter of the 28th, in relation to Colonel Cavanaugh’s command, 
is received. You will organize your command into brigades and 
divisions, or columns, precisely as you may deem best for the public 
service, and will from time to time change such organizations as you 
may deem the public service requires, without the slightest regard to 
political influences or to the orders and instructions you may have 
heretofore received. In this matter the good of the service, and not 
the wishes of politico-military officers, is to be consulted. 

Get all the troops you can from Illinois, and organize and supply 
them the best you can when you get them. Don’t let any political 
applications about brigades and divisions trouble you a particle. All 
such applications and arrangements are sheer nonsense and will not 
be regarded. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





Saint Louis, January 30, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 


Your telegraph respecting Beauregard is received. General Grant 
and Commodore Foote will be ordered to immediately advance, and to 
reduce and hold Fort Henry, on the Tennessee River, and also to cut 
the railroad between Dover and Paris. The roads are in such condi- 
tion as to render all movements exceedingly slow and difficult. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., January 30, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, 
Commanding U. S. Army: 


My DEAR FRIEND: I inclose you an extract from a letter I have 
just received from an intelligent and well-informed person I have at 
Paducah. I believe his suggestion to be feasible at this time in whole 
or in part, and 1 don’t hesitate to urge the attempt. It should be done 
promptly, as the present stage of water in the rivers renders useless all 
the obstructions that have been placed in them. 

The destruction of the bridges and the boats on the Cumberland and 
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Tennessee Rivers is an object the importance of which cannot be over- 
rated. It is well worth the risk of losing a gunboat or so. 

I have written to General Halleck on this subject, and do not hesi- 
tate to recommend it to your prompt consideration. 

J have just received your dispatch about Beauregard. I will try to 
write to-night at length about matters here. 

Very truly, 
D. C. BUELL. 


[Inclosure.] 


General Smith reconnoitered Fort Henry. He says two of the new 
gunboats could go right up and shell it out in two hours. The site of 
the old masked battery, a few miles below, being about 14 feet under 
water, the gunboat (on which he was) went within long range of the 
main work and threw a few shells, one of which burst right over the 
works, to draw their fire. The fort replied with one shot, which fell 
far short. General Smith says there must be five acres in the work, 
and that it is full of houses. The force appears to be not less than 
5,000, their tents showing upon the higher ground back of the fort. 
General S. thinks there are no works on the west side of the river, but. 
I still incline to think there are. He suggests that two new gunboats 
could run the gauntlet of the fort and destroy the bridge across the 
river above. No doubt of it; but they might as well shell out the fort, 
and then tugs could go up to assist the slower gunboats in the ascent, 
and going to the bridge would do little good without going to Tuscum- 
bia to take the steamboats. 

It could all be done with ease on this high tide and with perfect 
safety. It is altogether probable that the Lexington or Conestoga (old 
boats) could run up in the backwater to the bridge of the Memphis 
and Charleston Railroad, near Tuscumbia, and destroy it. 

Two new gunboats, one old one, and 500 troops on one transport up 
Tennessee River can shell cut Fort Henry, destroy the bridge, run up 
the river to Tuscumbia, and the troops can land and destroy two or 
three bridges near the river along there. The expedition would meet 
no opposition above Fort Henry; and if he will send two or three 
bomb-barges soon, they can run over the Muscle Shoals on this tide 
and destroy the long bridges at Decatur and Bridgeport, Ala., closing 
in Middle Tennessee. I believe the Conestoga or Lexington could at 
present run over Muscle Shoals. I believe an equal force of gunboats 
could clear out the Cumberland on the water of the next ten days to 
the point where General Thomas has possession of it. It would not be 
necessary for more than one new gunboat to accompany the old one on 
the Tennessee farther up than Fort Henry. 


a 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Lowisville, Ky., January 30, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Commanding Department of Missouri: 


GENERAL: I venture to inclose to you an extract from a letter I have 
received from an intelligent and well-informed person at Paducah.* 
I believe his suggestions to be.feasible to a considerable extent, if 


* See inclosure above. 
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not throughout, and I hope you will see enough in it to give it a prompt 
trial. 

The destruction of the bridges on the Cumberland and Tennessee 
alone is an object the importance of which cannot well be overrated, 
and is well worth the risk of losing more than one or two gunboats. 

The present condition of the rivers I believe makes it practicable at 
this time. It requires no unusual preparation, and should be executed 
promptly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
og D. C. BUELL, 
: Lrigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 30, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 
I have ordered an advance of our troops on Fort Henry and Dover. 
It will be made immediately. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 





LOUISVILLE, Ky., January 30, 1862. 


General HALLECK: 


Please let me know your plan and force and the time, &c. 
7 BUELL. 


Se 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 31, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 


Movement already ordered to take and hold Fort Henry and cut 
railroad between Columbus and Dover. Force about 15,000; will be 
re-enforced as soon as possible. Will telegraph the day of investment 


or attack. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





LOUISVILLE, January 31, 1862. 


General HALLECK: 

Do you consider active co-operation essential to your success, because 
in that case it would be necessary for each to know what the other 
has to do? 

It would be several days before I could seriously engage the enemy, 
and your operation ought not to fail. 

The operation which was suggested in my letter yesterday would be 
an important preliminary to the next step. 

: D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, January 31, 1862. 
General ©. F. Surru, | | 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Paducah, Ky.: 


On Monday next I expect to start from Smithland, Paducah, and this 
place some 15,000 men for Fort Henry, to take and occupy that position. 
Tull instructions will be received from General Halleck in the morning. 
At the present I am only in possession of telegraphic orders to take 
and hold it. 

If my instructions contain nothing to change the plan I would adopt, 
I will want a brigade from Paducah, and all the command from Smith- 
land, except the Fifty-second Illinois, and one battalion to be desig- 
nated by yourself. These troops will take with them all their baggage, 
but no baggage train; these being left, to be taken up afterwards. 

U do not regard over a squadron of cavalry being necessary tor the 
whole command in taking the position. All that might afterwards be 
required can be sent from here. 

The troops going from your command may take with them such ra- 
tions as they have on hand at the time of Starting, not less than two 
days’ supply, however, preparation being made here for issuing at the 
place of debarkation. A supply of ammunition will also be taken from 
here, but every regiment should take with them all they have on hand, 
and not less than 40 rounds. 

Should I not be able to write more definitely by to-morrow’s boat, I 
will telegraph during the day if a change from the above is necessary. 
But very little preparation is necessary for this move ; and, if possible, 
the troops and community should be kept from knowing anything of the 
design. I am well aware, however, that this caution is entirely unnec- 
essary to you. 

It is impossible to spare a boat just now to run exclusively between 
Paducah and Smithland; but until one can be sent, the steamer from 
here can continue her trips to the latter place upon your order as often 
as necessary. < 

: U. 8. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, January 31, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEckK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Inclosed herewith I send you a communication from General Smith* 
containing the latest and most reliable information I have from the 
Upper Tennessee. I am quietly making preparations for a move, with- 
out as yet having created a suspicion even that a movement is to be 
made. Awaiting your instructions, which we expect in the morning, I 
have not made definite plans as to my movements, but expect to start 
Sunday evening, taking 15,000 men. I would move by steamer as far 
as practicable, taking but little cavalry and but little land transporta- 
tion, expecting to forwara these afterwards. I shall go in person, and 
take with me either General McClernand or General Smith, to command 
after my return. I will report from this until Saturday by telegraph. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 





*Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Lowis, January 31, 1862. 
vrig. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, Cairo: 

The Twenty-fifth Indiana Infantry and three batteries leave here on 
steamer to-morrow morning. The Thirty-second Illinois leave Spring- 
field to-day, and the Forty-ninth Illinois and a battalion of artillery by 
Sunday or Monday; all for Cairo. Keep me informed by telegram of 


all your movements. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS, Louisville, January 31, 1862. 
General THOMAS: 

The two regiments belong to General Carter’s command and must go 
with it. Inform General Carter that Humphrey Marshall proposes to 
winter at Whitesburg; tell him his depot at London must be.fortified 
and the command vigilant. Has any force gone to Monticello? What 
word from the South Fork road, and what do you learn in regard to 
supplies on the route? 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





SoMERSET, Ky., January 31, 1862. 


General D. C. BUELL: 

I intended to start General Schoepf’s brigade yesterday to Monticello, 
but the roads are in such a condition that supplies did not reach here 
in time. He will cross the river to-day and start to-morrow, or as soon 
as the weather will permit. It still continues to rain, keeping the roads 
as bad as ever. | 

The man I sent to examine the South Fork road has not yet returned. 
I shall need an extra regiment to guard this depot when we leave. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS, Louisville, January 31, 1862. 
General THOMAS: 
Stop the movement of General Schoepf’s brigade until further orders. 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Chief of Staff. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 1, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 

Co-operation at present not essential. Fort Henry has been re-en- 
forced, but where from I have not learned. The roads are in such hor- 
rible condition as to render movements almost impossible on land. Will 
write you fully my plans as soon as I get your letter of the 30th ultimo. 
Write me your plans, and I will try to assist you. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 
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Te aDQUENIBES DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 1, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. U. BS. Grier: Commanding, Cairo: 

GENERAL: You are authorized to withdraw Colonel Ross’ regiment, 
Seventeenth Illinois, from Cape Girardeau for the Tennessee expedi- 
tion as soon as they are wanted. The remaining forces are sufficient 
tor that place. 

Your requisitions for horses, mules, wagons, &c., cannot be filled im- 
mediately. By using steamers on the river, and as the troops will not 
move far from their supplies and water transportation, much of the 
usual trains can be dispensed with for several weeks. Don’t cumber 
up the expedition with too large a train. The object is to move rapidly 
and promptly by steamers, and to reduce the place before any large 
re-enforcements can arrive. 

Very respectfully, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


CAIRO, February 1, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK: 
I will leave here to-morrow night. Force larger than Colonel Me- 
Pherson supposed could be taken by 3,000. 
U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadver-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, | 
Cairo, February 1, 1862. 
General JoHn A. MCCLERNAND, 
Commanding, Cairo, Ill.: 

The troops of your division will be held in readiness to move by 
steamer to-morrow, taking with them all their camp and garrison equi- 
page, three days’ rations and forage, and not to exceed four teams to 

each regiment. The necessary instructions in this regard have been 
given those troops not formerly of your command. One regiment of 
infantry and Dickey’s cavalry will be left to garrison Cairo, for want of 


transportation. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, | 
Cairo, February 1, 1862. 
General E. A. PAINE, 
Commanding Bird’s Point, Mo.: 
In the assignment of commanders to brigades I have placed you in 


immediate command of Cairo and dependencies.* 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


*Detailed instructions omitted. 
37 RB R—VOL VII 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, February 1, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. C. IF. SMITH, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, Paducah, Ky.: 

I am instructed by Brigadier-General Grant to say that the prepara- 
tions for reducing Fort Henry required of you will be the same‘as stated 
in his communication of yesterday, with the exception that you will take 
all the available forces, including cavalry, which can be spared from 
Paducah and Smithland, leaving only such forces as may be absolutely 
necessary to hold these places against attack. 

(JNO. A. RAWLINS, } 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





GENERAL aia HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
| No. 5. Cairo, February 1, 1862. 


For the temporary government the forces of this military district 
will be divided and commanded as follows, to wit: 

The First Brigade will consist of the Eighth, Eighteenth, Twenty- 
seventh, Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, and Thirty-first Regiments of Illinois 
Volunteers, Schwartz’s, and Dresser’s batteries, and Stewart’s, Dol- 
lins’, O’Harnett’s, and Carmichael’s cavalry, Col. R. J. Oglesby, senior 
colonel of the brigade, commanding. ) 

The Second Brigade will consist of the Eleventh, Twentieth, Forty- 
fifth, and Forty-eighth Illinois Infantry, Fourth Illinois Cavalry, Tay- 
lor’s and McAllister’s artillery (the latter with four siege guns), Col. 
W. U. L. Wallace commanding. | | 

The First and Second Brigades will constitute the First Division of 
the District of Cairo, and will be commanded by Brig. Gen. John A. 
McClernand. 

The Third Brigade will consist of the Eighth Wisconsin, Forty-ninth 
Tllinois, Twenth-fifth Indiana, four companies of artillery, and such 
troops as are yet to arrive, Brig. Gen. E. A. Paine commanding. 

The Fourth Brigade will be composed of the Tenth, Sixteenth, Twenty- 
second, and Thirty-second Hlinois, and Tenth Iowa Infantry, Hough- 
taling’s battery of light artillery, four companies of the Seventh and two 
companies of the First Dlinois Cavalry, Colonel Morgan commanding. 

Gen. E. A. Paine is assigned to the command of Cairo and Mound 
City and Colonel Morgan to the command of Bird’s Point. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





SAINT LovuIs, February 2, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 


GENERAL: Yours of the 30th ultimo is just received. At present it 
is only proposed to take and oceupy Fort Henry and Dover [Donelson], 
and, if possible, cut the railroad from Columbus to Bowling Green. The 
roads are in such a horrible condition that troops cannot move by land. 
How far we may venture to send the gunboats up the river will be left 
for after consideration. The mortar boats are a failure; they cannot 
be taken up the river, and it remains to be determined whether the 
gunboats are worth half the money spent on them. Only a portion of 
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them have yet received crews. The garrison of Fort Henry at last 
accounts was 6,000. It may be further re-enforced from Columbus. 

Keep me informed of your forces and plans,’and I will endeavor to 
assist you as much as possible. If we take Fort Henry and concen- 
trate ail available forces there, troops must be withdrawn either from 
Bowling Green or Columbus to protect the railroads. If the former, 
you can advance; if the latter, we can take New Madrid and cut off 
the river communication with Columbus. But it will take some time 
to get troops ready to advance far south of Fort Henry. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. WALLECK, 
Major-General. 


Caro, February 2, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK: 

I leave at Cairo and defenses eight regiments of infantry, six com- 
panies of cavalry, two companies of artillery, and the sick of the entire 
command. More troops should be here soon if a change of commander 
is expected at Columbus. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 


—_—_—_——— 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 2, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, Cairo, Lil.: 

I think.a column should move from Smithland between the rivers if 
the road is practicable. Nearly all your available cavalry could take 
that route and be supplied, at least partly, by the boats on the river. 
Make your force as large as possible. I will send more regiments from 


here in a few days. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
No. 7. . Cairo, February 2, 1862. 

On the expedition now about starting from Smithland, Paducah, 
Cairo, Bird’s Point, and Fort Holt the following orders will be ob- 
served : 

1. No firing, except when ordered by proper authority, will be allowed. 

2, Plundering and disturbing private property is positively prohibited. 

3. Company officers will see that all their men are kept within camp, 
except when on duty. 

4. Rolls will be called evening and morning and every man accounted 
for, and absentees reported to regimental commanders. 

5. Company commanders will have special care that rations and am- 
munition are not wasted or destroyed by carelessness. 

6. Troops will take with them three days’ rations and forage, all 
camp and garrison equipage, and not to exceed four teams to each regi- 
ment. 

7. Regimental commanders will be held strictly accountable for the 
acts of their regiments, and will in turn hold company commanders 
accountable for the conduct of their companies. : 
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Capt. W. W. Leland, commissary of subsistence, is appointed chief 
commissary in the field. 
By order of Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, commanding: 
JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FEBRUARY 2, 1862. 


General GEORGE H. Tuomas, Somerset : 

What now is the condition of the roads? How soon could you march 
and how long do you suppose it would take you to reach Knoxville ? 
_ Are your supplies accumulating in sufficient quantity fora start? Tow 

is the road in advance likely to be affected by the passage of successive 
trains? What dependence can you place in supplies along it, partieu- 
larly forage? Do you hear of any organization of a force there? Where 
is Crittenden? Are the fugitives getting togetheragain? What prog- 
ress has been made in improving the road to Somerset? Please answer 


at once. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., February 3, 1862. 


General HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

The destruction of the bridges on the Tennessee and Cumberland by 
gunboats I believe to be feasible. The gunboats can at this stage of 
the water run past the batteries at night without great risk. This ac- 
complished, the taking and holding Fort Henry and Dover jFort Don- 
elson}] would be comparatively easy. Without that I should fear the 
force you name could not hold both points. It will not do to be driven 
away. You had best count on meeting a re-enforcement of 10,000 from 
Bowlhng Green at this time, besides what may arrive from Virginia with 
Beauregard, who is said to bring fifteen regiments with him. In fact 
10,000 men under Buckner and Floyd left Bowling Green on the 22d 
ultimo to go, it was said, to Paris, though they stopped at Russellville. 
That may have been because your force went back. I do not hear of 
the Virginia re-enforcement having started yet. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 3, 1862. 
ANDREW H. Foote, I’lag-Officer, Paducah : 


General Grant is authorized to furnish men for temporary gunboat 
duty by detail. Men will be sent from here as soon as collected. <Ar- 
range with General Grant for temporary crews, so that there may be 


no delay. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 
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PADUCAH, February 3, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 
Will be off up the Tennessee at 6 o’clock. Command, twenty-three 


regiments in all. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Near Fort Henry, Tenn., February 4, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

This morning the debanieavion of one division, under General McCler- 
nand, took place 3 miles below Fort Henry, nearly in view of the rebel 
batteries. Not having sufficient transportation for all the troops, the 
larger portion of the steamers have to return to Paducah for the remain- 
der of the command, under General Smith. I went up on the Essex 
this morning with Captain Porter, two other iron-clad boats accom- 
panying, to ascertain the range of the rebel guns. From a point about 
1 mile above the place afterwards decided on for place of debarkation 
several shells were thrown, some of them taking effect inside the rebel 
fort. This drew the enemy’s fire, all of which fell far short, except from 
one rifled gun, which threw a ball through the cabin of the Essex and 
several near it. 

I expect all the troops by 10 a.m. to-morrow. Enemy are represented 
as having re-enforced rapidly the last few days. General L. Tilghman 
commands Fort Henry. 

U.S. GRANT 


Brigadier- General. 


FEBRUARY 4, 1862. 
General McCook, Munfordville: 
Try to ascertain whether the rebels have made any preparation for 
defense this side of Bowling Green by throwing up works or felling 
trees. Learn if they are doing anything in that way around Bell’s and 


Bowling Green. 
Dp. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Hpers First DIVISion, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Somerset, Ky., February 4, 1862. 
His Excellency DAvip Top, 
Governor of the State ‘of Ohio, Columbus, Ohio: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of 
the 28th of January, inclosing a copy of “the resolution of thanks of the 
General Assembly of the State of Ohio to myself and Cols. J. A. Gar- 
field, and R. L. McCook, together with the officers and [men] of our 
command, for oe victories in Kentucky over the enemies of the 
Union. 

It will afford me the greatest pleasure to comply with the request of 
the General Assembly to publish the resolution of thanks to my divis- 
ion, and I have the honor to request that you will convey to the General 
Assembly the sincere thanks of the officers and men of my command, as 
well as myself, for the complimentary manner in which they have ap- 
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proved our endeavors to reinstate the Constitution and laws over our 
distressed country. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 





WASHINGTON, February 4, 1862. 
General GEORGE H. THOMAS, Commanding: 


DEAR GENERAL: You will need no assurance that I was delighted 
at the intelligence conveyed by your letter of the 22d ultimo,* more than 
confirming what had been matter of rumors. During a conference with 
the Seeretary of War the morning after I received it I read it to him. 
At his request I left it in his hands and he has just returned it after 
retaining a copy. Hence my delay in replying. 

You have undoubtedly fought the great battle of the war. The 
country is still reverberating the shout of victory. The more we hear 
of the engagement the greater its magnitude appears. 

I was much gratified to learn to-night from Mr. Speed, of Louisville, 
that you had sent Generals Schoepf and Boyle forward to Monticello 
with a large force, and that you were yourself actively engaged in push- 
ing forward a column into Eastern Tennessee, for I know well enough 
that, winter though it is, rough as the ways are, you will not stop until 
Knoxville is in your possession and that line of railroad in your grip. 

The advance into that region will necessarily involve some measures 
looking to the civil administration of the country. The mails should 
go simultaneously with the troops, and yet care should be taken that 
the rebels should not be benefited thereby. Trade, too, will naturally 
follow, to a limited extent at least; the Union people should as far as 
practicable be relieved from the inconveniences to which they have 
been subjected by the double rigors of external circumvallation by the 
Government and of domestic oppression by the secession domination, 
but care must be taken that it be not made a medium of contraband 
operations. 

To look after these matters properly you might, I should think, em- 
ploy with advantage some civilians, particularly some of the residents, 
being careful to select only persons both intelligent and reliable. 

I am exceedingly anxious to be with you, but matters of great mo- 
ment are just now before Congress, and seeing how partially our part 
of the country is represented in it, I dislike to leave. 

Your own views on these matters would greatly interest me, and I 
beg you will favor me with them. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HORACE MAYNARD. 


P. 8.—Yesterday the Senate confirmed your nomination as brigadier- 
general. 





HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Buell, February 4, 1862. 
Col. D. W. LINDSEY, 
Commanding Twenty-second Kentucky Volunteers: 
You will immediately move your command to Piketon, and select 
some good place for a temporary camp a short distance away from the 


* Not found. 





~ 
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village, and require all your officers and men to encamp in tents. Di- 
rect your surgeon to obtain some appropriate building to be used as a 
temporary hospital. Your regiment will act as advance guard of the 
brigade, which will follow you soon. ; 
Aside from the necessary picket service I desire you to use all means 
in your power to obtain accurate and reliable information of the where- 
abouts and strength of the enemy, and particularly to ascertain what 
rebel forces, if any, are occupying the Sounding Gap. Report to me 
by return of boats the condition of the country so far as you may have 
found. You are strictly charged to restrain your command from all 
depredations on private property of citizens. There are said to be 
marauding bands of the enemy in that locality. Capture or disperse 
them. There is a large number of loyal citizens who will aid you as 
scouts till our cavalry can join you. 
Respectfully, yours, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 





[FEBRUARY 5, 1862.—McClellan to Buell misplaced. See p. 473.] 





Saint Louis, February 5, 1862. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: 


Gunboats supplied with temporary crews and in the field. Mortar 
boats of no use at present. Enlistments for regular crews going on 
rapidly. Bombardment of Fort Henry now going ou. Our troops have 
Janded 3 miles below. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 5, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Louisville : 

Our advance column is moving up the Tennessee—twenty-three regi- 
ments. More will soon follow. Can’t you make a diversion in our favor 
by threatening Bowling Green ? 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





LOUISVILLE, February 5, 1862. 
General HALLECK: 


My position does not admit of diversion. My moves must be real 
ones, and I shall move at once unless I am restrained by orders con- 
cerning other plans. Progress will be slow for me.- Must repair the 
railroad as we advance. It must probably betwelve days before we can 
be in front of Bowling Green. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Saint Louis, February 5, 1862. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN : 


It is reported that 10,000 men have left Bowling Green by railroad to 
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re-enforce Fort Henry. Can’t you send me some infantry regiments 


from Ohio? Answer. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
a Major-General. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., [February] 5—7 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: | 


Halleck telegraphs that report says 10,000-men left Bowling Green 
by railroad to re-enforce Fort Henry, and asks for regiments from Ohio. 
If report true, can you not assist by a demonstration in direction of 
Bowling Green? Communicate with Halleck and assist him if pos- 
sible. - Please reply. 

" GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., February 5, 1862—7 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Have telegraphed Buell to communicate with you, and suggested 
demonstration on Bowling Green. Have just moved cight regiments 
from Ohio into Western Virginia. Cannot well spare more thence from 
Buell unless absolutely necessary. Please communicate fully with Buell 
and with me. . 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





LOUISVILLE, February 5, 1862—12 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 

Iam communicating with him [Halleck]. Bowling Green is secure 
from any immediate apprehension of attack by being strongly fortified 
behind a river, by obstructions on the roads for nearly the whole «is- 
tance between us (40 miles), and by the condition of the roads thein- 
selves; can only be threatened with heavy artillery. No demonstration, 
therefore, is practicable. I will send him a brigade. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 





LOUISVILLE, February 5, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 


I will re-enforce your column by a brigade from Green River if you 
find that you absolutely require it; otherwise I have use for it. Dol 
understand you are moving up the Tennessee River only? You must 


not fail. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 





Saint Louis, February 5, 1862. 
To the COMMANDING OFFICER AT PADUCAH, KY., 
For General Grant: 
~ Ten thousand men have left Bowling Green to re-enforce Fort Henry. 
Order forward all your available troops as rapidly as possible. I send 
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down the Fourteenth Iowa to-day, the Forty-third [linois to-morrow, 
and the Second Iowa in a few days. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 





LOUISVILLE, February 5, 1862. 
Major-General McCLELLAN, Washington: - 

The delay caused by want of transportation, and when that shall be 
remedied the insuperable obstacles to the advance of a suitable column 
into East Tennessee in the present condition of the roads, impel me to 
proceed at once against Bowling Green, leaving the other to be resumed 
when it is possible. Iam unwilling to seem to swerve from the exe- 
cution of your plan without advising you of the meaning of it and 
knowing that you will acquiesce in the necessity for it. Since I com- 
menced this dispatch General Halleck telegraphs me: “Our advance 
column is moving upon the enemy. Can’t you make a diversion in our 
favor by threatening Bowling Green?” My position does not admit of 
diversion; my moves must be in earnest, and I propose to move at once. 
Our progress will not be rapid, for the railroad has to be repaired as we 
go, but we will try to make it sure. I hope General Halleck has 
weighed his work well. Please answer. : 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier- General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 5, 1862. 
THOMAS A. ScoTT, 
Assistant Secretary of War, Indianapolis: 

I want all the infantry regiments at Cairo you can possibly send me 
there, in order to re-enforce the column now moving up the Tennessee 
River. Ten thousand men have been detached from Bowling Green by 
railroad to re-enforce Fort Henry. Send me all the re-enforcements you 
can, as I wish to cut the enemy’s line before Beauregard arrives. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





GEN. FIELD ORDERS, ! Hpors. DISTRICT OF CATRO, 
No. 1. Camp in Field, near Fort Henry, Feb. 5, 1862. 


The First Division, General John A. McClernand commanding, will 
move at 11 o’clock a. m. to-morrow, under the guidance of Lieutenant- 
Colonel McPherson, and take a position on the roads from Fort Henry 
to Fort Denelson and Dover. 

It will be the special duty of this command to preveut all re-enforce- 
ments to Fort Henry or escape from it; also to be held in readiness to 
charge and take Fort Henry by storm promptly on receipt of orders. 

Two brigades of the Second Division, General C. F. Smith command- 
ing, will start at the same hour from the west bank of the river and 
take and occupy the heights commanding Fort Henry. This point will 
be held by so much artillery as can be made available and such other 
troops as.in the opinion of the general commanding Second Division 
may be necessary for its protection. 

The Third Brigade, Second Division, will advance up the east bank 
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of the Tennessee River as fast as it can be securely done, and be in 
readiness to charge upon the fort or move to the support of the First 
Division, as may be necessary. | 

All of the forces on the west bank of the river not required to hold 
the heights commanding Fort Henry will return to their trausports, 
cross the river, and follow the First Division.as rapidly as possible. 

The west bank of the Tennessee River not having been reconnoitered, 
the commanding officer intrusted with taking possession of the enemy’s 
works there will proceed with great caution and such information as 
can be gathered and such guides as can be found in the time interven- 
ing before 11 o’clock to-morrow. 

The troops will move with two days’ rations of bread and meat in 
their haversacks. 

One company of the Second Division, armed with rifles, will be 
ordered to report to Ilag-Officer Foote as sharpshooters on board the 
gunboats. 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


See 


SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS, Hpaqrs. DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
No. 1. Camp near Fort Henry, Tenn., Feb. 6, 1862. 


A. H. Markland, esq., special U. 8. mail agent, will take charge of 
all mail matter from and to the troops composing the present expedi- 
tion, and make such arrangements as he may be authorized by the 
Department to make to forward the same. 

All Government boats are commanded to carry all mail matter, and 
such persons as may have charge of the same under directions of Mr. 
Markland, free of charge to and from all points to which said boats 
may be plying. 

By order of Brig. Gen. U.S. Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





WASHINGTON, February 6, 1862. 
General BUELL: 

Telegram received. My dispatch of last night will show that you 
meet my views. Draw in from Ohio and Indiana what you need. I 
telegraph to the Governors to aid you. I need not urge you to delay 
the move on East Tennessee as little as possible. I fully appreciate 


the obstacles. Same thing here. Communicate often. 
McCLELLAN, 


SAINT LOUIS, February 6, 1862. 
(Received, Washington, D. C., Feb. 6—6.30 p. m.) 
Major-General McCLELLAN: 

Fort Henry is largely re-enforced both from Bowling Green and 
Columbus. They intend to make a stand there. Unless I get more 
forces [ may fail to take it, but the attack must help General Buell to 
move forward. Our troops landed 3 miles below the fort and the gun- 
boats are bombarding it. 1am sending every available man from Mis- 
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souri. I was not ready to move, but deemed best to anticipate the 
arrival of Beauregard’s forces. 
H. W. HALLECK. 





WASHINGTON, February 6, 1862. 
General BUELL: 


Halleck telegraphs that Fort Henry is largely re-enforced from 
Columbus and Bowling Green. If road so bad in your front, had we 
not better throw all available force on Forts Henry and Donelson? 
What think you of making that the main line of operations? Answer 


quick. 
McCLELLAN. - 





WASHINGTON, February 6, 1862. 
General BUELL: 

If it becomes necessary to detach largely from your command to 
support Grant, ought you not to goin person? Reply, and, if yes, I 
will inform Halleck. Your last dispatch received. What heavy artil- 
lery will you eventually need? 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 





Sarnt Louis, February 6, 1862. 
(Received 10 p. m.) 
General GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 7 

If you can give me, in addition to what I have in this department, 
10,000 men, I will take Fort Henry, cut the enemy’s line, and paralyze 
Columbus. Give me 25,000, and I will threaten Nashville and cut off 
railroad communication, so as to force the enemy to abandon Bowling 
Green without a battle. 

H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-Generel. 





WASHINGTON, February 6, 1862—7 p. m. 
General HALLECK: 

Buell telegraphs roads are impassable to Bowling Green. Has sent 
you a brigade. I have placed nine additional regiments at his disposal 
to send to the Tennessee River or use himself if he can advance on 
Bowling Green. Buell will assist you. Is a sudden dash on Columbus 
practicable if Buell can send the troops? I will push Hitchcock’s case. 


Yours of to-day received. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 





LOUISVILLE, February 6—12 p. m. 
_ (Received February 7, 1862—11.30 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 


This whole move, right in its strategical bearing, but commenced 
by General Halleck without appreciation—preparative or concert—has 
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now become of vast magnitude. I was myself thinking of a change of 
the line to support it when I received your dispatch. It will have ‘to be 
made in the face of 50,000 if not 60,000 men, and is hazardous. I will 
answer definitely in the morning. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier- General. 





SAINT Louis, February 6, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville: 

The enemy is concentrating his forces on Fort Henry by railroad. 
It is said that Beauregard arrived there last night, but without his 
troops. The bombardment is now going on. The boats are in the Ten- 
nessee and the troops between that and the Cumberland. From what 
part of Green River can you advance a brigade to co-operate? If 
necessary, [ can throw a column across the Cumberland to facilitate the 


movement. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





LOUISVILLE, Lebruary 6, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 


I propose to send the brigade by water from the mouth of Green 
River, to form a junction with you. 
D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General. 


LOUISVILLE, February 6, 1862—6.30 p. m.. 
General HALLECK: 

Besides the brigade from Green River I can send you two regiments 
from Indiana and six from Ohio. Telegraph the Governor of Ohio the 
point at which you will have his regiments. Those from Indiana I 
have directed to Cairo, hearing that you want them there. Please let 
me know what you do. All these troops are raw, you know, and with- 
out any brigade organization. For the present I will request the Gov- 
ernor to arrange them in br igades, and direct the senior colonel to take 
command. Do you require light batteries ? 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 6, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL. Louisville: 

‘Send the brigade up the Cumberland, and I will have a gunboat at 
Smithland to protect the transports. They can land near Dover and 
operate on either side, as may be required. If we can reduce Fort 
Iilenry the gunboats will proceed up the river to destroy all bridges. 
I am satisfied that the enemy intend to make a desperate stand at that 
place, and will re-enforce it from Bowling Green and Columbus. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major- General. 
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LOUISVILLE, February 6, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 

Do you say send the brigade up the Cumberland River to land near 
Dover? Is not the enemy in possession of the route across from Dover? 
Please describe Grant’s position and the enemy’s. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


FEBRUARY 6, 1862. 
General GEORGE H. THomAS, Somerset: 

Move your division with all possible dispatch back to Lebanon. 
Further orders will meet you there. Leave one regiment to collect 
and guard the public property until relieved by one from Wood’s bri- 
gade, and then join you. 

Lose no time. What amount of property and provisions is there on 
hand?) What.means have you prepared for crossing the river ? 

D. ©. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


FEBRUARY 6, 1862—7 p.m. 
Gov. DAvip Top, Columbus, Ohio: 

General McClellan telegraphs me that you have six regiments subject 
to my call. Please arrange them in two brigades, so as to place the 
most capable colonel in command in each as far as relative rank will 
permit, and move them with all possible dispatch to such points as 
General Halleck may designate. They.should be supplied with ammu- 
nition—at least 40 rounds. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SOMERSET, February 6, 1862—11 p. m. 
General D. C. BUELL: 
Have on hand nearly 100,000 rations of small stores; not more than 
five days of bread. 
Have been able to move but little of the captured property in con- 
sequence of the heavy and continuous rains. There are four ferry- 
boats being built, but none finished. A coal-boat is now used for 


crossing. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General. 


- HEADQUARTERS F'irrH DIVISION, 
Calhoun, February 6, 1862. 
Capt. J. B. Fry, 
Assistant Adjutant. General: 

CAPTAIN: Your telegram ordering my command back to this place 
also directed me to have Hawkins’ brigade in readiness to move to 
Louisville. I suppose that you intended the Fourteenth Brigade, and 
wrote Hawkins instead of Jones, who is in command of this brigade. 
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The country all around is flooded and impassable. The rebels have 
burned all the bridges on Pond River, a small stream, but deep; ford- 
able when the waters are low at but few places, and not now to be 
forded:at all. Pond River empties into Green River 10 miles below 
this place, and runs nearly parallel with Green River from its source 
to its mouth. 

If a rebel force should attempt to go to Henderson I could only meet 
them by going down the river. I am confident that no troops but 
cavalry would attempt to go to Henderson; but I have been notified 
several times that the rebel cavalry contemplated this enterprise. In 
my opinion a single regiment at this place is enough to protect the 
lock, and twenty regiments here can do no more. If it is not your 
design to move this column south from some point on this river at an 
early day, I respectfully suggest that it would be well to send a regi- 
ment to Henderson. 

I am, general, impatient, of course, at the inactivity of my command, 
but feel nothing like the spirit of complaint. We were all cheered by 
the order to advance, and naturally depressed by the order to return. 
But although my position at South Carrollton was naturally strong 
and had been strengthened by some field works, yet your order for ne 
to return was not altogether unexpected, and my judgment approved 
the order, unless you could have sent some re-enforcements to my 
command. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. L. CRITTENDEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 7, 1862. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN, Washington: 
Fort Henry is ours. The flag of the Union is re-established on the | 
soil of Tennessee. It will never be removed. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





“ 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
February 7, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Comdg. Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

General McClellan congratulates you on the success of the expedi- 
tion, and desires that Fort Henry be held at all hazards. Will give 
further instructions to-day about further movements. 

: A. V. COLBURN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
td 





Saint Louis, February 7, 1862. 
Major-General McCLELLAN: 


Fort Henry will be held at all hazards. It is said that the enemy is 
concentrating troops by railroad to recover his lost advantage. If 
General Buell cannot either attack or threaten Bowling Green on 
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account of the roads, I think every man not required to defend Green 
River should be sent to the Tennessee River or Cumberland River. 
We can hold our ground and advance up these rivers. The enemy 
must abandon Bowling Green. If he does not, he is completely para- 
lyzed. He will concentrate at Dover, Clarksville, or Paris, or fall 
back on Nashville. In either case Bowling Green will be of little 
importance. He ought to concentrate at Dover, and attempt to retake 
Fort Henry. It is the only way he can restore an equilibrium. We 
should be prepared for this. If you agree with me, send me everything 
you can spare from General Buell’s command or elsewhere. We must 
hold our ground and cut the enemy’s lines. I am sending everything 
I can rake and scrape together from Missouri. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS ARMY, February 7, 1862—7.15 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatieck, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Dispatch received. I congratulate you upon the result of your 
operations. They have caused the utmost satisfaction here. I would 
not undertake a dash at Columbus now. Better devote everything 
towards turning it; first collecting a sufficient force near Forts Henry 
and Donelson to make success sure. 

Either Buell or yourself should soon go to the scene of operations. 
Why not have Buell take the line of Tennessee and operate on Nash- 
ville, while your troops turn Columbus? Those two points gained, a 
combined movement on Memphis will be next in order. The bridges 
at Tuscumbia and Decatur should at all hazards be destroyed at once. 

Please number telegraphic dispatches and give hour of transmittal. 
Thank Grant, Foote, and their commands for me. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
7 Saint Louis, February 7, 1862. 
Brigadier-General GRANT or Flag-Officer Foote, 
Fort Henry: 
Push the gunboats up the river to cut the railroad bridges. Troops 
to sustain the gunboats can follow in transports. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





Saint Louis, February 7, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 


Gunboats and cavalry ordered up the Tennessee River to destroy 
bridges. I think the enemy is collecting forces at Paris to prevent 
this by threatening our right flank. Paris must be taken. I am 
throwing in additional forces as rapidly as possible, and want all I can 
get. Fort Donelson will probably be taken to-morrow. Possibly a 
dash can be made on Columbus, but I think not. It is very strong. 1 
shall endeavor to cut the railroad at Union City, and if possible occupy 
New Madrid, so as to cut off supplies by the river; but these move- 
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ments must depend upon the arrival of troops and the condition of the 
roads, which are now almost impassable. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 7, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 

Fort Henry is ours. The enemy is retreating on Paris, pursued by 
our cavalry. He has been compelled to abandon a part of his artillery. 
The gunboats will proceed up the river as far as may be safe. It is 
believed that the enemy is concentrating his forces at Paris, to operate 
on our flank. It will require every man we can get to hold him in 
check there, while a column is sent up the Tennessee or Cumberland, 
or both, to destroy bridges. We are much in want of artillery. Send 
down as many light batteries as you can spare. General Grant ex- 
pects to take Fort Donelson (at Dover) to-morrow. If troops are sent 
up the Cumberland they will be preceded by gunboats. 

: H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


FEBRUARY 7, 1862. 
General HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

I congratulate you en your success. Considering the uncertainty of 
forming a junction, I ordered the brigade from Green River to go up 
the Tennessee. The boats start to-night to take them on board. 

I have no light batteries to send you now. 

D. C. BUELL, 
- Brigadier- General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 7, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville: 


Your letter of the 5th just received.* I agree with you entirely. 
Bowling Green must be given up if we can hold our position. The 
enemy will concentrate at Nashville, Clarksville, or Paris, or will 
attempt to regain his lost advantage at Fort Henry or Dover—I think 
the latter. It is all-important that we hold our position and advance 
toward Nashville. I fear I may not be able to do this without more 
troops. If from the condition of the roads you can neither threaten 
nor attack Bowling Green nor follow him to the Cumberland, I advise 
the sending of every man not necessary to sustain your line on Green 
River down the Ohio, to operate up the Cumberland or Tennessee. If 
we can hold Fort Henry and move up these rivers, you will have no 
further difficulty about Bowling Green. The enemy must abandon it 
and fall back. If he moves all his forces against me on the Tennessee 
I may not be able to resist him, but will do everything in my power. 
I have only 15,000 men at Fort Henry and Dover. I throw out these 
suggestions for your consideration. If you can help me still further I 


know you will do so. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


i 


* See p. 936. 
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: SAINT Louis, February 7, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 


GENERAL: My telegrams of to-day are so full that [ have very little 
to add in answer to your letter of the 5th. You say you regret that 
we could not have consulted on this move earlier. So do I, most sin- 
cerely. I had no idea of commencing the movement before the 15th 
or the 20th instant till I received General McClellan’s telegram about 
the re-enforcement sent to Tennessee or Kentucky with Beauregard. 
Although not ready, I deemed it important to move instantly. I be- 
lieve I was right. We must hold. Fort Henry must be held at all 
hazards. I am sending there every man I can get hold of, without 
regard to the consequences of abandoning posts in this State. If the 
rebels rise, I will put them down afterwards. Grant’s force is small— 
only 15,000. Eight thousand more are on the way to re-enforce him. 
If we can sustain ourselves and advance up the Cumberland or Ten- 
nessee, Bowling Green must be abandoned. I suppose the mud there, 
as it is here, is too deep for movements outside of railroads and rivers. 

The enemy has the railroads, and we must use the rivers—at least 
for the present. Unfortunately our gunboats are badly disabled. They 
will be repaired as soon as possible. In the mean time we must push 
on with infantry and artillery on transports. I have no train, and most 
of the regiments are without means of transportation on land. I hope 
you will help us all youcan. I deem the holding of Fort Henry of vital 
importance to both of us. 

I write in great haste, but you will understand the purport of what 
I wish to express. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
id Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY, February 7, 1862—7.15 p. m. 


Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky. : 


Why not take the line of the Tennessee with your command and oper- 
ate on Nashville, while Halleck turns Union City and Columbus ? 

I have directed him to destroy bridge at Decatur if possible to reach it. 

After carrying Nashville and Columbus a combined attack on Mem. 
phis could be made; it would easily fall if bridge at Decatur destroyed. 

Call for all available troops in Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan. 

Please number and give hour of transmittal of telegraphic dispatches. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


LOUISVILLE, February 7, 1862—9 p. m. 


Major-General MCCLELLAN: 

I cannot, on reflection, think a change of my line would be advisable. 
I shall want eighteen rifled siege guns and four companies of experi- 
enced gunners to man them. I hope General Grant will not require 
further re-enforcements. I will go, if necessary. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General. 
38 R R—VOL VII 
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Carro, Iuu., February 7, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, | 
‘ Comdg. U. 8S. Forces on Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers: 


By direction of Major-General Halleck Iam here with his authority 
to give any necessary orders in his name to facilitate your very im- 
portant operations. Do you want any more cavalry? If so, General 
Halleck can send you a regiment from Saint Louis. I have directed 
General Paine to send you, as soon as transportation can be provided, 
the Thirty-second and Forty-ninth Illinois and Twenty-fifth Indiana. 
The Fifty-seventh Dlinois will be here on Wednesday, en route to join 
you. Several regiments are about moving from Saint Louis to add to 
your forces. Please ask Lieutenant-Colonel McPherson whether he 
wants intrenching tools or anything else I can supply. 

G. W. CULLUM, 
Brig. Gen. Vols., U. S. Army, Chief of Staff. 





LOUISVILLE, February 8, 1862—9 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN: 


I am concentrating and preparing, but will not decide definitely yet. 
D. C. BULL, 
Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 8, 1862. 
To the SECRETARY OF WAR, Washington : 

Brigadier-Generals Sherman, Pope, Grant, Curtis, Hurlbut, Sigel, 
Prentiss, and McClernand, all in this department, are of same date, and 
each unwilling to serve under the other. If Brig. Gen. E. A. Hitch- 
cock could be made major-general of volunteers aud assigned to this 
department it would satisfy all and reconcile all differences. If it can 
be done there should be no delay, as an experienced officer of high rank 
is wanted immediately on the Tennessee line. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 8, 1862—12 m. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN, Washington : 

Yours of the 7th, 8 p. m., is received. I am decidedly of opinion 
that if General Buell cannot move on Bowling Green, all his available 
forces not required to guard Green Liver should be transferred to the 
Cumberland, to move by water on Nashville. With the enemy in force 
at Columbus and Bowling Green on my flanks I cannot advance on 
Nashville without more troops. The enemy would be certain to cut me 
oft from my base. I shall go to Fort Henry on Monday or Tuesday. 
The disabled gunboats cannot be repaired for some days, giving time 
for the transfer of what forces can be spared from Kentucky. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 8, 1862. 


Major-General MCCLELLAN, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I have considered with due deliberation that part of 
your telegram of yesterday in relation to General Buell’s coming to 
the Cumberland River and taking command of the expedition against 
Nashville. General Sherman ranks General Buell, and he is entitled 
to a command in that direction. I propose, with due deference to your 
better judgment, the following plan, as calculated to produce unity of 
action and to avoid any difficulties about rank and command: Create 
a geographical division, to be called Western Division, or any other 
suitable name, and to be composed of three departments, viz: Depart- 
meut of the Missouri, including the present Department of Kansas and 
the States of Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, and Arkansas; Department 
of the Mississippi, including the remainder of the present Department 
of the Missouri and West Tennessee; Department of the Ohio, to be 
the same as at present, with the addition of East Tennessee. If we 
penetrate into Alabama or Mississippi, they can be assigned according 
to circumstances. General Buell would then retain his present com- 
mand, with a small addition; General Hunter could take the new 
Department of the Missouri, which, I have no doubt, would be more 
agreeable to him than his present position; and General Hitchcock, if 
you can get him appointed, could take the new Department of the 
Mississippi. I have no desire for any larger command than I have 
now, but it seems to me that this would produce greater concert of ac- 
tion, give more satisfaction to General Hunter, and economize your 
labor, as all your orders for the West would then go through a single 
channel. Moreover, where troops of different departments act together, 
as they must on the Cumberland and Tennessee and on the frontiers of 
Kansas, Missouri, and Arkansas, they would be under one general head. 
This would avoid any clashing of interests or difference of plans and 
policy. 

I make these suggestions for your consideration. 

If General Hitchcock cannot be appointed, General Sherman could 
take the Department of the Mississippi. His health is greatly improved. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


——_—_—<— 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 8, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Fort Henry: 


If possible, destroy the bridge at Clarksville. It is of vital import- 
ance, and should be attempted atall hazards. Shovels and picks will 
be sent you to strengthen Fort Henry. The guns should be transferred 
and arranged so as to resist an attack by land. The redan on south 
bank should be arranged for same object. Some of the guns from 
Fort Holt will be sent up. Re-enforcements will reach you daily. 
Hold on to Fort Henry at all hazards. Impress slaves of secessionists 
in vicinity to work on fortifications. It is of vital importance to 
strengthen your position as rapidly as possible. When slaves are so 
impressed, they should be kept under guard and not allowed to com- 
municate with the enemy, nor must they be allowed to escape. Where 
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supplies are taken from Union men, they should be paid for either in 
money or proper vouchers. Where taken from secessionists, they must 
be receipted for and duly taken up on the proper 1eturns. 
You must cut the enemy’s telegraph lines whenever you can. Keep 
me informed of all you do as often as you can write or telegraph. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 8, 1862: 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE W. CuLLuUM, Cairo, Ill.: 

A brigade sent by Buell is coming down the Ohio to report at Smith- 
land. Order them up the Tennessee to General Grant. Shovels go 
down to-day for use at Fort Henry. Send up picks from Cairo; also two 
guns from Fort Holt. All heavy guns in Fort Henry should be trans- 
ferred to land side, to resist an attack from Bowling Green or Colum- 
bus. Push on the telegraph line with all possible dispatch. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, | 
Fort Henry, Tenn., February 8, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CuLLuM, Cairo, Ill. : 

Yours of yesterday’s date is received. The cavalry which General 
Halleck can spare from Saint Louis might be used to advantage after 
a while, possibly as soon as they could be got ready. At present we are 
perfectly locked in by high water and bad roads, and prevented from 
acting offensively, as I should like to do. The banks are higher at the 
water’s edge than farther back, leaving a wide margin of low land to 
bridge over before anything can be done inland. The bad state of the 
roads will then prevent the transportation of baggage or artillery. I 
contemplated taking Fort Donelson to-day with infantry and cavalry 
alone, but all my troops may be kept busily engaged. in saving what 
we now have from the rapidly-rising waters. 

Yesterday my cavalry went to within a mile of Fort Donelson. All 
the enemy’s pickets were driven in, but no definite information received 
of the number of the enemy. The force from here, however, had all 
joined the force at Fort Donelson, and if any re-enforcements were on 
the way for this place no doubt they have been or will go there also. 

Allthe gunboats are gone from here. Captain Phelps started with the 
three old boats the evening after the battle, or rather eapture I should 
say, and will no doubt go to the head of navigation. I sent after him 
a transport, with some infantry, to disable the railroad bridge, but gev- 
ting off some hours later than the gunboats and finding a rebel force at 
the bridge, they returned without accomplishing the object. I sent up 
yesterday the only remaining jron-clad boat, and as she has just made 
her appearance, I will await her report and finish. 

The railroad bridge is disabled. Some commissary stores and quar- 
termaster property were also taken. 

The steamer which will carry this will leave in a very short time, so 
that I will not be able to semd any additional report to General Hal- 
leck.- I would be obliged, therefore, if you would send this, or a copy, 
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or such portion of it as you think might interest the general command- 
ing the department. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 





FEBRUARY 8, 1862—4.30 p. m. 
General HALLECK, Saint Louis: . 

I notified you that two Indiana and six Ohio regiments were subject 
to your call for the Tennessee River. Have you received them? Please 
tell me from time to time the details of Grant’s movements as much as 
possible, so that I may act to suit the circumstances. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS, Louisville, February 8, 1862. 
General THOMAS: 
Do not lose any time, but come on to Lebanon as promptly as pos- 
sible. I may want you immediately. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 9, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 


The two Indiana regiments are coming by railroad; hear nothing of 
the six from Ohio. Are these in addition to the brigade spoken of by 
you as coming down the Ohio? I hear nothing of the brigade. Grant 
was near Dover yesterday, the 8th; hear nothing more. Mud very 
deep, and movement slow. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


SS 


Carro, ILu., February 9, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


McPherson has reconnoitered to within 14 miles of Fort Donelson and 
had skirmish with pickets. High water and mud prevent transpor- 
tation of Grant’s baggage and artillery. Have taken twelve field guns 
abandoned by rebels. Telegraph wires between Jorts Henry and 
Donelson pulled down. Trestle from abutments of Tennessee bridge 
to high land destroyed, but fine bridge left uninjured. Gunboats in 
pursuit of rebel steamers ; understand one burned to escape capture. 
Will send Forty-eighth Indiana, Thirty-second Hlinois, and two heavy 
guns to-day by Empress, making five regiments sent from here. 

G. W. CULLUM, 
Brig. Gen. Vols., U. S. Army, Chief of Staff. 





Saint Louis, February 9, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CULLUM, Cairo: 


All additional stores should be sentto Paducah. The First Nebraska 
leave to-night; the Second Lowa will follow to-morrow night. General 
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McClellan gives hopes of adopting my plan entire, by sending a part of 
Buell’s army to the Cumberland. If so, look out for lively times. The 
gunboats should be prepared for the Cumberland with all possible dis- 


patch. Hitchcoek is appointed. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 


EE Ce 


Saint Louis, February 9, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CuLtum, Cairo: 


If three gunboats can be spared from Cairo and made efficient, I 
wish them sent up the Cumberland to Dover and Clarksville. Consult 
Commodore Foote and let me know when and how many can go. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 
Carino, February 9, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


I telegraphed you this morning, and find my dispatch not sent at 8 
this evening. I have already consulted with Foote, anticipating your 
orders. He can’t send gunboats up Cumberland. Will see him again. 

G. W. CULLUM, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


CatRo, ILL., February 9, 1862. 
Major-General HALLKEcx, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


No force at Commerce Point, where all contraband from Illinois is 
landed for rebels. Four companies of Second Illinois Artillery, 425 
men and sixteen guns, sent to north of Fort Holt on high ground, it 
being the order of General Grant on leaving to retain them here. Ger- 
man recruits may have been recently distributed to regiments. Cap- 
tain Rodgers, of provost-marshal’s department, reports a gang of K. 
G. C. at Ironton, Randolph County, Illinois. Mortar boats ‘being ex- 
perimented with. Essex will have to go to Saint Louis for repairs of 
boiler, &c. Forty-eighth Indiana arrived here with 900 men and but 
400 arms. Have directed Colonel Buford to supply them with 500 from 
600 altered Harper’s Ferry muskets he has on hand, having just been 
supphed with Enfield rifles. 

G. W. CULLUM, 


Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 








GENERAL FIELD ORDERS, HpaQrs. DISTRICT OF Cato, 
No. 3. fort Henry, February 9, 1862. 


All regimental officers will immediately take up quarters with com- 
mands and not board on steamers, as the general commandin g regrets 
to see has been done. 

No officer will be allowed to go aboard any steamers except where 
his duty carries him. 

Commanders of regiments will see that this order is properly exe- 
cuted. 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant : 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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GENERAL FIELD ORDERS, HpqQrs. DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
No. 5. Fort Henry, February 9, 1862. 


The pilfering and marauding disposition shown by some of the men 
of this command has determined the general commanding to make an 
example of some one, to fully show his disapprobation of such conduct. 
Brigade commanders, therefore, will be held accountable for the con- 
duct of their brigades, regimental commanders for their regiments, and 
company commanders for their companies. If any one is found guilty 
of plundering or other violation of orders, if the guilty parties are not 
punished promptly the company officers will be at once arrested, or if 
they are not known the punishment will have to come upon the regi- 
mental or brigade commanders. Every offense will be traced back to a 
responsible party. 

In an enemy’s country, where so much more could be done by a manly 
and humane policy to advance the cause which we all have so deeply 
at heart, it is astonishing that men can be found so wanton as to de- 
stroy, pillage, and burn indiscriminately, without inquiry. 

This has been done but to a very limited extent in this command so 
far, but too much for our credit has already occurred to be allowed to 
pass without admonition. 

By order of Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, commanding : 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





FEBRUARY 10 [17], 1862—9 a. m. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: 


It is said that Beauregard is preparing to move from Columbus either 
on Paducah or Fort Henry. Do send me more troops. It is the crisis 
of the war in the West. Have you fully considered the advantage 
which the Cumberland affords to the enemy at Nashville? An immense 
number of boats have been collected, and the whole Bowling Green 
force can come down in a day, attack Grant in the rear, and return to 
Nashville before Buell can get half way there. The bridges are all de- 
stroyed and the roads rendered impassable. If Buell must move by 
land, why not direct him on Clarksville? Icandono more for Grant at 
present. I must stop the transports at Cairo to observe Beauregard. 
We are certainly in peril. Telegraph to General Hitchcock officially, 
informing him of his appointment, and assign him to duty in this depart- 
ment. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 10, 1862—12 m. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN, Washington: 


Colonel Holt and others say that troops cannot move by land in Ken- 
tucky before well into April. If sufficient forces are sent to the Cum- 
berland, we can by that time be in the heart of Tennessee. Give us the 
means and we are certain to give the enemy a telling blow. 

We have just taken Poplar Bluff and Doniphan, capturing Major 
Jennings and 29 men of the rebel army. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MIssounryt, 


Saint Louis, February 10, 1862. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo, Iil.: 

Persuade Flag-Officer Foote, if possible, to send gunboats up the 
Cumberland. Two will answer, if he can send no more. They must 
precede the transports. I am straining every nerve to send troops to 
take Dover and Clarksville. Troops are on their way. All we want is 
gunboats to precede the transports. Show him this. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
; Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CArRO, 
Fort Henry, February 10, 1862. 


Flag-Officer Footr, Commanding Flotilla: 


I have been waiting very patiently for the return of the gunboats 
under Commander Phelps, to go around on the Cumberland, whilst I 
marched my land forces across to make a simultaneous attack upon Fort 
Donelson. I feel that there should be no delay in this matter, and yet I 
do not feel justified in going without some of your gunboats to co-op- 
erate. Can you not send two boats from Cairo immediately up the Cum- 
berland? To expedite matters, any steamers at Cairo may be taken to 
tow them. Should you be deficient in men, an artillery company can 
be detached to serve on the gunboats temporarily. 

Please let me know your determination in this matter, and start as 
soon as you like. I will be ready to co-operate at any moment. 

; U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





LOUISVILLE, February 10, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Just received your dispatch. I ordered six regiments from Ohio, two 
from Indiana, and the brigade (four regiments) from Green River; in 
all, twelve regiments. The boats for the Green River brigade left here 
the night of the day you called tor them, and were to ascend the Ten- 
nessee River. May have been delayed a little at Green River. The Ohio 
regiments, it appears, did not understand your call as definite. I dis- 
patched last night to hasten them forward. May I ask what force you 
leave at Paducah? It is exposed to Columbus, is it not? How many 
gunboats have you? It may affect my movement. 

D. C. BUELL, 
_ Brigadier-General. 





SAINT Louis, February 10, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 

If-possible destroy the bridge at Clarksville. Run any risk to accom- 
plish this. Strengthen land side of Fort Henry, and transfer guns to 
resist a land attack. Picks and shovels are sent. Large re-enforce- 
ments will soon join you. 

: H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 
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SAInT Louis, February 10, 1862. 
General GRANT or Flag-Officer FOoTE: 


Push the gunboats up the river to cut the railroad bridges. Troops 
to sustain the gunboats can follow in transports. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





GENERAL FIELD ORDERS, Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
No. 7. Fort Henry, February 10, 1862. 


The troops from Forts Henry and Heiman will hold themselves in 
readiness to move on Weduesday, the 12th instant, at as early an 
hour as practicable. Neither tents nor baggage will be taken, except 
such as the troops can carry. Brigade and regimental commanders will 
see that all their men are supplied with 40 rounds of ammunition in 
their cartridge-boxes and two days’ rations in their haversacks. Three 
days’ additional rations may be put in wagons to follow the expedition, 
but will not impede the progress of the main column. 

Two regiments of infantry will remain at Fort Henry, to be desig- 
nated from the First Division, and one brigade at Fort Heiman, Ky., to 
be designated by General Smith, commanding. 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General 





GENERAL FIELD pares Hpors. DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
No. 8 Fort Henry, February 10, 1862. 

The Seventeenth, Forty-third, and Forty-ninth Regiments Mlinois 
Volunteers, commanded by the senior colonel, will form the Third Bri- . 
gade, First Division, of the Army in the field. 

The Fourteenth Iowa, Twenty-fifth and Fifty-second Indiana Volun- 
teers, Birge’s Sharpshooters, and one battalion Curtis’ Horse will form 
the Fourth Brigade, Second Division. 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant: 

, JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ORDNANCE DEPOT, 
Louisville, Ky., February 10, 1862. 
General J. W. RIPLEY, Washington : 

Srp: Ten thousand stand of small-arms are needed to supply the 
place of defective arms now in the hends of the troops in this depart- 
ment. Please inform me when they can be sent. 

Very respectfully, 
T. EDSON, 
Lieutenant of Ordnance. 





FEBRUARY 10, 1862—1.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, 
Commanding U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 
My ordnance officer has by my direction made frequent report of the 
worthless character of certain arms sent here and the necessity for 
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more. Gets noanswer. The muskets sent to Kentucky are unsafe and 
demoralize the troops. Proposed to alter them, but received no answer. 
Ought to be replaced at once. 
D. C. BULLL, 
Brigadier-General. 





WASHINGTON, February 10, 1862—7 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville : 
Dispatch received. It contains the first intimation I have had of 
character of arms. I will take immediate steps to remedy the evil. 
Communicate your wants direct to me. Iteports to bureaus are apt to 


be buried. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 





HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Buell, February 10, 1862. 


Capt. J. B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: Your letters of 20th and 24th* were received on the 4th instant, 
and on the same day seven companies of Colonel Lindsey’s regiment, 
which had been left at Louisa, moved up the river to Piketon, being 
joined at this place by three companies already here. At my request 
Col. J. A. J. Lightburn, of the Fourth Virginia Regiment, stationed at 
Ceredo, sent two companies to Louisa to protect our stores there, allow- 
ing the whole of Colonel Lindsey’s command to move together. I have 
also sent the Fortieth Ohio Infantry and one company of McLaughlin’s 
cavalry forward to Piketon. The l‘orty-second Ohio and the remain- 
ing company of McLaughlin’s cavalry will move forward to-morrow. 

In order to protect my flank in this forward movement I sent Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Letcher, of the First Kentucky Cavalry, with his com- 
mand, on the 31st ultimo, to West Liberty, with instructions to keep up 
a series of scouting expeditions in that vicinity and towards Whites- 
burg and Piketon, and keep me informed of all movements of the enemy 
in that direction, and also to suppress any uprising in Magoffin and 
neighboring counties. 

I communicated with General Rosecrans to ascertain whether any 
part of his command was in position to protect my left flank, and 
whether he had any communication with the Ohio River. In a letter 
bearing date February 4 he informed me that a detachment of his force 
is at Raleigh, Va., and he hopes to advance his lines within the next 
four weeks. 

I have left the Fourteenth Kentucky at this point to guard our stores. 
We have used every available means to bring our supplies up the river, 
and several hundred tons are now here. 

Colonel Marshall, of the Sixteenth Kentucky, reported to me by a 
special messenger on the 29th ultimo. I ordered him immediately to 
put his command in readiness to join me. He has not yet reported him- 
self in readiness to move. 

From scouts sent out by Colonel Lindsey since he reached Piketon 
the report is confirmed that at least one of the Virginia regiments has 


* Not found. 
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gone home. On Monday, the 3d instant, it was at Gladesville, en route 
for Abingdon. Part of the brigade is still in the vicinity of Whitesburg 
and part is supposed to be holding Pound Gap, which is reported to be 
strongly fortified. 

There are no present indications of Marshall’s intention to regain his 
foothold on East Kcniucky. There is a marked change in the feeling 
of the citizens of Sandy Valley in favor of the Government. Deserters 
continue to delivor themselves up in greater numbers than ever; 37 
from one company of Colonel Williams’ regiment have delivered them- 
selves up. 

If we are to advance far beyond Piketon it will be imperatively neces- 
sary that we be furnished with another squad of cavalry, for, as I inti- 
mated in a former report, a part of those under my command are of but - 
little value to the service. 

To obtain possession of the Pound Gap I would again suggest the 
importance of giving me a battery of light howitzers. 

The roads beyond Piketon are more tolerable than those this side, 
and artillery can be made very serviceable in that region. 

Yours, truly, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 





SAINT Louis, February 11, 1862. 
Flag-Officer ANDREW H. Foortr, Cairo: 


I think some of the gunboats should be sent up the Cumberland, 
with the least possible delay, to attack Fort Donelson. Transports will 
be waiting at Paducah to follow them. It is of vital importance that 
Tort Donelson be reduced immediately. | 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General. 


Carro, February 11, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK: 


The gunboats Lexington, Tyler, and Conestoga, under Lieutenant- 
Commander Phelps, agreeably to my orders, have proceeded up the 
Tennessee River, and destroyed or captured all the rebel boats, broke 
up their camps, and made prize of their fine new gunboat. They went 
up as far as the river was navigable. I move up to-morrow in another 
direction. 

A. H. FOOTE, 
Flag- Officer. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TUE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 11, 1862. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM and Flag-Officer Tooter, Cairo: 

Push forward the Cumberland expedition with all possible dispatch. 
In addition to the land forces at Paducah and on their way from Mich- 
igan, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, I shall send one regiment from here 
on Thursday, one on Friday, and one on Saturday. Push ahead boldly 
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and quickly. I will give you plenty of support in afew days Time 
now is everything for us. Don’t delay one instant. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Stlajor- General. 


Fort HENRY (via Carro), February 11, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK : 


Every effort will be put forth to have Clarksville within a few days. 
There are no negroes in this part of the country to work on fortifica- 


tions. 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 11, 1862. 
Flag-Officer ANDREW H. FoorTE, Cairo: 


You have gained great distinction by your capture of Fort Henry. 
Everybody recognizes your services. Make your name famous in his- 
tory by the capture of Fort Donelson and Clarksville. The taking of 
these places is a military necessity. Delays add strength to them more 
than tous. Act quickly, even though only half ready. Troops will soon 
be ready to support you. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


Cairo, February 11, 1°62. 
Major-General HALLECK: 
I am ready with three gunboats to proceed up the Cumberland River, 
and shall leave here for that purpose in two hours—8.30 p. m. 
A. H. FOOTE, 
Elag- Officer. 





CarRo, ILu., February 11, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


One armored gunboat gone from Tennessee to Cumberland and three 
unarmored to follow. Three armored leave here to-night instead of 
Thursday for same destination. All the enemy’s boats on Tennessee 
destroyed, camps broken up, and a fine new rebel gunboat captured. 
General Paine returned. Has secured store-houses at Paducah. 

G. W. CULLUM, 
Brig. Gen. Vols., U. 8S. Army, Chief of Staff. 


Pectin 


CAIRO, February 11, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK: 


Is General Grant strong enough and quite ready for the Cumberland 
and Donelson movement? Position is said to be strong, and we should 
be strong enough to be very certain of success. The news from Lieu- 
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tenant Phelps in Tennessee is cheering. Victory seems to crown all 


our efforts. : 
THOMAS A. SCOTT. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 11, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Lowisville: 


Three or four gunboats will be ready to ascend the Cumberland by 
the last of the week and more can soon follow. Get no advices from 
those up the Tennessee to destroy bridges. Have stopped all trans- 
ports at Paducah to go up the Cumberland. Paducah is perfectly safe. 
Can’t you come with all your available forces and command the column 
up the Cumberland? I shall go to the Tennessee this week. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





GENERAL FIELD eee Hpaqrs. DISTRICT OF CATRO, 
No. 9 Fort Henry, February 11, 1862. 


The following changes and additions are made to present brigade or- 
ganizations: 

The Thirty-second Illinois Volunteers will be added to the Third 
Brigade, First Division; the Fifty-second Indiana will be transferred 
to Third Brigade, Second Division; and Seventh Iowa from the Third 
Brigade, Second Division, to the Fourth Brigade, Second Division. 

The Second Iowa Regiment will be attached to this brigade immedi- 
ately upon arrival. 

By order of Brig. Gen. U. 8. Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 





GENERAL I‘TELD See HpqQrs. DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
No. 11. Fort Henry, February 11, 1862. 


The troops designated in General Field Orders, No. 7, will move to- 
morrow, as rapidly as possible, in the following order : 

One brigade of the First Division will move by the Telegraph road 
directly upon Fort Donelson, halting for further orders at a distance of 
29 miles from the fort. The other brigades of the First Division will 
move by the Dover or Ridge road, and hait at the same distance from 
the fort, and throw out troops so as to form a continuous line between 
the two wings. | 

The two brigades of the Second Division now at Fort Henry will fol- 
low as rapidly as practicable by the Dover road, and will be followed 
by the troops from Fort Heiman as fast as they can be ferried across 
the river. 

One brigade of the Second Division should be thrown into Dover to 
cut off all retreat by the river, if found practicable to do so. 

The force of the enemy being so variously reported, it is impossible 
to give exact details of attack, but the necessary orders will be given 
on the field. 

By order of Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, commanding: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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SPECIAL FIELD cae Hpqrs. DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
No. 6. Fort Henry, Tenn., February 11, 1862. 
* * * * * * * 


2. Brig. Gen. L. Wallace, having been designated to remain behind 
during the expedition against Fort Donelson, will assume command of 
all the forces at Fort Heiman and Fort Henry. He will encamp all 
troops arriving to the best advantage for self-defense. 

* ¥ * * * * * 


By order of Brig. Gen. U.S. Grant: 
JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FEBRUARY 11, 1862. 
General Woop, Lebanon: | : 

Trains will be in readiness to transport your division (Twentieth and 
Twenty-first Brigades) to Bacon Creek, as follows: 10 o’clock a. m., to- 
morrow (the 12th), two regiments, baggage and train; 3 o’clock a. m. 
(the 14th), three regiments, &ec.; 11 o’clock a.m. (the 13th), two regi- 
ments, &c.; total, seven regiments. 

The utmost punctuality and order must be observed. The baggage 
must be on the wagons, ready to be rolled at once on the cars. Under 
no circumstances must the baggage be thrown on loose, and the cars 
must be released as soon as they reach their destination. 

Eneamp your division at Bacon Creek until further orders, and be 
always ready to move at a moment’s notice. 

D. C. BUELT, 


” Brigadier- General. 


ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Washington, February 11, 1862. 
General D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky. : 

Sir: Your telegram to General McClellan of the 10th instant has 
been referred to this office. In answer I have to state that on Lieu- 
tenant Edson’s requisition of November 24, 1861, 10,000 small-arms of 
the kind designated at Army Headquarters (Austrian rifle muskets) 
were <rdered to be sent to you. These were represented to be good 
arms. On receipt of information from Lieutenant Edson that they 
were defective in the cone-seats and required new ones, which he could 
have fixed to them, he was authorized to have the alteration made. 
On a recent requisition for 5,000 revolvers and 5,000 carbines the whole 
of the pistols were ordered, and as manv of the carbines as were on 
hand or could possibly be obtained were ordered to be sent to Louis- 
ville, to be followed by the residue of the 5,000 as soon as possible. 
Although we have out contracts and orders for a large number of car- 
bines, their deliveries are not sufficient to meet the many calls for this 
kind of arm, and all that can possibly be done is to supply them as 
fast as received. Those purchased in Europe to meet immediate de- 
mands (by Mr. Schuyler) have turned out unserviceable. 

All the muskets made at Springfield Armory are ordered to be sent 
here as fast as finished, and requisitions for other places can only be 
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filled by arms not made by the Government, of the best kind and 
quality it is possible to procure by purchase or contract. This Depart- 
ment is desirous of filling all requisitions with the best supplies, and 
has used and is using all the means within its control to do so. Such 
supplies are not always to be had on any terms or by any exertions 
to procure them as rapidly as they are called for. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. W. RIPLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


—— 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 12, 1862. 
THOMAS A. SCOTT, 
Assistant Secretary of War, Cairo: 

Iam re-enforcing General Grant as rapidly as possible. A large 
force is coming down the Ohio. Where can I communicate with you by 
letter to-night or to-morrow ? 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





LOUISVILLE, Ky., February 12, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 

I shall determine on my ultimate movements the moment I have some- 
thing in regard to your position on the Tennessee Itiver. In the mean 
time I am advancing in some force on Bowling Green, and preparing 
the rest of my force for either alternative. It seems to me you cannot 
well direct your re-enforcements up the Cumberland River. Is it certain 
that they can form a junction by that route? They certainly can by the 


other. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 12, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Lowisville, Ky.: 

Gunboats have destroyed everything on the Tennessee to [lorence, 
in Alabama. They could not get past the Muscle Shoals. Expedition 
started up the Cumberland last night, led by three gunboats, under 
Commodore Foote. it is reported that 40,000 rebels are at Dover and 
Clarksville. If so, they have all come from Bowling Green. If you 
conclude to land the column on the Cumberland, come at once, with 
your spare forces. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





LOUISVILLE, Tebruary 12, 186%. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Lows: 

Your dispatches just received. Will move on the line of the Cum- 
berland River or Tennessee River, but it will take ten days at least to 
effect the transfer of my troops. They are moving now as fast as pos- 
sible to the railroad. Why is it necessary to use the Cumberland? 
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Where are the re-enforcements to land, where form a junction, and by 
whom are they commanded? Have you any map of the ground? If 
so, please send it to me. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 12, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Lowisville, Ky.: 

General Grant has invested Fort Donelson on the land side, but he 
cannot transport his siege artillery from Fort Henry. Half of the 
country is under water. Sending the forces around by the Cumber- 
land was a military necessity. ‘Fhere was some risk, but it could not 
be avoided. We must make the attack before the enemy has time to 
strengthen their works and increase the armament. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


NAvy DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, February 12, 1862. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: | 
Siz: I have the honor to subjoin a telegraphic dispatch from Flag- 
Officer Foote, from the tenor of which you will perceive that the matter 
demands immediate attention. 
I am, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
G. V. FOX, 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 


Cairo, ILL., February 11. 


J trust that the 600 sea-faring men will immediately be sent to us. Iam off again 
to-night with other gunboats, and have to transfer the men again, which causes the 
greatest dissatisfaction among them, and 30 have run from one steamer to avoid 
transfer. We sufier for want of men. 

: A. H. FOOTE, 


I lag-Officer. 





CAIRO, ILL., February 12, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 

Like yourself, I am most too busy to write a word. I am now sending 
everything up the Cumberland by General Halleck’s direction. Flag- 
Officer Foote left at 9 last night with three armored gunboats, and must 
now be on the way to Fort Donelson, which, with their aid, I hope to 
hear you have taken in a few days, and the backbone of secession 
broken. I am sending re-enforcements up very fast. Let me know your 


wants. I will write Lieutenant-Colonel McPherson in a short time. 
G. W. CULLUM. 


FEBRUARY, 13—7.15 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville: | 


How many batteries have you fully equipped and ready for the field? 
What number of cavalry, armed, equipped, and mounted? How many 
infantry ? 
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Watch Fort Donelson closely. I am not too certain as to the result 


there. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





NEAR Fort DoNnELSON, February 13, 1862. 
General HALLECK: 

Send all troops to arrive to Fort Henry. They can be transferred 
here, if required, and there is now appearance that that point is in 
danger. One gunboat should be there. | 

U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS, ETC., February [13th or 14th], 1862. 
MARKLAND, Special Mail Agent: 
Send the mail steamers as soon as possible after receiving this. 
Allis well here, but we have a powerful force i frontof us]. John- 


son, Buckner, Floyd, and Pillow are all said to be here. 
U.S. GRANT. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 13, 1862. 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo ; 


General W. T. Sherman is assigned to the command at Paducah. 
One regiment and battery leave here to-day and two more will follow 
immediately. They will touch at Cairo and Paducah. Stop them, if 
you fear an attack and want them. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
| Saint Louis, February 13, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Lowisville: 

The attack will be made on Fort Donelson to-day by the joint land 
and naval forces, or if not to-day certainly to-morrow. Would it not 
be possible to make a cavalry demonstration on Bowling Green? A 
mere feint might help. I have no maps other than the general ones in 
book-stores. Why not come down and take the immediate command 
of the Cumberland column yourself? If so, I will transfer Sherman 
and Grant to the Tennessee column. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


FEBRUARY 18, 1862. 
Colonel BRUCE, | 
Commanding Brigade, Bardstown: 
March for Louisville with all the effective men of your brigade to- 
morrow morning. You must reach here early on Sunday without fail, 
39 R R—VOL VII 


610 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND 8.W. VA. [Cuar. XVII 


Your brigade must have 100 rounds ammunition. If you have not 
got it, make requisition and send an officer ahead to see to it. 
Inform Colonel Lytle of this. Report. 
| JAMES B. FRY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, February 13, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM NELSON, 
Commanding Division: 


GENERAL: The force under your command will consist of the two 
brigades of your division now with you, three field batteries, embark- 
ing here, and a brigade from Green River, under General Crittenden. 
The transports for the latter will start down this evening, and take the 
brigade on board to-morrow. I will instruct him to proceed at once 
to Smithland, if he is ready before you pass, and there await your 
arrival, unless he should receive instructions to push forward. The 
same instructions will be given to the batteries that embark here. 
Ammunition and supplies for ten days are being put on board here. A 
regular quartermaster will accompany them and report to you. Keep 
your transports in company, move with the least possible delay, 
and inquire at Smithland for instructions for your further movements, 
in regard to which I have telegraphed General Halleck. If you meet 
no instructions there, proceed up the Cumberland to the point of 
debarkation of the other troops, near Fort .Donelson, and report. to 
the officer in command. | 

It is unnecessary to suggest to you to keep boats of the same regi- 
ment and brigade together, so that your debarkation may be conducted 
without confusion. 

Another brigade of General Crittenden’s division is already there. 
If circumstances will permit, ask to have it reunited under your com- 
mand. If you pass Smithland before General Crittenden, leave instruc- 
tions there for him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Department. 


BELL’s TAVERY, Ky., February 13, 1862—3.20 p. m. 
General BUELL: 


The Third Division, in compliance with your orders, commenced its 
march this morning, and at 7 a. m. the advance guard, consisting of 
Colonel Turchin’s brigade, Kennett’s cavalry, and Loomis’ battery, had 
passed the bridge at Rowlett’s Station. The cavalry are already in 
advance of this place, and the head of the column of infantry and 
artillery is just in sight. We camp in this vicinity to-night, and 
resume the march in.the early morning. | 

"The enemy burned the station and platform last night, and all agree 
that Hindman and all other troops have passed Barren River, and many 
assert that Bowling Green has been evacuated. The tunnel has not 
been injured; the mouths north and south are blocked with heavy 
stones and the rails are torn up. The repairs can be easily made witha 
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proper force in a single week, and I think and hope it will be commenced 
immediately. We can neither repair the railroad nor the telegraph line 
until we shall make a halt of some days. The Engineers and Mechan- 
ics have been of the greatest service in clearing fallen timbers from 
the road. It is now in good condition, and we have met with almost 
no delay. J send back in the morning supply trains to Green River. 
Our troops commence their march with songs and shouts, and while I 
am writing I hear the band of the advance column. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. M. MITCHEL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


FEBRUARY 13, 1862—11 p. m. 


General O. M. MITCHEL, 
On the march: 


I have just received your dispatch, and am gratified, but not sur- 
prised, at the spirit with which your troops advance. Be watchful, 
and be sure of what is ahead and on your flanks. Make good use of 
your cavalry. The railroad company will commence repairs to-morrow. 
It may not be advisable to continue them farther than to the tunnel, 
until it is certain that they might not be as useful against you as for 
you in some turn of events, which you would have to guard against. 

The work on the telegraph will also be commenced to-morrow. The 
workmen will require protection. Wood will have his division at Mun- 
fordville to-morrow. My instructions mentioned Dripping Springs as 
the point to which you might advance for the purpose of discovering 
the movements of the enemy, but that is by no means obligatory on 
you, if you see cause to stop short of that. It is not intended nor is it 
advisable that you should be greatly exposed in the present stage of 
the plan of operations which I have in view. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


enema 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., February 14, 1862. 


Major-General MCCLELLAN, 7 
Washington, D. C.: 


Twenty-two light batteries in the field; five light batteries in prepa- 
ration for the field; two seige batteries, eight pieces, in preparation for 
the field. Two companies of regular cavalry, aggregate 88, arrived 
from Leavenworth yesterday, armed, equipped, and mounted. No 
other cavalry in the department completely armed, equipped, and 
mounted. Carbines received yesterday for one regiment; nine other 
rcgiments are mounted and partially armed; three of them under toler- 
able discipline, the other six raw and uninstructed. Pistols and car- 
bines are wanted for nearly all. Forty-three thousand three hundred 
infantry fit for the field and for duty. Seventy-one thousand infantry 
for duty armed, but raw and uninstructed, though actually in the field. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Major-General. 
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SAINT Louis, February 14, 1862—5 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 


We have at Cairo and moving south twelve batteries and about 
sixty guns. Some are without horses, and can be used only in field 
works at present. Send me all you can. Can’t you spare some troops 
from the Potomac? {am not strong enough if the enemy concentrates 
on me. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, February 14, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, - 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky. : 

Please inform me as soon as possible what re-enforcements have been 
sent from your command in Kentucky to the expeditions up the Cum- 
berland and Tennessee; also what have been sent by you from other 
States. Ten thousand muskets have been ordered to Columbus, Ohio. 

? GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 


LOUISVILLE, February 14, 1862—6 p. m. 
(Received 4 a. m. February 15.) 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: 


I have sent one brigade from Kentucky and eight regiments from 
Ohio and Indiana. I have made preparation and start myself on Mon- 
day with two divisions, but intelligence from them or from my advance 
towards Bowling Green in the mean time may affect that matter. 

General Grant cannot any longer be in danger. TI'rom what I have 
heard within three days, he must have some 30,000 men. The only 
apprehension I have now is for his gunboats. My advance will be 
within 15 miles or less of Bowling Green to-night, which was as far as 
I meant it should go, exeept for reconnaissance, until matters were 
closed up a little in the rear; but General Mitchel has information 
which may carry him farther and affect my movements. 
_ General Halleck telegraphs me that General Grant would attack 

yesterday or to-day. There is not more than 10 feet in the Cumberland 
River now. It will take two months or more to prepare the gunboat; 
by that time I hope the navigation of these rivers or the Ohio River 
will no longer require that sort of protection; but it is best to be pre- 
pared. I believe such boats will be more efficient every way. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Lrigadier- General. 


Fort HENRY, February 14 [12], 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK: 


We start this morning for Fort Donelson in heavy force. Four regi- _ 
ments from Buell’s command and two from Saint Louis arrived last 
night and were sent around by water. I hope to send you a dispatch 
from Fort Donelson to-morrow. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General. 
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NEAR Fort DONELSON, TENN., February 14, 1862. 


General H. W. HALLECK, 
Comdg. Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


GENERAL: Five gunboats and twelve transports arrived this morn- 
ing and will materially strengthen us. The enemy have been receiving 
heavy re-enforcements every night since the investment commenced. 
They are now all driven inside their outer works, which, however, 
cover an extensive area. It was impossible, in consequence of the high 
water and deep sloughs, to throw a force in above Dover to cut off their 
re-enforcements. Any force sent for such a purpose would be entirely 
away from support from the main bedy. 

Last night was very severe upon the troops. At dusk it commenced 
raining, and in a short time turned cold and changed to snow and sleet. 
This morning the thermometer indicated 20° below freezing. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 





Nzar Fort Done son, February 14, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK: 


Floyd arrived at Donelson to-day with 4,000 men. Generals John- 

son, Buckner, Floyd, and Pillow are said to be there. I have but one 

gunboat to-day. We have had considerable skirmishing, losing some 

10 or 12 killed and about 120 wounded. Rebel loss probably much 

heavier. Iam hourly looking for more gunboats and re-enforcements. 
U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General. 





NEAR DONELSON, February 14, 1862. _ 
Major-General HALLECK: 

Our troops now invest the works at Fort Donelson. The enemy 
have been driven into their works at every point. A heavy abatis all 
around prevents carrying the works by storm at present. I feel every 
confidence of success and the best feeling prevails among the men. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
In Field, near Fort Donelson, February 14, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CuLLuM, Cairo, Lil: 

I hope you will direct Captain Turnley to forward the transportation 
belonging to the troops here as rapidly as possible. It is now almost 
impossible to get supplies from the landing to where our troops are. 
We will soon want ammunition for our 10 and 20 pounder Parrott 
euns, and already require it for the 24-pounder howitzers. I have 
directed my ordnance officer to keep a constant watch upon the supply 
of ammunition, and to take steps in time to avoid a deficiency. 

Appearances indicate now that we will have a protracted siege here. 
The ground is very broken, and the fallen timber extending far out 
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from the breastworks, I fear the result of an attempt to carry the 
place by storm with raw troops. I feel great confidence, however, of 
ultimately reducing the place. 

As yet I have had no batteries thrown up, hoping with the aid of 
the gunboats to obviate the necessity. The present high water has 
prevented my extending the right to the river. 

Colonel Webster is now making a reconnaissance with a view of 
sending a force above the town of Dover to occupy the river bank. 

Please inform General Halleck of the substance of this. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 14, 1862. 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo: 


Sherman is assigned to command of District of Cairo and Grant to 
command of District of West Tennessee.* Arm the Forty-eighth Jn- 
diana and let them take the field, reprimanding Lieutenant-Colonel 
Henry, of the mortar boats. Stop all improper telegrams. Get rid of 
lame ducks the best way you can. A fine battery leaves here this 
afternoon. Six hundred sailors are on their way from New York by 
railroad. Keep Lieutenant Lyford. : 
H. W. HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, February 14, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Commanding Department of Missouri: 


GENERAL: I have just received your gratifying dispatch that our 
forces occupy Springfield, and am in hourly expectation of having sim- 
ilar news in regard to Fort Donelson. Your proposition in regard to 
the formation of a Western Division has one fatal obstacle, viz, that 
the proposed commander of the new Department of Missouri ranks you. 
I would be glad to hear from you in detail as to the troops from your 
department now in the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers. 

Do you learn anything as to Beauregard’s whereabouts and what 
troops (if any) he took with him ? 

What disposition do you intend to make of Hitchcock? If you do 
not go in person to the Tennessee and Cumberland, I shall probably 
write Buell to take the line of the Tennessee, so far as Nashville is 
concerned. If his advance on Bowling Green must be done, it may well 
be necessary to throw a large portion of the troops up the Tennessee, 
in which case he is entitled to their command. 

Burnside has been very successful. All seems to go well. 


Very truly, yours, 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding U. S. Army. 


* By General Orders, No. 37, of same date. See Series I, Vol. VIII, p. 555. 
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FEBRUARY 14, 1862. 
General McCook, on the march: 


Halt where you are. Mitchel’s report from the front indicates that 
we may be saved our trouble. He says Hindman has destroyed the 
railroad bridge and told some one the turnpike bridge was to be de- 
stroyed last night. Be ready to move in either direction, and ascertain 
where your transports are. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Forward to General McCook by special messenger in all haste. 





OPPOSITE BOWLING GREEN, February 14, 1862—12 m. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL: 

Learning by our scouts this morning that there was a chance to save 
the turnpike bridge, we have moved forward the advance guards at 
forced marches. We are a little late to save the bridge; it was burned 
this morning about daylight. We are now shelling the enemy at the 
depot, where the locomotives, with steam on, are distinctly visible with 
our glasses. We hope to prevent the enemy from removing their sup- 
plies, which are said to be very abundant. Our engineers and mechan- 
ics will soon enable us to cross the river, which we will do promptly so 
soon as the enemy are driven out. We will then commence work on 
the railroad and telegraph line. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. M. MITCHELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


LEBANON, February 14, 1862. 


Capt. J. B. FRy, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Want of trains is delaying the movement in a most unlooked-for, un- 
controllable manner. Regiments have been waiting at the depot for 
nearly twenty-four hours. Must delay occur by such detention for the 
want of arrangements in the meeting of trains en route? One train 
with troops of my division was detained two hours at the Junction. 
Four regiments have gone and the fifth is embarking and will get off, 
I trust, in a short time. Railway agent says it will be impossible to 
have transportation ready for remaining two regiments before to-morrow 
morning. Movement will be conducted as rapidly as transportation is 


ready. 
TH. J. WOOD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





LOUISVILLE, Ky., February 14 [?], 1862. 
General LORENZO THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General, Washington: 
The following is the force in the whole of the late Department of the 
Ohio, as nearly as can be ascertained at present: 
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Ninety-two regiments infantry, 60,882 for duty; 79,334 aggregate, 
present and absent. 

Eleven regiments, one battalion, and seven detached companies cav- 
alry, 9,222 for duty; 11,496 aggregate, present and absent. 

Twenty-eight field and two siege batteries, 3,368 for duty ; 3,953 ag- 
eregate, present and absent. 

The above figures include battalions of the Fifteenth, Sixteenth, 
Eighteenth, and Nineteenth Regular Infantry, and two companies of 
Regular Cavalry. Willreport more particularly by letter. 

The data are found in great detail in last departmental return, except 
that eight regiments were detached for operations against Fort Donel- 
son, and have not been returned. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





LOUISVILLE, February 15, 1862—12.15 a. m. [?]. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: 
Mitchel’s division, by a forced march, reached the river at Bowling 
Green to-day, and is making a bridge to cross. The enemy burned the 
bridge at 1 o’clock in the morning and were evacuating the place when 


he arrived. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Saint Louis, February 15, 1862. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: 
Everything looks well. Grant says we can keep them in till mortar 
boats arrive. Commodore Foote will immediately return from Cairo 
with two more gunboats., Troops are moving very rapidly to Fort Don- 


elson. 
H. W. HALLECK. 





Saint Louis, February 15, 1862—11 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: | 


I have no definite plan beyond the taking of Fort Donelson and 
Clarksville. Subsequent movements must depend upon those of the 
enemy. He is undoubtedly evacuating Bowling Green, but whether 
to fall back on Nashville or to concentrate on me is uncertain. I have 
only about 30,000 men in the field, but am pushing forward re-enforce- 
ments as rapidly as possible. The siege and bombardment of Fort 
Donelson are progressing satisfactorily. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





Saint Louis, February 15, 1862—3 p. m. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: 

Garrison of Fort Donelson is 30,000. Enemy has completely evacu- 
ated Bowling Green, and is concentrating on the Cumberland. I must 
have more troops. It is a military necessity. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 
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WASHINGTON, February 15, 1862—S8 p. m. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 


Have telegraphed to Buell to help you by advancing beyond Bowl- 
ing Green on Nashville; or, if that be too slow, via Cumberland. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 





Saint Louis, February 15, 1862—8 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. GroreGr B. MCCLELLAN: 

General Buell telegraphs that he purposes to move from Bowling 
Green on Nashville. This is bad strategy. Moreover, the roads ave 
very muddy and all the bridges destroyed. His forces should come 
and help me to take Fort Donelson and Clarksville and move on 
Florence, Ala., cutting the railroad at Decatur. Nashvil'e would then 
be abandoned, precisely as Bowling Green has been, without a blow. 
With troops in mass on the right points the enemy must retire, and 
Tennessee will be freed, as Kentucky has been; but I have not forces 
enough to make this new strategic move and at the same time observe 
Columbus. Give me the forces required, and I will insure complete 
suecess. Price is still in retreat, with General Curtis in pursuit. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


FEBRUARY 15—10 p. m. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Lows : 


Buell will move in force on Nashville as rapidly as circumstances 
will permit. If Grant’s position renders it absolutely necessary Buell 
will re-enforce him with three brigades and three batteries to-morrow, 
but I think them better employed in the direct advance upon Nashville. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 


Major-General, Commanding. 





WASHINGTON, February 15—11 p. m. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 


Yours of 8 p. m. received. Your idea is in some respects good. But 
if Buell can rapidly advance on Nashville he will take it and cut off 
the enemy who are near Fort Donelson, if they do not retreat immedi- 
ately. His advance in force beyond Bowling Green will at once re- 
lieve Grant. His orders are to re-enforce Grant if he cannot reach 
Nashville in time. The immediate possession of Nashville is very im- 
portant. It can best be gained by the movement I have directed. 
The possession of Decatur will not necessarily cause the rebels to 
evacuate Nashville; you must also threaten to occupy Stevenson to 
accomplish that. I do not see that Buell’s movement is bad strategy, 
for it will relieve the pressure upon Grant and lead to results of the 
first importance. If the destruction of the railroad is so extensive as 
to make the operation impracticable or very difficult and slow, I have 
provided for the alternative in my instructions to Buell. Enable Grant 
to hold his own, and IJ will see that Buell relieves him. The Decatur 
movement and one on Memphis are the next steps in my programme. 
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I am arranging to talk with Buell and yourself over the wires to-mor- 
row morning, and would be glad to have you at the telegraph office 
when all is ready. Buell will also be in Louisville office, and we can 


come to a full understanding. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





CAMP NEAR ForT DONELSON, February 15, 1862. 


ANDREW H. Footer, 
Commanding Officer Gunboat Flotilla: 


If all the gunboats that can will immediately make their appearance 
to the enemy it may secure us a victory. Otherwise all may be de- 
feated. <A terrible conflict ensued in my absence, which has demoral- 
ized a portion of my command, and I think the enemy is much more so. 
If the gunboats do not show themselves, it will reassure the enemy 
and still further demoralize our troops. I must order a charge to save 
appearances. Ido not expect the gunboats to go into action, but to 
make appearance and throw a few shells at long range. 

3 U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





PADUCAH, February 15, 1862. 
General HALLECK: 

Arrived at Paducah. All quiet. Nothing on the road from Bland- 
ville or Mayfield. Nothing new from the Cumberland or Tennessee. 
I don’t think the mortar boats can be brought upstream; the current 
is too strong. Left Lyford last night hard at work, but making no 
progress. I think General Tilghman and prisoners had better be sent 
to Cairo and there offered terms. If officers elect to go on parol to 


Cincinnati, they could go by rail. 
W. T. SHERMAN, 


Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 15, 1862. 
Brigadier-General SHERMAN, Paducah, Ky.: 

Send up regiment from Smithland, leaving a guard for stores, &c. 
Use your diseretion about one from Paducah. One regiment and two 
batteries leave here to-morrow. If troops can reach Grant sooner, turn 
them all up the Tennessee. Consult him on this immediately. I am 
hurrying off re-enforcements with all possible dispatch. Telegrams 
about movements should be in cipher. 

H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
Camp near Fort Donelson, February 15, 1862. 
General LEw. WALLACE, 
Commanding Fort Henry, Tenn.: 
Send a company of cavalry on one of the transports up the Tennes- 
see River to destroy railroad bridges, the position of which will be in- 
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dicated by Captain Gwin, commander of gunboat Tyler. Charge the 
officer of the company sent that the district of country into which they 
are going is strongly Union, and they should be on their good behavior, 
and disprove the lying reports made against our forces by the seces- 
sionists. : 

I hope to hear a good report from this expedition, not only of the 
favorable impression made, but work done. 

U.S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





CAIRO, ILL., February 15, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. GRANT, Cairo, III. : 


General Halleck telegraphs me that you are assigned to the new 
Militaiy District of West Tennessee, and General W.T. Sherman to 
relieve you of the charge of this. Another quartermaster will be sent 
to you in a few days to relieve Captain Baxter. 

Capt. W. W. Leland, assistant commissary of subsistence, was or- 
dered by me on the 13th instant to report to you for duty in the field 
without a moment’s delay. Go on as you have commenced in your 
glorious work. I expect tolearn to-morrow that Fort Donelson is ours 
and the center of the enemy’s line is broken and their right and left 
isolated and in retreat, leaving no hostile foot on the soil of Kentucky. 
You are in the great strategic line. The telegraphic line is completed 
and in working order to Smithland, and is being rapidly pushed on to 
your headquarters. 

Tell Lieutenant-Colonel McPherson that his engineers should strength- 
en the land defenses at Fort Henry and remove his heavy guns there. 
I have sent two 32-pounders from Fort Holt. 

G. W. CULLUM, 


Brigadier-General, and Chief of Staff. 





CAIRO, ILL., February 15, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding District of West Tennessee : 


Glad to have your encouraging letter of yesterday, which I will for- 
ward to General Halleck. Don’t be rash; for, having the place com- 
pletely invested, you can afford to have a little patience. I have or- 
dered all the transportation Ican lay my handsupon. The ammunition 
you want is not here nor scarce any ordnance stores of any kind. I 
have sent an urgent telegram to General Halleck. You must not keep 
the steamers I send up to you, or I’ll be deprived of all means of sup- 
plying you with troops, ammunition, forage, food, &c. Every boat I 
have taken and am crowding everything, but there are no steamers 


now disposable. 
G. W. CULLUM, 
Brigadier-General, Chief Staff. 





LOUISVILLE, February 15, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN: 
I advised you that I was preparing to go to the Cumberland or Ten- 
nessee as a main line of operations, and I should have embarked to- 
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morrow with two divisions. The evacuation of Bowling Green leaving 
the way open to Nashville makes it proper to resume my original plan. 
I shall advance on Nashville with all the speed Ican. ‘Three brigades, 
however, and three batteries, under General Nelson, will embark for 
the Cumberland to-morrow. I shall recall him if I find Grant is not in 
danger. General Thomas passes through Lebanon for the advance to- 
day, and Wood’s, a raw division, reaches Green River to-day. Both of 
these are moving from the Somerset line. McCook will be at Bowling 
Green day after to-morrow, unless inability to supply him until the 
railroad is repaired compels him to stop. Carter is at London yet, get- 
ting ready to advance. Garfield, by my direction, is resuming his pur- 
suit of Marshall to Whitesburg. Will write to-night. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 





WASHINGTON, February 15, 1862—8 p. m. . 
Brigadier-General, BUELL, Lowisville : 


 _ Halleck telegraphs 30,000 rebels in Fort Donelson, and that they are 

concentrating on the Cumberland; does not say where. He asks for 
more troops. Can you push on Nashville or Clarksville by way of 
Bowling Green in time to help him? If not, how soon can you re-en- 
force Grant? The advance on Nashville appears most decisive. An- 
swer. Communicate with Halleck. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


FEBRUARY 15—10 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Lowisville: 

Yours of to-day received. The movement on Nashville is exactly 
right. If Grant’s safety renders it absolutely necessary, of course re- 
enforce him as you prepose. But the great object is the occupation of 
Nashville. If that is gained, or even when your advance from Bowl- 
ing Green is well marked, they will abandon Donelson, if the way is 
open for it. Do you need more rolling stock on the railroad and how 


much ? 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 





LOUISVILLE, February 15, 1862—12 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 


It will take a week to repair the road to Bowling Green. No for- 
midable advance can be made until that is done; but I expect my 
demonstration at an advance to weaken their hold on Clarksville and 
Donelson unless they can drive Halleck out absolutely, and if they 
ean do it at all they can do it without any great delay. I cannot get 
as definite information from him as I would ike. He must have at 
least 30,000 men. The division I am sending, which will be there 
Wednesday, will add 10,000. Is it possible that will not be sufficient? 
If not, what will be? We need rolliug stock greatly. I will ascertain 
how much. I will try to use Green River for getting present supplies. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 
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LOUISVILLE, February 15, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: | 


Our advance reached the river in front of Bowling Green yesterday. 
The enemy burned the turnpike bridge at 1 o’clock yesterday morning 
and evacuated the place. Our troops are building a bridge to cross. I 
had made arrangements to operate up the Cumberland, and would 
have had two divisions at the river to embark to-morrow and Monday, 
but this evacuation of Bowling Green makes it proper to resume my 
original line on Nashville. The only question now is as to General 
Grant’s safety. Ifhe can hold his position a few days the main force 
of the enemy must fall back from there to protect Nashville. Can he 
do that? What sort of a position has he and what force? What offi- 
cers are with him? Are there gunboats on both rivers to protect him? 
Please answer immediately. It will be several days before I can ad- 
vance in force beyond Bowling Green, but I shall order a brigade for- 
ward aS SOON aS We Can CYLoOss. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


SAINT Louis, February 15, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Lowisville, Ky. : 


The forces from Bowling Green are concentrating at Clarksville. 
The garrison of Fort Donelson is estimated at 30,000. Unless I can 
have more assistance the attack may fail. The place is completely in- 
vested and tour sorties have been repulsed. If possible send me more 
aid. No more troops can be sent from Cairo without danger from Co- 
lumbus. The gunboats are all at Fort Donelson, but we find great 
difficulty in getting up the mortar boats against the current. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





LOUISVILLE, February 15, 1862. 


Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 


One division (twelve regiments and three batteries), under General 
Nelson, embark for the Cumberland to-morrow. I should have em- 
barked myself at the same time with two divisions, to make the Cum- 
berland a line of operations, but the evacuation of Bowling Green by 
the enemy and our own occupation of it yesterday make it proper to 
direct my whole force through that point. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





a Saint Louis, February 15, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville : 


Your telegram about division relieves me greatly. To move from 
Bowling Green on Nashville is not good strategy. Come and help me 
take and hold Fort Donelson and Clarksville and move to Florence, 
cutting the railroad at Decatur, and Nashville must be abandoned pre- 
cisely as Bowling Green has been. All we want is troops in mass. 
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Come on the right points, and the enemy is defeated witl. scarcely a 
blow; but I have not forces enough to make this new strategic move 
and at the same time observe Columbus. Come and help me, and all 
will be right. We can clear Tennessee as we have cleared Kentucky. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





FEBRUARY 15, 1862—5.30 p. m. 
General HALLECK, Saint Louis : 7 


Dispatch received. Steamers leave here this evening to take a 
brigade on board at Green River, under command of General Critten- 
den. To-morrow two brigades and three field batteries will embark 25 
miles below here, the whole under the command of General Nelson. 
Have them instructed at Smithland which river to ascend and where to 


land. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


res 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
February 15, 1862, 
Brig. Gen. D. ©. BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio : 

GENERAL: The General-in-Chief directs me to inform you that with- 
in the past three weeks 5,517 revolvers have been sent to you, together 
with about 2,000 carbines. Yesterday 10,000 Austrian rifles were sent 
to the Governor of Ohio. To-day 4,000 single-barreled pistols, 5,000 
sabers, 16,000 Prussian muskets, and 9,000 Springfield muskets (as fast 
as they are manufactured) have been ordered to be sent to you. More 
goods arms of all kinds will be sent as fast as they are manufactured. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. V. COLBURN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, February 15, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. T. L. CRITTENDEN, 
Commanding Division : 

GENERAL: My telegraphic instructions will have advised you that 
you are to embark the effective force of the brigade (four regiments of 
infantry) now with you for service near Fort Donelson, under the com- 
mand of General Nelson. Do so as rapidly as possible, and then pro- 
ceed to Smithland and await the arrival of General N elson, if he should 
not have preceded you, unless you receive other orders from General 
Halleck or the officer in command near Fort Donelson. 

General Nelson will ask to have the two brigades of your division 
reunited, if the circumstances will permit, on your arrival. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier- General, Commanding Department. 


Cuar. XVII] CORRESPONDENCE, . ETC.—UNION. 623 


FEBRUARY 15, 1862—3 p. m. 
General McCoox, Munfordville : 

Try to be at Bowling Green day after to-morrow, leaving whatever 
assistance may be required for the railroad and telegraph people. Take 
the whole of your supply train and keep it going. If you cannot keep 
up your supplies you may stop at the Dripping Springs; leave your 
batteries at the break in the road, where they can be easier foraged 
until it is repaired. ‘Che three batteries of Nelson’s division leave 
with Wood’s division at Munfordville. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier- General. 


FEBRUARY 15, 1862. 
General NELSON, Elizabethtown : 

Move rapidly to the mouth of Salt River, so as to embark for the 
Cumberland to-morrow. Take no wagons except your baggage train. 
Send all others to Munfordville. Your ammunition train will be made 
up and put on board here, as well as three batteries. If any batteries 
or other troops are on the road order them back to Munfordville, and 
report by telegraph what they are, and as well as in regard to your 


movements. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


FEBRUARY 15, 1862. 
General THomAs, Lebanon: 

The railroad cannot transport you as rapidly as is necessary ; there- 
fore march your whole division, via Bardstown and New Haven, to 
Green River, so as to get across to the line of the railroad at Munford- 
ville, then forward to Bowling Green. Move as light as possible, 
replenishing your supplies at Bardstown and New Haven. ‘Take all 
the quartermaster’s train you can with you. Start to-day, and move 
rapidly. Send forward your quartermaster to procure forage on the 


road. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Hpqrs. FIRST DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Lebanon, Ky., February 15, 1862. 


Brigadier-General BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky. : 

GENERAL: Colonel Landram reports to me that all the public prop- 
erty at Mill Springs, except some tobacco, clothing, and wagons, has 
been removed. { have directed him to send the clothing and tobacco 
to Somerset and store them subject to your order. I made an arrange- 
ment with Mr. A. R. West to collect the wagons and hold them subject 
to your order. | 

Colonel Landram asks authority to sell them to the citizens of the 
adjoining counties, and I have directed him to write you on the sub- 
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ject. The wagons are of but little use to us and might probably be 
sold to advantage there. He wishes orders also as to his remaining at 
Mill Springs with his regiment. He reports that it will be impossible 
to subsist his regiment there, owing to the condition of the roads and 
want of transportation, and asks permission to return to Somerset as 
soon as all the property is removed. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, February 16, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Lowts, Mo. : 


You have Fort Donelson safe, unless Grant shall be overwhelmed 
from outside; to prevent which latter will, I think, require all the vigi- 
lance, energy, and skill of yourself and Buell, acting in full co-operation. 
Columbus will not get at Grant, but the force from Bowling Green will. 
They hold the railroad from Bowling Green to within a few miles of 
Fort Donelson, with the bridge at Clarksville undisturbed. It is unsafe 
to rely that they will not dare to expose Nashville to Buell. A small 
part of their force can retire slowly towards Nashville, breaking up the 
railroad as they go, and keep Buell out of that city twenty days. Mean- 
time Nashville will be abundantly defended by forces from all South 
and perhaps from here at Manassas. Could not a cavalry force from 
General Thomas on the Upper Cumberland dash across, almost wnre- 
sisted, and cut the railroad at or near Knoxville, Tenn.? In the midst 
of a bombardment at Fort Donelson, why could not a gunboat run up 
and destroy the bridge at Clarksville? Our success or failure at Fort 
Donelson is vastly important, and I beg you to put your soul in the 
effort. I send a copy of this to Buell. 

A. LINCOLN. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 16, 1862. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN, Washington : 

I am perfectly confident that if Buell moves from Bowling Green on 
Nashville we shall regret it. Think of it before you approve. I am 
certain that if you were here you would agree with me. If I had any 
doubts I would notinsist. Fort Donelson and Clarksville are the key- 
points. Since the evacuation of Bowling Green the importance of 


Nashville has ceased. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





Saint Louis, Mo., February 16, 1862. 
General MCCLELLAN: ; 

Hard fighting at Fort Donelson on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. 
At 5 p.m. yesterday we carried the upper fort, where the Union flag 
was flying last night. Telegraph line will reach Fort Henry on Tues- 
day. Iam still decidedly of the opinion that Buell should not advance 
on Nashville, but come to the Cumberland with his available forces. 
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United to Grant we can take and hold Fort, Donelson and Clarksville, 
and by another central movement cut off both Columbus and Nashville. 
Until Columbus is cut off we must retain large forces at Cairo, Bird’s 
Point, Paducah, and Fort Henry. This is too great a loss of force on 
our side. 

Commander Foote cannot return for some days. Four gunboats 
badly disabled. We have been obliged to break up two artillery com- 
panies for the gunboats and mortar boats, Have had no communication 
from Grant for three days, and cannot give the number of troops that 
have joined him. It is almost impossible to get the mortar boats up 
the river; they move very slowly. Can’t expect much more aid from 
the Navy for several days. The mass of the force from Bowling Green 
are at Fort Donelson and threatening us from Clarksville. 

I am also guarding Danville to prevent re-enforcements from Colum- 
bus. Have constructed a battery above Fort Donelson on the river to 
cut off communication with Clarksville and Nashville. 

Unless we can take Iort Donelson very soon we shall have the whole 
force of the enemy on us. [Fort Donelson is the turning point of the 
war, and we must take it at whatever sacrifice. Our men are in excel- 


lent spirits and fight bravely. 
H. W. HALLECK. 





WASHINGTON, February 16, 1862. 
General HALLECK: 

Your dispatch received. Nottoolong. Iappreciate your difficulties. 
Have heard that upper battery at Donelson is taken by our forces. 
Should Donelson fall, you will move on Nashville by either route which 
may at the time be quickest. A part of the column moving from Bow- 
ling Green towards Nashville might relieve Donelson, but the direct 
move on Nashville is the most important. 
McCLELLAN. 


FortT DONELSON (via SMITHLAND), February 16, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK: 

We have taken Fort Donelson and from 12,000 to 15,000 prisoners, 
including Generals Buckner and Bushrod [R.] Johnson; also about 
20,000 stand of arms, 48 pieces of artillery, 17 heavy guns, from 2,000 
to 4,000 horses, and large quantities of commissary stores. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





GENERAL FIELD ORDERS, Hpa@rs. DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
No. 13. Fort Donelson, February 16, 1862. 
The Second Division will occupy the right of the works, including 
Fort Donelson, and will be located to the best advantage for defense 
and comfort. General Smith, commanding the division, will designate . 
the place for each brigade. 
The First Division will occupy grounds at the south end of the works, 
and will be located by Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand, commanding. 
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All public property will be collected and turned over to Capt. A. S. 
Baxter, assistant quartermaster. 

Pillaging and appropriating public property to private purposes is 
positively prohibited. Officers are particularly enjoined to see to the 
entorcement of this order. 

By order of Brig. Gen. U.S. Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS, HipQRs. DISTRICT OF CAIRO, 
No. 10. Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 16, 1862. 


1. In order to secure the glorious victory acquired by our arms and to 
perpetuate it, the general commanding deems it highly important that 
the utmost vigilance should be observed to guard all points captured. 
It is ordered, therefore, that General L. Wallace return to Fort Henry, 
Tenn., with two brigades of his command and Willard’s and Bulliss’ 
batteries. Curtis’ Horse is attached to the command of General Wal- 
lace. 

2. Generals McClernand and Smith will each detail from their respect- 
ive commands 100 men as extra-duty men, to report at once to Capt. 
A. 8S. Baxter, assistant quartermaster, for the purpose of collecting and 
preserving the public property captured at Fort Donelson. 

3. All prisoners taken at the surrender of Fort Donelson will be col- 
lected as rapidly as practicable near the village of Dover, under their 
respective company and regimental commanders, or in such manner as 
may be deemed best by Brig. Gen. 8. B. Buckner, and will receive two 
days’ rations, preparatory to embarking for Cairo. Prisoners are to be 
allowed their clothing, blankets, and such private property as may be 
carried about their person, and commissioned officers will be allowed 
their side-arms. 

By order of Brig. Gen. U.S. Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAG, 
Washington, | February 16 (?), 1862]. 
BUELL: 

If I can send you motive power and cars to Bowling Green by way of 
Green River, can you not at once advance on Nashville in force without 
waiting for repairs of road? Time is now everything. If Nashville is 
oper the men could carry their small rations and bread, driving meat 
on the hoof. Leave tents and all baggage. If you can occupy Nash- 
ville at once it will end the war in Tennessee. 

McCLELLAN. 





FEBRUARY 16, 1862—11 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky.: 


Give me in detail your situation and that of the enemy. Whither 
did he go from Bowling Green? | 


I wish the position of things in full. 
GHKO. B. McCLELLAN, 


Major-General. 
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FEBRUARY 16, 1862. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: 

My dispatch of yesterday gives in detail the position of my troops.* 
You will observe that they are converging on Bowling Green, prepara- 
tory to an advance on Nashville. I hope to facilitate our progress 
materially by throwing boats above the broken lock while the river is 
up, which by transshipment will enable us to get many of our supplies 
that way, and give us that as well as the railroad. 

Boats will start up to-day. The last of the enemy’s forces are sup- 
posed to have gone to Nashville trom Bowling Green. I had no report 
from Mitchel last night. Will soon have the wires up to him. 

| D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


FEBRUARY 16, 1862. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: 


I have no definite information in regard to Grant’s position—Halleck 
only states that he has completely invested the fort—nor do I know 
his force. My estimate is that he has at least 30,000. The division I 
am starting to-day and to-morrow will add 10,000 and three field bat- 
teries. I have repeatedly inquired of Halleck for the very information 
you ask for, but with little or no success. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


a 


Camp Woop, Munfordville, February 16, 1862. 
General D. C. BUELL: 

A dispatch just in from General Mitchel, dated Bowling Green, Feb- 
ruary 16, 4.30 a. m. He has now five infantry and one cavalry regi- 
ments in Bowling Green. Heasks méto forward forage and subsistence. 
He also recommends a strong and immediat¢ demonstration upon Nash- 
ville. I send this at Mitchel’s request. Can you not have one of the 
passenger trains taken off the railroad and send the locomotive here to 
work. We cannot get any of the engineers of the road to do anything 
here, and have great reason to doubt the loyalty of some. I will work 
a regiment per day on the railroad and push matters with all possible 
haste. The railroad is all right below Bell’s. 

McCOOK. 





SAINT Louis, February 17, 1862—10 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 


It is said that Beauregard is preparing to move from Columbus either 
on Paducah or Fort Henry. Do send me more troops. It is the crisis 
of the war in the West. Have you fully considered the advantage 
which the Cumberland River affords to the enemy at Nashville? An 
immense number of boats have been collected, and the whole Bowling 
Green force can come down in a day, attack Grant in the rear, and 


i nn ee 


* See p. 619. 
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return to Nashville before Buell can get half way there. The bridges 
are all destroyed and the roads rendered impassable. If Buell must 
move by land, why not direct him on Clarksville? I can do no more 
for Grant at present. I must stop the transports at Cairo to observe 
Beauregard. We are certainly in peril. Telegraph to General Hitch- 
cock, officially informing him of his appointment, and assign him to duty 


in this department. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





WASHINGTON, February 17—10.30 a. m. 


Hon. THOMAS A. Scort, 

Assistant Secretary ‘of War, Saint Louis: ; 
Please consult Buell about removing engines and cars from Kentucky 
Central to the Nashville Railway. He has my plans. Better at once 

have cars and engines altered for five-foot gauge. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 





WASHINGTON, February 17, 1862—10.30 a. m. 
Major-General HALLECK: 
Please give me your reasons more fully for objecting to Buell’s plan. 


Give facts on which your opinion is based. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 





Saint Louis, February 17, 1862—1 p. m. 
Major-General McCLELLAN: 


Make Buell, Grant, and Pope major-generals of volunteers, and give 
me command i in the West. IT ask this in return for Forts Henry and 


Donelson. 
‘H. W. HALLECK, 
Major- General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis February 17, 1862. 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo: 


Stop all forces required to resist Beauregard. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February —, 1862. 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo, IIl.: 
Find contrabands, and put them at work to pay for food and clothing. 
I can get no communication with Buell. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MIssouRt, 
Saint Louis, February 17, 4862. 
Brigadier-General SHERMAN, Paducah, Ky.: ) 


All troops from Kentucky will be sent up the Cumberland. All 
others will be stopped at Paducah to await further orders. Watch 
Beauregard’s movements from Columbus and report by telegram your 
forces at Paducah; also report all you can stop there. I am not satis- 
fied with present success. We must now prepare for a still more 
important movement. You will not be forgotten in this. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





GENERAL gee Hpqrs. Dist. OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
No. 1. fort Donelson, February 17, 1862. 


By virtue of directions from Headquarters Department of the Mis- 
sourl, dated February 15, 1862, the undersigned has been assigned to 
the command of the new Military District of West Tennessee; limits 


not defined. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


a 


GENERAL ORDERS, ! Hpqrs. Dist. oF WEST TENNESSEE, 
No. 2. | fort Donelson, February 17, 1862. 

The general commanding takes great pleasure in congratulating the 
troops of this command for the triumph over rebellion gained by their 
valor on the 13th, 14th, and 15th instant. 

For four successive nights, without shelter, during the most inclement 
weather known in this latitude, they faced an enemy in large force in 
a position chosen by himself. Though strongly fortified by nature, all 
the safeguards suggested by science were added. Without a murmur 
this was borne, prepared at all times to receive an attack, and with con- 
tinuous skirmishing by day, resulting ultimately in forcing the enemy 
to surrender without conditions. 

The victory achieved is not only great in breaking down rebellion, 
_ but has secured the greatest number of prisoners of war ever taken in 
one battle on this continent. 

Fort Donelson will hereafter be marked in capitals on the maps of 
our united country, and the men who fought the battle will live in the 


memory of a grateful people. 
U.S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





LOUISVILLE, February 17, 1862. 
General McCLELLAN: 


I think it will be necessary to issue some of the Tennessee arms. 
We require them immediately. For what purpose are the 10,000 stand 
of arms sent to Columbus [Ohio]? 7 

| D. C. BUELL. 


630 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND 8S. W. VA. [Cuar. XVIL 


FEBRUARY 17—7.30 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville: 


To arm ten Ohio regiments reported without arms. Make the best 
use you can of the arms you have. I have ordered 3,500 first-rate rifled 
arms to you at once, 16,000 good Prussian smooth bores, and the next 
5,000 made at Springfield. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


ad 


LOUISVILLE, February 17, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


As the object of the re-enforcements I have been sending you was to 
assist at Fort Donelson and succor the force there if necessary, and as 
they are no longer required for that object, we had best consult about 
further operations, as well for the great object as to determine the dis- 
position to be made of the re-entorcements, which, if they have not gone 
beyond reach, I have thought it advisable to stop until we understand 
each other. The object of both our forces is, directly or indirectly, to 
strike at the power of the rebellion in its most vital point within our 
field. Nashville appears clearly, I think, to be that point. Now, on 
your side, Clarksville intervenes. It will probably be pretty strongly 
fortified towards you, but mainly on this side of the river. It has not 
heretofore had any defenses on the south side, but it may be expected 
that at least a strong bridge-head will be thrown up on that side, and 
perhaps even somewhat extensive works, as the railroad bridge affords 
them the means of communication, though not @ very secure one. 

My impression is that the place could be easily invested on that 
side, so as to cut off their river communication, and without risk of the 
investing force being disturbed in the rear, the country in that direc- 
tion being broken and the roads bad. They would still have, however, 
the railroad via Hadensville and Springfield on the north side. That 
route is exposed to my attack, and whenever I advance against it, 
either at Clarksville, Nashville, or any other point, they must fall back, 
unless succored by a force through Nashville that I cannot beat. It 1s 
to be observed also that I should be exposed to a combined resistance 
both from such a force and most of the Clarksville force, which would 
not be in great danger from your side of the river. 

There can be no doubt that heavy re-enforcements will be thrown into 
Nashville from all quarters east and south. These considerations seem 
to require a large force on my line, which in fact is one on which a 
large force can be employed; the reverse of the case on your side. The 
difficulty on this side is one of transportation, and it is a very serious 
one. To depend on wagons at this season for a large force seems out 
of the question, and I fear it may be two weeks before I can _ get a 
bridge over the Barren River, so as to use the railroad beyond. I shall 
endeavor, however, to make an advance in less or much force before 
that time. According to this view of the problem, I have thought it 
would be best for my troops to return. Let me hear your views. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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BowLinG GREEN, February 17, 1862—2 a. m. 
General D. C. BUELL: 

Our scouts have returned this evening, bringing intelligence that the 
town of Franklin is now clear of the enemy. They are pushing on for 
Nashville. | 

A company of Kennett’s cavalry advanced upon the turnpike 23 
miles beyond Woodburn, and learned the above facts. Two regiments 
of the Nineteenth Brigade are now encamped in Bowling Green, having 
carried on their shoulders their baggage and camp equipage across the 
river over a temporary foot bridge, constructed upon the ruins of the 
railroad britlge. They will move forward to-morrow, transporting their 
baggage upon platform cars on the railroad. The Second Ohio Regi- 
ment, Colonel Harris, which was ordered to remain at Bell’s, was 
directed to-day to join the brigade. We are now—I11 o’clock p. m.— 
calking a flat-boat sufficiently large to take over our artillery. It will 
be used as a ferry-boat. We are also building a floating bridge, but as 
the current is very swift, I have doubts of its success. The enemy cut 
down large timber across the road to the ford; a fact we discovered 
this evening. After completing the ferry we will clean out these ob- 
structions and start another ferry at the ford, using the large flat-boat 
at the mill. 

I hope by Tuesday morning to have passed the entire division, with 
its baggage, across the river, and intend to throw forward a brigade on 
the Russellville road, one on the turnpike, and one on the Nashville 
road some 10 miles from Bowling Green, and within supporting dis- 
tance of each other. We have no hay, and there is none at Munford- 
ville. Weare obtaining a sufficient supply of corn from the country. 
I ventured to suggest Bowling Green was strongly fortified. There are 
two lines of natural defenses, which, if properly occupied, will render 
the position exceedingly strong. 

O. M. MITCHEL, 


Brigadier-General. 





FEBRUARY 17, 1862—8.15 p. m. 
General CRITTENDEN, Calhoun: | 
(Care of quartermaster, Evansville; to be forwarded in haste.) 
Suspend your movement until further orders, but keep ready to 
embark, and report by telegraph the position of your command. De- 
tain the boats until you hear further from me. 
Is Green River in such a stage that boats can pass over the dams, 
and have boats started for Bowling Green? 
D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Saint Louis, February 18, 1862. 


Major-General MCCLELLAN: 


You could not have received my telegram of yesterday, No. 20,* when 
yours was sent. That gives my reasons for wishing General Buell to 
move on Clarksville. They are not changed by the taking of Fort 


Donelson. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


* See p. 627. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 18, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky. : 

Can’t_ you march on Clarksville and then go up the river to Nash- 
ville? We ought to be nearer together, so that we can assist each 
other. Had the enemy thrown his forces rapidly down the river he 
could have crushed me at Fort Donelson, and have returned to Nash- 
ville before you could have reached that place. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





LOUISVILLE, February 18, 1862. 


General HALLECK: 

I have received one dispatch from you of this date, but I infer that 
it was not written in answer to mine of last night, and therefore wait 
to hear further from you on the subject. I have telegraphed General 
Nelson to stop at Smithland until I hear from you. I agree with you 
as to the importance of our getting nearer each other. The difficulty 
in marching on Clarksville from Bowling Green is that the road is a 
common mud one and at this time impassable. That objection might 
be overcome if 1 could move light, with the certainty of meeting sup- 
plies at a point on the river; as, for example, if the enemy should retire 
from Clarksville, so that I could find you there. What do you think, if 
I can get away, of our meeting at Smithland personally, and going up 
to Grant to study the ground ? 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


ed 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 18, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, 3 
Louisville, Ky.: 
To remove all questions as to rank, I have asked the President to 
make you a major-general. Come down to the Cumberland and take 
command. The battle of the West is to be fought in that vicinity. 
You should be in it as the ranking general in immediate command. 
Don’t hesitate. Come to Clarksville as rapidly as possible. Say that 
you will come, and I will have everything there for you. Beauregard 
threatens to attack either Cairo or Paducah. I must be ready for him. 
Don’t stop any troops ordered down the Ohio. We want them all. 
You shall have them back in a few days. Assistant Secretary of War 
Scott left here this afternoon to confer with you. He knows my plans 
and necessities. Iam terribly hard pushed. Help me, and I will help 
you. Hunter has acted nobly, generously, bravely. Without his aid 
I should have failed before Fort Donelson. Honor to him. We came 
within an ace of being defeated. If the fragments which I sent down 
had not reached there on Saturday we should have gone in. A retreat 
at one time seemed almost inevitable. All right now. Help me to 
carry it out. Talk freely with Scott. It is evident to me that you and 
McClellan did not at last accounts appreciate the strait I have been in.» 
I am certain you will when you understand it all. Help me, I beg of 
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you. Throw all your troops in the direction of the Cumberland. Don’t 
stop any one ordered here. You will not regret it. There will be no 


battle at Nashville. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 18, 1862. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo, Ill.: 

Act in my name, and assume command over any and all. <A large 
force passed Memphis four days ago—fifteen steamers, loaded with 
troops, to re-enforce Columbus. Look out for an attack on Cairo or 
Paducah. Get ready immediately. Use my name in any order you 
issue. We must be ready for them. Iam collecting and sending every 


man I ean find. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
| Saint Louis, February 18, 1862. 
Brigadier-General GRANT, in the Field: 

Don’t let gunboats go higher up than Clarksville. Even there they 
must limit their operations to the destruction of the bridge and rail- 
road, and return immediately to Cairo, leaving one at Fort Donelson. 
Mortar boats to be sent back to Cairo as soon as possible. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


General Sherman will send this to General Grant with all possible 
dispatch. 





GENERAL eee Hpe@rs. DIst. OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
No. 3. : Fort Donelson, February 18, 1862. 


All commissioned officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates 
are prohibited from entering the town of Dover or any houses therein 
situated without permission in writing of their regimental comm anders. 

Allcaptured property belongs to the Government, and no officer, non- 
commissioned officer, or private will be permitted to have or retain pos- 
session of captured property of any kind. 

Any officer violating the above order will be at once arrested. Any 
non-commissioned officer or private will be arrested and confined in the 
guard-house, and all captured property taken from them and turned 
over to the district quartermaster. 

Colonel Leggett is hereby appointed to see to the strict enforcement 
of the above, using his whole command for that purpose, if necessary: 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS. 





GENERAL ya Hpgrs. DIST. OF West TENNESSEE, 
No. 4. Fort Donelson, February 18, 1862. 
Hereafter, until otherwise ordered, guard duty will be performed 4s 
follows: 
All the outer guard duty will be performed by the First and Second 
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Divisions and Colonel McArthur’s brigade, which for the present will 
be attached for orders to the Second Division. 

The First Division will guard all roads and passes into the intrench- 
ments from the river above Dover to the road leading west to Fort 
Henry. 

The Second Division, with the brigades attached, will guard from the 
Fort Henry road to the river below the fort, and furnish the guard for 
the fort. 

The Fourth Division, now organizing, will furnish all other guards, 
such as for the commissary and quartermaster stores at steamboat 
landing, hospitals, &c. 

Brig. Gen. 8S. A. Hurlbut will have special charge of the interior police 
regulations of the camps inside of the grounds occupied by the other 
division. 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





LOUISVILLE, February 18, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK: 


General QO. M. Mitchel reports from Bowling Green yesterday as 
follows: 

We have reliable information that the enemy has fallen back from Clarksville and 
was concentrating heavy force at Nashville, and justifying the railroad engineers’ re- 
ports that four days since a fleet of fifteen boats passed Memphis, ascending the river. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Camp JOHN Q. ADAMS, 
February 18, 1862. 
General D. C. BUELL: 


With incredible labor, in rain and mud, our ferries, two in number, 
have been established, our roads are completed, our trains and artillery 
are in motion. I hope to accomplish the crossing of the entire baggage 
trains, with the artillery, to-day. Forty wagon loads of supplies, giving 
us two days’ rations, will be up this morning. One hundred and twenty 
additional teams will arrive during to-day, and to-morrow I shall ad- 
vance the head of the column some 20 miles, leaving this position to be 
occupied by McCook. 

My ammunition, requiring 30 wagons for its transportation, is stored 
at Green River, under a guard, and I hope may be brought forward by 
rail. Our cartridge boxes and limber-chests are full. 

IT learn from reliable source that no enemy can be found short of 
Clarksville, and very few are there. 

I shall await your orders with anxiety as to the final direction you 
will give my column. Our troops have been worked up to their highest 
endurance by rapid marches, outpost and fatigue duty, and the rest of 
a day or two awaiting orders will be of great service. 

The turnpike bridge should be rebuilt at the earliest possible moment. 
I find that our ferry-boats are not to be relied upon for the passage of 
anarmy. Ihave neither time nor material for constructing a better 
mode of crossing. I trust the railroad and telegraph line will soon be 
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.in working order. Colonel Smith, of the Thirteenth Ohio, reports the 
locomotive on the track, which was struck by one of our shells, can 
be repaired in a single day. One or two others I hope may be found 
worth repairing. 
O. M. MITCHEL, 
Brigadier- General. 





LOUISVILLE, February 19, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK: 


I have seen message to General Buell. Do you mean that his whole 
command should go from Bowling Green to Clarksville, or that the 
general in person should go to the Cumberland and take command of 
forces now there, his own column from Bowling Green to co-operate 
with Cumberland column, in such manner as he (Buell) may decide, to 
clear out the Cumberland, including Nashville? Answer definitely the 
points as stated in this message. The general desires to meet your 
views fully. Answer immediately. 

THOMAS A. SCOTT, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 





LOUISVILLE, February 19, 1862. 
General MCCLELLAN: 

I have arranged to transfer from other roads 9 large en gines and 250 
cars. Will provide others as needed. Tailroad bridge across the Ten- 
nessee destroyed by fire. Communication by rail between Columbus 
and Nashville is entirely destroyed. Buell immediately needs re-en- 
forcements. Will they come? 

THOMAS A. SCOTT. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
| Saint Louis, February 19, 1862. 
N. B. BAKER, Des Moines, Iowa: 
The Second Iowa Infantry proved themselves the bravest of the brave. 
They had the honor of heading the column which entered Fort Donelson. 
) H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





Saint Louis, February 19, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL: 
Assistant Secretary Scott will explain to you all my views. I will 
meet you anywhere you may appoint. 
H. W. HALLECK 


Major-General. 





Saint Louis, February 19, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Louisville, Ky. : 


Re-enforcements have reached Columbus and steamers have fired 
up for a move against us. Don’t stop any of your troops coming down, 
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but send them on as rapidly as possible. They are bound to attack us. 
somewhere from Columbus. Show this to Scott. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





SAInT Louis, February 19, 1862. 
rigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo: 

All troops at Smithland or on the Ohio River should come to Paducah 
or Cairo, as you may deem best. 1 have authority of Secretary of War 
for this. If necessary, countermand, in the name of Secretary of War, 
all orders issued by General Buell or any one else about the troops 
halting or returning to Kentucky. 

-H. W. HALLECK, 
: Major-General. 


SAINT Louis, February 19, 1862. 
Brigadier-General CuLLUM, Cairo: 

Look out for Columbus. Send down boat to reconnoiter. Hold all 
troops ready for an attack on Paducah or Cairo. Fifteen steamers 
loaded with troops from New Orleans have reached Columbus. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Maojr-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 19, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. DAVID HUNTER, 
Commanding Department of Kansas, Fort Leavenworth : 

To you more than to any other man out of this department are we 
indebted for our success at Fort Donelson. In my Strait for troops 
to re-enforce General Grant I appealed to you. You responded nobly 
and generously, placing your forces at my disposition. This enabled 
us to win the victory. Receive my most heartfelt thanks. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





SArnT Louis, Mo., February 19, 1862—4 p. m. 
General MCCLELLAN: 

Yours of the 14th just received. Hitchcock will take command here 
as soon as he gets his orders. I think Hunter will consent to go under 
me and command the central column. If not, leave him where he is. 
It was decided in the Mexican war that regulars ranked volunteers, 
without regard to dates. This decision, if sustained, makes everything 
right for the Western Division. Give it to me, and I will split’ seces- 


slon in twain in one month. 
H. W. HALLECK. 





SAtInT Louis, Mo., February 19, 1862. 
General McCLELLAN: 
Columbus has been strongly re-enforced from New Orleans. They 
have steam up on all their boats ready for a move—probably on Cairo. 
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This will render it necessary for me to withdraw a part of my force 
from Forts Henry and Donelson. Do send me more troops. I have 
sent every organized regiment from Saint Louis. This place is virtu- 
ally without a garrison. Buell cannot move on Nashville for two or 
three weeks. Let him help me, and we will cut the line between Colum- 
bus and * and paralyze both places. 

H. W. HALLECK. 








HEADQUARTERS, Saint Louis, February 19, 1862. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: 


Brig. Gen. Charles F. Smith, by his coolness and bravery at Fort 
Donelson when the battle was against us, turned the tide and carried 
the enemy’s outworks. Make him a major-general. You can’t get a 
better one. Honor him for this victory and the whole country will 


applaud. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, | 
Saint Louis, February 19, 1862. 
THOMAS A. ScorTt, 
Assistant Secretary of War, Louisville, Ky.: 
Have just heard that the railroad bridge at Decatur across the Ten- 
nessee is destroyed. Communication between Columbus and Nashville 


is thus cut off. If General Buell will come down and help me with all - 


possible haste we can end the war in the West in less than a month. 
| H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





Saint Louis, February 19, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, Paducah: 


Don’t let any troops go north to Kentucky, but hurry them down to 
Paducah and Cairo. Look out sharp for a movement from Columbus. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HpDQRS. DISTRICT OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
Fort Donelson, February 19, 1862. 


General G. W. CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff, Department of the Missouri: 


GENERAL: Clarksville is evacuated, and I shall take possession on 
Friday next, with one division, under General Smith. If it is the desire 
of the general commanding department, I can have Nashville on Satur- 
day week. To do this I will have to retain transportation as it arrives. 
Please inform me early of the desire of the general commanding on 
this point—at as early a day as possible. 

As soon as I got possession of Fort Donelson I commenced sending 
the sick and wounded to Paducah, as seems to have been the desire of 


* Dlegible cipher word; probably standing for Nashville. 


Ld 


638 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND S. W. VA. [Cuar. XVIL 


General Halleck. No distinction has been made between Federal and 
Confederate sick and wounded. Generally the prisoners have been 
treated with great kindness, and I believe they appreciate it. Great 
numbers of Union people have come in to see us, and express great 
hope for the future. They say secessionists are in great trepidation— 
some leaving the country, others expressing anxiety to be assured that 
they will not be molested if they will come in and take the oath. 

The amount of supplies captured here is very large—sufficient, prob- 
ably, for twenty days for all my army. Some articles will be deficient, 
such as coffee. Of rice I don’t know that we will want any more dur- 
ing the war. I think I will send you the tail of the elephant to-night 
or in the morning at furthest. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
Fort Donelson, February 19, 1862. 
General W. T. SHERMAN, 
Commanding District of Cairo, Paducah, Ky.: 

Send all re-enforcements up the Cumberland. I shall occupy Clarks- 
ville on Friday and Nashville Saturday week, if it meets the approval 
of General Halleck. I have written him to that effect. | 

I feel under many obligations to you for the kind tone of your letter,* 
and hope that, should an opportunity occur, you will win for yourself 
the promotion which you are kind enough to say belongs to me. Icare 
nothing for promotion so long as our arms are successful and no politi- 
cal appointments are made. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
Fort Donelson, February 19, 1862. 
General C. F. SMITH, 
Commanding Second Division: 

Hold your command in readiness to take possession of Clarksville 
and garrison it. I would suggest the propriety of appointing some 
lieutenant to act as division quartermaster and one to act as division 
commissary. Ten days’ rations should be taken to issue after arrival, 
besides what the troops may have when they leave here. 

There are no Confederate troops at Clarksville at present, but it 
may be a matter of importance to us to move there as rapidly as possi- 
ble. You can commence this movement as soon as practicable after 
transportation can be provided. 

U.S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





GENERAL aaa Hpgrs. DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 43. Saint Louis, February 19, 1862. 


The major-general commanding the department congratulates Flag- 
Officer Foote, Brigadier-General Grant, and the brave officers and men 


* Not found. 
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under their commands, on the recent brilliant victories on the Tennessee 
and Cumberland. | 

But the war is not yet ended. Prepare for new conflicts and new 
victories. Troops are concentrating from every direction. We shall 
soon have an army which will be irresistible. The Union flag must be 
restored everywhere, and the inthralled Union men in the South must 
be set free. The soldiers and sailors of the Great West are ready and 
willing to do this. The times and places have been determined on, 
Victory and glory await the brave. 

By command of Major-General Halleck: 

N. H. McLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., February 19, 1862—4 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEoRGE B. McCLELLAN: 


Our news is not very definite. It indicates that the enemy are con- 
centrating at Nashville and fortifying beyond Franklin. They have 
destroyed everything like a bridge, however small. ; 

Not a large force at Clarksville. The gunboats, backed by General 
Grant’s troops, can, I think, dispose of them easily. I did not succeed 
in getting boats up Green River, but may on another rise. 

D. C. BUELL, 
BLrigadier- General. 


FEBRUARY 19, 1862. 
General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 


I thank you for your friendly offices. Supposing it would not be re- 
quired in your advance up the Cumberland, and as it is required for an 
advance from Bowling Green, I this morning ordered Nelson to return 
with his troops. 

On the receipt of your dispateh this moment, inferring that you are in 
danger, I have countermanded my last order and directed Nelson to re- 
ceive orders from you at Paducah. Iam in doubt about your meaning. 
Is it that I should come personally and ascend the Cumberland to 
Clarksville, or that I should bring my troops around that way, or that 
I should move them toward Clarksville from Bowling Green? I can- 
not get any more troops to the river to embark in less than six days— 
Say eight or ten days to the Cumberland. 

Do you know that the enemy is preparing to make a serious stand at 
Clarksville? My information, as far as it goes, is that he bas but a 
small force at Clarksville and is concentrating at Nashville. Tell me 
what reliable information you have about it, and definitely what you 
want. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


FEBRUARY 19, 1862—5 p. m. 
General CRITTENDEN, 
On Transports at Smithland : 
Your orders to return here are countermanded. Reccive orders from 
General Halleck. Stop all the troops that are with you. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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FEBRUARY 19, 1862—5 p. m. 


General NELSON, 
Commanding Division, Evansville: 
Your orders to return here are countermanded. Proceed with your 
whole force to Paducah, and receive orders from General Halleck. 
Intercept and: take ‘with you all troops that may have started back. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





FEBRUARY 19, 1862. 
General THOMAS, Lebanon and Bardstown : | 

Stop the head of your column and let the rear close up at Bards- 
town, and halt there until further orders; but be ready to move again 
at a moment’s notice. 

Report definitely where your troops are. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., February 20, 1862. 


General BUELL: 

Halleck says Columbus re-enforced from New Orleans, and steam 
up on their boats ready for move—probably on Cairo. ‘Wishes to with- 
draw some troops from Donelson. I tell him improbable that rebels 
re-enforced from New Orleans or attack Cairo. Think [they] will aban- 
don Columbus. 

What force have you in Bowling Green, what in advance of it, and 
where to-day? Howsoon can you be in front of Nashville, and in what 
force? What news of the rebels? If the force in West can take Nash- 
ville or even hold its own for the present, I hope to have Richmond 
and Norfolk in from three to four weeks. Answer. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 





WASHINGTON, February 20, 1862—9.30 a. m. 

Major-General HALLECK: | 

Dispatch of yesterday received. I doubt purpose of rebels to attack 
Cairo. More probably intend abandoning Columbus. Have too few 
troops at New Orleans to spare any. 

This army moves very shortly. As soon as I hear from Buell will 
communicate again. Have sent all arms asked for new regiments in the 
West. Do not withdraw troops from Donelson until I hear from Buell 


to-day. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., February 20, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Buell has gone to Bowling Green. I will be in communication with 
him in a few minutes, and we will then arrange. The fall of Clarks- 
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ville confirms my views. I think Cairo is not in danger, and that we 
must now direct our efforts on Nashville. The rebels hold firm at 
Manassas. In less than two weeks I shall move the Army of the Poto- 
mae, and hope to be in Richmond soon after you are in Nashvilie. I 
think Columbus will be abandoned within a week. We will have a 
desperate battle on this line. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 


es 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 20, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CULLUM, Cairo ;: 


It is absolutely necessary that the gunboats and mortar boats should 
all be ready for service by Monday morning. Call on Chicago for the 
mechanics and material required. Use the telegraph. Communicate 
with Wiliam B. Ogden, of Chicago. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 


FEBRUARY 20, 1862. 
Hon. THoMAS A. Scott, Lowisville: 

Telegram received. Increase rolling stock on Nashville Railroad. 
At present no troops will move from Last. Ample occupation for them 
here. Kebels hold firm at Manassas Junction. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN., 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 20, 1862—8 p. m. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN, Washington, D. C.: 
I must have command of the armies in the West. Hesitation and 
delay are losing us the golden opportunity. Lay this before the Presi- 
dent and Secretary of War. May I assume the command? Answer 


quickly. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 20, 1862. 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo, Ill.: 


Get gun and mortar boats ready as soon as possible. Tell Commo- 
dore Foote or ranking naval officer to telegraph to Cincinnati for all 
mechanics they want. They must work day and night. Send all spare 
gun and mortar boats to make a demonstration on Columbus to-mor- 
row. Let the mortar boats anchor, under the protection of the gun- 
boats, near enough to throw shells into the place, but run no risks. It 
is reported that they are sending their guns to Memphis. This can be 
ascertained by a judicious demoustration. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, 
41 R R—VOL VII 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 20, 1862. 
THOMAS A. Scort, 
Assistant Secretary of War, Louisville, Ky. : 

I mean that Buell should move on Clarksville with his present: 
column; there unite his Kentucky army and move up the Cumberland, 
while L act on the Tennessee. We should then be able to co-operate. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major- General. 


TN 


LOUISVILLE, February 20, 1862—7 p. m. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN, Washington: 


Your dispatch of this date 6 General Buell received. He is at Bowl- 
ing Green to-day; will return on Saturday. He received dispatch 
trom General Halleck last night saying that either Cairo or Paducah 
was threatened from Columbus. General Buell had no news from 
Columbus, but hardly thought an advance from that point probable, 
unless the enemy had more gunboats than we were aware of. He, 
however, ordered Nelson’s division, which had been stopped at Evans- 
ville on- ‘account of the fall of Fort Donelson, to proceed at once to 
Smithland, and receive orders from General Halleck. 

Mitchel’s division, 10,000 fighting men, at Bowling Green, with a 
brigade advanced towards N ashville—I ‘dow’t know how far—and a 
force towards Russellville. MceCook’s division, 15,000 fighting men, at 
or near Bowling Green to-night. Large details aiding to repair the 
railroad. Thomas’ division just arriving at Bardstown; will be eight 
or nine days’ march from there to Bowling Green. Wood’s division, 
raw troops, at Munfordville, three or four ‘days’ march from Bowling 
Green. 

General Buell does not think he can advanee on Nashville in force 
without the use of the railroad, and he and Colonel Scott, Assistant 
Secretary of War, have gone to look into and hasten the Ww ork upon 
it. The ‘additional rolling stock has been ordered. 

No news from the rebels since General Buell last telegraphed you. 
He is beyond the reach of telegraph or your message would be for- 
warded. He is driving the work on railroad and telegraph as rapidly 
as possible. Will deliver your message for report as soon as he returns 
or comes within reach. 

JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


LOUISVILLE, [February 20, 1862. 


Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 

General Buell is at Bowling Green, 40 miles beyond telegraph. 
Your message I forwarded by telegraph and swift express. He may be 
back on Saturday. 

We have now two divisions, 25,000 fighting men, at Bowling Green. 
Colonel Scott is with General Buell. 

JAMES B. FRY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 
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LOUISVILLE, February 20, 1862—42 p. m. 


General BUELL, Bowling Green: 
(Lo be forwarded by swift messenger.) 
The following just received from General Halleck, viz: 


We are in possession of Clarksville, in large force, with plenty of supplies. Move 
to that place rapidly by forced marches and effect a junction. Send all available 
troops around that can reach there by water sooner than by land. Don’t hesitate a 
moment. If you will come*we are sure of Nashville and Colpmbus, and perhaps 
Memphis also. Answer yes or no. 

H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 
Thomas had one regiment and one battery at Bardstown, to-day. I 
have taken no action on General Halleck’s message. General McClellan 
wanted you at Jeffersonville to-night at 10 o’clock, to tall’ 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS, Louisville, Ky., February 20, 1862. 
General HALLECK: 


General Nelson’s command has but ten days’ supply of provisions. 
They will depend upon you, as none are sent from here to the Cum- 


berland. 
D,. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 20, 1862. 
THomMAS A. Scort, 
Assistant Secretary of War, Louisville, Ky.: 

Have taken Clarksville, with large supplies. General vCurtis has 
again defeated Price. Am short of steamboat transportation. Send 
steamers down the Ohio; also stores, if Buell moves on Clarksville. 
If he will not move I shall try to carry out my plans without him. 
Hesitation and delay are losing us the golden opportunity. Can’t you 
assume the responsibility of ordering the move? See my dispatch to 


him of this evening. 
H. W. HALLECK 
Major-G eneral. 


Caro, ILL., February 20, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding District West Tennessee: 

I have received with the highest gratification your reports and letters 
from Fort Donelson, so gallantly captured under your brilliant leader- 
ship. I, in common with the whole country, warmly congratulate you 
upon this remarkable achievement, which has broken the enemy’s center, 
dispersed the rebels, and given a death-blow to secession. The prison- 
ers by thousands have arrived here, and will be sent off by to-morrow 
to their respective destinations. 
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I have directed the 5,000 blankets and 1,000 overcoats to be sent to 
you. Very few blankets are in this office, General McClernand having 
taken them all. If none are to be found to supply your wants here I 
will order them sent from headquarters. 

Supplies of nearly all kinds have been forwarded to you. The teams 
you Wish have been sent. The sick and wounded are well provided 
for at Paducah, Mound City, and here. If we have too many to look 
after we will send them to Cincinnati and Saint Louis. Doctors, nurses, 
and all kinds of assistance and sympathy have been freely and gener- 
ously offered. | 

Your letter of the 19th gives glorious news and an earnest of con- 
tinued success. 

We have newspaper reports which state 2,090 Tennesseeans have 
come in to you and laid down their arms. 

Again congratulating you and assuring you of my continued esteem, 
Iam, &«., 

&. W. CULLUM, 
Brigadier: General, de. 


| CAIRO, February 20, .1862. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELIAN: 

Navy officers report it impossible to get gun and mortar boats ready 
for ten days. Six mortar boats up Cumberland, and of the only four 
ready here three are aground, and possibly cannot be got, off. The 
river falling fast. Gunboats much damaged in battle. Four up Cum- 
berland, and must have four to watch movements from Columbus. Had 
spy there Tuesday night, and have scouts near to-night, 

G. W. CULLUM, 
Brigadier- General. 





UNITED STATES FLAG STEAMER CONESTOGA, 
February 20, 1862 (via Cairo, February 21). 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY: | 

We have possession of Clarksville. The citizens being alarmed, two- 
thirds of them have fled; and having expressed my views and intentions 
to the mayor and Hon, Cave Johnson, at their request I have issued a 
proclaination,* assuring all peaceably-disposed persons that they may 
with safety resume their business vocations, requiring only the military 
stores and equipage to be given up, and holding the authorities respon- 
sible that this shall be done without reservation. 

I left Fort Donelson yesterday with the Conestoga, Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Phelps, and Cairo, Lieutenant-Commanider Bryant, on an armed 
reconnaissance, bringing with me Colonel Webster, of the Engineer 
Corps, and chief of General Grant’s staff, who, with Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Phelps, took possession of the principal fort and hoisted the 
Union flag. A Union sentiment manifested itself as we came up the 
river. | 

The rebels have retreated to Nashville, having set fire, against the 
remonstrance of the citizens, to the splendid railroad bridge across the 
Cumberland River. 





* See p. 423. 
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I return to Fort Donelson to-day for another gunboat and six or eight 
mortar boats, with which I propose to proceed up the Cumberland. 

The rebels ali have a terror of the gunboats. One of them, a short 
distance above Fort Donelson, had previously fired an iron-rolling mill 
belonging to Hon. John Bell, which had been used by the rebels. 

A. H. FOOTE, 
Elag-Officer Naval Forces. 
(Copy to General Halleck.) 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 21, 1862—12.30 a. m. 
General G. W. CULLUM, Cairo: 


Gun and mortar boats must be ready in much less than ten days. 
Call on Chicago for assistance; we cannot now stand on forms. From 
two to four gunboats and a few mortar boats would secure evacuation 
of Columbus. You need have no fear for Cairo if you have arespecta- 
ble garrison there. The enemy will not attack you. 

Ten days to prepare boats is inadmissible; they must be ready by 
Monday, if you have to take the affair in charge yourself. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding U. S. Army. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Lebruary 21, 1862—12.30 a. m. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Lotis: 

Bueli at Bowling Green knows more of the state of affairs than you 
at Saint Louis. Until I hear from him I cannot see necessity of giving 
you entire command. | 

I expect to-hear from Buell in a few minutes. Ido not yet see that 
Buell cannot control his own line. I shall not lay your request before 
the Secretary until I hear definitely from Buell. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 21, 1862—1 a. m. 
General BUELL: 

Telegraph me at least once every day the position of your own troops, 
that of the rebels, and the state of affairs. Unless I have this detailed 
information I cannot tell whether it is necessary or not to suspend or 
abandon my own plans here. Neither Halleck nor yourself give me 
as much detailed information as is necessary for me. This is the criti- 
cal period, and I must be constantly informed of the condition of your 


affairs. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 


(Similar dispatch, same date, to Halleck.) 





SAINT Louris, Mo., February 21, 1862. 
General MCCLELLAN: 
Curtis has taken Bentonville, with wagons and baggage and a large 
flag which was floating on the court-house. 
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Had he better proceed to Fayetteville or stop and hold the mountain 
passes, while I send 4,000 men from Ironton and Doniphan to take Poca- 
hontas and Jacksonport and destroy their supplies? I prefer the 
latter, but Curtis advises an advance to Fayetteville. 

One of my scouts was in Columbus. During the night of the 18th 
some high officer arrived, and immense cheering at railroad depot— 
said to be for Beauregard. Nineteen steamers in theriver. No prepa- 
rations either for advance or retreat. 

Navy officers say they cannot repair the gunboats in less than ten 
days. 

H. W. HALLEECK. 


a 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 21—7.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALieck, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

I think you are entirely right in not wishing to push Curtis beyond 
Bentonville. No necessity for anything more than a party of cavalry 
at Fayetteville. The true line of advance into Arkansas“s by Poca- 
hontas and Jacksonport; there you seriously threaten Memphis. To- 
morrow I shall hear definitely from Buell what he can do. I think our 
next move must be on Nashvjlle with least possible delay. AS soon 
us we can move a column on Humboldt or vicinity Columbus will fall. 
Hurry repairs of gunboats; work on them day and night. As soon as 
enough of them are ready to protect mortar boats send latter to shell 
Columbus. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding U. S. Army. 


EE 


WasHineton, D. C., February 21, 1862—9.30 p. m. 
General BUELL: 


The advance on Nashville is of the greatest importance. If you can 
make it by the line of the Cumberland more rapidly than by Bowling 
Green at onee change your line of operations, and I will direct Halleck’s 
troops on Memphis and Columbus. 

What is Thomas’ division doing at Bardstown? Rapid movements 
are now necessary. If railroad to Nashville is\destroyed, take the line 
of Cumberland River. I repeat, both Halleck and yourself keep me 
-too much in the dark. Your reports are not sufficiently numerous or 


explicit. 
GEO. B. MoCLELLAN. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., February 21, 1862. 
General HALLECK: 
What more have you from Columbus? You do not report either 
often or fwly enough. Unless you keep me fully advised, you must not 


expect me to abandon my own plans for yours. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN., 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 21, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, 
General-in-Chief, Washington: 


GENERAL: For the events of the last two weeks I must refer you to 
my telegrams, having had no time to write. Our successes on the Ten- 
nessee and Cumberland and in the Southwest, together with the strin- 
eent measures taken here, have completely crushed out the rebellion 
in this city aml State; no more insurrections, bridge-burnings, and 
hoisting of rebel flags. This enables me to rapidly increase my force 
in Tennessee. Nashville and Columbus must soon fall. I am, how- 
ever, perfectly confident that if you had sent General Buell to the Cuin- 
berland to co-operate with me both would have been evacuated by this 
time. 

I cannot possibly be mistaken in the strategy of the campaign. 
Threatened as I have continually been from Columbus, compelling me 
to keep a large force at Cairo and Paducah, I was too weak to act with 
promptness and efficiency on the Tennessee and Cumberland. The 
enemy made a terrible mistake in not falling back from Bowling Green 
on Clarksville, driving me out of Fort Henry, re-enforeing Fort Donel- 
son, and connecting again with Columbus. It is true they would thus 
have exposed Nashville to Buell, but with their river communication 
they could soon have reoecupied Nashville—much sooner, | think, than 
Buell could have reached it on muddy roads. They have lost the 
golden opportunity, and I believe they will fall back from Nashville, 
without a battle, either on Decatur or Memphis. I certainly should if 
I were in Johnston’s place. If he should not, and General Buell should 
take the line of the Cumberland, so as to co-operate with me on the 
Tennessee, the enemy would be cut off and forced to surrender. 

In your telegrams you complain of not getting returns from me of the 
numbers and positions of my troops. Certainly you do not expect to 
ect information from me which I cannot obtain myself. IT have worked 
hard for months, issuing order after order for returns, but the officers of 
this department are so negligent or ignorant of their duties in this re- 
spect that I find it impossible to obtain returns till long after they cease 
to be of any use, as everything in the mean time has changed. They 
became so negligent under the Frémont régime of all law, regulations, 
and orders that it will take time to bring about a reformation. I am 
doing everything in my power to effect it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 








Saint Louis, February 21, 1862—10 p. m. 


Major-General MCCLELLAN: 

I find it utterly impossible to get returns of either of the regiments 
arriving or of those sent with prisoners. Moreover, telegraph lines 
have been defective and many of my messages not received. Have 
sent sta officers to obtain the information wanted. Have ordered a 
gunboat reconnaissance to-day of Columbus. Will send you results 


as soon as I get it. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 
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Sant Louis, February 21, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CULLUM, Cairo: 


Let ne know result of reconnaissance as early as possible. Every- 
thing must remain in statu quo till to-morrow. Iam awaiting messages 
from Kentucky and Washington. If possible, notify Grant, Phelps, and 
Commodore Foote to make no further moves till they receive orders. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major- General. 


SAINT Louis, February 21, 1862. 
THOMAS A. ScoTT, 
Assistant Secretar. y of War, Louisville: 


Advices just received from (larkavilic represent that General A.S. 
Johnston has fallen back on Columbia, and that there is very little 
preparation for a stand at Nashville. General Grant and Commodore 
Foote say the road is now open and are impatient. Can’t you come 
down to the Cumberland and divide the responsibility with me? If 
so, L will immediately prepare to go ahead. I am tired of waiting for 
action in Washington. ’ They will not understand the case. It is as 


plain as daylight to me. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


se eaEEEERAEEnERemEneeEnmen! 
—~- 


WAR DEPARTMENT, February 21, 1862. 
Major-General HALLEcK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Your plan of pepanraciod has been transmitted to me by Mr. Scott 
and strikes me very favorably, but on account of the domestic afflic- 
tion of the President I have not yet been able to submit it to him. 
The brilliant results of the energetic action in the West fills the Nation 


with joy. 
EDWIN M. STANTON. 





PADUCAH, february 21, 1862. 
General CULLUM: 

General Grant and myself eousider this a good time to move on Nash- 
ville. Six. mortar boats and two iron-clad steamers can precede the 
troops and shell the forts. We were about moving for this purpose 
when General Grant, to my astonishment, received a telegram from 
General Halleck not to let the gunboats go higher than Clarksville. 
No telegram. The Cumberland is in a good stage of water, and Gen- 
eral Grant and I believe that we can take Nashville. Please ask Gen- 
eral Halleck if we shall doit. We will talk per telegraph, Captain 
Phelps representing me in the ofiice. 

A. H. FOOTE, 


Elag- Officer. 





PADUCAH, February 21, 1862. 
General CULLUM: 
From information gleaned in Clarksville we believe the panic in 
Nashville is very great, and that the city will be surrendered without 
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a fight if a force proceeds at once against it. General Johnston is 
reported to be gathering his scattered forces at Columbia. 
S. L. PHELPS. 





Carino, February 21, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK : 
Strength at Bird’s Point: Infantry, 4,181; cavalry, 1,284; twelve 
field guns. 
Fort Holt: Infantry, 560; cavalry, 420; artillery, sixteen field guns. 
Cairo: Infantry, 2,642; artillery, 6 guns; sappers and miners, 7d 
men, not counting forts. 
E. A. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
Fort Donelson, February 21, 1862. 
General C. F. SMITH, 
Commanding Second Division: 


You will proceed to Clarksville, Tenn., with so much of your com- 
mand as transportation is now ready for, and occupy ground about the 
forts on the north bank of the river. 

I have no special directions to give that will not naturally suggest 
thenrselves to you, such as keeping the men from eoing into private 
houses and annoying the citizens generally. There is said to be a large 
quantity of army stores at Clarksville, which by calling upon the mayor 
of the city will be given up to our use. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





GENERAL aaa Hpers. District WEST TENNESSEE, 
No. 6. Fort Donelson, February 21, 1562. 

Troops in this military district will be brigaded and assigned to 
divisions in the following order, to wit: 

First Division, Brig. Gen. J. A. MeClernand, commanding: 

First Brigade: Eighth, Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, and Thirty-first 
Illinois Infantry, Dresser’s battery, Dollins’, O’Harnett’s, and Carmi- 
chael’s cavalry. 

Second Brigade: Eleventh, Eighteenth, Twentieth, and Forty-fitth 
Illinois Infantry, First Battalion of Fourth Illinois Cavalry, and Tay- 
lor’s battery. 

Third Brigade: Seventeenth, Forty-third, Forty-ninth, and Fitty- 
second Illinois Infantry, and McAllister’s and Schwartz’s batteries. 

Second Division, Brig. Gen. C. F. Smith commanding : 

First Brigade: Second, Seventh, Twelfth, and Fourteenth Iowa In- 
fantry, and Second Battalion of Fourth Hlinois Cavalry. 

Second Brigade: Ninth and Twelfth Hlinois and Thirteenth and Six- 
teenth Missouri Infantry, Willard’s battery, and detachment Regular 
Cavalry. 

Third Brigade: Seventh, Fiftieth, Fifty-seventh, and Fifty-eighth 
Tlinois Infantry, and two companies Second Illinois Cavalry. 

The battalion of artillery commanded by Major Cavender will be 
attached to the Second Division at large. 
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Third Division, Brig. Gen. L. Wallace, commanding : 

Tirst Brigade: Kighth Missouri, Eleventh, Twenty-fourth, and Fifty- 
second Indiana Infantry, and Bulliss’ battery. 

Second Brigade: First Nebraska and Fifty-eighth, Sixty-eighth, and 
Seventy-eighth Ohio Infantry, and four companies of Curtis’ Horse. 

Third Brigade: Twentieth, Fifty-sixth, and Seventy-sixth Ohio and 
Twenty-third Indiana Infantry, and the remainder of Curtis’ Horse. 

Fourth Division, Brig. Gen. 8S. A. Hurlbut, commanding: 

Virst Brigade: Fifteenth, Twenty-eighth, Thirty-second, and Forty- 
first Illinois Infantry, and Burrows’ battery of light artillery. 

Second Brigade: Twenty-fifth Indiana, Fourteenth, Forty-sixth, and 
TForty-eighth Hlinois Infantry, and Mann’s battery of light artillery. 

Third Brigade: Thirty-first and Forty-fourth Indiana and Seven- 
teenth and Twenty-fiftth Kentucky Infantry, and Third Battalion Fourth 
Illinois Cavalry. 

The senior colonels of brigades will command them in every instance. 

Brigade commanders will select from the regimental quartermasters 
of their commands one to act as brigade commissary. 

by order of Brig. Gen. U.S. Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 





GENERAL oo, Hpe@rs. Dist. oF WEST TENNESSEE, 
No. 7. Fort Donelson, Lebruary 21, 1862. 

Division and brigade commanders will take immediate steps to pre- 
vent soldiers of their command from passing beyond the limits of the 
field works of Fort Donelson. 

All depredations committed upon citizens must be summarily pun- 
ished. 

Patrols will be sent out daily by division commanders, and all sol- 
diers found outside the works without a pass approved by the division 
commanders will be brought into camp and punished by regimental 
commanders. . 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





WASHINGTON, February 21, 1862. 
J. B. Fry, Assistant Adjutant-General, Louisville: 

It will be better for all concerned if you will keep us fully advised 
about matters in Kentucky. The general is embarrassed all the time 
for want of definite information from both Generals Halleck and Buell. 
Your dispatch of to-day was more definite than any yet received from 
either party since they left Washington. This is strictly private. 

A. V. COLBURN. 





BOWLING GREEN, February 21, 1862. 
General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 


I shall start from here to-morrow, and expect to be opposite or near 
Nashville to-morrow night. Move up the river with your gunboats, 
but without exposing them unnecessarily. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier- General. 
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Hpgrs. FouRTH DIVISION, ARMY OF THE OO, 
Paducah, February 21, 1862. 


General D. C. BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Lowisville, Ky.: 


GENERAL: Tarrived here to-day; reported to General Sherman, whom 
I found in command. Immediately four of my regiments were detached 
and sent to Cairo, viz: Thirty-fourth, Forty-third, Forty-sixth, l’orty- 
seventh Indiana Volunteers, leaving me here with six regiments of my 
division, viz: Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers, Viftv-first Ohio Volun- 
teers, Thirty-sixth Indiana, Colonel Ammen, and the Forty-tirst Olio 
Volunteers, Sixth Ohio Volunteers, Sixth Kentucky, Colonel Hazen; 
also I have General Crittenden, with three regiments. One ot the regi- 
ments sent to Cairo was his, viz, the Forty-third Indiana. 

At this rate the Fourth Division of the Ohio will disappear, and I 
will be without a command. 

I have directed the brigadiers to retain the regiments on their reports, 
remarking that they are detached at Cairo. 

It does seem to me that as we were sent here from another depart- 
ment the organization of the brigades and division might have been 
left intact. 

We debark to-morrow morning and go into camp. 

There are nearly 1,000 men of Crittenden’s brigade yet at Calhoun 
that are fit for duty. Will you order them to join their regiments 2 

I sent an order the day before I left Camp Wicklifte to Colonel Wag- 
ner, who is on Green River, to return certain men of the Sixth Ohio 
Volunteers, who were employed repairing arms, to their regiments, in 
order that they might march with it. This Colonel Wagner failed to 
do. I inclose a copy of the order, and beg to request that the men 
whose names are inclosed be ordered to join their regiments. 


Very respecttiully, Ses enter 
: N 
Brigadier- General. 





BowWLIne GREEN, February 21, 1862. 
Captain Fry, Chief of Staff: 


Order Thomas to Louisville by forced marches, to embark for the 
Cumberland. In the mean time get the transports ready, so that there 
shall be no delay. Send all the efficient batteries and Smith’s cavalry 
in the same way. Order my guard forward by railroad to-morrow. 
Come yourself, with all the officers of the staff that I have intended to 
accompany us, as soon as possible. Bring the operator employed te 
accompany me. I will order Wood and Boyle forward. Hurry Bruce 
forward, and direct him to report to General Wood. Send a boat to 
take the battery at Calhoun up the Cumberland, to report to General 
Nelson.. I will send orders to Jackson to march across. Have the 
pontoon bridge sent forward by the first train after the track is laid. 
Send no more wagons beyond the mouth of Salt River until further 
orders. Don’t let these matters delay the railroad bridge. I send a 
dispatch for Halleck. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Hpgrs. First Division, Camp near Bardstown, Ky. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Louisville: 
I have sent back to hurry the regiments up, but the roads from Som- 
erset to Lebanon are in such bad. condition that I doubt if the last 


reginent can get up before Sunday. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General U. S. Volunteers. 





WAR DEPARTMENT, Lebruary 22, 1862. 
Major-General HALLEcK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Your telegram of yesterday,* together with Mr. Scott’s reports, have 
this morning been submitted to the President, who, after full consider- 
ation of the subject, does not think any change in the organization of 
the Army or the military departments at present advisable. He desires 
and expects you and Generai Buell to co-operate fully and zealously 
with each other, and would be glad to know whether there has been 
any failure of co-operation in any particular. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 





LOUISVILLE, February 22, 1862. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: 


General Buell still at Bowling Green. Your messages have been for- 
warded by telegraph to Munfordville, thence by rail to Cave City, and 
thence by swift express to Bowling Green. Telegraph men promise to 
open through to Bowling Green to-morrow. McCook’s division is not 
vet at Bowling Green; has large working parties on the railroad. 
Railroad promises to send train to Barren River on Sunday, but 
MeCook does not think they will sueceed. General Thomas’ division— 
10,000 fighting men—is on the march from Somerset, and is moving by 
Bardstown to keep on the turnpike, dirt roads being impassable. 

The division is scattered, and the head of the column is halted at 
Bardstown, to close up. I ‘telegraphed him to-day that he must hasten 
his rear regiments. He will move south by Bardstown and New Haven 
turnpike. I will spur him again. Boyle’s brigade, about 2,800 fight- 
ing men, is at Glasgow, not assigned to a division. 

Bruce’s brigade, about 2,000 fighting men, good ones, at Munford- 
ville, not assigned to a division. Mitchel reported yesterday that he 
would have a brigade at Franklin to-day; he has a small force at Rus- 
sellville. He has repaired one lccomotive and has it running with a few 
ears from Bowling Green towards Franklin and Russellville. I don’t 
know condition of railroad from Bowling Green down, except that it is 
but little, if any, injured as far down as our cavalry has been—about 
Franklin, and perhaps farther. Good to Russellville; have not heard 
beyond that point. Mitchel’s, McCook’s, Thomas’, and Wood’s divisions, 
and a new division to be formed of Bruce’s and Boyle’s brigades; give 
about 50,000 fighting men for Nashville. 

There is a turnpike from Bowling Green to Nashville; none from 
Bowling Green to Clarksville. Buell is so far beyond telegraph station 
(40 miles), that there is necessarily great delay in his answering your 


dispatches. 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant. General, Chief of "Stag. 


* See p. 655. 
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BOWLING GREEN, February 22, 1862. 


To the COMMANDING OFFICER 
United States Forces, Clarksville: 

Sir: I am marching on Nashville. My advance will probable be 
within 9 miles of that place to-night. Your gunboats should move 
forward instantly. I believe they will meet no serious opposition. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 





LOUISVILLE, February 22, 1862. 
(Receiv ed February 23, 1862.) 


General THOMAS, Bardstown: 

Move for ieniecilc with your whole division, including the First 
Ohio Cavalry, now at Bardstown, by forced marches. Transports will 
be ready for you to embark for the Cumberland. Lose no time. 


By command: 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


ee aneeerl 


LOUISVILLE, February 22, 1862—1 p. m. 
General BUELL, Bowling Green: 

Nothing new. Thomas’ division will be at Bardstown to-morrow. 
Had he not better push on towards Green River? I have ordered 
Jackson’s cavalry and Behr’s battery to march from Calhoun to Bowl- 
ing Green. Jackson knows the country and will get forage. General 
McClellan is impatient, as you will see by his messages. I have tele- 
graphed him twice, giving such information as I thought pertinent. 
Hope you won't go forward without letting me get down. 

JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS, Louisville, February 22, 1862. 
General THOMAS, Bardstown: 
I am directed to urge you to use all possible dispatch in closing your 
divisionsand preparing it for a rapid march. 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


Hpers. First DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Camp near Bardstown, Ky., February 22, 1862. 
Capt. J. B. Fry, Louisville, Ky.: 

I am using every exertion to concentrate my division at this point. 
It rained two days ago as I never saw it rain before. It has done the 
same to-day. Nevertheless I hope all the regiments will reach here 
to-morrow, except, perhaps, Colonel Iry’s Fourth Kentucky, which 
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was left at Somerset to guard the public property until the arrival of 
Landram’s regiment. 
If-forage is provided for me at New Haven by Monday, I can march 
my whole division to Munfordville close up by Wednesday afternoon. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 





Hpers. FourtH DIvIsion, ARMY OF THE OHIO, 
Paducah, February 22, 1862. 
General HALLECK, &c., Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Siz: Under orders from General Buell I came to this point with my 
division to report to you. Finding General Sherman here, I reported 
to him. 

My division consists of the Tenth Brigade, Army of the Ohio, Col. 
J.*Ammen, commanding: Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers, Fifty-first 
Ohio Volunteers, Thirty-sixth Indiana Volunteers, Thirty-fourth In- 
diana Volunteers. Nineteenth Brigade, Colonel Hazen, commanding: 
Forty-fifth Obio Volunteers, Sixth Kentucky Volunteers, Forty-sixth 
Indiana Volunteers, Forty-seventh Indiana Volunteers, and the Sixth 
Ohio Volunteers, attached to Hazen’s. 

Two brigades of Brigadier-General Crittenden were also assigned to 
my command, and I was directed to ask they be reunited in my division. 

General Crittenden is here, with one of his brigades, consisting of the 
Forty-second Indiana Volunteers, Forty-third Indiana Volunteers, Elev- 
enth Kentueky Volunteers, Twenty-sixth Kentucky Volunteers, Colonel 
Jones, commanding. His other brigade is at Fort Donelson. 

Immediately upon my arrival here four of these regiments, viz, Thirty- 
fourth, Forty-sixth, Forty-seventh Indiana, and the lorty-third Indiana, 
the first three from my division and the last one from Crittenden’s, 
were ordered to Cairo. 

I have the honor to request that these regiments be not taken from my 
division, but that, when the exigencies of the service will permit, they 
be sent back to me. 

I have spent two months’ hard labor getting the three regiments of 
mine that are at Cairo into condition, and now that I am moving into 
the presence of the enemy it is not pleasant to have them taken from 
me. 

Very respectfully, | 
WM. NELSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S.—There are also attached to my division and with me here three 
batteries of artillery, under Major Race: Battery F, First Ohio Volun- 
teers; Battery 10, Second Indiana Artillery; Battery 8, Second Indiana 
Artillery; also two companies of Indiana cavalry, commanded by Cap- 
tain Klein. 





GENERAL eg Hpors. Dist. oF WEST TENNESSEE, 
No. 8. Fort Donelson, February 22, 1862. 


Col. M. D. Leggett, Seventy-eighth Ohio Volunteers, is appointed 
acting provost-marshal until a suitable person for the position can be 
designated, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 
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In all cases where it may be deemed necessary to refer to higher 
authority, Brig. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut, second in authority, will be ap- 
pealed to. : 

Tennessee, by her rebellion, having ignored all laws of the United 
States, no courts will be allowed to sit under State authorities, but all 
eases coming within reach of the military arm will be adjudicated by 
the authorities the Government has established within the State. 

Martial law is therefore declared to extend over West Tennessee. 
Whenever a sufficient number of the citizens of the State return to 
their allegiance to maintain law and order over this territory the mili- 
tary restriction here indicated will be removed. 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant : 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 23 [21], 1862. 
E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

One whole week has been lost already by hesitation and delay. There 
was, and I think there still is, a golden opportunity to strike a fatal 
blow, but I can’t do it unless I can control Buell’s army. Iam perfectly 
willing to act as General McClellan dictates or to take any amount of 
respousibility. To succeed we must be prompt. I have explained 
everything to General McClellan and Assistant Secretary Scott. There 
is not a moment to be lost. Give me authority, and I will be responsible 


for results. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 23, 1862. | 


Brigadier-General SHERMAN, Paducah: 
Tlag-Officer Foore, Cairo: 

Allavailable gunboats to be sent to Clarksville, prepared for a move- 
ment up the Cumberland. I think mortar boats will be of little use on 
this expedition. If Commodore Foote agrees with me, let them be sent 
down for defense of Cairo. I am waiting for telegraphic line to be 
opened to Fort Henry, to communicate with General Grant. In the 
mean time tell him that I wish to have about 20,600 men concentrated at 
Clarksville, inelnding Smith’s and Nelson’s divisions. Proper garrisons 
should be detailed for Forts Henry and Donelson. All other forces 
should be encamped opposite Danville bridge, to await further orders. 
Cavalry and field artillery to be ready to move between the two rivers. 
One gunboat to be stationed near Danville bridge. All others not 
required for defense of Cairo to be at Clarksville, ready for service. 
Abundant ammunition to be taken along. See to this. There is a 
ereat and decisive contest awaiting us. Be ready for it. Answer, and 
eive all you know of present state of affairs. Hucouraging news con- 
tinually coming in from the Southwest. 

H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 
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THIRTY-SEVEN MILES FROM NASMVILLE, 
February 23, 1862. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: 

I have endeavored to keep you quite well informed of my plans and 
movements. Thomas’ division was, as I previously informed you, on 
its way to Nashville, via Bardstown, that being the only practicable 
route; but in order to expedite its arrival on Cumberland River and in 
consequence of subsequent developments I ordered it on the 21st instant 
to proceed by forced marches to Louisville and embark. I have also 
ordered some other troops by the same route that could reach Nashville 
sooner that way than by the land. I am moving with one division 
(Mitchel’s), without baggage, by forced marches, on Nashville. My 
pickets are now in front of the city, and but for the destruction of the 
railroad by the heavy rains I should have been there myself to-day 
with the advance. I expect to reach there to-morrow, and by Tuesday 
night or Wednesday expect to have the principal part of the division 
up. Two regiments here, unable to cross the river at Bowling Green in 
consequence of the flood. 

My troops are moving forward everywhere as rapidly as possible. 
The arrival of a steamer at Bowling Green to-day will enable them to 
cross the river rapidly and come up to me soon. I would advise that 
positive instructions be given in regard to the disposition of General 
Halleck’s troops until the work nearest at hand is. disposed of. It 
appears pretty well established that the enemy have mostly retired 
from Nashville, with the determination of making a stand at Mur- 
freesborough. They have burned the bridge at Nashville. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


en) 


THIRTY-SIX MILES FROM NASHVILLE, 
February 23, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN: 
*Nashville all right. Men wearied by excessive marching and toil. 
Before Columbus or Memphis is struck the rebel army of over 40,000 
men in Middle Tennessee should be crushed. To do this safely a little 
time must be given. Large detachments we believe, from rumors that 
reach us, have left Manassas; of the truth of which you of course know. 
Generals Buell and Halleck can effect the capture or surrender of 
Columbus and Memphis as easily as they have secured the other im- 
portant positions of the enemy. Give them help in the shape of good 
soldiers and you are certain to achieve great results. 
THOMAS A. SCOTT, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


oad 





LOUISVILLE, February 23, 1862—2 a. m. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN, Washington: 

General Buell telegraphs General Halleck that he will be opposite 
or near Nashville to-morrow night, and asks General Halleck to move 
up the river with his gunboats, but without exposing them unnecessa- 
rily. I don’t know what force General Buell moves with, but presume 
it is Mitchel’s and McCook’s divisions. He has ordered forward Wood’s 
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division and Boyle’s and Bruce’s brigades. Thomas’ division from Bards- 
town comes to Louisville by forced marches. He should be here in two 
days, and will embark at once and proceed up the Cumberland. This 
puts the entire fighting force en route for Nashville. I will complete 
the arrangements and orders for Thomas’ division this morning, and 
with the staff and outfit for the field will join General Buell. He 
gives me no information with reference to the enemy. 

The work on the railroad is not completed, and the general sent to 
Louisville to-day for material for Barren River bridge. I presume he 
intends to transfer his operations from the Louisville line to the line 
of the Cumberland, striking the latter near Nashville instead of at 
Clarksville. 

Thomas should join by the river in six days, provided he moves more 
rapidly than heretofore. 

JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


LOUISVILLE, February 23, 1862—8 p. m. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN, Washington: 

I have heard nothing from General Buell to-day. 

The boats are coming in for Thomas’ division. He will not be here 
until Tuesday. Have ordered him to embark Tuesday night. The staff, 
one company of cavalry, and two companies of Sixteenth United States 
Infantry move at 12 m. to-morrow on steamer Prioress; four com- 
panies of Eighteenth United States Infantry and two companies United 
States cavalry move at 8 a. m. to-morrow on steamer Iitzhugh. Three 
field and one rifle siege battery, being in addition to the batteries of 
divisions, go on board to-morrow. All these will precede Thomas’ divis- 
ion, and hope to join General Buell on the Cumberland near Nashville 
in forty hours. 

Railroad repairs between Cave City and Bowling Green progress 
slowly. It was promised a train should go to Barren River to-day; it 
cannot be done before Wednesday. Telegraph through to Bowling 
Green. 

One regiment here en route to General Halleck, and another coming 
down between here and Cincinnati. 

Captain Greene, assistant adjutant-general, with department records, 
remains in Louisville. 

JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


LOUISVILLE, February 23, 1862. 


General HALLECK, Saint Louis: | 

General Buell wants boats to transport a large division up the Cum- 
berland River. Send all the large Ohio River boats from Cairo, Padu- 
eah, and Smithland to Louisville, so that they will reach here to-morrow 
night. Our large boats are all down the river, and we can’t move till 


they come up. 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
42 R R—VOL VII 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI 
Saint Louis, February 23, 1862. 
J. B. Fry, Assistant Adjutant-General, Louisville, Ky.: 

I cannot understand how you can want boats sent to Louisville to 
transport troops up the Cumberland. We have no transports to spare. 
On the contrary, I have asked Assistant Secretary Scott to send down 
all he can spare from the Ohio. 

H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 


Carro, February 23, 1862. 
General BUELL: 
Just returned from an armed reconnaissance of Columbus, which is 
not evacuated. Was within less than 2 miles of river batteries. 
G. W. CULLUM, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., February 23, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Commanding First Division: , 

Str: The general commanding the department directs that your 
division move to Louisville by foreed marches and embark without 
delay for the Cumberland River. Colonel Swords, assistant quarter- 
master-general, 1s instructed to have boats in readiness for you. 

The general directs that you embark your division and form a june- 
tion with him near Nashville with all possible dispatch. He is moving 
by forced marches from Bowling Green. 

Major-General Halleck has been requested to send the gunboats up 
the Cumberland in advance of your arrival, so as to render the river 
secure. It would be well for you to inform yourself at Fort Donelson 
and Clarksville in relation to the whereabouts and movements of the 
gunboats. As the enemy has abandoned Clarksville, it is presumed 
he has gone to Nashville, and that the river is open to the vicinity of 
that city. Supplies have been ordered to be put on board your trans- 
ports. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, | 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


ooo 


HEADQUART RS, : 
Lowsville, February 23, 1862—10 o’clock. 
General THomMAsS, Bardstown: | 
Have you received my telegraph of 22d to move to Louisville by 
forced march? When will you be here? Answer. Let the First Ohio 
Cavalry come through at once and get aboard. 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS First Division, DEPT. OF THE OHIO, 
Camp near Bardstown, Ky., February 23, 1862—12 m. 


Capt. J. B. Fry, Louisville, Ky.: 


I have just received your telegram. I will send orders to the First 
Ohio Cavalry immediately. I will move to-morrow morning, and if the 
roads are in good order hope to be in Louisville Tuesday by noon, with 
the whole of my division except Colonel Fry’s regiment, which remained 
at Somerset as a guard, and has not yet got up. He will probably 
arrive on Wednesday. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding U. 8. Volunteers. 





FEBRUARY 23-25. 


Col. J. Ammen’s diary of movement from Paducah, Ky., to Nashville, 
Tenn. 


[Extracts. ] 


February 23.—Our fleet [at Paducah] has orders to raise steam to 
follow the Diana, the flag-boat and headquarters of General Nelson; 
destination not named. Eight a. m. the Diana starts up the Ohio; 
the other boats follow at intervals. Diana steams up the Cumber- 
land; other boats follow; and now we conclude that this division 1s 
bound for Tennessee—Nashville, &c. Pass Fort Donelson in the night; 
do not stop. 

Land at Clarksville, Tenn.,. about 8 a.m., 24th. Call on my old friend 
and brave soldier General C. F. Smith, who is in command at Clarks- 
ville. In 1837 we were stationed at the same post, lieutenants U. S. 
Artillery, and have not met since that time until this morning. We 
both forgot that we are growing old, and met as young lieutenants of 
the Regular Army. 

February 24.—About noon the Diana steamed up the Cumberland, 
and the Woodward followed near; the other boats started in turn. 
The river is high, the night dark, and the rebels may have batteries 
on the banks as they had below. We proceed slowly and with cau- 
tion; one gunboat in advance, just before the Diana. The boats run 
against the trees in the dark; no serious injury. On we go, and would 
not be surprised to receive a shot from shore. 

February 25.—Dawn; something like a battery on the bank a mile or 
more up the river is observed. The Woodward is signaled to come up 
to the Diana. General Nelson orders me to land with some companies 
and make a reconnaissance. When we reached the battery (Fort Zolli- 
cofter, 5 miles below Nashville) the rebels had deserted the place. The 
tires had not yet completed their work of burning gun-carriages, We. 
Twelve large cannon dismounted ; four 6-pounders, all spiked; cannon- 
alls and shells in large quantities and railroad iron; fort leveled. 
After this examination we proceeded to the city and the Tenth Bri- 
eade took position on the public square. General Nelson crossed the 
river to meet General Buell, Mitchel, &e., and remained absent until 
towards evening. I was the senior officer in Nashville. 

About noon the mayor, &c., called on me to furnish them a pass to 
General Buell, to enable them to ask for terms of surrender. The rebel 
forces retired as we entered Nashville. Some of our troops occupied 
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positionson the suburbs. During the day many persons called on me 
and professed that they always had been Union men; told who were 
rebels, &c.; mutually accused each other; and some informed me where 
Confederate provisions and clothing had been stored. The places were 
examined, and tons of salt pork were found, flour, forage, &c., but not 
much clothing. The manufactory for small-arms and the material in the 
building were taken possession of. 

In the evening we marched to a large spring near the Fair Grounds, 
east side of the city. Troops are crossing the river and taking position 
on the different roads. There are some good Union men, but many 
more rebels; not a few that were pressed into the rebel service, asthey 


claim. Hard to believe all they say. 
* * 


* % * * * 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 24, 1862. 


EK. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War, Washington: 

If itis thought that the present arrangement is best for the public 
service, I have nothing to say. I have done my duty in making the 
suggestions, and leave it to my superiors to adopt or reject them. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


LOUISVILLE, February 24, 1862—9 a, m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN: 


Barren and Green Rivers very high. Boats up to Bowling Green 
this morning. Telegrams from Bowling Green, from which I learn that 
General Buell has only General Mitchel’s division with him. 

McCook finds difficulty in crossing Barren River on account of the 
high water. Have no reliable news whatever from the enemy. 

JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 


WASHINGTON, February 24, 1862—9.30 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville, Ky. : 

[ have requested Halleck to give you all the aid in his power in your 
operations on Nashville. When we have gained that, where will enemy 
make his next stand? The possession of railway junctions near Chatta- 
nooga would seem to be of next importance. Decatur can probably 
best be taken by moving up Tennessee River. After we have gained 
Nashville and can see our way to holding Chattanooga we must get 
possession of Columbus and Memphis. Cannot Garfield reach the 
Virginia and Tennessee Railway near Abingdon? We must not lose 
sight of Eastern Tennessee. Communicate frequently- 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding U. S. Army. 
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington; February 24, 1862—9.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALieck, Saint Louis: 


General Cullum’s telegram in regard to reconnaissance. of Columbus 
received. Buell will be in front of Nashville to-morrow evening. Best 
co-operate with him to the full extent of your power, to secure Nashville 
beyond a doubt; then by a combined movement of troops and gun- 
boats seize Decatur. Buell will be directed to occupy and hold in force 
the railroad junctions in vicinity of Chattanooga and to re-establish the 
railroads from Nashville to Decatur and Stevenson. This will very 
nearly isolate A. 8. Johnston from Richmond. 

The next move should be either a direct march in force upon the 
rear of Memphis or else first upon the communications and rear of Co- 
lumbus, depending entirely on the strength and movements of the 
rebels. In the mean time it would be well to amuse the garrison of 
Columbus with our mortar boats as soon as a sufficient number of them 
can be spared, with gunboats, from the Tennessee and Cumberland 
Rivers. ; 

The early possession of Humboldt in force is of importance, but should 
not be undertaken until Nashville is securely ours. 

The possession of Grand Junction will complete the isolation of the 
rebels. It may be better to occupy Corinth instead of Decatur after 
Chattanooga is firrhly in our possession. Please communicate fully and 
frequently. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding U. 8. Army. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 24, 1862. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo, Ill.: 


The reason that Cairo has no blanks is that no requisitions have been — 
made. There is a screw loose in that command. It had better be fixed 
pretty soon, or the command will hear from me. Nashville has been 
abandoned. General Buell marches in this afternoon without Opposi- 
tion. Tbis enables me to withdraw my column from the Cumberland. 
I was holding the Cumberland forces to await Buell’s movements. All 
O. K.; and now for a decisive movement. Tell Flag-Officer Foote not 
to move till I give him further orders. The sending of steamers to 
General Buell was all wrong. It disconcerted my plans. You should 
not have done it without my orders. If you can stop them by telegraph, 
do so, and order them to rendezvous at Padueah. You are too fast at 
Cairo. Consult me before you order any other movement. I have held 
everything in check till I could have positive information about the 
abandonment of Nashville. It is now certain. . 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS FouURTH DIVISION, 
Steamer Diana, February 24, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. 8S. Volunteers: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose the consolidated morning 
report of Fourth Division, Army of the Department of the Ohio, for 
February 2, 1562. 
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Since this report was made the remaining three companies of the 
Thirty-fourth Indiana and the remaining three companies of the Forty- 
sixth Indiana have left the division for Cairo. Four regiments of this 
division have been detached for duty at Cairo. 

The aggregate of infantry present with the division is now 5,947. 

I have the honor to inclose a report of the ammunition, &c., with the 
division. 

This report does not include the ammunition train which went to 
Cairo on boat with troops and has not yet been allowed to return. The 
circumstances are fully set forth in an accompanying letter. 

I have the honor also to inclose lists of the officers under my com- 
mand.* 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. NELSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
Fort Donelson, February 24, 1862. 
General G. W. CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff, Department of the Missouri, Cairo, Lll.: 


GENERAL: Inclosed I send you a dispatch from General Buell, sent 
through to Clarksville yesterday.t As requested, dhe gunboats have 
gone up to Nashville. The mortar boats Iam sending back to Cairo, 
because it would be with great difficulty they could be got to Nashville 
and could be of no service there. Yesterday a steamer was down from 
Nashville with quite a delegation of the citizens. Their ostensible ob- 
ject was to bring surgeons to attend their wounded at Clarksville—real 
object, probably, to have some assurance that their property would be 
protected. Johnston, with his army, has fallen back to Murfreesbor- 
ough, first destroying all bridges, commissary stores, and such artillery 
as could not be carried along. The troops wanted to destroy the city, 
but were restrained by the citizens and a speech from Pillow. 

I have just returned from Clarksville, where I arrived last evening 
some hours after the departure of the Nashville delegation and gunboat 
Cairo. General Nelson reported to-day with his division. I forwarded 
them immediately to Nashville, with verbal instructions, to have tbe 
men under wholesome restraint, and written instructions, a copy of 
which is herewith accompanying. 

I have only sent four small regiments to Clarksville, and do not pro- 
pose sending more until I know the pleasure of General Halleck on the 
subject. A large garrison is not required. 

General C. F. Smith is in command at Clarksville. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 
{Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
Fort Donelson, February 24, 1862. 
General NELSON, 
Commanding Division, Department of the Ohio: 
GENERAL: You will proceed with the division under your command 
to Nashville, Tenn., keeping in rear of the gunboat Carondelet with all 
your transports. 


* No inclosures found. t Not found. 


Ld 
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From Nashville you will put yourself in immediate communication 
with General Buell, and if you find that his command is not within two 
days’ march of you, your command will not debark, but fall back down 
the river some miles on the transports, and remain to form a junction 
with General Buell when he does arrive. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


ee 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Brownlow, Piketon, Ky., February 24, 1862. 


Capt. J. B. Fry, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


DEAR Srr: I arrived here on the 22d instant, having already sent 
forward the Twenty-second Kentucky, the Fortieth Ohio, most of the 
Forty-second Ohio, and one company of McLaughlin’s squadron of cav- 
alry. The other company of the squadron is water-bound at Preston- 
burg. 

The river was already swollen by the recent rains, and on the morn- 
ing of the 22d the rain began to fall in torrents and continued all day. 
Toward evening the river began to rise with great rapidity. 

During the night we moved our stores to the highest point in the 
village. By daylight of the next morning the river had risen nearly 60 
feet from its lowest water-mark. Two steamers were riding in the 
principal streets. The river was rushing with fearful current over the 
whole village. Our losses have been very serious. The tents and camp 
equipage of the Fortieth Ohio were nearly all submerged, and many 
were swept away. A very large quantity of commissary and quarter- 
master stores were lost and much that was saved was seriously dam- 
aged. The citizens here have suffered fearfully. 

The steam saw-mill and flour-mill in this place, the only one in the 
county, was carried away, and I am supplying from the Government 
stores the few families until they can fall back upon the charities of 
their neighbors. We have large quantities of stores at Paintville and 
Louisa, which I fear also have suffered injury. I greatly regret that 
the Government has suffered the loss of any property in my charge, but 
I am sure that no ordinary foresight could have provided against it in 
this instance. | 

Our stores were 10 feet above the highest floods of the season before 
we moved them. 

Thirty-five years ago the water rose into the village, which was the 
highest rise ever known in this valley. This flood was several feet 
higher. 

We are now saving all we can from the devastation as the water goes 
down and are endeavoring to ascertain the extent of our loss. 

Colonel Marshall’s regiment has reached Ashland, and will move up 
the river as soon as the water will permit. 

On the approach of the brigade to this point the remnant of Mar- 
shall’s force is reported to have evacuated Whitesburg and retreated 
through Sounding Gap. There is said to be a considerable force now 
there on the summit of the Cumberland, where they have fortified them- 
selves. 

As soon as I can retrieve our losses by the flood I shall send forward 
a corp, of observation. 
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Our scouts have already been forward 18 mi‘es and find no enemy. 
I have left the Fourteenth Kentucky at Paintville to guard stores and 
protect our communication with the Ohio. 

The acting brigade quartermaster is greatly in need of funds. His 
requisitions were sent to headquarters several weeks ago, but he has 
not yet received a remittance. 

Very respectfully, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 





FEBRUARY 25, 1862—4 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville: 

If it is true that the rebels have abandoned Nashville and have fallen 
back on Murfreesborough to make a stand, it will be necessary to make 
our next movement with great caution. Give me the number of troops 
you can concentrate on Murfreesborough, independently of Halleck’s 
troops. This is necessary, that I may be able to arrange that co-opera- 
tion between Halleck’s troops and your own that is absolutely neces- 
sary to insure ultimate success. In this statement give number of guns 
and cavalry. By all means take steps to hold Nashville securely. 
What have you from the Knoxville column? I hope soon to hear that 
it has reached the railroad. Can Garfield also reach the railroad? 
How long will it take you to be in front of Murfreesborough with all 
your available force? 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding U.S. Army. 





FEBRUARY 25, 1862—4 p.m. 
Maj. Geo. H. W. HALLECK, Saint Louis: 


If it is true that the rebels have evacuated Nashville and intend 
fighting at Murfreesborough, our next movement must be made cau- 
tiously. Give me the number of your troops available on that line, 
independently of any of Buell’s troops, stating number of guns and 
cavalry. Until L receive this statement I cannot decide whether we 
should turn Murfreesborough by line of Tennessee River or whether 
we can undertake that simultaneously with a movement to turn Co- 
lumbus and seize Memphis. 

For how long can we count upon the use of the Tennessee River for 
our gunboats? 

I think our mortar boats, well protected by gunboats, should begin 
to annoy Columbus just as soon as we are ready to advance again. 
What information have you about Randolph or any other fortified 
- points between Columbus and Memphis? 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding U.S. Army. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., February 25—8 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Saint Louis: 
I learn from telegraph of Commodore Foote to the Navy Department 
that you have ordered that no gunboats go above Nashville. I think 


é 
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it may greatly facilitate Buell’s operations to send a couple, at least, 
of the lighter ones to Nashville. Captain Maynadier, Tenth Infantry, 
will be ordered to Commodore Foote, at his request, as his ordnance 
officer for mortar boats. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





CAIRO, ILu., February 25, 1862. 


Major-General HALLECK: 

If we send four gunboats up the rivers Tennessee and Cumberland, 
as you direct, and having two to repair, extensively, on the ways, at 
Mound City, and the Benton not being ready before next week, this, 
superadded to the rebels planting guns to bear on the mortar boats, 
if we should shell them now, before the final attack, would seem to 
render it impracticable to do anything until next week. The new and 
bad men sent us from the East, with the crippled condition of the gun- 
boats, also render an earlier attack or even demonstration on Co- 
lumbus, in my judgment, injudicious. 

A. H. FOOTE, 


F'lag- Officer. 


PADUCAH, February 25, 1862. 
General HALLECK: 


Colonel Callender passed down without my seeing him. There are 
eight unarmed Obio regiments here. Expect General Sherman back 
this evening. Have sent your telegraphs to General Grant by steamer 
Hastings an hour ago, and as well by Conestoga this moment. All 
fleeing from Weakley County, Tennessee, to escape impressment. Since 
Governor’s message 17 have arrived in Mayfield to-day, making their 
way to Paducah. They say there are 1,200 Union men in that county. 
The cavalry force burned everything at Camp Beauregard—private 
houses as well as their own huts. The trees are all felled across Bland- 
ville road, but the bridge is left for their own convenience. They are 
destroyed on all the other roads. The cars run down to the end of the 
road, but they blew up the locomotives. 

D. STUART, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Zz 


Cairo, February 25, 1862. 
General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 

Sir: Our telegraphic wires being down, and being possessed of 
Memphis papers of the 18th, announcing in emphatic terms an inten- 
tion to evacuate Columbus, I came down to see General Cullum, that 
the place should be so watched as to prevent the removal of their 
heavy ordnance. 

I herewith send you these papers, which I had given to Colonel Thom, 
who was to have gone up this morning, but did not get off. I think 
these papers will convince you that the intention to evacuate Columbus 
has been made public. My scouting party went to Mayfield, Milburn, 
and some 9 miles towards Columbus. At Milburn they encountered a 
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scout of 15 cavalry, who fled towards Columbus. They heard that a 
cavalry force was between Milburn and Columbus about 2,000 strong. 
A man was employed to go into Columbus and to meet a messenger 
from Paducah to-morrow night. Lieutenant-Colonel Hogg, of the 
Second Illinois, who commanded the party, is certain that by to-mor- 
row night he will have positive information from Columbus. 

I send these papers, that you may adopt such measure as you may 
think proper to prevent the removal of the guns at Columbus. The 
road between Paducah and Columbus is very bad, the valley of May- 
field Creek being flooded and bridges destroyed. The Paducah Rail- 
road is destroyed below Little Obion River. 

Tam, &¢., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





Carro, February 25, 1862. 
General HALLECK: 

I start for Paducah. I send important newspapers from Memphis 
by Colonel Thom. On consultation with General Cullum, I shall stop 
all troops coming down the Ohio at Paducah. Shall proceed to bri- 
gade the regiments. My opinion is that General Polk has ordered the 
evacuation of Columbus, but he is figuring to save his guns. Can any- 
thing be done to prevent the removal of the guns by threatening the 
railroad to his rear in force? 

‘an you order Captain Dodds, quartermaster at Benton Barracks, to 
Paducah? 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
Fort Donelson, February 25, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. G. W. CuLLum, Cairo, Lll.: 

I wrote you that General Nelson’s division had been sent to Nash- 
ville. Since that I have learned that the head of General Buell’s col- 
umn arrived there on Monday evening. The rebels have fallen back 
to Chattanooga, instead of Murfreesborough, as stated in a former 
letter. I shall go to Nashville immediately after the arrival of the 
next mail, should there be no orders to prevent it. 

The soldiers of the Eighth Missouri Volunteers who were disguised 
and sent to Memphis have just returned. They went by the way of 
Nashville and Decatur. Saw Beauregard at Decatur sick; he has 
since gone to Columbus. They were in Fort Donelson before the 
attack commenced, and say the torce was estimated at 40,000. 
~ Since the battle the people through the country are much ‘disposed 
to return to their allegiance. Orders have been given for the evacua- 
tion of Columbus. This I learn not only from the men themselves, but 
from Memphis papers which they bring with them. I send two of 
these papers to General Halleck. Iam growing anxious to know what 
the next move is going to be. The Southern papers advise the Colum- 
bus forces to fall back on Island No. 10 and to Fort Pillow. The force 
at Memphis is said to be about 12,000. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
Fort Donelson, February 25, 1862. 
General WILLIAM T. SHERMAN, 
Commanding District of Cairo, Paducah, Ky.: 

Your letter of the 23d,* asking what disposition I will have made of 
large re-enforcements now on their way, is just received. Ido not know 
what work General Halleck intends me to do next, therefore cannot 
say where it is best to have them. Probably they had better remain 
at Paducah until further orders are received from headquarters of the 
department. 

Our troops are now occupying Nashville. The rebels have fallen 
back to Chattanooga, only 3 miles from Georgia State line. 

Two soldiers from the Eighth Missouri Regiment, who were sent as 
spies, have just returned from Memphis. They describe the feelings 
of the people as much inclined to return to their allegiance. 

Orders have been given for the evacuation of Columbus. This I get 
not only from the men themselves, but from a Memphis paper of the 
19th, which they bring with them. 

There is a detachment of troops belonging to my command at Hen- 
derson, Ky., which there can be no further use of detaining there. If 
you have an opportunity of having them transported, I would like them 
to join their regiments. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL aaa Hpqgrs. Dist. OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
No. 12. Fort Donelson, February 25, 1862. 

Soldiers are positively forbid going beyond the line of sentinels out- 
side the intrenchments. 

The general commanding is again obliged to call the attention of 
division, brigade, and regimental commanders to orders restraining 
their men from committing depredations upon private property. 

Such restrictions must be placed upon the actions of the men of this 
command as to prevent complaints in future of their killing stock or 
depredating in any manner. 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





Saint Lovis, February 25, 1862. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo, and 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM T. SHERMAN, 
Commanding District of Cairo, Paducah, Ky.: 

The possession of Nashville by General Buell renders it necessary to 
countermand the order sent to Foote and Sherman yesterday morning, 
dated 23d. Grant will send no more troops to Clarksville. General 
Smith’s division will come to Fort Henry or a point higher up on the 
Tennessee River. Transports will also be collected at Paducah and 
above. All the mortar boats to be immediately brought back to Cairo. 


7 * Not found. 
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Two gunboats to be left on the Cumberland, at Clarksville, to precede 
Nelson’s division up the river to Nashville. Having done this, they 
will return to Cairo. Two gunboats in Tennessee River with General 
Grant. The latter will immediately have small garrisons detailed for 
Forts Donelson and Henry and all other forces made ready for the 
field. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 
(Copy to General Grant from General Sherman.) 


ES 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 26, 1862. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo, Ill. : 


Send to Paducah transports sufficient to move Grant’s army up either 
the Cuinberland or Tennessee. Accounts of Johnston’s movements are 
very conflicting, and we must be ready for any contingency. As soon 
as we know positively where he is a movement will be made. Extend 
the railroad to Bertrand and a wagon road to Sikesville [Sikeston]. 
General Pope was to occupy the latter place to-day. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


SSD 


GENERAL oe Hpgrs. Dist. OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
No. 14. Fort Donelson, February 26, 1862. 


General Orders, No. 3, of the series of 1861, from headquarters De- 
partment of the Missouri, are still in force, and must be observed. 

The number of citizens who are applying for permission to pass 
through the camps to look for their fugitive slaves proves the neces- 
sity of the order and its faithful observance. Such permits cannot be 
granted; therefore the great necessity of keeping out fugitives. Such 
slaves aS were within the lines at the time of the capture of Fort Don- 
elson and such as have been used by the enemy in building the fortifi- 
cations, or in any way hostile to the Government, will not be released 
or permitted to return to their masters, but will be employed in the 
quartermaster’s department, for the benefit of Government. 

All officers and companies now keepitig slaves so captured will im- 
mediately report them to the district quartermaster. Regimental com- 
manders will be held accountable for all violations of this order within 
their respective commands. 

By order of Brig. Gen. U. 8. Grant, commanding: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generat. 





NASHVILLE, TENN., February 26, 1862. 


Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 


I entered Nashville yesterday with a small force. It is insufficient, 
the enemy being only 30 miles distant, in greatly superior numbers; but 
I was compelled to it by the landing of a portion of the troops, con- 
trary to my intentions. I have sent steamers to bring up the troops at 
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Clarksville, deeming it of vital importance that we should be re-en- 
foreed at an earlier day than my own troops can arrive. Steamers 
coming up should bring a full supply of fuel. None can be had on the 
river or here. Please let ne know at onee what your information is of 
the movements of the enemy. It is stated, on seemingly good authority, 
that the enemy has evacuated Columbus or is doing so. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpors. DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
No. 134. Nashville, Tenn., February 26, 1862. 

The general commanding congratulates his troops that it has been 
their privilege to restore the national banner to the capital of Tennes- 
see, He believes that thousands of hearts in every part of the State 
will swell with joy to see that honored flag reinstated in a position from 
which it was removed in the excitement and folly of an evil hour; that 
the voice of her own people will soon proclaim its welcome, and that 
their manhood and patriotism will protect and perpetuate it. 

The general does not deem it necessary, though the occasion is a fit 
one, to remind his troops of the rule of conduct they have hitherto ob- 
served and are still to pursue. We are in arms, not for the purpose of 
invading the rights of our fellow-countrymen anywhere, but to maintain 
the integrity of the Union and protect the Constitution under which its 
people have been prosperous and happy. We cannot, therefore, look 
with indifference on any conduct which is designed to give aid and 
comfort to those who are endeavoring to defeat these objects; but the 
action to be taken in such cases rests with certain authorized persons, 
and is not to be assumed by individual officers or soldiers. Peaceable 
citizens are not to be molested in their persons. or property. Any 
wrones to either are to be promptly corrected and the offenders brought 
to punishment. To this end all persons are desired to make complaint 
to the immediate commander of officers or soldiers so offending, and if 
justice be not done promptly, then to the next commander, and so on 
until the wrong is redressed. If the necessities of the public service 
should require the use of private property for public purposes, fair com- 
pensation is to be allowed. No such appropriation of private property 
is to be made except by the authority of the highest commander pres- 
ent, and any other officer or soldier who shall presume to exercise such 
privilege shall be brought to trial. Soldiers are forbidden to enter the 
residences or grounds of citizens on any plea without authority. 

No arrests ave to be made without the authority of the commanding 
general, except in case of actual offense against the authority of the 
Government; and in all such cases the fact and circumstances will im- 
mediately be reported in writing to headquarters through the interme- 
diate commanders. | 

The general reminds his officers that the most frequent depredations 
are those which are committed by worthless characters, who stragegle 
from the ranks on the plea of being unable to march; and where the in- 
ability really exists, it will be found in most instances that the soldier 
has overloaded himself with useless and unauthorized articles. The 
orders already published on this subject must be enforced. 

The condition and behavior of a corps are sure indications of the effi- 
ciency and fitness of its officers. If any regiment shall be found to dis- 
regard that propriety of conduct which belongs to soldiers as well as 
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citizens, they must not expect to occupy the posts of honor, but may 
rest assured that they will be placed in positions where they cannot 
bring shame on their comrades and the cause they are engaged in. 
The Government supplies with liberality all the wants of the soldier. 
The occasional deprivations and hardships incident to rapid marches 
must be borne with patience and fortitude. Any officer who neglects 
to provide properly for his troops or separates himself from them to 
seek his own comfort will be held to a rigid accountability. 
By command of General Buell: ; 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 27, 1862. 
Brigadier-General SHERMAN, Paducah : 

I want transports enough in readiness to move Generai Grant’s 
available forces. I am only waiting to learn the positions of Buell and 
Johnston. Take forcibly, if necessary. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





PapucanH, February 27, 1862. 
General HALLECK: 

There is no doubt Buell is at Nashville. It is reported that Sidney 
Johnston has moved towards Chattanooga. Columbus is still oceu- 
pied by General Polk. Beauregard at Jackson, Tenn., sick. I have 
telegraphed to General Cullum for ten boats, and will stop those best 
adapted to the service till I have in all twenty boats. Ought they not 
be loaded in part with provisions and forage? I estimate Grant’s force 
at 25,000 men. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS District OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
Nashville, February 27, 1862. 
General D. C. BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio: 

I have been in the city since an early hour this morning, anxious and 
expecting to see you. When I first arrived I understood that you were 
to be over to-day, but it is now growing too late for me to remain longer. 

If I could see the necessity of more troops here I would be most 
happy to supply them. My own impression is, however, that the 
enemy are not far north of the Tennessee line. I was alxious to know 
what information you might have on the subject. 

General Smith will be here this evening, with probably 2,000 men, 
as requested by you, and should still more be required, address ine at 
Clarksville. To-night I shall return to Eort Donelson, but will take 
up my headquarters at Clarksville the next day. 

Should you deem the command under General Smith unnecessary to 
your security, I request that they be ordered back. 
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I am in daily expectation of orders that will require all my available 


force. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


ee 


NASHVILLE, February 28, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN: 


By means of the steamers which were got above the broken lock on 
Green River a bridge has been established at Bowling Green, which 
will enable the troops to pass without detention, and we shall soon be 
here in force. McCook’s division will begin to reach the Cumberland 
to-morrow. General Wood’s division will be up as fast as we can cross 
them. Thomas’ division, coming up the Cumberland, will, I think, begin 
to arrive to-night. Our transportation is coming partly by land and 
partly by water. It will not get up as soon as the troops. Our out- 
posts are some 10 miles ont on the Murfreesborough road. 

I have a report to-day that the enemy is retreating toward the Ten- 
nessee. I shall advance as soon as we can move. In the mean time 
will determine the manner and direction. It is stated to me quite 
confidentially that Columbus is being evacuated and the enemy con- 
centrating in the direction of Chattanooga, but I have no means of 
verifying it. 

I have reason to hope that a great change will take place speedily in 
the attitude of the Tennesseeans, in both the manner of the military and 
political policy to be observed. As a matter of great importance and 
delicacy, I would advise you to use all the means you have to induce 
the President to pursue a lenient course, and as far as possible to recon- 
Struct the machinery of the General Government out of material here, 
of which an abundance can be found that is truly loyal, though for 
some time overpowered and silenced. Deference to the recommenda- 
tions of the most reliable Union people here would be advisable. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 28, 1862—9 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Nashville: 


Nelson’s division and two gunboats were ordered up from Clarksville 
some days ago, and [ think they must now be with you. I will imme- 
diately order another division. One gunboat should be sent back to 
escort it up the river. Columbus is not evacuated. It has been re-en- 
forced. They are mounting more guns there and on Island No. 10. 
I am now turning it by New Madrid. Yours of the 26th just received. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 28, 1862—9.30 a. m. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN, Washington: 


I have just received the first dispatch from General Buell for a whole 
week. It was dated the 26th, saying that he occupied Nashville on the 
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25th. Two gunboats and Nelson’s division have probably reached him 
by this time. I will send Crittenden’s division as soon as a gunboat 
returns to escort it. Had I not better immediately move General Grant, 
with cavalry and light artillery, up the Tennessee, and endeavor to de- 
stroy the railroad connections at Corinth, Jackson, and Humboldt? 
I require very little cavalry and light artillery for Pope’s expedition. 
They can be easily spared. 1 have transports all ready at Paducah. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


The enemy is mounting additional guns at Columbus and is fortify- 
ing Island No. 10. 


——— 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Nashville, Tenn., February 28, 1862. 


Mr. A. H. MARKLAND, 
Special Mail Agent: 
Str: I am directed by the general commanding to request that you 
will at once take charge of the post office in this city, and take such 
means as will open the mails at the earliest possible moment. 
Very respecttully, 


J. M. WRIGHT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 





QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington City, February 28, 1862. 
To the PRESIDENT: 

Sir: I have thought much lately upon the results of our experi- 
mental gunboats on the Western rivers. They have done even better 
than I had hoped, and it appears to me that the experience thus far 
gained may be made available for important operations. 

I have a letter from Mr. Theodore Adams, builder of the Essex and 
of the mortar boats. I requested him at Cairo to examine the gunboats 
returned from Fort Donelson, and inquire particularly as to the effect 
of the fire-of the batteries upon the iron plating. 

From the newspaper reports and from a letter of Captain Wise, the 
quartermaster of the Flotilla, and from Mr. Adams’ letter, I reached 
the following conclusions: 

The only guns used in these river attacks are the bow guns. 

The broadside guns are serviceable as a reserve to replace a disabled 
bow gun, as in case of the bursting of a rifle on the Carondelet. 

No shot heavier than a 32-pounder ball, except a 64-pounder rifle shell, 
struck the iron plating of the forward bulkhead, which is inclined at 
an angle of 45 degrees. ; 

The only effect of the shots which did strike the iron plating was to 
dent it and glance off without injury. 

The 64-pounder rifle shell which wounded Captain Foote and killed 
a pilot passed through the pilot-house, which it struck at a high angle, 
and which was sheathed with iron only 14 inches thick. 

The Essex is sheathed on the broadside with #-inch iron only, on 
heavy timber. Keeping bows on to the battery, the shot which struck 
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her sides struck of course obliquely and then glanced off without 
penetrating the #-inch plate. 

Should a vessel intended to work in a rapid river, stream, or tide- 
way be repulsed, she can back out, as the gunboats disabled at Fort 
Donelson did, still exposing only her bows. 

I infer from these results that a boat constructed as sketched below 
would be very powerful, sufficiently protected, and, drawing little water, 
able, taking advantage of the tides, to pass through the inland passages 
on the Southern coast from Fernandina to Charleston, and that three 
of them, mounting, say, four bow guns each, to be 11-inch, 10-inch shell 
guns or heavy rifles, old 32 or 42 pounder rifled, would give a battery 
of 12 guns, able to meet and destroy any hastily-erected battery on the 
low shores of the Southern inlets; drawing only 33 to 4 feet of water, 
able to visit every town on the coast intersected by an inlet not abso- 
lutely bare at half tide. 

The 11-inch shells are a most powerful engine of destruction for close 
quarters, at which these vessels would terminate their fight, but the 
rifled 32 and 42 pounder shells have a penetrating power enabling them 
to pass through parapets of light earth of the thickness ordinarily used 
and an accuracy of fire enabling them to be thrown into the wide-mouthed 
embrasures of any earthen battery. 

These boats are supposed to be sheathed on the bow, which can be 
struck only very obliquely, with 14-inch iron or with iron bars, while 
the bulkhead covering their batteries is of 24-inch iron, as used on 
the Western rivers. No other armor is necessary. 

The weight borne at the widest part of the boats is not very great, and 
by being well braced, the length can be made sufficient to give buoy- 
ancy and preserve a light draught. 

There is, if I read the Coast Survey map aright, a channel through 
which such boats could, removing obstructions, pass into Charleston 
Harbor above Fort Sumter, and a threat to lay Charleston in ashes 
would probably procure the evacuation of Sumter, certainly that of 
Charleston and the blockade of Sumter. 

I have spoken with the Secretary of the Navy on this subject, and he 
authorized me to speak to you about it. 

The Western rolling-mills have now practice in preparing this iron, 
its simple form enabling them to prepare it rapidly and cheaply. 

The frames of the vessels could be made in New York and shipped 
thence. The engines for at least one of them can be bought ready- 
made, I understand, in Saint Louis, and with proper energy, from the 
day the plans are completed and the order given, I think that in forty 
days one at least of these vessels could be afloat at Port Royal. 

They should be built at some convenient point in Port Royal Harbor, 
perhaps at Hilton Head or Beaufort. There is, I believe, inland navi- 
gation practicable for them from Charleston to Fernandina, and with 
favorable weather they could probably finish their cruise in the Saint 
John’s, having taken Fernandina and Jacksonville, Fla. 

I respectfully advise the immediate construction of three or four such 
vessels at Port Royal. 

The appropriation for gunboats under the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment is confined to the Western rivers. 

I submit a very hasty sketch of the general plan proposed. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. C. MEIGS 
Quartermaster-General, U. S. Army. 
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Saint Louis, March 1, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, Fort Henry: 


Transports will be sent to you as soon as possible to move your column 
up the Tennessee River. The main object of this expedition will be to 
destroy the railroad bridge over Bear Creek, near Eastport, Miss., and 
also the connections at Corinth, Jackson, and Humboldt. It is thought 
best that these objects be attempted in the order named. Strong detach- 
ments of cavalry and light artillery, supported by infantry, may by 
rapid movements reach these points from the river without very serious 
opposition. Avoid any general engagement with strong forces. It will 
be better to retreat than to risk a general battle. This should be strongly 
impressed upon the officers sent with the expedition from the river. 
General C. I". Smith, or some very discreet officer, should be selected for 
such command. 

Having accomplished these objects, or such of them as may be prac- 
ticable, you will return to Danville and move on Paris. Perhaps the 
troops sent to Jackson and Humboldt can reach Paris as easily by land 
as to return to the transports. This must depend on the character of 
the roads and the position of:the enemy. All telegraph lines which 
can be reached must be cut. 

The gunboats will accompany the transports for their protection. 
Any loyal Tennesseeans who desire it may be enlisted and supplied with 
arms. 

Competent officers should be left to command the garrisons of Forts 
Henry and Donelson in your absence. I have indicated in general 
terms the object of this. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, March 1, 1862. 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo, Iil.: 


Siege guns and mortars should be sent to Pope by best route. Who 
sent Smith’s division to Nashville? I ordered them across to the 
Tennessee, where they are wanted immediately. Order them back. 
What is the reason that no one down there can obey my orders ? 
Send all spare transports to General Grant up the Tennessee. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT WEST TENNESSEE, 
| Fort Donelson, March 1, 1862. 
Capt. J. C. KELTON, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

I have informed the general commanding department (generally 
through the chief of staff) every day since leaving Cairo of my wants, 
what information was obtained of the movements of the enemy, &c. I 
will now recapitulate partly my wants. When I left Cairo, for the want 
of transportation it took two trips of the boats at hand to move the 
troops, leaving the cavalry to march, and leaving behind all the regi- 
mental train but four wagons to each regiment. A number of the regi- 
ments sent to re-enforce me came without wagons. Since getting into 
Fort Donelson I have written to have the wagons left forwarded. None 
of them have as yet come—I think none. AsI have no quartermaster 
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to look out for these matters, I might be mistaken partly. My com- 
mand is now suffering from camp dysentery, the result (according to 
report of surgeons) of being compelled to live on salt meat. I have 
had this country scoured for miles for beef cattle, but without being 
able to obtain them. The contractors for supplying fresh beef say that 
they have the cattle, but are unable to procure transportation. If ] 
am compelled to move suddenly, it will be with a very weak force com. 
pared with what the major-general commanding probably expects. The 
loss in battle and the number who have sickened since reduces my force 
considerably. I will probably have to leave a garrison at Clarksville, 
Fort Henry, and at this place. 

General Buell ordered General Smith, with the force at Clarksville 
(five regiments of infantry and some artillery), to join his column at 
Nashville. Two regiments that were sent as a guard to the prisoners 
have not yet been returned to me. 

I most respectfully lay these matters before the general commanding 
the department, not to make suggestions, but that my true condition 
may be known. 

There are now two or three cases of small-pox among the men. 
Every effort has been made to prevent the spread of the disease. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., March 1, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis: 

I am now in sufficient force to feel secure, and this morning sent Gen- 
eral Smith back to Clarksville. Thank you for your readiness to assist 
me. General Johnston is evidently preparing to go towards the Ten- 
nessee. Decatur and Chattanooga seem to be the points of rendezvous 
at present. As soon as I can see my way a little I will propose that 
we meet somewhere to consult, if agreeable to you. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


| CarRo, March 1, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Captain Phelps reports Columbus being evacuated now; guns, ex- 
cept from water battery, removed; quarters burned. Large force of 
cavalry but no infantry visible. Encampment seen Tuesday on bluff 
gone. Columbus on fire, and stores probably being destroyed. Polk 
did not send ladies, but proposes sending flag to some point to-morrow 
at 12 o’clock. Foote will make demonstration to-morrow or Monday. 

G. W. CULLUM, 
Brigadier-General. 


NASHVILLE, March 1, 1862. 
General MITCHEL: 

Sim: The general commanding has received your letter of this morn- 
ing reporting that Captain Wilson, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, was shot 
while on outpost duty last night. The occurrence and the loss to your 
command are much regretted. The general suggests that your officers 
on outpost duty should be cautious and watchful and not expose thein- 
selves by becoming separated from their commands and thus render the 
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murdering of individuals, either by citizens or the enemy, impossible, or 
at least more difficult. 

I am also directed to say that the general is not at this time prepared 
for a forward movement, and he does not wish you at present to com- 
mence it. 

It is not deemed advisable at present to administer the oath of alle- 
giance or to arrest persons whose loyalty is only doubtful. The general 
desires the protection of our forces to be extended with some liberality, 
and to reach a class of persons who are not hostile to us although not . 
warmly our friends. This, of course, is not applicable to those in arms 
or who are known to give aid and comfort to the enemy. 

The carbines for the Fourth Ohio Cavalry will be furnished as soon 
as practicable. 

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[JAMES B. eae 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff. 





Saint Louis, March 2, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL, Nashville, Tenn. : 


Colunbus is nearly turned. The mortar boats will bombard it this 
afternoon, and General Pope will attack New Madrid to-morrow morn- 
ing. <A part of Jeff. Thompson’s force has been captured. Send to Pa- 
ducah all spare transports; we are greatly in need of them; also one 
or two of the gunboats. . Keep one gunboat in the Cumberland. I will 
make an appointment to meet you as soon as the Columbus movement 


is ended. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


CArtRo, March 2, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK: 


Grant writes from Fort Donelson on 28th just returned from Nash- 
ville. Supposed him and army yet at Donelson. Buell ordered Smith’s 
division from Clarksville to Nashville. Sending steamers to report to 
Sherman to go farther. 

Ought they not to go up Cumberland for Grant, and cannot the 
twenty-five steamers which went up Cumberland yesterday with Buell’s 
forces assist to bring back Grant and thence up Tennessee? Can be 
done in less time than marching across. 

Island and head of promontory opposite New Madrid low and over- 
flowed. | 

Will it then be necessary to send siege artillery, which will take, Ly- 
ford says, a week to get ready, with horses, harness, and ammunition 
wagons? Must have ten horses for each piece and move slow. 

Can’t send it to Sikeston by railroad whenready. Sherman just tele- . 
graphs has sent ten steamers to Fort Henry. 

G. W. CULLUM, 
Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, March 2, 1862. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, Cairo: 
I think the bombardment should commence to-day, if possible. It 
will greatly assist Pope at New Madrid. If Columbus should be evacu- 
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ated, the fleet should follow to Hickman or Island No. 10. Send all 
transports you can spare up the Tennessee River. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


CAIRO, ILL., March 2, 1862. 


General U. S. GRANT, 
Through General Sherman, Paducah: 


General Halleck, February 25, telegraphed me: 


Grant will send no more forces to Clarksville. General Smith’s division will come to 
Fort Henry or a point higher up the Tennessee River. Transports will also be col- 
lected at Paducah. Two gunboats in Tennessee River with General Grant. Grant 
will immediately have such garrisons detailed for Forts Donelson and Henry and all 
other forces made ready for the field. 


From your letter of the 28th I learn you are at Fort Donelson and 
General Smith at Nashville, from which I infer you would not have 
received orders. 

Halleck’s telegram of last night says: 

Who sent Smith’s division to Nashville? I ordered it across to the Tennessee, where 


they are wanted immediately. Order them back. Send all spare transports up Ten- 
nessee to General Grant. 


Evidently the general supposes you on the Tennessee. I am sending 
you all the transports I can find for you, reporting to General Sherman 
for orders to go up Cumberland for you, or if you march across to Fort 
Henry, then to send them up the Tennessee. 

G. W. CULLUM, 


Brigadter-General. 





HEADQUARTERS, Paducah, March 2, 1862—8 p. m. 


General HALLECK: | 

I wrote you to-day, and since a gentleman named McCormick has 
come from Columbus. He says Columbus was evacuated yesterday. 
Some guns left, but the greater part carried off to Island No. 10, above 
New Madrid. I had a company yesterday at the Blandville bridge, 
and to-day have sent a cavalry force to enter Columbus, unless the 
troops from Cairo are already there. The Blandville bridge still 
stands, but all others are destroyed. The arms have not come for the 
Ohio regiment, but will be here to-morrow. I went to the town this 
afternoon and ordered the transfer of the sick and wounded prisoners 
of war from the Chauteau, which is a very large boat, to the January, 
which is smaller. The Chauteau will go up the Tennessee at 
and General Grant will be in possession of twenty good steamboats, 
capable of carrying 15,000 men and 3,000 horses. A violent thunder- 
storm has been prevailing all day, interrupting the use of the tele- 
graph, so that I have been unable to report to you. 

At Columbus yesterday Mr. McCormick says that they had full 
accounts of Pope’s intended advance from Commerce. It seems to me 
that the force on the island, if promptly followed, may be captured, or, 
what may be better, forced to abandon their guns, by Gencral Grant’s 
advance towards Memphis. 

I inclwse you the Memphis Appeal of February 26, containing Gen- 
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eral Pillow’s account of the battle at Fort Donelson. I write in haste, 
as the January is about to start for Cairo. 
Tam, «c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Brigadier- General. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., March 2, 1862—10 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Buell thinks the enemy intends uniting behind the Tennessee River, 
so as to be able to concentrate either on you or Buell. In this case it 
becomes doubly important, first, to hold N ashville; secondly, next to 
gain possession of Decatur ‘and the line of road in that vicinity, in order 
to isolate Johnston from Memphis and Columbus. Having accom- 
plished that, it would seem that Memphis and Columbus must soon 
fall. Chattanooga is also a point of great importance for us. 


Arrange details with Buell. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., March 2, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Nashville, Tenn. : 

I have telegraphed Halleck that it is important to seize Decatur and 
thus isolate Johnston from Memphis and Columbus. Of course you 
must hold Nashville firmly, and Chattanooga is a very important point 
to gain. 

Arrange details with Halleck, co-operate fully together, and give 
him all the assistance you can. Push Carter forward as rapidly as 
possible. What is Garfield doing? 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SS 


GENERAL co Hpqgrs. DIStRicr WEST TENNESSEE, 
No. 20. Fort Donelson, March 2, 1862. 


The following changes in General Orders, No. 6 [February 21], bri- 
gading and assigning to division the a oops of this command, are 
hereby made: 

The Forty-eighth Iilinois Volunteers is transferred from the Second 
Brigade, Fourth Division, to the Second Brigade, First Division; the 
Eighteenth Illinois Volunteers from the Second Brigade, First Division, 
to the Iirst Brigade, First Division; and the Fifty-second [linois Vol- 
unteers from the Third Brigade, First Division, to the Second Brigade, 
Fourth Division. 

By command of Maj. Gen. U. 8. Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPRCIAL oo HpqQrs. DISTRICT OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
No. 14 fort Donelson, Tenn., March 2, 1862. 
* * * *& * * ¥* 
2. Two brigades of each the First and Fourth Division will proceed 
without delay to the Tennessee River by what is known as the Ridge 
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or Furnace road, and go into camp at the most accessible point for 
embarking on steamers. Three days’ rations will be taken and 40 
rounds of ammunition, besides what is contained in cartridge boxes. 
All weak and disabled soldiers are to be left behind. Camp and gar- 
rison equipage is to be taken, but soldiers are to be limited as per 
General Orders, No. 17. No officer or soldier not entitled to forage 
will be permitted to ride on horseback or to have a horse with them. 

Attention of division, brigade, and regimental commanders is par- 
ticularly called to the execution of this order. 

By order of Maj. Gen. U.S. Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., March 3 [2], 1862—11.30 [9] p. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 

No material change in affairs since my dispatch of yesterday. 

MecCook’s division came up last night. Two brigades have crossed 
to-day. Thomas’ division has just arrived by water. 

I am organizing depots, &c. We are finding every day large quan- 
tities of public provisions, principally bacon. The city is quiet and 
orderly. The enemy is leaving Murfreesborough and going towards 
Decatur and Chattanooga, and destroying all bridges as he goes. We 
will have to rebuild. 

D. C. BUELL, 


Brigadier- General. 





NASHVILLE, TENN., March 3, 1862. 


General MCCLELLAN: 

Dispatch received. I have four divisions up; three and a half on this 
side of the river. Those coming by land have arrived without baggage. 
The crossing is tedious. I can’t get exactly at what Halleck is doing, 
and therefore can’t see how to assist him at this moment if he should 
need it. I lave proposed an interview with him and would like you to 
be present. Le has to defer it a few days. I sent Gartield to chase 
Marshall entirely out of Kentucky. Have not heard from him recently. 
It will bring him down towards Cumberland Gap, and I will then unite 
him with Carter, who in the mean time will, I hope, have gained some 
advantage at the Gap. Use all your persuasion against the appoint- 
ment of a military governor for Tennessee. It will do incalculable harm. 
Beg the President to wait. 

D. C. BUELL. 





Saint Louris, Mo., March 3, [received?] 1862. 
General GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, Washington, D. C.: 

General Pope will attack New Madrid to-morrow. At the same time 
there will be a bombardment of Columbus. 

I have had no communication with General Grant for more than a 
week. He left his command without my authority and went to Nash- 
ville. His army seems to be as much demoralized by the victory of 
Fort Donelson as was that of the Potomac by the defeat of Bull Run. 
It is hard to censure a successful general immediately after a victory, 
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but I think he richly deserves it. I can get no returns, no reports, no 
information of any kind from him. Satisfied with his victory, he sits 
down and enjoys it without any regard to the future. I am worn-out 
and tired with this neglect and inefficiency. C. I’. Smith is almost the 
only officer equal to the emergency. 

H. W. HALLECK. 





WASHINGTON, March 3, 1862—6 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, Saint Louis: 


Your dispatch of last evening received. The future success of our 
cause demands that proceedings such as Grant’s should at once be 
checked. Generals must observe discipline as well as private soldiers. 
Do not hesitate to arrest him at once if the good of the service requires 
it, and place C. F. Smith in command. You are at liberty to regard 
this as a positive order if it will smooth your way. 

I appreciate the difficulties you have to encounter, and will be glad 
to relieve you from trouble as far as possible. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding U. S. Army. 

Approved: 

EDWIN M. STANTON 
Secretary of War. 





NASHVILLE, TENN., March 3, 1862—12 p. m. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 

General Buell’s army is concentrating rapidly at this point, and will 
be ready for forward movements in a few days. Can General McClellan 
visit Louisville, and there meet, by appointment, General Halleck and 
General Buell, for consultation, to determine movements for Western 
forces. 

I believe this to be important. 

THOMAS A. SCOTT, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 





NASHVILLE, TENN., March 3, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK: 

What can I do to aid your operations against Columbus? Remem- 
ber I am separated from you by the Tennessee. Johnston is moving 
towards Decatur and destroying the bridges as he goes. I have only 
one gunboat; all the others returned at once. I also sent Smith back 
Saturday last. Spare transports will be dispatched to Paducah. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 





HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Cumberland Ford, March 3, 1862. 
Capt. J. B. FRy, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff: 
CAPprain: On the 1st instant I had succeeded in getting a supply of 
nearly five days’ rations for the command, and as a portion of the 
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ammunition shipped from Lebanon on the 4th of February last was 
received that day, I immediately issued orders for a forward movement 
to take place this morning. The Cumberland was not fordable, but 
boats had been prepared for crossing. Unfortunately rain commenced 
falling on the evening of the 2d instant and continued until this morn- 
ing, causing such a rise in the river and streams between this and the 
Gap as to render the way impassable. The order for an advance was 
duly countermanded when it was found that the bridge over Clear 
Creek was covered and after a portion of one regiment had crossed 
the river. The road is now impassable for wagons between this and 
Flat Lick, as a portion of it is under water. Ever since our arrival 
here we have had daily to encounter difficulties, in roads washed away, 
bridges destroyed, and almost incessant rains. Never before have I 
geen roads in such a condition, and unless there comes a favorable 
change soon in the weather, it will be impossible to transport supplies 
to our force. 

By information received from different sources, and which seeins to 
be reliable, the rebels at the Gap have been re-enforced by a North 
Carolina regiment, Colonel Vance, a Georgia regiment, and one or two 
Mississippi regiments. If I had men enough to divide the force and 
send one portion across the mountains, at, say, Big Creek Gap, to take 
the enemy in rear, I think that we could capture the whole force, but 
our effective strength, taking out the guards, &c., is about 3,300. I 
shall be prevented separating them so far as not to be within sup- 
porting distance. If I can do no more, I shall endeavor to protect this 
portion of the State from any further inroads on the part of the rebels. 
Much of the time since we have been here men have been on short 
rations. No ammunition for the Tennessee rifles has arrived. 

Respectfully yours, &c., 
S. P. CARTER, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding Twelfth Brigade. 


SS 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Brownlow, March 3, 1862. 
Col. C. A. MARSHALL, 


Commanding Sixteenth Kentucky Volunteers: 


DEAR Sir: In view of the extraordinary fickleness of the Big Sandy, 
I presume it has been impossible for you to move up this way, as my 
last order directed. The losses we have sustained require me to delay 
the forward movement for some time. You will therefore move a part 
or all of your command to Louisa, to guard that post from any depre- 
dations which may be threatened by marauding bands of rebels from 
the Virginia side, and hold yourself in readiness to move when the 
time is ripe. I send the paymaster on the first boat, and you will delay 
any movement till your troops are paid. 

The acting assistant adjutant-general will communicate with you in 
person in reference to our movements. I have reason to hope that we 
may before very long be able to see a broader field of activity, and I 
hope I may be permitted to have your fine regiment with me. 

Very respectfully, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Lows, March 4, 1862. 
General BUELL, Nashville, Tenn.: 

If Johnston has destroyed the railroad and bridges in his rear he 
cannot return to attack you. Why not come to the Tennessee and 
operate with me to cut Johnston’s line with Memphis, Randolph, and 
New Madrid? Columbus has been evacuated and destroyed. Enemy 
is concentrating at New Madrid and Island No. 10. I am concentrat- 
ing a force of 20,000 against him. Grant, with all available force, has 
gone up the Tennessee to destroy connections at Corinth, Jackson, 
and Humboldt. Estimated strength of enemy at New Madrid, Ran- 
dolph, and Memphis is 50,000. It is of vital importance to separate them 
from Johnston’s army. Come over to Savannah or Florence and we 
can do it. Wethen can operate either on Decatur or Memphis or on 


both, as may appear best. 
. H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, March 4, 1862. 


Major-General MCCLELLAN, Washington: 


A rumor has just reached me that since the taking of Fort Donelson 
General Grant has resumed his former bad habits.* If so, it will ac- 
count for his neglect of my often-repeated orders. I do not deem it 
advisable to arrest him at present, but have placed General Smith in 
command of the expedition up the Tennessee. I think Smith will 
restore order and discipline. 

I hear unofficially, but from a reliable source, that our forces took 
possession of Columbus this morning, the enemy falling back to Island 
No. 10 and New Madrid. I am expecting official telegram hourly. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


CoLUMBUS, Ky., March 4, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK : 

The battalion of Second Dlinois Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hogg, sent from Paducah day before yesterday, reached Columbus yes- 
terday at 6 p.m., the enemy’s cavalry having just evacuated. Five 
gunboats, under Commodore Foote; General Cullum, on board the tug- 
boat; and the Twenty-seventh Dlinois, Colonel Buford; I‘orty-second 
Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Northrop; and two battalions, composed 
of the Fifty-fifth Dlinois, Major Sanger, Vifty-fourth and Seventy-first 
Ohio, under Major Andrews, dropped down this morning, and after 
some recounoitering they discovered our flag and came ashore, finding 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hogg in possession. Have occupied the fort with 
the infantry. Fort very extensive, and large amount of guns, shot, 
shell, and stores abandoned by the enemy. Will dispatch for the 
Tennessee River instantly the Aleck Scott and T. L. McGill. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


* See Thomas to Halleck, March 10, and Halleck’s reply, March 15, p. 683. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, March 4, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GrorGE B. MCCLELLAN: 

Our cavalry from Paducah marched into Columbus yesterday at 6 
p. m., driving before them the enemy’s rear guard. The flag of the 
Union is tlying over the boasted *“‘Gibraltar of the West.” Finding 
himself completely turned on both sides of the Mississippi, the enemy 
was obhged to evacuate or surrender. Large quantities of artillery 


and stores were captured. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


Major- General. 


e 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Adjutant-General’s Office, Washington, March 10, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,.U. 8S. A,, 
Commanding Department of the Mississippi, Saint Louis: 


It has been reported that soon after the battle of Fort Donelson Briga- 
dier-General Grant left his command without leave. By direction of 
the President the Secretary of War desires you to ascertain and report 
whether General Grant left his command at any time without proper 
authority, and, if so, for how long; whether he has made to you proper 
reports and returns of his force; whether he has committed any acts 
which were unauthorized or not in accordance with military subordina- 
tion or propriety, and, if so, what. 

L. THOMAS, 


A djutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Saint Louis, March 15, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. LORENZO THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General of the Army, Washington : 


In accordance with your instructions of the 10th instant I report 
that General Grant and several officers of high rank in his command, 
immediately after the battle of Fort Donelson went to Nashville with- 
out my authority or knowledge. J am satisfied, however, from investi- 
gation, that General Grant did this from good intentions and from a 
desire to subserve the public interests. 

Not being advised of General Buell’s movements, and learning that 
General Buell had ordered Smith’s division of his (Grant’s) command 
to Nashville, he deemed it his duty to go there in person. During the 
absence of General Grant and a part of his general officers numerous 
irregularities are said to have occurred at Fort Donelson. These were 
in violation of the orders issued by General Grant before his departure, 
and probably, under the circumstances, were unavoidable. 

General Grant has made the proper explanations, and has been 
directed to resume his command in the field. As he acted from a praise- 
worthy although mistaken zeal for the public service in going to Nash- 
ville and leaving his command, I respectfully recommend that no 
further notice be taken of it. There never has been any want of mili- 
tary subordination on the part of General Grant, and his failure to 
make returns of his forces has been explained as resulting partly from 
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the failure of colonels of regiments to report to him on their arrival 
and partly from an interruption of telegraphic communication. All 
these irregularities have now been remedied. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


CONFEDERATE CORRESPONDENCH, HTC. 


ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Nashville, Tenn., November 20, 1861. 
Col. W. W. MACKALL, , 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Nashville : 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith, for the information cf 
the general commanding, a copy of telegram received from the Chief 
of Ordnance, Richmond, under date of 19th instant, in reply to one 
from this office of same date: 


RICHMOND, November 19, 1861. 


Lieutenant WriGuHT, Nashville : 
About 5,000 rifles are assigned to General Johnston out of those received. You can 
have as much money as you want for purchase. 
J. GORGAS. 


From this I suppose that I will be authorized to purchase good, 
serviceable arms as required. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. H. WRIGHT, 


First Lieutenant Artillery and Ordnance, C. S. Army. 





Hpe@rs. First DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., November 20, 1861. 


General Sam. D. WEAKLEY, JAMES E. SAUNDERS, and others, 
Committee, Alabama : 


In reply to your verbal inquiries, I have to say that our position 
here is of great strength, and that we can hold it against greatly supe- 
rior numbers of the enemy; but unless we are supported on the flank 
and rear by forces to strengthen our present column, now at Ieliciana, 
near Union City, the country south of us is open to an advancing 
column, and by cutting our railroad communication we would be iso- 
lated from the country south of this position. If this was done, and 
the enemy should seize New Madrid (which he can easily do) and 
fortify it, cutting our river communication, and thus cutting off our 
supplies by land and water, itis manifest that the force at this place 
would soon be starved out. Without additional force at this place the 
same result may take place by a force of 30,000 or 40,000 men invest- 
ing the place and reducing it by famine. In the event of this place 
being reduced by this mode, the result would be the same, viz, the loss 
of the army and all its arms, artillery, &c., the opening of the river to 
the Gulf of Mexico, and isolating all the country west of the Missis- 
sippi, destroying the great valley of the Mississippi, with all its untold 
wealth. The magnitude of the calamity to the country can be appre- 
ciated by those only who know. In regard to the question, Do I con- 
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sider the Tennessee River safe, I answer unhesitatingly that I do 
not. The work at Fort Henry is as good as we could construct in the 
time allowed for it and the means at our hands; but we have received 
but little assistance from any quarter in the construction of the works 
on the Mississippi, Tennessee, and Cumberland, except from Tennes- 
see, and in guns. The exigencies of the service of the Confederate 
Government have induced it to take most of the troops raised in Ten- 
nessee and the Mississippi Valley to Virginia. She is not strong 
enough to sustain unaided the great conflict before us. Our sister 
State South must come to our support. We will furnish the necessary 
engineers to lay off additional works on Tennessee River and superin- 
tend their construction and will provide artillery, if Alabama will 
provide the labor for construction and the troops to garrison the work, 
and make that river secure against the enemy. But all troops de- 
signed for our support must be armed. We can supply them with 
ammunition and with rifles and shot-guns, and our troops will defend 
our strongly-fortified positions as effectually as if they had the musket 
and bayonet, for the bayonet can never be used in intrenched works. 
If Alabama will furnish the means of constructing these works and 
the forces to garrison them, with arms, &c., the troops from that State 
will be placed in them for the purpose of defending them, thus allow- 
ing her to hold the keys of the gate-way into her own territory. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GID. J. PILLOW, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





OKOLONO, TENN., November 20, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, &c., Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: Permit me to make a light draught upon your time, and ask 
your attention to a few suggestions in reference to the rebellion of East 
Tennessee. I am acitizen of Carter County, and have been all my life, 
except a temporary absence, which I spent in the State of Mississippi. 
In my judgment there is not a Union man in Carter County who was 
not involved to some extent in the rebellion. Many of them were 
drawn into it by wicked leaders, and some have heartily repented, 
but many others will seek the first favorable opportunity to repeat the 
experiment. Under these circumstances, what can be done to hold 
them in check in the future? Ifa Northern army invades the State at 
any future day, a majority of our population will undoubtedly tear up 
the railroad, burn the bridges, and destroy the lives and property of 
Southern men. All, however, are not bad men, but the evil-disposed 
must be removed from our midst or a sufficient force stationed here to 
hold them in check. Ifa force is placed here, it must not be removed 
again under any circumstances until the end of the war, or we will all 
be ruined and the railroad torn up. In this opinion I am not mistaken, 
and hope the Confederate Government will not be deceived by decep- 
tive professions of loyalty. 

If the military commander at this point could have a discretionary 
power, which would enable: him to inquire into the character of the 
rebels and give certain ones the option to join the Confederate service 
during the war or be sent on for trial for treason, I have no doubt the 
ends of justice would be attained and much annoyance to the Govern- 
ment avoided. This, perhaps, would be rather a high-handed move- 
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ment, but the disease is a desperate one, and requires severe and 
energetic treatment. Every Union man in the county either took up 
arms or was fully advised of the intention of his party to do so, so they 
are all principals or accessaries before the fact. If they are all prose- 
cuted, every citizen of Kast Tennessee must be arraigned before the court 
or brought up as witnesses. Nearly every rebel in my county could be 
convicted if all the Southern-rights citizens were brought up as wit- 
nesses ; but this, perhaps, would look too much like political prosecu- 
tions. 

Martial law ought to be enforced in every county in East Tennessee 
to hold these bad men in proper restraint, but our President is very 
averse to such a policy. But be assured if the Northern despotism 
succeeds in throwing a strong military force in bere we shall have much 
worse than martial law. Even now our most quiet and law-abiding 
citizens have been shot down in cold blood from behind coverts by the 
tories, and the proof can be made that Unionists have been tampering 
with the slaves. ; 

The mass of the Union party religiously believed that a Northern 
army of at least 100,000 men was in East Tennessee before they began 
this rebellious demonstration. The Southern men have all been dis- 
armed, and the tories have apparently disbanded in most of the coun- 
ties, but really gone home to await the approach of an invading army. 
If we are invaded, every Southern man will be taken a prisoner or else 
murdered in the night-time. Our very existence depends on Mr. Lin- 
coln’s ability to invade the State. Under these circumstances ought 
we not to have all the aid in the power of the Government to bestow ? 

If we are not invaded, a few thousand troops will keep the rebels 
quiet until they are completely subdued, but a hostile force here will 
open up a passway for our enemies down through North Carolina, 
Georgia, and all the Gulf States. Of this I think there cau be no sort 
of doubt. In addition to all this, East Tennessee is full of spies and 
emissaries. Military law alone, in my judgment, will stop the inter- 
course of these spies with their colaborers in Kentucky. Men come 
here under the guise of refugees from Kentucky and Maryland, and 
thus hold intercourse with our enemies. 

Asking your pardon for my boldness and the hasty manner of writ- 
ing this letter, I am, very respectfully, &c., 

MADISON T. PEOPLES. 





BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Wartburg, one mile from Montgomery, November 20, 1861. 


Lieutenant-Colonel MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Bowling Green, Ky.: 

Sir: I am moving as expeditiously as possible, with four and a half 
infantry regiments, a battalion of cavalry, and Rutledge’s artillery, to 
unite with Stanton’s command (his and Murray’s regiments and Mc- 
Clellan’s cavalry) beyond Jamestown, with a yiew of taking a strong 
position on the Cumberland River beyond Monticello. “The country is 
sterile from near Clinton to beyond Jamestown, Tenn. The counties 
of Wayne and Clinton and the western half of Pulaski, in Kentucky, 
are, [learn, comparatively good counties for subsistence and forage. If 
I can find a good position on the Cumberland for hutting in winter I 
hope, by scouring the country on the north bank down to Burkesville 
occasionally, to command the river, and draw supplies from Nashville 
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when the roads to Knoxville are bad. From this camp as a base of 
operations 1 hope in mild weather to penetrate the country towards 
London or Danville, or in other directions, and command the approaches 
to Cumberland Gap or Jacksborough. I hope it may be practicable, 
by scouring the intervening country occasionally by detachments from 
both camps, to establish and safely maintain a line of express messen- 
gers between General Buckner’s outposts and my camp. 

My information, when at Knoxville, induces me to believe that the 
numbers under Clift, in Hamilton County, were greatly exaggerated. I 
doubt whether he had at any time more than 100 to 200 followers. They 
are not now to be found, having dispersed. The tories in Sevier seem 
also to have retired where as yet our troops are not able to find them. I 
sent a few men up to Greeneville to arrest Andrew Johnson’s sons and 
son-in-law. Have no late news from Carter and Johnson Counties. By 
this time I presume General Carroll is at Knoxville, in command, and 
instructed to make proper dispositions to guard the railroads and crush 
the tory combinations. 

The recent burning of the bridges brought a crisis which I think 
demonstrates that but comparatively a small proportion of the popula- 
tion will now give countenance to hostile acts against the Confederate 
Government, and that those who are still hostile are only running upon 
their own destruction. They should now be deult very severely with. 
Leniency and forbearance have gradually won many thousands over 
who would have been driven to the enemy had our policy been severe 
two months ago, but those that are yet hostile can only be cured of 
their folly by severity. They should be made to feel in their persons 
and their property that their hostile attitude promises to them nothing 
but destruction. 

Very respectfully, | 
F. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
Brigadier-General. 





Abstract from return of Brig. Gen. F. K. Zollicoffer’s command for November 20, 1861, 
headquarters Wartburg, Tenn. 
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. HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., November 21, 1861. 
His Excellency JoHN J. PETTUS, 
Governor of State of Mississippi: 
To oppose the formidable invasion about to be made by the enemy 
upon the northern line of Tennessee, with the design to penetrate the 
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valley of the Mississippi, the Secretary of War has authorized me to 
eall upon your excellency for all the armed men that can be raised in 
your State. 

I therefore call upon you to assist me with every soldier of your mil- 
itia into whose hands arms can be placed. 

From the fact that it is more economical and less inconvenient to 
the citizen, a volunteer force is more desirable than militia if it can be 
raised as promptly, but time is now of the first importance to enable 
me to cover the homes of our people and save them from the suffering 
always incident toan invasion. Irely on the prompt and earnest efforts 
of your excellency to furnish as large a force as possible at the earliest 
day, to be armed and assembled at such convenient rendezvous as you 
may designate, where proper officers will furnish them supplies. De- 
sirable as it is to have men enlisted for the war, the emergency does not 
permit the Government to insist, as heretofore, on this condition. I will 
receive all armed men for a period of twelve months. 

Companies will be transported at Government expense from points 
where organized, and your excellency’s order for the movement will be 
authority to my officers to pay the charges of such transportation. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


A duplicate of this letter sent to Governor of Alabama, with excep- 
tion that it called for troops from Northern Alabama. 


PROCLAMATION. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Jackson, November 21, 1861. 


Whereas the Legislature has, by an act approved this day, authorized 
and empowered me to receive and muster into the service of the State 
any number of volunteers, not exceeding 10,000, by companies or squads, 
or individuals offering themselves, with arms in their hands, to serve 
in defense of Columbus, Ky., or any other threatened position, for sixty 
days: 

en therefore, by virture of the power thus vested in me, I will re- 
ceive any company, squad, or individual tendered to me, armed and 
equipped; double-barreled shot-guns or hunting rifles will be considered 
efficient arms. It will be necessary for each volunteer to provide his 
clothing and blankets and cooking utensils of easy transportation, as 
provision of those articles cannot be made by the quartermaster of the 
State. 

The places of rendezvous are Corinth and Grenada, where officers 
will be in readiness to receive and organize into companies, battalions, 
or regiments such volunteers as present themselves. Transportation 
will be furnished from the depots nearest the place of assembling to 
the rendezvous for all companies, squads, or individuals. 

The commanders of companies and squads are authorized to sign cer- 
tificates showing the number of men and distance traveled by their re- 
spective commands, which certificates will be received as evidence of 
the indebtedness of the State. 

All volunteers should provide themselves with three days’ rations, 
All who have efficient arms I hope will bring them, and if they cannot, 
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put them in the hands of some able and serviceable man who will bring 
them to the aid of the State. Volunteers requested to be at places ot 
rendezvous by Monday next, or as soon thereafter as possible. 
Generals Reuben Davis and J. L. Alcorn will command the troo}\s 
thus raised. 
JOHN J. PETTUS. 





CLARKSVILLE, November 21, 1861. 

General POLK: | 
A telegram at 10 p. m. from General Johnston changes my destina- 

tion. Iam ordered to take charge of Forts Henry and Donelson and 

the region around about. Iam very sorry not to be with you. 

LLOYD TILGHMAN, 

Br igadier-General, C. S. Army. 





CHATTANOOGA, November 21, 1861. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 
General Carroll has gone on to Zollicoffer. Colonel Cook’s regiment, 
partly armed, and the Seventh Alabama Regiment, are here. I have 
asstuuned command. Tories now quiet, but not convinced. Executions 


needed. 
S. A. M. WOOD, 
Colonel Seventh Alabama Regiment Volunteers. 


RICHMOND, November 22, 1861. 
Colonel Woop, 
Seventh Alabama Regiment, Chattanooga, Tenn.: 

Your dispatch received and also report. Have you reported to Col- 
onel Leadbetter, according to orders? If so, your report should have 
been addressed to him for transmission to this Department. If not, 
you will report to him immediately by letter to Jonesborough. 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, November 22, 1861. 


Maj. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK, 
Commanding First Division, Columbus, Ky. : 

I am directed to inform you that 50 barrels of powder went forward 
yesterday to Memphis for Fort Pillow and 2 tons additional the day 
before to Columbus. 

General Johnston has authorized the organization of a battalion at 
Grenada, Miss., of which Lieutenant Hardcastle will probably be 
elected the commander, and has ordered it to go to Memphis and 
report to you. : 

You will order the monthly payment of such guides as you retain in 
service by the Quartermaster’s Department—Davis, the pay of captain : 
Faulkner, of lieutenant; and to the other men $45 per month. 

44 R R—VOL VII 
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The general has called on the Governors of Tennessee, Mississippi, 
and North Alabama for every man who can be armed for the defense 
of our frontier. General Pillow was advised by telegram that Louisi- 
ana would send to Fort Pillow every artillerist that could be spared, 
and also two regiments of infantry, with 100 rounds of ammunition. 
Your orders should meet them at Memphis. 

The general further remarks, Fort Columbus being completed, your 
force will now be free to maneuver in reference to the movements of 
the enemy, and to act as a corps of observation to prevent the siege of 
the place, and should be so handled as to avoid being caught between 
the enemy and the river and surrounded and cut off from the maga- 
zine and re-enforcements. 

His efforts have been continuous to bring a force into the field to 
meet the present emergency (long anticipated), and he trusts they will 
prove successful. Major Jackson was some time since ordered to put 
six months’ supply of provisions for the computed garrison into Fort Co- 
lumbus. Let this supply be put there from the stores on hand and kept 
at that level, the garrison and troops without drawing their current 
supplies from Jackson depot. 

I am, very respecttully, your obedient servant, 
Ww. W. M ACKALI, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Jamestown, Tenn., Nov. 22, 1861. 


General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector-General, Richmond : 

Sir: Heavy rains have made the roads slippery and will somewhat 
retard our progress. Day before yesterday I ordered Colonel Stanton, 
with his regiment, Colonel Murray’s and Lientenant-Colonel MeClellan’s 

cavalry, encamped about 10 miles north of Jamestown, to make a rapid 
and s tealthy forward movement to capture the ferry- ‘poats at four or 
five crossings of the Cumberland, and, if practicable, the enemy’s cav- 
alry said to “be on this side of the river. I have not heard whether the 
movement has been made. I see it stated in the Nashville newspapers 
that General Ward has 2,000 men at Campbellsville, 1,200 at Columbia, 
and a regiment at Lebanon. | It is reported to Colonel Stanton that the 
two or three regiments between Somerset and the river have moved 
towards Columbia, to join other forces there. He communicates also a 
rumor of the crossing of the Cumberland by a force of the enemy at 
Green’s Ferry; but all these reports seem to be uncertain. 

I have no dispatches from Knoxville since I left there, but hear 
through various scouting parties that the tories in Lower Hast Tennes- 
see are dispersed, a number of prisoners taken, a few Lincolnites killed 

snd wounded, and several hundred guns captured. Citizens have 
turned out in ‘large numbers and assisted the soldiers in scouring the 
mountains and hunting down the fugitive traitors. They should now 
be pursued to extermination, if possible. 
Very respectfully, 
EF, K. ZOLLICOFFER, 

| Brigadier- General. 

fSimilar report to Colonel Mackall. | 


Cuar. XVIL] = CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 691 


Hpars. First DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., November 22, 1861. 
IsHAM G. HARRIS, 
Governor of Tennessee, Nashville, Tenn.: 

We know we shall be attacked soon. The enemy’s gunboats came 
down to-day, made a grand flourish, but did not come within reach of 
our guns. It is impossible to form any correct idea of his movements, 
but you cannot get up your forces too soon—I fear not soon enough. 
We can and will hold the position unless we are invested and starved 
out, and 1 am exerting every possible effort to get supplies. I have 


enough now for one month. , 


GID. J. PILLOW, General. 


HpqQres. First DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., November 22, 1861. 
Maj. W. W. MACKALL, 
C. S. Army, Bowling Green, Ky.: . 

We are in great distress in this army for want of money. Thesupply 
staff is broken down for want of funds and the credit of the Govern- 
ment very much impaired. The banks of Tennessee have gone as far 
in meeting our wants as they are able and willing to do. The troops 
are not paid, and are dissatified at not being paid. As yet we have not 
received one dollar of assistance towards supplying the wants of this 
army from the Confederate Government. We have borrowed from 
banks as long as we could, and bought commissary and quartermasters’ 
supplies as long as we have credit to purchase anything on credit." An 
army cannot be supplied without money. The proper staff officers have 
made estimates and requisitions again and again, and yet we get no 
funds. We are unable to sell checks on Richmond for money. The 
Tennessee banks have put out their circulation in aid of the Government 
to the limit of their charters or nearly so. Quartermasters’ checks 
upon Richmond. are now selling in the market at 15 per cent. discount. 
This is owing entirely to the fact that the banks are not able to cash 
the checks and sustain the credit of the Government. 

The system of checking upon Richmond transfers the capital of the 
banks to Richmond, which must, of necessity, be returned in Govern- 
ment Treasury drafts, or the banks will all be utterly prostrate. Ten- 
nessee is throwing into the field such a large foree, and in equipping 
and sustaining it (now transferred to the Confederate Government) and 
since in supplying its wants has advanced over $5,000,000. The whole 
of this sum has been advanced by the banks of the State. 

You will perceive in these facts the necessity of providing some means 
of relief for the command. The impression which is extending itself 
through the army and country that it is neglected has a depressing 
influence upon all the friends of the Government. 

The difficulties of the command, with the large force of the enemy we 
have to meet, are in themselves embarrassing enough, but add to these 
the question of bread and all the various wants of an army, and you 
may understand the embarrassments of my position. I address myselt 
directly to you, that you may have the proper correction applied. 1 
have confidence that you will do so. It will require $300,000 to relieve 
the staff of its present debts due all over the country and with the 
banks for borrowed money. Please place this communication before 
the general. 
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The want of money has rendered it impossible for the commissary- 
eeneral to carry out General Johnston’s instructions in regard to a sup- 
ply of subsistence for the garrison and post at this place. We have on 
hand about thirty days’ rations for the whole force in this command. 
We did not know until three days since that there were supplies at 
Jackson. General Polk is still very unwell from the effects of his injury 
from the explosion. His system is greatly shocked, and there are strong 
indications of more serious results from it than was at first supposed. 
I doubt if he will be able to resume command at an early day. 

I placed in the hands of General Polk my official report of the battle 
of Belmont some time since, but he has been so unwell, and having im- 
mediately turned over the command to m@, I apprehend he has not for- 
warded it to you. I now, being in command of the department, trans- 
mit you a copy of the report. 

Respectfully, 
i GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, Commanding Department. 


CoLumBuUS, November 22, 1861. 


Colonel MACKALL: 


I shall want 600 stand—wanted for regiment at Fort Pillow; 600 for 
Smith’s Arkansas regiment at Island No. 10, and 800 for Campbell’s regi- 
ent at Union City and to supply the deficiency in Merrick’s Arkansas 
regiment, now with Bowen. Please let me have them and as quickly 
as possible. 

I have ordered Williams’ regiment forward and Bradford to follow as 
soon as armed; have telegraphed Governor of Louisiana for help, and 
he has promised me several regiments. The Governor of Mississippi 
can send me an armed battalion, and would make it two regiments if 
he had arms. Commodore Hollins, whose fleet I have asked for of the 
Secretary of the Navy, is here with one of his boats; the whole, six in 
number, are expected in the next two or three days. 

I am fortifying near Madrid, where I shall place 2,000 men in a few 
days. The Governor of Mississippi is sending me heavy guns and can- 
non powder, but we are still short of the force necessary to meet the 
enemy’s. We nevertheless propose, by God’s blessing, to give the 
best account of our command that we can. Haveasked you for Scott’s 
Louisiana regiment of cavalry, which I suppose you can grant. 

L. POLK. 


TuscuMBIA, ALA., November 22, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: The undersigned were sent from North Alabama and North- 
east’ Mississippi to the military commander at Columbus, Ky., to in- 
quire if the defenses of the Tennessee River were safe, and to know it 
we could aid them in any manner. The answer from General Pillow, 
now commanding there, after conferring with General Polk, was that 
they were as good as the time allowed and the means afforded would 
permit, but that they were unsafe, and the force on that flank of the 
“ariny resting on that river insufticient; that there was danger of the 
enemy ascending the Tennessee River and burning the railroad bridge 
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across it just above Fort Henry, and separating our army at Bowling 
Green from that at Columbus, and of destroying the Mobile and Ohio 
and the Memphis and Charleston Railroads, for it is only 18 miles from 
the Big Bend of the Tennessee to their junction at Corinth. 

The undersigned then determined to make an effort to improve the 
works on that river, and send 5,000 volunteers, with their own guns, to 
garrison them. General Pillow, to facilitate the work, appointed Gen- 
eral Weakley, our chairman, a volunteer aide-de-camp, and specially 
charged him with the organization of the force; Mr. William Dickson, 
quartermaster, and Mr. John T. Abernathy, commissary, for the force 
to be raised for this purpose. They are gentlemen of large wealth, pat- 
riotic, and energetic. And, moreover, General Pillow authorized Col. 
Thonas J. Foster to raise a regiment, to be armed with their own guns, 
for twelve months. 

We shall proceed immediately to raise these volunteers. We pro- 
pose to organize ¢ company of old men, armed, in each county in 
North Alabama, for forty days. Our reasons for this are that they are 
not only in the general better marksmen than the generation now 
growing up, but the very tact of gray-headed men moving to the field 
will give an impetus to volunteering which we need just now; and, 
besides, very many of these old men will have their negro men laboring 
on the works, and their presence would be satisfactory to themselves 
and useful in furthering them. The volunteers liable to do military 
duty will be enrolled for twelve months. 

I’rom Columbus we requested the Governor of Alabama to ask the 
Legislature to pass a law for the purchase and impressment of arms 
similar to the one enacted in the State of Tennessee, and presume it 
has been done before this time. 

General Pillow has instructed Captain Dixon, military engineer, to 
make a survey to determine a proper location for a new work. 

We hope we may have your approval of these arrangements for the 
public defense. The bonds of Mr. Dickson, as quartermaster, and Mr. 
Abernathy, as commissary, will be sent, with sureties worth a very 
large amount, under this date. 

Direct, if you please, the proper bureaus in your Department to 
write immediately to these officers, with such general or special instrue- 
tions as may be necessary, for we shall need transportation for men and 
laborers down Tennessee River, some wagons and horses, some tools 
for rough work, provisions, medicines, &c., and if we have to await the 
progress of matters through formal channels we may be delayed in 
accomplishing the work in which we are engaged. Until we hear from 
the Department, however, we shall not hesitate to take such steps as we. 
would in our private business. | 
S. D. WEAKLEY, 

> Chairman. 
JAMES FE. SAUNDERS, 
Secretary of Committee. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT No. 1, 
New Orleans, La., Nevember 23, 1861. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Commanding Western Division, Bowling Green, Ky.: : 
DEAR Sir: I send by steamer Morrison this morning the Thirteenth 
Louisiana Regiment, Colonel Gibson, over 700 strong, to Columbus. 


> 
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They are armed with muskets, and have 100 rounds of ammunition per 
man. ° 

I have recalled from Mississippi Sound the Third Mississippi Regi- 
inent, Colonel Deason, over 800 strong, and will send them forward 
to-morrow as soon as they arrive. This regiment is also armed, and 
has 100 rounds per man. Both regiments were in the act of receiving 
their clothing when ordered off; they will leave officers behind to bring 
it up. 

I have sent these regiments to your aid rather hesitatingly, and only 
because I thought your danger more imminent than mine. This, how- 
ever, is rather guess-work, for we cannot tell at what hour the enemy 
may appear off the mouth of our rivers and bayous. I write, therefore, 
to ask you to order both these regiments back at the very first moment 
that you think you will be able to replace them by other troops. Arms 
are being collected and imported which will enable you to equip other 
inen to take the place of those I send. I can illy afford to spare them. 

Governor Moore is trying to collect some artillerists to send you, but 
we find more trouble than we had anticipated. Shall do our best, and 
send them on by rail at the earliest possible moment. 

I learn that there are 90 tons saltpeter at Nashville. Ihave powder- 
mills here, but a dearth of saltpeter. Can you spare me JO tons of that 
ut Nashville? If so, please order it sent by rail, or the mills here will 
have to stop by the end of next week. J wrote you some days since on 
this subject. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. LOVELL, 
Major-General, C. S. Army. 


Hpgrs. First Diviston, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Iky., November 23, 1861. 
SAMUEL P. WALKER, Memphis, Tenn.: 

Before taking the field it is absolutely necessary that the troops have 
tents and camp equipage. They cannot live without. To avoid con- 
fusion and conflict of authority between Governor Harris and myselt 
it will be necessary that these companies be reported to Governor 
Harris, and get his authority for their being ordered here, as they will 
all be embraced in his call. J will advise Governor Harris of this 
necessity by telegram, and get his authority and advise you. 

By order of Brigadier-General Pillow, commanding : 

GUS. A. HUENKY, JR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


TUSCUMBIA, ALA., November 23, 1861. 

To our Fellow-Citizens of North Alabama and North Mississippz : 

The undersigned were sent as delegates from a number of counties 
in North Alabama and Tishomingo County, Mississippi, to the camp 
at Columbus, Ky., to inquire of the military authorities there if they 
considered the defenses of the Tennessee River safe; and, if not, to 
tender material aid to make them so. Have just returned, and report 
their mission in the form of a circular. (We hope our editors will see 
the propriety of not publishing it in the papers.) 

We had several interviews with General Pillow, now commanding 
the departinent, in consequence of an injury to Major-General Polk 
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from the bursting of a gun. When asked if he considered the defenses 
of the Tennessee River safe, he answered, without hesitation, he did 
not. He said they were as good as could be constructed in the time 
allowed and with the means afforded, and most cheerfully accepted 
the tender of aid which we were sent to make. Order was sent to 
Captain Dixon, an able engineer, to project the works required, and 
we now come to you for several thousand volunteers, to be stationed 
on the Tennessee River—5,000, if they can be raised, and as many 
negro men as can be raised. 

To give efficiency to our work, General Samuel D. Weakley, our 
chairman, has been appointed aide-de-camp to the commanding officer 
of the department, and charged specially with the duty of mustering in 
the troops gnd serving as the military head until the corps shall be 
regularly organized. 

We propose to raise a regiment of men past middle life to serve 
during the emergency, but the younger men will be enrolled for twelve 
months. The whole force we must arm with shot. guns and rifles, with 
which a strongly-fortified position can be defended as perfectly as with 
musket and bayonet, for the bayonet cannot be used there. ‘We have 
applied to the Governor to have an act passed for the purchase of arms 
and their compressment when necessary, and giving power to impress 
negro men, when necessary, to labor on the public works. 

We have no expectation that force will be necessary, however. We 
expect a community so patriotic as ours to furnish their private arms 
for the public service or become volunteers and use them. The im- 
pression that many men have that they will be more secure by retain- 
ing their arms for their personal defense is a great error. The true 
policy for Southern people is to keep the enemy at a distance. If he is 
suffered to penetrate into the interior we shall find eur private arms of 
little benefit, and concerted action for self-defense becomes impracticable. 
In this hour of our peril the man who loves his family best provides 
for their safety by meeting the enemy on the threshold ef the country. 

The enemy is preparing a great expedition by land and water against 
our forces on the Mississippi River. The position of cur army at Co- 
lumbus is one of great strength, but unless it is properly sustained on 
its flanks and the communication on its rear preserved, the result might 
be a disaster involving the loss of our arm y there, with all its arms, artil 
lery, and munitions, the consequences of which would be the command 
by the foe of this great river, the destruction of the towns upon it, the 
loss of immense property, and the isolation of ail the States west of 
the Mississippi from us. 

A strong work and competent force on the Tennessee River is con- 
sidered by every general at Coluinbus as a weasure of great importance, 
not only to the security of North Alabama and North Mississippi, but 
of the Memphis and Charleston and Mobile and Ohio Ntailroads, and 
also preserving communication between our forces at Bowling Green 
and Columbus, and that no time is to be lost in occupying the position. 
We purpose to do so and at once. 

William Dickson, of Franklin County, has been appointed quarter- 
master, and John 7. Abernathy, of Lawrence County, commissary, and 
the plan is fully matured, and the comfort of the volunteers and labor- 
ers will be provided for. 

If our people at home were convinced, as we are, that a deadly struggle 
for our homes and property is impending, that the enemy ina few days 
will put forth his whole strength for our subjugation, they would rally 
en masse for the public defense. 
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Col. Thomas J. Foster, of Lawrence, is empowered by General Pillow 
to raise a regiment, and other gentlemen will rapidly follow in the noble 
work. The volunteers will be sent down the river as they are organized, 
and we invite the aid of our wives and daughters to prepare clothing 
and tents tor them. 

Ist. Our young men at Columbus are not only enduring the hardships 
of the camp and meeting gallantly the hazards of the battle, but labor- 
ing In the trenches with spades and shovels now, and who are we that 
we ¢ should be exempt from the burdens imposed for the common defense ? 

Special orders from General Weakley will be published from time to 
time, giving direction to the movements. 

SAMUEL D. WEAKLEY. 
JAMES EK. SAUNDERS. 
THOMAS J. FOSTER. 
DAVID DESHLER. 
WM. DICKSON. 

WM. COOPER. 

b. B. TROUSDALE. 

Dated Tuscumbia, Ala., November 23, 1861. 


® 


CamMP HARDEE, 
Col. Wirt Adams’ Regiment Cavalry, November 23, 1861. 


Major-General HARDEE, 
Commanding First Division, C. S. Army, Ky.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to an order 
received through Colonel Adams from you, I made a scout on this day 
from Miller’s Ferry, on Barren River, to Hendrick’s Ferry, on Green 
River. There I found the ferry-flat sunk. I made the ferryman, Peter 
Amos, cross over to me in a skiff. He reported a visit from 30 Union 
men on the night of the 22d instant, under command of John 8. Phelps, 
Simpson, and N iley Emory, men liv ing 10 miles beyond Green River, 
on the Litchfield road, who sunk his hoat, and ordered him to put no 
one ecross the river from this side. This party was armed with mus- 
kets (percussion locks) with bayonets. 

I questioned a man by the name of J. H. Williams, who was taken 
prisoner by these men, with his wagon, containing dry goods, belonging 
to Lewis Ander Son, both living across Green River. Williams was re- 
leased by them on taking the oath of allegiance, but the goods were 
contiscated. Mr. Williams further reported, with ‘much hesitation, that 
four regiments of the enemy were encamped at a place called Derbin, 
on the Litchfield road, this side of Blue River, and about 12 miles 
from Hendrick’s Ferry. This report was confirmed by several refugees 
from the other side of the river, some saying 3,000, some 4,000 men. 

Phelps’ scout belonged to Haw kins’ command. ‘One mile and a half 
below Hendrick’s Ferry is Samuel Young’s Ferry, where there are two 
flats on this side of the river not destroyed, though their destruction is 
apprehended. These flats are capable, eac D, of crossing eight horses. 
Between Young’s and Hendrick’s Ferries i IS another larver ‘flat, on the 
other side of the river, filled with water, which can be used when bailed 
out. Several refugees reported also that a camp was being formed by 
the enemy 4 miles ‘bey ond Green River from Hendrick’s Ferry. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PAUL RAVESIES, 
Capt. Comdg. Scout from Col. Wirt Adams’ Regt. Cavalry. 
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BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Kentucky Line, near Albany, November 24, 1861. 


Lieutenant-Colonel MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Bowling Green, Ky. : 

Sir: Colonel Stanton’s regiment will probably camp at Monticello 
to-night; Colonel Murray’s about 12 miles distant from Monticello, 
towards Albany. They have with them five cavalry companies, with 
which they are ordered to seize the ferry-boats at the crossings of the 
Cumberland. Captain Shdliha and Captain Ustell, engineer officers, 
have accompanied the cavalry to make reconnaissances. The command 
with which I left Jaecksborough camps here to-night, 8 miles from Al ’ 
bany, through which place we will pass to-morrow. My information js - 
that. ferry-boats are used on the Cumberland River at Burkesville; at 
Creelsborough, 17 miles above Burkesville ; at Rowena, 15 miles above 
Creelsborough ; at Horse Shoe Bottom, 8 miles above Rowena; at Doro- 
thea Landing, 16 miles (by land) above Horse Shoe Bottom; at Mill 
Springs, 8 miles above Dorothea Landing; and at three ferries within 
44 miles below the forks of the Cumberland; that is, one immediately 
below the fork, Stegall’s Ferry, 15 miles below, and one just below 
Waitsborough. I think the ferry at Horse Shoe Bottom is the one 
called Greene’s Ferry, where it is rumored the enemy are probably con- 
centrating. 

The enemy have 1,300 men at Camp Goggin, on the north bank of 
the river, opposite Waitsborough. My information leads me to suppose 
that there are now no forces of the enemy on this side of the river. 
Captain Estell, who has made a rapid reconnaissance, reports six pieces 
of artillery at Camp Goggin. : 

I have no later information than that alluded to two days ago, of the 
2,000 men at Campbellsville, the 1,200 at Columbia, and the regiment 
at Lebanon. North of the river is to us yet as a terra incognito. At 
Mill Springs and Dorothea Landing the southern bank is bluff and the 
northern flat and low. At Creelsborough and Rowena this is reversed. 
At Horse Shoe Bottom the north bank is higher than the south; is tim- 
bered; the south bank is cleared. At Rowena the same as to timber. 
At Creelsborough no timber on either side; same at Burkesville. At 
Mill Springs no timber between the height on this side and the river. 
This information Captain Sheliha communicates, and he learns that the 
surrounding country is fertile and well stocked, and that there is a 
grist and a saw mill at Mill Springs. It is probable a good position 
may be found there for winter quarters. 

We have the first snow-flakes for the season to-day; the weather 
cold and stormy for the last two days. | 

I wrote to Maj. V. K. Stevenson, assistant quartermaster-general, at 
Nashville, on the 10th, for 500 axes, 300 shovels, 200 picks, and other 
trenching tools; also for 200 pack-saddles, which are often needed to 
fit up dashing movements in a mountainous country impassable to 
wagon trains; but have heard from neither. I do not know how I can 
dispense with the tools, and fear I shall be seriously embarrassed for 
want of them. 

Very respectfully, 
F. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., November 24, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Commanding, &e., Russellville : 

Sir: General Johuston directs you to return to this place with your 
brigade. You will leave one company of cavalry in the vicinity of Rus- 
sellville for five or six days, with orders to gain all possible information 
of the movements of the enemy after your departure and then march 
for this place. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


C. S. ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Nashville, Tenn., November 24, 1861. 
Lieut. Col. W. W. MacKkatt, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. West. Dept., Bowling Green, Ky. : 

Str: For the information of the commanding general I inclose a 
copy of a report just received from Lieutenant Joseph Dixon, C. 8. 
Army, in charge of the defenses at Fort Donelson, with a copy of a tele- 
gram from General Pillow, commanding First Division, Western De- 
partment, ordering Lieutenant Dixon to proceed to Fort Henry, Ten- 
nessee River, and perform certain duties at that place, thereby calling 
him from the direction of the works (much needed) to which I had as- 
signed him at Fort Donelson. 

In regard to labor, I would suggest that the batteries at Fort Donel. 
son can be completed sooner by the troops, perhaps, than if an effort 
were made to collect negroes for the purpose from the surreunding 
country. With re-enforcements proposed for the garrison the requisite 
amount of work can well be done by fatigue parties. In imminent 
danger, the brigadier-general commanding Forts Donelson and Henry 
might be authorized to press all neighborhood negro labor into service, 
but under other circumstances I do not think that the labor of troops 
and slaves can be combined to any advantage. 

I must respectfully request that the commanding general will estab- 
lish the channel through which orders and instructions must pass to 
all persons in the Western Department employed in the direetion and 
construction ef defenses. Except in pressing emergencies they should 
certainly be given through the chief engineer of the department, and 
the exceptional cases should be at once reported to that office. 

With the least delay possible I will send a civil engineer to Fort 
Henry, who is familiar with the ground around the place and who has 
been employed heretofore at that work. The local duties can be in- 
trusted to him (Mr. Hayden) by Lieutenant Dixon, who should cer- 
tainly give his personal supervision to the defenses of the Lower Cum- 
berland until they are in condition to make a respectable resistance. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. I’. GILMER, 
Major, and Chief Engineer of Western Department. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


Fort DONELSON, Trenn., November 21, 1861. 
Major GILMER, 
Chief Engineer, Western Department, Bowling Green, Ky. : 
Magor: I have the honor to report that I have completed the new 
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battery on the river, and I am at present preparing to mount the pieces 
in it. I have also laid out a little work on the ridge about 100 yards 
back of the encampment, and have mounted the two 9-pounders there. 
1 have had the trees felled around the encampment so as to form a very 
good abatis. That portion of the old field where the dragoons were 
encainped when you were here I will cause to be obstructed by digging 
trous-de-loup and dragging small trees over the open space. I wish 
you would get the general to give an order to press labor, for it cannot 
be obtained here in any other way. 

There are not more than 200 troops here fit for duty; all the rest are 
sick or on leave of absence. 

I have just received a telegraphic order from General Pillow. I 
would like to know whose orders | am to obey. I send inclosed a copy 
of General Pillow’s order. I will go to Fort Heury and see what 1s 
wanting, and return here and await your orders. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH DIXON, 
First Licutenunt, C. 8. Army. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


Hpgrs. First DIvIsiIoN, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., November 20, 1861. 


Captain DIxon, 
Engineer, Fort Donelson: 

You will proceed to Fort Henry and make necessary reconhaissances 
and surveys for an additional work on the Tennessee River. 

A large force of slaves, with troops to protect them, from Alabama 
will report at Danville for this work, the construction of which you will 
superintend and push to completion as early as possible. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, Commanding. 


C. S. ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Nashville, Tenn., November 24, 1861. 
Lieut. JOSEPH DIXON, 
C. 8S. Army, Fort Donelson: 

Sir: Ihave just received your letter of the 21st instant, reporting 
progress on the works at ort Donelson, and the inclosed copy of a 
telegraphic order from General Pillow, directing you to repair to Fort 
Henry, thereby interrupting the procress of the work, I fear, committed 
to your charge by ie at Fort Donelson. 

I have just sent copies of your letter to me and of General Pillow’s 
telegram to you to General Johnston, with an earnest request that he 
will establish at once the channel through which you and all others 
engaged in the direction and construction of defenses in the Western 
Department shall receive their instructions. Certainly the chief engi- 
neer of the department furnishes the proper channel, and if exceptions 
be made in cases of emergency the exceptions should be reported forth- 
with to that officer. I will send Mr. Hayden, civil engineer, to Fort 
Henry. He can attend to the local duties there, as he has been em- 
ployed on Fort Henry before, and is now here finishing the draw-bridge 
tor that work. He is called Captain Hayden, having held that coin- 
mission in the Tennessee service. You will please to give him your 
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instructions by letter, if possible, and require him to press forward 
any work you may decide upon as being necessary in addition to those 
already constructed at Fort Henry. I will have at least one more 32- 
pounder gun sent to Fort Donelson—if possible, two more. You will 
therefore prepare extensions of parapet sufficient for them by the time 
they can reach you. 

You say nothing of the progress of Mr. T. J. Glenn, civil engineer, 
to whom I intrusted the placing of obstructions in the river under the 
guns of Fort Donelson. Please to sttpervise his progress and report 
to me, and have every aid given him that the garrison can afford. 
You wiil please report to me what you propose to do additional at Fort 
Henry. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. F. GILMER, 
Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 





Hpgrs. FIRST BRIGADE, FIRST DIviston, C. A. Ky., 
Oukland, November 24, 1861. 
Lieut. D. G. WHITE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: I have since my courier left received the following information 
of the enemy’s movements in the direction of Khzabetltown: 

His main body is still at Nolin. About 3,000, including infantry, 
artillery, and cavalry, are at Bacon Creek, under Rousseau. The rail- 
road bridge across Bacon Creek has been rebuilt. The Yankees have 
there eight ferry-boats and a large quantity of bridge timbers. These 
they intend moving by railroad to Munfordville, with the view to cross 
part of their force in the boats and hold this bank of Green River while 
the bridge is being repaired. This information comes to me from P. H. 
Gardner, whom I have had heretofore in my employ as a spy. He will 
bear this letter. He learned from an abolitionist direct from Rousseau’s 
camp that the enemy’s loss at Brownsville in the skirmish before re- 
ported was 8 killed and 7 or 8 wounded. 

Very respectfully, 
T. C. HINDMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





KNOXVILLE, TENN., November 25, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 

The military authorities in command at this post have determined 
to try the bridge-burners and other men charged with treason by a 
court-martial. What shall I do? Answer. 

J.C. RAMSAY, 
C. S. District Attorney for the District of Tennessee. 





RICHMOND, November 25, 1861. 
J. C. RAMSAY, 
District Attorney, Knoxville: 
I am very glad to hear of the action of the military authorities, and 
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hope to hear they have hung every bridge-burner at the end of the 


burned bridge. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
hichmond, November 25, 1861. 


Col. W. B. Woop, Knozville, Tenn.: 


Sir: Your report of the 20th instant* is received, and I proceed to 
give you the desired instructions in relation to the prisoners taken by 
you amongst the traitors in East Tennessee: 

Ist. All such as.can be identified as having been engaged in bridge- 
burning are to be tried summarily by drum-head court-martial, and, if 
found guilty, executed on the spot by hanging. It would be well to — 
leave their bodies hanging in the vicinity of the burned bridges. 

2d. All such as have not been so engaged are to be treated as pris- 
oners of war, and sent with an armed guard to Tuscaloosa, Ala., there 
to be kept imprisoned at the depot selected by the Government for 
prisoners of war. Wherever you can discover that arms are concealed 
by these traitors you will send out detachments, search for and seize 
the arms. In no case is one of the men known to have been up in 
arms against the Government to be released on any pledge or oath of 
allegiance. The time for such measures is past. They are all to be 
held as prisoners of war, and held in jail till the end of the war. Such 
as come in voluntarily, take the oath of allegiance, and surrender their 
arms are alone to be treated with leniency. 

Your vigilant execution of these orders is earnestly urged by the 
Government. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


P. S.—Judge Patterson, Colonel Pickens, and other ringleaders of 
the same class must be sent at once to Tuscaloosa to jail as prisoners 
of war. 


[NotrE.—The same letter with a slight verbal alteration of the open- 
ing paragraph and the omission of the postscript, was sent at the same 
time to Brig. Gen. F. K. Zollicoffer, Jacksborough, Tenn., and Colonel . 
Leadbetter, Jonesborough, Tenn.] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
kichmond, November 25, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. W. H. CARROLL, 
Chattanooga, Tenn.: 


Sir: Your letter of the 17th instant has been received,t and I have 
the honor to inform you, in reply, that the course you are pursuing 


“See ‘ Revolt of Unionists in East Tennessee,” Series I, Vol. IV, p. 250. 
tSeo Series I, Vol. IV, p. 245. 
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towards the traitors in East Tennessee does not meet the approval of 
this Department. | 
You will be pleased to observe the following instructions :* 
* * * * % * * 
Your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





PouNnD GAP, November 25, 1861. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector-General C. 8. A., Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I arrived at Colonel Williams’ camp yesterday. I hear, 
from sources deemed reliable, that the enemy have fallen back, how far 
I do not know, nor do I know from what cause, but I think it probable 
they will occupy the State road from the mouth of Sandy to the county 
seat of Bath (Owingsville), and thence along the mountain’s base, which 
is a considerable contraction of their circle. I have ordered my whole 
body of cavalry up from Clinch River, to which they had fallen back, 
and shall start them immediately to the front to ascertain the where- 
abouts of the enemy, and by their movements to inspirit our friends, 
who are said to be much dispirited by the insolent course of the enemy 
and their friends. Provisions are cheap on the other side of the 
mountains and forage in many places is abundant. I shall press for- 
ward cautiously, but sufficiently, I hope, to address myself successfully 
to the mountain people of Kentucky. 

My infantry is all undrilled and very badly clad. I have sent my 
brigade quartermaster, Charles E. Marshall, to Richmond, to urge in- 
mediate supplies and to execute his bonds. I commend hin to you asa 
gentleman of Ligh business capacity and sterling integrity. He wants 
experience in army matters, and any assistance you can render him will 
be thankfully remembered by me. 

I find that some misinformation has been given to you about the 
companies at Pound Gap destined to form a regiment for Colonel Moore. 
They were raised by order of General Zollicotter, with a condition that 
they were to be kept in Scott and Wise Counties only to defend the 
mountain passes, and not to leave this State. They are under the com- 
mand of Major Ward, who raised them at the instance of General Zolli- 
coffer. They are unwilling to be placed in a regiment under Colonel 
Moore in any event, but especially refuse to be taken from their own 
ofiicer or to change the term of their service from one special in its 
- e¢haracter to one which will be general. Colonel Moore has not moved 
any of his five companies from Abingdon yet. I think it highly proba- 
ble he never will, and if he is not capable of responding more rapidly 
than he has done to my orders, it makes little difference if he never 
does. I have received your order to organize this battalion into a regi- 
ment, under Colonel Moore, but under the circumstances I deem it pru- 
dent to delay the execution of that order until you are possessed fully 
of all the facts of the case. Meanwhile the battalion will remain on 
duty subject to Major Ward. In any event, there will be required a 
reserve at this point to guard the pass and the line of supply, and these 
men will do very well for such service. I will cause them to build 
cabins and so arrange them as to fortify the gap, and it can be made 
a depot for supply to an army in front. 

I have to urge you, general, to cause another battery to be sent for- 








*These instructions were the same as those in Benjamin to Wood, of same date, p. 7OI. 
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ward to me to this point. I shall then only have eight pieces of artillery. 
I have ordered Colonel Trigg to move forward on the Piketon road from 
his present position. IJ will communicate with him before he arrives at 
Piketon, if Iam not there in person to receive him. J have several 
men raising recruits in Kentucky in the mountain counties, and I do 
think the clothes and the food, the comforts of the soldier, will be 
indispensable as an auxiliary to this business of organization. You 
cannot expect men to be contented without blankets or overcoats or 
shoes in the snow and ice of a high mountain range. The physique 
overcomes the sentimental. I nominate Dr. Basil C. Duke as chief of 
the medical staff of this brigade and request his commission. This 
completes my staff. 

I hope the Secretary will recognize the propriety of my request for 
another regiment, as it is now palpable I have only a part of one, under 
Colonel Trigg, and it is doubtful if Colonel Moore will ever come for- 
ward, or, if he does, that he will only have a battalion, and these all 
undrilled. It would be of very serious import should I be left with no 
force to advance, or with only such as to retreat again when a heavier 
force presents itself. The effect upon the people is of the worst charac- 
ter, and in this matter time is an element of the first consequence. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, 
H. MARSHALL, ~ 
Brigadier-General, C. 8S. Army. 


7 


Camp HARDEE, Borling Green, November 25, 1861. 
Col. WIRT ADAMS, Commanding Regiment : 

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in pursuance of your instrue- 
tions, L proceeded at an early hour this morning with my company m 
the direction of Green River, for the purpose of gaining information of 
the enemy, reported as being in force at Hendrick’s Ferry. I visited all 
the ferries on Green River within a day’s march of this post, viz, 
Young’s, Hendrick’s, and Hanaker’s, without being able to discover 
any of the enemy’s force. From the most authentic information that 
could be obtained I am satisfied that no greater force than a detach- 
ment of 12 or 14 men have been for some time past in the vicinity of 
any of the ferries above named. 

The ferry-boats at Hendrick’s and TWanaker’s have been destroyed by 
the enemy, and an attempt was made last night by them to decoy to 
the other side two boats now at Young’s. 

The nearest point to Green River from this post being 13 miles, I 
beg leave to state that, owing to the condition of the roads, the march 
there and back in the same day cannot be made without serious Injury 
to the horses. 

I have to report also that the boat at Van Meter Ferry is in such con- 
dition as to make the passage of horses exceedingly dangerous. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. F. HARRISON, 
Captain, Wirt Adams’ Regiment Cavalry. 


Hpors. Frrst Divison, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., November 25, 1861. 
Governor Harris, Nashville, Tenn.: 
Fifteen thousand re-enforcements of the enemy had reached Cairo, 
and others were at Saint Louis, awaiting transportation, on Saturday. 
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They commenced returning up the river to-day. We have informa- 
tion that General Price is advancing on Saint Louis. This explains 
the counter-movement, and I think it will prevent the threatened move- 
ment on this place until the winter will close in. We have about com- 
pleted our defenses, making this place impregnable when sustained 
with gunboat fleet and with forces near Union City. You may now 
take time to organize your forces, gather your arms, and largely in- 
crease the volunteer forces, holding over the country the call for the 
militia. Many men will volunteer to avoid the odium of being forced 
into the service. I deem this important information for you to possess, 
that you may shape your course accordingly. 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Knoxville, November 26, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: [I have the honor to report that I arrived here on Saturday last, 
by order of General Zollicoffer, and assumed command of this post on 
Sunday. I found stationed here Colonel Wood’s battalion and several 
companies of infantry and cavalry. There seemed to be much uneasi- 
ness and apprehension felt in reference to the disaffected portion of the 
population. I have put the city under military rule and have restored 
peace and security. 

I have detailed and sent to the various districts where I had informa- 
tion there were any gatherings of disaffected citizens and had them dis- 
persed, and in many instances the leaders arrested. As soon as possible, 
I dispatched companies of mounted men to scour the country, with in- 
structions to arrest and send here all persons who were inciting rebell- 
ion or were found with arms, resisting the authorities. Inall instances 
where there was no proof of disloyalty I have discharged the prisoners 
upon their taking the oath of allegiance. 

There are now in custody here about 70 persons, many of whon, it is 
believed, were either directly or indirectly connected with the burning 
of the railroad bridges. Colonel Wood, who was in command here be- 
fore my arrival, had in contemplation a court-martial for the trial of 
those upon whom proof of guilt seemed to be strong. I concurred with 
him, and ordered the meeting on the 28th. The board will be composed 
of some of the most intelligent officers within this post, and I have 
no doubt their action will be prudent and discreet. 

It is important that steam-power should be secured for the purpose 
of driving the machinery necessary in the alteration of arms. I there- 
fore took possession of the printing establishment of Brownlow. ‘The 
steam-engine and building are suitable for our purposes, and it was the 
only one that could be procured here. Brownlow has left, and no cer- 
tain information of his whereabouts can be obtained; it is, however, cer- 
tain that he is aiding and abetting our enemies. I have assured his 
sons, who profess to have sold the establishment to a Mr. Baxter, that 
full indemnity for the use of the establishment would be paid by the 
Government. I have every assurance that the sale to Baxter was a 
false one, and feel that Baxter is not reliable in his loyalty to our Gov- 
ernment. 

In obedience to your instructions, November 22, I have given orders 
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that all contracts for hogs or cattle made with the agents of the Con- 
federate Government shall be complied with, and have dispatched sev- 
eral armed parties to see that it is properly executed. 

There are 1,140 sacks of salt here. I have directed 400 sacks should 
be delivered to D. Morris & Co. and 400 sacks to Wilson & Johuson. 
This is sufficient to meet their present wants, and the balance will be 
returned, to meet such other demands as may arise. I will report to 
you again soon. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CARROLL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





CoLumBuS, November 26, 1861. 
W. W. MACKALL: 

In reply to telegram as to General Pillow’s signature to his letters, I 
bave to say that since the accident to the gun my head has been in 
such a state I could not attend to duty, and General Pillow was placed 
in command; that, too, has been reason for not sending report of the 
battle. My report goes forward to-morrow, and I hope to resume com- 
mand in a day or two. 

L. POLK. 





RicumonD, November 26, 1861. 
(Received, Bowling Green, November 27, 1861.) 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON: 

The President desires you to suspend your order to muster out of serv- 
ice the twelve months’ unarmed Mississippi troops until Mr. E. L. Acee, 
of Mississippi, can have a little time to collect and arm a portion of them. 
Mr. Acee leaves here to-day for Mississippi for this purpose. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant- General. 





Abstract from return of troops at Cumberland Gap, Tenn., Col. William M. Churchucell, 
Fourth Tennessee Infantry, commanding, for November 26, 1861. 
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Hpors. First BRIGADE, First Division, C. A. Ky., 
° Graham’s, November 27, 1861. 


Col. W. W. MACKALL, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Sm: My command has fallen back to this place. My pickets are 
45 R R—VOL VII 
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thrown out at distances of from 5 to 7 miles on the turnpike and roads 
to Glasgow and Brownsville. 

A rumor reached me yesterday, just before leaving Oakland, that 
the enemy was crossing in large force at Brownsville that morning. I 
think it probable there were 75 or 100 cavalry sent over to reconnoiter. 

I have no information of the movements of the enemy in my front. 

The order of to-day, through General Hardee, to destroy railroad if 
your couriers report the enemy advancing, will be promptly executed. 

Very respectfully, 
T. C. HINDMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


s 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., November 27, 1861. 


Major-General CRITTENDEN, 
Commanding, Morristown, Tenn. : 


General Johnston directs me to inform you that the territorial limits 
of your command are as follows: East and Middle Tennessee, bounded 
on the west by the railroad from Chattanooga to Nashville; thence up 
the Cumberland River to the Tennessee line, with such portion of Ken- 
tucky as you may any time hold. 

Your forces will consist of those under the orders of General Zolli- 
coffer and Carroll, the Georgia regiment lately sent into the depart- 
ment, and all volunteers arriving and being mustered in. 

If you are satisfied that the late attack upon Kast Tennessee has 
failed and is now abandoned by the enemy, as it appears to us, and 
that his effort will now be made by this more direct route on Nashville, 
the general wishes you to detach and send to Nashville all the foreés 
you can spare without endangering the safety of your district. The 
force of the enemy in front far outnumberg us, and his intention to 
advance no longer admits of a doubt. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WwW. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Thirteen miles west of Monticello, November 27, 1861. 


General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector-General, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: Two regiments cross the river to-day at Mill Springs to endeavor 
to cut off 800 of the enemy at Waitsborough, 9 miles above. A mail 
from Columbia to Monticello has been captured, by which we learn 
that there are two battalions of cavalry and two regiments of infantry 
at Columbia. They had heard of my advance and heard my force was 
9,000. This they doubt, but think if it is true they will have to retreat 
for want of numbers. I Jearn that General Thomas is at Crab Orchard, 
but have no reliable intelligence of forces other than those at Columbia 
and Waitsborough. Ihave sent detachments of eavalry to examine the 
ferries at Burkesville and Creelsborough, 17 miles above Burkesville; 
also to get more particular information of the ferries and roads crossing 
at Dorothea Landing and Horse Shoe Bottom. It is now certain there 
is no enemy this side of the Cumberland. We have here an abundance 
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of beef, pork, and corn, at low prices. The better classes of citizens 
sympathize with us. 
Very respectfully, 
I’, K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
Brigadier- General, 


[Similar report to Lieutenant-Colonel Mackall.] 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., November 27, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: : 

Sir: Two persons of respectability, both arriving from Louisville, 
having no knowledge of each other, have last night and to-day made 
statements to me concerning the enemy which go to show a continued 
increase of force of the different arms of service. I am assured by 
one of them that the force in my front has been augmented to thirty- 
seven regiments and others are expected. I suppose a change of the 
plan of operations has been made, and that the force intended for East 
Tennessee will now be combined with the force on this line, making an 
aggregate strength of probably more than 50,000 men to be arrayed 
against my force here. 

If the forces of the enemy are maneuvered as I think they may be, I 
may be compelled to retire from this place to cover Nashville, with the 
aid of the volunteer force now being organized, which could in that 
way be brought in co-operation. 

It is understood that General Halleck, who will command at Colum- 
bus, and General Buell, who is in command on this line, will make a 
simultaneous attack. I doubt if Buell will make a serious attack on 
my position here. I hope he may. I have requested General Critten- 
den to send a portion of his force to Nashville, if in his judgment it 
can be done without weakening his force too much. 

A position of so much importance as Fort Pillow should be placed 
under the command of an able and experienced officer. I hope such a 
one will be selected and ordered to take command there at once. He 
should, in reference to the garrison, have at least the grade of brigadier- 
general, 

We still have a great many sick, but the measles, which so afflicted 
our troops, spreads much more slowly. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


The workmen of the enemy are rebuilding the railroad bridge over 
Green River. | 


EN Route FoR BowLinG GREEN, 
Distant about 25 miles, November 27, 1861—10.30 a. m. 
W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Bowling Green: 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt at this moment of 
the duplicate of your communication of November 24. The original I 
received late at night on the evening of the 25th, and in obedience to 
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its instructions commenced my return with my command to Bowling 
Green on the morning of the 26th, having detached the cavalry com- 
pany to Russellville, with the proper orders. 

Owing to the weather and the condition of the roads the progress of 
the command is necessarily slow. I hope, however, to reach Bowling 
Green to-morrow evening. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. 1st Ky. Brig., 2d Div., Central Column. 


CoLUMBUS, November 28, 1501. 
General JOHNSTON: 

The following are extracts from dispatches I have received to-day— 
the first from General Frost, at Saint Louis, the second from a friend 
in Paducah : 

First: 

The enemy intend to make an attack on Columbus in twenty days, with a force ot 
from 75,000 to 100,000 men. If you can repulse them, it will have a better effect than 
a defeat on the Potomac. There has been shipped from Saint Louis to Cairo a large 


amount of cannon and ammunition. In Saint Louis there [are] eight mortar boats and 
eight gunboats. 


Second extract : 


They say when they do move on Columbus they expect to surround you and starve 
you into submission. I heard a responsible gentleman, who is perfectly acquainted 
With affairs in Paducah and Cairo, say that it is the calculation publicly expressed 
among the officers at Cairo. 

These extracts shadow forth correctly their plans. Every effort 
should be made to prepare a strong force to meet him on my right and 
rear. No time should be lost. 

| GID. J. PILLOW, 


Brigadtér-General, Commanding. 


_ HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Ordnance Office, Jackson, Miss., November 28, 1861. 


Maj. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK: 


DEAR GENERAL: I have just returned from Vicksburg, where I was 
ordered to inspect our fortifications and report their condition, and also 
to recommend the construction of such other works as are necessary for 
the defense of that point against the threatened descent of our enemy 
by the river to New Orleans. 

I was compelled to report that I think it impossible to defend Vicks- 
burg by any works we can construct on the left bank of the river un- 
aided by fortifications on the Louisiana side. I have therefore written 
to Governor Moore (by authority of Governor Pettus), indicating the 
points necessary to be fortified on the right bank. 

Unless fortifications are erected on the Arkansas side opposite those 
on the Tennessee shore, the Yankee armada can descend by Memphis. 
Batteries on the banks will hardly be able, even with a heavy converg- 
ing fire from both banks, to arrest the passage of steamers and floating 
iron-clad batteries without the assistance of booms or other obstruc- 
tions in the channel to hold them in check and under fire for a consid- 
erable length of time. 
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If we have only twenty-four guns to guard a point on the liver, it is 
best to divide them, and place twelve in position on either side, to make 
their service more efficient. I do not think it will be possible for you 
to stop the enemy at Columbus, even if you defend it successfully, unless 
you have the opposite bank fortified. 

With the aid of piles driven in the river, trees lodged against them, 
and such booms, where the channel is deep, as the Chinese used when 
they deteated the British at the Pei-Ho forts, making a succession of 
obstructions extending across the river under your guns, the defense of 
Vicksburg and New Orleans may be made successfully by you at Co- 
lumbus. 

The plan of the enemy is obvious. Their object is to take New Or- 
leans. If their armada can descend the river, with a land force of 
20,000, capture and destroy our steamers and all our means of river 
transportation, and anchor above New Orleans, they can safely wait 
tor the co-operation of their Gulf force. With the command of Lake 
Pontchartrain and the Passes and all the avenues of approach to the 
city, we cannot relieve it even with a force of 100,000 men. I think 
if they are defeated on land at Columbus, Memphis, Vicksburg, Natchez, 
Baton Rouge, and erery other point above, they can run the gauntlet 
vf our batteries with their armada down to New Orleans, unless we 
fortify both banks of the Mississippi at Columbus and the defensible 
points below. 

Pardon the above, which is written under a sense of duty, and with 
the highest regard for you as a general and as a man. 

I, like yourself, have laid aside (almost) my pastoral staff for the 
sword, deploring this war, and endeavoring to bring it to an end by 
the Lord’s help. Educated for the army, I could not refuse my serv- 
ices as a Soldier to my country in her severe trial. 

Respectfully, your friend and obedient servant, 
EDWARD FONTAINE, 
Tieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Ordnance, M. A. 





C. S. ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Nashville, Tenn., November 28, 1861. 


Capt. M. H. WRricut, 
Ordnance Department, Nashville, Tenn. : 


Sir: For the batteries at Fort Donelson and Clarksville, Cumber- 
land River, you will please to make a requisition for the following 
additional guns, viz: 

Tour 8-inch columbiads, or, if these cannot be had, then four other 
euns of long range, four 32-pounder guns; all to be delivered at Clarks- 
ville, Tenn., with platforms, chassis, and carriages complete; also 50 
rounds of ammunition. 

Also for Fort Henry, Tennessee River, the following : 

Four 8-inch columbiads, four other heavy guns of long range, four 
32-pounder guns. These to be delivered at Tennessee Bridge, 20 miles 
above Tort Henry, with platforms, chassis, and carriages complete, 
and 50 rounds of ammunition. 

By order of General Johnston: 

J. F. GILMER, 
Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 
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ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Nashville, November 28, 1861. 


Lieut. Col. W. W. MACKALL, 
Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Western Dept., Bowling Green, Iy.: 
Sir: Last evening I received the following telegram from Mr. T. J. 
Glenn, civil engineer, employed by me in obstructing the Cumberland 
River, under the guns of Fort Donelson, with trees and timber, viz: 


CUMBERLAND CITY, November 27, 1861. 
Maj. J. F. GILMER, Saint Cloud Hotel: 


General Tilghman has ordered me to suspend. Instruct me immediately. _ , 
T. J. GLENN. 


To which I replied at once as follows: 


You will continue the work for obstructing the Cumberland River. 
J. F. GILMER, 


Major of Engineers. 


The obstructing works on which Mr. Glenn is engaged are far ad- 
vanced, and to be effective must be completed. It will be impossible 
for me to rely upon any work being done properly if each subordinate 
brigadier-general be allowed to suspend operations ordered by me. | 
must therefore earnestly request that the general commanding the 
Western Department hold Brigadier-General Tilghman responsible 
for the act now reported, and forbid the repetition of like interference 
for the future. 

Your instructions of the 22d, in reference to requisitions for ordnance 
by Captain Wright, was not received until the afternoon of the 26th 
instant. 

I am. sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. GILMER, 
Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 





JACKSON, [November] 28, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON: ' 


I have ordered troops to assemble at Corinth and Grenada. Consid- 
erable armed force now at these rendezvous. Order supplies for them. 
{ am arming the companies called out under your first requisition as 
fast as possible. 

JOHN J. PETTUS. 
| [NOVEMBER 28 (?), 1861.] 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON :* 


GENERAL: In conformity with your order to report to you on the 
defenses of the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers at the time of my 
taking command in the West, I have to say that those defenses were at 
that time not included in my command, nor were they until after you 
assumed the charge of the Western Department. My command up to 
that time was limited on the north and east by the Tennessee River. 
Shortly after taking command of the Western Department Lieutenant 
Dixon, of the Corps of Engineers, was instructed by you to make an 
examination of the works at Forts Henry and Donelson and to report 
upon them. These instructions were complied with, and he reported 


*See pp. 923, 924. 
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that the former fort, which was nearly completed, was built not at the 
most favorable position, but that it was a strong work, and, instead 
of abandoning it and building at another place, he advised that it 
should be completed and other works constructed on the opposite 
side of the river, on the high lands just above the fort. Measures 
tor the accomplishment of this work were adopted as rapidly as 
the means at our disposal would allow. A negro force which was 
offered by planters in Tennessee and North Alabama was employed 
on the work, and efforts were made to push it to completion as fast as 
the means at command would allow. 

Lieutenant Dixon also made a similar reconnaissance on the Cum- 
berland, and gave it as his opinion that, although a better position 
might have been chosen for the fortifications on that river, under the 
cireumstances then surrounding our command it would be better to 
retain and strengthen the position chosen. He accordingly made sur- 
veys for additional outworks, and the service of a considerable slave 
force was obtained to construct them. This work was continued and 
kept under the supervision of Lieutenant Dixon. Lieutenant Dixon 
also advised the placing of obstructions in the Cumberland at a certain 
point below, where there was shoal water, so as to afford protection to 
the operatives engaged on the fortifications against the enemy’s gun- 
boats. This was done, and it operated as a check to the navigation so 
long as the water continued low. 

You are aware that efforts were made to obtain heavy ordnance to 
arm these forts, but as we had to rely on supplies from the Atlantic 
sea-coast, they came slowly, and it became necessary to divert a num- 
ber of pieces intended for Columbus to the service of those forts. 

The principal difficulty in the way of a successful defense of the 
vivers in question was the want of an adequate force—a force of 
infantry and a force of experienced artillerists. They were applied for 
by you and also by me, and the appeal was nade earnestly to every 
quarter from whence relief might be hoped for. Why it was not fur- 
nished others must say. I believe the chief reason, so far as the infantry 
was concerned, was the want of arms. As to experienced artillerists, 
they were not in the country. 

When General Tilghman was made brigadier-general he was assigned 
by you to the command of the defenses on the Tennessee and Cumber- 
land. Itwas at a time when the operations of the enemy had begun to 
be active on those rivers, and the difficulty of communicating as rapidly 
as the exigencies of the service required, through the circuitous route 
to Columbus, made it expedient for lim to place himself in direct com- 
munication to the general headquarters. Nevertheless, all the support 
I could give him in answer to his calls was afforded. He received from 
Columbus a detachmentof artillery officers as instructors of his troops in 
that arm on two several occasions, and all the infantry at my command 
that could be spared from the defense of Columbus. 

The importance of gunboats as an element of power in our military 
operations was frequently brought to the attention of the Government. 
One transport boat, the astport, was ordered to be purchased, and 
converted into a gunboat on the Tennessee River, but it was unfortu- 
nately too late to be of any service. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Knoxville, November 28, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 

I have received a note from Brownlow, stating that he would come in 
if I would guarantee no personal violence. He has not been with any 
armed troops. Will send copy of his letter. 

WM. H. CARROLL, 
° Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Greenville, East Tenn., November 28, 1861. 
General S. CooPEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond: 

SIR: Since my last, dated at Jolson Station, Carter County, I have 
placed Captain McClellan, of the Tennessee cavalry, with his company, 
at Elizabethtown, the county town of Carter County, with a view to 
preserve order and hold the disaffected in check. He reports an im- 
provement in the aspec¢t of affairs in that neighborhood. 

Captain White, of the Third Georgia Battalion, occupies the crossing 
of the Holston at Union, protecting the county bridge, so necessary 
since the burning of the other. A part of his company also guards the 
bridge over the Watauga at Carter Depot, and the remainder of it is 
at Johnson Station, or Haynesville, where there is a water-tank, now 
important, and generally a quantity of rolling stock. 

The headquarters of the command has been removed to Greeneville, 
Greene County, hitherto regarded perhaps as the headquarters of insur- 
rection. This county voted for the Union by four to one and continues 
much disturbed. On the 24th, soon after my arrival here, it was found 
that a party of 200 or 300 were in arms at a place called Chimney 
Top, in the northern part of the county, and it was thought advisable 
to disperse them at once. Stovall’s battalion being joined by two com- 
panies of Colonel Powell’s regiment (Lieutenant-Colonel Arnold) and 
half a company of Tennessee cavalry (Captain Mclin), I marched the 
command in that direction on the morning of the 24th instant. In the 
course of the day we learned that a part of the insurgent force had 
crossed our road in the preceding night, but we kept on, hoping to find 
the main body. Toward night it was ascertained that it was the whole 
force which had retreated in the preceding night, and their absence was 
verified by our cavalry. 

On the morning of the 25th we retraced owr steps to the line of the 
insurgents’ retreat, when, being ill from weather and water, I turned 
over the command to Colonel Stovall, with orders to pursue as far as 
practicable. The cavalry had already been in pursuit since early morn- 
ing. Colonel Stovall continued the pursuit to the Chucky jtiver, in 
the neighborhood of Rheatown, where, finding no bridge nor ferry-boat, 
and a bad ford, he deemed it advisable to return with his immediate 
cominand to this place. Captain Yeiser, of the artillery, crossed, how- 
ever, with his two pieces, and succeeded in capturing two insurgent 
prisoners, one holding the rank ot captain (Waddell) in that body. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Arnold, having succeeded in mounting most of his 
two companies, also crossed the Chucky and joined the cavalry. This 
was on the 2oth, and to-day he has sent in for re-enforcements, which 
have gone to hin—something over a lundred men, under Major Rudler. 

The insurgents appear to be making for Ceeke and Sevier Counties, 
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where they are said to have many friends. To-day a messenger from 
Parrottsville, Cocke County, brings intelligence that insurgents were 
approaching that village this morning, and the inhabitants were in 
instant expectation of attack. On every hand we hear of similar 
movements, accounts often exaggerated, but there is really great com- 
motion and hostility. 

I think that we have effected something, have done some good; but 
whenever a foreign force enters this country, be it soon or late, three- 
fourths of this people will rise in arms to jom them. At present they 
seem indisposed to fight, and the great difficulty is to reach them. 
Scattering in the mountain paths, they can scarcely be caught; and as 
their arms are hidden when not in use, it is almost impossible to dis- 
arm them. Cavalry, though a bad force for fighting them in case they 
would fight, is yet the only force whichcanreachthem. Itis adequate, 
too, to disperse and capture them in their present state of morale. I 
am confident that a mounted regiment with two very light guns would 
do more to quiet this tier of counties than five times ‘the number on 
foot. Wecould do something by pressing horses, but they are gen- 
erally needed for the daily wants of the people. In default of regular 
mounted troops, 500 horses at least must be unpressed, and perhaps 
1,000. The people of Greeneville seem to be peaceful enough. 

The bridge over Lick Creek, or rather the trestle work, has been 
finished for some days; that at the Holston is going on "favorably. 
The company had proposed not to trestle the latter, but to rebuild the 
bridge—a work of some months. I thought it my duty to insist on the 
trestle work, which can be done in three weeks, at a cost of $1,500, and 
which will afford a passage and also be of great service in building 
the bridge itself. At the Hiawassee trestling is not feasible, owing to 
the great depth of water, the character of the bottom, and the sudden 
freshets of the stream. Lieutenant Mason, Virginia Engineers, reports 
that the work of rebuilding there is going on favorably. 

Col. S. A. M. Wood, of the Seventh Alabama, having disposed a 
part of his regiment, as directed, for the protection of the bridges be- 
tween Chattanooga and Knoxville, has his main body near the former 
place. He appears to have been very zealous and active against the 
insurgents and has captured some prisoners. He urges the importance 
of keeping the regiment in that immediate vicinity in order to. repress 
disturbances, which are so prevalent. Iunderstand that troops of Gen- 
erals Zollicoffer and Carroll are stationed on some parts of the road 
and are building winter quarters. We are not likely to have too many 
troops, but I could wish the command to be a unit and not doubtful. 
I propose to pass over the whole line within a day or two from this 
date, to learn what dispositions are necessary for the winter. It is 
presumed that the troops of Generals Zollicofter and Carroll are in- 
tended more especially for operations against the insurgents. 

Twenty-two prisoners have been sent to ) Nashville from Carter County, 
and we have now in confinement some 5 or 6 kuown to have been in 
arms, and who will be sent to Tuscaloosa, under the order of the War 
Department dated the 25th instant. 

Our men are much in want of blankets, the weather varying only 
from cold and wet to cold and dry. Many cases of pneumonia have 
already appeared. I am looking anxiously for the North Carolina 
regiment. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
D. LEADBETTER, 
Colonel, P. A. CO. S., Commanding. 


~ 
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, 
CENTRAL COLUMN OF KENTUCKY, 
Bowling Green, Ky., November 28, 1861. 


Capt. JoHN H. MORGAN: 


Sir: You will without delay join and take command of your squad- 
ron, now at or near Roan’s, on Green River. You will receive the two 
letters of instruction, dated the 26th instant, under which Capt. T. W. 
Allen is acting, and proceed to carry them out, except as herein altered. 
You will, should you deem it sufficiently safe, cross Green River, to get 
the cattle and hogs or to attack the I°ederal Home Guards’ force; btt 
you will avoid careftlly any movement which would involve consider- 
able risk or serious delay. It is important that you should return, at 
furthest, by December 1, and as much earlier as possible. 

By order of General Buckner : 

: G. B. COSBY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
(Inclosures. ] 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, 
CENTRAL ARMY OF KENTUCKY, 
Bowling Green, Ky., November 26, 1861. 
Capt. T. W. ALLEN, | 
Comdg. Captain Morgan’s Cavalry Squadron: 


Str: You will proceed early to-morrow morning, with all the avail- 
able force of your command, provided with one day’s rations, to the 
vicinity of George Roan’s, on Green River, and find about fifty head 
of fat cattle and a lot of hogs, belonging to a man in that neighbor- 
hood, who will be designated by a guide who will accompany you. 
You will drive the cattle and hogs into Bowling Green and deliver 
them to Major Williamson, assistant commissary-general. It is ex- 
pected that a band of Federals, supposed to number about sixty, have 
been committing depredations in Roan’s neighborhood. You will, 
should you find, after thorough investigation, your force sufticient to 
overcome them, endeavor to capture them or their arms, &c., but you 
will not pursue them farther than is consistent with the safety of your 
command, and you will remain on this side of Green River. You will 
collect as much information as possible about the movements of the 
enemy and the disposition of the citizens. You will return as soon as 
these orders can be carried into effect. Should you be absent more 
than one day, you will make full reports by courier daily to these 
headquarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, 
CENTRAL COLUMN OF KENTUCKY, 
Bowling Green, Ky., Navember 26, 1861. 
Capt. T. W. ALLEN, | 
Commanding Morgan’s Squadron: 


Str: Iam directed by General Buckner to give you these farther 
instructions: Your absence from here must not exceed two days. If 
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you cannot return to-morrow (Wednesday night) you must report by 
couriers. You must not bring the hogs if it will seriously delay your 
command, but bring the cattle. It is important that your command 
should return as soon as possible. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
G. B. COSBY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





i 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, _-~ 
Near Newbury, November 28, 1861. 


Lieutenant-Colonel MACKALL, 
Bowling Green, Ky.: 

Sir: I occupy a position midway between Mill Springs and Burkes- 
viHe for a day or two, to perfect my knowledge of the topography, 
resources, &c., of the country, before selecting a position for quarters 
in severe weather and as a basis of action in mild weather this winter. 

Mill Springs, 22 miles east, is in a fertile region, with grist and saw 
mill, wood, water, and capable of easy defense, commanding the ferry. 
Geographically it is the best position on this side of the river for 
cominanding the approaches to Cumberland Gap and Jacksborough. 
Burkesville or Creelsborough would better enable me to open the Cum- 
berland and make secure our supply trains. During the winter, when 
the wagon roads are so bad, it would be far preferable to draw indis- 
pensable supplies direct from Nashville instead of Knoxville. 

Brought to Gainesborough, between 40 and 50 miles from here, on 
boats, 50 or 60 miles of wagoning over bad roads would be saved 
between here and Knoxville. If the country north of the river be- 
tween Burkesville and Gainesborough can be cleared of the enemy, 
they might subsequently be brought to the former place. Pork, corn, 
beef, hay, or fodder, horses, &c., are abundant and cheap here. I 
think the supply of flour will be good. 

This will be handed to you by Maj. Alex. Wynn, who visits you to 
obtain General Johnston’s assent to this arrangement, and, if obtained, 
to see the proper oflicers of the quartermaster and commissary depart- 
ments at Nashville, and perfect the arrangements at as early a day as 
practicable. 

Very respectfully, 
FF. K. ZOLLICOPLFER, 
Brigadier-General. 


P. S.—I am not yet aware that Major-General Crittenden has assumed 

command in this district. 
IF. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 

Brigadier-General. 





CAMP NEAR PouND GAp, WISE COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 
November: 28, 1861. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Bowling Green, Ky.: 

GENERAL: When I was on my way to take command of this column 
I informed you by letter, with a request for such instructions as you 
might have to communicate. The President directed two regiments 
from Virginia and a battery of four pieces to report to me, and directed 
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ine to assume the command of all the troops at Prestonburg aud in — 
that vicinity, ‘‘for the protection and defense of that frontier.” 

My appointment, following certain political conversations, was ac- 
cepted, with an understanding of the scope of what was expected. My 
authority to accept and raise companies, battalions, and regiments into 
the service of the Confederate States was made express and unlim- 
ited, and my separate command (only under your general direction, as 
military chief of the department) was assured in terms. 

It was then rumored at Richmond that some 2,000 or 2,500 men were 
in Prestonburg and were being rapidly mustered into the service of 
the Confederate States, and it was the supposition of the Department 
of War that, with the two regiments from Virginia, I should have a 
torce to commence my operations with of about 5,000 men or its equiv- 
alent. But the regiment of Colonel Trigg (Vifty-fourth Virginia) took 
the field with only 560 effective men, and the other, under Colonel 
Moore, of Abingdon, has not yet joined me with one of his wings, nor 
has that officer, as late as four days since, received his arms; so he 
reports bv letter. 

On my arrival here I found a force (which was intended to be joined 
to the Abingdon battalion, so as to make a regiment) stationed in 
Pound Gap, 350 strong, under Major Thompson, whereas James Giles 
was indicated as the person to be made major of Moore’s regiment when 
organized by me, as per order from the Adjutant-General. I found, 
moreover, that this battalion had been raised by order of Brigadier- 
General Zollicofter for twelve months, to answer a special service, to 
wit, to defend the mountain gaps and to be kept in the counties of Lee, 
Scott, and Wise, in the State of Virginia, and that the men were not 
willing to dispense with the condition expressed in their enlistinent 
nor willing to pass into Kentucky. 

Under these circumstances I deemed it most prudent not to attempt 
the organization of Moore’s regiment without further orders from the Ad- 
jutant-General, whom I advised of the state of facts in the case. I gave 
Colonel Moore orders to move the Abingdon battalion to this point as 
early as the 6th of November, and reported them in writing on the 9th 
of same month. He has not yet come up, for the reason already alluded 
to—want of arms, clothing, rations, and transportation. He has not re- 
ported to me the strength of the force immediately under his command, 
nor can I estimate it beforehand further than to say I suppose it will 
be from 350 to 400 men, making the whole Virginia force in this column 
some 1,200 to 1,300 men, or little more than one regiment, including the 
special-service men—little less than one full regiment, excluding them. 

The infantry force under Col. John S. Williams is reported to me to be 
799 or 835 in the aggregate of officers and men, and the mounted force at 
400. So that from the best knowledge I have, sir, I will state the total 
torce subject to my orders to be, infantry, 2,100; mounted men, 400; 
battery, four pieces, 69 men. Yet in this estimate I count 400 under 
Moore, who have not yet left their homes at Abingdon, butit is reported 
they will move during this week. Say a total of all arms of 2,500 men, 
which is just half of the number [ expected to take the field with. 

The men under Colonel Willams are not yet in their winter clothing, 
though requisition after requisition has been made. Lunderstand, how- 
ever, some clothing, probably sufficient for the command, has arrived at 
Abingdon, and will be brought forward in a few days. This force un- 
der Colonel Williams has been so constantly pressed by the superior 
force of the enemy, that it has not been drilled at all, and is as unskilled 
in tactics as the common militia of the country. The officers seem well 
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disposed to learn, and I hope to be able at an early day to make the 
body effective as a regiment.. The regiment under Trigg is tolerably 
well drilled in the school of the battalion; the mounted force not yet 
drilled at all. They are generally armed with rifles or muskets or shot- 
euns. I have no reeularly- armed cavalry as yet. 

Finding that Colonel Williams was compelled to break up his camp 
at Prestonbure and was retreating on Piketon, I moved Trigg’s force 
aus rapidly as I could in the direction of Piketon from Wytheville, and 
ordered Colonel Moore to move to the Pound Gap from Abingdon, in- 
tending to offer re-enforcements to Colonel Williams, no matter where 
he might be. 

On arriving at Jeffersonville I ascertained by courier from Colonel 
Wilhams that he had abandoned Piketon and was retreating by a 
country cross-road to Pound Gap. The road from Sandy to Jefferson- 
ville, to the Salt Works and the Lead Mines, was now entirely open to the 
chemy, 6,000 strong, at the Kentucky line. There was no defense; for, 
at 70 miles to my right, when at Jeffersonville, General Floyd was at 
the moment pressed back from Cotton Hill (the confluence of the Gau- 
iey and New Rivers) and was moving to Raleigh Court-House, on a line 
perpendicular to the route from Wytheville to Jeffersonville. His force 
was reported at 4,000, Rosecrans’ at 10,000. If Williams was able to 
reach Pound Gap ‘and Moore should re-enforce him, he should have at 
the gap 1,800 or 2,000 men. Yet from the Abingdon road to the Tug 
ork ot Sandy there was not a single soldier except Trigg’s regiment 
at 060 men and Jeffress’ battery of four pieces. 

In consequence of this I moved Trigg’s regiment and the battery to a 
point 18 miles northwest of Jeffersonville, which covers the roads lead- 
ing to the Salt Works from Sandy River, as also the roads to J effcrson- 
Vv ille. 

Leaving Trigg’s regiment there, to be sustained by the militia if 
necessary (for the brigadier-general in that brigade turned them all 
out to meet the supposed exigency after 1 declined to exert that au- 
thority) L came over to this point (about 80 miles), to look to the con- 
dition of affairs here and to organize the forces here for the defense of 
Pound Gap, as well as to fortify it, and then it was my intention to re- 
turn and lead Trigg’s regiment on, if sufficiently re-enforced to promise 
any SUCCESS. 

I am gratified to say that on my arrival here reliable information was 
obtained that the enemy had retreated. I cannot give you any idea of 
the reasons which influenced the withdrawal of the enemy’s force from 
Pikeville. Their retreat was precipitate from all directions east of the 
Olympian Springs, according to rumor, but I have only ascertained 
satisfactorily that the force has been withdrawn from the upper valley 
of the Sandy. It may be withdrawn to the lower levels of the country 
for more pleasant winter quarters. The withdrawal, be it from what 

cause it may, 1s eminently fortunate for us, as the provisions for this 
part of the country are absolutely exhausted, while they are said to be 
cheap and plenty in Kentucky. 

It is my purpose to move my mounted force into Kentucky imme- 
diately, and to throw it forward at least as far as West Liberty, and, if 
possible, as far as the line from Louisa to the Olympian Springs, while 
mv infantry fores will be located upon a line from Whitesburg, in 
Letcher County, to Prestonburg, on the Sandy. There is a passable 
road from the one point to the other. 

Trigg’s regiment and the battery will occupy my right flank at 
Prestonburg, Williams on the head of Beaver Creek, and the regiment 
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of Moore at Whitesburg, with the special-service men in the Gap. I am 
not strong enough to go forward thus far to ascertain what the people 
of Kentucky will do, unless you should find it in your power to let me 
have two or three regiments, in which case I would propose to cover 
more of the country, so as to let out the provisions and men of the State. 
Lhe people of the country are not very well affected, for the same inso- 
Jent domineering has been carried on in the mountains as elsewhere. 

The enemy suttered severely at the battle of Ivy, where 250 of this 
command were engaged against a column of 1,500 for one hour and 
ten minutes. We lost 5 killed and 13 wounded; the enemy lost over 
300 killed and how many wounded we cannot say. The graves of the 
enemy are reported at 396. It was a success, brilliant in conception and 
execution, though the enemy recovered in time to outflank our men, and 
they in turn withdrew from the ground without loss when their ground 
could no longer be maintained. 

If you find this letter long and its report less formal than you would 
desire, it is yet the best account I am able now to give of affairs in this 
section. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, November 29, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith two letters, one from 
Gov. I. G. Harris, of Tennessee, and the other from Col. B. R. Jobn- 
son, late Chief of Engineers of the State.* 

I have to state, in reference to the subject of Governor Harris’ letter 
to me, that a large force may now be expected to respond to his call 
for 30,000 men, of which I believe he desires all inay, if possible, be 
volunteers. Should a large portion only be volunteers, a number of 
brigadier-generals will be required to command them. 

Governor Harris has mentioned the names of several gentlemen who, 
in his opinion, are qualified to discharge the duties incidental to that 
grade, and whose appointment would contribute greatly to the public 
advantage and to him be a personal gratification. I have no acquaint- 
ance with the gentlemen proposed, except very slight with one (Colonel 
Johnson, whose education qualifies him for the ofiice sought), but on 
account of the earnest zeal of the Governor for the cause, his courtesy 
and ready assistance on all occasions in which the public interest may 
be promoted, it affords me great pleasure to present his wishes with 
regard to the appointment of these gentlemen for the consideration of 
his excellency the President. 

I have nothing worthy of mention to report since my last letter. We 
are making every possible effort to meet the force which the enemy will 
soon array against us, both on this line and at Columbus. Had the 
exigency for my call for 50,000 men in September been better compre- 
hended and responded to, our preparations for this great emergency 
would now be complete. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army, 








*Neither found. 
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BOWLING GREEN, November 29, 1861. 
Col. W. W. MAcKALL, Bowling Green: 

I have completed a thorough examination of Henry and Donelson 
and do not admire the aspect of things. I must have more heavy guns 
for both places at once, not less than four for each; one also of long 
range for each, say sixty-fours. Say to the general I have 1,000 un- 
armed men; no hope for any arms but from him. A message from Pa- 
ducah and Columbus yesterday indicates a movement this way. Will 
he not let [me] have 1,000 arms from Nashville? I feel for the first 
time discouraged, but will not give up. Answer me at Clarksville. 

LLOYD TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Knoxville, November 29, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 
Siz: Herewith please find copy of letter received from Dr. Brown- 
low, and my reply. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CARROLL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


(Inclosures.] 


FRIDAY, November 22, 1861. 
General W. H. CARROLL: 

Having understood that you are to be placed in command of Knox- 
ville in a few days, I desire to make a statement to you, the truth of 
which I am willing to swear to before any tribunal. 

I left home on the 4th of this instant to attend the chancery court 
-at Maryville and to go to Sevierville to collect fees due me for adver- 
tising, and I in part succeeded. I have only been in Blount and Sevier 
Counties. I have not been in any body of armed men or in any way 
connected with the arming of any man or getting up any force what- 
ever. I left home and have remained away at the earnest and repeated 
solicitations of my family, who insisted they would be more secure in 
my absence. Certain troops came daily on my portico and in front of 
my house, drew out and flourished side-arms, and sometimes pre- 
sented muskets, threatening my life. I was told that they were under 
the command of an Alabama officer by the name of Wood, and that 
he was prejudiced against me. I don’t know how thisis. As it regards 
bridge-burning, I never had an intimation of any such purpose from 
any quarter at any time, and when I heard of the burning of the 
bridges on the Saturday night after it occurred I was utterly aston- 
ished. I condemn the act most unqualifiedly, and regard it as an ill- 
timed measure, caleulated to bring no good to any one or any party, 
but much harm to innocent men and to the public. ji 

When JI, together with fifteen or twenty other men, signed a com- 
munication to General Zollicoffer, which was published in all the Ten- 
nessee papers, plédging ourselves to advise peace and to oppose all 
attempts at rebellion and such outrages as bridge-burning, I acted in 
good faith and I have kept that faith; and had a knowledge of any 
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purpose to burn the brifges been communicated to me, I should have 
felt bound in all honor and good conscience to have disclosed the fact 
to the chief officers of the roads; and if I were at liberty to bring 
out one issue of my paper I would state all these facts to the public 
more in detail and more nervous terms. I am willing and ready at 
any time to stand a trial upon these or any other points before any civil 
tribunal, but I protest against being turned over to an infuriated mob 
of armed men, filled with prejudices by my bitterest enemies. 

This communication will be handed you by my friend Colonel Will- 
iams, who is favorably known to you. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
W. G. BROWNLOW. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Knoxville, November 28, 1861. 
Rev. Dr. BROWNLOW: 

Sir: It is my business here to afford protection to all citizens who 
are loyal to the Confederate States, and [ shall use all the force at my 
command to that end. You may be fully assured that you will meet 
with no personal violence by returning to your home, and if you can 
establish what you say in your letter of the 22d instant, you shall have 
every opportunity to do so before the civil tribunal, if necessary, pro- 
vided you have committed no act that will make it necessary for the 
military law to take cognizance. I desire that every loyal citizen, 
regardless of former political opinions, shall be fully protected in all 
his rights and privileges, to accomplish which I shall bend all my 
energies, and have no doubt I shall be successful. 

WM. H. CARROLL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Knoxville, November 29, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond : 

Sir: Iam just in receipt of yours of 25th. Your instructions shall 
be strictly obeyed. I have not heretofore released any against whom 
there was proof that they had been engaged in any rebellious move- 
ments. It was only those who were arrested upon mere suspicion that 
I permitted to take the oath of allegiance. I telegraphed you to-day 
that Judge Humphreys had issued writs of habeas corpus in the cases of 
several prisoners who are beyond doubt guilty of burnmg the railroad 
_bridges, predicated, as I understand, upon the affidavits of Baxter and 
other lawyers. Your instructions are fully understood and I shall not 
allow any interference in their execution. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CARROLL, 
Brigadier- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 4. Knoxville, November 29, 1861. 
The Government of the Confederate States has not nor will it inter- 
fere with individuals on account of their political opinions. The Presi- 
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dent of the Confederate States issued a proclamation, stating that all 
those who did not fwly recognize their allegiance to the Government 
should dispose of or remove from its limits, with their effects, before 
October, 1861. Those persons who remained tacitly recognized the 
Government and are amenable to the laws. 

The commanding general at this post will endeavor to fully carry out 
the policy of the Government. While he will afford ample protection 
to all citizens who peaceably pursue their ordinary occupations, he will 
order the arrest of all who may take up arms against the Government 
or who in any manner may aid or abet its enemies or incite rebellion, 
in order that they may be tried by military law. 

By order of Brig. Gen. W. I. Carroll, commanding post: 

G. H. MONSARRAT, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gencral. 





KNOXVILLE, November 29, 1861. 


Ton. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 


General W. H. Carroll, commanding this post, has ordered a gen- 
eral court-martial for the trial by the military authorities of .persons 
charged with burning the bridges in East Tennessee and of the tories 
who have been recently captured with arms in their hands against the 
Government. The question as to the jurisdiction of courts-martial in 
such cases has been raised in the court, and it is insisted that the civil 
authorities have some jurisdiction of the persons in such offenses. 
Please instruct what course to pursue. A court-martial will be much 
more effective in ferreting out the offenders. Please answer at as early 
moment as possible, as it is very desirable to put these matters through 
rapidly. Writs of habeas corpus have been and will be issued. 

k. F. LOONEY, 
Colonel, and President of Court. 


KNOXVILLE, TENN., November 29, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, &c.: 

Sir: Your satisfactory favor of the 12th was duly received.* The 
rebellion in East Tennessee is nearly smothered, but is far from being 
extinguished, and would burst forth with increased intensity had the 
enemy a commissioned Lincoln commander, quartermaster, and pay- 
master within our borders to form a nucleus around which our malcon- 
tent and disloyal people could rally. The stampede from Camp Dick 
Robinson has given to our Tennessee refugees an opportunity to desert 
the United States standard there, and many of them have sneaked 
home and are seereting themselves in the woods. They communicate 
occasionally with the disaffected of our citizens, and this has had a good 
effect in quieting some insurgents and those who sympathize in the 
incendiarism, bridge-burning, &c. Istill think, however, that this calm 
may be only temporary. We need here conunanders and officers who 
Sd ee RL Ses DE REE ak eve EE ON Al NC ene eneee neeanee 


* See Series I, Vol. IV, p. 540. 
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have no sympathies with their Union and disloyal acquaintances and 
relatives and associates. A stern man from one of the cotton States, 
who has no knowledge of our people and their past political affinities, 
would be best able to control the conflicting elements out of which our 
population is constituted. Our mountain defenses have probably 
deterred the enemy from further invasion upon our northern border. 
His next effort may probably be directed through Lee, Russell, and 
Washington Counties, Virginia. At least there will be a feint there, 
to keep our East Tennessee forces unemployed, and thus prevent re- 
enforcemeuts being sent {rom here to aid Zollicotter or the Lower Cum- 
berland. 
I have the honor to be, yours, &c., 
J. G. M. RAMSEY. 


CAMP AT CUMBERLAND GAP, November 29, 1861. 
S. CooreEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 

GENERAL: Learning that Piketon had been evacuated by Colonel 
Williams, and that General Floyd had fallen back from Cotton Hill to 
Raleigh Court-Iouse while I was at Jeffersonville, and that the force of 
the enemy at Piketon was about 6,090, I deemed it prudent to halt what 
force I had in hand at a point 18 miles from Jeffersonville, which at once 
euarded the roads from Sandy River to Jeffersonville and from Sandy 
to the Salt Works. 

It may be as well to note particularly to you that the position at 
Claypole’s, where Trigg’s regiment has been posted, is the strongest 
strategical position in the whole country to cover the approaches {rom 
Sandy River to the interior of Virginia. J have studied the country 
and understand it. The position can only be turned by a force coming 
from the Gauley or from Cumberland Gap, and there are good roads 
for retreat from either. At 5 miles from that camp, directly to its rear, 
you fall into the main State road from Jeffersonville to Lebanon, and 
this cross-road is practicable for wagons I know, as I passed one over 
it myself. This cross-road is a gorge the whole way, presenting Innu- 
merable points for successful defense which might be used to delay an 
advancing foe. I mention this in case you should be suddenly called 
to look to this again. 

The brigadier-gencral of the Tazewell militia turned out his brigade 
to defend that section. I declined to exert any authority over the 
militia or to call them out anywhere, preferring to submit my request 
for re-enforcements to you. 

Anxious about the condition of things here, I traveled by Lebanon 
to this place—distant from Trigg’s camp to wit: From Trige’s camp to 
Lebanon road, 5 miles; thenee to Lebanon, 22 miles; Lebanon to Castle- 
wood (Clinch River), 20 miles; Castlewood to Gladesville, 23 miles; 
Gladesville to Pound, 12 miles; Pound to Pound Gap, 5 miles; total, 
S7 miles—intending to see to the defenses proper for Pound Gap and 
to ascertain the exact condition of organization in this force. 

I found the mounted corps had fallen back to Castlewood, behind 
Clinch River, to recruit and forage, there being no forage nearer to 
Pound Gap. The command was under captains, invested temporarily 
with the powers of lieutenant-colonel and major, by order of Colonel 
Williams. I determined to give the mounted force the organization of 
a battalion, and as it met the wishes both of the captains and the men, 
I requested that they would indicate their own preference as to who 
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should be appointed to command the battalion during its term of service. 
That indication was expressed in the recommendation of Hon. W. E. 
Simms, and I concurred, of course, in asking the President to issue the 
commission to him. 

I found 800 men here, acting as a regiment of infantry, badly clothed— 
indeed, miserably lad—v ery inexpert in the use of the gun, but brave 
and eood looking. Colonel Williams had detailed Captain May to act 
as lieutenant-colonel and Captain Hawkins as major. Hen iformed me 
that he had applied for appointments for them. 

I have in a tormer letter given you the facts touching the force in the 
Gap. I now inclose a communication from Major Thompson* on that 
subject, by which the one condition of enlistment will be apparent. The 
battalion i is very excellent in appearance, though it has gone through 
the measles. I think it had best be kept where it will be more within 
the conditions of its enlistment, and its officer I cannot commend as 
very attentive, energetic, and efficient. 

I shall move my whole command into Kentucky within a day or pe 
and shall ocenpy the line from Prestonburg to Whitesburg. 


1 ain, Ke. 
ici Il. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General. 


I omitted to report that the enemy has withdrawn beyond Preston- 
burg. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
_ Fort Donelson, November 29, 1861. 


General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Commanding Western Department: 


Str: The defenses of both Forts Donelson and Henry demand that 
alight battery should be prepared at both places with the loss of as 
little time as possibie. 

At the fermer place I need nothing more than the horses to equip 
the battery completely. At Fort Henry I have but one field gun, 
but with two spare pieces at Fort Donelson. J shall need only two 
12-pounder howitzers to make up the complement. 

The absolute necessity of our occupying an eminence on the oppo- 
site side of the river from Fort Henry involves. not only the erection of 
a small field work there, with several heavy guns, but also the oceupa- 
tion of an advanced point with a small force, aided by a field battery. 

I am informed that the State of Alabama will send a full regiment 
to this point, with 500 negroes, for building the work. This informa- 
tion reaches me through Colonel Heiman, commanding post. The regi- 
ment is intended for the main work on what is called Stewart’s Hill, 
and will arrive in a few days (10 days). The advanced work spoken 
of was not contemplated when the agent of the State of Alabama was 
there on the 26th instant. It is essential, and the battalion of 500 men 
ean be easily raised. This will involve the necessity of another light 
battery of four pieces, all of which will have to be furnished. 

To eauip these light batteries it will require six horses to each team 
at Fort Donelson, on account of the roads, and four for Henry and the 
works last spoken of; in all, 202 horses, ‘at an average cost of $140, 
requiring the sum of "$98,980. I deem the necessity so great, that t 


* Not found. 
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have appointed agents to purchase, and they are now engaged in pro- 
curing horses for the battery at Donelson—Captain Maney’s. 

If my views on the subject of what I deem necessary meet your 
approbation, I request the necessary instructions to the ordnance 
otticer at Nashville be issued, and that the quartermaster handing you 
this (Captain Roberts, of the Fourteenth Tennessee) have his requisi- 
tion for the funds necessary to carry out the object approved. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
LLOYD TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, Commanding, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, | 
Bowling Green, November 29, 1861. 
Maj. J. F. GILMER, 
Chief Engineer, Nashville: 

General Johnston directs you to select a suitable point in the 
vicinity of Nashville for the assembling of the militia and volunteer 
force now arriving. He wishes it to be chosen in reference to the 
defense of the city, so that, should the army fall back from this point, 
the militia would be on the line of strength and at a point where they 
would resist the enemy without maneuvering. 

I ain further instructed to say that, having settled the point, you will 
notify it to Governor Harris, who will then be requested to assemble 
these forees urpon it. Any strength you may be able to give to the 
position by field works should be done at once. 

vespectfully, your obedient servant, 
WwW. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





Camp BURNAM, November 30, 1861. 


ALEX. CASSEDAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in pursuance of orders, at 4 
p.m. 28th instant I took charge of my squadron, that had been ordered 
to proceed to Roan’s, on Green River. When I found it, under com- 
mand of Captain Allen, they had crossed with a portion of the command 
and gone into Butler County about 8 miles. They found at one house 
a Lincoln soldier, who was sick; took possession of an army overcoat 
and musket. He stated Colonel Hawkins was at Calhoun, with two 
infantry regiments and Colonel Jackson’s regiment of cavalry; he had 
also two skeleton regiments; he did not intend to move until they were 
filled. He said there were a great many cases of measles in camp; that 
in Edmonson County, at a place called Blue Ruin, there was a camp of 
300 or 400 men. Captain Allen did not arrest this man, because he was 
so unwell that he feared it would endanger his life. 

About 15 cattle were crossed to Roan’s that night. Late that even- 
ing I crossed Green River, with about 80 men, and proceeded into the 
interior of Butler County about 12 miles; found nearly all of the men 
absent from home; women said they had gone to the Army. J*ound at 
some houses 20 women, who were staying together while their hus- 
bands were absent. Stopped at a house where there was a sick Lin- 
coln soldier, who died that night. No men being in the neighborhood, 
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his wite having no person to make a coffin or bury him, I detailed some 
men, Who made a cottin. 

The streams were rising so rapidly that my command had to fall 
back to Green River. Crossed about 40 cattle, which I left in charge 
of a sergeant and 15 men, who will be in on Ist December. Got no 
hogs, owing to the high stage of water in all the creeks. Some cattle 
which had been brought to the river had to be left, owing to the large 
quantity of drift which was running; could not be forced into the 
water. Arrived in camp at 5 p. m. 

Respectfully, 
JOHN H. MORGAN, 
Commanding Scouting Party. 





BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Mill Springs, November 30, 1861. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MACKALL, 
Bowling Green, Ky.: 

Sim: I reached this point on the Cumberland River last evening. 
Recent rains have much swollen the river. Colonel Stanton, who was 
ordered forward from Camp McGinnis on the 20th, with his and Colonel 
Morroy’s [Murray’s] regiment and Lientenant-Colonel McClellan’s 
cavalry, to seize the ferry-boats at different crossings, failed to secure 
any of the boats. Iam now preparing to provide the means of cross- 
ing the river. The lumber and the saw-mill here will materially aid in 
constructing boats. The enemy’s camp, 9 miles above, on the right 
bank, appears to have been re-enforced, but to what extent I have not 
been able to ascertain. Our pickets sent up on this side (opposite) to- 
day were fired on. Colonel Stanton reported to me two days ago that 
he had secured two ferry-boats, but it appears they have got away. 
Ife was ordered to cross the river to endeavor to cut off 800 of tlie 
enemy, then at Camp Goggin, 9 miles above. He failed to cross 
for want of boats. So soon as it is possible I will cross the river in 
force. 

Very respectfully, 
F. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
Brigadier-General. 


P. S.—The written report just received from the pickets fired on to- 
day up the river. The fire was returned. The enemy employed mus- 
ketry and artillery—a 12 and a 6 pounder. One of our men wounded ; 
one of theirs killed. 

tespecttully, 
Ir. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
Brigadier-General. 


EXCHANGE HOTEL, 
Richmond, Va., November 30, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va., Present, &e.: = 
My Dar Sir: The object of the interview which I sought on yes- 
terday, and which was so readily accorded to me by the President and 
yourself, in reference to affairs in East Tennessee, was to impress your 
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minds with the importance of dealing justly and generously with the 
Union element of that section as the best means of securing their 
affections and lovalty to this Government. The causes which have 
induced such obstinate adhesion to the I*ederal Government on the 
part of so many were frankly stated in our conversation. Until they 
are made to feel that they will be recognized as citizens, entitled to the 
same consideration and protection vouchsafed to those entertaining 
opposite views, they will not yield a willing allegiance or active and 
efiicient support to the Confederate Government. Whilst the Govern- 
ment, therefore, with a steady purpose, intlicts Just punishment on 
actual offenders by due course of law, it is essential that the Union 
men should be made to feel that they, in common with the adherents 
of this Government, are the objects of solicitude on the part of this 
Government, and that they will be protected against arrests for opin- 
ions merely, and against lawless exactions and unauthorized impress- 
ment of their private property by the soldiery stationed among them. 
This can be most successtully done by placing the civil and military 
power of that department in the hands of discreet men, with enlarged, 
liberal, and just views, who are capable of rising above the influence 
and demands of local combinations and cliques, with mstructions to 
proceed at once and discharge such prisoners as are now held without 
sufficient cause (for in my opinion there are quite a number of this 
character), and to redress the wrongs of citizens whose property has 
been seized or improperly taken from them by the soldiery. 

This policy will tend to repress violence and conciliate favor. By 
degrees their strong and deeply-seated hostility to this Government 
‘an be overcome. Tollowed by proper etforts, they can be induced to 
volunteer for active service, and so strongly committed and identified 
with the South as to render them useful and effective in achieving our 
independence and preventing the possibility of civil war in the event 
a Federal force should be able to force its way into Last Tennessee. 

If there is no good reason of public policy to the contrary, I would 
be pleased to carry back a passport for Brownlow to leave the country, 
as well as a copy of the instructions under which the military and civil 
authorities are required to act, because it is believed that if the spirit 
of the Government, as manifested by its executive officer, was better 
understood by the people of East Tennessee, it would exert a salutary 
influence, and remove some of the apprehensions which are now driv- 
ing them to desperation and to violence. 

It is my purpose to leave in the morning, and with your permission 
I will call at 2 o’clock to learn your pleasure in the premises. 

Respectfully, &c., 
JNO. BAXTER. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Greeneville, November 30, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 


Two insurgents have to-day been tried for bridge-burning, found 


guilty, and hanged. 
D. LEADBETTER, 
Colonel. 
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, IKy., November 30, 1861. 
Maj. A. J. SMITH, 
Principal Quartermaster : 

A large armed force is being assembled at Corinth and Grenada, 
Miss. Make arrangements for furnishing supplies. I cannot state the 
nwunber. You wust appoint capable agents and give them large dis- 
cretion. 


Time presses. Act at once. 
Ww. W. MACKALL, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 





Abstract from return of the First Division, Western Department, commanded by Maj. Gen. 
Leonidas Polk, C. 8S. Army, for November, 1361." 
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AGGREGATE PRESENT FOR DUTY. 
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Abstract from return of Fourth Division, Western Department, Col. John S. Bowen, Iirst 
Missouri Infantry, commanding, on November 30, 1861. 
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Fort PILLow, December 1, 1861. 
Major-General POLK: 


Sir: In obedience to order of Colonel De Russy, received by tele- 
gram yesterday, I now report to you conditions of things at this post: 

We have in all fifty-eight 32-pounder guns; fifty-seven of them are 
mounted and ready for use; the remaining one is not mounted, for want 
of a suitable carriage. Four of these guns are rifled and mounted in 
battery marked A on your map, in place of the red guns sent to Colum- 
bus. Two guns have been recently sent to Memphis to be rifled, and 
will be mounted in same battery. 

We have platforms ready for sixteen guns and room for eighteen 
more platforms not vet built. 

The parapet of entire back line, as laid off on your map, is finished, 
except a small amount of work on a heavy embankment which crosses 
the Fulton Road Valley. I had commenced work extending the north 
end of entrenched line from the top of the hill down to Cold Creek, but 
the hands were taken to New Madrid and did but little work on it. 
The remaining work to be done is about one mile of banquette, a half 
mile of clearing of timber, and the dressing up of the. entire north or 
left flank. 

The magazine in Battery B is finished; the work on the others 
was Suspceuded for the want of timber. We now have timber suflicient 
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to build two, which are at this time being constructed and will be fin- 
ished in a few days. Two more will be required, which will be built as 
soon as the timber can be had. 

The pile-dviving has progressed rather slow, for reasons out of my 
power to remedy. (My requisitions receive but little attention at Mem- 
phis.) Iam now driving in the river, and have progressed so far as to 
fvel confident of success in my plan (which was condemned by many), 
but confess that I am anxiously waiting to witness the effect of high 
water upon them. Jam driving them inclined upstream, and find that 
the drift, as it lodges, disappears under the water, and seems to remain 
at the bottom. 

If the piles stand, the navigable width of the river will be reduced to 
about 600 yards, and I think will form as perfect hull-inspectors for boats 
coming down as do the Mississippi sawyers for boats going up. Now 
that my men, who were all novices at such work, have got the hang of 
it, I shall be able to progress very well, if the wind will ever stop blow- 
ing. We have but 42 negroes here now and I hear of no more coming. 
Colonel Williamson is yet absent. 

I believe, sir, [ have given a correct statement of affairs here, and 
feel confident that I would be able to give a more flattering one after 
a second visit to this place by yourself. 

It would afford me much pleasure to be engaged mounting a few 
32-pounder ship carronades on our rear line, and I understand there are 
plenty of them at Norfolk. 

Most respectfully, &c., 
MONTGOMERY LYNCH, 
Captain, Corps Engineers. 


Camp AT Pounp GaP, December 1, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. G. B. CRITTENDEN : 

Sir: Since I dispatched yesterday your courier upon his return the 
Fifty-sixth Regiment of Virginia Volunteers, under Colonel Stuart, has 
been reported to me as at Abingdon, on its way to join my command. 
It is said to be 600 strong. 

I learned yesterday that the enemy occupies Louisa (45 miles from 
Prestonburg), with a force of 3,000 men, and had signified his expecta- 
tion to move back to Piketon whenever I moved in that direction. <As 
my column on the Louisa Fork of Sandy River is in motion, and has 
been for some days, upon Piketon, I think it will be imprudent to send 
any force from this place to Nashville, and I have therefore counter- 
manded the order for the regiment of Colonel Williams to march to 
Abingdon. 

I shall move from this place to-day en route for Prestonburg, Ky., to 
which place my orders originally directed me, “ to protect and defend 
that frontier.” You are already advised by mine that the force present 
on the frontier consists of— 


Williams’ regiment ... 22. 12-2 ee cee ene ce ee ee ce eee ce ee cc e comes eee .. 800 
Trige’s regiment .. 222. eae cone cee ene cence teen teers cen een seeeee cence 560 
Mounted battalion. ...--..----. ie iceh Sate sete eras ica casei Unbee seis ae 400 
Jeffress’ battery... 22. 6-22. ee cn eee ce cee ce eee teen en cece ns coe wee cnne 60 

— 1,820 
There is ordered up Moore’s regiment or battalion, estimated at:..--..----. 400 
Stuart’s regiment... 2... ee eee cen cee ce eee cece ee teen ee sem eee ceee 600 

— 1,000 
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In addition to these count a battalion of men, 350 strong, under 
Major Thompson, raised for special service of defending the Pound Gap 
or points in Scott, Lee, and Wise Counties, Virginia, but which cannot 
be moved bey ond the boundary of this State, and we shall have a force 
in this quarter of 3,000 effective men, Which at present constitutes my 
whole command. 

It is the opinion of intelligent officers who have raised the companies 
belonging to Williams’ reg iment that the execution of an order to them 
to march. now to Nashville would bring the business of recruiting in 
the mountainous parts of Kentucky to a full stop, and do great injury 
to our cause. This opinion, connected with the fact that they are badly 
clothed—not provided with socks or hats or warm clothinge—and that 
they are not drilled in the school of the battalion, and that the ofticers 
are countrymen, who have not studied tactics at all as yet, induced me 
not to send them west under General Johnston’s request, though I at 
first determined to do so and to leave my own orders unexecuted. 
Should you feel that the exigency demands me to place my command 
in risk of another retreat before superior numbers, I leave to your dis- 
cretion the disposition of Stuart’s regiment, lifty-sixth Virginia, in the 
direction of General Johnstow’s call, and have ordered that ofiicer for- 
ward, ‘unless he receives other orders at once from Major-General 
Crittenden at Knoxville.” 

It is inpossible to occupy this camp any longer. Forage cannot be 
procured tor horses and the country is absolutely “stripped to its ruin ” 
of all provisions. We are relying for flour and meal on hauling 55 miles 
through the deepest and worse sort of roads, aud corn is not to be had 
for the horses engaged in transportation. 

My main object in passing the mountains is, first, to obtain food and 
forage, which I learn may be had in Kentucky within a line drawn 
from Pound Gap to Prestonburg ; second, to inspirit our friends in Ken- 
tucky, by restuning the position first occupied by the Kentucky South- 
ern-rights men who fled from the interior of the State and from the un- 
hallowed persecutions of the Federal power and its Kentucky allies. 

In the effectuation of these objects ny opinion is that ee is not a 
man to be spared, Stuart’s regiment included, without risking the 
ruin of the whole command; still I defer to you upon this state of. facts 
whether the regiment of Fifty -Sixth Virginia (Stuart) shall be moved 
to respond to General Johustows call. It occurs to me that a tele- 
eraphie dispatch might enlighten you upon the point as to whether 
the exigency will continue to demand that force, and whether only one 
regiment of 600 would be of such importance to General Johnston as 
to compensate for the extreme risk to be incurred by its loss in this 
quarter. 

I am much in need of another battery, and I learn there are six guns 
at Abingdon, but no horses or men. Would it not be well to move 
and equip that battery and let me have it? I should be greatly 
obliged for it, and if I make any movement towards the mouth of 
Sandy, on the frontier under my charge, shall find such addition to my 
artillery indispensable. 

Iam, truly, &c., 
H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Hpors. Frrst DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Iy., December 2, 1861. 
Major-General PoLK, Columbus, Ky.: 

GENERAL: Occupying temporarily the command of your division, 
which you can resume at pleasure, I feel it my duty in all things relat- 
ing to important movements of the command to take no action with- 
out consulting your judgment. In this view of my position and of the 
courtesy due to yours, I have deferred to your wishes in regard to an 
advance upon the enemy’s position. If attacked now and his unarmed 
eunboats captured or destroyed, we can conceive of no movement so 
important, no victory so pregnant with great results to the cause of 
the Confederate Government, as that and the capture of Cairo. With 
Commodore Hollins’ fleet of gunboats and our land forces acting 
together and making simultaneous attacks by water and land we can 
take Bird’s Point aud Fort Holt and capture or destroy his unarmed 
gunboats, and probably Cairo. If we stand still and await the ample 
preparations he is making and allow him to assail us with shells from 
fifty gun and mortar boats, and to throw around our position an army 
of 50,000 or 75,000 men, our position may become difficult to maintain. 
In other words, in my judgment, our safety, In a great measure, 
depends upon our attacking him before he is armed for the conflict or 
ready to move on our position. My convictions of duty in this unpor- 
tant matter induces a distinct avowal of the determination, if left to the 
exercise of my own judgment, to make an early advance on the enemy’s 
position. Time is now of the highest importance; even a delay of five 
days might hazard the success of the enterprise. Saint Louis papers 
inform us that four of his unarmed gunboats, seventy-two rifled can- 
non, and 3,000 loaded shell have arrived at Cairo. These as yet are 
unarmed, and three other gunboats at Mound City are afloat, but 
unarmed. -Commodore Hollins is confident that with the co-operation 
of our land forces, attacking his batteries, we can capture and destroy 
these gunboats and batteries, and may possibly take Cairo itself. A 
successful attack upon these gunboats and batteries without support 
by our land forces is simply an impossible thing. Lask your approval 
of the movement. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GID. ‘J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





NASHVILLE, TENN., December 2, 1861. 
Capt. E. D. BLAKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Div., West. Dept., Ity.: 

Str: In obedience to special orders from headquarters Western De- 
partment I have assumed command of the defenses of the Cumberland 
and Tennessee Rivers on the line of Forts Donelson and Henry and of 
the country immediately adjacent thereto. You will please say to the 
inajor-general commanding division that I have made a thorough 
examination of the whole line and will report as soon as practicable 
on the subject. I will state here, however, that it is but too plain that 
instant and powerful steps must be taken to strengthen not only the 
two forts in the way of work, but the armament must be increased 
materially in number of pieces of artillery as well as in weight of metal. 
I have communicated with General Johnston on the subject and learn 
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that my wishes will be complied with on that point. I shall require a 
Stronger infantry force also on these points. I will communicate in 
detail so soon as I return to my headquarters, which for the present I 
Shall make at I’ort Donelson. 

I would be glad to have the major-general commanding designate 
the number or style of my brigade, so that my orders and letters may 
bear some relation and proper designation. 

respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LLOYD TILGHUMAN, 
Brigadier-General, P. A. C. 8., Commanding, Le. 


Iipgrs. SEconD Diy., CENTRAL ARMY OF KENTUCKY, 

| Bowling Green, Ky., December 2, 1861. 

Colonel BIFFLE, 
Commanding Tennessee Cavalry: 


Sir: Iam directed by General Buckner to give you the following 
instructions: | 

You will start with your command at dawn of day to-morrow and 
proceed in the direction of Glasgow. The object of your expedition is 
to learn definitely whether there are or have been any of the enemy’s 
troops between Glasgow and Scottsville, or between Columbia and 
Edmonton, or in the neighboring country. It is reported that the 
enemy have been repairing the roads between the above places. You 
will be particular to ascertain*the truth of this report. You will be 
governed by the information you receive on your route as to the best 
course to take to get full information as to the number, locality, and 
intentions of the enemy. Should you be able to send a courier to the 
neighborhood of Burkesville without great danger of his being cap- 
tured, a citizen would be preferable. You will send full reports of the 
information you may acquire to General Zollicoffer. It is important 
that he should be fully informed. You will report by daily courier to 
these headquarters the progress and condition of your command and 
the information you may acquire. This daily report will be as full as 
possible. 

When you shall have acquired definite and reliable information on 
these points you will return with your command to this place. You 
will spare no pains to prevent all lawlessness on the part of your troops, 
remembering that we can never win Kentucky to our cause by injuries 
to her people. 

1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 
G. B. COSBY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: | EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Jackson, AMiss., December 2, 1861. 
General A. SIDNEY JonnsTon, Bowling Green, Ity.: 


Sie: Yours of the 21st ultimo to hand. Iam now sendin ¢ forward 
every twelve-months’ troops that I ean arm and calling for troops for 
Jess time with arms in their hands. I think I will be able to send you 
& considerable force. My reason for calling for troops for less time 
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than twelve months is that I may get arms that I cannot otherwise 
get. 
Yours, very respectfully, 
JOHN J. PETTUS. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, December 2, 1801. 


Hon. A. B. Moore, 
Governor of Alabama: 

Sir: IThave to request that the military force of North Alabama 
which may be assembled under your late call for the service of the 
Contederate States shall be ordered as follows: The portion thereof 
which may come from the counties convenient to Florence to rendez- 
yous at that place, where they will be mustered into service by com- 
panies, battalions, or regiments. As fast as they can be organized, 
equipped, and mustered in they will be transported down the Tennes- 
see River to Fort Henry, Tenn. 

I recommend that the slave laborers shall be sent forward from the 
same points with the troops in as large parties as can be provided for 
on their arrival at the works to be built. The appointment of General 
Sam. D. Weakley, aide-de-camp to General Pillow, as mustering oflicer, 
is confirmed, and I will order him to muster the companies, battalions, 
or regiments into the service of the Confederacy as rapidly as they are 
organized. 

All the forces from North Alabama will be infantry, the companies 
to be composed of not less than 1 captain, 1 first lieutenant, 2 second 
lieutenants, 4 sergeants, 4 corporals, 2 musicians, and 64 privates. The 
remaining force which may not be sent to Florence I request you to 
order to Nashville, Tenn., where they will be mustered into the Con- 
federate service and receive orders from me. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


MoRRISTOWN, December 2, 1861. 


J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 

I must inform you that in several instances the military authorities 
who are in command of troops and volunteers along the line of our road 
have taken possession of our road and trains and forced our engines 
and cars out of the face of regular schedules. This I will not submit 
to. I have been doing all any man can do to promote the interests of 
the Government and favor the speedy transportation of troops and 
army stores along our line. 

If this course is persisted in by the military. authorities any more, I 
shall on my part stop all of our engines and cars immediately, and then 
if the Government wishes to take possession of our road and control it, 
I shall not object in any way whatever. I think itis my duty to inform 
you of the facts. If we are permitted to manage and control our road, 
I think I can doso better than any other parties. Please answer. 

JOHN R. BRANNER, 
President East Tennessee and Virginia Railroad. 
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, December 4, 1861. 


Brigadier-General ZOLLICOFFER, Commanding : 


GENERAL: Your dispatch of November 27 has been received and 
read by the general, as all heretofore received from you, with great 
satisfaction. Every move is entirely approved. Henow suggests that 
the most essential route to be guarded on your front is that leading 
through Somerset and Monticello, as in his opinion more practicable 
for the enemy; but in this he defers to your better knowledge of the 
country. 

He has directed the quartermaster at Nashville to send such stores 
as you require by steamer to Gainesborough at any time you may call 
on him, and notify to him your occupation of that point and such other 
places as will make the passage secure. 

We have a battalion of cavalry at Glasgow observing the country to 
Columbia and to the right. Our information as to the enemy’s force 
corresponds with your own—less, if anything. 

In making your calls on the quarterinaster and commissary at Nash- 
ville let your quartermaster sign them first and then countersign them 
yourself. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
No. 127. Bowling Green [Ity.,| December 4, 1861. 


The command of the Central Army of Kentucky is devolved upon 
Major-General Hardee. The district of operations of this army will 
embrace all that portion of the State of Tennessee lying north of the 
Cumberland River and all that portion of Kentucky lying west of a 
line drawn due north from the point where the Cumberland Itiver en- 
ters Tennessee on the east and north of the Cumberland River. Officers 
in command at any points in the district will report direct to General 
Johnston any sudden movement of the enemy, but all other business 
will be submitted to the major-general alone. 

The major-general will appoint a competent person to examine and 
decide on the giving of passports, and to examine and report to him 
upon all persons apprehended on suspicion of aiding and assisting the 
cnemy, under special instructions. Le will prescribe the appropriate 
duties of the provost-marshal and require their performance. 

By command of General Joluston : 

W. W. MACKALD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


C. S. ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Nashville, Tenn., December 4, 1861. 
Licut. JOSEP DIxoNn, 
CU. S. Army, Fort Henry, Tennessee River: 
Sm: Your letter of the 1st instant has been received,* and I hasten 
to inform you that I will procure the picks, shovels, spades, axes, bars, 
&c., you need for the intrenchments, if it be possible to do so; also the 





* Not found. 
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wheelbarrows, and have them forwarded to you at Fort Henry. I 
would much like to be able to meet you at Fort Henry and aid you in 
the location of the work or works for the high grounds on the opposite 
side of the river, but it is out of the question for me to go to the Tennes- 
see now. You will please to exercise your best judgment in the location, 
bearing in mind that the object is to prevent our enemy from occupy- 
ing ground dangerous to Fort Henry. Of course no guns designed for 
fire upon the river will be placed so high. Field guns will probably be 
sufficient for the armament, with proper provision for using the musket 
and rifle. 

I much regret the interference of General Tilghman with the work 
trusted to Mr. Glenn. As he has been instructed not to interfere fur- 
ther with our operations, I will expect the agents I employ to execute . 
my orders henceforth. I instructed Mr. Glenn to place the obstruc- 
tions in the river at a distance of about 1,000 to 1,200 yards from the 
guns at Fert Donelson. I do not wish them farther away, else the 
command ot them may not be perfect. 

It has been decided to send the guns—the 32-pounders—at Clarks- 
ville to Donelson and Henry, two to each work. We hope to get other 
guns for each place at an early day. Please urge the mounting of the 
ens for commanding the river and have them in place as soon as pos- 
sible. 

I think the intrenchments for defense against a land attack impor- 
tant. It may be well to put a small redoubt for infantry fires on the 
high point just below Donelson across the creek, to prevent the enemy 
from oceupying it. 

Charge Mr. Glenn to get large and heavy anchors for the trees he iS 
placing in the river; I mean heavy stones or other convenient weights. 
Also, not to quit the work until it is most thoroughly done, if a month 
more be required. Do not let his operations be interfered with by call- 
ing off the steamboat for any other purpose. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. F. GIUMER, 
Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 


C. S. ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Nashville, December 4, 1861. 


Lieut. Col. W. W. MACKALL, 
Adjutant-General, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


Str: Under General Johnston’s instructions of the 29th ultimo, I have 
selected grounds in the city of Nashville for the assembling of a part 
of the volunteers and militia of the State of Tennessee now organizing. 
In my search for suitable grounds, reference being had to such a line 
as we can man a force to defend north of Edgefield, no one point suffi- 
cient in extent for encamping a large number of troops has been found. 
Hence several positions, with ready communications between, have been 
chosen, each furnishing space for two or three regiments. The first 
one selected is nearly due east from the center of the town of Edge- 
field and about 3 miles by a good road from the Chain Bridge over the 
Cumberland River. Near by is a good spring of water. The second 
camp proposed is on the Gallatin turnpike, just before reaching the first 
toll-gate, distant from the Chain Bridge about 2 miles. Water supphed 
by a brook close at hand. A third position is on the White Creek road, 
where it ascends from the valley of the Cumberland River. Water fur- 
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nished by a ereek near at hand or by the river. The communication 
from the city of Nashville to each point selected is by a turnpike road. 
It will be necessary for the Quartermaster’s Department to purchase 
wood for encampments situated so near this city. To place the troops 
farther from Nashville will put them in advance of a line having limits 
that the probable available forces can defend. 

The Adjutant-General of the State of Tennessee informs me that there 
is a favorable position in Maury County, directly on the Tennessee and 
Alabama Lailroad, 36 miles from Nashville. An accommodation train 
passes twice each day—once in the morning and once in the evening ; 
a through train and freight train daily; that there is a telegraph oftice at 
the town of Columbia, which is 10 miles by railroad and 6 miles by turn- 
pike from the point; that there isa large open ground for drill; that the 
country around ean furnish a large quantity of commissary supplies and 
other supplies for the troops that might be placed there; and that there 
is wood in proximity from which the camps can supply themselves. It 
is suggested by the Adjutant-General that the troops from the counties 
of Maury, Uickman, Lewis, Marshall, and Williamson, amounting to 
about twenty infantry companies and five cavalry companies, might be 
assembled at the point referred to with great economy to the Govern- 
ment, and still be at once ready for active service at Nashville or other 
point north of Nashville. The inconvenience and increased expense of 
assembling and encamping avery large force in the vicinity of this city 
induces me to suggest the propriety of establishing the camp in Maury 
County for the organization and instruction of the troops above named. 
These troops will be more easily controled than they would be near a 
city as large as Nashville or even Edgefield. 

Jam informed by the Adjutant-General of the State that a part of the 
new troops have been sent already to Camp Trousdale. Jhave reported 
to Governcr Harris the position of the camps in this vicinity, chosen 
with reference to the line of defense, which may be occupied in some 
strength by such force as may be available. T*or long-continued occu- 
pation the grounds within the line thus limited do not furnish suit- 
able spaces unoceupied by house or private inclosure for encamping a 
very large force—say not more,than six toeight regiments. For health, 
comfort, and economy, therefore, it may be desirable to encamp all others 
at points more distant. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. I. GILMER, 
Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 


GENERAL ORDERS, onan I'trst Diyv., WEST. DEPARTMENT, 
Wo. 21, Columbus, Ixy., December 4, 1861. 


The undersigned hereby resumes command of the First Division, 
Western Department. 
L. POLK, 
"Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpqrs. First DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ity., December 4, 1861. 


Gencral L. TILGHMAN, Clarksville: 


Str: In order that the Cumberland Iron Works may complete con- 
tracts now on hand with parties working for the Confederate Govern- 
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ment and continue in efficient operation (these works being the only 
ones that can now supply the requisite material for the manufacture of 
small-arms and other munitions of war), it is absolutely indispensable 
that all the operatives (and wood-choppers), white and black, whose 
names will be furnished you by the proprietors, Should be exempt from 
all military or militia duty. You will therefore issue such orders as 
will give effect to this requisite exemption. 

As it is desirable that as large a force may be collected as is necessary 
for the rapid completion of the works now in progress and projected, it 
is Suggested that you extend the limits of the district from which the 
laborers are to be obtained, in order that the demand may not operate 
too severely upon the smaller number that will otherwise be required 
to furnish this working force. 

I am, very respectfully, 
L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





Abstract from a report, December 4, 1861, of the First Division, Central Army of Kentucky 
commanded by Major-General Hardee, at Bowling Green. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, HpDQRs. CENTRAL ARMY OF KENTUCKY, 
No. 1. Bowling Green, Ky., December 5, 1861. 


In obedience to Special Orders, No. 127 , dated Headquarters Western 
Department, Bowling Green, Ky., December 4, 1861, the undersigned 
hereby assumes command of the Central Army of Kentucky. The 
district of operation of this army will embrace all that portion of the 
State of Tennessee lying north of the Cumberland River and all that 
portion of Kentucky north of the Cumberland River lying west of a 
line drawn due north from the point where the Cumberland River 
enters the State of Tennessee on the east. Officers in command at any 
point of this district will make full returns of their commands to these 
headquarters immediately on the receipt of this order. 

The following staff is announced, viz: Lieut. D. G. White, acting 
assistant adjutant-general ; Maj. John Pope, chief quartermaster ; Capt. 
W. E. Moore, chief commissary ; Maj. F. A. Shoup, chief of artillery ; 
Captain Chambliss, chief of ordnance; Col. St. John R. Liddell, volun- 
teer aide, and Col. Hardin Perkins, volunteer aide. 

W. J. HARDER, 
Major-General. 
47 B R—VOL VII 
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KNOXVILLE, December 5, 1861. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

I learn that there are 1,250 rifles at Columbus notin use. Can I not 
get them? I have here 1 ,/00 men, only 400 armed. Will report fully 
to- night. 

WM. H. CARROLL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


RICHMOND, December 5, 1861. 
General W. H. CARROLL, Knoxville: 
The rifles at Columbus are at the disposal of General A. S. Johnston. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


KNOXVILLE, December 5, 1861. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR: 


The following dispatch received this morning, dated from Bird’s Point: 

Captain Cocke just in with two bridge-burners and other prisoners. Have no news 
from Colonel Leadbetter. Colonel Powell reports by special messenger that he has 
seen no gathering. Will hold his position. will throw my forces over ‘the river in the 
morning and report. 

Dispatch from Morristown says courier in from Monsarrat. Cannon- 
eau and musketry at 8 o’clock. Tories have made a stand. 

WM. H. CARROLL, 
Brigadier-General, C. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, December 6, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK, 
Commanding First Division, Columbus, Iy.: 


General Johnston has provided the means for commencing the build- 
ing of the gunboat on the Tennessee. As you have been authorized by 
the War Department to build this boat, he desires you will make requi- 
sition in time for the additional funds and the liquidation of the ex- 
penditure he has made. 

Respectiully, your obedient servant, 
W. W. MACKATLL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTH DIVISION, 
Camp Beauregard, Ky., December 6, 1861. 
Capt. E. D. BLAKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Columbus: 


Sir: I have the honor to report that the citizens of Calloway County 
have made application to me to establish a command at Wadesborough 
or Murray, saying that they have ample surplus of provisions, especially 
pork, and quantities of forage, to sustain a command, and will sell cheap 
to the Confederacy—corn, 25 cents per bushel; wheat, 60 cents, &c. 

There is a strong position immediately east of Murray (a mile, say), 
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with plenty of running water. Sixteen miles north and east of Murray 
is Eggner’s Ferry, a fine position on the Tennessee River. No force 
coming up the Cumberland can cross to the Tennessee and fall in rear 
of Eggnev’s without building their road through a country of “ravines,” 
“backbones,” and “‘lime-sinks,” unless they go up as high as Dover, on 
the Cumberland. There is a good road from Murray to Eggner’s Ierry 
not laid down on Colton’s map. | 

By reference to the maps it will be seen that by this disposition we 
will cover a great deal of the State now unprotected, and at the same 
time have a strong line of defense from the Mississippi to the Tennes- 
see, covering successfully the left of the other division of the army. 
Whether it would be advisable to have General Tilghman’s command 
move up to Eggner’s Ferry and a brigade stationed at Murray must of 
course depend upon the disposable force. My position cannot be aban- 
doned without opening the border of Weakley County, Tennessee, to 
Federal raids, even if it does not weaken Columbus by having the right 
and rear opened. Ihave passed through portions of the country alluded 
to and have endeavored to ascertain correctly all facts bearing upon 
the question of its occupation. 

Very respectfully, 
JNO. 8S. BOWEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Fourth Division. 


P. S.—I have the honor to herewith inclose an extract from a Cin- 
cinnati paper of the 3d.* 





C. S. ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Nashville, Tenn., December 6, 1861. 


HuGH McKReEw, Esq., Nashville, Tenn.: 


Sir: I would impress on you the urgent necessity of procuring imme- 
diately laborers for constructing defenses in the vicinity of Nashville. 
As yet there have been but 7 reported for duty on Cockrill’s Hill, and 
we need at least 300, as with less than that number the work cannot go 
on with that expedition desired and expected. I would therefore direct 
that you use every exertion, you having been authorized and appointed 
by the Governor of Tennessee, to procure forthwith all the laboring 
force possible to report at Cockrill’s Hill Monday morning, December 
9, 1861, or as soon thereafter as practicable. You will also direct that 
laborers living at great distances from the works (Cockrill’s Hill) bring 
with them bed-clothing, eating and cooking utensils. You will direct 
those living near (Cockrill’s Hill), whose masters and owners prefer 
their returning home at night, to bring their dinners, until preparations 
can be made for their eating at or near the work. We will want all 
and every laborer that can be had. 

Your obedient servant, 
G. O. WATTS, 
Acting Assistant Engineer. 





BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Hopkinsville, December 6, 1861. 


D. V. WOOLEY, Esq., Bowling Green: 


DEAR Sir: I left Lexington some ten days since and am now en 
route to New Orleans. I left Louisville the night of the 28th ultimo. 


* Not found. 
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Previous to taking my departure I was called on by a gentleman, whom 
I know to be truthful, who requested me to inform General Buckner 
that there were already at that time 80,000 Union troops in Kentucky; 
that Rosecrans, Schenck, and Benham (I think that is the name) were 
then on the line of march to Kentucky; that it was the aim of the 
Union generals to unite against and attack General Buckner at Bowl- 
ing Green with a force of 120,000 troops; that on the 25th ultimo it 
was decided to make the attack as soon as the Green River Bridge was 
done. The gentleman who gave me this information stated that I 
might give his name to General Buckner. His name is John Caper- 
ton. He lives in Louisville, and certainly has a fine opportunity of 
hearing what is going on on the Union side, as he is a son-in-law to 
Mr. Guthrie. 

If my opinion was asked, I would say that I didn’t believe the Union 
army in Kentucky was or could be so large. I will not, however, 
venture my opinion against Major Caperton’s, his advantages for in- 
_ formation being much better than mine. I am now in General Clark’s 
room. He says that there will be no such force brought into Ken- 
tucky. I do trust that the commanding general at Bowling Green 
will be prepared against any number. 

It was believed by many in Louisville that there would be a simul- 
taneous attack on the Potomac and at Bowling Green. The reasons 
given were that it would prevent the withdrawing of troops from one 
post to the other. 

I am late in getting this letter to you, but to prevent capture I ran 
a blockade, which was long and tedious. 

I desire you to state these facts to General Buckner, as I was 
requested to communicate them to him as early as possible.* 


Very respectfully, WM. A. WELLS 


(Indorsement.] 


Respectfully forwarded to General Johnston. Mr. Wells, a very 
intelligent gentleman, is now in Bowling Green. 
S. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier- General. 


ED 


KNOXVILLE, December 6, 1861. 
Hon, J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 
“Ww: 'G. Brownlow arrested to-day for treason by a warrant issued by 
the Confederate States commissioner and drawn up by myself. Will 
write you the facts in full that prompted his arrest in a day or two. 


Hope you will postpone your decision until you hear them. 
J. ©. RAMSAY. 


KNOXVILLE, December 6, 1861. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL C. 8S. ARMY: 


Will you please send me, without delay, the ten regiments promised 
by the President whilst I was in Richmond, and I will move into Ken- 


tucky at once? 
G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General, Comdg. Eastern Division, District Kentucky. 


* Some personal details omitted. 
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C. 8. ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Nashville, Tenn., December 7, 1861. 


Lieut. Col. W. W. MACKALL, | 
Adjutant-General, Hdqrs. West. Dept., Bowling Green, Ky.: 


Sir: For the information of the commanding general I have to 
report that the agents employed under the sanction of Governor Har- 
ris to engage the services of negroes from their masters to work on the 
intrenchments for defending the city of Nashville against land ap- 
proach have failed to procure a force at all adequate to the magnitude 
of the work contemplated. In fact, the number of hands is insignifi- 
cant, and the agents report that it will be impracticable to procure 
them at this time, as the negroes in the vicinity of this city are hired 
out until the end of this year and not now under the control of their 
‘masters. It is not probable, therefore, that any material progress can 
be maae in the construction of the proposed defenses during the 
present month unless other labor can be applied. It is to be feared, 
too, that the call for military service has taken so large a proportion 
of the laboring classes from this community that it will be difficult, if 
at all possible, to procure white laborers at any price that will be rea- 
sonable. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| J. F. GILMER, 
Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 





HpDqQrs. FIRST DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
December 7, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 


Having resumed command of my division and surveyed the field of: 
operations immediately before me, as well as the force now coming to 
my aid, I find I want more general officers. The time at my disposal 
is short, as 1 have good reason to believe the enemy will make his con- 
templated attack on my position between this and the 20th or 30th 
current. 

I nominate General James Trudeau, of the Louisiana Legion, who is | 
now with me in command of part of his force, as a brigadier-general. 
J have several regiments from Louisiana here and am expecting more. 
They are entitled to a brigade commander. 

I also nominate General Frost, of the Missouri Army, now in my camp, 
for the office of brigadier-general. General Frost, as you may know, is 
a graduate of West Point, and served for near ten years in the Army 
in various arms. He is a man ot military attainments, and would, I 
have reason to believe, fill the office named with ability. He was to 
have gone to General Price, but General Halleck failed to comply with 
the engagements made by the general with General Frémont to send 
him to Price’s army, and he was obliged to come here. His services 
would be valuable to me in the emergency before me. 

The State of Arkansas has about twelve regiments in the field, many 
of them under my command, and is without a brigade commander. I 
nominate Col. E. W. Gantt as a suitable person for that office. So far 
as I know, he has more military capacity than any other of those who 
are in command of her regiments. 

The force of my command at this point should not be less than 50,000, 
if it were at the disposal of the Government. 
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I am satisfied it is the purpose of the enemy to make a desperate 
struggle to crush the force concentrated in this division. It is this force 
that stands directly in his way down the Mississippi. If he is foiled in 
this, he will be foiled in one of the most cherished of his purposes and 
wishes. I hope the Government will not fail to see this, and will give 
us both troops and commanders to meet the emergency. 

Iam greatly in want of mortar batteries. I hear there is one of fifteen 
mortars at Pensacola that may be spared with less inconvenience than 
we can spare it here. Could you not let me have it? If so, it should 
come at once. 

While on the subject of the condition of this army, may I not ask 
you earnestly to see that my requisition for funds is responded to? We 
are in great want of money, and shall be more so as the force now con- 
centrating here is increased. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


P. S—I beg leave also to submit the name of Col. 8. F. Marks, who 
you know personally, and whose natural capacity and military experi- 
ence (he was in service in Mexico), as well as gallant conduct in the late 
battle, entitle him to the consideration of the Government and would 
make him an efficient commander. He is nowin command of a brigade. 


KNOXVILLE, December 7, 1861. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR: 


Captain Monsarrat has dispersed the tories in Cocke County and 
captured 30 of the ringleaders. 
WM. H. CARROLL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


KNOXVILLE, TENN., December 7, 1861. 


Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President Confederate States of America: 


Str: I heartily concur in what is said in the accompanying letter by 
Dr. Ramsey and Mr. Tibbs, the member-elect to the permanent Congress 
from the third district of Tennessee. In addition to what is therein 
stated, I must be permitted to express my utter surprise at the fact that 
the Secretary of War should have ordered that Brownlow be permitted 
to leave East Tennessee and indentify himself more effectually with 
the forces of Lincoln in Kentucky. This surprise results more from the 
fact that but a day or two since I was in Richmond and had a full and 
frank conversation with Mr. Benjamin in reference to the state of affairs 
in East Tennessee, and he did in no manner allude to the propriety of 
granting such a passport to Brownlow. 

I have but recently been elected to the permanent Congress from this 
(second) Congressional district (as Mr. Tibbs has been from the third), 
and upon my return from Richmond I found the citizens and soldiers 
almost unanimously indignant at this order in Brownlow’s behalf, and 
to my utter astonishment the report prevailed that I while at Rich- 
mond had secured such an order. 
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My competitor, Mr. Baxter, who received not 500 votes in the dis- 
trict, was at Richmond while I was myself there, and it may be that 
his counsels prevailed in the matter, and the order for Brownlow’s 
passport was induced by his arguments or persuasions. I certainly 
advised no such policy. 

A word or two more. In one county of East Tennessee (Scott) the 
Stars and Stripes have been hoisted within a few days past. Our few 
friends there have been seized and taken into Kentucky by emissaries 
from the Lincoln camps, and these emissaries were guided and directed 
by a man who was recently discharged at Nashville by Mr. Benjamin’s 
order, at the instance of Mr. Baxter and others, whose co-operation he 
Ube eae enough to secure. Will-we never be done with such 
policy 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| WM. G. SWAN. 


[Inclosure. } 


KNOXVILLE, TENN., December 7, 1861. 


Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President.Confederate States of America: 


Sir: The Confederate civil authorities here had Mr. Brownlow ar- 
rested last evening under a charge of treason. Heis nowin jail. It 
is understood that parties in this place are taking, or perhaps have 
already taken, measures to apply for executive clemency in his behalf, 
and turn him at large or transfer him under a military escort to the 
enemy’s lines in Kentucky. 

To this course we enter our most respectful but decided protest and 
remonstrance. 

During the whole summer and fall the civil and military power of 
your Government has arrested, tried, convicted, and punished (in some 
cases capitally, in others with more leniency) the poor and insignifi- 
cant dupes of Brownlow’s treasonable teachings and example. A car 
load of these ignorant tories were sent this morning to Tuscaloosa, Ala. ; 
and now the proposition to release the prime mover and instigator of 
all this rebelhon against the South and Tennessee and send him an 
authorized emissary to the headquarters of the enemy, dignified with 
an escort of our Tennessee soldiery, has startled this community, em- 
bracing in the number citizens and most of the army here. The feel- 
ing of indignation at the bare effort for his release is much intensified 
by the fact, which, as it may not be fully known at Richmond, we take 
leave to bring to your attention, viz, that the prisoner, shortly before 
the burning of our railroad bridges and other acts of incendiarism and 
disloyalty, had left town and visited Blount and Sevier Counties, the 
residence of the malcontents who are known as the incendiaries, and 
the suspicion is widely entertained that he prompted and instigated 
that and other atrocities. This peregrination into the most disloyal 
and disaffected neighborhoods makes him the more familiar with the 
extent of the disaffection—their plans, purposes, &c. 

A more dangerous and more capable emissary could not be found in 
the Southern Contederacy to stimulate invasion of Tennessee and ad- . 
vise and carry into effect every kind of mischief. His arrival in Ken- 
tucky and Lincolndom generally would be hailed as a greater achieve- 
ment than the capture of Zollicoffer and his brave troops. 

We do not deem it necessary to enlarge further on the subject, but 
we earnestly advise against the proposed release and transportation to 
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Kentucky. Let the civil or military law take its course against the 
criminal leader in this atrocious rebellion, as it has already done to his 
deluded and ignorant followers. 
We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
J. G. M. RAMSEY. 
WM. H. TIBBS. 





ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Knoxville, Tenn., December 7, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: I telegraphed you last night that I had caused Brownlow to 
be arrested by a warrant issued from the Confederate States commis- 
sioner, and I feel confident, when Iinform you the grounds of his arrest, 
you will approve of my course. I had intended to have him arrested 
in November last, at the regular term of the Confederate court at this 
place, but, in consequence of his absence and Judge Humphreys not 
being here to hold the court, his arrest was postponed. Shortly before 
the burning of the bridges Brownlow’s friends circulated a report that 
he was confined at home by a bleeding at the lungs. Notwithstanding 
this (the bridges being burned on Friday night, the 8th of November), 
he left home the Monday previous, and has remained absent a month or 
more, during inclement season, in the mountainous parts of the counties 
of Blount and Sevier, among the most hostile population to the South- 
ern Confederacy that we have in East Tennessee. Information reached 
me that on his way to the mountains he had made use of expressions 
that showed he had knowledge of the designs of the enemy to penetrate 
into Kast Tennessee and the time the attempt would be made, and I 
was Satisfied, from his well-known character for years for obtaining 
information, that he was not ignorant that the bridges would be burned. 
His newspaper has been the great cause of rebellion in this section, 
and most of those who have been arrested have been deluded by his 
gross distortion of facts and incited to take up arms by his intlam- 
matory appeals to their passions and infamous libels upon the Confed- 
erate States. Under these circumstances it was the general sentiment 
of our people, aud particularly of the military, that it would be great 
injustice to punish the ignorant men who had been deluded by one 
more cunning and hypocritical than themselves and suffer the master 
Spirit to escape with impunity. Our soldiers, who have been guarding 
the mountain passes by night as well as by day, and have endured the 
hardest service to detect and arrest ignorant men who were straggling 
over into Kentucky to assist the enemy, the dupes of his teachings, 
became discouraged, and said they could see no use in such service, 
when Brownlow, who could do them more harm than a thousand men, 
was suffered to pass over to the enemy to give them information and 
incite our enemies to invade our country. So great was their objection 
to this course, that I understand some of the officers said it would be 
difficult in such a contingency to restrain their men from laying down 
their arms and returning home; and I also understand that there were 
none of the military who did not feel it would be degrading service to 
escort him to the Kentucky line. | 

But desiring not to trespass upon your valuable time longer than it 
is absolutely necessary, I again repeat that it is the general desire of 
all friends to our cause in Kast Tennessee that his case should be inves- 
tigated, to ascertain if he did not possess knowledge of the bridge- 
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burning and other designs of the enemy. Our most discreet and pru- 
dent men, both civil and military, familiar with the character of the’ 

man, think it imprudent to send him into the enemy’s country, as he is 
capable of doing us more injury than Johnson and Maynard both com- 
bined. I regr et that he was not arrested by the military and sent to 
Tuscaloosa, ‘where many will no doubt be sent not half so guilty as 
he is; and Tur ge you to that course now, as being the very best thing 
under all the circumstances that could be done. His friends cannot 
complain of his being sent to a more Southern climate, and it is a little 
singular that with the disease of which he is complaining he should 
desire to go North at this inclement season. Under all the circum- 
stances I have thought it best for the country that he should be detained 
for trial or sent to Tuscaloosa. At least he should be detained until 
you should hear all the facts and circumstances of the case. He was 
permitted to come home without being arrested, as I understand, upon 
condition that he was to be answerable to the law for any offense he 
may have committed, and previous to his being arrested the commis- 
sioner had leave to do so from Major-General Crittenden if he thought 
proper, the general saying he would not interfere. 

Again, Brownlow was aware of President Davis’ proclamation, giving 
all that desired to leave the Confederate States forty days to do so. If 
he desired to go North, he then had an opportunity to do so. He did 
not avail himself of the law, but remains here after he has done all the 
injury he can do to our country, and now asks that he be escorted to 
our enemies, there to give such information to the North as he may 
desire and inflame the minds of the people more bitterly against us. 
If that privilege is granted to him, will it not be a precedent for all 
others that may apply during the war? I fear that the moral effect of 
such a course will not only be bad in East Tennessee, but may be dele- 
terious in the whole Confederate States. 

I have thought proper to present you my view of the case, but will 
cheerfully conform to your own better judgment. 


Yours, truly, 
J. C. RAMSAY, 
C. S. District Attorney for District of Tennessee. 





RICHMOND, December 8, 1861. 


Major-General CRITTENDEN, JCnozville: 
The President desires that you return to Richmond and report to 


him without delay. 
J. P. BENJAMIN 
Secretary of War. 


ee 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., December 8, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 

I have the honor to state that on the 24th November I transmitted a 
letter from Captain Lindsay, stationed at Nashville, Tenn., reporting 
the arrival at that place of a steamer from Louisville, Ky., having on 
board all the machinery and appliances for spinning cotton, owned rand 
intended to be put in operation at McMinnville, Tenn. He had taken 


146 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND S.W. VA. [Cuar. XVIL 


the crew, vessel, and cargo into his custody, to await instructions from 
‘me. I directed him to hold them under his charge until further orders. 
His letter, with an explanatory indorsement, was then transmitted to 
you, requesting your decision in the case. In that indorsement I stated 
that my. permission had been solicited, some time previously to the ar- 
rival of the vessel, by the parties interested, to bring it up the Cumber- 
land, but that I had refused to authorize the introduction of the vessel, 
and had referred them for authority to do.so to the Department ot 
War. There is much urgency for a decision of the case. On that account, 
and on the supposition of a miscarriage of Captain Lindsay’s letter, I 
again respectfully submit the subject for your consideration and decision. 

The enemy, from the best information I am able to obtain, have made 
no material change in the disposition of their forces in front or on either 
flank. Their advance in front is 6 miles north of Bacon Creek, near 
the Louisville Railroad; a large force at Nolin; and farther north, to- 
wards Louisville, they are massed in considerable force at different 
points convenient for concentrating them. Idonot doubt that the Fed- 
eral Government is augmenting their force in Kentucky in this direction 
to the extent of their ability. 

The inclosed letter* will serve to show the disposition they are making 
of different army corps which have been elsewhere employed. As to 
the estimate of their forces, I suppose it is a gross exaggeration. With 
the addition of Nelson’s and Rosecrans’ columns, their force on this 
immediate line I believe ought not to be estimated over 65,000. 

Our returns at this place show a force of between 18,000 and 19,000, 
of which about 5,000 are sick (about 3,600 at Nashville), and our effect- 
ive force is under 13,000 men. The volunteers, I hear, are turning out 
well, but the time taken up in procuring arms has thus far prevented 
much accession to our foree from that source. 

I beg leave to remind you of your promise to place a secret-service 
fund at my disposition. There are now claims upon the Government 
unliquidated. I suggested that about $5,000 should be placed to my 
credit in one of the Nashville banks. 

On the night of the 6th instant Captain Morgan, with his cavalry 
company, Helm’s Kentucky regiment, Buckner’s division, burned the 
railroad bridge over Bacon Creek (recently reconstructed by the enemy), 
6 miles in advance of the enemy’s advance force. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


HpDqQrs. FIRST DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., December 8, 1861. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President Confederate States of America: 

Your letter of November 12,7 in reply to mine on the subject of my 
resignation of the appointment of major-general in the Confederate 
Army, has been received. I appreciate the confidence you have been 
pleased to express in me. ; | 

After carefully considering all of my responsibilities in the premises 
and your deliberate judgment as to the necessities of the service, I 
have concluded to waive the pressing of my application for a release 


* Not found. t Seo Series I, Vol. IV, p. 539. 
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from further service, and have determined to retain my office so long as 
I may be of service to our cause. | , 
I remain, faithfully, your friend, | 
L. POLK, | 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Greeneville, Tenn., December 8, 1861. 
General 8. COOPER, | 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 


Str: At the date of my last letter a part of the force under my com- 
mand was engaged in the pursuit of a party of insurgents moving from 
their camp, in the northern part of Greene, towards Cocke County. AS 
usual, their force was dispersed and only some stagglers could be 
picked up. Among these prisoners were three who had been of the 
party that burned the Lick Creek Bridge. They were Henry Fry, 
Jacob M. Henshaw, and Hugh A. Self. All confessed their own and 
testified to the others’ guilt, and also gave, as correctly as they could 
remember, the names of the whole party engaged in that crime. Fry 
and Henshaw were tried by drum-head court-martial on the 30th ultimo 
and executed the same day by hanging. I have thought it my duty to 
ask of the Department that the punishment of Hugh A. Self be com- 
muted to imprisonment. He is only sixteen years old, not very intelli- 
gent, and was led away on that occasion by his father and elder brother, 
both of whom I learn have now been captured by General Carroll’s 
troops. 

Hearing that the insurgents had gathered in force at or near the bend 
of Chucky River, and thence to the neighborhood of Parrottsville and 
of Newport, on the French Broad, in Cocke County, I moved the 
Twenty-ninth North Carolina, with two companies of the Third Georgia 
Battalion, in that direction on the 3d instant. Hearing that General 
Carroll had troops on the line of railroad at Morristown, I arranged with 
them by telegraph to move into the enemy’s country at the same time 
and from opposite directions. 

That country consists of a tumultuous mass of steep hills, wooded to 
the top, with execrable roads winding through the ravines and often 
occupying the beds of the water-courses. A few of the insurgent scouts 
were seen, pursued, and fired on. One was desperately wounded and 
left at a cabin near by. 

At the farm houses along the more open valleys no men were to be 
seen, and it is believed that nearly the whole male population of the 
country were lurking in the hills on account of disaffection or fear. 
The women in some cases were greatly alarmed, throwing themselves 
on the ground and wailing like savages. Indeed, the population is 
savage. 

.The expedition lasted four days, and in the course of it we met Colonel 
Powell’s command deep in the mountains, and our guns were responded 
to at no great distance by a force under Captain Monsarrat. 

These people cannot be caught in that manner. As likely to be more 
effective, I have detached three companies of Colonel Vance’s regiment 
to Parrottsville, with instructions to impress horses from Union men 
and be active in seizing troublesome men in all directions. They will 
impress provisions, giving certificates therefor, with assurance that 


the amounts will be paid if the future loyalty of the sufferer shall 
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justify the clemency of the Government. The whole country is given 
to understand that this course will be pursued until quiet shall be 
restored to these distracted counties, and they can rely upon it that no 
prisoner will be pardoned so long as any Union men shall remain in 
arms. ‘Three other companies of Colonel Vance’s command are on their 
way to Warrensburg, on the north side of Chucky, to remain there 
under similar instructions. 

It is believed that we are making progress towards pacification. The 
Union men are taking the oath in pretty large numbers and arms are 
beginning to be brought in. Captain McClellan, of the Tennessee 
cavalry, stationed by me at Elizabethton, reports that Carter County 
is becoming very quiet, and that, with the aid of a company of infantry, 
he will enter Johnson County and disarm the people there. I shall send 
the company without delay. 

The execution of the bridge-burners is producing the happiest effect. 
This, coupled with great kindness towards the inhabitants generally, 
inclines them to quietude. Insurgents will continue for yet a while in 
the mountains, but I trust that we have secured the outward obedience 
of the people. 

Very respectfully, &c., your obedient servant, 
D. LEADBETTER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 





Fort PILLow, December 8, 1861. 
(Received, Columbus, December 8, 1861.) 


Major-General PoLx: 


The C. 8. floating battery passed at 8 o’clock a. m. 
| L. M. WALKER. 


C. S. ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Nashville, Tenn., December 9, 1861. 


Lieut. Col. W. W. MACKALL, 
Adjutant-General, Western Department, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


Sir: On the question of constructing a gunboat for the defense of 
the Cumberland River, as proposed by Messrs. Shaw & Lawson, and - 
referred to me by indorsement on the letter of Governor Harris, Gov. 
Neill 8. Brown, and General W. G. Harding, I have the honor to report 
as follows: : 

If it were practicable to build a gunboat of proper description in the 
Cumberland it would aid much in the defense of the river, but I much 
fear that a common steamboat cannot be converted into an efficient 
one. The boilers and machinery can be but partially protected from 
Shot, and the large side-wheels, having diameters varying from 30 to 
34 feet, not at all. One shot striking the partially-protected machinery 
or the shaft or the large wheels might render such a gunboat totally 
helpless and place her at the mercy of the enemy, with crew, armameut, 
and supplies. 

It is probable the hull of a well-built river boat (and such a one is 
now laid up at this city) can be made in a measure shot-proof to a line 
below the water surface by covering her with false timber sides and 
bulwarks clad with thick iron. Railroad or other bars would have to 
be used for the purpose, as there is not plate iron in the whole Confed- 
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eracy sufficient to protect the hundredth part of the surface of one boat. 
This market will not furnish the requisite heavy timber for strength- 
ening the sides of the boat or for constructing the inclined barricades 
or bulwarks, as proposed by Messrs. Shaw & Lawson. In course of 
many weeks it could be obtained, I presume, from forest and saw-mills 
of the surrounding country. The heavy additions of timber and iron 
would give the boat a draught too great for navigating the river except 
during the winter season and early spring. 

Considering all the objections that exist to such a gunboat as proposed, 
the period of time that must elapse before one could be gotten ready for 
Service, and the probable armament of guns we may hope to command, 
I am forced to the opinion that the best reliance for defense will be 
batteries ashore, in combination with such obstructions as may be de- 
vised in the channel under the guns of the works. I return the letters 
of Governors Harris and Brown and General Harding.* 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. GILMER, 
Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 


ooo, 


HEADQUARTERS RIFLE BRIGADE, 
Knoxville, Tenn., December 9, 1861. 


Maj. Gen. G. B. CRITTENDEN, Knoxville: 


Sim: [ have the honor herewith to submit a report of the strength 
and condition of all the forces now in East Tennessee for the past few 
weeks acting under my command, together with their location, field of 
duty, &e. My immediate command, assigned by the Secretary of War, 
is as follows: 

Senior (Thirty-eighth) Regiment: Colonel, Robert F. Looney; lieuten- 
ant-colonel, EH. J. Golladay; major, D. H. Thrasher. Organized Sep- 
tember 23, fortwelve months. Stationed at Knoxville. This regiment 
is but imperfectly armed, having but 250 guns, consisting of rifles, 
double-barreled shot-guns, and muskets. Of these not more than 50 are 
perfect. This regiment is now stationed at this place, except one com- 
pany, which is on detached service at Morristown. Strength of regi- 
ment, 988. | 

Second (Thirty-ninth) Regiment:t+ Colonel, Moses White; lieutenant- 
colonel, Hunter P. Moffit; major, W. M. Hunt (acting). Organized 
October 11, 1861, for twelve months. This regiment is also stationed 
at Knoxville, except one company, which is on detached service at 
Morristown. The arms of this regiment consist of about 200 rifles, 
shot-guns, and muskets, mostly unfit for use except in an emergency. 
Streneth of regiment, 771. 

In addition to the two regiments above mentioned there are seven 
companies that have been mustered into service that have heretofore 
been nominally under the command of Col. W. T. Avery, which were 
also assigned me by the Secretary of War. These have not yet been 
organized into a regiment, for the reason that three of them which I 
left at a camp of instruction at Germantown were ordered to Fort Pil- 
low by General Pillow, commanding at Columbus. The other four com- 
panies are in the neighborhood of Knoxville. 

I have written to General Pillow, protesting against this interference 


I a rs eg ee oe ee 
* Not found. tAppears on Register as Thirty-soventh Regiment. 
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with my command, and requested him to order the three companies now 
at Fort Pillow to move immediately to this place. Should he do so, the 
regiment will be organized at once. Should he not do so, I shall appeal 
to the Secretary of War. 

When I reached Chattanooga with my command, on the march to this 
point, I was joined by the following regiment : 

[Lhirty-second Regiment]: Colonel, E. C. Cook; lieutenant-colonel, 
W. P. Moore; major, Brownlow. Organized , for twelve 
months. This regiment is still at Chattanooga, awaiting further orders. 
It is armed with 500 flint-lock muskets, in good order. Strength of 
regiment, 850. 

When Colonel Cook reported to me he informed me that he was 
assigned to no command and requested me to attach him to my bri-- 
gade, which I did until such time asI should receive orders from you. 
Should it meet your approval, I should be glad to have him continued 
under my command. I would also suggest that he be ordered to this 
place, as there is no further necessity for the services of his regiment 
at the place where it now is, as every indication of a rebellion in that 
Section of country has entirely disappeared. 7 

Col. J. W. Gillespie, of this city, has reported to me the following 
companies, with the request that they should be organized into a regi- 
ment and attached to my brigade, viz: 

Capt. A. J. Cawood, stationed at Loudon, partially armed; Capt. S. 
T. Turner, stationed at Loudon; Capt. L. Guthrie, stationed at Knox- 
ville; Capt. John Goodman, stationed at Knoxville; Capt. D. Neff, 
stationed at Knoxville; Capt. W. J. Hill, stationed at Knoxville; Capt. 
A.W. Hodge, stationed at Knoxville; Capt. W. L. Lafferty, stationed 
at Calhoun; Capt. W. H. McKamy, stationed at Charleston; Capt. J. 
W. Phillips, stationed at Rogersville. 

The strength of this regiment will reach about 850 men. Some of 
these companies are partially armed with old country rifles and shot- 
guns. I have ordered all of them to rendezvous at Camp Key, in the 
vicinity of this city, and will organize them into a regiment early next 
week. : 

The following detached companies have also reported to me, viz: 

Capt. W. D. Smith, stationed at Charleston; Capt. J. P. Brown, 
stationed at Madisonville; Capt. J. B. Cook, stationed at Athens; 
Capt. W. C. Nelson, stationed at Philadelphia; Capt. H. Harris, sta- 
tioned at Sevierville; Capt. W. G. McCain, stationed at Knoxville. 

These companies are also partially armed with such guns as could be 
secured in the surrounding country. So soon as these companies can 
be relieved from duty at the places where they are now stationed I will 
concentrate them at this or some other convenient point and organize 
them into a regiment. 

Artillery—Captain, George H. Monsarrat; first senior lieutenant, 
E. Baxter; first junior lieutenant, Brian; second senior lieutenant, 
Freeman; 140 men, 4 guns, 3 caissons, 103 horses. 

This company is now stationed near this city; is under the command 
of one of the most active and efficient officers in the service. It is 
thoroughly drilled and disciplined. Six more guns will be obtained in 
a few days and the command increased to 250 men. 

Cavalry.—The following cavalry companies have reported to me and 
have been acting under my orders, viz: 

Captain McLin, stationed at Lick Creek; Captain Brock, stationed 
at Knoxville; Capt. J. F. White, stationed at Maryville; Capt. W. 
L. Brown, stationed at Cleveland; Capt. D. C. Gormus, stationed in 
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Cocke County; Capt. R. W. McClary, stationed at Cleveland; Capt. F. 
Eldridge, stationed at Loudon. | 

The foregoing comprised all the force attached to my immediate 
command. Other forces, however, have reported to me and acted 
under my command, consisting of the following: 

Col. W. B. Wood’s regiment, at present stationed near this place, 
numbering about 800 men, armed with flint-lock muskets. This regi- 
ment is attached to the brigade of Brigadier-General Zollicoffer. 

Capt. H. L. W. McClung’s battery, consisting of two 6-pounder and 
two 12-pounder guns, with caissons, horses, &c., numbering about 100° 
men; Captain Gillespie’s cavalry, numbering about 100 men, armed 
with double-barreled shot-guns. Both these companies belong to the 
command of General Zollicoffer. 

There are other forces stationed at various points in East Tennessee 
from the commanders of which I have received no official report and 
have no certain information concerning them. The following is the 
most reliable I have been able to obtain: 

Col. Samuel Powell’s regiment, stationed at Greeneville. Of its 
strength, arms, &c., I have no knowledge, nor do I know to what 
command it is attached. 

Col. 8. A. M. Wood’s regiment is stationed 10 miles east of Chatta- 
nooga; is thoroughly equipped, and with Springfield muskets. This 
regiment belongs, I understand, to the command of Brigadier-General 
Bragg, and was sent by him from Pensacola to Chattanooga for tem- 
porary service until such time as I could reach there with my com- 
mand. 

Col. R. B. Vance’s regiment is stationed at Greeneville; numbers about 
800 men, and is efficiently armed. I do not know to what command it 
is attached. 

Col. D. Leadbetter is stationed, with his regiment, somewhere in the 
neighborhood of Morristown, on the line of the East Tennessee and 
Virginia Railroad. I have no other information concerning his com- 
mand. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Stovall’s battalion is stationed .at Greeneville, 
numbering 500 men, and is efficiently armed. . 

The foregoing is all the organized force of which I have any knowl- 
edge in East Tennessee, except Colonel Churchwell’s regiment, which 
I understand is a portion of General Zollicoffer’s command. I do not 
know its present location. 

Another of General Zollicoffer’s regiments, commanded by Colonel 
Statham, is, I learn, stationed at Cumberland Gap. 

There are various companies, I am informed, being organized in the 
surrounding counties, and should the necessity arise and arms could 
be procured I have no doubt but an additional force of 4,000 or 5,000 
men could easily be brought into the field from East Tennessee. 





RECAPITULATION. 
Strength of my immediate command: 
IMTARIRY Sess pete satecamndek baw acess bee ocanis becded een Macs ead e cid scat: 4, 400 
CAV ANE Y cat ae acre Saati Wesel cme dace eet tent ooh ae 450 
AICP Y coe U i ate ee betes slog iaienis SSeie wie wea Wele beeing se ence caewte cece 150 
WOU eeiise es setae omen eee td Al cee Dor os tease Soa cect ence di 5, 000 
Other forces in East Tennessee... ... 2... 0.222. cee cce cone cane nccceccccees cece 6, 000 
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The foregoing report is as perfect a one as I am able to make with 
the meager information at present beforeme. My owncommand being 
as yet toa great extent unorganized and stationed in small detach- 
ments at so many different points, I have not been able to obtain regu- 
lar and official reports. But in the main the above statement of its 
strength, condition, &c., is very nearly accurate in point of numbers, 
as well as in other particulars. — 

The other forces to which I have alluded were not under my com- 
mand, and therefore I had no right to require the official information 
from them, but have had to rely upon such statements as were reported 
to me by others. 

Respectfully, 
WM. H. CARROLL, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


[DECEMBER 10, 1861.—By an act of the Provisional Congress, Ken- 
tucky admitted as a member of the Confederate States of America.] 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., December 10, 1861. 


Maj. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK, . 
Commanding First Division, Columbus, Ky.: 


GENERAL: By direction of the general I give his views of the proba- 
ble operations of the enemy and suggestions as to the means by which 
they are to be met and counteracted. He says: 


Copies of letters to the Governor of Alabama and to General Weakley have informed 
you that you may anticipate an important accession to the force at Fort Henry, which 
I hope, with the force now at Fort Donelson and that under General Clark at Hop- 
kinsville, will make your right secure from the enterprises of the enemy and compel 
him to divert a large portion of his force. Should he consider it expedient to attempt 
the reduction of those places or in carrying on operations in your immediate front, 
enforce upon him the necessity of employing a large force in observation to mask or 
cover his operations against you. I suppose they will adopt on your front three lines 
of operations: one from Cape Girardeau or Bird’s Point to New Madrid, which may be 
safely done, as the topography of the country evidently affords a perfect immunity 
from attack throughout the route. This contingency you are providing against. The 
force which will probably be sent on the Cape Girardeau route will no doubt be large. 
Another smaller force, I think, will descend the west bank of the Mississippi to a 
point below Columbus, establish batteries to cut off your supplies by the river, and 
co-operate with the force at Madrid. <A third will endeavor to throw itself between 
Columbus and your re-enforcements and supplies, to effect which it will be necessary 
for them, if the routes should be as impracticable as they are represented at this sea- 
son of the year, to use the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers for transportation of sub- 
sistence and other supplies, at least as far as the ferry, should they adopt the former 
route below Fort Henry, and thence by the road to Paris. This movement they would 
probably cover by a demonstration towards Columbus. Fort Columbus, now being 
completed, cannot, I think, be taken by assault; and, supplied with provisions and 
other stores for six months, would probably, if enveloped and thrown upon its own 
resources, hold out some time. 

Now, if this be true, your army outside is left free to maneuver in reference to the 
movements of the enemy, and ought to be so handled as to prevent, by its successive 
movements, the introduction of the enemy’s force into the country in such manner as 
to deprive you of support and supplies. 

Should they deem it important to reduce the force at Columbus before advancing you 
would have it in your power to go to its relief. Should they, however, decide to pros- 
ecute their march into Tennessee, you will have it in your power, if your force should 
be adequate, to offer them battle on a field of your own choice or impede and harass them 
as they advance, and as their force must be reduced to keep up their line of communi- 
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cation, engage them wherever there might be sufficient probability of decisive advan- 
tage. 
These are suggestions for your consideration, and must be modified 
as circumstances require. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 
W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Beech Grove, Ky., December 10, 1861. 


Lieutenant-Colonel MACKALL, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


Sir: Your two dispatches of the 4th reached me late last night. 
Inclosed I send copy of letter addressed to you yesterday.* Iinfer from 
yours that I should not have crossed the river, but itis now too late. My 
means of recrossing is so limited, I conld hardly accomplish it in face of 
the enemy. There are five infantry regiments, perhaps more, and one 
cavalry regiment at Somerset, 16 miles distant. Their pickets were 
yesterday within 9 miles. The precise force at Columbia I cannot as- 
certain. Our cavalry detachments south of the river, at Rowena, were: 
fired upon from this side yesterday and to-day. 

This camp is inmediately opposite to Mill Springs. 14 mile, distant. 
The river protects our rear and flanks. We have about 1,200 yards 
fighting front to defend, which we are intrenching as rapidly as our 
few tools will allow; but a supply ordered by Maj. V. K. Stevenson, 
assistant quartermaster-general at Nashville, on the 10th, have not 
been heard from. Two hundred pack-saddles, ordercd at same time, 
much needed, have not been heard from. I have relied on a reserve of 
one battalion of the Sixteenth Alabama Regiment, Colonel Powell’s 
regiment, and Captain McClung’s battery, left at Knoxville, and ordered 
forward soon after I started. I have expected them constantly; have 
been able to get no intelligence until to-day, and now learn (unofficially) 
that they are not on the way. This may very greatly endanger our 
position. J will endeavor to prevent the forces at Columbia and Som- 
erset from uniting. The proximity of the terminus of the railroad at 
Lebanon would seem to give them the means of rapidly re-entorcing in 
my front. 

The position I occapy north of the river is a fine basis for operations 
in front. It is a much stronger natural position for defense than that 
on the south bank. I think it should be held at all hazards, but I 
ought to havea stronger force. Could any feint by possibility be made 
upon Columbia from the west, it would probably save me from concen- 
tration in front until I could be strengthened. We will work day and 
night on the necessary defenses. Major-General Crittenden has assumed 
command, and is, I think, now at Knoxville. 


Very respectfully, 
KF. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
Brigadier-General. 





‘WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A,, 
Richmond, December 10, 1861. 
J. C. RAMSAY, Esq., 
C. S. District Attorney, Knoxville, Tenn.: 
Sir: Your letter of 7th instant is received. I thank you for the in- 


*See p. 10. 
48 R R—VOL VII 
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formation it contains, and shall reserve your suggestions for proper 
consideration. 
I should be obliged to you if you would give me an account of the 
circumstances of Brownlow’s arrest, &c., at your earliest convenience. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





KNOXVILLE, December 10, 1861. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR: | 
The court-martial has sentenced A. C. Haun, bridge-burner, to be 
hung. Sentence approved. Ordered to be executed at 12 o’clock to- 
morrow. Requires the approval of the President. Please telegraph. 
WM. H. CARROLL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


RicHMOND, December 10, 1861. 
General W. H. CARROLL, Knoxville: 

Execute the sentence of your court-martial on the bridge-burners. 
The law does not require any approval by the President, but he en- 
tirely approves my order to hang every bridge-burner you can catch 
and convict. 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 262. Richmond, Va., December 10, 1861. 
* * * * * * * 

12. Brig. Gen. W. H. Carroll, Provisional Army, will immediately 
proceed, with all the armed men of his brigade, to report for duty to 
General I*. K. Zollicofter, leaving the unarmed portion of his command 
at Knoxville, Tenn., under the control of a suitable officer, until arms 
can be provided. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 
| JNO. WITHERS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, December 10, [1861]. 
Brig. Gen. HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
Abingdon, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your letters to General Johnston of November 5* and 28, 
and to Major-General Crittenden of December 1,t have been received. 
~ He directs me to reply as follows: 

1. The general has received no instructions from the War Depart- 





* Sce Series I, Vol. IV, p. 518. tSco pp. 715, 729. 
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ment in relation to the force in East Kentucky (the district of Preston- 
burg), assigned to you, nor yet in relation to those forces you were 
authorized to raise. The object of giving you a force was announced 
to him by the Department, and the scope of your powers was learned 
from your letters. 

2. From the powers with which you are invested and the full con- 
versations you had with the general he presumed that the forces placed 
at your disposal and the unlimited power to raise additional forces 
would, as the Department hoped, be fully equal to the execution of the 
plans you had concerted with the Department. 

3. He believed that the general intended you to have a wide discre- 
tion as to your movements and entire control over the administration 
of your forces, leaving to the general a supervisory power, with the 
authority to combine your movements with corps of the Army when the 
proper time arrived. 

4, So believing, and finding that your force fell not only below your 
anticipations, but was so small as to render it doubtful whether they 
would insure the immediate object had in view, viz, the protection of 
the ‘frontier of Prestonburg and its vicinity,” he saw that the time had 
not yet arrived when it could be combined in the movement of any other 
corps of this army, and therefore gave you no orders. 

dS. He was satisfied that you were making yourself fully acquainted 
with the field of your operations, and that it would be inexpedient at 
this distance to make suggestions as to your movements, even had he 
been as fully advised as you were of the special views of the general as 
to the precise objects to be reached by it. 

6. His order to General Crittenden was not intended to reach your 
command, nor, until the receipt of your letter last night, was he apprised 
of the fact that that general had taken your district under his command. 
Ife immediately telegraphed to General Carroll, local commander ot 
Knoxville, to return those you had put in march for this place. 

7. At this distance your arrangements to place your infantry on the 
mountain line and cover a trail by the advance of your cavalry for sub- 
sistence Seems judicious.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE, 
Camp Recovery, 1 mile from Prestonburg, Iy., Dec. 10, 1861. 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond: 
GENERAL: I have the pleasure to inform you that I have been located 
here for several days, and to report to you that I have in camp Will- 
jams’ regiment, which is gradually being filled, and that Trigg’s regi- 
ment, with Jeffress’ battery, will arrive at Prestonburg to-day, they hav- 
ing advanced from the Richlands by the Louisa Fork of the Sandy and 
by the way of Piketon. I came by Whitesburg, in Letcher County, 
through the corner of Posey County, and so far through Floyd. I 
think I have established friends for the Confederate States on a sound 
basis wherever I have been. My effort has been to conciliate the peo- 
ple, and to teach them by example that the Army of the Confederate 


—_- _—_— 
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States comes not to maraud and oppress, but to protect and to respect 
the constitutional rights of the people. The Army of the United States, 
invited here to defend this people, halted at no excess. They burned 
and ravaged the towns, insulted females and violated their persons, 
stole wearing apparel, and killed stock, and frequently deprived poor 
people of the means of subsistence. I have sought to impress all that this 
course on their part was a true representation of the despotic principles 
their master seeks to establish on a permanent basis, while the respect 
I and my men pay to persons and property, without regard to mere 
opinion, is the reflex of the principles we represent. The effect has 
been exceedingly favorable, for the contrast is striking and visible to 
the commonest man in the community. 

I found prisoners.at Pound Gap arrested for their active pursuit of 
their opinions. I released them and sent them home after explaining 
to them the principles I advocate. They said the veil had been removed 
from their eyes, and I afterwards found them well disposed and active 
in getting recruits for my command. 

I have advanced my cavalry to West Liberty, in Morgan County— 
not to station it, but to pass through the county, inspirit our friends, 
and to prevent the enemy from stripping the country of its stock. 

I hear that Colonel Moore, with his Abingdon battalion, has actually 
started, but is making only 5 or 6 miles per day. This augurs badly 
for his efficiency in the future, but L will not despair. Colonel Stuart, 
at last advices, was waiting at Abingdon for transportation. Intelli- 
gence has reached me from various quarters that six field pieces are at 
Abingdon intended for this command, but I have received no dispatch 
informing me that such was its destination nor the amount of ammu- 
nition accompanyingit. I have a hope that you will inform me, so that, 
if the battery is to be sent to me, it may be manned and equipped and 
moved at once, before the ice gathers, so as to make the mountains im- 
passable. : 

I have a detachment making salt for the use of my command, and I 
also have possession of the Salt Works at Brashearsville, on the North 
Fork of the Kentucky River, 20 miles below Whitesburg. I hope 
through these to make 35 or 40 bushels of salt per week, so as not only 
to supply my current demand, but to enable me to pack as much meat 
ration as will serve this army for future purposes. The prices here and 
at Bristol for pork are as 4$ to 5 is to 9 to 10, which you See is a vast 
difference. 

I have seen several men from the interior of Kentucky, and I have 
secured a line of intelligence from my camp to Lexington. I shall in 
future know pretty well what is going on to the very center of the en- 
emy’s operations in Kentucky, aud will be perfectly guarded against 
surprise. I learn that the young men in the interior are beginning to 
learn my whereabouts and are moving. MayI beg of the Government, 
if it is possible, to let me have good arms to put in their hands when 
they cometome. They have noarms; they can’t getthem. Their rifles 
and shot-guns have been taken away from them by the Lincolnites. 
T think Mr. Benjamin should let me have at least the percussion muskets 
I turned over to him through Governor Letcher. I am gratified to say 
to you that my movement here altogether looks auspicious of good, and 
I have high hopes that the future may realize our hopes. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 
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C. 8. ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Nashville, Tenn., December 11, 1861. 


His Excellency IsHaAm G. HARRIS, 
Governor of the State of Tennessee, Nashville : 


Str: The agents heretofore employed to procure a laboring force for 
building fortifications for defending the approaches to this city have 
‘failed to get any more than a few negroes; a number quite insignifi- 
cant when compared with the works to be undertaken. With a hope 
that a large force of negroes may yet be obtained by an appeal to the 
citizens of the vicinity and neighboring counties, I have prepared the ~ 
form for the call upon them, which 1 submit for your indorsement. 
Having your indorsement, I have thought it might be advisable to 
have a number of copies printed and placed in the hands of some offi- 
cers, say sheriffs and constables, with instructions to apply to every 
citizen within reach, and urge the necessity of a prompt compliance 
with the eall. 

I am, sir, very respectfully; your obedient servant, 
| J. F. GILMER, 
Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 


{Inclosure.] 


C. S. ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Nashville, Tenn., December 11, 1861. 


It has been decided by the general commanding the Western Depart- 
ment to fortify the approaches to the city of Nashville, the better to 
protect your capital and State against the contingency of invasion by 
our relentless enemy. To this end a call is now made upon all citizens 
to contribute a part of the labor which they control to aid in the eree- 
tion of the necessary works. It 1s necessary that each negro sent from 
a distance be furnished by his master with blankets or other bed-cloth- 
ing sufficient to make him comfortable; also with cooking and messing 
utensils. It is essential that the number be assembled with the least 
practicable delay at Cockrill’s Hill and Foster’s Hill, near and north 
of the town of Edgefield, on the Goodlettsville turnpike. The force 
employed will be Ilcdged at night either in tents or frame huts in the 
vicinity of the work, and as a care more satisfactory to the owners may 
be secured to their hands by placing them under the charge of some 
person or persons known in the neighborhood or county from which 
the negroes are sent, it is desired that this plan, by agreement among 
the citizens, be adopted. If subsistence be furnished by the owner, 
$1 per day for each hand will be paid by the Confederate States; if 
supplied by the Government, then 70 cents per day. Nothing but a 
great necessity causes this additional call upon the patriotism of the 
citizens, aud a prompt response will the better insure protection to your 
property and your homes. 

By direction and authority of General A. 8. Johnston, commanding 
the Western Department: 

J. F. GILMER, 


Major, and Ciief Engineer Western Department. 





JACKSON, Miss., December 11, 1861. 


Major-General POLK: 
I have ordered 3,000 troops to Union City. They need some tents 
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and ammunition and caps for shot-guns and rifles. Could you not 
order supply from Nashville ? 
JOHN J. PETTUS. 


COLUMBUS, December 11, 1861. 
Col. W. W. MACKALL: 


General Polk has assumed command, but under your instructions to 
give you information of the movements of the enemy I feel it my duty 
to say that my opinion is that the enemy are preparing to move up the 
Tennessee River in force. I think they will simply make a demonstra- 
tion against this position to hold the force here. Will use their large 
water power to capture Fort Henry and pass up and take possession of 
Tennessee bridge and separate your command and General Polk’s, and 
will then advance down that railroad on Memphis. 

For a week their fortresses have been sealed, and their boats are run- 
ning up the Ohio in the night-time alone. I may be wrong in my views, 
but such is my opinion of their purpose. 

GID. J. PILLOW. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND Division, C. A. KENTUCKY, 
December 11, 1861. 
General HARDEE: 


Sir: The following is a copy of part of a private letter written from 
Woodlawn on the Sth instant to a lady and handed to me. I tran- 
scribe it for the information of General Hardee: 

* * * YT think this one of the most important points now left open in the State. 
It is a point though which Tennessee might be invaded at the most dangerous point— 
Knoxville, the home of Brownlow & Co. If such a thing should happen, the same 
scenes may be enacted there as are enacted in Western Virginia. The road by here on 
to Columbia, and the road down Mockeson and by Beebe’s, leading to the same point, 
are the principal passways through which the tide flows from Tennessee to camp at 
Columbia and Campbellsville. They are passing daily, almost hourly. If this gap 
could be stopped it would check a host from joining the Lincoln Army. * * * 


I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Respectfully referred to General Johnston. The within goes to sus- 
tain the importance of occupying Columbia by our forces. 
W. J. HARDEE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CENTRAL ARMY KENTUCKY, 
Lowling Green, December 11, 1861. 
Colonel W. W. MACKAuLL, 
Assistant Adjutant-CGeneral, Western Department: 


COLONEL: In view of the arrival of a regiment of infantry last night 
and the certainty of an additional re-enforcement of 3,000 or 6,000 men 
within a few days, I beg to submit for your consideration the follow- 
ing movements against the enemy: 

General Hindman was at Horse Well last night, which is within one 
day’s march of Woodsonville. He has with him 1,100 infantry, four 
pieces of artillery, and 500 cavalry. With this force he can keep the 
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enemy in check at Munfordville, and for this purpose can be ordered 
to take post at Woodsonville, with instructions to defend the passage 
of the river and to keep the enemy at bay. 

With General Buckner’s division I propose to attack the forces of 
the enemy now at Columbia, and for this purpose would respectfully 
suggest the following dispositions of that division: On any day, as, 
say, the 13th instant, let one brigade of that division, together with the 
body of the cavalry, move to the position now occupied by General 
Hindman at Horse Well, arriving on the evening of the 14th. 

On the morning of the 14th let the remainder of the division move 
from this point towards Glasgow, arriving on the evening of the 15th, 
when it should be joined by the brigade at Horse Well, except the cav- 
alry, which should remain at that point until the next day. Measures 
should be taken to give the troops moving to Horse Well to under- 
stand that Genera! Hindman is threatened in front, and that they are 
intended to sustain him. This impression would probably be reported 
to the enemy, and cause him to suspect that we intended to cross or de- 
fend the river in his front at Munfordville, and thus serve in some 
measure to blind our real movement against Columbia. The advance 
of General H. to Woodsonville would confirm him in this impression. 

From Glasgow our forces should move with the greatest possible 
celerity upon the enemy at Columbia, while the cavalry at Horse Well 
should be instructed to move towards Greensburg on the 16th and 
ascertain the strength and character of the enemy at that point, and, if 
found to be inconsiderable, to disperse them, and then gain a position 
to act with the main body certainly by the evening of the 17th. If 
such a force be found at Greensburg as to render it inexpedient to risk 
an attack a small force should be left to observe it, while the remainder 
hastens to support the main body in its attack on Columbia. 

If the enemy should attempt to retire from Columbia, the cavalry 
could harass him and probably cause him to take a position and give 
battle. 

The greatest care should be taken to prevent the enemy from gaining 
information of the movement, and for that purpose all persons should 
be intercepted going in that direction. 

If we can gain possession of this point, I think General Zollicoffer 
Should be instructed to move to and hold it. We should thus gain a 
large district of country, filled with grain and provisions, of which we 
are much in need. In the mean time I think I risk nothing in under- 
taking to defend this place with the troops remaining from any attack 
of the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS RIFLE BRIGADE, 
Knoxville, December 11, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Stk: In pursuance of your instructions by telegraph of yesterday, 
the sentence of death pronounced by court-martial upon A. C. Hann, 
the bridge burner, was executed by hanging at 12 o’clock to-day. The 
court-martial is still in session, engaged in the trial of a number of 
others charged with complicity in the same crime. I am not advised 
of the nature or extent of the proof that can be brought against them, 
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but should it be sufficient and the court find them guilty, the sentence, 
whatever it may be, will be promptly executed, unless otherwise directed 
by you. In addition to those suspected of burning the bridges I have 
now in confinement about 150 more prisoners, charged with taking up 
arms, giving aid and assistance to the enemy, inciting rebellion, &e. 
Those among them who have been proven guilty of the offenses alleged 
against them I shall send to Tuscaloosa, in accordance with your 
instructions by letter of November 23. I have already sent there 48, 
to be held as prisoners of war. _ | 

I have been greatly annoyed by the interference of the civil author- 
ities with what 1 conceive the proper and faithful discharge of the 
_ duties incumbent upon me in my capacity of military commander of 
this portion of East Tennessee. Several attempts have been made to 
take offenders out of my hands by judicial process to be tried by the 
civil tribunals, which trials I am satisfied would in many instances 
have resulted in the release of those who are guilty and should be pun- 
ished. In order to avoid these embarrassments, I felt myself justified 
in placing the city under martial law until such time as all the prison- 
ers charged with military offenses now in my custody can be tried by 
a military tribunal. If after this is done any should remain whose 
offenses come legitimately under the jurisdiction of the civil courts, I 
will turn them over to the proper officers to be disposed of in that way. 
I have only been prompted to venture upon this stringent course by 
strong conviction that the public good imperatively demanded it. 
_ The traitorous conspiracy recently so extensive and formidable in 
East Tennessee is, I think, well-nigh broken up, as there is at present 
but little or no indication of another outbreak. I. have small detach- 
ments of myforce out in every direction, suppressing any rebellious 
spirit that may be manifested and arresting those who are known to 
have been in arms against the Government. I am daily receiving the 
most encouraging evidences that the people are beginning to return 
to a sense of duty and patriotism, as many of those who were hereto- 
fore unfriendly towards us are coming forward and giving every assur- 
ance of future fealty. | 

For a detailed account of the operations of my command since taking 
the field I respectfully invite your attention to my official report, this 
day forwarded to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 
| I have the honor to be, yours, respectfully, 

: WM. H. CARROLL, 
Brigadier-General. 
[Inclosure. } 


PROCLAMATION. 


HEADQUARTERS RIFLE BRIGADE, 
Knoxville, Tenn., December 11, 1861. 


The exigencies of the time requiring, as is believed, the adoption of 
the sternest measures of military policy, the commanding general feels 
called upon to suspend fér a time the functions of the civil tribunals: 
Now, therefore, be it known that I, William H. Carroll, brigadier- 
general in the Confederate Army, and commander of the post at Knox- 
ville, do hereby proclaim martial law to exist in the city of Knoxville 
and the surrounding country to the distance of 1 mile from the corporate 

limits of said city. | 

By order of Brig. Gen. William H. Carroll : 
, H. C. YOUNG, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Cave City, Ky., December 12, 1861—12 m. 
Lieut. D. G. WHITE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Sir: Yesterday morning information reached me, through Southern- 
rights men of Woodsonville and vicinity, that the enemy at Munford- 
ville had commenced repairing the ferry-boat which had been sunk by 
Captain Morgan, and that parties of their mounted men had been seen 
trying the depth of the river at different points within a distance of 
half a mile above and below. | 

About the same time a spy, whom I had sent to Greensburg, returned 
with the report that Colonel Hobson was at that place with 600 inen 
(500 infantry, 50 cavalry, and two pieces of artillery), and that all or 
nearly all the troops had left Campbellsville for Camp Nevin, near 
Nolin, the reason assigned being the intended advance upon Bowling 
Green by way of Munfordville. 

Scouts sent to the burnt bridge, the point where the Glasgow and 
Bardstown road strikes the river, reported that a scouting party from 
Bacon Creek, between 30 and 50 strong, had appeared there, but with- 
eut crossing. At10 o’clock I sent a small party of Colonel Terry’s 
lkangers towards Munfordville, instructed to ascend Sumuinerseat’s 
Knob, and observe the position and movements of the enemy. T'rom 
that eminence, which overlooks Munfordville, they counted 150 Sibley 
tents, and saw smoke of camp-fires ascending from behind ridge which 
hid the tents there from view. The distance from Summerseat to Mun- 
fordville is about 2 miles; not more. The tents were counted by the use 
of a glass, and the number may have been a few more or less. No 
movement was observed; everything seemingly inactive. 

Atl p.m. I went in person, with a party of 10 men, to Rowlett’s Sta- 
tion, distant from Munfordville between half and three-quarters of a 
mile, intending to ascend Rowlett’s Knob and observe the cnemy’s 
camp from that position. Before reaching there it became evident that 
that knob was occupied by Federal pickets. I distinctly saw 4 men on 
the projection which looks towards Horse Well. A good deal of time 
was lost in an unsuccessful attempt to cut them off, and the ascent of 
the knob was not made. I reached Rowlett’s Station at sunset. It is 
situated on the ridge that connects Somerset [?] and Rowlett’s Knobs, 
and which is most depressed where the railroad intersects it, forming, 
however, a bluff 100 feet higher than the level strip between its edge 
and the river. This intervening strip of level ground is about half a 
mile wide, and is heavily timbered next to the river, hiding all view of 
the opposite side, except the top of the knobs behind Munfordville. I 
ascertained that the ferry-boat had been completed. We had the pleas- 
ure of hearing Hail Columbia and Yankee Doodle played by General 
Johnson’s band during some half hour or more. 

Going towards Munfordville I traveled the Greensburg road, which 
is exceedingly rough, and in several places almost, if not quite, im- 
passable for wagons. Cavalry may pass over it without difficulty. 
After leaving the vicinity of Horse Cave it winds along the hollow 
through which the railroad passes, and which becomes more and more 
narrow towards the river, knobs confining it on both sides. 

Returning, I came upon this turnpike, which passes by the place and 
crosses the knob just above Woodland, about 24 miles from here. For 
a distance of 3 or 4 miles, coming in this direction, it is macadamized ; 
the remainder is a good dirt road; an army might pass over it easily. 

I returned to Horse Well about 10 o’clock last night. General Har- 
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dee’s communication of yesterday reached me at 2 this morning. Ihave 
moved my command to this place as being a better position. The Texas 
Rangers are encamped at Woodland; the infantry half a mile this side; 
Swett’s artillery in wood at Middleton’s, and Phifer’s battalion in wood 
on Mammoth Cave road, just below this place. Ihave parties out in the 
direction of Mammoth Cave, Bear Wallow, and Frederick, to protect 
the agents of Bruce & Co. in collecting beeves, &c., and to collect and 
drive in what they may overlook. I find it difficult to get more forage 
than is necessary for my own command without using infantry for that 
purpose, which would seatter my force too much. I keep a party of 
observation constantly thrown out towards the enemy, and think I 
will certainly be apprised of any attempt to cross in force. Any such 
attempt might be successfully resisted if my force was upon the ridge 
at Rowleti’s Station, and I will probably be able to march them up in 
time from here. This is a much better region for forage and nearer 
to our supplies. 
Very respectfully, 
T. C. HINDMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Advance. 


Abstract from return of Western Department, commanded by General A, S. Johnston, for 
December 12, 1861, as given by the latest returns. 
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*No return from one regiment, and its agcregate present and absent estimated in original at 800. 
tNo returns. Estimated in the original as above. 





[HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, | 
Bowling Green, December 13, 1861. 


Gov. J. G. SHoRTER, Montgomery, Ala.: 

I beg you will send all the troops you may have assembled under my 
late call upon your excellency with dispatch to this place. 

I except from this number all you may have ordered to Fort Henry 
or the Tennessee River. I have ordered the Seventh Alabama from 
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Chattanooga to this place, and will thank you to order one of the new 
regiments to take its place at Chattanooga to guard the railway. 
Please inform me what number of troops I may expect to receive 
from my late call on North Alabama. 
A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


— 


RICHMOND, December 13, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: | 

Sir: I arrived at Knoxville about the 1st day of December, assumed 
command, and established my headquarters there. At that time Mr. 
W.G. Brownlow was absent from Knoxville, where he resides. Very 
soon some friend or friends of his approached me on the subject of his 
return to Knoxville, and I had several interviews with the son of Mr. 
Brownlow, who was interceding and acting for his father in the prem- 
ises. During several days Mr. Brownlow’s son was very importunate 
in calling upon me and making solicitations in behalf of his father of 
some sort or another. In the beginning, the letter of Mr. Brownlow 
to General Carroll, dated November 22, and received about the time of 
my. arrival, was handed to me and discussed between myself and the 
son of Mr. Brownlow. In this letter Mr. Brownlow stated that he was 
willing and ready at any time to stand a trial upon any points before 
any civil tribunal, but sought protection from troops and armed men 
on a return to Knoxville, denying at the same time having had any 
connection with arming men or with armed bodies of men or with 
bridge-burners or bridge-burning. General Carroll also handed to me 
his reply to this letter. 

In the several interviews between the son of Mr. Brownlow and one 
or more of his friends and myself Mr. Brownlow’s innocence of any 
treasonable conduct was vouched as the basis of any disposition to be 
made towards him, and I stated to Mr. Brownlow’s son, who was act- 
ing for his father, that if he came to Knoxville he must submit to the 
civil authorities. 

Finally, about the 4th or 5th of December, I think, Mr. Baxter, a 
friend of Mr. Brownlow, together with his son, called upon me, and 
Mr. Baxter delivered to me an open letter from yourself, brought by 
him, dated November 20, and referring to Mr. Brownlow’s departure 
beyond our lines. Thereupon, and on the solicitations made to me in 
behalf of Mr. Brownlow, I directed my assistant adjutant-general to 
inform Mr. Brownlow in writing that if he would come to Knoxville 
within a given time I would give him a passport and send him with an 
escort beyond our lines. I designed this escort to convey him directly 
through our lines, so that he could see nothing of our forces and forti- 
fications. At the given time Mr. Brownlow came, and I made arrange- 
ments with him as to the time and manner of his departure, which 
were satisfactory to him. I designed sending him off the next day, 
but he desired to stay over a day, and on that day, before his depart- 
ure, was arrested with a warrant by the civil authorities on a charge 
of treason. 

Mr. Brownlow addressed a note to me, stating his arrest, and that he 
had come home upon my invitation, and claimed to be under my pro- 
tection. As I had stated explicitly to Mr. Brownlow’s son, who acted 
for his father, and who went after and did conduct his father into 
town, that if he came he must submit to the civil authorities, and as 
his innocence of any treasonable conduct was considered in the arrange- 


(64 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND S.W. VA. [Cuar. XVIL 


ments for him, I directed one of my aides to reply to his note to the 
effect that, in view of all the facts, I could not interfere with the citil 
authorities so as to protect him from an investigation by them of 
charges made in their tribunals against him, which I clearly under- . 
stood from himself and his friends he would not seek to avoid. 

Of course, if the civil authorities release Mr. Brownlow, I shall pro- 
ceed at once to give him a passport and send him with an escort beyond 
our lines. 

I remain, very respectfully, yours, &c., 
G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General, C. 8S. Army. 





Wak DEPARTMENT, G. S. A, 
December 13, 1861. 
Major-General CRITTENDEN, Richmond, Va.: 


Str: In accordance with the verbal instructions communicated to 
you by the President, you will proceed to Kentucky and assume com- 
mand of all the forces now commanded by General Zollicofter, includ- 
ing Carroll’s brigade and the different posts established by General 
Zollicoffer at Cumberland Gap and other mountain passes. You will 
report directly to General A. 8. Jolinston by letter. Unless otherwise 
ordered by General Johnston, your command will not include Eastern 
Tennessee, Colonel Leadbetter having been Specially assigned by the 
President to the duty of maintaining the communications through that 
district of country, and ordered to assume the command of the troops 
necessary for guarding the line and dispersing the insurrectionists and 
bridge-burners ; nor will your command include the forces under Gen- 
eral Marshall, who has been ordered to report to General Johnston, 
unless this latter shall so direct. 

If by chance you shall, however, be thrown into command in any 
part of East Tennessee, you will understand the policy of the Govern- 
ment to be to show no further clemency torebels in arms. All actually 
engaged in bridge-burning should be tried summarily, and executed, if 
convicted, by military authority. All others captured with arms or 
proven to have taken up arms against the Government are to be sent 
to Tuscaloosa as prisoners of war. All such inhabitants as are known 
to have been in league with the traitors may be pardoned if they 
promptly deliver up their arms and take the oath of allegiance to this 
Government. In such event they are to be protected in their persons 
and property; otherwise they should be arrested wherever found and 
treated as prisoners of war, and especially should caré be taken to allow 
none of them to remain armed. These are the instructions substan- 
tially that have been given to Colonel Leadbetter, under which he has 
been acting. 

Your obedient servant, 
7 J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Knoxville, Tenn., December 13, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
Sir: Your order to me of the 10th instant to join General Zollicoffer 
immediately with all my armed force reached me last night. I imme- 
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diately set about making the necessary arrangements to carry the 
same into effect, as indeed I had been doing for some days previous, 
under instructions from Generai Zollicofter himself. A portion if not 
all of my command would now have been on the march for General 
Zollicoffer’s present position but for the unsettled condition of affairs 
in East Tennessee, together with other obstacles that I have been 
utterly unable to overcome, though I have made every possible exer- 
tion to that effect, but as yet without success. 

In justice to myself I feel that I may very properly lay before you 
the nature and extent of the embarrassments under which I have 
labored ever since I assumed my present command. When the Presi- 
dent did me the honor to appoint me a brigadier-general in the Pro- 
visional Army I confidently expected to have had my entire brigade 
thoroughly armed within twenty days at furthest from that time, as I 
have taken every precaution to secure sufficient arms for that purpose 
while raising and organizing the regiments which I now have the 
honor to command. TEarly in the month of September I procured 
about 2,000 ordinary country rifles, and placed them in the Govern- 
ment armories at Memphis, Nashville, and Murfreesborough, i order 
to have them altered—made of uniform length and ealiber, and fitted 
with a sword-bayonet. At that time I was assured by the armory 
officers at those places that these guns would be repaired and ready 
for use by the middle of October. On the 26th of that month you tel- 
egraphed to them to lay aside all other guns and put their whole force 
at work upon mine. This they informed me they did; but when I 
received your orders of the 3d of November to advance to this place 
and report to General Zollicoffer not a single gun had been completed. 

The indications of an extensive outbreak in Kast Tennessee at that 
time were so alarming, that I deemed it unsafe to move my command 
through that country wholly unarmed. I therefore made application 
in every direction for guns of any description, to serve me until my 
own should be ready for use. I finally, after much annoyance, suc- 
ceeded in getting from the arsenal at Memphis about 400 flint-lock 
muskets, rifles, and double-barreled shot-guns. With these, imperfect 
aud almost worthless as they were, I advanced to Chattanooga, and 
halted my forces for a few days, for the purpose of dispersing the dif- 
ferent bands of traitors who were gathering in that vicinity. This 
object being accomplished, I moved on to this point. When I reached 
here I found a general feeling of alarm and uneasiness prevailing 
throughout the surrounding country. Information every day reached 
me from all points that recreant Tennesseeans, with a few miscreants 
from other States, were organizing themselves into predatory bands 
in the counties of Blount, Sevier, Cocke, Hancock, Scott, Campbell, 
and other counties bordering on the North Carolina and Kentucky 
line. I immediately sent out scouting parties of cavalry, together 
with such small detachments of infantry as I could arm, to protect 
and assist the loyal citizens of these counties in driving these base 
ingrates from their midst. These various parties have succeeded in 
arresting many of the rebellious and disaffected, and bringing them 
to this place for trial. Out of the number thus arrested I have sent 
and will send about 100, as prisoners of war, to Tuscaloosa. I have 
for some days past been receiving infcrmation, from sources entitled 
to much credit, that a considerable force of the enemy were threaten- 
ing a descent from the Kentucky border upon the counties of Campbell 
aS Scott, by way of a small pass in the mountains above Cumberland 

ap. 
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To-day Iam in receipt of information, which apparently admits of 
no doubt, that a body of the enemy, some 500 strong, had attacked the 
town of Huntsville, and captured a company of cavalry stationed at 
that place. Other less reliable reports place the number of the enemy 
at 2,000. I have therefore made arrangements to dispatch Colonel 
White there with all the armed force I can command, with orders to 
attack them if not too strong, and if the numbers are too great to fall 
back until I can re-enforce him. The country abounds in mountain 
passes and ravines, and a position well selected can be easily held 
against largely superior numbers. This movement will not delay the 
prompt execution of your order, as the place mentioned is near my line 
of march to join General Zollicoffer. During the time I have been here 
I have continued my exertions to procure arms from every source where 
they were likely to be obtained, though almost entirely without success. 
A few days ago I dispatched one of my officers to General Johnston, 
at Bowling Green, with a statement of my condition, and an urgent 
appeal for arms of some description, if he should have any at his dis- 
posal; but he dispatches me that none are to be had. I have also sent 
a competent armory officer to Memphis upon a similar mission. Irom 
him I learn that 500 of my rifles will be ready by Monday next. These 
will be forwarded immediately. He further informs me that the re- 
mainder will soon be repaired and sent on, as they are being pushed 
forward as rapidly as possible. Two hundred of those left at Nashville 
were sent me some days ago, but so imperfectly repaired as to be wholly 
unfit for use, as you will see from the inclosed report from the ordnance 
officer at this place. The repairs on these I am having completed here, 
and will have them finished as soon as possible. 

I have here now three regiments fully organized and another in pro- 
cess of formation, besides seven companies of cavalry, amounting in 
all to about 4,000 men, who could be brought immediately into the field 
if I could only supply them with arms. Out of my entire force I could 
not muster more than 300 men efficiently armed. A few hundred more 
have old hunting guns, but they are of little or no service in their pres- 
ent condition. I still hope that all my guns will be ready in a very 
short time. I send to Richmond Lieut. Col. E. J. Golladay, one of my 
best-informed and most discreet officers, to represent to you more fully 
the true condition of my command. His suggestions may perhaps be of 
service in shaping the policy proper to pursue in the region of country 
of which I have spoken. 

For a detailed statement of the operations of my command since tak- 
ing the field, together with an account of all the other forces now in Kast 
Tennessee, I beg to call your attention to my report made to Maj. Gen. 
G. B. Crittenden on the 9th instant, and by him forwarded to the oftice 
of the Adjutant and Inspector General. Colonel Golladay can also give 
you much valuable information of the strength, condition, &c., of the 
different commands in this portion of the State, together with the state 
of public feeling and real condition of the country here. 

I have the honor to be, yours, respectfully, 
WM. H. CARROLL, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 





KNOXVILLE, December 13, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. CARROLL: 
Str: I have to report that the rifles, about 200 in number, which 
were left with me to have the bayonets attached are unfit for duty, for 
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the following reasons: They are different size bore, which renders it 
impossible to get ammunition suitable. Many of the locks are in bad 
order; some entirely worthless; some without rammers, and none of 
them fit for use. The springs upon the bayonets are worthless, being 
made of iron, when they ought to be steel. They will have to be almost 
entirely refitted. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. WARREN, 
Ordnance Officer. 


PRESTONBURG, Ky., December 13, 1861. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Bowling Green: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report to you that I have arrived at 
this place, now some days since, and have encamped in this vicinity 
with the small command under my charge. I stated in my first letter 
to you that it was the design of the Department of War, in giving me 
this command, that it should be a separate command, subject only to 
your own orders, and that I was instructed to report to you for instruc- 
tions. Subsequently I received from Major-General Crittenden a brief 
notification that he assumed command of these forces, &e. I applied 
through a friend to the Department to know if the understanding with 
me was so soon set aside, and I learn in reply that— 

It was not the instruction of the Department to assign your (my) district to the com- 
mand of Major-General Crittenden. You (1) were to report to Gencral A. S. Johnston, 
to be subject to his orders, and to the orders of no other general, unless they came through 
or froin him. * * * You are to obey no orders from any other officer of superior 
rank except Johnston, unless first notified by the Department of your being put under 
his command. Iam informed by Mr. Benjamin that the appointment of Major-General 
Crittenden was not intended to interfere with your sphere of duty or efficiency in ac- 
complishing your object. It is the wish of the Department that you (1) should 
strengthen your coluinn to the utmost of your ability, &c. 

The foregoing extracts are from a letter to me written by Hon. A. IT. 
Stephens, Vice-President, as the result of his conversations with the 
Secretary of War touching my position here and the conditions under 
which I was placed here. I may as well reinark here, general, that had 
I been offered a commission of brigadier in a column of Major-General 
Crittenden I should not have accepted it; and my entry was upon the 
basis that I was to have the conduct of a column subject to your orders, 
which subalternship was perfectly agreeable to me. 

I hope with this frank explanation that it will be agreeable to you to 
permit me to increase the capacity of this column to the utmost of my 
ability, assured that it will always afford me satisfaction to co-operate 
with Major-General Crittenden, or any other officer having charge of 
the public interest, in promoting the welfare of the service. 

I received, through Major-General Crittenden, your telegram asking 
for all the men [ could spare without stripping the command to its ruin, 
and I placed the Fifty-sixth Virginia Regiment at the discretion of 
General Crittenden, though in extreme risk of ruining the command, 
whether it is actually employed or not, and to the utter prevention of 
any large enterprise on my part. I have now only about 1,250 men 
_ with me. Moore’s regiment has not yet passed Clinch River, and it is 
said will not unless the men are first paid. I think it is a great pity 
that I have not streugth enough to penetrate to Mount Sterling and 
hold it. It would at once call off from your line a much larger number 
of men thanI employ. If you can let Colonel Stuart’s regiment return I 
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will be much obliged to you for it, and also for any other regiments you 
can spare to aid me in developing this column. 


I am, truly, &c., ee SiGe 
° av 
Brigadier-General, C. 8. Army. 


eae et emcee) 


KNOXVILLE, TENN., December 13, i861. 
Hon. J. P. BENgAMIN, Secretary of War: 


DEAR Sir: My letter to you of the 3d instant was hastily and incon- 
siderately written, and I regret the strong and intemperate language 
used; and inasmuch as no exceptions, except the most mild and gentle- 
manly terms, have been taken to that letter, I feel myself under the — 
more obligations to make an apology. 

I have been peculiarly situated here in East Tennessee. My fight 
with the Lineolnites for the last eight months has been as severe a 
conflict as any this war will record. I have not only held possession 
of the East Tennessee and Georgia Road against the will of the Lincoln 
portion of my stockholders, and for along time guarded our bridges 
with troops in our own pay, but I have worked the road all the time 
in the face of this violent and threatening opposition, and never once 
failed to carry through both troops and munitions and provisions 
without delay. Moreover, when the East Tennessee and Virginia com- 
pletely broke down, I did not hesitate to shoulder that responsibility, 
and by superhuman efforts operated it also, to what advantage to the 
Army you are aware. Under all these circumstances, worn down by 
excitement and labor, I am sometimes thrown off my guard. When 
the Hessians burned my bridges, Colonel Myers immediately wrote me 
to know what aid I needed. Not wanting to tax any one with my 
work, I answered promptly, “None cther than to send me funds due 
for work done for the Confederate States.” Colonel Ashe came along; 
I gave him the same answer, and he assured me cur money should be 
paid, and on his arrival at Richmond telegraphed me to send McClung 
immediately for our money. I sent McClung, and was astonished to 
receive by telegraph from him the news that Colonel Myers not only 
repudiated Ashe’s contract with the roads, but it would be days before 
he would be able to send me money. This, in addition to the fact that 
captains, majors, colonels, &c., were ordering our trains in and out, 
hazardiug life and property, and leaving me no control of either road 
or ferries, and then the crder from Richmond to guard Brownlow, the 
prince of bridge-burning Lincolnites, over the mountains in safety, all 
conspired to put out of humor much more even-tempered men than 
myself, The truth is I felt that under such circumstances I would retire 
and let others take my place. So you see I have some excuse for my 
bad letter. 

I regret that I have had hard thoughts towards Colonel Myers, for I 
will say that he has all the time treated me with great kindness and 
courtesy. | 

I will not bore you further. Suffice it to say that I am all right again, 
and at your service in any honorable way my poor abilities can be 
used. 

In two weeks I will have a better bridge than the one destroyed. 


Truly, yours, ©. WALLACE 
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., December 16, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 

Sir: Our force has been augmented to-day by the arrival of 2,000 
sixty-days’ men from Mississippi, under the command of General Kh. 
Davis, making our force about 15,500 effective men. 

The enemy have rebuilt Bacon Creek Bridge, and their trains now 
come to Green River, where a large nuraber of workmen are employed 
in rebuilding the railroad bridge. 

Our pickets are pushed forward to the river. Hindman, with about 
1,200 men, and Terry’s cavalry are at Cave City, covering the collec- 
tion of cattle and forage. The enemy in considerable force occupy the 
north bank of Green River, but show no disposition to cross yet. They 
will, I think, await the completion of the bridge. They are also con- 
centrating at Greensburg and Columbia. Terry’s scouts yesterday, 
near Munford ville, captured 3 men of the enemy’s pickets, wounding 
2 severely. 

Governor Harris was here yesterday. He informed me that there 
are now organized in the vicinity of Nashville about seven regiments 
ready to take the field, but some delay will occur in arming them, on 
account of the condition of the arms which have been collected i in the 
country. I will send him all the gunsmiths I can find in our ranks. 

I desire to know if the Government will pay $8,000 per month for a 
continuation of leaders in two influential journals at Louisville oppos- 
ing the emancipation of slaves. It is suggested that this arrangement 
may be accomplished. It may be worth the trial. Answer yes or no 
by telegram. I keep no copy of this. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. 8. JOHN STON, 
General, C. 8. Army. 





Hpaqrs. First DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., December 16, 1861. 
[General PoLK?]: 

GENERAL: In compliance with your instructions to report the 
knowledge I possess of troops lying in the country to our rear I report 
as follows: 

Three companies of cavalry, commanded by Major Clinton, Grenada, 
Miss.; Captain Stock’s company of cavalry, Paris, Tenn.; Captain 
Clay’s company of cavalry, ordered by me to Union City, Tenn.; Cap- 
tain Robertson’s company of cavalry, in Brownsville; three thousand 
infantry at Grenada, Miss., reported to me as armed and equipped ; 
several thousand in North Alabama. General Samuel D. Weakley, the 
mustering officer, appointed by myself and approved by General John- 
ston, or Colonel Foster, can give the force. His (Weakley’s) address is 
Florence or Tuscumbia, Ala. | 

GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 





KNOXVILLE, December 16, 1861. 
S. CooPpER, Adjutant and Inspector General: 


General Zollicoffer is threatened by a much superior force in front 
and one nearly equal on his left flank. Ie has been ordered by me to 
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recroess the river. He asks for six pieces, 24-pounders or 8-inch how- 
itzers. Colonel Powell’s regiment has been ordered from the railroad 
to join Zollicoffer immediately, and Colonel Leadbetter informed, so 
that he can replace the guard it withdraws. To make General Carroll’s 
brigade effective it is necessary to obtain 800 muskets, which are 
known to be in ordnance office at Memphis. Please order William R. | 
Hunt, ordnance officer at that point, to forward them immediately to 


this place, subject to my order.* 
G. B. CRITTENDEN, 


Major-General. 





HpD@QRS. FIRST DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., December 16, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, | 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: I am directed by the major-general commanding to say that he 
wishes to know what action he shall take with regard to the Branch Bank 
of Kentucky at this place. He has caused a statement of the affairs of 
the bank to be made to him by the cashier, and there is at this time 
in the vaults of the bank, in coin and bank notes, nearly $50,000. The 
State of Kentueky owns one-fourth of the stock of the bank, and to 
that extent, even had the stockholders taken no action, the assets of 
the bank would have been subject to the law applicable to alien ene- 
mies; but the bank itself, as you, perhaps, are aware, [advanced ?| 
85,000,000 to carry on the Lincoln war. The general, under these cir- 
cumstances, desires instructions from the Department, and would be 
pleased to have them by telegraph. 

By command of Major-General Polk: 

W. B. RICHMOND, 
Aide-de-Camp, C. S. Army. 





MONTGOMERY, December 16, 1861. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 

General A.S. Johnston has made requisition on Alabama for troops, 
which can be armed with rifles or shot-guns. State arms exhausted. 
Our people won’t give up private arms without compensation, which 
we have no authority to make. Will Confederate Government make 


such compensation? How and when paid? 
JNO. GILL SHORTER. 





RICHMOND, VA., December 16, 1861. 
Governor SHORTER, Jfontgomery, Ala.: 

This Government will pay for all small-arms, rifles, and shot-guns 
that may be brought into service at fair valuations, made by our ord- 
nance officers, on the delivery of the arms or on the muster of the troops 
into service for the war. We will not pay for arms for twelve-months’ 


men. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


eee 


* So ordered same day. 
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GRENADA, Miss., December 16, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK: 

Whole force, 1,850 infantry, 56 cavalry, mostly armed with double- 
barrel guns, but few cartridge-boxes, haversacks, or knapsacks ; poorly 
supplied with ammunition; some guns out or order, but have a smith. 
One regiment now at Union City. Confederate commissary refuses to 
subsist them; start another regiment with cavalry to-morrow; another 
next day, if I succeed in vetting tents and transportation. Will you 
direct the subsistence of my command at Union City. This must be 
done at once, as the regiment there have no means. 

J. L. ALCORN, 
[Brigadier-General, Army of Mississippi.] 





SPECIAL ea HpqQrs. SucoND Division, C. A. Ky., 
No. 273. Bowling Green, December 17, 1861. 
During the temporary absence of General S. B. Buckner General J. 


C. Breckinridge assumes command of this division. 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Brigadier-General. 





WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, December 17, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. CARROLL, Knoxville, Tenn. : 

Sir: Your letter of the 13th instant, containing an account of the 
difficulties which have hitherto prevented the movement of your bri- 
gade, has been handed to me by Lieutenant-Colonel Golladay. The 
principal difficulty seems to be that your regiments are unarmed, and I 
am unable to discover from your statements that you are much nearer 
a capacity for movement now than you were two months ago. Your 
troops are enlisted but for twelve months, and to such troops. we never 
furnish arms. At least one-fourth of the term of your men has passed 
away, and nearly the entire expenditure of the Government is a dead 
loss up to the present time. It is impossible for us to carry on a war 
at such an enormous expenditure as is involved in receiving twelve- 
months’ men without arms. I will allow you till the 10th of January 
to complete the armament of your regiments, and at that date I shall 
order all unarmed companies and regiments to be disbanded. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Golladay has inquired of me in relation to obtaining 
arms from this Government, but we give none whatever to any but 
troops enlisted for the war. Tf your men will now enlist for the war 
they will be entitled to receive the bounty of $50 allowed by Congress, 
and I will endeavor to aid in arming them; but, if not, all that are 
unarmed must be disbanded on the 10th of J anuary. 


Your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Knoxville, Tenn., December 17, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
Sir: I received your letter dated the 10th, and would have answered 
it sooner, but have been waiting until I received a statement from 
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Colonel Toole, which came to hand to-day, which I inclose to you. 
Colonel Toole is a gentleman of high standing, and his statement can be 
fully relied upon. It will be seen from his note to me that the conver- 
sation was had with Brownlow on the first Monday of November, and 
that was before the bridges were burned. It also shows that he must 
have had some knowledge of the intention of the enemy to invade 
Tennessee. I also send you a copy of his paper of May 21, with the 
article marked. You will see from reading it that if certain things are 
done he advises that the railroads should be destroyed. I think he 
was the first man in Kast Tennessee that made the suggestion in regard 
to the destruction of the railroads. I also send you the last paper he 
issued, with the article marked. You will see from his editorial that 
he retracts nothing he has said, but indorses all that he heretofore 
had written. I also inclose you the Republican Banner, marked, con- 
taining a letter written after he stopped the publication of his paper. 
You will see from this letter that he has gone to Blount, Sevier, Cocke, 
and Granger Counties, for the purpose of collecting accounts, when in 
point of fact he only went into Blount and Sevier, and there remained 
with the most disloyal citizens until after the bridges were burned, and 
did not return until the rebellion was to a great extent crushed out. 
So far as I have been able to learn his arrest has been approved of by 
the public, and in my opinion it has had a good effect. As an index 
to public sentiment I send you the Knoxville Register, containing ex- 
tracts from other papers about his arrest. I still think (as I stated to 
you in my last letter) that it would be proper that he should be sent to 
Tuscaloosa, but will cheerfully dispose of the case according to your 
own better judgment. You will please return the newspapers when 
you are done with them. 
Yours, truly, ) 
J. C.. RAMSAY, 
C. S. District Attorney 


[Inclosure. ] 


‘MARYVILLE, December 17, 1861. 
General J. C. RAMSAY: 


DEAR Sir: At your request I state that in conversation with William 
G. Brownlow, on the first Monday of November, at the ford of Little 
River, in Blount County, I asked him for the news at Knoxville. He 
remarked that his son John had just returned from Nashville, and that 
the Federals had entire possession of Missouri; that Jeff. Thompson 
was in Memphis; that they (the Federals) would soon have possession 
of Nashville and Clarksville, and Knoxville would be destroyed. The 
above is the purport, and, as well as I now recollect, the language used. 

Your friend, 
JAS. M. TOOLE. 





BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Beech Grove, Ky., December 17, 1861. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


Sir: Your messenger was started back on the 13th instant, via 
Burkesville and Glasgow, with an escort of 60 cavalrymen, directed to 
go to the latter place. He bore a dispatch giving you a list of 33 pris- 
oners I send to Nashville, to be disposed of as General Johnston may 
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direct. I have no advices from Major Wynn, but suppose the steamer 
to arrive at Waitsborough on the 18th will be freighted with stores for 
us. Have sent a large train of wagons and made ample arrangements 
fora guard. Ten of the prisoners captured were taken on the 11th 
instant by an expedition I sent down to Louisville, on the north side of 
the river, and about 30 miles from here. Our party killed 3 others. 
The enemy had posted a small body of men there behind a breastwork 
and with a flag flying, who had annoyed our cavalry across the river 
at Rowena when patrolling in that direction. Louisville is 15 miles 
from Columbia. Our only loss was one man accidentally drowned. 

The river is now low and fordable in many places. There are now 
known to be seven infantry regiments at Somerset. The enemy has 
advanced strong posts to Fishing Creek, and their scouting parties 
approach to within a few miles of our camp. The stage of the river 
and the value of our supply trains render it necessary, in my opinion, to 
keep two regiments on the Mill Springs side of the river. I therefore 
have but four and a half regiments on this bank. Had the reserve of 
Powell’s regiment, Wood’s battalion, and McClung’s battery been sent 
on, as I ordered, I could have advanced. But I can hear nothing offi- 
cial from Knoxville of them. For a day or two past my information 
leads to the suspicion that the enemy contemplate an early attack upon 
this position. 

Very respectfully, 
F. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, December 18, 1861. 


Major-General HARDEE, 
Commanding Central Army of Kentucky: 
GENERAL: General Johnston resumes the immediate military com- 
mand of this army. The administration is devolved on the commanders 


of divisions. 
Please make a return of the troops as they stand to-day. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Notrr.—The formal order will be issued. You will please notify Gen- 
eral Buckner. _ 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bouling Green, December 18, 1861. 


General PoLK, Columbus: | 
Send to this place 5,000 of your best infantry by rail direct. If it 
will facilitate, send a portion by Nashville. Telegraph to Nashville and 


Memphis for transportation. Answer. 
A. S. JOHNSTON. 


| CoLumMBuS, Ky., December —, 1861. 
General JOHNSTON: 

I have barely 12,000 men at this post. I have been working day and 
night to put it in a condition to enable me to hold it against the heavy 
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force now concentrated at Cairo and threatening to attack me in the 
next four days. I have information to that effect just from Cairo 
within the last hour. Iwas on the eve of calling upon you to send me 
3,000 men immediately to ey onge noe to hold my position. It will take 
that to make the position safe. am fully posted as to the strength of 
the enemy. To send the force ordered would be to sacrifice this com- 
mand and to throw open the valley of the Mississippi. Generals Pillow, 
Cheatham, and McCown are all present and unite with me in this opin- 
ion. Answer. | 

: L. POLK. 


BOWLING GREEN, December 19, 1861. 
General POLK: 


Your dispatch received. My order to you isrevoked. Acknowledge. 
A. S. JOHNSTON. 


ee 


C. S. ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Bowling Green, December 19, 1861. 


Lieut. Col. W. W. MACKALL, 
Adjutant-General, Western Department, Bowling Green: 


Sir: In compliance with General Johnston’s verbal orders to deter- 
mine what would be a proper strength for the garrisons of the works 
at this place and report the same to him I have to propose the follow- 
ing for the works, viz: 








Men. Men 
On College Hill....-..---.-------- 1, 000 On Price’s Hillicwsc snes cee sees aoe EO 
On Baker’s Hill .-........----- ---- 700 | On Buckner’s Hill...-.-..----.----- 100 
On Webb’s Hill ............------- 300 | On Mill ssocen cass tnbaweus 75 
On Vinegar Hill......-...---.----- 150 | For a reserve .....--.----------+-- 1, 475 
On Grider’s Hill.....-.--.--.------ 75 
On Underwood’s Hill...... -------- 75 Making a total of......--.---- 4, 000 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. GILMER, 
Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 





KNOXVILLE, December 19, 1861. 
S. Cooper, Adjutant and Inspector-General : 

On inspecting the arms of White’s regiment of Carroll’s brigade, 
preparatory to its marching, more than half were found wholly unserv- 
jceable and most of the remainder unfit for service. This was the 
first regiment ordered forward, and consequently cannot go. 

G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General. 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Knoxville, Tenn., December 19, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
Sir: Since I last wrote you I have received a letter from J. G. 
Wallace, esq., of Blount County, in regard to Brownlow’s recent trip. 
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I consider the letter of importance, and have thought it proper to send 
it to you. Mr. Wallace is a gentleman of high standing, and his state- 
ments can be fully relied upon. 
Yours, truly, 
J. C. RAMSAY, 
C. S. District Attorney. 


(Inclosure. } 


MARYVILLE, December 18, 1861. 
General J. C. RAMSAY: 


DEAR Sir: I take occasion now to answer the inquiries contained in 
your letter of the 14th instant. 

After Brownlow came to this county we availed ourselves of every 
opportunity to find out about his sayings and doings, but he so 
eovered over his trail that we have been able to ascertain but little 
concerning him. On the first Monday of November, the Monday 
immediately preceding the bridge-burning, some 300 to 500 persons 
were in town, most all of whom were Unicn men. It was the day 
of our quorum county court, at which not more than a score or two of 
persons usually attend. We did not understand the occasion of so 
many persons, and especially Union men, assembling, and at first sup- 
posed they had mistaken the day Baxter was to speak, and had come 
to hear him. Upon making inquiry, we found that that was not the 
case; that they knew he was to speak the next day, and, furthermore, 
we learned for the first time that they were not going to vote for 
Baxter, but still we could not ascertain on what business or for what 
purpose they had all come to town. 

About 11 o’cloeck Brownlow and old Parson Cummings came in and 
put up at Rev. Mr. Dowell’s. Immediately after their arrival there 
was a general going to see them at Dowell’s by the Unionites. Cau- 
cuses and private conferences were the order of that day and night. 
We could learn nothing that Brownlow was saying. His companion 
(Cummings), however, in the course of the day told a friend of his, a 
Union man and a brother in the church, that the Federal Army would 
be at Knoxville the last of that week; that Brownlow had left Knox- 
ville until its arrival, and that as soon as the Army reached there he 
was going back and resume the publication of his paper. He assured 
his friend that this might be relied on; that he had received it from a 
reliable source, and there was no doubt of it. Whatever might have 
been the occasion of the assemblage, we discovered very clearly that 
there was something going on that pleased the Union men exceedingly. 
They seemed in very good spirits, and more confident and defiant than 
they had been for months. 

The next morning the news was brought to town—at least we Southern 
men heard it then for the first time—that the Federal Army was at 
Jamestown, 12,000 strong, and coming on to Knoxville. About 10 
o'clock that morning Brownlow and Cummings and a man by the name 
of Mainis left town forthe mountains. They went that night to Sunider’s, 
in Tuckaleeche Cove. The next day they went into Weir’s Cove, in 
Sevier County. There they parted, Brownlow remaining in the cove, 
and Cummings and Mainis going over toward Waldron’s Creek. On 
that day Mainis told a man by the name of Waters substantially the — 
saine thing Cummings had told Jennings. I have no doubt they told 
the same thing to many others, but we have tried them long enough in 
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similar cases to knotv that the Union men will give no evidence against 
each other, and especially against their leaders. 

On the Monday morning after the bridges were burned the news was 
circulated in our town. Shortly thereafter Dowell, at whose house 
Brownlow had staid, left for the coves, and the next day or the day 
after Mainis, who in the mean time had returned, left also. He after- 
ward sent back after his family, and has never returned. One remark- 
able fact and coincidence is that very many of those who were in town 
the day Brownlow was here were engaged in the raid to Sevier County 
on the Monday and Tuesday after the burning of the bridges. 

Another circumstance I will mention. On the Monday morning the 
news was circulating in town of the bridges being burned a Mr. Sesler, a 
respectable citizen of the place, was telling the news in his family. A 
servant girl, a white woman, living in his family, instantly remarked, 
‘‘La me! Phebe Smith told me at the spring last Wednesday that the 
bridges were to be burned Friday night, but I didn’t believe it.” Upon 
inquiry of Mr. Sesler she related the following facts: She was at the 
spring on the Wednesday before the bridges were burned. There she 
met Phoebe Smith, a white servant girl living in Mr. Dowell’s tamily. 
Phoebe remarked, “They were all going to the mountains shortly.” 
'“ Whatfor?” “The Northern Army is coming.” ‘How do you know 2” 
“Mr. Brownlow and Mr. Cummings and some other gentlemen were at 
our house the other day, and Mr. Dowell had some papers in his hand, 
and asked me to go out of the room. I went out, and they locked the 
door. I went back and put my ear to the key-hole, and heard Mr. 
Dowell reading something about the Federal Army coming and about 
the bridges going to be burned Friday night.” 

Mr. Sesler came back up in town and very foolishly made these facts 
public. In a short time Dowell came down the street and gave notice 
that the girl Phoebe Smith denied having made any such statement, 
and in an hour or two Dowell left town, as before stated. The girl 
Phoebe has since been seen and talked to on the subject. She continues 
to deny the truth of the statement of the girl at Sesler’s, the latter, 
however, still asserting most positively that they did have such a con- 
versation. ‘The characters of the two girls are equally good. They are 
both obscure, and nothing much ever having been known or said about 
either, neither one of them, I presume, could be impeached. Whether 
there is truth in the statement itis not necessary for me to express an 
opinion. It is very difficult to imagine how an ignorant servant girl 
could instantly manufacture such a tale, and make, as it were, a spon- 
taneous expression of it upon hearing the news Sesler was telling, while 
we might imagine how the other girl could be procured or induced to 
ake a denial of it. I believe that the sentiment of our community is 
that the girl at Sesler’s tells the facts as they occurred. The matter is 
in just such a fix that no legal evidence ean be made of it, as I doubt 
not but that Dowell’s girl will deny it upon oath. 

This is about all the information I can give you on the subjects of 
your inquiries. We have tried to get facts out of the Union men, but 
they will not divulge, and I do not believe they would tell anything 
prejudicial to Brownlow on oath. They seem to understand the object 
of all inquiries addressed to them, and they also seem determined to 
screen their leaders. 

Very respectfully, 
- JESSE G. WALLACE. 
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HEADQUARTERS CARROLL’S BRIGADE, 
Knoxville, Tenn., December 19, 1861. 


Hon. D. M. CURRIN, Richmond, Va.: 


DEAR Sir: I regret to trouble you with this communication, but 
feel myself called upon to do so by a sense of duty both to the Confed. 
erate Government and to the people of East Tennessee. It might, 
perhaps, have been more properly done by some one higher in authority 
than myself. At the instance, however, of a number of leading citizens, 
together with many officers of the Army, I have concluded to under- 
take the task of laying truthfully before some one connected with the 
administration of the Government a fair and truthful statement of the 
present unhappy condition of affairs in this portion of the State, believ- 
ing as I do that when laid properly before the heads of the Government 
it will induce a thorough and most salutary change in the policy now 
being pursued in reference to that deluded portion of our people who 
have heretofore been unfriendly to the present revolution. 

There are some very important facts connected with the recent polit- 
ical history of East Tennessee which apparently have not yet come to 
the knowledge of the Government or have been entirely overlooked, 
while others of less importance have been greatly exaggerated. ‘To 
these I beg to call your attention. In the beginning of the present 
contest between the North and South the attitude assumed by Last 
Tennessee was a very doubtful one, and it was deemed best by those 
fully acquainted with the temper and sentiment of the people to pursue 
a conciliatory policy towards them. Mr. Davis himself, I believe, 
adopted this view of the case, and for a time pursued the mild course 
thus indicated. The result was a very great change in the public mind 
touching questions at issue between the Northern and Southern Gov- 
ernments. 

In September Major-General Polk sent General W. H. Carroll here 
for the purpose of endeavoring to bring the people over to the support 
of the Confederate Government and to enlist one or more regiments 
for the Army. General Carroll succeeded beyond his expectations, 
raising and organizing in a very short time a full regiment—coming, 
too, mostly from those counties where in June the heaviest vote had 
been polled against the separation of Tennessee from the I*ederal Gov- 
ernment. Subsequently about thirty companies more have reported and 
joined his command from the same section, and composed principally of 
the same class of people; so that now we have in all nearly 10,000 [?| 
effective soldiers in the field that in June were almost unanimous in 
opposition to us. This gratifying result 1 am satisfied is attributable 
almost entirely to the liberal and conciliatory policy of which I have 
spoken; but notwithstanding this large accession to our Army, and 
the still greater number who had been converted from enemies into 
friends and allies, there were still left a few leading miscreants and a 
handful of ignorant and deluded followers, who were wicked enough 
for the commission of any crime, however detestable. By these, and 
these alone, were the bridges burned and other depredations com- 
mitted, while the mass of the people were entirely ignorant of their 
designs and utterly opposed to any such wickedness and folly. The 
numbers engaged in these outrages have, I know, been greatly over- 
estimated, as facts have been developed in the investigations that have 
been made by the court-martial now in session at this place, which 
satisfy me beyond doubt that there were not, at the time the bridges 
were burned, 500 men in all East Tennessee who knew anything of it, 
or who contemplated any organized opposition to the Government. 


1718 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND 8. W. VA. [Cuar. XVII 


The excitement arising from this circumstance created more alarm 
among the Union men than among those who were loyal to the South, 
for they very justly supposed that it would be a signal for the advance 
of a large Southern army in their midst, and in the first paroxysm of 
fear which these apprehensions induced hundreds fled hastily from 
their homes, some taking refuge in the mountains and others going 
into Kentucky. Colonels Leadbetter and Vance moved their com- 
inands into that portion of the State bordering on the Virginia and 
Kentucky line, while General Carroll and Colonel Wood moved from 
the west in the direction of Chattanooga and Knoxville. Scouting 
parties were sent out in every direction, who arrested hundreds sus- 
pected of disloyalty, and incarcerated them in prison, until almost 
every jail in the eastern end of the State was filled with poor, ignorant, 
and for the most part harmless men, who had been guilty of no crime 
save that of lending a too credulous ear to the corrupt demagogues 
whose counsels have led them astray. Among those thus captured were 
a number of bridge-burners. These latter were tried and promptly 
executed. 

The rigorous measures adopted by the military commanders here 
struck still greater terror into those who had before been Union men, 
and to avoid arrest and, as they thought, subsequent punishment, 
concealed themselves, thus giving the semblance of guilt to actions 
innocent in fact, and entirely natural under the circumstances which 
surrounded them. About 400 of the poor victims of designing leaders 
have been sent to Tuscaloosa as prisoners of war, leaving in many 
instanees their families in a helpless and destitute condition. The 
ereatest distress prevails throughout the entire country in conse- 
quence of the various arrests that have been made, together with the 
facts that the horses and the other property of the parties that have 
been arrested have been seized by the soldiers, and in many cases 
appropriated to personal uses or wantonly destroyed. 

Old political animosities and private grudges have been revived, and 
bad men among our friends are availing themselves of the opportunity 
afforded them by bringing Southern men to hunt down with the ferocity 
of bloodhounds all those against whom they entertain any feeling of 
dislike. The officers in command here have used every effort to re- 
strain the soldiery from all acts of lawless violence. The scattered 
and distracted nature of the service in a great measure neutralizes 
their efforts. My position in the Army enables me to speak advisedly 
of these things, and I venture to say that if assurances of safety were 
given to those persons who have fled from their homes under appre- 
hensions of danger they would return and be good and loyal citizens. 
The wretched condition of these unfortunate people appeals to the 
sympathy and commiseration of every humane man. When in Rich- 
mond a short time since I was present at an interview with the Presi- 
dent, and feel assured that he has no disposition to exercise any unnec- 
essary severity towards these deluded dupes. Those best acquainted 
with affairs here are fully impressed with the belief that if the proper 
course were pursued all East Tennessee could be united in support of 
the Confederate Government. Strong appeals have been made from 
all sections to General Carroll to release those now in prison here and 
the return of those sent to Tuscaloosa; but, under the instructions 
from the Secretary of War, by which he is governed, he does not feel 
at liberty todo so. My first intention was to have addressed this letter 
to the Secretary of War, but on reflection concluded that a representa- 
tion from you would have far more influence; besides, as 1 am an 
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officer in the Army, it would perhaps not be proper for me to make any 
suggestions to Mr. Benjamin unless they should be called for. 

Col. H. R. Austin visits Richmond for the purpose of impressing 
these views upon the President. - Col. Landon C. Haynes will follow 
in a few days for the same purpose. These gentlemen can inform you 
more fully touching the subject of which I have written. I beg you 
to give them every assistance you can in bringing this important 
matter before the President and Secretary of War. 

Respectfully, your friend, 
H. C. YOUNG. 


a 


BOWLING GREEN, December 20, 1861. 
J. P. BENJAMIN: 

The enemy are crossing Green River at many points in overwhelm- 
ing numbers. Their bridges are laid. I cannot meet them with more 
than 10,000 men between Green River and Nashville. Can Floyd be 
sent on here? Answer by telegraph. 

A. 8. JOHNSTON, 


General. 


—— 


RICHMOND, December 20, 1861. 
General JOHNSTON: 

General Floyd’s command will reach vou by Christmas, but there are 
only about 2,500 men left in it. The Southern troops were sent to Gen- 
eral Lee at Charleston, where the enemy are moving with heavy force. 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


re ee 


[HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, | 
Bowling Green, December 20, [1861]. 
Governor HARRIS, Nashville: 
The enemy in overwhelming numbers are crossing Green River. 
Their bridges are now laid or being laid. Every exertion, Governor, to 


get your regiments put into the field is now a necessity. 
| A. S. JOHNSTON, 





General. 
SPECIAL oe Hpers. CENTRAL ARMY KENTUCKY, 
No. 42. Bowling Green, December 20, 1861. 


I. General Davis, Mississippi Volunteers, is hereby assigned to the 
command of the fortifications in and about the town of Bowling Green. 
He will assign garrisons to the several works as follows: 

To College Hill, 1,000 men; Baker’s Hill, 500 men; Webb’s Hill, 250 
men; Underwood’s Hill, one company; works on Vinegar Hill, one com- 
pany each; Buckner’s Hill, two companies; Price’s Hill, one company. 

The remainder of his forces will be held in reserve near Vinegar Hill. 
If he should not at present have a sufficient number of troops to furnish 
the garrisons as above, he will distribute his forces, as near as may be, 
accoi ding to the ratio indicated. Biffle’s cavalry, Captain Graves’ and 
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Captain Eldridge’s batteries are assigned to General Davis’ command. 
General Davis will prosecute to completion the work still unfinished. 

II. Captain Graves is appointed chief of the artillery under the com- 
mand of General Davis. He is charged with the control of all ordnance 
and ordnance stores in the several works in and about this post. He > 
will organize and instruct artillerists from General Davis’ command for 
the efficient service of the artillery in the fortifications. He will hold 
his own battery in reserve, to be placed as occasion may require. He 
will take immediate measures to place ammunition and all necessary 
artillery stores in the above fortifications. 

By order of Major-General Hardee: 

D. G. WHITE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
hichmond, December 20, 1861. 


NATHAN Ross, Esq., Springfield, Tenn.: 


Siz: Your letter of the 18th is received. The Government would 
gladly supply the needed arins if possible, but it is not in our power to 
do so at present; but the Government will pay for all arms furnished 
by troops, upon inspection and valuation by a Government officer, when 
the troops are mustered into service. The Department hopes that your 
efforts in enlisting troops in Kentucky may not. necessarily be impeded 
by this difficulty, and will lend every encouragement in its power to 
promote your success. 

Respectfully, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





KNOXVILLE, December 20, 1861. 
S. COOPER, Adjutant and Inspector-General: 


SIR: Various applications are made to me for torneo as to the 
acceptance of troops (infantry) from East Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
how many regiments of infantry the Government will receive. 

There are here and near here seven independent companies of cavalry 
which have been mustered into service—Captains White’s, McLin’s, 
Gormus’, Brown’s, McLary’s, McKenzie’s, and Brock’s. These are now 
and have been doing service in East Tennessee. Would it not be well 
to organize these into a battalion, and am I to consider them as belong- 
ing to my command. 

On yesterday I inspected the arms of White’s regiment, of Carroll’s 
brigade, which I had ordered to join Zollicoffer, and found its arms in 
such condition that I could not let it go. The men had some old flint- 
lock muskets, some squirrel rifles with saber-bayonets and some with- 
out, and some shot-guns, almost all out of fix and wholly unfit for 
service. I telegraphed you to this effect. This regiment of the brigade 
I had ordered to move first. Colonel Powell’s regiment, of Zollicotfer’s 
brigade, goes forward to-morrow. General Zollicotter has not been 
heard from for the past three days. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., December 21, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: The movements of the enemy indicate the design to turn my 
right by the turnpike road from Glasgow, through Scottsville to Gallatin 
and Nashville. They are concentrating in great force at Munfordville, 
on Green River, and at Columbia are rapidly increasing the number of 
their regiments. 

Breckinridge’s brigade, of Buckner’s division, stationed on the rail- 
road towards Munfordville, at Oakland, and Dripping Springs, will 
march to-morrow (22d) through Rocky Hill Village to Skegg’s Creek, 
where the Glasgow road to Nashville crosses it, 23 miles. 

General Buckner will also to-morrow march with the remainder of 
his division to the crossing of the Great Barren River, and take a posi- 
tion on the west side of the bridge, 74 miles southwest of Skegg’s Creek, 
passing en route through Rocky Hill Village (33 miles from this place 
to Skegg’s Creek). , 

Major-General Hardee will march to-morrow with one of his brigades 
to the Great Barren River Bridge, leaving here on the route on the 
west side of the Great Barren River and passing through Scottsville 
(35 miles from this place to the bridge). 

These movements will be completed in less than two days. 

General Hindman’s brigade, of Hardee’s division, will continue to 
occupy his present position at Cave City until obliged by the superior 
force of the enemy to retire; he will then march through Rocky Hill 
Village to unite his brigade with the division. Rocky Hill is 18 miles 
from Cave City, which is 9 miles from Munfordville. 

The Texas cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Harrison (Colonel Lub- 
bock is ill with typhoid fever at Nashville), and Phifer’s battalion of 
cavalry cover Hindman’s front. 

Helm’s regiment of cavalry keeps the country under observation to- 
wards Columbia from Glasgow. 

Our forces of all arms, when concentrated on the Glasgow and Nash- 
ville turnpike road, will make an aggregate of 11,200 men. 

The garrison I shall leave here is 4,160 men, composed of the Missis- 
sippi sixty days’ men and one of Hardee’s brigades, under the com- 
mand of Maj. Gen. R. Davis. 

The day after to-morrow (23d) two Tennessee regiments from Camp 
Trousdale will re-enforce the garrison of this place, and on the 24th 
another is promised. These troops are uninstructed, but can be soon 
prepared for service. 

The weather has been very fine for some weeks and the roads of 
every kind are excellent. I think a change is about to take place. It 
is now cold and cloudy, and snow and rain we hope will soon make the 
country roads very difficult to travel over, which would be greatly to our 
advantage. A slight rise of the Barren River would. make the line of 
the Barren one of great strength. 

I have made every effort to gain time to strengthen our defenses here 
and increase my force; in a few days more my force may be materially 
increased by the arrival of General Floyd’s command and from other 
sources. 

The enemy threaten an immediate move on Hopkinsville from Cal- 
houa, on Green River, on the road from Owensborough to Hopkinsville; 
_our force there is insufficient, but General Clark can, if beaten at Hop- 
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kinsville, retire to Clarksville, where defensive works are being con- 
structed. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, December 21, 1861. 
Major-General HARDEE, Commanding: 

General Johnston directs you to move Brigadier-General Breckin- 
ridge’s brigade to-day through Rocky Hill Village (10 miles east of 
Rocky Hill Station) to Skegg’s Creek, and post it on the Scottsville and 
Glasgow road, on the Scottsville side of the creek, 7§ miles from the 
bridge over the Barren. 

Send General Buckner with the rest of his division through Rocky 
Hill Village by the point where the Scottsville and Glasgow road crosses 
Skege’s Creek, and thence to the bridge on the Barren, on the road 
where he will take post. 

Order General Hindman, if forced to retire by superior forces, to re- 
treat through Rocky Hill Village, where the Glasgow and Scottsville 
road crosses Skegg’s Creek. Order him (Hindman) to send pickets at 
once in front of Brownsville, to relieve General Breckinridge’s pickets, 
and order General Breckinridge not to relieve his pickets in front of 
Brownsville till they are replaced by Hindman. 

Notify Hindman of the new position taken by Breckinridge and Buck- 
ner. Major-General Hardee will march with Claiborne’s [Cleburne?] 
brigade to the crossing of the Scottsville and Glasgow pike over the 
Barren. The route will be by the Drake’s Creek Bridge direct to 
Scottsville, 

The movement of Generals Hardee and Buckner will take place at 
daylight to-morrow. 

By command of General Johnston: 

W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





HEADQUARTERS MISSISSIPPI BRIGADE, 
Columbus, Ky., December 21, 1861. 


Maj. GEORGE WILLIAMSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Columbus, Ky.: 

Str: On or about the 1st instant Brig. Gen. G. J. Pillow, C. S. Army, 
then temporarily in command of this department of the Confederate 
Army, dispatched his excellency the Governor of the State of Missis- 
Sippi, urging speedy re-enforcements to be sent from Mississippi in sup- 
port of your position, then supposed to be threatened by an attack from 
the enemy gathering in force at Cairo and Paducah. Mississippi had 
already sent to the battle-field 25,000 of her brave sons, mostly armed 
and equipped by herself. She was but a few days since promptly re- 
sponding to a call of General A. 8. Johnston upon her for an additional 
2,000 twelve-months’ volunteers, to be armed by the Confederate Gov- 
ernment. These troops were being disbanded by order of General 
Johnston, for want of arms, at the very moment the intelligence here 
referred to was received. 
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The intelligence of the call was promptly communicated by the Gov- 
ernor to the Legislature, then in session, when that authority as promptly 
made an appropriation of $500,000 in money, and authorized the Gov- 
ernor, with the means provided, to call 10,000 volunteers to the field, 
bringing with them their own arms, their own blankets and cooking 
utensils, for a service of sixty days. The same act authorized the Gov- 
ernor to appoint generals to command the forces thus called out. 

The military board of Mississippi, then sitting, ordered the troops to 
rendezvous at Grenada and at Corinth, Miss. ‘Those rendezvousing at 
Corinth were placed by the Governor under the command of General 
Reuben Davis; those at Grenada under the command of the under- 
signed. I had organized three regiments, numbered by me First, 
Second, and Third, when I was ordered to report to you at Union City 
and subsequently at this place. I am now here in obedience to that 
order. I have with me the three regiments mentioned, the First under 
the command of Colonel Percy, the Second under command of Colonel 
Bartlett, and the Third under command of Colonel Rozell. I have, in 
addition, a company of mounted men, commanded by Capt. C. McLaw- 
ner; also two other companies of infantry; and expect the arrival 
within the next five days of volunteers in numbers sufficient to organize 
a fourth regiment of infantry. — 

My command is mostly armed with double-barrel sporting pieces of 
a good class. I have ammunition for two-thirds of the command, and 
expect soon to be supplied. Shall ask a small requisition of ammuni- 
tion and a few tents from the Confederate Government, but ask it only 
as a loan, to be replaced within a few days. I shall endeavor to ask 
nothing of the Confederate Government but subsistence for my troops, 
hospitals for my sick, lumber to protect my men from the chilling earth, 
and the privilege of fighting as a Mississippi brigade with its general 
officer, who shall, with the command, be subject alone to the orders of 
the major-general commanding. I havea brigade quartermaster (Capt. 
R. W. T. Daniel), who will make requisitions, signed by myself, for the 
wants of the command, and endeavor so to keep his accounts as to avoid 
complication. The troops will be paid by the State of Mississippi, the 
accounts being left for future adjustment between the Confederate Gov- 
ernment and the State. 

I have on hand a supply of subsistence stores, which, with your per- 
mission, I will order turned over to the Confederate Government, and 
draw my supplies as other troops. My brigade surgeon, Major Comp- 
ton, 1s well supplied with drugs, but should he require any requisitions 
of the medical director of this post we will account for the same. 

I refer you to the certified report of my adjutant, Maj. J. N. Davis 
(now being prepared), for the strength of my command, its officers, &c. 

Awaiting your orders, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. L. ALCORN, 
Brigadier-General, Army of Mississippi. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
fichmond, December 22, 1861. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letters of the 
4th, 8th, and 16th instant. 
1st. In relation to the horses of the artillery company of Captain 
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Harper: By law the horses of artillery companies are paid for by the 
Government. No allowance is made for their use and risk, as in the 
case of cavalry. These horses are therefore to be paid for as ordered by 
you, and they thus become the property of the Government. This pay- 
ment is to be made to those who furnished them, as borne on the mus- 
ter rolls, according to the valuation. The amount paid by the Governor 
of Mississippi will form the subject of settlement between that State 
and the General Government, although in strictness the payment, hav- 
ing been erroneously made by the Governor, does not constitute a legal 
claim against the Confederacy. | 

2a. The sum of $5,000 has been placed to your credit in Nashville 
for secret-service money, as requested in your letter of the 8th instant. 

3d. I shall to-morrow order you a further remittance of $16,000 for 
secret service. You will thus have it in your power to make the 
arrangements you suggest about having leading articles inserted in 
certain influential journals. Of the propriety of making this expendi- 
ture I leave you to judge at your discretion. I know you will use the 
money to the best of your judgment for the public service, and I will 
not undertake to advise you at this distance, confident as I am that 
your own judgment is much more likely to be correct than any that 
I could form. 

I have been very much puzzled by a dispatch received from you on 
the 20th instant in these words: 


The enemy are crossing Green River at many points in overwhelming numbers. 
Their bridges are laid. I cannot mect them with more than 10,000 men between 
Green River and Nashville. Can Floyd be sent on here? 


I contented myself with responding by telegraph that Floyd would 
be with you by the 25th, but I cannot for my life understand the state- 
ment about your force. Your letter of the 16th announced your effective 
force to be 15,500. Your return to the Adjutant-General, dated the 
12th, I think (I have not the paper before me), stated your forces under 
Hardee, Buckner, Clark, and others, not including any of Polk’s or 
Zollicoffer’s command, at about 17,000 present, and this was prior to 
the arrival of the Mississippians under General R. Davis. There must 
surely be an error in the dispatch, but it has made me very uneasy, and 
the President and General Cooper are equally at a loss to make out how 
the matter stands. : 

Zollicoffer reports himself in almost undisputed possession of the 
banks of the Cumberland from the fork near Somerset all the way down 
to the Tennessee line and seems able to guard your right flank, so that 
your front alone appears to be seriously threatened, and I have hoped 
that you had sufficient force in your intrenched line to defy almost any 
front attack. 

I have not, unfortunately, another musket to send you. We have 
an immensely valuable cargo of arms and powder in Nassau, blockaded 
there by a Yankee gunboat, that I am trying to get out, but if we suc- 
ceed it will be too late for your present needs, and in the interval we 
must put our trust in our just cause and such means as we have in hand. 
We know that whatever can be done will be done by you, and rest con- 
tent. 

Yours, &c., 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
War Department, Richmond, December 22, 1861. 


J. C. Ramsay, Esq., 
C. S. District Attorney, Knoxville : 


Sir: Your letters of the 17th and 19th instant have been received. 
In relation to Brownlow’s case the facts are simply these: Brownlow, 
being concealed somewhere in the mountains, made application to Gen- | 
eral Crittenden for protection against what he called a military mob or 
military tribunal if he came to Knoxville, professing his willingness to 
undergo a civil trial, 7. ¢., a trial before a civil court, as distinguished 
from court-martial, and, as I understand, General Crittenden promised 
to protect him from any violence and from any trial before a military 
tribunal. | 

In the mean time Mr. Baxter came here and represented that Brown- 
low, who was entirely beyond our power and so concealed that no one 
could get possession of: his person, was willing to leave the country 
and go into exile, to avoid any further trouble in East Tennessee, and 
protiered that Brownlow would come in and deliver himsclf up to be 
conveyed out of East Tennessee if the Government would agree to let 
him do so and to protect him in his exit. If Brownlow had been in 
our hands we might not have accepted this proposition, but deeming it 
better to have him as an open enemy on the other side of the line than 
a Secret enemy within the lines, authority was given to General Crit- 
tenden to assure him of protection across the border if he came into 
Knoxville. It was not in our power, nor that of any one else, to 
prevent his being taken by process of law, and I confess it did not 
occur to me that any attempt would be made to take him out of the 
hands of the military authority. This has been done, however, and it 
is only regretted in one point of view—that is, color is given to the 
suspicion that Brownlow has been entrapped and has given himself up 
under promise of protection which has not been firmly kept. General 
Crittenden feels sensitive on this point and I share his feeling. Better 
that any, the most dangerous enemy, however criminal, should escape, 
than that the honor and good faith of the Government should be 
impugned or even suspected. General Crittenden gave his word only’ 
that Brownlow should not be tried by the court-martial, and I gave’ 
authority to promise him protection if he would surrender, to be con- 
veyed across the border. We have both kept our words as far as was 
in our power, but every one must see that Brownlow would now be 
safe and at large if he had not supposed that his reliance on the prom- 
ises made him would insure his safe departure from East Tennessee. 

Under all the circumstances, therefore, if Brownlow is exposed to 
harm from his arrest, I shall deem the honor of the Government so far 
compromised as to consider it my duty to urge on the President a par- 
don for any offense of which he may be found guilty, and I repeat the: 
expression of my regret that he was prosecuted, however evident may 


be his guilt. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Nashville, Tenn., December 23, 1861. 
Col. W. W. Mackatt, | : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Bowling Green, Ky.: 
Sir: I have the honor to report to the general commanding the 
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departraent the entire loss of my office and store-house, in which were 
all the supplies of equipments, &c., of the ordnance department in this 
city, together with all my papers, books, and vouchers. The cash- 
book and vouchers are saved in a damaged condition trom the safe. 

The fire originated about 3.30 o’clock this morning, but how or 
exactly where I have not yet been able to ascertain. I had a sentinel 
at either door—house fronted on both streets—and a private watch 
inside. The watch inside reports that the first he knew of it the house 
was in flames, shortly after which an explosion occurred of some caps 
and friction primers and case of rockets, showing conclusively to my 
mind that it was the work of an incendiary. Ihave ordered the arrest 
of both sentinels and watch for an investigation. 

The loss is very heavy—between 400 and 600 sets of artillery harness, 
10,000 to 12,000 sets of accouterments and equipments, 300 cavalry 
saddles, 2,000,000 percussion caps, 6,000 friction primers, besides numer- 
ous articles of supplies, which will be enumerated in as accurate detail 
as possible in another report. | 

I have the honor to request that the general appoint a board of 
survey to investigate the case. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. H. WRIGHT, 
First Lieutenant, Artillery and Ordnance. 





BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Beech Grove, Ky., December 23, 1861. 


Lieutenant-Colonel MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


Str: I feel it my duty frankly to say that the failure to receive the 
reserves and supplies I ordered up a month ago, and upon which in 
part the plan of campaign was predicated, has given and is likely to 
give serious embarrassment. I now receive no responses to communi- 
cations addressed to Knoxville connected with the most important 
details. I have five regiments north of the river and two south. The 
streneth of the enemy is unknown, but it is reported by the country 
people to be very large. There are now, I learn, in East Tennessee, 
besides the force at Cumberland Gap, eight full regiments and the 
Georgia battalion, a battery of artillery, and eight cavalry companies. 
I beg respectfully to say that it cannot be that half this force is required 
there. On the other hand, were this column strengthened properly, the 
enemy could not venture to pass London to attack Cumberland Gap. 
We could open the Cumberland and drive the enemy from Somerset 
and Columbia. 

I trouble you with these suggestions, about which I feel the deepest 
concern, because I learn that Major-General Crittenden has gone to 
Richmond. 

Very respectfully, 
F. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
Brigadier-General. 


P. S.—Inclosed I send copies of a general order* and a proclamation 
I have deemed it expedient to print and circulate. 


* Order not found. 
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[Inclosure.] 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Beech Grove, Ky., December 16, 1861. 


To the People of Southeastern Kentucky: 


The brigade I have the honor to command is here for no purpose of 
war upon Kentuckians, but to repel those Northern hordes who, with 
arms in their hands, are attempting the subjugation of a sister Southern 
State. They have closed your rivers, embargoed your railroads, cut off 
your natural and proper markets, left your stock and produce on hand 
almost valueless, and thereby almest destroyed the value of your lands 
and labor. We have come to open again your rivers, to restore the 
ancient markets for your produce, and thereby to return to you the ac- 
customed value of your lands and labor. They have represented us as 
murderers and outlaws. We have come to convince you that we truly 
respect the laws, revere justice, and mean to give security to your per- 
sonal and property rights. They have forced many of you to take up 
arms against us. We come to take you by the hand as heretofore—as 
friends and brothers. Their Government has laid heavy taxes on you 
to carry on this unnatural war, one object of which is openly avowed 
to be to set at liberty your slaves, and the ensuing steps in which will 
be to put arms in their hands and give them political and social equality 
with yourselves. We saw these things in the beginning, and are offering 
our heart’s blood to avert those dreadful evils which we saw the aboli- 
tion leaders had deliberately planned for the South. ‘All men must 
have the ballot or none; all men must have the bullet or none,” said Mr. 
Seward, the present Federal Secretary of State. 

How long will Kentuckians close their eyes to the contemplated ruin 
of their present structure of society? How long will they continue to 
raise their arms against brothers of the South struggling for those 
rights and for that independence common to us all, and which was 
- guaranteed to all by the Constitution of 1787? For many long years 
we remonstrated against the encroachments on the rights and the inse- 
curity to that property thus guaranteed, which these Northern hordes so 
remorselessly inflicted upon us. They became deaf to our remonstran- 
ces, because they believed they had the power and felt in every fiber the 
will to “whip us in.” We have disappointed them. We have broken 
their columns in almost every conflict. We have early acquired a pres- 
tige of success which has stricken terror into the Northern heart. Their 
‘orand armies” have been held in check by comparatively few but stern- 
hearted men, and now they would invoke Kentucky valor to aid them 
in beating down the true sons of the South who have stood the shock, 
and in bringing common ruin upon Kentucky and her kindred people. 
Will you play this unnatural part, Kentuckians? Heaven forbid! The 
memories of the past forbid! The honor of your wives and daughters, 
your past renown, and the fair name of your posterity forbid that you 
should strike for Lincoln and the abolition of slavery against those 
struggling for the rights and independence of your kindred race. 
Strike with us for independence and the preservation of your property, 
and those Northern invaders of your soil will soon be driven across the 


Ohio. 
F. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., December 24, 1861. 


His Excellency JoHn J. PETTUS, 
Governor of Mississippi : 

SIR: On assuming command of this department it was my chief object 
to collect a sufficient force to shield the valley of the Mississippi from 
the enemy and assure its safety. Calls were made by me upon the Gov- 
ernor of Mississippi and other States of the Confederacy for troops, but, 
notwithstanding the patriotic efforts of the Governors, the response has 
not been such as the emergency demands, and in consequence there is 
not now a force at my disposition equal to the exigency of my situa- 
tion. 

It was apprehended by me that the enemy [would] attempt to assail 
the South not only by boats and troops moving down the river, to be 
assembled during the fall and winter, but by columns marching inland, 
threatening Tennessee by endeavoring to burn the defenses at Colum- 
bus. Further observation confirms me in this opinion, but I think the 
means employed for the defense of the river will probably render it 
comparatively secure. 

The enemy will energetically push towards Nashville the heavy masses 
of troops now assembled between Louisville and this place. 

The general position of Bowling Green is good and commanding, but 
the peculiar topography of the place and the length of the line of the 
Barren River as a line of defense, though strong, requires a large force 
to defend it. 

There is no equally defensible position as this place, nor line of defense 
as the Barren River, between the Barren and the Cumberland, at Nash- 
ville, so that this place cannot be abandoned without exposing Tennes- 
see and giving vastly the vantage ground to the enemy. 

It is manifest that the Northern generals appreciate this, and by with- 
drawing their forces from Western Virginia and Eastern Kentucky they 
have managed to add them to the new levies from Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois, and to concentrate a force in front of me variously estimated 
at from 60,000 to 100,000 men and which I believe will number 75,000. 

To maintain my position I have only about 17,000 men in this neigh- 
borhood. It is impossible for me to obtain additions to my strength 
from Columbus. The generals in command of that quarter consider 
that it would imperil that point to diminish their force and open Ten- 
nessee to the enemy. - 

General Zollicoffer cannot join me, as he guards the Cumberland and 
prevents the invasion and possible revolt of East Tennessee. Notwith- 
standing these adverse circumstances, relying upon the firm purpose 
that animates the hearts of my troops to maintain the cause of the coun- 
try, I will not relinquish my position without a battle, and your excel- 
lency can well conceive the momentous importance of my situation. If 
troops are given to me, if the people can be made to feel how much 
suffering and calamity would be avoided by the presence now in my camp 
of 10,000 on 15,000 more brave men, so that I could attack the enemy, 
and not from a disparity of force be compelled to await it, it seems to 
me that the same generous ardor that induced them to embark in the 
great struggle for our independence would give me such success that 
victory would be certain.: I therefore ask that for the coming struggle 
every man should be sent forward. A decisive battle will probably be 
fought on this line, and a company on that day will be more than a 
regiment next year. Ifthe enemy does not attack, the North, embar- 
rassed at home and menaced with war by England, will shrink, foiled, 
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from the conflict, and the freedom of the South will be forever estab- 
lished. If, however, the battle of independence is to be fought here, 
the history of Mississippi and the character of her gallant people com- 
pel me to believe that they would be among the first and staunchest to 
stand by their brethren in arms. 

I have intrusted this letter to the care of the honorable the chief* 
justice of your State, Judge Smith, to deliver, with my request to inform 
your excellency ofall such details as are of importance, and to urge upon 
you the necessity of sending forward to this place every armed man 
that can be spared from Mississippi at the earliest moment. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
fichmond, December 24, 1861. 


Maj. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK, 
Commanding Forces at Columbus, Ky.: 


Sir: The completion of the iron-clad gunboats at Memphis by Mr. 
Shirly is regarded as highly important to the defenses of the Mississippi. 
One of them at Columbus would have enabled you to complete the an- 
nibilation of the enemy. Had I not supposed that every facility for 
obtaining carpenters from the army near Memphis would have been 
extended to the enterprise, [ would not have felt authorized to have 
commenced their construction there, as it was evident that ruinous 
delays must ensue if deprived of obtaining mechanics in this way. These 
vessels will be armed with very heavy guns and will be iron-clad, and 
with such aid as mechanics under your command can afford they may 
be completed, I am assured, in sixty days. May I ask, therefore, that 
you will extend to this Department the necessary aid? The men may 
be furloughed for this special service, and the highest current wages 
will be paid them. 

The Department, to induce the construction of the boats, has to be in 
advance to Mr. Shirly, and the Government may be said to be exclu- 
sively interested in their speedy completion. 

I have also to ask that, if practicable, a guard be assigned to protect 
these vessels. Though Mr. Shirly stands in the light of a contractor, 
he seems to have been guided alone by patriotism and ‘an unselfish 
desire to do all in his power to serve us, and has undertaken to con- 
struct the vessels at our own estimates. 

Unless mechanics can be obtained from the forces under your com- 
mand the completion of these vessels will be a matter of uncertainty, 
and the Government will lose their services and sustain all the pecu- 
niary loss. : 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. R. MALLORY, i 
Secretary of the Navy. 





COLUMBUS, Ky., December 24, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: 


It has been several months since a large portion of this army has 
received any pay, and a number of regiments have never received a 
dollar since entering the service. They are getting very sore under 
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this state of affairs, and I respectfully entreat that the necessary funds 
to pay this army be at once forwarded or placed to my credit at the 
earliest practicable moment. 

L. POLK. 





CoLumBuS, December 24, 1861. 
General JOHNSTON: 
Do you still want support? Answer. | 
L. POLK. 
[DECEMBER 24, 1861.] 
[Lronrmpas POLK:] | 
Yes. Ten thousand or more, if possible, without delay of a day. 
[A. S. JOHNSTON.] 





COLUMBUS, December 24, 1861. 
General JOHNSTON: 


I have resolved to send you Bowen’s command of infantry, about 
5,000 strong, and have to-day issued orders to him to move at once. He 
will divide his force into two parts; one-half will go by wagons to 
Paris, the other half via Union City and Humboldt. I retain his cav- 
alry and two batteries of artillery, and will replace his forces at Ireli- 
ciana by four regiments sixty-days’ men from MississippI. 

I keep the cavalry and artillery because I suppose you do not want 
them. 

L. POLK. 





BOWLING GREEN, December 24, 1861. 
General PoLK, Columbus: 


Order the troops to this place. Send the troops first; send the wagon 
transportation as soon as possible after them. If you can spare artil 
lery, send it. 7 

Ww. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





War DEPARTMENT, C. BS. A., 
Richmond, December 24, 1861. 


Maj. Gen. G. B. CRITTENDEN, Knoxville: 


Sir: Your letter of 20th instant has been received. You are author- 
ized to organize into a battalion the seven companies of cavalry men- 
tioned in your letter, and you are requested to have the muster rolls 
forwarded to this Department, and to recommend proper officers for 
lieutenant-colonel and major of the battalion, and to attach it to your 
command. You are further authorized to receive and muster into the 
Confederate service all the troops that are tendered in East Tennessee 
for the war, as well as all twelve-months’ men that furnish their own 
arms. You are requested to advise the Department of all troops 
received and to forward muster rolls as fast as possible, taking care 
to receive into the service no unarmed twelve-months’ volunteers. 

Your obedient servant, } 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Knoxville, Tenn., December 24, 1861. 


To the ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL C. 5. A., 
Richmond, Va.: 


Sin: Upon a conference with Colonel Leadbetter IT have become 
satisfied that the unorganized companies serving in East Tennessee 
form a part of my command. I have therefore deemed it advisable, 
in anticipation of a reply to the letter I wrote to the Department some 
days since, to order them to rendezvous at Knoxville, Tenn., in order 
that they may be organized. I believe that under existing circum- 
stances the President appoints the field oiticers, &c. Colonel Lead- 
better and I concur in the opinion that in their present unorganized 
and to a great extent irresponsible condition they are doing as much 
harm as good to the service. Therefore their being ordered to rendez- 
vous here will work no injury to the service in any event; that is to say, 
whether they belong to my command or that of Colonel Leadbetter. 

Colonel Powell’s regiment marched to-day for Brigadier-General 
Zollicoffer’s headquarters. Brigadier-General Carroll’s will march 
to-morrow and next day. I myself will leave to-morrow. 

I have been much embarrassed by the difficulty of procuring serv- 
iceable arms and the necessary transportation for General Carroll’s 
brigade. 

I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


o_o 


KNOXVILLE, TENN., December 24, 1861. — 


General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector-General, Richmond: 


Sir: I inclose slip from the Knoxville Register of this date, the sub- 
stance of which has been confirmed to me in conversation by Dr. 
Abernathy. He states that these emissaries were surprised at night, 
and their clothes were captured, consisting of the Regular United 
States uniform. That they are emissaries from Kentucky and the 
enemy cannot be doubted. : 

I am now disposing the troops of my command along the railroad 
throughout, so as to protect the important bridges, and the Depart- 
ment is aware that the number of men is none too great for that 
especial service. In the northern counties—such as Scott, Morgan, 
- and Campbell—disturbances are frequent, and Southern men are much 
exposed. Notwithstanding the favorable aspect of things generally 
in East Tennessee the country is held by a slight tenure, and the 
approach of an enemy would lead to prompt insurrection of an aggra- 
vated character. It should be constantly kept in awe by the presence 
of a respectable force. 

I understand my command to embrace only the railroad line and 
that portion of the country adjacent from which it is or may be threat- 
ened by insurgent bands. 

My headquarters are now at Knoxville. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
D. LEADBETTER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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From Loupon.—Dr. Abernathy, surgeon of the post at Loudon, 
arrived in town last night, and reports that a party of three of Byrd’s 
mén had been seen near that place, and that on Saturday night a party 
of citizens attempted to capture them, but did not succeed. They 
succeeded, however, in getting their guns, bayonets, &ec., which they 
threw away, after firing on the attacking party, to facilitate their flight. 
The citizens returned the fire, but “nobody was hurt on either side.” 
The Lincolnites told a supposed friend that they were off on detailed 
duty, to be ready to burn bridges, &c., aS soon as the grand Union 
Army makes its appearance in East Tennessee, which they say Colonel 
Byrd assured them it would surely do, 50,000 strong, in two weeks at 
furthest, and he bade them tell the Unionists here “to be of good 
cheer, and take the oath as often as required of them.” They also 
state that their party consists of 100 men. Our military authorities 
would do well to look to this matter. 


aad 


. BoWLinG GREEN, December 25, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Sccretary of War: 


Let nothing prevent Floyd’s brigade from coming here immediately. 
A. S. JOHNSTON. 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., December 25, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 

Secretary of War C. 8.: 

Sir: The recent movements of the enemy and the concentration of 
heavy masses of troops indicated an early advance, and the weather, 
which has been unusually fine, resembling the fall rather than winter, | 
rendered it probable that a battle would be fought in this vicinity. 

Information from various sources shows that every effort has been 
made by General Buell to concentrate all his strength for a movement 
upon Tennessee through Central Kentucky, and that not less than 
75,000 men are assembled in front of me, while I have not more than 
17,000 men for active operations. After a careful examination | have 
found the line of the Barren River the only good defensible one between 
Green River and Nashville. Bowling Green from its topography is 
naturally a strong position, and gives command over Central Ken- | 
tucky south of Green River, and has easy communication by railroad 
to Clarksville and by rail and turnpike to Nashville. Its local advan- 
tages for defense are good, though requiring a large force for that pur- 
pose, as it is situated in an amphitheater of some extent. The place 
has been strengthened by good defensive works, requiring about 4,000 
men for their defense and to be supported by a large force. I have as 
a further precaution ordered intrenchments to be thrown up under the 
direction of the chief engineer, Major Gilmer, at Nashville. These ar- 
rangements are such that they perhaps double the efficiency of my force 
for the detense of this line. 

The enemy have recently reconstructed the bridges between Louis- 
ville and Green River, and have thrown forward a strong advance to 
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Woodsonville, with which Terry’s cavalry had a successful encounter 
on the 17th instant, in which we had the misfortune to lose the gallant 
leader of it. Their forces in heavy masses are stationed at Woodson- 
ville, Bacon Creek, Nolin, &c. There is also a corps of about 6,000 
men at Columbia, which is being rapidly re-enforced. There is another 
considerable force at Lebanon, at the terminus of the Louisville Rail- 
road, and another at Somerset. The banks of the Green River from 
Munfordville down are unoccupied, as the country is quite rugged, ex- 
cept by a force under General T. [L.] Crittenden. These dispositions of 
their troops are in accordance with information received from several 
sources, and lead to the belief that a forward movement will very soon 
be made in this direction, but at present I can only conjecture whether 
they will make their attack here or turn my right, or, relying upon 
their superiority of numbers, attempt both at the same time. 

If Floyd’s brigade, from Virginia, and Bowen’s division, en route from 
Columbus, reach here, as I expect, in a few days, they will be compelled 
to attack me here. With my force thus considerably increased I do 
not think they will attempt to turn my position. 

General Hindman, with his brigade of Hardee’s division, is at Bell’s, 
on the railroad and pike, with Swett’s battery. His front is covered 
with the Texas and Arkansas cavalry. Breckinridge, with his brigade 
of Buckner’s division, is at Oakland, 10 miles in rear of Hindman, with 
Morgan’s cavalry in the direction of Brownsville. Helm, with his regi- 
ment of Kentucky cavalry, has been ordered back to Skege’s Creek 
Bridge and the Barren Bridge, on the route from Scottsville to Glas- 
gow. His scouts keep the country under observation towards Wood- 
sonville and Columbia. Should the enemy move in force on this route, 
the bridges across the Barren and other streams towards Glasgow will 
be burned. The remainder of the divisions of Hardee and Buckner, 
and the sixty days’ State troops of Mississippi, recently ariived, under 
the command of Maj. Gen. R. Davis, are stationed here, my whole force 
amounting, aS before remarked, to 17,000 men. A brigade under Gen- 
eral Clark is posted at Hopkinsville to guard against the movements 
of the enemy on Lower Green River, towards Clarksville, and to follow 
their movement should they attempt to co-operate with the movements 
of the enemy in my front. His force should be much greater for these 
purposes. 

The measures adopted at Columbus render that place comparatively 
secure from any immediate attempt of the enemy. The position of Gen- 
eral Zollicoffer on the Cumberland holds in check the meditated inva- 
sion and hoped-for revolt in East Tennessee, but 1 can neither order 
Zollicofter to join me here nor withdraw any more force from Columbus 
without imperiling our communications towards Richmond or endan- 
gering Tennessee and the Mississippi Valley. This 1 have resolved 
not to do, but have chosen, on the contrary, to post my inadequate 
force in such a manner as to hold the enemy in check, guard the fron- 
tier, and hold the Barren till the winter terminates the campaign, or, if 
any fault in their movements is committed or his lines become exposed 
when his force is developed, to attack him as opportunity offers. If 
the campaign closes without any striking success to their arms and 
without any impression on our territory, the North must shrink dis- 
heartened from the contest, and, with embarrassed relations, if not hos- 
tile attitude, towards England, the first great step towards our inde- 
pendence is gained. The contest here must be relinquished for the 
winter by the enemy or a decisive blow soon struck; to make the latter 
is their true policy. 
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Efforts have been incessantly made by me for the last four months— 
to augment my force in the different army corps to an adequate degree 
of strength, but while the Governors of States have seconded my ap- 
peals, the response has been feeble, perhaps because the people did 
not feel or understand the great exigency that exists. I have again to-- 
day urged most earnestly the Governors of Mississippi and Tennessee 
to send me re-enforcements, for a company now is worth a regiment 
next year, and if our force can be increased to one-half of that of the 
enemy the frontier of Tennessee will be safe and shall be successfully 
defended here. 

In conclusion, I would respectfully request that the Government will 
earnestly and zealously aid me in my efforts to procure additional re- 
enforcements by communications addressed to the Governors of Ten- 
nessee and Mississippi and elsewhere, and that every influence should 
be brought to bear to convince them and their gallant people that a 
decisive battle must probably be fought here for the freedom of the 
South, and that every man sent forward here is of importance to the 
Confederacy. 

With great respect, your obedient ene 
8. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. 8. Army. 


ee 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., December 25, 1861. 


His Excellency ISHAM G. HARRIS, 
Governor of Tennessee: 


Sir: The present situation of affairs is such that I deem it necessary 
to call the attention of your excellency to it in connection with the, 
movements which the enemy meditate towards Tennessee. My infor- 
mation continues to convince me that a heavy concentration of force on 
this line has been made to invade Tennessee on the route to Nashville. 

The troops of Western Virginia and Lastern Kentucky have been 
withdrawn and ordered upon the line in my front. These regiments, 
with large re-enforcements from Ohio, Indiana, and other Northwestern 
States, have been assembled, and the estimates from the most reliable 
sources show that General Buell has about 75,000 men, probably more, 
at his disposition, while the effective force here at my command does 
not exceed 17,000 men. In order to render these equal to the duty of 
preserving our frontier and protecting Nashville, I have used every 
precaution, and feel sanguine that by the dispositions of the last few 
mouths they can be made to hold in check double their number. Bowl- 
ing Green, naturally strong, has been well intrenched. Columbus Fort, 
with its garrison and troops on that frout guarding the Mississippi, 
renders the lower valley comparatively secure, and General Zollicofter, 
on the Cumberland, protects East Tennessee from invasion and possible 
revolt, which would destroy our communications between the Missis- 
sippl and Atlantic States and inflict great injury. 

These dispositions will foil the designs of the enemy on East Tennes- 
see and defeat or retard his design to descend the Mississippi this 
winter. The vulnerable point is by the line from Louisville towards 
Nashville, and the Northern generals are evidently aware of it. In 
order to obtain additional strength I ordered Major Gilmer, my chief 
engineer, to go to Nashville and arrange defensive works for its protec- 
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tion, and have provided a sufficient armament. I will endeavor to ren- 
der them unnecessary by defending Nashville here, but a proper fore- 
cast should induce all to join in their immediate construction, and I 
therefore ask you to have them completed or take effective measures 
to furnish the necessary labor for their execution as soon as possible. 
The country between this place and Nashville offers no good defensible 
line, and the works I have ordered should not be neglected. 

Such being the situation of affairs, the enemy will be compelled to 
move against Tennessee by this route or submit to the humiliation of 
closing a campaign without result or impression upon us in this quarter. 

The news from Europe, as well as the dissatisfaction in the North, 
force them to advance now or admit the independence of the Confed- 
eracy virtually established. The disparity of my force is very great, 
and exposes our cause to a hazard that it is most unwise to continue to 
incur. Ten or fifteen thousand additional troops would make me feel 
assured of victory. With this additional force I could avail myself of 
every fault of their movements. Without them, I must be a spectator, 
without power to seize the opportunities. Foreseeing all this, for the 
last four months I have endeavored to obtain additional forces from 
Tennessee and other States, but notwithstanding the efforts of your 
excellency and other governors, the response has been feeble and the 
forces inadequate to the momentous interests involved. 

If the people could be properly impressed with the vast exigency all 
would be safe, the designs of the enemy thwarted, and the Northern 
mind become dispirited and anxious for peace. A company now is worth 
to the South a regiment next year. 

Under these circumstances, I once more invoke your excellency to 
impress upon your people these views and solicit you to forward to me 
here every man at your disposition. If well re-enforced now, Tennes- 
see, the valley of the Mississippi, and the Confederacy is safe. 

Returning to your excellency my sincere thanks for the energetic and 
efficient co-operation which I have received from you and Tennessee 
since I assumed command, [ have the honor to subscribe myself, with 
great respect, your obedient servant, 

A. S. JOHNSTON, 


General, C. S. Army. 


Five thousand men, Bowen’s division, will leave Columbus for this 
place to-day. 


RICHMOND, December 25, 1861. 
Maj. W. R. Hunt, Memphis, Tenn.: 


Arms belonging to the Government cannot be issued to twelve- 
months’ volunteers until the volunteers for the war are first supplied. 
There are war regiments now waiting to be armed, and if there are 
Government arms at Memphis for issue, unarmed war regiments will 
be sent to Tennessee to receive them. This restriction is not intended 
to apply to the arms belonging to the twelve-months’ regiments waiting 
repair or alteration which can be made at the armories; and such was 
the case in respect to General Carroll’s arms, which were sent to Mem- 
phis to be put in order. - 3 2 

S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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RICHMOND, December 26, 1861. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Bowling Green, Ky.: 
Floyd’s brigade started in pare yesterday; rest leaves to-day and to- 


morrow. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, VA., December 26, 1861. 
General LEONIDAS POLK, Columbus, Ky.: 
The funds in the Branch Bank of Kentucky are to be held by you 
subject to the orders of Governor Johnson, of Kentucky.* 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





RICHMOND, VA., December 26, 1861.. 
General LEONIDAS POLK, Columbus: 


I am using every exertion to get the pay forwarded to your army. 
Hope to have it on the way to you to-morrow or next day. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. BS. A,, 
Richmond, December 26, 1861. 


‘General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


Sir: In making provision for the subsistence of the Army in your 
department great difficulties exist, arising from the indisposition of 
many parties in the border States to receive the Treasury notes or bonds 
of the Government in payment for supplies. This is a war for national 
existence, and the Army must be fed, and it is impossible to pay for its 
food otherwise than in our national currency. True friends to our cause 
will nowhere refuse to receive that currency, and our enemies, whom, 
under the laws of war we have a right to lay under contribution, can- 
not, of course, be listened to when they ask that our currency be sold 
at a heavy discount i in order to pay them in gold. Major Jackson, your 
chief commissary, informs the Department that in some cases parties 
have succeeded in extorting a discount of 40 per cent. You will at 
once perceive that a submission to such demands is equivalent to lay- 
ing down our arms. I have, therefore, to request that you give orders 
in your department that all subsistence stores and supplies be paid for 
in the currency of the Government, and that, if prices are advanced for 
the purpose of covering any discount, you allow to parties from whom 
purchases are made only such price as would be the fair value in gold 
of what they sell. In other words, let the necessary supplies be im- 
pressed, if not otherwise attainable, and paid for at their cash coin value 
in Confederate notes. JI inclose you extract of a letter written to Major 
Jackson by the Commissary-General some six weeks ago, in which the 
same view is taken. I see no other resource. 


Your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


*See Richmond to Benjamin, December 16, p. 770. 
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CoLumMBvs, December. 26, 1861. 
General JOHNSTON: | 


In the opinion expressed in General Polk’s dispatch, early last week, 
I concurred. Since then the forces in our front are known to have been 
reduced to 15,000 men. Now we could spare, until your conflict is over, 
3,000 men, to be promptly returned. The forces in our front have gone 
against Price. This is my opinion, under the altered condition of the 


enemy’s force. 
GID. J. PILLOW. 





BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Beech Grove, Ky., December 26, 1861. 


Lieutenant-Colonel MACKALL, 
Bowling Green, Ky.: 

Sim: I sent to Gainesborough two trains of wagons, amounting to 
about 150, to receive army stores brought by the boats. J infer from 
what is reported to me that 80 or 100 more wagon loads remain on board. 
I cannot spare more wagons now. The river being very low, the boats 
did not get higher than Carthage. The trains will probably not return 
before the last of the month. 

I desire very much to bring one of the boats up to this point; it 
would contribute much to our security in more than one way, and if it 
can be brought up with its freight will save us much wagoning. . 

This morning I sent down on the north side of the river 650 cavalry- 
_ men, under Lieutenant-Colonels McNairy, Branner, and McClellan, with 
instructions to observe the enemy at and near Columbia and deseend 
to Burkesville by to-morrow evening, giving me by express’ messenger 
information of all they saw and heard. They are instructed to send 
forward a detachment to communicate with the boat at Celina, and the 
boat is ordered to steam up to Celina by the evening of the 28th, to 
receive the news to be communicated by the cavalry. If deemed :safe, 
the boatis ordered to ascend to Mill Springs and the cavalry is instructed 
to return on the nerth bank in such way as to give it security. If my 
information seems to make it necessary, I will make with infantry 
and artillery such demonstration towards Jamestown, Ky., and Colum- 
bia as will tend to keep the enemy away from the river. I doubt the 
success of the enterprise, but I consider it so desirable to bring the 
boat up, that I will spare no effort to accomplish it. ; 

Colonel Woods battalion and Captain McClung’s battery have ar- 
rived, and I am advised that Colonel Powell’s regiment has been ordered 
to follow. 

Letters from Major-General Crittenden and Brigadier-General Car- 
roll, of 15th, 17th, and 18th instant, have just been received, by which 
I am advised that they will be here in a few days, and that a part of 
General Carroll’s brigade is ready to march to this point. 

I have deemed it proper within the last few days to permit the forces 
to commence building huts, to shield them from the rigors of winter. I 
have not yet completed and still work daily some force on the earth- 
work defenses in front of the position occupied. No pickets of the 
enemy have crossed Fishing Creek for some days. I have no recent 
- reliable information of their movements, but suppose they are not likely 
to attack me in the strong position I hold. For a few days at least I 
wil) not be prepared to hunt them up. 

Very respectfully, 
oe F. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 
Brigadier-General. 
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CoLumBus, Ky., December 27, 1861. 
General COOPER: 


I am informed that you instructed the ordnance officer at Memphis 
to issue no arms to twelve-months’ volunteers. I have eight or ten 
regiments of that description of troops now at hand and not one for 
the war. These troops both General Johnston and myself are in press- 
ing need of. Cannot the exigency authorize the suspension of your 
rule? Please answer immediately. 

L. POLK. 





Hpors. First DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., December 2%, 1861. 
To the PRESIDENT: 


Sir: The bearers, Captains Townsend and Montgomery, come to me 
most highly recommended, and from the character of their indorsers I 
am induced to place great confidence in their judgment and full reliance 
in their statements. 

The nature of their proposed enterprise I leave to their verbal com-. 
munication for a better development and more perfect understanding. 
In view, however, of the immense flotilla of gunboats and mortar bat- 
teries, so theroughly armed and equipped and so perfect in all its ap- 
pointments, with which the enemy are prepared to descend the Missis- 
sippi, I deem it highly important that we should resort to any and every 
scheme that is at all feasible to thwart their purposes and defeat their 
designs. . 

Such is the emergency in which I find myself at this time placed that 
I can but advise the careful consideration of any enterprise which pur- 
poses for its end our relief from their force afloat. 

With the enemy in possession of the river the injury we shall sustain 
is incalculable, and I can conceive no men more capable of coping with 
such a force than the boatmen of the Mississippl. 

With your knowledge of the daring and bravery of the captains, 
pilots, and men that live on this river, I think you.will sustain me in 
this opinion. These gentlemen propose to organize a considerable force 
of these people, and with such material to execute their designs I think 
most favorable results can be anticipated. 

Their views in regard to an independent organization and action, in 
order to give greater efficiency to the undertaking, has impressed me 
very strongly, and‘I can but urge the reasonableness of their demand 
and the adoption of their views in this respect. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





7 KNOXVILLE, December 27, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: 


Ramsay entered a nolle prosequi in Brownlow’s case. I hold him in 
eustody by advice of Colonel Leadbetter, to be sent beyond our lines or 


otherwise, a8 you may instruct. . 
G. H. MONSARRAT, 
Captain Artillery, Commanding Post. 


D, LEADBETTER, 
Colonel, P. A. O. &. 


Approved: 
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[Received War Department, December 28, 1861.] 
President DAVIS: 


Sir: At the request of many of our most reliable friends in East 
Tennessee I have come to Richmond, to lay before you a faithful ac- 
count of East Tennessee matters. 

The conflicting views of your friends in that quarter have been cal- 
culated to perplex your mind in regard to the policy best adapted to 
the peculiar condition of East Tennessee. 

Regarding the conversion of East Tennessee to our cause an object 
of vast importance, I have for the last four months devoted my efforts 
chiefly to that end; and the statements of facts to which I ask your 
attention are founded on my personal observation and investigation, 
unbiased by party prejudices or personal animosities, which have done 
more than everything else to keep alive in East Tennessee the preju- 
dices of the people against the Confederate Government. 

It is the opinion of the best informed and most reliable men in East 
Tennessee that all the Confederate troops now employed in guarding 
the railroads and suppressing rebellion in East Tennessee, except one 
regiment, might be safely sent to other points, where troops are really 
needed; and that if proper measures were immediately adopted to bring 
back to their families all innocent men who have been carried or fright- 
ened away from their homes, it would restore peace and a sense of secu- 
rity to the people, and put an end to all appearances of disloyalty to 
the Confederate Government in East Tennessee. And I believe that 
‘the wrongs they have suffered, if properly explained and promptly 
relieved, will afford an occasion for a striking display of the justice, 
wisdom, and power of the Confederate Government, which will do more 
to insure the fidelity of the people of East Tennessee than all the severity 
of punishment advised by the violent partisans of that section, who have 
provoked the prejudices of the people against themselves, and conse- 
quently against the Government, of which they were supposed to be the 
true exponents. 

Respectfully, &c., 
H. R. AUSTIN. 





KNOXVILLE, TENN., December 28, 1861. 
Ton. J. P. BENJAMIN, Richmond, Va.: ! 


DEAR Str: Your letter of the 22d instant, addressed to J. C. Ramsay, 
esq., Confederate States district attorney, in relation to Brownlow’s 
case, Which appears in the Knoxville Register of this morning, may 
make an erroneous impression on the public mind as to the part which 
I took in procuring a passport for him. The careless reader may sup- 
pose that the Government intended to arrest him, and abandoned the 
purpose and consented to his leaving the Confederate States on the 
ground of my representation that he was so concealed as to be entirely 
beyond its power. So far as I knew or believed no officer of the Gov- 
ernment at Richmond contemplated his arrest. The application for 
him to leave was promptly assented to by you, and in answer to an 
objection by President Davis that it appeared to be discriminating in 
favor of Brownlow, conferring upon him a privilege not accorded to 
others, &e., you replied that you were willing for all to go that wanted 
to, and you spoke of making a proclamation to this effect, showing con- 
clusively that you were not controlled in your action upon this matter 
by the belief that Brownlow was beyond your power. 

These impressions, which may be made from a casual reading of 
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your letter—though I presume it was not so intended—are calculated 
to do me injustice, and I would beg you to set me right in reference to 
these particulars. I acted in good faith to the Government and to 
everybody concerned, and I am willing to take upon myself all the 
responsibility which properly attaches to my acts or declarations. Your 
decision in the premises I consider wise, just, and magnanimous, and 
it is capable of a full and complete vindication. The results which will 
follow his departure from East Tennessee will be ample for this pur- 
pose; but I am unwilling to be placed before the country in the atti- 
tude of having induced the Government to abandon any intention 
of arresting Brownlow, by representing that he was concealed and 
entirely beyond its power. Such was probably not the fact. What I 
stated was substantially this: “That from fear of personal violence 
Brownlow had left home; was supposed to be concealed in the mount- 
ains of Sevier or Blount; that I had not seen him; had no authority 
from him to act for him; but that his wife had informed me that he 
desired to quit the Confederate States, and that she desired me to pro-: 
cure a passport for him if one could be obtained.” Upon this state- 
ment your letter to General Crittenden was prepared. It was not 
imperative. The question was referred to General Crittenden to decide 
whether he should go or not. He was here on the ground; knew all 
the facts; was cognizant of the views and wishes of the Government; 
had the means of determining whether Brownlow was beyond the reach 
of the Government or not, and this question he decided for himself, 
uninfluenced by any suggestion of mine whatever. 

You will pardon me, I hope, for adding that there is no necessity for 
the Government to apologize for this oflicial act. It disappointed some 
persons who thirsted for his blood, and who had cherished the hope 
that he would fall a victim to this revolution, and they excited some 
feeling among the soldiery here. But the more enlightened, liberal, 
and brave Southern men among us take a different view. When the 
revolution is over you will have no occasion to regret the course which 
you have pursued in reference to Brownlow’s case. 


Respectfully, yours, 
JNO. BAXTER. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kelly’s Station, Tenn., December 28, 1561. 
THE ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Headquarters Department of the West, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


Str: Your telegram reached me two days out from Knoxville, on 
my way to General Zollicofter’s headquarters, and for that reason I am 
compelled to confine myself to an informal statement of the troops 
under my command. 

There are two regiments of infantry at Cumberland Gap and Brazel- 
ton’s battalion ot cavalry, two companies of which are serving with 
Zollicofter. The command numbers 1,500 men for duty; aggregate, a 
little over 2,000. 

General Carroll’s brigade consists of two regiments at Knoxville or 
vicinity, one armed and on the road to General Zollicoffer, one tmarmed 
still in Knoxville, and Colonel Avery’s regiment (incomplete) at Bowl- 
ing Green. Captain Monsarrat’s battery, consisting of ten pieces, 18 
also attached to the brigade, but the company is not yet filled up, the 
intention being to augment it to 250 men. Colonel Gillespie’s regiment, : 
lately organized, is at Knoxville, but as yet assigned to no brigade, 
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and I do not know whether it is to be considered under my command 
or not. 

In addition to the forces mentioned there are seven independent 
companies (mounted), which have been serving in Hast Tennessee, 
collecting arms, suppressing insurrections, &c. JI have ordered them 
all to Knoxville (considering them under my command) for the purpose 
of their more complete organization, and have written to that effect to 
the Adjutant-General, it being my opinion that under existing cir. 
cumstances the President has the power on their organization into a 
battalion to appoint the field officers. 

In conclusion, this report excludes General Zollicoffer’s immediate 
command. As soon as possible after my arrival in Kentucky I will 
furnish a full and detailed account of my entire command. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bouling Green, December 29, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK, Columbus : 
If in your opinion you can now spare more troops than you have 
ordered, they will be very useful if only sent as far as Clarksville. 
Report says the transportation for Bowen, Campbell, and Reynolds 
has been detained. Transportation is -limited here, and the wagon 
transportation should be sent here as soon as possible. 
By order of General Johnston : 
; W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





BOWLING GREEN, Ky., December 29, 1861. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States of America: 

Sir: The suggestions contained in the inclosed letter of the Hon. 
William Preston are in my opinion eminently wise, and I urged him 
to communicate them to Your Excellency, with the hope that you would 
concur and issue a proclamation, which must spread dismay among the | 
troops of various States now arrayed against us in the State of Ken- 
tucky. 

With great regard, I remain, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE W. JOHNSON. 


{Inclosure. ] 


BOWLING GREEN, Ky., December 28, 1861. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States of America: 

Str: Recent events in Congress show that the extreme Republican 
party will force the administration to confiscate or enfranchise the 
slaves, and that New England will compel the Government to adopt 
her policy or abandon the war. Since the report of Mr. Cameron and 
the message of Mr. Lincoln great discontents have been manifested 
among the Union men in Kentucky. The Louisville Journal, the Dem- 
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ocrat, and all the other journals of the State, denounced the policy in 
bitter terms, but now are awed and silenced by the Government. Uni- 
versal dissatisfaction prevails, and information from various sources 
proves that the Kentucky troops in the Federal service are discontented 
and distrusted. The officers have been invoked to resign in such an 
event by the press, and many have announced their intention to do so 
if the anti-slavery measures before Congress should pass. Major Phifer, 
who. bore a flag of truce from General Hindman to Geheral Johnson, 
now commanding the advanced corps of the Federals, after the skirmish 
in which Terry fell, told me that General Johnson, who is a Kentuckian 
and former comrade, said openly that an avowal of such a policy would 
cause him and others instantly to resign and abandon the Tederal serv, 
ice. It is said that Generals Ward, Rousseau, ‘and Crittenden are 
discontented and distrusted; that Ward has resigned, Rousseau has 
been ordered from the advance to the rear, and that Crittenden 1s no 
longer in command at Calhoun. Colonel Jackson, a member of Con- 
gress, has expressed his intention to resist any attempt at anti-slavery 
legislation, and the resolution before the Legislature at Frankfort shows 
that in the Union party there is a vast majority determined to oppose 
all plans of emancipation by Congress. 

Under these circumstances it seems to me that it is a matter of great 
importance to augment to the utmost this dissatisfaction. The chief 
obstacle to the redemption of Kentucky is the fear of the leaders who 
have adhered to Lincoln that they have gone so far that in the event 
of Southern success they wil] be forever proscribed and_ persecuted. 
There are new some 20,000 troops from Kentucky in the Federal serv- 
ice. The legislators and officers tremble before the changing opinions 
of the people, who have been deceived by their illusory promises that 
the war was conducted in no spirit of hostility to the institution of 
slavery. The mask is laid aside and the true character of the contest 
is revealed. 

In this posture of affairs I venture to suggest the expediency of 
holding out every inducement to the discontented to abandon the cause 
of the North and to fraternize with the South. In my judgment a proc- 
lamation containing a guarantee from Your Excellency that they would 
be welcomed and received as brethren, that their organizations would 
be recognized, and that their officers would be assured the same rank, 
pay, and command would exercise a most powerful effect and induce 
many to abandon the service of the North, or engender such distrust 
between the Southern and Northern troops and officers as to paralyze 
their confidence and impair fatally their efficiency. The proclamation 
would be in accordance with the order setting forth the reasons for 
entering Kentucky, and could hold out the strongest reasons to induce 
men of honor and patriots to resist the contemplated destruction of 
their rights by the Federal Government, the forfeiture of its promises, 
and the humiliation of Kentucky by an abolition Congress. Such a 
paper emanating from you would produce a great and salutary etfect. 
It cannot come from any other quarter carrying with it such influence. 
The leading men attached to the South in Kentucky are few in number 
and powerless to tempt the ambitious into the path of honor and patriot- 
ism. 

I trust that you will pardon me for taking up your time, but these 
snegestions are offered from the belief that a golden opportunity exists, 
which may induce many to act with us hereafter and to unsettle and 
perplex our enemies in this quarter for the present. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 
W. PRESTON. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Camp Beauregard, December 29, 1861—9 p. m. 
Maj. GEORGE WILLIAMSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Columbus, Ky.: 


Srp: I have information that the enemy are advancing on this post 
and are now 5 miles south of Mayfield. I have taken the liberty of 
sending a courier to Moscow, requesting the officer in command to give 
me support, leaving a guard at his encampment. 

The information of which I am possessed runs as follows: 

Courier from Major King at 7 o’clock p. m.: 

Enemy’s cavalry, reported 200 strong, now at Mayfield. 

Eight o’clock: 


Enemy 5 miles this side of Mayfield. Road blockaded with wagons in rear. Cav- 
alry supposed to be accompanied by infantry. Force not known. 


I have sent forward 250 cavalry to meet the enemy, with orders to 
advance with caution, and if enemy is in large force to skirmish with 
and retard their progress. My command, you are aware, is weak, illy - 
prepared for a battle. Re-enforcements may be necessary. Two pieces 
of my artillery (the two howitzers) are without ammunition. The lieu- 
tenant commanding states that he has often applied for the ammunition, 
but it has not been furnished. I have been somewhat disappointed in 
the supposed fortifications at this place. A few rifle pits, full of water, 
which I am having leveled down, and a lot of fallen timber, compose 
the defenses. Should the enemy attack us, we are in feeble condition, 
but the best defense of which we are capable will be made. I leave the 
subject of my re-enforcement with you, but would suggest my early re- 
enforcement. Iam busy in preparation. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. L. ALCORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS, 
Knoxville, December 29, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: In accordance with your letter of instructions Mr. Ramsay, the 
district attorney, entered a nol. pros. in Brownlow’scase. As commander 
ot this post, in order that your future instructions might be complied 
with, I caused Brownlow to be remanded to prison. This measure was 
necessary even for his own safety and in order that the public peace 
might not be violated. I infer from your letter to the district attorney 
that Brownlow is entitled to a safe-conduct beyond our lines, and with 
reference to this I await your further instructions. 

I have just been appointed commandant of this post, and have already 
discovered numberless abuses that should be corrected. Marauding 
bands of armed men go through the country, representing themselves 
to be the authorized agents of the State or Confederate Government; 
they “impress” into “‘service” horses and men; they plunder the help- 
less, and especially the quondam supporters of Johnson, Maynard, and 
Brownlow; they force men to enlist by the representation that other- 
wise they will be incarcerated at Tuscaloosa; they force the people to 
feed and care for themselves and horses without compensation. I would 
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gladly have instructions as to the mode of correcting these abuses and 
the character of punishment to be inflicted upon those guilty of such 
offenses. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘ 
G. H. MONSARRAT, 
Captain Artillery, Commanding Post. 


Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS,* 
President of the Confederate States of America: 


The undersigned begs leave to lay before Your Excellency the follow- 
ing statement and accompanying documents: 

He had, for reasons that need not here be stated, opposed the 
secession of Tennessee, and was, while the question was pending and 
undecided before the. people of the State, a zealous advocate of the 
Union; but after the ordinance of secession had been confirmed by the 
vote of the citizens of the State, and the permanent Constitution of 
the Confederate States had in like manner been adopted, the under- 
signed, with others who had become prominent by reason of their 
opposition to those measures, voluntarily addressed a communication 
to Brigadier-General Zollicotter, in which they pledged themselves to 
use whatever influence they might possess to promote the peace of 
East Tennessee and obedience to the constituted authorities, State and 
Contederate, on the part of her people. That pledge was made with a 
sincere determination, so far as the undersigned was concerned, to fulfill 
it according to its letter and spirit, and he has done so; and while 
General Zollicofter remained at Knoxville with his command the un- 
dersigned and all other law-abiding citizens were protected ; but after 
his departure he soon became convinced that the undersigned and his 
family were in danger of violence from the soldiers stationed at that 
place, under the command of Col. William B. Wood. Certain of those 
soldiers were in the daily habit of coming to the residence of the 
undersigned, flourishing their knives, pointing their muskets at the 
windows, and uttering threats to take his life. The undersigned firmly 
believes that the soldiers were incited to act in that manner by his bitter 
personal enemies, who sought to make the military the instruments of 
their private revenge. However this may be, he and his family be- 
lieved that his life was in danger, and that his presence at home 
imperiled instead of securing the safety of his wife and children. He 
therefore yielded to the entreaties of his friends to leave home for a 
time, and he consented to do so the more readily as he had business in 
adjoining counties which needed his attention. He accordingly left 
his home, and during his absence heard of the late burning of the 
bridges on the railroads in East Tennessee, and also heard about the 
same time that he was charged with complicity in that crime and 
outrage. The undersigned knew that the most Intense excitement 
prevailed in the country; that the passions of the citizens and soldiery 
were fully aroused, and his knowledge of the history of mankind im 
the past taught him that in such seasons of high excitement the inno- 
cent and the guilty would suffer together. Prudence, therefore, dic- 
tated that he should for a time—until the passions of men should have 
time to cool and reason to reassume her sway—conceal himself, that 
no oceasion should occur for violence to lis person. 

The undersigned asserts his entire innocence of the several charges 


* Without date, indorsed ‘‘ Received January 2, 1362.” 
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which have been invented by his enemies. He has not since the date 
of the letter to General Zollicoffer, before referred to, done aught in- 
consistent with the pledge it contains. He has not furnished guns to 
men in arms against the Confederate States, as has been untruly 
charged by some of the newspapers in the country. He had no knowl- 
edge of the project to burn the bridges whatever, and here declares that 
had such a design been communicated to him he would at once have 
given information of it to the proper parties. In a word, he has done 
nothing which malice itself could strain into a crime against the laws 
of Tennessee or of the Confederate States. Nevertheless he did, for 
the reason before stated, secrete himself where he believes he was per- 
fectly secure from discovery. While he was thus safely concealed he 
was Informed that John Baxter, esq., who was on a visit to the city 
of Richmond, applied to the War Department for permission to the 
undersigned to leave the territory of the Contederate States. 

He is informed further that, after an interview with Your Excelleney’ 
and the Secretary of War, a letter was written by the latter to Maj. Gen. 
George B. Crittenden, a correct copy of which is submitted herewith, 
marked A, and thereupon General Crittenden directed a letter to be sent 
to the undersigned, a correct copy of Which, marked B, accompanies this 
statement. The undersigned, relying upon the promise of a passport 
into Kentucky and the protection of a military escort which it contains, 
and trusting to the good faith of Your Excellency, the Secretary of War, 
and General Crittenden, immediately upon its reception left his place 
of concealment, returned to Knoxville, and within the time appointed 
called at headquarters, and obtained a renewal of the promise of the 
passport and escort. This occurred on the afternoon of the 5th instant. 
The morning of the 7th was fixed upon for the departure of the under- 
signed from Knoxville. Before that time arrived he was arrested upon 
a warrant for treason, issued by R. B. Reynolds, commissioner, &e., a 
correct copy of which, marked C, is herewith submitted, and, bail and 
an examination having been refused, was confined in the common jail 
of the county. 

The undersigned has been always opposed in polities to Your Exeel- 
Jeney; has resisted with his whole strength the revolution which Your 
Isxcellency is now conducting, but at no time has political prejudice or 
party feeling caused him to believe that you will sanction what he is 
compelled to denounce as a gross breach of faith. He has not permitted 
himself to believe that you would direct the military authorities to 
make a promise, and after that promise had been accepted and acted 
upon would permit another set of authorities to violate it. He appeals 
to you as the executive of a Government representing twelve millions 
of people to protect the honor of that Government against so foul a 
stain. This application is the last resource left to the undersigned. 
Immediately after his arrest he addressed the note marked D to Gen- 
eral Crittenden, and received in reply the note marked KE. 

It is unnecessary to add that the warrant issued by the commissioner 
contains no charge of treason. The publication of a newspaper, how- 
ever objectionable its matter might be, cannot amount to treason. The 
undersigned has therefore no reason to fear the result of a judicial 
investigation of his conduct; but bail, though offered for any amount, 
has been refused him. He has been subjected to close confinement in 
an uncomfortable jail while in weak health, and, in fact, suffering from 
hemorrhage of the lungs. Until very recently he has intended to con- 
tinue a citizen of the Confederate States, but the events of the last three 
wecks bave convinced him that the laws can afford no protection to 
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himself or family. He now desires to withdraw himself and family from 
the jurisdiction of those States. He makes this application, not as a 
petitioner for any grace or favor, but asa demand of right, and with full 
confidence that the public faith will in the premises be observed. 
Respectfully, &c., 
W. G. BROWNLOW. 


{Inclosure A.] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, November 20, 1861. 


Major-General CRITTENDEN, Cumberland Gap: 


DEAR Sir: I have been asked to grant a passport for Mr. Brownlow 
to leave the State of Tennessee. He is said to have secreted himself, 
fearing violence to his person, and to be anxious to depart from the 

State. I cannot give him a formal passport, though I would greatly 
prefer seeing him on the other side of our lines as an avowed enemy. 
I wish, however, to say that I would be glad to learn that he has left 
Tennessee, and have no objection to interpose to his leaving if you are 
willing to let him pass. 

Yours, truly, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


[Inclosure B.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Knoxville, Tenn., December 4, 1861. 
W. G. BROWNLOW, Esq.: 


Sir: The major-general commanding directs me to say that upon 
ealling at his headquarters within twenty-four hours you can get a 
passport to go into Kentucky, accompanied by a military escort, the 
route to be designated by General Crittenden. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. S. CUNNINGHAM, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure C.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
District of Tennessee : 
To the MARSHAL OF SAID DISTRICT: 


J.C. Ramsay, Confederate States district attorney for said district, 
having made oath before me that he is informed and believes that Will- 
iam G. Brownlow, a citizen of said district and owing allegiance and 
tidelity to the Confederate States, but being moved and seduced by the 
instigation of the devil and not having the fear of God before his eyes, 
did, willfully, knowingly, and with malice aforethought and feloni- 
ously, commit the crime of treason against the Confederate States by 
then and there, within said district and since the 10th day of June last, 
publishing a weekly and tri-weekly paper known as Brownlow’s Knox- 
ville Whig; said paper had a large circulation in said district and also 
circulated in the United States, and contained weekly divers of edi- 
torials written by the said Brownlow, which said editorials were trea- 
sonable against the Confederate States of America, and did then and 
there commit treason and prompt others to commit treason, by speech 
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as well as publication did as aforesaid commit treason, and did give 
aid and comfort to the United States, both of said Governments being 
in a state of war with each other. You are therefore commanded to 
arrest the said Brownlow and bring him before me, to be dealt with as 


the law directs. 
R. B. REYNOLDS, 
Commissioner, &e. 
DECEMBER 6, 1861. 


{Inclosure D.] 


KNOXVILLE, December 6, 1861. 
Major-General CRITTENDEN: 

Iam now under an arrest, upon a warrant signed by Messrs. Rey- 
nolds and Ramsay, upon a charge of treason, founded upon sundry 
articles published in the Knoxville Whig since June last. Jam here 
upon your invitation and promise of passports, and claiming your pro- 
tection, as I do, I shall await your early response. 


Very respectfully, 
W. G. BROWNLOW. 
(Inclosure E.} 


KNOXVILLE, December 7, 1861. 
W. G. BROWNLOW: 

Sir: Your note stating that you were under an arrest upon a war- 
rant upon a charge of treason, &c., has been handed to General 
Crittenden. He desires me to say in reply that in view of all the facts 
of the case (which need not be recapitulated here, for you are familiar 
with them), he does not consider that you are here upon his invitation 
in such manner as to claim his protection from an investigation by -he 
civil authorities of the charges against you, which he clearly under- 
stood from yourself and your friends you would not seek to avoid. 


Respectfully, yours, &c., 
HARRY I. THORNTON, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


EE 


RicumonD, December 30, 1861. 
General LEONIDAS POLK, Columbus, Ky.: 
We have a plenty of war men who could be sent to you, and for whom 
we have no arms. Pray cease accepting tnarmed twelve-months’ men, 


who are immensely expensive and utterly useless. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 


Secretary of War. 





BOWLING GREEN (via CHATTANOOGA), December 30, 1861. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 

The citizens of Nashville believe, and so represent, that the city is in 
danger from incendiaries sent in by the Federalists or engaged from 
the disloyal of their own citizens. They wish a strong military police 
under a general officer, and recommend General R. C. Foster, from his 
knowledge of the city, the people, his firmness, and experience, as the 
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most proper person. In this representation and recommendation the 
Governor concurs and in the recommendation I also concur, and hope 


it will receive attention. 
A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General. - 





Hpors. Frrsrv Division, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, IKy., December 30, 1861. 
General JOHNSTON, 
CO. 8S. Army, Bowling Green: 

GENERAL: I have sent forward to you all of the infantry of Colonel 
Bowen’s command, as also Colonel Reynolds’ regiment. I also ordered 
Colonel Campbell’s regiment to go forward, but find he is very deficient 
in arms, and am waiting a day or two to see if he cannot be supplied. 
He will be sent if you desire it. I have also ordered Hudson’s battery, 
a very fine one. This has gone forward. I also ordered to-day Beltz- 
hoover’s (Watson*) to follow. These I supposed—for it has been very 
difficult to get accurate returns—would make the force about 5,000. I 
wish I could make it 10,000. I shall be obliged in consequence of this 
movement to break up Camp Beauregard, and remove the Mississipp1 
sixty-day troops from there to Union City. T shall substitute for this 
force a cavalry force on the Tennessee and Kentucky lines as the best 
and only thing left me. They will guard that line and operate freely 
in both Kentucky and Tennessee, and will keep down the Union feel- 
ing in both States. 

I am informed by the gentleman who takes this, and an officer of his 
army, that General McCulloch’s force in Arkansas is 10,000 strong, and 
is in winter quarters. It is certain now that no movement will be made 
by the enemy in Southwestern Missouri until spring. J beg leave re- 
spectfully to submit that in that case this force might with great, very 
ereat, advantage be employed i Southeastern Missouri during the 
emergency immediately before us, and therefore ask that it may be 
ordered to the defense of New Madrid and the region round about. 
Those forces there have all disbanded, and I have no reason to hope 
that they can again be enlisted in fa] very short time. This leaves me 
to provide force for the defense of New Madrid, and my resources for 
that purpose are very limited. I have had a fort constructed there, 
and armed it strongly with heavy guns. I have placed for its defense 
two Arkansas regiments, under Colonel Gantt, one of these imperfectly 
armed, but I should [prefer] that side of the river have a much stronger 
force, and I know not where it is to come from, if not from General 
McCulloch’s force. 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 








HEADQUARTERS CAMP DESHA, 
Moscow, Ky., December 30, 1861—4 a. m. 


Major-General POLK, 
CG. S. Army, Commanding, Columbus, IKy. : 


GENERAL: I have this moment received the following note from 
General Alcorn: 
Sir: Ihave information that the enemy are advancing on this post and are now 5 


*The Watson Battery. 
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miles south of Mayfield. I have no authority to order you, but would like to have you 
march in haste to my support with such strength as you can command, leaving a guard 
in support of your camp. 
Very respectfully, | 
J. L. ALCORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
I will move with all my force towards Mayfield, supposing it will be 
right, and will of course obey any order you may send me. 
Respectfully, 
J. H. MILLER, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Iy., December 30, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
of the 22d instant. 

The enemy have made no forward movement since my last communi- 
cation, nor have I any information of any change in the position of 
their troops since then. The positions of our troops as heretofore 
indicated remain unchanged, except the substitution of Bifile’s bat- 
talion of Tennessee cavalry for the Eighth Regiment Texas Cavalry 
(late Terry’s); which it was necessary to withdraw to rest and improve 
the condition of their horses and put the regiment in a better condi- 
tion. They have been reduced to less than half their original number 
by deaths, sickness, &c. Their ranks at their new camp, 10 miles south 
of this, will fill up rapidly by the men returning to duty from the 
hospital. 

I have this morning received the Treasurer’s draft for $16,000, in 
addition to $5,000 heretofore received. 

In explanation of the ambiguous telegram received by you, IT have to 
say that the number of troops mentioned were intended to indicate all 
that could possibly be available for any movement against the enemy 
after leaving a force for the defense of this place, about 5,000, which, 
from the extended circuit of our works, is too small. They require a 
large force to support them. The troops from Columbus are begin- 
ning to arrive, viz: Colonel Martin’s First Mississippi,* 496 ageregate ; 
Colonel Williams’ Twenty-seventh Temnessee, 580 aggregate; Colonel 
Schaller’s Twenty-second Mississippi, 519 aggregate; Major H ardcastle’s 
Mississippi battalion, three companies, 235 aggregate; Captain Miller’s 
company (1), artillery, 70 aggregate; Captain Brien’s ecmpany, 120 
ageregate; Captain Hunt’s company, 79; 2,099 total aggregate. These 
troops are now encamped here. My force is about 19,000, of all arms. 

I inclose to you, I do not doubt, an accurate statement of the troops 
under General Buell’s command, brought to me the day before yester- 
day from Louisville. It was much defaced, but the most important 
matter is legible. I also inclose copy of telegram from General Clark, 
stationed at Hopkinsville, reporting a conflict between a detachment 
of Colonel Forrest’s cavalry and a cavalry force of the enemy on the 
28th instant, which resulted in the dcteat of the enemy, as detailed in 
the telegrain.t 
Eee eg ae ee ee wees Seen eT 

*Probably Twenty-fifth Mississippi, afterwards known as the Second Confederate 


Reciment. 
t Not found, but see p. 64. 
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Colonel Bowen has just arrived with part of his own regiment, the 
First Missouri. The remainder of his regiment and division (Ninth 
and Tenth Arkansas Regiments) will arrive by to-morrow night. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. 8. J OHNSTON, 
° General, C. SN. Army. 


{Inclosure A.} 


Memorandum of the number and name of regiments arrived and to arrive 
an this department. 


Thirty-third Indiana, Seventeenth Ohio, Twelfth Kentucky, Thirty- 
eighth Ohio, Fourth Kentucky : Fourteenth Ohio, Tenth Indiana, Tenth 
Kentucky, Eighteenth U. S. Infantry, Second Minnesota, Thirty -fifth 
and Ninth Ohio, Sixth Indiana, First Ohio, lifth Kentucky, Fitteenth 
and Nineteenth U.S. Infantry, Twenty- ninth and Thirtieth Indiana, 
Thirty-fourth I[linois, Seventy- ‘seventh, Seventy-eighth, and Seventy- 
ninth Pennsylvania, Thir ty-ninth and Thirty- second. Indiana, Fifteenth 
and Forty -ninth Ohio, Thirty-eighth Indiana, First Wisconsin, Nine- 
teenth Tlinois, First Michigan, Fifteenth and Thirteenth Kentucky, 
Tenth and Eighteenth Ohio, Twenty-fourth Illinois, Thirty-seventh In- 
diana, Thirty. third Ohno, Tenth Wisconsin, Twenty-first, Third, and 
Sixth ‘Ohio, Thirty-sixth Indiana, Twenty-fourth Ohio, Thirty fourth In- 
diana, Second and Fifty-ninth Ohio, Ninth and First Kentucky, First and 
Second Tennessee, Sixth Kentucky, Thirty-first Ohio, Thirty-first Indi- 
ana, Seventeenth Kentucky, Forty-fourth, Forty -second, and Torty-third 
Indiana, Eleventh Kentucky, Seventeenth and Fifteenth Indiana, Forty- 
first and Fifth Ohio, Third Minnesota, Fourteenth Kentucky, Forty -ninth 
Indiana, and Eleventh Michigan. 

The above are already here. 

To arrive: 

Forty-sixth, Forty-seventh, Fiftieth, and Thirty-fifth Indiana, Forty- 
eighth, Forty “fourth, Sixteenth, Fortieth (in Lexington), and Forty- 
second Ohio, Fifty first Indiana, First and Fourth Ohio Cay alry, lorty- 
first Indiana, and six regiments and squadrons of cavalry, one battery 
(six pieces), thirteen battalions of artiller y, and about five or six more 
Kentucky regiments not yet consolidated will make three or five full 
regiments. 

Arrived since above was taken from General Buell’s books: 

Sixty-fourth Ohio (ordered to Paris), Fifty-second Olio, Second and 
Fifth Ohio Cavalry, and First Ohio Battery. 

We consider the effective force of the Department of the Cumberland 
to amount to 75,000 men | 





DEAR : The above has been written by a friend under my su- 
pervision, and you can depend upon the information, as the bearer can 
tell you how it was obtained, and from my association and acquaintance 
I think I can give you almost any information you want at any time. 
If you receive any communications signed Rex they will be reliable. 

Our cause is steadily gaining here, ‘and we feel very sanguine as to 
the success of your division. There is a great deal of sickness among 
Federal soldiers—some little small-pox, though not much; mostly diar- 
rhea, typhoid fever, and measles. There are seventeen hospitals here, 
and about 3 ,000 patients in them. While writing, the Sixty-fifth Ohio 
passes down street—about 610 men, besides officers. The hospitals are 
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so full here they are sending a great many sick to Cincinnati. Your 
family and friends are well. I will try and send you a paper very often. 
There are eight regiments at Lebanon and six at Columbia. Manson 
moves to-day, 20th December, to Glasgow (this is certainly reliable) 
with 25,000 men. It is thought by best-informed friends here that Zolli- 
coffer should be heavily re-enfarced, so as to break their backbone. 
Watch Big Hatchie and Obion Bridges, on Memphis Branch. Men left 
Cincinnati last night for the avowed purpose of burning them. This 
and all I write is reliable, as Charley Johnson can tell, from whom he 
borrowea a vest on mail-boat. * * * It is said that 25,000 or 
30,000 reserve forces are in Washington that could be thrown into Ken- 
tucky* * * * 
{Indorsement.] 


Hpers. SECOND DIVISION, CENTRAL ARMY, 
Bouling Green, December 30, 1861. 
Col. W. W. MACKALL, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


This information was obtained from the books of General Buell. As 
relates to the number and names of regiments it is beyond a doubt relia- 
ble. Since receiving it, I have had occasion to compare the list with 
partial lists contained in the letters of various correspondents of the 
Northern papers in reference to the troops at Columbia; at Crab Or- 
chard, in the command of General Schoepf; at Lexington, and in General 
Nelson’s force. In every instance I have found the regiments alluded 
to in those letters mentioned in the inclosed list. 

Respectfully, 
S. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Second Division. 





EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Nashville, Tenn., December 31, 1861. 


General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON: 


DEAR Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of a letter of 25th 
instant. Upon its receipt I immediately appointed energetic agents to 
collect laborers in this and adjoining counties to construct the fortifica- 
tions near Nashville, but I must say that the response to my appeal for 
laborers has not thus far been as flattering as I had wanted and ex- 
pected. I shall have within a very few days some 200 negro men at 
this work, and hope soon to increase this number to 500 or 600. Tele- 
eraphed you the same day your letter came to hand, asking how many 
laborers you thought necessary, about what length of time they would 
be employed, and what engineer would supervise and control the work, 
answers to which woyld have aided me in securing the laborers, but 
have as yet received no reply. 

I fully appreciate the exigencies by which you are surrounded, and, 
as I have heretofore, I shall continue to use every effort within my 
power and all resources at ny command to strengthen your position and 
to secure the country from invasion. In order, however, that the present 
resources of the State may not be overestimated, it is proper that I give 
you at least an approximate idea of them and some of the difficulties 
which I encounter at every step. 

Tennessee has now organized and in the field, in addition to some 
independent companies, fifty-two infantry regiments and one battalion, 





* The stars represent illegible portions of the original. 
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nine battalions of cavalry, and two regiments of artillery. Volunteer 
companies are now in camp, under orders to move to rendezvous, suffi- 
cient to form six additional infantry regiments and two battalions of 
cavalry, making the whole force about sixty-six regiments. This force, 
large as it is, is drawn almost entirely from two divisions from the State, 
the unfortunate political dissensions in Hast Tennessee, with near one- 
third of the voting population of the State, having almost paralyzed 
that section, but I am pleased to state that these divisions and dissen- 
Sions are rapidly disappearing, and I hope soon to sce a united people 
in Tennessee, when we may reasonably expect re-enforcements from 
that section; but with the immense tax upon the population of Middle 
and West Tennessee to make up the force already referred to I do not 
hope for any considerable number of volunteers from either of these 
divisions, unless it be upon pressing emergency, when I feel assured 
that a patriotic response will be made by almost our whole people to 
meet such emergency. 

But the difficulty is not, nor has it been, in obtaining men. The 
inadequate supply of arms has been and is the chief obstacle which - 
IT encounter in promptly furnishing to you any reasonable number of 
re-enforcements. With the greatest possible energy it takes time to 
collect and repair the private arms of the country, and this is the only 
means I have of arming the force now ealled to the field. I liave 
spared neither effort, pains, nor expense in expediting the work, and yet 
it has been and is impossible to proceed with it rapidly. 

In furnishing arms to the large force above referred to the State has 
heretofore drawn from the hands of her citizens their most effective 
private arms. Almost every gun that we get at this time must neces- 
sarily pass through the hands of the smiths before it is fit for service, 
and in this connection it is well to remark that Tennessee, less fortu- 
nate than some of her sister States. had no United States arsenal or 
depository of arms within her limits from which her troops might 
have been supplied; that but comparatively a small number of her 
force have been armed independent of the State, and that upon assum- 
ing connection with the Confederate States all of her contracts for 
the manufacture of arms and other materials of war were assigned and 
transferred to the Confederate Government. 

I am sure, general, you will appreciate and make due allowance for 
the difficulties that lie in my way in the work of arming the forees of 
Tennessee under these circumstances. I trust I shall be able, with the 
inferior arms of the country, to arm the volunteers now in, and that 
many will hereafter come into camp. 

Very respectfully, 
ISHAM G. HARRIS. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Camp Beauregard, December 31, 1861. 
Colonel MILLER, 
Commanding at Moscow: 


DEAR Sir: A courier just arrived says the enemy, under General 
Paine, with cavalry, 500; artillery, several pieces; and infantry in con- 
siderable numbers, are now south of Mayfield, and will be here early 
to-morrow morning to make an attack upon me. I presume there can 
be no doubt of the truth that the enemy are in numbers south of May- 
field and that they have considerable artillery. I therefore ask you 
to come to my support without delay, for I assure you that if half 
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what is said in relation to the enemy’s force is true I shall need you by 
the time you can reach me. 3 | 
Yours; very truly and respectfully, 
SN J. L. ALCORN, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


I have sent courier to Columbus and urged permanent re-enforce- 
ments. I have but 1,700 infantry and cavalry combined ready for 
duty. I should not be left in this exposed condition. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Camp Beauregard, December 31, 1861—10 p. m. 
Maj. GEORGE WILLIAMSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Columbus, Ky.: 


Sir: 8S. M. Kennedy looks to be, and is said to be, a reliable South- 
ern man; has this moment paid me a most hurried visit, and states, as 
a fact beyond a question, that the enemy are now south of Mayfield, 
with 500 cavalry, several pieces of artillery, and a force of infantry, 
number not known; have made a forced march to-day, and hope to be 
here by sunrise to-morrow to make an attack upon me. I urge that 
you shall send to re-enforce me.. I think the report cannot be untrue, 
but it may be exaggerated. I have-by my [returns] to-day 1,700 
privates, including infantry and cavalry, ready for duty. This force 
of inexperienced shot-gun militia is not sufficient to hold this place 
against the number which daily threatens it. The scouting and picket 
duty is necessarily so heavy, in order to prevent a surprise, that we are 
kept worn down. | — 

_ I have sent to Colonel Miller again to-night; hope he will respond. 
We will seek to discharge our duty, but are in bad plight for a heavy 
fight. I hope the courier now sent will have a more speedy journey 
than the one sent a few days since. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
J. L. ALCORN, 
Brigadier-General. 


Abstract from return of Western Department, General A. S. Johnston, commanding. 
[Date about December 31, 1861.*] 
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* The original return not dated and otherwise imperfect. 
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Abstract from consolidated report of the Central Army of Kentucky, Major-General Har- 
dee, C. S. Army, commanding, for December 31, 1861. 


(BOWLING GREEN, KY.) 
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Abstract from the weekly y return of the troops commanded by Brig. Gen. F. K. Zollicoffer, 
C.S. Army, for December 31, 1861. 


(BEECH GROVE, KY.) 
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* The Sixteenth Alabama, Fifteenth Mississippi, and Seventeenth, Nineteenth, Twentieth, Sey: 
fifth, and Twenty- eighth Tennessee Regiments. 

i The Fir st, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Tennessee Battalions, and two independent companies. 

+ McClung’s and Rutledge’ s batteries. . 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, | 
Bowling Green, January 1, 1862. 
Major-General HARDEE, Commanding : 
GENERAL: General Johnston directs that notice be given to the res- 
idents of this city that a conflict is to be expected here, and advise that 


they remove from the scene. 
You will ee have notive given to all persons residing within 


_ @ 


Cuar. XVI] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 815 


range of the guns of our works to remove at once, as their houses will 
be used as a part of the defense or removed to make the defense more 
perfect. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WwW. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, Knoxville, January 1, 1862. 
S. Cooper, Adjutant-General, Richmond, Va.: 

Sin: My brigade is composed partly of companies organized in East 
Tennessee and in part of West Tennesseans. Colonel White’s regi- 
ment, composed exclusively of East Tennesseans, is well equipped, hav- 
ing muskets. This regiment is very near General Zollicotter’s encamp- 
ment in Southeastern Kentucky. Another regiment, four companies of 
which were organized by myself, and ordered to Fort Pillow, on the Mis- 
sissippi, below Columbus, by order of General Pillow, are well armed. 
Colonel Looney’s regiment, made up of Eastern and Western Tennessee 
companies, is at this post, under orders to march on to-morrow to join 
General Zollicoffer. Many of this regiment are on the sick list. I have 
arms enough for all who are able to march. 

When I organized these regiments I advised the War Department 
that I had 1,620 Tennessee rifles, and requested an order upon the ord- 
nance departments of Nashville and Memphis to have these weapons 
remodeled. Of these guns, upon the orders issued in September last, 
I have received 520 with the saber bayonet attached. I have in addi- 
tion to the above 200 muskets. These will complete the equipment of 
Colonel Looney’s regiment, which has orders to move on, as before stated. 
I will have enough guns to equip Colonel Gillespie’s regiment within 
thirty days. 

I have assurances from Colonel Hunt, of the Memphis ordnance de- . 
partment, that my guns shall be forwarded as rapidly as possible. The 
Government shops in this place are now actively employed in repairing 
the guns collected at this post. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CARROLL, - 
Brigadier- General. 


RIcUMOND, January 1, 1862. 


General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant-General C. S. Army: 

Sir: As suggested by you in a conversation on yesterday, I briefly 
commit to writing the views then presented by me touching General 
H. Marshall’s command in Eastern Kentucky. 

The forces present and expected of General Marshall are about as 
follows: 


Battalion Kentucky mounted men... 2-2 122. oe eee wee ee eee eee cee ee ees seees 450 
Col. John 8S. Williams’ Kentucky infantry .......-.--.. ..----0---- Pagsdeceet si paiot le 900 
Colonel Trigg’s Virginia infantry regiment........---... Bele aha lely naire Gaeeran intake 50 
Battery artillery, four pieces, 60 men...- 2... .--- 2) eee een cee eee eee eee ee 60 
la the fell at Pats ill ons cca ese eee bees meus cece sess chee steen ooeueseeees 00 

Or Sand y seks ca cee sek Sek veces eae eee Aca iee eee oe eeetes cece 2, 160 


This force was located as follows when I left headquarters on the 
20th December : 
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Captain Cardell’s company, Williams’ Kentucky infantry, 135 men, 
at Whitesburg, Letcher County, on North Fork Kentucky River. 

Captain Worsham’s company, Williams’ Kentucky infantry, 100 men, 
at Prestonburg. 

Two hundred Kentucky cavalry, under command of Captain Shaw- 
han (?), at Salyersville and West Liberty, about 40 miles in advance of 
General Marshall’s headquarters at Paintsville. 

Our base of supplies is Abingdon, Va., or Wytheville, the former 
about 130 and the latter 150 miles from Prestonbureg. 

The operations of our army may be viewed as defensive, offensive, 
or both: 

First. As a force to defend the mountain passes against inroads upon 
the railroad at Wytheville or Abingdon or forays on the northwest of 
Virginia we have very ample forces. 

Second. As an assailing force our army is too weak, except by means 
of sudden and rapid marches of cavalry, acting in concert with our 
friends in Bourbon, Fayette, Harrison, Montgomery, Bath, and other 
contiguous counties. We hear of no enemy nearer than mouth of 
Sandy, at Catlettsburg, and Paris, Bourbon County, Kentucky. 

These may be stated as the bases of the operations of the enemy: 
Catlettsburg, 60 or 70 miles from our headquarters, and Paris, on the 
Covington and Lexington Railroad, about 80 or 90 miles. 

If we advance with our small force into Bath, Montgomery, and 
Bourbon, the railroad would in two or three days enable the enemy to 
concentrate an overwhelming force to meet us. The transportation on 
Sandy River by steamboats from Catlettsburg is only available to the 
enemy in high water. 

The only offensive operations we could effect would be by rapid 
marches of cavalry, in concert with our friends, into Bath, Montgomery, 
Bourbon, and Harrison; first, burning the bridges on the Covington 
and Lexington Railroad; second, opening the way for our friends to 
join our army and giving us civil and political strength; third, in open- 
ing a road for the fat hogs, bacon, and fat cattle of Kentucky. 

It is ny deliberate judgment, from a pretty accurate knowledge of 
the topography of the country and the party strength of our friends in 

front of our army, that with the prompt aid of 1,000 cavalry trained to 
mountain service we could accomplish the important objects above 
stated. But the work can only be done by the utmost expenditure. 

When I left camp on the 20th the thing was certain if we had the 
force. I believe now it is practicable, but in a month from this time 
it would. be unavailable. 

The actual or threatened movement above indicated, even if it failed, 
would attract and engage a very large force of the enemy, and if we 
were faced by a superior force we could make good our stand and 
defense in the mountains of Sandy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. HAWES, 
Major, and Brig. Commissary C. 8S. Army. 


ET 


‘ HEADQUARTERS, 
Camp Beauregard, January 2, 1862. 
Maj. GEORGE WILLIAMSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Str: I obey the dispatch received last evening, and will start my 
march towards Union City this evening. I delayed yesterday after 
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learning that Celonel Russell’s command intended to march to this 
place, feeling quite sure that if the most exaggerated reports were 
true I could nevertheless hold the place until the re-enforeements would 
come up. I regret that I am to leave here and regret to go to Union 
City, and most respectfully beg to have my command disbanded. The 
troops have but thirty days more to serve, and I do not suppose that 
there exists a probability of our services being required at Union City 
within the period of enlistment. If, however, you prefer that I shall 
remain, I shall yield a prompt obedience; in truth I yield the obedience 
without further communication, and make a suggestion which would 
personally oblige me, and I think would not injure the public. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. L. ALCORN. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Donelson, January 2, 1862. 


Maj. GEORGE WILLIAMSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Columbus: 


Str: In transmitting weekly report (ending 31st) of the troops under 
my command I am happy to be able to report a favorable progress in 
all matters connected with the command. The large difference in the 
weekly report between ‘Present for duty” and ‘Total present and 
absent” will, I hope, be cured in a few days. 

The regiments of Colonels Bailey and Stacker have only just organ- 
ized, and freed now somewhat from feeling themselves bound to court 
the good-will of their men in order to secure their election, aided by 
a positive order against granting any furloughs, I hope to be able to 
restore matters to a more wholesome status. 

I have still near 2,000 unarmed men in my command. I have not 
men enough armed at this post to man one-half the lines within the 
fortification, much less to effect anything at points which command my 
whole work. I beg you to call the attention of the general commanding 
division to this unvarnished state of things. 

A most satisfactory progress has been made in the main fortification, 
an inclosed work. A very few more days will close up the gap and 
give us a very good work. 

The heavy batteries are progressing rapidly and will be very efficient. 
I shall be ready to place all the guns in position as fast as they arrive. 
I am straining a point to make the armament sufficient to answer the 
aim we have in view. I look for some of the heavy guns to-morrow. 
My entire command is now comfortably housed for the winter. The 
houses are admirably built, well situated, and present an appearance of 
real comfort that will compare favorably with any command in the field. 

On yesterday I reviewed and inspected the entire command at Fort 
Henry, and am gratified at being able to report the entire command in 
a most admirable state of efficiency. Everything will be ready to receive 
theadditionalarmament nowonitsway. A heavyrifled gun (82-pounder) 
arrived at the fort on yesterday and will be in place to-day. 

As shown by weekly report, I have had an addition to the force at 
Fort Henry in the Alabama troops; seven companies are now on the 
ground; the remaining three will be i in place on Saturday. The com- 
panies are tolerably armed. Five of them only were inspected, the 
others arriving this morning. These troops are, as I understand it, for 
the work south of the Tennessee River. 


52 R R—VOL VII 
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The negro force (500) will be here in a few days. I have had no in. 
structions on this point, and desire to know fully the views of the general 
commanding. I have conversed with Major Gilmer once on the subject, 
but deem it prudent to ask for further instructions. | 

I will present to the general commanding division a statement of 
advantages to arise to the Government from the covering of the immense 
rolling-mills owned by Hillman & Bro., below this place. These mills 
have become an absolute necessity to the whole country. I hope he 
may find it practicable to protect it, and shall examine the river just 
below the mills with a view to this object and report. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LLOYD TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier-General, C. 8S. Army, Commanding. 





BOWLING GREEN, January 2, 1862. 
Maj. A. J. Smiru, Post Quartermaster, &c.: 


DEAR Sir: I will leave Bowling Green to-morrow, to be absent on 
indispensable business for a few days. 

Before going, I take occasion to represent to you the present demands 
for transportation on the roads now in my charge, their capacity, and 
to make suggestions as to their future workings, which are respectfully 
commended to your careful consideration, and through you, if neces- 
sary, to General Johnston. 

We have in running order ten engines, all of which are of limited or 
ordinary capacity, only four of which are new and reliable for continuous 
service. These four are the property of the Memphis, Clarksville and 
Louisville Railroad. 

We have in all, box cars, 120; flat cars, 55; total number of cars, 175. 
These cars include all owned by the Louisville and Nashville, Memphis 
Branch, and Memphis, Clarksville and Louisville Roads. _ 

The whole length of road operated by this machinery, including the 
road north of Bowling Green up to Glasgow Junction, is 225 miles. 

The ordinary quotum of equipment for such a length of railroad would 
be, engines, 22; cars, 300. Deficit in engines, 10; deficit in cars, 125. 

Within ten days we depend on having three more engines ready for 
service, but then we will need seven more. 

The equipment we have will afford one train daily northward from 
Bowling Green, capable of moving ten car loads of corn, &c.; one freight 
train daily, each way, between Nashville and Bowling Green, carrying 
thirteen cars each way; one freight train daily between Paris and 
Bowling Green with twelve cars; one passenger train each way on the 
main stem and Memphis Branch. This is the maximum capacity of the 
roads. Should there be any extraordinary demand upon both stems at 
the same time, both will require help from other roads. If made on one 
stem, the regular business of the other must stop to meet it. 

The present demand is, as I now understand, for the army alone, from 
Paris, 800,000 pounds; from Clarksville, 1,000,000 pounds; from Nash- 
ville, 1,500,000 pounds. | | 

In addition to the above, at every station there is a large accumula- 
tion of freight, consisting of hogs, corn, flour, &c. The passenger travel 
is also large. In addition to all, troops move in great numbers. Ina 
word, the entire road is crowded with business to an extent unprece- 
dented in the history of any branch of it. 

I suggest that the superintendent may be allowed to establish a sched- 
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ule best adapted for the speedy, safe, and certain final accomplishment 
of all work, and that the public shall be notified that this schedule shall 
remain undisturbed, save under the requisition of some one officer of the 
army, or that a requisition shall be made upon other roads for the amount 
of machinery required to meet the business. 

Should this course be adopted, the funds now in hands, the earnings 
of the main stem and branch, will pay a large proportion of the value 
of machinery required, and per haps the Memphis, Clarksville and Louis- 
ville Railroad Company would make an advance sufficient to pay the 
balance. This property might—would largely increase the earnings of 
the road, and at the same time meet the difficulties before us. I know 
of no remedy better than the last suggested, but without this the first 
plan suggested is the only one under which I can piemee to do justice 
to the army, the stockholders, or myself. 

Very respectiully, &e., 
G. B. FLEECE, 
Superintendent. 


ED 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 3, 1862. 


Capt. G. H. MonsaRRAT, Knoxville, Tenn.: 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo, the secretes of War 
directs me to say that Brownlow is to be escorted out of the country by 
a military force sufficient to protect him from violence, in accordance 
with the pledge given by General Crittenden. 

In relation to the abuses mentioned, the Secretary expects you to be 
vigilant and energetic in suppressing them. Colonel Leadbetter, who 
commands on the line of the railroad and the adjacent country, will give 
you particular instructions. 

Respectfully, 
A. T. BLEDSOE, 
Chief Bureau of War. 


BOWLING GREEN, Ky., January 4, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK, Columbus, Ky.: 


Sir: Your letter in relation to the Branch Bank of Kentucky, in 
which you say that you hold possession under seal of the assets of said 
bank, and ask me to indicate the manner in which you shall proceed to 
turn the same over to the civil authorities of Kentucky, was delivered 
to me by Mr. Owens, the cashier. | 

The Provisional Government have some time since directed me to 
take possession of all the banks within our lines, with the intention to 
hold the assets for future disposition by the Government, as justice to 
all parties might demand. I wish you to continue your possession in 
our name until I write you. If the president, directors, and cashier 
will enter into such legal and moral obligation to me as will insure 
through them the continued safe possession of the assets, I will place 
the bank in their control; otherwise not. 

With great respect, 
GEORGE W. JOHNSON. 


P. S.—Sir: Since writing the within I have come to a conclusion 
with Mr. Owens, the basis of which will be shown you by him. Mr. 
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Owens will, however, return to this place in a week or ten days, and 
until we conclude our arrangements as to the assets of the bank, I wish 
you to hold possession of them in the name of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Kentucky. 
With great respect, 
GEORGE W. JOHNSON. 


ES 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., January 5, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 26th ultimo. | 

The positions of the enemy’s forces and those of the Confederacy 
stand. relatively as reported in my last letter. Since then the force 
here has been re-enforced by the arrival of the remainder of General 
Floyd’s brigade (except the batteries and two regiments which are at 
Nashville), and my whole force here may now be estimated at 23,000. 
1 hope after a while, when the officers shall have the opportunity to learn 
their duties, to be able to send accurate returns as often as may be de- 
sirable. 

I desire to ask your attention to the vast and methodized preparation 
of the Northern Government to carry on the war against the Confeder- 
acy with a purpose as inflexible as malignant. Their large and well- 
appointed army, only now held back till the highest point of efficiency 
is attained by instruction and discipline, must make every patriot con- 
template its forward movement with apprehension for the safety of the 
country, unless, awakened to the peril which menaces it, we make a cor- 
responding effort to meet their force and beat them back by an imme- 
diate development and application of all the military resources of the 
country, both of material and men, to that purpose. The rapid and 
energetic concentration of the power of the country to meet the mighty 
exigencies of the present moment must be brought to bear to sustain 
our cause, which every one feels will justify every sacrifice for its attain- 
ment. 

In the great question of liberty and national existence the magnitude 
of them will I hope suggest to the wisdom of the representatives (of the 
people) the necessity of augmenting the executive authority sufficiently 
to meet the occasion which now urgently calls for its exercise. 

If necessary, let us convert our country into one vast camp of in- 
struction for the field of every man able to bear arms, and fix our mili- 
tary establishment upon a permanent basis. Whenever a people will 
make the necessary sacrifices to maintain their liberty they need have 
no fear of losing it. 

General Polk asks to be re-enforced by McCulloch’s command, which 
he thinks is necessary to replace Thompson’s force at New Madrid, 
which he says is disbanded. He says McCulloch’s force is 10,000 men, 
now in winter quarters. I have been unable to obtain any reports from 
that command, and do not know its number and condition, and therefore, 
instead of giving any orders myself, request (presuming the Department 
informed) that, if MceCulloch’s force cannot be employed in co-operation 
with General Price’s, which the severity of the winter in North Missouri 
would probably prevent, one-half of the force be ordered to New Madrid. 

The occupation of New Madrid by the enemy would enable him to 
turn our defenses at Island No. 10, &c., a movement which could be 
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made by them with perfect security from Cape Girardeau, on account 
of the peculiar topography of the country, the route being on a ridge 
nearly the whole way, bounded on the sides by large and impassable 
swamps; it is also intersected by the railroad from Bird’s Point. 

General Polk’s force is now reduced to about 13,000 men, as he reports, 
by sending Bowen’s division here, the Third Mississippi to the coast 
(asked for by General Lovell, who, I may say, loaned this and a Louisi- 
ana regiment for the defense of Columbus last month), and the disband- 
ing of Thompson’s command. On account of these reductions it would 
be judicious to re-enforce him. 

‘Tnstructions with regard to the purchase of supplies for the commis- 
sary and quartermaster’s department have been given in conformity to 
your orders. The prices asked for beef are more moderate than they 
have been. Major Jackson informs me that at Hopkinsville and Galla- 
tin it may be had at 33? to 4 cents. The price for corn is 40 cents. We 
have not been able to accumulate a sufficiency of corn for the supply of 
this place on account of the difficulty of bringing it in from the country, 
our means of transportation being not much more than is needed for 
the troops. 

Apprehending that there might, notwithstanding the efforts of the 
quartermasters, be a deficiency, I have ordered the quartermaster at 
Nashville to send up 50,000 bushels. The price there is 60 cents, but I 
could not permit a sufficiency of supply to remain a matter of doubt. 

For the same reason I have ordered the Government agents to kill 
and pack here from 5,000 to 8,000 hogs, besides salt beef and pork to 
be brought from Nashville and Clarksville, to make a supply for four 
months. 

There has been among these people a great disinclination to take the 
Confederate currency, and this may have been the result of a hostile 
feeling towards the Confederacy, but at no time has this distrust been 
ereater or different from that which always manifests itself among a 
rural population on the introduction of a paper currency of the value of 
which they have but limited means of acquainting themselves. They 
are certainly not responsible for the sudden fall of the currency, and I 
presume have not asked a greater discount than was established in our 
own cities. 

The discount on the State and Confederate money may be presumed 
to have ma great measure been produced by the competition of our 
agents for purchasing meat in the buying of gold in Charleston, 
Savannah, Richmond,: and New Orleans, in which cities it rose from 
Norember to 20th December from 15 to 38 per cent. It then fell to 22. 

I beg leave to represent that the good policy of impressing supplies 
is not sustained by custom or experience. Whether among friends or foes 
it hasalways resulted prejudicially to the publicinterests. Inanenemy’s 
country they would place their supplies beyond reach or destroy them. 
To levy contributions in an enemy’s country and purchase from the peo- 
ple at customary rates I should think the better course. Whenever the 
raising of supplies among our friends by impressment has been at- 
tempted it has always resulted in indiscriminate robbery by pretended 
agents of the Government. The pork purchased by Government agents 
has cost largely above the ordinary rates, and it is hoped they have 
secured an adequate supply. The high price offered by exciting the 
cupidity of those who are awaiting the result of the contest to take sides 
has induced them both within and beyond our lines to fatten their hogs 
and bring them to market, which they would not have done for the cus- 
tomary rates. 
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The fine weather which prevailed till within two or three days past 
has been succeeded by rain, which usually falls here in sufficient quanti- 
ties when the winter sets in to make the unpaved roads difficult and 
for large trains impassable. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


JANUARY 5, 1862. 
Major-General PoLK, Columbus : 
You need not send forward Campbell’s regiment, if in your opinion 
it is at all necessary to retain it. 


I have asked for half of McCulloch’s force to be sent to you. 
A. 8S. JOHNSTON. 





Hpgrs. First DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., January 6, 1862. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond : 


I respectfully refer to you two papers, marked 1 and 2, which will ex- 
plain themselves. The paper marked 3 I desire to call your attention 
to. It refers to the law of promotion in the artillery corps in the State 
of Tennessee, and is a paper from Lieutenant-Colonel Haynes, of that 
corps.* 

The law of Tennessee, you will see, in the case of that corps, placed 
the power of appointment originally and the power to fill vacancies 
in the hands of the Governor of the State. 

The question is, Does the transfer of that army to the Confederate 
Government transfer the power of the Governor to the President? I 
suppose it does, but to avoid complication I prefer to submit the ques- 
tion to the War Department. If it does, then it becomes necessary that 
the offices of colonel and major of that corps should be filled, and the 
exigencies of the service require this to be done without delay. 

My opinion is that it would be best to make two corps of these com- 
panies, the number being too great to be comprised in one with ad- 
vantage; there would thus be a brigade of artillery. 

A large part of this force is under my command at Columbus and at 
other forts in my immediate division. At this point chiefly, where I 
have in fixed and field guns of various caliber 150 in different positions, 
you will at once see that the control of this large armament and its 
efficiency of condition demand a specific supervision. It should be 
under the direction of a single mind, of adequate capacity, resources, 
and energy. This is indespensable to make that arm tell as it should 
in our combinations for defense. It was for that service chiefly I nom- 
inated James Trudeau, of Louisiana, as brigadier-general. General 
Trudeau, who you know to be in command of the Louisiana Legion, is a 
highly accomplished artillery officer, educated in France, and has de- 
voted special attention to the artillery branch of military service. He 
has been with me now for the last month, aiding in placing the guns 
and arranging generally all the details necessary for putting this posi- 
tion in its present effective condition. A better appointment could not 
be made, and the services of such an officer are required to make the 


* Inclosures omitted as of no present importance. . 
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most of our resources. I hope the Government may see no reason for 
declining this appointment. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: L. 


Major-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT No. 1, 
New Orleans, La., January 7, 1862. 


Major-General POLK, 
Commanding, Columbus, é&c.: 


Sir: I was somewhat surprised to receive notice at this late hour 
of your intention not to send me the troops which were ordered to join 
you some weeks since at your pressing call. When these men were 
sent I distinctly notified General Johnston and yourself that when the 
enemy made his appearance here I should require them to be returned, 
and the two regiments were received by you with that implied under- 
standing. If not, you should have given me notice at the time, and I | 
should have made other provisions against an emergency. I did not 
expect that when I called for them the matter would be referred to the 
Secretary of War. The Third Mississippi Regiment is composed 
largely of men born and bred on the coast, thoroughly acquainted 
with all the inlets, bayous, and soundings of that peculiar country, 
and are absolutely necessary tome. They cannot be replaced by any 
other men that can be sent, and I must be permitted to insist that 
they be returned here. Many of them are fishermen and residents of 
the coast, and left their families there unprovided and unprotected, 
with the understanding that when the enemy should make his appear- 
ance I would recall them. They were lent you with that understand- 
ing, and it would reflect unjustly upon me if they were retained, to say 
nothing of the prejudice to the public service by retaining at Columbus 
(when other troops would do as well) a regiment peculiarly adapted 
and indeed raised mainly for the defense of the intricate coast of Mis- 
sissippi Sound. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. LOVELL, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, January 7, 1862, 


His Excellency JoHN J. PETTUS, 
Governor of Mississippt, Jackson: 


Your excellency’s telegram, asking me to send all companies now in 
Mississippi, raised under your (my) call, to report to General Lovell 
for Mississippi sea-coast defenses, has been received. 

Most solicitous for the safety of our coast and always anxious, Gov- 
ernor, to meet your wishes in the prompt manner in which you have 
always responded to mine, it is with regret I must here hesitate in 
complying, and for the following reasons, viz: 

+. The circumstances making my call a necessity for the defense of 
this frontier are unchanged, and here the most dangerous attack can 
be made on Mississippi, and here the stoutest resistance should be 
opposed to it. | 

2. I have sent to General Lovell more than the troops he has asked, 
in view of the landing on your coast. 
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3. I do not feel at liberty, so long as he is on the ground, fully advised 
of the movements of the enemy and acquainted with his means of resist- 


ance, to anticipate his wants, were this possible. 
A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


Abstract from return of troops at Columbus, Ky., for the week ending January 7, 1862, 
Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, commanding. 


~~ 




















Present for = a 
duty. 2 2, 
z ae 
ry a) 
Troops. 2 23 
3 = 
a &h urs 
i oO eg 
v ° fw eg 
9 A aL ey 
8 o vy) oh 
s) b= < < 
16t Division ccs ses -hdevnca: Kes seweses es Pris se cehe sates acess wees 295 | 3,963 | 4,258 6, 519 
Od UDivisiOl s2couuuste see sn ctetseacaece condate ciscenaceneaivesonwses: 252 | 2,984! 3,23 5, 149 
AQ: DIVISION ws.% os deaoessca cece’ cnceds eases ssc5 Oise Sieece side Ss se wewe eisree 2038 2, 752 2,955 4, 589 
Port: ColuM DUS: cscs es an ake derecscs Sec pietwdas ss tseucs acawes ewes seeee 119 | 1, 462 ne 581 2, 418 
POtal oie sas icesowea beacause sate vu eetecerieescwaeteeuterese 869 | 11,161 | 12,030 | 18, 675 





Weekly return of the command of Brig. Gen. F. K. Zollicoffer, Camp Beech Grove, Ky. 





f) 











B 12 | és 

oO. pai =o 

aS oO m 

Rice | eee 2 

=] sS On 
Troops. og Sh = 

@ 5, a & eS 

SS . =) Ve 

On M4 

° <= a Eh4e 

eS} 3 aL a 

ro) ra <q 
Col. W. B. Wood, Sixtec nth Alabama Regiment ....-.......--....---2-00---- 22 356 880 
Col. W. S. Statham Fifteenth Mississippi Regiment .-.....-.-...--.--------- 34 820 1, 025 
Col. T. W. Newman, Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment Fai ln die iat'n a ots mada sialet ie 31 307 920 
Col. D. H. Cummings, Nineteenth Tennessee Regiment .. .........---+---00-- 31 645 973 
Col. S. A. Battle, Twentieth Tennessee Regiment .......-...----- 22-24-2226. 32 662 916 
Col. S.S. Stanton, Twenty-tifth Tennessee Regiment .........-......-...----- 30 653 | 949 
Col. S. Powell. Twenty-ninth Tennessee Regiment .............-..... Spe sintered , 31 462 854 
Col. J. P. Murray, Twenty-eighth Tennessee RORIMENG: cc. oo cwe ences dace ct 44 704 892 
Licutenant-Colonel McNairy, First Battalion Tennessee . 15 197 329 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brazelton, two companies of Third Battalion Tennessee . 6 133 169 
Lieutenant-Colonel Branner, Fourth Battalion Tennessee ..........-....----- 22 314 580 
Lieutenant-Colonel McClellan, five companies Fifth ‘Tennessee.....-....2.0-. 18 297 469 
Capt. T. C. Sanders’ independent cavalry company..-.--..---6. seeeeeeeeee et 4 - 67 101 
Capt. W.S. Bledsoe’s independent cavalry company.......---...-----....e5-- 4 80 97 
Capt. A. M. Rutledge’s artillery company .-... ....--... 0.22. eee ee eee eee een ee 5 135 157 
Capt. H. L. W. McClung’ s artillery company ......-; Ss wie ai aiig ce ae wawaw side Miaws 4 79 106 


333 | 6,111 | 9,417 


For the week ending January 7, 1862. 
¥F. K. ZOLLICOFFER, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., January 8, 1862. 

(Received January 15, 1862.) 

Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: The calls made upon the Government from every assailable 
point on our frontier for additional force would make me hesitate to 
add to your embarrassment by asking for re-enforcements, were the 
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gravity of the occasion less which urges me to press upon your atten- 
tion the effort about to be made by the Federal Government, with a 
large army (estimated on reliable data at not less than 80,000), to in- 
vade the Confederacy through Central Kentucky towards Tennessee. 
They have justly comprehended that the seat of vitality of the Con- 
federacy, if to be reached at all, is by this route. It is now palpable 
that all the resources of that Government will, if necessary, be em- 
ployed to assure success on this line. The line of the Barren affords 
the means of a strong defense, but my force is not sufficient to enable 
me to avail myself of it (23,000). I do not ask that my force shall be 
made equal to that of the enemy, but, if possible, it should be raised 
to 50,000 men. 

I have hoped to be able to raise an adequate force by the aid of the 
Governors of the several States of this department, but notwithstand- 
ing zealous efforts on their part, thus far I have been able to draw to 
this place only a force which, when compared in number to the enemy, 
must be regarded as insufficient. There are three or four regiments 
still to come forward from Tennessee, armed with arms collected from 
the people, and some others waiting for their arms. These men are 
reaching us too late for instruction, and liable to measles, &c. They 
are as likely to be an element of weakness as of strength. 

If the public service would permit, I beg leave to suggest that a few 
regiments might be detached from the several armies in the field and 
ordered here, to be replaced by new levies. No doubt the strongest 
attack the enemy is capable of making will be made against this place, 
and we ought not surely to put in jeopardy the result ‘by failing to 
meet it with a force sufficient to place success beyond hazard. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. 8S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 





[HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, | 
: | | January 8, 1862. 
Brigadier-General CARROLL, Knoxville: 

Send forward at once to this place all theemen who [are] armed and 
ready for duty of the regiments of Colonels Looney and Gillespie. If 
they are part of your brigade, and it is not inconsistent with orders in 
East Tennessee, you will accompany the regiments here. 

A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General. 





Hpqgrs. FIRST DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., January 11, 1862. 


General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


GENERAL: I herewith send you by express the return of this division 
for the month of December as complete as it can be made at present. 

My available force is greatly reduced by sickness and absences. I 
have resisted all applications for leaves and furloughs as strongly as 
possible and have issued orders to bring back all absentees. 

There are many regiments in my division who are without arms and 
several poorly armed. The unarmed regiments are stationed at Forts 
Pillow, Donelson, and Henry, at Trenton, Union City, and Henderson 
Station. . | : 
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In my return you will find embraced the brigade of Brigadier- 
General Alcorn. His men are sixty-days’ troops from Mississippi, who 
are armed with every variety of weapon. They are sick with measles, 
raw, and undisciplined. This brigade cannot be expected to be very 
effective. 

I also send you a weekly report of the troops at this post,* and am 
sorry to remark that they have been much reduced by sickness. 

My effective force is now, a8 you will see, only about 12,000. 

I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure.} 


Abstract from return of the First Division, Western Department, Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 
C. S. Army, commanding, for December, 1861. 








Present for duty 3 a 
® os 
3 3 
Troops. 2 23 
3 =) 
a0 ts 
r) o 4 
bb 4 
80 ED 
<q < 
1st Division, Columbus....-..-.------- 5, 702 6, 519 
2d Division, Columbus. .....---------- 4, 602 5, 147 
3d Division, Columbus.... . .....----- 4, 292 4, 589 
Stewart's command, Columbus .....-. i. 2, 266 2, 418 
Fort Pillow, Henderson, and Trenton... 3, 870 4, 357 
Fort Henry..----.------------------08- 1, 655 1, 820 
Fort Thompson. ........--------------- 817 931 
Camp Beauregard ....-.- ------------- 2, 577 2, 831 
TOtal scccsacdies See acwceeaheseeees 72} 1,039 63 | 1, 277 | 25, 781 | 28, 612 
ne ee nr 
, / 
AGGREGATE PRESENT FOR DUTY. 
Infantry... 2.20.0 cccce ccc cce cece conc cnnee scence ccceseencnacncwesenscceccnssnscccsaucossccnes 12, 582 
AVAITY . 2. c enews ener cs ce geccceesenecenecewecleescccccnscscocsoconenensessnersncosesonscesees 1,111 
ATtillery .. 2.2.0.0 eee eo cc enc ccc cence cen n nce e cece eee nnee scence reemenscreascscare cane Bo cee deme 1, 340 
Grand aggregate...-.. ssscecnence cece enn ee cnn n ces tame eeccenecerncetscerenincscesccs cscs 21, 033 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, January 12, 1862. 


General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


Sre: I have the honor of acknowledging.receipt of your letter of 5th 
instant. 

I refrain from answering it in detail, because our views will be fully 
disclosed to Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn, just assigned to the command of 
the Trans-Mississippi District, of your department, with orders to re- 
port to you in person on his way to the West. | 

He will give you information relative to the condition of the army of 
General McCulloch, and will of course receive your orders in relation 
to the movement of forces to New Madrid, as suggested in your letter. 

Your obedient servant, 7 
| J. P. BENJAMIN, 


Secretary of War. 
* Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 

Bowling Green, January 12, 1862. > 

Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN Ce 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: Adjutant-General Whitthorne, of Tennessee, has inclosed to me 
a copy of the order issued by Acting Assistant Adjutant-General Groner, 
directing that no twelve-months’ volunteer company, battalion, or regi- 
ment shall be mustered into the service of the Confederate States un-. 
less armed, and also giving notice that General Carroll had been directed 
to muster out of service Colonel Gillespie’s regiment. . 

Believing as I do that the public interest requires that the depart- 
ment over which you preside should fully comprehend the practical 
operation of this order, I beg leave to state the facts in the midst of 
which I have had to discharge the duties of a commander in raising 
forces to repel the threatened invasion. 

Tennessee is generally sparsely populated. For this reason it is often 
impracticable to raise even whole companies in the same neighborhood ; 
hence squads have sometimes to be transported to some common point 
to form a company. The people, too, are both unwilling and often un- 
able to subsist themselves at their own expense after they have left 
their homes as volunteers and are awaiting organization and arms; 
nor will volunteers long remain together unless put under the control 
of law. ‘This fact is attested by the experience of every one who has 
commanded volunteers. 

For these reasons it was sometimes necessary to transport, subsist, 
and muster into service volunteers as they presented themselves. 
Neither the Confederate Government nor the State of Tennessee were 
in possession of public arms to put in the hands of the men, So as to 
make the arming and mustering-in coincident. Indeed, in the great 
scarcity of public arms, the Legislature of Tennessee found it necessary 
to pass an act by which the private arms in the State could be in- 
pressed and afterwards paid for. The Governor of that State and my- 
self conferred together upon the subject, and both concluded there was 
but one mode by which it was possible to get the volunteers and arm 
them, and I am happy to say that both the Governor and the Legis- 
lature of Tennessee have most zealously and patriotically co-operated 
with me. 

These arms have been and still are being gathered in from the people. 
Those fit for use are at once put in the hands of organized volunteers, 
and those arms requiring repairs have been and are being repaired with 
all possible dispatch. Whilst this was going on the volunteers were 
being collected at the rendezvous for the purpose of being organized » 
and armed. 

These squads, companies, and battalions were not brought together 
as independent organizations, but with the distinct understanding and 
for the express purpose of consolidation, organization, and arming. 

The Government thus secured their services ; otherwise they could 
not have been procured, and the time between mustering in and arming 
was profitably employed in giving the men all practicable instructions 
in their duties as soldiers. This it will readily be perceived was quite 
as necessary to their efficiency in the field as placing arms in their 
hands. ; 3 a 

If the mustering-in of these volunteers had been postponed in every . 
instance till arms were ready to be placed in their hands or such regi- 
ments as had been mustered in without arms had been on that account 
mustered out of service and disbanded, we would to-day have been with- 
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out a force to check the advance of the enemy, and our borders would 
have been open to the invaders. 

In reference to Colonel Gillespie’s regiment it is proper to state that 
General Carroll had reported it to me as armed and I had ordered it © 
to this place, and it is earnestly hoped that neither this or any other 
regiment will be ordered to be disbanded for the reason that they have 
not at the day of mustering arms in their hands. | 

The Governor of Tennessee is using every exertion to arm all the 
men who volunteer, and he informs me that he has every prospect of 
SUCCESS. | 

In view, therefore, of these facts and that the enemy are immediately 
in my front in great numbers and that we need every man it 18 possi- 
ble to get, I reiterate a respectful but earnest hope that the order will 
not be enforced by the department. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


ND 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, January 12, 1862. 
Col. W. S. STATHAM, 
Comdg. Fifteenth Regt. Miss. Vols., 
Hadgqrs. Gen. Zollicoffer, Upper Cumberland : 


COLONEL: Your application for the removal of your regiment to this 
place has been received by General Johnston. 

Fully appreciating both the past hardships of your regiment and the 
motives which induced the application he cannot comply at this time. 

The position of General Zollicoffer is too important and too exposed 
to permit of any reduction of force, particularly so great a reduction as 
the removal of your regiment would be. 

The general is satisfied that you will soon have an opportunity under 
General Z. of contributing to turn back the invaders of the South. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. W. MACKATLLT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





Hpgrs. FIRST DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
, Columbus, Ky., January 12, 1862. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS: | 

The time for the enemy’s attack on this post, for which he has been 
making such formidable preparations, is at hand. I have reason to be- 
lieve he will attack by land and water in a few days. His flotilla is 
composed of the gunboats, mortar boats, and transports enumerated in 
the accompanying slip. This is taken from one of their own publica- 
tions and verified substantially by other information. 

This flotilla is to be supported by a land force. Of the number com- 
posing this force we have no certain information, but we have reason 
— to believe it will reach from 30,000 to 50,000. 

Since taking possession of this place in September I have been ac- 
tively engaged in putting it in so complete a condition of defense as the 
means at my disposal would allow. These means have been far less 
than I desired. The work, however, is one of decided strength, and it 
will offer a stern resistance to any attack that may be made upon it. 

I regret to say that my force is much below what is required for the 
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work before it. I inclose a return* just furnished by the adjutant-gen- 
eral, so far as this post is concerned. I have only three regiments— 
Mississippi sixty-days’ men—that might be looked to for support. These 
are at Union City, under the command of Brigadier-General Alcorn, 
armed with every discription of fire-arms. 

I within the last fortnight, under a call from General Johnston, felt 
obliged to send him between 4,000 and 5,000 men, which I could not 
well spare. I have called upon the Governors of the States below us 
for aid. The aid has not been furnished as the necessities of my posi- 
tion demand it. We shall, however, make the best defense our circum- 
stances will allow. ’ 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., January 12, 1862. 


General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, ° 
Commanding Western Department, Bowling Green, Ky.: 

GENERAL: I think it proper to say to you that the preparations of 
the enemy which have been so long on foot for an attack on this place 
seem now to have been completed, and I am advised of his purpose to 
make that attack in the next three or four days. 

Of the character of his preparations for an attack by water you will 
judge by tne report of his force contained in the accompanying slip, 
which I am advised is reliable. I am also advised that he has concen- 
trated a large force at and around Cairo for a land attack. This force 
is made up chiefly of that which has been occupied with General Price 
in Missouri, and which, since he has fallen back on Arkansas, they feel 
at liberty to withdraw. This land force is estimated at 40,000. 

My information is that they intend to move on New Madrid with 
one column, on Union City, via Feliciana, with another, and on this 
place with a third; landing his troops in Puntney’s Bend, on this side 
the river. This information I believe is reliable. 

As to the force at my disposal I have kept you constantly advised. I 
have not failed to use every exertion practicable to have it strengthened 
by calls upon the Governors of the States below us and upon the Gen- 
eral Government. 

I regret to say that these calls have not been responded to as I de- 
sired or as the necessities of my position demanded; especially as it 
became necessary to detach a portion of my force to aid you in your 
recent emergency. As things now stand I have two regiments of in- 
fantry and two companies of artillery posted in a well-constructed 
closed work at New Madrid, mounting twelve guns. They are Arkan- 
sas troops. 

Thompson’s men have been disbanded and not yet re-enlisted. At 
Camp Beauregard I have about 1,000 cavalry; at Union City three 
regiments of sixty-days’ men, under General Alcorn. 

“My own force at this place, you will see, amounts to about 12,800 
men ready for duty. You will see we require support. I1f you could 
give it, it would-be timely and acceptable. | | 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* Not found. | 
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Enemy’s flotilla, under command of Commodore Foote: . Thirty-eight 
mortar boats, with one 13-inch mortar each; twenty-eight transports ; 
twelve gunboats, fifteen guns, 32 and 48 pounders, except the Benton, 
which has an armament of eighteen guns, two of which are 9-inch Dahl- 
gren’s, the others 32 and 48 pounders. 

The armament is distributed to fire on either side, three in the bow 
and two at the stern. 

The mortar boats have no propelling power, but are towed into posi- 
tion by small tug-boats. 





Hpers. First DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., January 12, 1862. 
Maj. A. C. MYERS, 
Quartermaster-General, Richmond, Va.: 


Sire: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of December 
17, and in regard to it have to say that as there appears to be, from 
your communication to the Secretary of War, some misconception of 
the circumstances under which the amount passed to my credit, viz, 
$390,010, was expended, that an explanation in regard to it should at 
this time be made. 

It has so happened at various times that the quartermaster at 
Memphis, Major Anderson, was without funds, and was by the depart- 
ment prohibited from borrowing. In consequence of the failure of the 
quartermaster’s department at Memphis to meet its obligations pur- 
chases necessary for the support and efficiency of this army could not 
be made on a promise to pay. My division quartermasters and com- 
niissaries could not carry on their respective departments without 
funds, and under these circumstances I did not hesitate to call on the 
banks of Memphis for aid. They responded to that call to the amount 
of $200,000, $100,000 of which was placed in the hands of Quarter- 
master J. G. Finnie, whose receipt therefor is herewith inclosed, and 
who will account for the disbursement thereof to your department. 
The other $100,000 was placed in the hands of Maj. W. W. Guy, com- 
missary, whose receipt is also inclosed. The remaining $190,010 was, 
as you justly remarked to Mr. Benjamin, expended by quartermaster 
Maj. Thomas Peters previous to the arrival of Major Anderson at 
Memphis. Vouchers for this amount he has, and I will, with the nec- 
essary statement of its expenditure, forward them to you as soon as it 
can be made out, which will be now in the course of a very few days. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





CAMP NEAR BARREN RIVER, 
: January 12, 1862. 
Major-General HARDEE, 
Commanding Confederate Army, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


GENERAL: The scouting party sent out under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Woodward have returned to Glasgow. The enemy are not advancing 
in this direction; they, however, report that several regiments have 
left Columbia for Burkesville. I have also learned from another 
reliable source that from 2,500 to 3,000 of the enemy have left Colum- 
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bia for Burkesville; that two or three more regiments have left the 
same place, under Colonel Bramlette, with the intention of marching to 
some point on the Cumberland River above the position occupied by 
General Zollicoffer. 
{ understand that General Zollicoffer’s force is at Mill Creek, about - 
5 miles above Creelsborough and 20 miles above Burkesville. If such 
is the: case, the enemy have gone to Burkesville for the purpose of , 
cutting off his supplies up the Cumberland River. The force left 
at Columbia is small. _ 
I have this morning employed a good man as a spy. 
I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 
| | B. H. HELM, 
Colonel, Commanding First Regiment Kentucky Cavalry. 


ta 





[HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, | 
Bowling ‘Green, January 13, 1862. 
Maj. V. K. STEVENSON, 
Quartermaster, Nashville: 
From information just received the enemy are perhaps advancing on 
Burkesville. Don’t let a steamboat go above Gainesborough. 
| W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





CAMP BEAUREGARD, January 14, 1862—6 a. m. 


Maj. GEORGE WILLIAMSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


My scouts have reported the enemy 6,000 strong at Mayfield. The 
locomotive if at Fulton, entirely out of order. My transportation is 


limited. 
R. H. BREWER, 
Major, Commanding. 





Fort HENRY, January 14, 1862—(via Danville). 

General POLK: : | 

A messenger reached here just now from Paducah with information, 
from a reliable source,, that a division of 60,000 men, supported by 
eleven gunboats and thirty mortar boats, carrying not less than 160 
guns, will move up Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers on next Thurs- 
day. I sent copy of letter by mail. | 

A. HEIMAN, 


Colonel, Commanding Fort Henry. 





BOWLING GREEN, January 14, 1862. 
General PoLK, Columbus: 

Have received information this morning that great preparations are 
making to attack Columbus. All the gunboats ordered to Cairo. One 
of General Polk’s men deserted, and now at Paducah. They say Pillow 
has resigned, and that the bulk of your force has left for this place. 

Force at Paducah ordered to be ready to move. 

W. W. MACKALEL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Abstract from weekly report of the Central Army of Kentucky, Major-General Hardee, com- 
manding, for January 14, 1862. | 


{Headquarters Bowling Green, Ky.] 
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Hpars. First: DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
; Columbus, Ky., January 15, 1862. 


- Major-General LOVELL, New Orleans: | 


Str: I am in receipt of your letter of the 7th, on the subject of the 
return of the Third Mississippi Regiment Volunteers and the Thirteenth 
Louisiana, and I regret very much to find that events have placed both 
myself and you in a very embarrassing position in regard to them. In 
your letter of the 23d of November you expressed a wish that as soon 
as you (I) are able to replace these regiments by others you will re- 
turn them in pursuance of that wish. I have not failed to attempt 
a compliance with that request, and had General Johnston not felt 
himself so pressed as to makeit necessary to draw on me for re-enforce- 
ments (about 5,000), I could have sent these regiments to you. Hav- 
ing no reason to believe at the time that force was sent forward that I 
should be called on very soon, perhaps not at all, for these regiments, 
I thought it proper to count on retaining them, at least until I could 
get relief elsewhere; therefore I regret to say I have been disappointed. 
My force, when the re-enforcement was sent to General Johnston, was 
reduced to a minimum, and it has not since been increased. ‘The enemy 
in the mean time is within three hours of my position; has been concen- 
trating a large force for an attack upon it, and, as my information is, has 
now about completed his plans of preparations for that purpose. To- 
day and to-morrow are the days fixed upon for that attack. I trust, 
therefore, that my call upon the Secretary of War to know if he could. 
not relieve you by sending you other regiments will not be construed 
into the least indisposition on my part to restore them to your com- 
mand, but only an effort through the proper department to secure relief 
to our common cause all around. 

I have to say, in conclusion, that the first moment I can do so with 
safety to my position I will send this force to you with pleasure. | 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. L. POLK, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., January 15, 1862, 


Brigadier-General TILGHMAN, 
Commanding Forts Henry and Donelson: 


GENERAL: Your letter of January 14 has been received.* The in- 
formation is most important. The general desires me to say that we 
now require vigilance and energy, and he is satisfied that in these you 
will not fail. He hopes to stop the movement for some time on this 
line, and that Generals Polk and Tilghman will delay them on the 
others. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant. | 
Ww. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


aa tS 


WaR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
kichmond, January 16, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK, Columbus, Ky.: 


Sir: I have the honor to nelnowled se your favors of 5th, 6th, and 
Sth instant, the last offering to the Department, as your contribution 
to its trophies, a flag captured at the glorious battle of Belmont. Please 
accept my most oratetul thanks, and be assured that it occupies already 
the conspicuous ‘place in the adornment of the office of the head of the 
Department which is eminently due to the memories associated with it. 

I now revert to the details of business presented in your letters. 

I. I would take great pleasure in acceding to the request of Colonel 
Burch in relation to his proposed method of raising a regiment if I 
had the power by law. My views entirely coincide with yours and his, 
but the present state of legislation does not permit me to yield to his 
wishes. I am happy, howev er, to say that a bill is now pending in Con- 
2TeSS, and, if passed, as I hope, I shall be able to do what Colonel Burch 
desires. 

Il. I have, as requested by you, ordered the promotion of Captain 
Finnie to the rank of quartermaster of brigade, with grade of major. 

III. The questions presented by the organization of the Corps of Artil- | 
lery in Tennessee are complicated and embarassing, owing to the condi- 
tion of the legislation of Congress on the subject. I have brought the 
matter to the attention of that body in my report at the commencement 
of the present session, and am told that in a day or two a law will be 
passed authorizing promotions in that arm of the service, for which at 
present there seems to be no warrant. I have not now the time to poirt 
out the difficulties which lie in the way of adopting the course suggested 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Haynes, and hope that by the passage of the law 
just referred to I may be able to do all that he desires. I will simply 
suggest, as the first of all difficulties, that there is no law authorizing 
or recognizing any organization of artillery in the Provisional Army or 
in the volunteer forces other than by regiments and battalions. 

IV. I shall order the necessary funds torwarded at onte for the East- 
port. 

V. The whole of the difficulties in the Western (Trans- Mississippi) 
Department will now, I trust, be at an end, as General Earl Van Dorn 
has been assigned to its comm and, and. is now on his way to report to Gen- 


* Not found. 
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eral A. S. Johnston. This renders unnecessary any response to your 
communications to the President and myself relative to the aid required 
from the troops now in Arkansas. 
I am, yours, very respectfully, 
; J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





WAR DEPARTMENT, C. BS. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 16, 1862. 


General W. C. WHITTHORNE, Nashville, Tenn.: 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
Sth instant. You are right in supposing that I was not aware of the 
facts in relation to the regiment of Colonel Gillespie when I ordered it 
to be disbanded, and I am gratified that you retained the order without 
execution till you could hear from me. I thought the regiment was one 
raised by Colonel Gillespie and tendered directly to the Confederate 
States, and my orders had been so explicit and unconditional that he 
could receive no unarmed twelve-months’ men, that I at once directed 
it to be disbanded. If I had been aware that it was raised by Gov- 
ernor Harris, and that he had undertaken to arm it within a reasonable 
time, I should certainly have been satisfied with his assurance, and 
would never have been guilty of the discourtesy of evincing any doubt 
of his intention to arm the regiment by requiring that the arms should 
be given in advance. Pray present this apology to Governor Harris, 
and tell him that if he knew the incessant and ingenicus attempts to 
force by indirection the acceptance of twelve-months’ unarmed men 
against the steady refusal of the Department, he would not be surprised 
at any effort to repress promptly such disingenuous practices. | 


I am, respectfully, J. P. BENJAMIN 
— Secretary of W ar. 





ForRtT DONELSON, January 16, 1862. 
Major WILLIAMSON: | 
The following telegram received : 


Colonel QUARLES, Commanding at Clarksville ; : 

Information has just’ reached me, from a source that I consider reliable, that the en- 
emy at Calhoun intend to move most of its force to the Ohio; thence by boat up the 
Cumberland to Canton; thence on you at Donelson, and General Clark at Hopkins- 
ville. The force to move from Calhoun to be 12,000 strong. The movement to be made 
from Calhoun on Saturday next. 

This information is from a wealthy gentleman who lives near Trenton, Ky., and who 
at his own expense keeps up a system of espionage on the enemy at Calhoun. He sends 
me word by his courier that he is in communication with an officer of high rank in the 


enemy’s camp at that place. 
POWHATAN ELLIS, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





Fort DONELSON, January 16, 1862. 
Brigadier-General TILGHMAN, Fort Henry: 


DEAR Sir: All orders have been promptly obeyed. There was no 
delay that I am advised of in executing order in regard to ammunition. 
All things are ready. I have thrown out pickets below; have had- 
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them stationed so as to give us the earliest possible information. I 
have had the whole command turned out and put to cutting timber and 
preparing rifle pits, so as to protect the approaches. Everything will 
be done that can be accomplished by energy and industry. The men 
are cool and determined. Most of the sick were sent off yesterday. 
Respectfully, yours, &c., | . 
J. M. HEAD, 


Colonel, Commanding Post. 





COLUMBUS, Ky., January 17, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: 


The enemy has ‘commenced his movement on Columbus. I require 
strong re-enforcements. I will send the Third Mississippi forward so 
soon as the relief you promised shall arrive. 

L. POLK. 


eS 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
. Bowling Green, January 17, 1862—7 p. m. 
General PoLK, Columbus: 


General Johnston places under your command the two regiments at 
Henderson Station; one is armed, the other will be in a few days. 
They will probably be needed at Fort Henry. 

| W. W. MACKALL, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ForT HENRY, January 17, 1862—4 a. m. 
Major WILLIAMSON: 
We have four gunboats, one transport, and I think one mortar boat 
just below us. I am prepared for this much. Will report further. 
LLOYD TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


Fort HENRY, January 17, 1862—9.30 a. m. 
Colonel WILLIAMSON: - 


Three of the gunboats have opened on us out of their own range. I 
have not returned the fire, but proceed with my preparations. Men very 


cool. 
TILGHMAN., 


HEADQUARTERS FORT DONELSON, 
January 17, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. LLOYD TILGHMAN: 

Sir: Eight boxes of guns arrived here yesterday and two the day 
before. Seven of them were sent down to the fort this morning, and 
Colonel Head has been informed that the other three are in the ord- 
nance office. Knapsacks, haversacks, and canteens also arrived, and a 
great proportion of them distributed. Upon information that it was 
wanted, have telegraphed Captain Wright to send 50 shell for the 
8-inch howitzer and different ammunition for small-arms. I also tele- 


6 
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graphed Governor Harris, asking him, if possible, to send two unarmed 
‘companies to assist in working heavy guns; have also instructed Major 
Jones to telegraph for tarpaulins to coverammunition. Noindications 
of approach of the enemy as yet. All of the guns mounted, and plenty 
of ammunition for all, with the exception of the shells alluded to above. 
Ten days’ provisions and forage will be sent intocamp to-morrow. Cap- 
tain Dixon and Colonel Head both report that every preparation to 
meet an attack has progressed favorably to-day. The military board 
promised Dr. Maxwell the male college as a hospital for our sick, but. 
to-night they telegraph that Dr. Lyles insists upon taking it for sick 
that he expected from Hopkinsville. I have telegraphed the facts in 
the case to Colonel Mackall and asked him to instruct the military 
board what to do. The sick left here this morning on the General An- 
derson. I instructed Major Jones to telegraph Major Stevenson for the 
horses and mules due on his requisition of December 24 and for three 
ambulances and thirty litters. 
Very respectfully, 
POWHATAN ELLIS, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


| Moscow, January 17, 1862. 
Major-General POLK: | 
My night scouts have just returned from Clinton and report 15,000 
of the enemy at Milburn, and they are waiting for others to come up. 
: T. H. LOGWOOD, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


TE 


Camp DESHA, Moscow, January 17, 1862—6 p. m. 
Major-General POLK: 

The bridge on Obion, between Clinton and Milburn, was destroyed last 
night. I took my command to that point; learned the enemy had left 
Milburn going east, whether to Camp Beauregard or to Paducah I could 
not learn, but think the latter. Allsafe here. Other scouts will report 


to you to-night. 
: J. H. MILLER, 
 Tieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 


? 





BOWLING GREEN, Ky., January 17, 1862. 
General CLARK, Hoptitsvilie: 


Dispatches for you sent this morning. In no event allow the enemy 
to anticipate you at Clarksville. Make arran gements accordingly. 


Confidential. 
W. J. HARDEE, 
Major-General. 





COLUMBUS, Ky., January 17, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: 
I have in my camp a regiment without a gun. I understand that a 
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quantity of the arms from the Glad@ator have been brought in. Will 


you not send me a sufficient number to arm this regiment? 
L. POUK. 





Hpqrs. FIRST DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, January 17, 1862. 


W. W. MACKALL, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


I writé for the information of the general to say that the enemy is in 
motion to attack this place, as I have already advised. He is concen- 
trating a force at Milburn, made up of that from Paducah and a force 
from Cairo, and my scouts bring the intelligence that it is now 15,000 
strong and awaiting accessions. A force also is being concentrated on 
Mayfield Creek above, to compose another column. | 

My effective force, as you will see by the return sent you yesterday, 
is a fraction less than 13,000. | . 

The plan of the enemy, from information received, is to make a demon- 
stration with the former force, and draw out so much of my command as 
they may induce to leave my defenses, then to drop down their flotilla 
and shell the post heavily, so as to demoralize it as much as possible; 
then to make an assault with the column from Mayfield Creek. Their 
whole force is reported to be 40,000. 

In view of the paramount importance of holding this position, which 
is the key to the whole Mississippi Valley, it has appeared to me that 
my first duty was to make everything bend to the accomplishment of 
that object. This will require me to take no risk which may involve its 
loss. 

To comply with the enemy’s programme, as above indicated, would 
in my judgment be to take that risk. In view, then, of the smallness 
of my force, I see nothing left me but to strengthen my position and 
await his coming, making only such diversions as may be attempted 
with safety, throwing the responsibility of taking care of such force 
as we cannot dispose of on the War Department and the people of the 
States around us generally. 

It is an alternative I should gladly have avoided, but the inadequacy 
of the force at my disposal leaves me none other. The soundness of 
this position, in my judgment, cannot be disputed, especially as I have — 
provisions enough in store within my lines to last a force of 25,000 men 
one hundred and twenty days. 

I have resoived, therefore, to stand a siege, and look to the general 
for such aid as the War Department and the country may afford him 
for relief. We will, in maintaining our position, of course hope that the 
support required will be furnished as early as practicable. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


PP. 8.—These views are submitted as the result of my reflections on 
the facts as now presented. ‘You will of course be advised from day 
to day. 





BOWLING GREEN, January 18, 1862. 
Captain WRIGHT, Ordnance, Nashville: ; 


General Tilghman telegraphs from Fort Henry that he wants ammu- 
nition, large and small. He gives the following statement of his arma- 
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ment, viz: Nine 32s and one rifggd 24-pounder, one smooth-bore 24- 
pounder, one 12-pounder, one 10-inch, with no ammunition and no 
loading fixtures. 

If you have requisitions of General Tilghman fill them ; if you have 
none, see from the above statement and your books what is necessary 


and send it. Answer. 
WwW. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


@ 





NASHVILLE, January 18, 1862. 
Col. W. W. MACKALL: . 

Complete set of implements went with 10-inch columbiad to Henry 
and 100 rounds ammunition for same sent two days ago. They have 
there 782 rounds complete for 32-pounders; 274 12-pounder, fixed; 300 
for 6-pounder, fixed; 100 rounds for 24-pounder rifled gun; 150,000 small- 
arm ammunition, besides lead, powder, and caps. At Donelson 904 
rounds complete for 32-pounder; 165 12-pounder; 100 10-inch columbiad ; 
250 12-pounder howitzer; 190 6-pounder; 72,000 small-arm; besides 


lead, powder, and caps. 
M. H. WRIGHT, 
Captain, Artillery, Ordnance Officer. 





BOWLING GREEN, January 18, 1862. 
Col. W. R. Smita, Tuscumbia, Ala. : 


CoLoNEL: Fort Henry, on the Tennessee River, is attacked. Gen- 
eral Johnston directs you to move all the efficient men of your regiment 
by railway to the crossing of the Tennessee and thence to Fort Henry. 


Answer. 
Ww. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





Hpors. Frrst REGIMENT KENTUCKY CAVALRY, 
Camp at Skegg’s Creek, January 18, 1862. 


Brigadier-General BUCKNER. 
Commanding Second Division, Bowling Green: 

GENERAL: I am satisfied that the enemy are concentrating a large 
force to attack General Zollicoffer. From the best information I can 
get not less than fifteen regiments have passed through Columbia. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Woodward will hand you this dispatch; he went 
in command of a scouting party within 15 miles of Columbia, and can 
give you information about the movements of the enemy on General 
Zollicoffer. 

I fear that the enemy do not intend to attack the army at Bowling 
Green, but will quietly send forces in the direction of General Zolli- 
coffer, both above and below him, on the Cumberland River, and by 
that means get a large force into East Tennessee. I do not know the 
strength of General Zollicoffer’s division, and I fear the enemy are mov- 
ing on him ip such numbers as te overwhelm him. It seems to me that 
if we permit the enemy to get into East Tennessee it will be a serious 
blow to our cause. 
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I understand that Major Hays is ordered to draw money to pay the 
soldiers of your division from the 1st of November. Two companies of 
my regiment have pay due them from the Ist of October and several 
from the 5th of October. Can you not alter the order so that Major 
Hays will pay my regiment from the 1st of October ? | 

I am, truly, yours, 
B. H. HELM, 
Colonel, Commanding First Regiment Kentucky Cavalry. 


BOWLING GREEN, Ky., January 19, 1862. 


J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 


I desire the Government, if it be possible, to send a strong force to 
Nashville and another to Memphis. The movements of the enemy in- 
dicate his intention to turn General Polk’s right by the Memphis and 
Ohio Railroad. Their preparations to attack General Polk in front and 
on his flank seem to be of immense magnitude. Since my last report 
the enemy have established themselves on my right at Burkesville, 
about 40 miles below General Zollicoffer, on the Cumberland. This 
Burkesville torce is estimated from 2,500 to 3,000. 7 

A. 8. J OHNSTON, 
General, C. SB. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling ee January 19, 1862. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond : 


SiR: On the 17th Fort Henry, on Tennessee, was atten by three 
gunboats, accompanied by transports. They did not approach near 
enough for their Shot to reach; our batteries, though ready, did not 
reply. They have certainly landed troops and wagons from their trans- 
ports a few miles below the fort, on the west side of the river. 

Reports from Paris last night ‘report a mixed column of 6,000 men 8 
miles west of Murray, marching on Fort Henry, and a column of 2 000 
marching on Murray from a point on the Tennessee north and east of 
Murray. 

A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. 8. Army, 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, January 19, 1862. 
Major-General PoLk, Columbus: 
GENERAL: Did you receive ay letters of December 10? General 
Johnston wishes to know. 
The enemy are advanced near Murray; Paris their probable destina- 
tion. The general calls your attention to the suggestions made in that 


letter. 
W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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CAMP NEWBERN, 
Greene County, Alabama, January 19, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: = 

Sir: Since addressing you a few days ago I have been credibly 
informed that another company of Union men are secretly organizing, 
and have elected their officers, in adjoining county to the one where the 
300 are encamped I wrote you about, which it is supposed are intended 
to act in concert with them. They are avowed Union men, and have 
‘never declared what their intentions were. The superintendent of the 
military institution at Tuscaloosa is inclined to believe their intentions 
are to secure the prisoners at Tuscaloosa. I have the promise of one 
field piece and can get another and half the State Cadets, if necessary, 
to disperse them, if it is your order to do so. Iam having their move- 
ments closely watched, and will keep you advised of them if you think 
it necessary. I am satisfied something serious is intended from all I 
ean gather. The Governor does not feel authorized to issue orders to 
me, as we are intended for the Confederacy, but is willing for half the 
Cadets to act with me. I would be pleased to have an order to CO-Op- 
erate with any other troops that might be ordered there. 

I am having the shot-gun and country rifle altered so as to carry the 
Minié ball with as much precision and effect as the true Minié rifle, 
and a few will excel it in accuracy and range. I am succeeding very © 
well with my battalion; have good quarters, and getting them pretty 
well drilled. Iam trying to induce them to re-enlist for the war, and 
think I will succeed after a while. Be glad you would send me author- 
ity under your hand to receive them for the war. Iam giving all my 
attention to these matters. 

Yours, with great respect, 
ROBT. P. BLOUNT, 
Commanding Battalion. 


P. S.—The officers are getting anxious about their commissions. I 
have accepted and mustered the three companies I sent you according 
to the law in your circular. The other companies have not the legal 
number to be mustered yet. 





COLUMBUS, Ky., [January] 19, 1862—4 p. m. 
General TILGHMAN: 


Your dispatch of 18th, 11 p. m., received. Am informed column [of ] 
4,000 infantry, 600 cavalry, and two batteries of artillery were mov- 
ing from Farmington towards Murray. Have sent 1,000 cavalry to at- 
tack their column in rear and to harass them; will send also two regi- 
ments infantry from the rear [as] soon as they can be put in motion. 
Keep me advised. 

L. POLK. 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, January 20, 1862. 
Major-General HARDEE, 
Commanding Central Army of Kentucky: 


GENERAL: I am instructed by General Johnston to say you will 
detach from the corps at this place a body of 8,000 men (due propor- 
tions of the three arms), consisting of General Floyd’s brigade and so 
much of Buckner’s as will bring the number up to 8,000. 
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This command will proceed to Russellville, the infantry and its bag- 
gage by rail and the artillery guns, the cavalry and artillery horses 
marching together. 

General Floyd will receive all information you have in relation to 
the enemy on Green River; be instructed to protect our line from this 
point by rail to Clarksville. 

He must judge from after information whether he shall march straight 
upon the enemy, now reported at South Carrollton, or wait for further 
developments of his intentions. 

It is sufficient to say he must get the best information of the move- 
ments of the enemy southward from the river, and beat them at the 
earliest possible opportunity. 

Respectfully, &c., 
Ww. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Camp Beauregard, January 21, 1862—7 o’clock. 


Major-General PoLk, 
Commanding C. 8S. Army, Western Department : 


GENERAL: The accompanying dispatches * you will read with pain- 
ful interest. My command is mostly in; but few of our wagons have 
arrived. We are now here for the winter, as the roads are almost impas- 
sable. Our arrangements should be made accordingly. Can nothing, 
general, be done to stop the invader? It will be a dark day when the 
soil of Tennessee is polluted by his footstep. O, for a brigade now 
here to fall upon him! My command is distressingly small, as our late 
scouting and moving through sleet, snow, and ice has sickened men 
and crippled unshod horses. 

I will do what I can to harass and cripple the enemy. Cannot two 
good regiments of infantry be called from below somewhere and placed 
here under a practical, judicious brigade officer? With them and the 
advantage of the roads and season (which is equal to two regiments) 
we can stop the ruthless invader. You must devise, and subordinates 
execute. I will keep you constantly advised of the movements of the 
enemy and will try to do my duty. 

Yours, most respectfully, 
| J. H. MILLER, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 


P. S.—I have no pen, ink, 6r envelopes. Please send the post-boy. 





CLARKSVILLE, January 21, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. W. J. HARDEE, Bowling Green: 


My DEAR Sir: Our forts are still in an unfinished condition, and 
will remain so, unless the 2,000 men who are now here are ordered to 
work on them immediately; if necessary, night and day. As yet no 
work has been done by the soldiers, and if half we hear is true we 
have no time to lose. There is a great deal of work done on the forts, 
but they are unfinished, and in the present condition do no earthly 
good, and are no more effective for defense than if they were in their 
original condition before a spade of dirt was removed. More energy 
must be infused into the work of preparation here for defense, or we 


* Not found. 
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will be unprepared, if the enemy should pass Fort Donelson and march 
around it. We hear the enemy are in force 6,000 strong at Murray, about 
25 miles north of Paris. We don’t know the truth of this report, but 
the pecple of Paris are in a great state of excitement about it. They 
believe the report to be true. 

I understand the authorities here have again sent out over the 
country to collect in the negroes to finish these forts. This will neces: 
sarily produce delay, though none could be finished before the negro 
force can be assembled if the soldiers were detailed for the work. Last 
night twelve companies arrived here from Nashville, and we have now 
here two regiments, one under Colonel Quarles, and the other under 
the command of Colonel Voorhies. 

I need not apologize for my urgency, for I cannot and ought not, in 
the position I occupy, to stand still in such a moment as this. 

Ever your friend and obedient servant, 
GUS. A. HENRY. 


{Indorsement. ] 
ENGINEER’S OFFICE, 
January 25, 1562. 

I have just received a telegraphic report from Mr. Edward B. Sayer, 
assistant engineer at Clarksville, in which he says “work progress- 
ing very well now; 200 slaves and 50 soldiers at work; 24-pounders 
mounted; one 12-pounder also mounted.” 

I have directed him to mount the 32s in the water battery at mouth 
of Red River. 

[J. F. GILMER, | 
Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 





HEADQUARTERS, 
Knoxville, Tenn., January 21, 1862. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: The troops under my command are now stationed as follows: 

Of the Georgia Third Battalion, one company is at Union, where the 
bridge over the Holston River is being rebuilt; one company guarding 
the bridge at Carter’s Station; one company at Elizabethton, the 
county seat of Carter County; and four companies, much reduced by 
sickness, are at Greeneville. 

The North Carolina Twenty-ninth, Colonel Vance, are distributed 
thus: One company at Midway; one at, Lick Creek Bridge; one at 
Morristown; one at Strawberry Plains;"one at Flat Creek; two at 
Loudon; one at Charleston, Tenn., and two at Chattanooga. 

Outwardly the country remains sufficiently quiet, but it is filled with 
Union men, who continue to talk sedition, and who are evidently wait- 
ing only for a safe opportunity to act out their rebellious sentiments. 
If such men are arrested by the military, the Confederate and State 
courts take them by writ of habeas corpus, and they are released under 
bond to keep the peace; all which is satisfactory in a theoretical point 
of view, but practically fatal to the influence of military authority and 
to the peace of the country. It seems not unlikely that every prisoner 
now in our hands might or will be thus released by the Confederate 
court, even after being condemned by court-martial to be held as pris- 
oners of war. 

It is reported to-day that several fragmentary companies recruiting 
in different counties ostensibly for the service of the Confederate States 
have suddenly disappeared; gone to Kentucky. . 
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It is confidently hoped that the bridge over the Holston at Union 
will be completed in the current month. | 
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
D. LEADBETTER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Extract from weekly report of troops stationed at Forts Domelson and H enry (Iourth Division, 
Western Department), under command of Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, C. S. Army. 
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Fort Henry............ 102; 2,037 |; 2,188 | Last week’s report; re-enforced by Colonel Stacker’s 
regiment—say 600 men. 
Add Colonel Stacker .. 38 461 847 | Last week’s report. 
Fort Donelson ......... 89 | 1,103 | 2,175 | Present report. 
Grand total........ 229 | 3,601 d, 210 


SSNS 
POWHATAN ELLIS, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Fort DONELSON, January 21, 1862. 


Maj. GEORGE WILLIAMSON: 


Sir: General Tilghman is absent at Fort Henry. General Bushrod 
R. Johnson is in command of this post. This morning, after the above 
report was made out, Lieutenant Clayton, who reported here this morn- 
ing, Was sent over to Fort Henry with a 12-pounder brass howitzer and 
a detachment of 15 men from Captain Maney’s light battery. Thirteen 
guns were fired on the Tennessee River this afternoon, supposed to be 
at or near Fort Henry. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
POWHATAN ELLIS, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Abstract from weekly return of the command at Cumberland Gap, commanded by Col. 
James Ii. Rains, for January 21, 1862. 
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, | 
Bowling Green, Ky., January 22, 1862. 


General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector-General : 


Str: 1 have ordered Major-General Hardee to detach 8,000 troops, of 
infantry, artillery, and cavalry, to Russellville, and the movement 18 
now going on. The infaMtry and artillery, with baggage, camp equi- 
page, subsistence, &e., by railroad. The wagon train unloaded and 
artillery horses, guarded by the cavalry, will move on the common road. 

The enemy have moved from Calhoun and Rumsey, on Green Kiver, 
to South Carrollton, and General Smith, commanding enemy’s forces on 
the Tennessee, turned yesterday from Murray towards Pine Bluff, on 
Tennessee River, 10 miles below Fort Henry. 

General Polk had ordered a movement of 1,000 cavalry and two regi- 
‘ments of infantry towards the rear of the enemy. The badness of the 
roads on the route to Paris and the movement on his rear has made 
him relinquish his march to the railroad at Paris, which it is presumed 
he desired to cut before investing Forts Henry and Donelson. 

The roads can only be traveled over with great difficulty in most 
localities on account of the great quantity of rain which has fallen, but 
should the ground freeze, the force which is going to Russellville will 
seize the first favorable opportunity to attack the enemy at South Car- 
rollton, unless a movement in force up the Cumberland should make it 
nevessary to go to the support of Clarksville. At Russellville, 23 miles 
hence, they will be in a position to act effectively in either direction. 

I will send to Tilghman at Fort Henry two regiments of volunteers 
from Henderson Station, 15 miles from Jackson, Tenn. (on the route 
from Humboldt to Corinth), so soon as they receive their arms, which 
are now ready for them at Jackson. 

If the Burnside expedition goes elsewhere than New Orleans or on 
the coast of that region, troops may temporarily be spared from New 
Orleans. General Lovell and the Governor, I understand in that event, 
would be willing to send them. I hear of no movement of the enemy 
on my front here. : 

I have just received a telegram from General Hindman, commanding 
the advance from this position, announcing the defeat and death of 
General Zollicoffer at Webb’s Cross-Roads, on the road from his posi- 
tion to Columbia. I inclose a copy of the telegram. If my right is 
thus broken as stated, East Tennessee is open to invasion, or if the 
plan of the enemy be a combined movement upon Nashviile, it is in 
jeopardy, unless a force can be placed to oppose a movement from 
Burkesville (100 miles from Nashville) towards Nashville. Movements 
on my left, threatening Forts Henry, Donelson, and Clarksville, have, I 
do not doubt, for their ultimate object the occupation of Nashville. I 
have already detached 8,000 men to make Clarksville secure and drive 
the enemy back, with the aid of the forve at Clarksville and Hopkins- 
ville. But to make another large detachment towards my right ‘would 
leave this place untenable. The road through this place is indispen- 
sable to the enemy to enable them to advance with their main body. 
They must have river or railroad means of transportation to invade 
with a large force. While it is of vital importance to keep back the 
main body, it is palpable this great object cannot be accomplished if 
detachments can turn my position and attack and occupy Nashville 
and the interior of the State, which it is the special object to defend. 

A reserve at Nashville seems now absolutely necessary to enable me 
‘to maintain this position. A successful movement of the enemy on my 
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right would carry with it all the consequences which could be expected 
by the enemy here if they could break through my defenses. If I had 
the forces to prevent a flank movement they would be compelled [to] 
attack this position, which we doubt not can make a successful defense. 

If force cannot be spared from other army corps the country must 
now be roused to make the greatest effort that they will be called upon 
to make during the contest. No matter what the sacrifice may be, it 
must be made, and without loss of time. Our people do not compre- 
hend the magnitude of the danger that threatens. Let it be impressed 
upon them. | 

The enemy will probably undertake no active operations in Missouri, 
and may be content to hold our force fast in their position on the Po- 
tomac for the remainder of the winter; but to suppose with the facil- 
ities of movement by water which the well-filled rivers of the Ohio, 
Cumberland, and Tennessee give for active operations, that they will 
suspend them in Tennessee and Kentucky during the winter months is 
a delusion. ; 

All the resources of the Confederacy are now needed for the defense 
of Tennessee. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


: {Inclosure.] 


A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, General, C. S. Army:] 


Louisville Democrat of 21st instant, just brought down by Captain . 
Morgan, from Rowlett’s, contains account of fight between Zollicofter 
and Thomas and Zollicoffer’s defeat and death. It says: 

Zollicofier, learning from his spies that Thomas was marching down from Columbia 
with between 5,000 and 6,000 men, determined to take him by surprise, and, attacking 
him with a superior force, cut him off before re-enforcements reached him. Taking 
10,000 men, he marched out of his intrenchments and at 6 o’clock Sunday morning 
commenced the fight. Battle raged hotly and furiously until about noon, when the 
rebel forces were put to flight in disorder, leaving 200 killed and wounded on the field. 
Among the killed was Bailie Peyton, jr., on Zollicotter’s staff, and among the wounded, 
who shortly afterwards died, was Zollicoffer himself, found in a wagon. The loss of 
Federal side estimated at 70 killed and wounded—probably more. Rebel force fled to 
their intrenchments, and Thomas waited until Monday morning to attack and capture 
or cut them to pieces, but rebels had crossed the Cumberland during the night, leaving 
everything behind them, without even destroying anything. 

The fight is reported as having occurred at Webb’s Cross-Roads. 
The first news received at Louisville was by dispatch from General 
Thomas himself. The number of the enemy engaged is not stated, but 
among the others were the Ninth Ohio, Tenth Indiana, and Nineteenth 
Regulars. Will send you paper by train this evening. 

T. C. HINDMAN, 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, January 22, [1862]. 
Governor HARRIS, Nashville: 

General Tilghman telegraphs that enemy is marching from Murray 
to Pine Bluff at 2 p. m. yesterday. Bad roads and Polk’s movements 
upon his rear, with 1,000 cavalry and some regiments infantry, have 
changed enemy’s course. Arm the two regiments at Henderson Sta- 
tion. Lieutenant Wright will furnish ammunition and powder-horns, 
if he has them. They will receive orders as soon as I am notified that 


this is done. 
A. S. JOHNSTON. ° 
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Hpaqrs. First DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., January 22, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: The movement in regard to the re-enlistment of troops for the 
war is one which must impress us all with its paramount importance, 
and I have already taken measures to inaugurate that movement in 
this division. 

The attention of my army is now being fixed in this direction, and I 
earnestly hope that no impediment will be permitted to remain in the 
way of its successful consummation. As the tide of patriotic feeling 
rises it Should be promptly met by the Government. There is but one 
way in which this can be done. In the very incipiency of this move- 
ment I should be placed in possession of a sufficient amount of funds 
with which to discharge the bounty claims of those re-enlisting. This 
rising feeling should not be permitted to cool, and I beg leave respect- 
fully to ask that I be immediately so pecuniarily placed as to enable 
me to secure for the war the services of those who are now ready to 
re-enlist, as well as those who are daily manitesting a desire to do so. 

You will from your knowledge of the strength of the force at my 
command judge of the amount that should be remitted. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





Hpqrs. First DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., January 22, 1862. 


His Excellency Governor PETTUS: 


GOVERNOR: I am in receipt of your dispatch promising me such 
support as you can afford. It is of the utmost importance that the 
South, the whole South, should put forth its strength at this juncture 
in Kentucky. A strong, bold, and determined eftort now will go far 
towards settling our future for us. I have developed my views to 
General Alcorn very fully, and beg to refer you to him for them. We 
have the men to do the work demanded, but I am profoundly impressed 
with the fact that our people are not alive to the critical condition of 
things before us and around us. We should have, and must have, an 
additional force of at least 30,000 men to put the Kentucky frontier in 
a condition of effectual defense. If we can have this aid shortly we 
can settle this war, and I hope we who are bearsng the burden of the 
common defense will be sustained by our countrymen in the States 
around us. 

Referring you to General Alcorn for the details of my views, I have 
the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, January 23, 1862. 
Major-General LOVELL, New Orleans: 
I am out of lead. Crittenden defeated and falling back. Send a 
supply by passenger train to Captain Wright, Nashville, if possible. 
; A. 8S. JOHNSTON, 
General. 
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Hpgrs. First Division, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, January 24, 1862. 
W. W. MACKALL, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I have kept you advised by telegraph of the condition of things and 
the course of events here since the enemy made his late demonstra- 
tion. 

What the particular object of it was has not clearly transpired. 
That it was intended to make a demonstration on Tennessee River 
seems the only thing which has been made plain. I am advised also 
that General Grant, who was with the column above Mayfield Creek, 
Stated that they (lis column) returned because the support he expected 
from Saint Louis was prevented from reaching him by the ice. 

I have been constantly advised of the position and movements of 
the enemy and the condition of his troops. General Smith moved 
from Paducah to Mayfield with a column of infantry, artillery, and 
eavalry, in all about 5,000; thence to Murray, where he turned part of 
his force towards Tennessee River. My last information is (up to yes- 
terday) that the rest of his force was moving “west,” which means, I 
suppose, towards Mayfield. 

I have ordered Crain’s field battery and Gee’s Arkansas regiment 
from Memphis to Tennessee River Bridge; also Lea’s regiment from 
Henderson Station; also Browder’s, from the same station to the 
Same point, So soon as armed. I also ordered about 1,000 cavalry to 
move upon his flank. These are of my immediate command. I am 
perfectly satisfied that to do the work before us as it should be done 
we ought to have an additional force between this and the Tennessee 
River of at least 40,000 men, and the sooner we get this force and get 
it in position the better; and now is the time to make the preparation 
necessary. Let it not be postponed until we shall have them to deal 
with, but do it beforehand. 

I hope the measures necessary to prepare this force may be inaugu- 
rated as early as possible. We have the men and the resources, and 
they should be employed. 

J am continuing to strengthen the defenses of this post. 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| L. POLK, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
: Bowling Green, January 24, 1862. 
Captain M. H. WRIGHT, 
Ordnance, C. S. Army, Nashville: 

Sir: You will send to General Crittenden, by the Cumberland River, 
for Monsarrat’s battery, composed of three 6-pounders smooth bore 
and one 8-pounder rifled cannon, a supply of spherical case for 6s and 
Shell for the rifled gun. J understand there is no deficiency except in 
these particulars, 

There will be also needed a full supply of ammunition for 4,000 mus- 
kets—about 2,500 Harper’s Ferry percussion and 1,500 flint-lock, old 
pattern, and perhaps some small supply for shot-guns. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. 8S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


‘ 
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Abstract from-weekly report, January 25, 1862, of troops at Columbus, Ky., Major-General 
Polk, commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Knoxville, January 26, 1862. 
General S. COOPER. 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: It is thought here that the fugitives from General Crittenden’s 
army may not exceed a thousand total. The general is understood to 
have fallen back on Livingston, and thence to be in communication with 
Nashville, through Gainesborough and the river. In this case we can 
readily restore to him, via Nashville, some 200 fugitives already arrived 
at this place. If re-enforced there by General Floyd, as rumored, he 
wil effectually threaten the enemy’s flank, and if in sutticient force, will 
doubtless prevent an advance on Knoxville; but the people here are 
anxious lest the two regiments of East Tennessee known to be with the 
enemy Should enter the northern counties of Scott, Campbell, &c., all 
disloyal, raise those counties in more open rebellion, destroy the bridges, 
and inaugurate a civil war. Those regiments, broken up into com- 
panies, might move from Somerset without commissariat, and through 
the mountain paths, as they always have done in the opposite direction. 
The moment they get into the State they are surrounded by friends, and 
the railroad line and the Government packing establishments are en- 
dangered. 

We have on the line of the road a regiment and a battalion, four or 
five companies of which might possibly be spared for field service. At 
Knoxville is Gillespie’s regiment, not well armed, and scarcely more than 
sufficient to guard the Government establishments. Two battalions are 
also here unarmed, unorganized, and not fusible into a regiment. 

Just before the defeat of General Crittenden’s army I had dispatched 
all the cavalry available, some 400, to Scott County, under orders to 
destroy the rebels in arms there, and they had only reached Mont- 
gomery when the fugitives of the army were met. I have directed them 
to report for orders to General Crittenden, and, if not needed by him, 
to carry out their original instructions. 

The Department is well aware of my opinion as to the political con- 
dition of Hast Tennessee. Only a little aid and comfort are needed to 
place it in open hostility to the Government. 

Iftroops can by possibility be spared, two or three additional regiments 
should be held disposable here, or be so placed as to hold the northern 
counties in check. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. LEADBETTER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, January 27, 1862. 


Colonel GorGAS, Chief of Ordnance, Richmond, Va.: 


Wanted at once for Fort Henry, Tennessee River, two 10-inch colum- 
biads, with carriages, chassis, and implements complete. 

For defense of Nashville, as soon as practicable: Three field batteries, 
of Anderson’s guns, if possible; twenty-five 12-pounders, siege carriages; 
twenty 18-pounders, siege carriages; twenty 24-pounders, siege carriages ; 
six columbiads, 10-inch or 8-inch, and six 32-pounder guns, with barbette 
carriages, chassis, and implements complete for all. 

For defense of Clarksville, Tenn.: Two columbiads, 10 or 8 inch, and 
two 32-pounders, with barbette carriages, and all complete; one field 
battery, six 12-pounders, six 18-pounders, and four 24-pounders, with 
siege carriages, complete; a field battery of Anderson guns to fill the 
place of those lost by General Crittenden. 

Can you supply carriages for the eight 24-pounder carronades sent 
to Nashville and for the five 42-pounders sent to Clarksville, Tenn.? 

A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General. . 





KNOXVILLE, TENN., January 27, 1862. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President Confederate States of America: 

Sir: The Army of the Cumberland is utterly routed and demoralized. 
The result is regarded with the profoundest solicitude. Confidence is 
gone in the ranks and among the people. It must be restored. Iam 
confident it cannot be done under Generals Crittenden and Carroll. 
There is now no impediment whatever but bad roads and natural ob- 
stacles to prevent the enemy from entering East Tennessee and destroy- 
ing the railroads and putting East Tennessee in a flame of revolution. 

Nothing but the appointment to the command of a brave, skillful, 
and able general, who has the popular confidence, will restore tone and 
discipline to the army, and confidence to the people. I do not propose 
to inquire whether the loss of public confidence in Generals Crittenden 
and Carroll is ill or well founded. It is sufficient that all is lost. 

General Humphrey Marshall, General Floyd, General Pillow, Gen- 
eral Sinith, or General Loring would restore tone to the army and rein- 
spire the public confidence. I must think, as everybody else does, that 
there has been a great mistake made. Every movement is important. 
Can not you, Mr. President, right the wrong by the immediate Presence 
of a new and able man? : 


Yours, truly 
LANDON C. HAYNES. 


TS 


NASHVILLE, January 27, 1862. 
J. D. C. AtKins, Member Congress : 

Crittenden can never rally troops [in] East Tennessee. -Some other 
general must be sent there. Federals advanced from Murray on Fort 
Henry. Before reaching Henry they retreated back to Paducah. All 
safe in that country. 

ISHAM’G. HARRIS. 
64 R R—VOL VII 
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Hpers. First DIvISion, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., January 28, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

I send to you Mr. N. R. Jennings, of this army, for the purpose of 
placing before you certain facts with regard to the condition of the 
defenses of that part of our frontier with which I am charged. 

Since I have been in command I have not ceased to press upon the 
State and Confederate Government the inadequacy of the force at my 
disposal for the service assigned me. These repeated representations 
have been met by occasional spasmodic efforts, which have fallen far 
short of our necessities. J have made use of the force at my command 
in placing this post in a condition of strong defense, by that means 
endeavoring to compensate for the want of numbers, but strong as it 
confessedly is, it will require troops to hold it, and these troops must 
be in numbers proportionate to the force to be brought against it. The 
enemy regard it as the main obstacle to their reduction of the Missis- 
sippi Valley, and are making preparations for that purpose proportion- 
ate to the importance of that object. We must have more force to en- 
able us to hold it, and more force to enable us to take care of our flanks. 
I have fully discussed our wants with Mr. N. R. Jennings, who is per- 
fectly master of the whole subject, and to whom I beg leave respectfully 
to refer you for particulars. 

Whatever is done must be done quickly and must be done effectually. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. POLK. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A,, 
Richmond, Va., January 30, 1862. 


General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Bowling Green, Ly.: 

Sir: Some painful rumors have reached the Department attributing 
the disaster to our arms at Somerset to the intemperance of General 
Crittenden, the commander of the army. 

The President can scarcely believe these rumors to be well founded ; 
but we are at too great a distance to inquire into facts. Many letters 
are also received here, by members of Congress and others, represent- 
ing that the army under General Crittenden and the people of Kast 
Tennessee have lost confidence in him, and that the morale of the army 
will be utterly destroyed by his remaining in command. 

* All such rumors are frequent in case of disaster, and for the most 
part unjust and unfounded; but the public service requires that they 
should at all times be sufficiently investigated to ascertain what foun- 
dation exists for them. I have therefore to request that you will in- 
stitute such inquiry into the facts and into the condition of that part 
of your command as may suffice to guide your own judgment; and, if 
the necessity exists, that you assign some other general to the com- 
mand of the army under General Crittenden, relieving him from his 
present duties and making such further orders in relation to him as in 
your judgment shall seem advisable for the good of the service. 
Your obedient servant, 
: J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 
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HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ky., January 31, 1862. 
His Excellency Gov. ISHAM G. HARRIS: 


I send to you and to the Legislature of Tennessee General Cheatham, 
for the purpose of placing before you certain facts with regard to the 
condition of defenses of that part of the frontier with which I am 
charged. Since I have been in command I have not ceased to press 
upon the State and Confederate Governments the insufficiency of the 
force at my disposal for the service assigned me. These repeated repre- 
sentations have been met by occasional spasmodic efforts, which have 
fallen far short of our necessities. 

I have made use of the torce at my command in placing this post in 
a condition of strong defense, thereby endeavoring to compensate for 
the lack of numbers. But strong as it confessedly is, it will require 
troops to hold it, and these troops must be in numbers proportionate to 
the foree to be brought against it. The enemy regard it as the main 
obstacle to their reduction of the Mississippi Valley, and are making 
preparations commensurate with the importance of that object. There 
need not be any undue solicitude in regard to the ultimate result. I 
regard this position in the condition of defense in which it has been 
placed as well-nigh impregnable, but we need a strong supporting force 
to take care of our center as it should be cared for, and to protect our 
flanks. It is entirely within the power of the General Government 
and of the States immediately interested to supply this force, and in 
numbers sufficient to enable us to defy effectually every assault. Ihave 
fully discussed our wants with General Cheatham, who is perfectly 
master of the whole subject, and to whom I beg leave to refer you. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 





EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Jackson, Miss., Jan. 31, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Bowling Green: 


Sir: I have to-day, in virtue of an act of the Legislature approved 
on the 29th instant, issued my proclamation, calling for 10,000 volun- 
teers to serve for the term of two years. I trust that it will be promptly 
responded to. The act authorizes me to designate the times and places 
of rendezvous within the limits of the State. | 

Owing to the fact that the account between the State of Mississippi 
and the Confederate Government remains unadjusted, and that other 
resources have been exhausted, I am without the means of subsisting 
the troops which may respond to my proclamation. 

I desire to know immediately whether you will not furnish provisions 
from the time they arrive at the places of rendezvous, of the designa- 
tion of which you will be hereafter informed. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
JOHN J. PETTUS. 





BOWLING GREEN, January 31, 1862. 
Captain MONSARRAT, Knoxville: 

Use every effort to bring together the stragglers from General Crit- 
tenden’s command, officersand men. Send them to Nashville to report 
to Captain Lindsay for orders. 

W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Abstract from return of the Central Army of Kentucky, Maj. Gen. William J. Hardee, com- 
manding, for January, 1862. 


{Headquarters Bowling Green, Ky.] 


Troops. 


1st (Hardee’s) Division ......-..----- 430 
2d (Buckner’s) Division ...--..------- 399 
Floyd’s division. ....-..------------- 147 
Bowen’s brigade...........--------- 197 
Clark’s brigade......------+---20---- 146 
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*Another return of these forces for the same period gives an “A soregate present” of 30,781. 





Organization of the Central Army of Kentucky, Maj. Gen. William J. Hardee, commana- 
ing, January 31, 1862. 


-Frrst DIVISION. 
Maj. Gen. WiLLI1AM J. HARDEE. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. T. C. HINDMAN. 


1st Arkansas. 

2d Arkansas. 

6th Arkansas. 

1st Arkansas Cavalry, battalion. 
Kentucky cavalry (Morgan’s). 
8th Texas Cavalry. 

Swett’s battery. 


Second Brigade. 


Col. P. R. CLEBURNE, 15th Arkansas. 


15th Arkansas. 
6th Mississippi. 
23d Tennessee. 
24th Tennessee. 
doth Tennessee. 


Third Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. S. A. M. WooD. 


7th Alabama. 

5th Arkansas. 

7th Arkansas. 

Sth Arkansas. 

9th Arkansas, battalion. 

3d Mississippi, battalion. 
44th Tennessee. 


Not Brigaded. | 


Arkansas battalion, artillery. 
1st Mississippi Cavalry. 


SECOND DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. SIMON B. BUCKNER. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN C, BRECKINRIDGE. 


2d Kentucky. 
3d Kentucky. 
4th Kentucky. 
5th Kentucky. 
6th Kentucky. 
2d Tennessee Cavalry, battalion. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. W. E. BALDWIN, 14th Mississippi. 


14th Mississippi. 
26th Mississippi. 
26th Tennessee. 
A4ist Tennessee. 


CHap. XVII.) 


Third Brigade. 
Col. J. C. BROWN, 3d Tennessee. 


3d ‘Tennessee. 
18th Tennessee. 
32d Tennessee. 


20th Mississippi. 
36th Virginia. 
0th Virginia. 


9th Arkansas. 
10th Arkansas. 
22d Mississippi. 
25th Mississippi. 

Ist Missouri. 
27th Tennessee, 


- 8th Kentucky. 

Ist Mississippl. 
3d Mississippi. 
42d Tennessee. 
7th Texas. 


Tennessee cavalry (Forrest’s). 
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Not Brigaded. 


Ist Kentucky Cavalry. 
1st Louisiana Cavalry. 


FLOYD’s DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN B. FLoyp. 
Slst Virginia. 
56th Virginia. 
Guy’s (Virginia) battery. 


BOWEN’S BRIGADE. 
Col. JOHN S. BOWEN, Ist Missouri. 


Eldridge’s battery. 
Hart’s battery. 
Hudson’s battery. 
Lyon’s battery. 
Miller’s battery. 


CLARK’S BRIGADE. 


Brig. Gen. CHARLES CLARK. 


8th Tennessee Cavalry, battalion. 
Huey’s cavalry (one company). 
Wilcox’s cavalry (one company). 
Williams’ cavalry (one company). 
Green’s (Tennessee) battery. 
Maury’s battery. 


Abstract from return of the First Division, Western Department, Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 


Troops. 


Ist Division...............- 
2d Division..... .........-. 
3d Division............... 
Columbus garrison.. ...... 
Miscellaneoust............ 


commanding, for January, 1862. 
{Headquarters Columbus, Ky.] 
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*Including General Polk’s staff. 

t At Camp Beauregard, Fort Pillow, Island No. 10, Moscow, New Madrid, Paris, and Trenton. 

t A return of the troops of the Western Departmeut, commanded by Major-General Polk, for the 
same period, gives the following ‘‘recapitulation:” 


Columbus................. 
Fort Pillow .............. 
Island No 10..........2... 


Effective total. 
Stations. 
Infantry. | Artillery. | Cavalry. 
SL Giecns eel donde merce o aeeae ete 12, 061 1, 260 307 
be tae isu Pietro ei pete etter eee 1064) | etesecoe Galedeceece 
wr aioin averers'n/atave wie ee Sota elera 6 eleva cise beers lies bie 207 le-wsdewse wed lo cote seetwcd 
Setlutewe Sieh te tinct VebecSecocdeses ela OS: | idwue'et Shee leudtateeeeede 
Cae real a es ee lt he 1, 036 126 eevee ee 
Rapala abet cee ca aa ee wry Cae ala ie rt rae oes Rahat alba tio oa 1, 093 
Met hee tips dott eh a wAee kA oesseoas 14, 826. 1, 380 1, 400 


NN A 
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Organization of the First Division, Western Department, commanded by Maj. Gen. Leoni- 
das Polk, C. 8S. Army, January, 1862." 


First DIVISION. 


2d Tennessee. 
12th Tennessee. 
13th Tennessee. 
15th Tennessee. 
21st Tennessee. 
22d Tennessee. 
Jackson’s battery. 


SECOND DIVISION. 
13th Arkansas. 


7th Kentucky. 
13th Louisiana. 


Mississippi regiment (Blythe’s). 


6th Tennessee. 
9th Tennessee. 
33d Tennessee. 

154th (senior) Tennessee. 
Montgomery’s cavalry. 
Polk’s battery. 
Rucker’s artillery company. 
Siunith’s battery. 
Stanford’s battery. 
Williams’ battery. 


THIRD DIVISION: 


5th Louisiana battalion. 
lith Louisiana. 
12th Louisiana. 

4th Tennessee. 
3ist Tennessee. 


Haywood’s cavalry (one company). 


Hudson’s squadron. 
Neely’s company (cavalry). 


Bankhead’s battalion light artillery. 


Stewart’s battery. 
Johnson’s siege battery. 


STEWART’S BRIGADE. 
Brig. Gen. A. P. STEWART, commanding. 
Ath Arkansas, battalion. 
5th Tennessee. 
West Tennessee battalion. 
Heavy artillery. 
Stewart’s artillery company. 
Upton’s artillery company. 
ForT PILLOW. 


1st Alabama, Mississippi, and Tennessee. 
40th Tennessee. 


IsLAND No. 10. 
46th Tennessee. 
TRENTON, TENN. 
47th Tennessee. 
NEW MADRID. 


llth Arkansas. 
12th Arkansas. 


PaRIis, TENN. 


Brewer’s battalion (cavalry). 

King’s Kentucky battalion (cavalry). 
1st Mississippi Battalion (cavalry). 
Captain Stock’s company (cavalry). 
6th Tennessee Battalion (cavalry). 


en Ss ee ee ee 
*Commanders of divisions not given on the return. The First, Second, and Third 
Divisions and Stewart’s brigade were stationed at Columbus, Ky. 
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Abstract from weekly report of the Fourth Division, Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman, command- 
ing, for January-31, 1862. 


| 














ee ae a 

| Present for| 8 

duty. a. 2 

on 

Stations. o | ae 

fad on 
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cs v oD 

.) 8 < 

TONG: TRODRY <i cgitic tse l as Geouheepavecede late t aon tes seca et eet eRe ieee 188 | 2, 845 3, 959 
FOr DOnelsOnaws Pc cei eae Selon le odeedeeecese eee eo eee seamcewale eo oeeces 161 795 3, 506 
PPO al age asnnsece Ate hie eto seen eh Peau see recaesteee | 349 3! 4,640 | 7, 465 





DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, 
Gainesborough, Tenn., February 1, 1862. 


General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Commanding Department of the West 


Sir: I have the honor toinform you that I am unable as yet to make 
out and transmit to you my detailed report of the engagement on the 
19th of January. This delay is owing to the delay of the officers of the 
command in sending up their reports. 

I would suggest “that this command be re- enforced by several well- 
drilled regiments at an early day. 

Inclosed I send you a Sketch of the section of the country.* You 
will see that this position of Gainesborough can be turned bythe enemy, 
and in many respects it is an unfavorable point. I cannot oceupy Liv- 
ingston or any point on the road from Livingston to the Walton road 
tor want of transportation to carry supplies to the camp from the river. 

I submit to vou, then, the propriety of occupying Chestnut Mound. 
To that point supplies can be easily hauled from river landings, and it 
is connected with Nashville, and also with Carthage, by a turnpike. 
Supplies of corn are abundant on Caney Fork, and could be brought 
down to a landing on the turnpike near to Chestnut Mound. 

I feel some embarrassment with regard to the course to be pursued 
towards those privates absent without leave from this command. The 
non-commissioned officers absent without leave I shall reduce to the 
ranks, and I will have the officers so absent proceeded against with 
the utmost rigor. 

Captain Morgan, a volunteer aide on my staff, bears this to you. He 
also bears an order from me, for publication in the journals of Nashville 
and Knoxville, commanding all absent from this command without 
leave to report themselves at these headquarters immediately. 

Being fully aware of the charges which have been made against me 
by fugitives from this command I have demanded a court of inquiry, 
and feel satisfied that an investigation will establish the facts that the 
battle of Fishing Creek and the subsequent movement were military 
necessities, for which I am not responsible. I feel assured that I shall 
have no difficulty in defending my conduct throughout these affairs. 


I remain, yours, &c¢., 
G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* Not found. 
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| FEBRUARY 2, 1862. 
Brigadier-General HINDMAN: 


I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 31st ultimo I 
proceeded, in obedience to your orders, to a point on Green River known 
as Camp Lynn, which is 6 miles above the Burned Bridge, where the 
Glasgow and Louisville turnpike crosses Green River. 

I reached Camp Lynn at 7 o’clock p. m. on the evening of the 31st, 
and the next morning commenced the work of felling trees and colt- 
structing the raft. 

When I endeavored to procure assistance from the people in the 
vicinity I found that they had taken the alarm, and that most of them 
(whites and negroes) had concealed themselves. 

The river during the previous night had fallen so much that the 
islands were beginning to appear, and the drift which had been run- 
ning was lodging upon them and upon the banks. Fearing, therefore, 
that during the time which would elapse while a raft of sufficient 
breadth to lodge, as was desired, was building, the water would become 
too low to float it the required distance, I turned the timber loose into 
the stream. 

I left the neighborhood at 2 o’clock p.m. February 1, and proceeded 
to the Burned Bridge, where I had learned that Iederal pickets were 
stationed. 

Having gotten within a short distance of the southern bank of the 
river I discovered 6 or 8 men in blue uniforms standing upon and near 
the abutment on the farther side. “When fired upon they retreated in 
considerable confusion, but shortly rallied and commenced a spirited 
fire in return; the effect of which myself and party under my charge 
did not remain to observe after hearing the rattling of the artillery, 
which was hurried towards the bridge immediately upon the commence- 
ment of the firing. 

On the morning of the 2d instant I went by the Burkesville and 
Woodsonville road towards the latter place. When within a mile and 
a quarter of Woodsonville some soldiers (either pickets or stragglers 
visiting the houses of the neighborhood) discovered us and ran towards 
camp. After moving cautiously along the road for perhaps a mile 
farther I came in sight of 2 cavalry pickets; in a few minutes they 
were joined by 8 or 10 footmen and about the same number made their 
appearance in the wood upon each side. Thinking it impossible to 
avoid these men and get closer to the camp I ordered the party I 
commanded to fire upon them, and drew several shots from them in 
return. 

Ireturned to camp through Horse Cave, and could discern no Fed- 
erals in that vicinity. 

Very respecttully, 
B. W. DUKE, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Detail. 


Leman 


| FEBRUARY 2, 1862.—Requisitions made by the Confederate Govern- 
ment for eleven ‘war regiments” from Alabama, twelve from Georgia, 
seven from Mississippi, and thirty-two from Tennessee.*] 


* Requisition will be found in Series IV, Vol. I. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 

) Richmond, Va., February 3, 1862. 

G. W. JOHNSON, 
Governor of Kentucky, Bowling Green, Ky.: 

Sir: Congress has recently passed a law entitled “An act to 
authorize the President to call upon the several States for troops, 
to serve for three years or during the war.” In accordance with its 
provisions I have been instructed by the President to make a eall on 
the several States for a number of men, to be enlisted for the war, 
sufficient to fill up a quota equal to 6 per cent. of the entire white 
population. 

Under these instructions the number of troops required from your 
State would be about 46,000 men, or about fifty-eight regiments, aver- 
aging 800 men each. Under the peculiar circumstances in which Ken- 
tucky is placed and the difficulties which embarrass her authorities 
I cannot hope that you will be able at present to meet this call, 
which it is, however,.my duty to make. I therefore respectfully call 
upon Your Excellency to have raised and mustered into the Confed- 
erate service the above-named number of regiments or as many thereof 
as may be possible for you to obtain. 

These regiments, as formed, will be mustered into the Confederate serv- 
ice, and will report, as fast as mustered, to General A. 8. Johnston, at 
his headquarters. They will be clothed, subsisted, and armed at the 
expense of the Confederate States, and each man will be entitled, when 
his company is mustered into service, to receive a bounty of $50 and 
transportation from his home to the place of rendezvous. 

It is earnestly hoped that Your Excellency will spare no pains to 
ha®e your troops ready for the field as promptly as possible. They 
will be joined by large re-enforcements from your sister States, and it is 
confidently believed that but a short period will elapse ere the soil of 
Kentucky will be freed from the oppression of the invader, and your 
whole people will be enabled to unite in a common effort for securing 
the blessings of peace and independence. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 





e | Secretary of War. 
GENERAL made Hpers. First Div., WEST. DEPT., 
No. 1%. Columbus, Ky., February 3, 1862. 


I. Colonel Wickliffe, Seventh Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, is 
hereby relieved from duty as military governor of the town of Colun- 
bus, and will report, with his regiment, to Colonel Stephens, command- 
ing Second Brigade of the Second Division. 

“TI. Lieut. Col. M. J. Wright, of the One hundred and fifty-fourth 
Senior Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, is hereby appointed military 
governor of Columbus, and he will be obeyed accordingly. 

III. Lieut. Col. M. J. Wright is hereby vested with the power to 
adopt such rules and regulations as he may deem necessary for the 
preservation of the good order of Columbus as a military post, subject 
to the approval of the major-general commanding, and on making pub- 
lic these rules and regulations they must be obeyed and enforced. 

IV. Lieutenant-Colonel Wright will adopt such measures aS he may 
deem necessary to prevent the egress and ingress of citizens and other 
persons not belonging to the army at this post and will issue orders 
accordingly. | 
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V. The commanding officer of the Second Division will furnish the 
military governor with such details for guard duty as he may require. 
Other details that may become necessary will be made from these head- 
quarters on the application of the military governor. 

VI. Daily reports will be made to general headquarters by the mili- 
tary governor, giving a list of arrests and prisoners, together with 
such remarks as may show the condition of the police of the town. 

VU. All steamboats arriving at Columbus, before discharging their 
freights or permitting any of their passengers to land, shall furnish the 
military governor with a list of passengers for this post and with their 
manifests. All steamboat captains will be held to a strict accounta- 
bility for any infraction of this order. 

VIII. No citizens or soldiers belonging to other armies shall be per- 
mitted to leave Columbus without a passport from the military gov- 
ernor, and all persons not belonging to this army, on their arrival at 
Columbus, shall register their names and places of residence at the office 
of the military governor, and obtain from him a permission to remain 
in town. 

IX. Capt. W. J. Whitsitt, of Company A, One hundred and fifty- 
fourth Senior, Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, is hereby appointed 
provost-marshal of this post, and will immediately report for duty and 
instructions to Lieut. Col. M. J. Wright. 

By command of Major-General Polk : 

Rk. N. SNOWDEN,’ 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 





Fort HENRY, February 4, 1862—5 p.m. » 
(Received Columbus, February 5, 1862.) 
General POLK: 

The enemy is landing troops in large forces on this side of the river, 
Within 3 miles of the fort. Their advance cavalry is at Boyd’s, 3 miles 
from here. 

I have sent the Dunbar to the mouth of Sandy after the two regi- 
ments there and the Appleton Belle is gone to the bridge after the 
remaining companies. There are eight gunboats and nine transports 
in the river. I have three pieces of light battery and two companies 
in a good position at the outer works on the Dover road, with direc- 
tions to move one of the pieces, if necessary, to Major Garvin’s position. 
They are not landing on the opposite bank, and it will perhaps be ptu- 
dent to bring some of the troops over here, but I will await your orders, 
or, What I would more desire, your presence. Come not without a large 
escort. I have sent Milton company to meet you, Should you come this 
evening. 

Above dispatch received from A. Heiman. 

TILGHMAN. 





Fort HENRY, February 5, 1862—11 a. m. 
(Received February 6.) 
Colonel MACKALL: ) 
If you can re-enforce strongly and quickly we have a glorious chance 
to overwhelm theenemy. Move by Clarksville to Donelson and across, 
and to Danville, where transports will be ready. 
Enemy said to be entrenching below. 
My plans are to concentrate closely in and under Henry. 
TILGHMAN., 
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Fort HENRY, February 6—12 m. 
General POLK: 

Your dispatches of 5th instant to hand.* Thank you for cavalry, 
but had rather have disciplined infantry. I must have two regiments, 
thoroughly armed and equipped, from you. Enemy strong 3 miles be- 
low, fortifying. They were re-enforced yesterday. Scouting parties 
engaged enemy’s pickets yesterday and our cavalry retired; lost one 
man. I re-enforced, and enemy retired. 

Don’t trust to Johnston’s re-enforcing me; we need all. I don’t want 
raw troops who are just organized; they areinmy way. Act promptly, 
and don’t trust to any one. 

TILGHMAN. 





Hpgrs. SECOND Division, C. A. K@NTUCKY, 
Russellville, Ky., February 6, 1862. 
Captain DERRICK, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Str: In accordance with the order received this morning, Captain 
Porter’s battery has been selected to report to General Pillow. It is 
my duty, however, to call the attention of the commanding general to 
the following facts: 

My division consists of three large brigades, one of which, with a 
battery attached (except one large regiment which is with me), is in 
advance of Bowling Green. Another battery has been detached to 
serve in the fortifications at Bowling Green. 

I have with me at this place two brigades of infantry and a large 
regiment of another brigade—in all eight regiments, or more than 
5,000 infantry. The absence of Porter’s battery will leave one brigade 
without a battery, there being only two batteries with me, including 
Porter’s, while I understand there are three or four batteries attached 
to the division of General Floyd at this place, constituting only about 
half the strength of the infantry of my division now here. I therefore 
respectfully request that the detail of Captain Porter’s battery be 
replaced by a detail of one of the batteries of the other division. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. B. BUCKNER, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding Second Division. 





CLARKSVILLE, February 6, 1862, 
(Received Bowling Green, February 6, 1862.) 

Capt. W. D. PICKETT: 

I have gone around and examined the works in front of this place. 
None of them are completed. : 

The only work with good command of the river will be submerged by 
a full river. This rise will probably put it under. But four heavy 
euns here and not one ready for use. No ammunition for any of the 
guns. 

General Clark left Hopkinsville this morning. No news to-day from 
below; river full and rising rapidly. 

Orders should go to Nashville to meet my requisitions promptly by 





* Not found. 
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telegraph. General Johnston may rely upon my doing all that is pos- 
sible. No artillerists here. Say to General Johnston that it is of the 
highest importance for defense of this place that he order Capt. W. H. 
Jackson’s battery here, and exchange with me some of the old regi- 
ments at Columbus of my division. 

Information of constant fighting going on at Fort Donelson. We 
hear firing to this place constantly. I am about dispatching special 
couriers. 

It would be well, I think, to order to this place as promptly as pos- 
sible additional force. If Donelson should be overcome, we can make 
no successful stand without larger force. 

Clark cannot reach here before 12 to-morrow, and will then be broken 


down by march. : 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Gainesborough, Tenn., February 6, 1862. 


General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Department of the West: 


Sir: I had the honor some days since to address you a communica- 
tion by my volunteer aide, Captain Morgan, suggesting the removal of 
my command from this point to Chestnut Mound. Besides being a bad 
position in a military point of view, Gainesborough is exceedingly un- 
healthy and an uncomfortable camping place, with no ground for drill- 
ing the troops. 

I have now the honor to inform you that, anticipating your orders on 
the subject, I am moving the division to Chestnut Mound. That is an 
elevated, healthy, and well-watered locality, where there is ground for 
drilling the regiments, of which they are very much in need. It is near 
to landings on the Cumberland River and Caney Fork, and connected 
with them by turnpike roads, and it connects with Livingston by a good 
ridge road. 

I leave for a few days the regiments of Colonels Murray and Stanton 
at this place with supplies for one month, and after a few days I shall 
order these regiments to Livingston, where, with supplies drawn from 
this point, they may be subsisted. I have ordered MeNairy’s cavalry 
battalion to proceed to-morrow to Livingston and to remain there. T 
had left Captain McHenry’s cavalry company at Livingston to picket 
and guard the roads leading from Kentucky, and to-day received infor- 
mation from Captain McHenry that two companies of Federal cavalry 
were on the Kentucky side Obey River. 

I will have the stores, except those to be left for the regiments of 
Murray and Stanton, removed from this point to the most convenient 
landing for the camp at Chestnut Mound by steamboat. 

My headquarters will henceforth be at Chestnut Mound. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


eee 


NASHVILLE, February 7, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: : 
Fort Henry fell yesterday. Memphis and Clarksville Railroad brid ge 
over Tennessee destroyed. Lost all the artillery and stores at Henry. 


e 
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General Tilghman, Major Gilmer, and about 80 men taken prisoners; 
balance of force fell back to Fort Donelson, on Cumberland River. 

A large increase of force to defend this [State] from Cumberland Gap 
to Columbus is an absolute and imperative necessity. If not success- 
fully defended the injury is irreparable. 

ISHAM G. HARRIS. 





BOWLING GREEN, Ky., February 7, 1862. 
General POLK: 
[You] will destroy the railroad bridges from Paris to Humboldt as 
far as practicable. 
A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General. 





BowLinG GREEN, Ky., February 7, 1862. 
(Memorandum. ] 


At a meeting held to-day at my quarters (Covington House) by Gen- 
erals Johnston, Hardee, and myself (Colonel Mackall being present part 
of the time) it was determined that, Fort Henry, on the Tennessee River, 
having fallen yesterday into the hands of the enemy, and Fort Donel- 
son, on the Cumberland River, not being long tenable, preparations 
should at once be made for the removal of this army to Nashville, in 
rear of the Cumberland River, a strong point some miles below that city 
being fortified forthwith, to defend the river from the passage of gun- 
boats and transports. 

The troops at present at Clarksville should cross over to the south 
side of that river, leaving only a sufficient force in that town to protect 
the manufactories and other property, in the saving of which the Con- 
federate Government is interested. 

From Nashville, should any further rtrograde movement become 
necessary, it will be made to Stevenson, and thence according to cir- 
cumstances. 

It was also determined that the possession of the Tennessee River by 
the enemy, resulting from the fall of Fort Henry, separates the army at 
Bowling Green from the one at Columbus, Ky., which must henceforth 
act independently of each other until they can again be brought together, 
the first one having for object the defense of the State of Tennessee, 
along its line of operation, as already stated; and the other one of that 
part of the State lying between the Tennessee River and the Mississippi. 
But as the possession of the former river by the enemy renders the 
lines of communication of the army at Columbus liable to be cut off at 
any time from the Tennessee River as a base by an overpowering force 
of the enemy rapidly concentrated from various points on the Ohio, it 
becomes necessary, to prevent such a calamity, that the main body of 
that army should fall back to Humboldt; and thence, if necessary, to 
Grand Junction, so as to protect Memphis from either point, and still 
have a line of retreat to the latter place or to Grenada, Miss., and, if 
necessary, to Jackson, Miss. 

At Columbus, Ky., will be left only a sufficient garrison for the de- 
fense of the works there, assisted by Hollins’ gunboats, for the purpose 
of making a desperate defense of the river at that point. A sufficient 
number of transports will be kept near that place for the removal of the 
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garrison therefrom when no longer tenable in the opinion of the com- 
manding officer. Island No. 10 and Fort Pillow will likewise be de- 
fended to thefast extremity, aided also by Hollins’ gunboats, which will 
then retire to the vicinity of Memphis, where another bold stand will 
be made. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, C. S. Army. 
W. J. HARDEE, Major-General. 


[FEBRUARY 8, 1862.—For Benjamin to Bragg and Lovell in reference 
to re-enforcements for General A. 8S. Johnston, see Series I, Vol. VI, 
pp. 823, 824. ] 


a 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, February 8, 1862. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Bowling Green: 


Sir: The condition of your department in consequence of the largely 
superior forces of the enemy has filled us with solicitude, and we have 
used every possible exertion to organize some means for your relief. 

With this view the following orders have been issued to-day and the 
following measures adopted: 

Ist. We have ordered to Knoxville three Tennessee regiments— 
Vaughn’s, Maney’s, and Bate’s—the First Georgia Regiment and four 
regiments from General Bragg’s command to be forwarded by him. 
This will give you in East Tennessee the following force, viz: As above, 
eight regiments. Add Gillespie’s Tennessee, one regiment; Vaughn’s ~ 
North Carolina, one regiment;* one regiment cavalry; Stovall’s bat- 
talion and another from Nori Carolina, together one regiment—total, 
twelve regiments, besides Churchwell’s command at Cumberland Gap, 
the other forces stationed at different passes by General Zollicoffer, and 
a number of independent companies. 

The whole force in East Tennessee will thus amount, as we think, to 
at least fifteen regiments, and the President desires that you assign the 
command to General Buckner. 

2d. The formation of this new army for Eastern Tennessee will 
leave General Crittenden’s army (augmented by Chalmers’ regiment 
and two or three batteries of tield pieces already sent to him) free to 
act with your center. 

Colonel Chalmers will be nominated to-morrow brigadier-general. 
You might assign a brigade to him at once. 

The President thinks it best to break up the army of General Crit- 
tenden, demoralized by its defeat, and that you should distribute the 
forces composing it among other troops. You can-form a new com- 
mand for General Crittenden, connected with your own corps, in such 
manner aS you may deem best. 

General Crittenden has demanded a court of inquiry, and it has been 
ordered; but from all the accounts which now reach us we have no 
reason to doubt his skill or conduct in his recent movements, and feel , 


* The records show no Vaughn’s North Carolina regiment. Probably R. B. Vance’s 
Twenty-ninth North Carolina. 
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convinced that it is not to any fault of his that the disaster at Somerset 
is to be attributed. 

3d. To aid General Beauregard at Columbus I send orders to Gen- 
eral Lovell to forward to him at once five or six regiments of his best 
troops at New Orleans. 

4th. I have sent to Memphis arms for Looney’s regiment; to Knox- 
ville 800 percussion muskets; to Colonel Chalmers 800 Enfield rifles 
for his regiment, and to you 1,200 Enfield rifles. The Enfield rifles 
will be accompanied by a full supply of fixed ammunition. They form 
part of a small cargo recently received by us, and of the whole number 
(6,000) one-third is thus sent to you, besides which we send 1,600 to 
Van Dorn. 

Sth. We have called on all the States for a levy of men for the war, 
and think that in very few weeks we shall be able to give you heavy 
re-enforcements, although we may not be able to arm them with good 
weapons. But we have another small cargo of Enfield rifles close by, 
and hope to have some 10,000 or 12,000 safe in port within the next 
two or three weeks. 

I forgot to say that the rifles already received may not reach you for 
eight or ten days, as they were introduced at a port quite far south. 

I am, your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Bowling Green, Ky., February 8, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: No reliable particulars of the loss of Fort Henry have yet 
reached me. This much, however, is known, that nearly all of the force 
at Fort Henry retreated to Fort Donelson, and it is said that General 
Tilghman and about 80 officers and men surrendered in the fort. 

The capture of that fort by the enemy gives them the control of the 
navigation of the Tennessee River, and their gunboats are now ascend- 
ing the river to Florence. Operations against Fort Donelson, on the 
Cumberland, are about to be commenced, and that work will soon be 
attacked. The slight resistance at Fort Henry indicates that the best 
open earthworks are not reliable to meet successfully a vigorous attack 
of iron-clad gunboats, and, although now supported by a considerable 
force, I think the gunboats of the enemy will probably take Fort Don- 
elson without the necessity of employing their land force in co-opera- 
tion, as seems to have been done at Fort Henry. 

Our force at Fort Donelson, including the force from Fort Henry and 
three regiments of General Floyd’s command, 1s about 7,000 men, not 
well armed or drilled, except Heiman’s regiment and the regiments of 
Floyd’s command. General Floyd’s command and the force from Hop- 
kinsville is arriving at Clarksville, and can, if necessary, reach Donel- 
son in four hours by steamers which are there. 

Should Fort Donelson be taken, it will open the route to the enemy 
to Nashville, giving them the means of breaking the bridges and de- 
stroying the ferry-boats on the river as far as navigable. 

The occurrence of the misfortune of losing the fort will cut off the 
communication of the force here under General Hardee from the south 
bank of the Cumberland. To avoid the disastrous consequences of such 
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an event I ordered General Hardee yesterday to make, as promptly as 
it could be done, preparations to fall back to Nashville and cross the 
river. 

The movements of the enemy on my right flank would have made a 
retrograde in that direction to confront the enemy indispensable in a 
short time. But the probability of having the ferriage of this army 
corps across the Cumberland intercepted by the gunboats of the enemy 
admits of no delay in making the movement. 

Generals Beauregard and Hardee are, equally with myself, impressed 
with‘the necessity of withdrawing our force from this line at once. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. 8S. JOHNSTON, | 
General, C. S. Army. 





BOWLING GREEN, February 8, 1862. 
General POLK: 
Destroy every bridge and trestle on the railroad from Tennessee 


Crossing to Paris. Send all telegrams by way of Montgomery and 
not via Florence. 


WwW. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 





PARIS, TENN., February 8, 1862—11 p. m. 
Major-General PoLK: | 


No further news from Donelson. Three of our steamers, viz, the Orr, 
Appleton Belle, and Lynn Boyd, were burned yesterday morning by our 
men to prevent them from falling into the hands of the enemy; all on 
board escaped safely. Five hundred Federal infantry and three trans- 
port boats are at the bridge, burning and destroying all the houses this 
side of the river. The bridge is now on fire. The condition of the 
roads prevented our bringing but few tents, without flies, but few cook- 
ing utensils, no extra clothing. The lives and health of the men re- 
quire that we should have some more necessaries if we are to remain 
here long. We leave in the morning and will camp a few miles east 
of this place, and will scout continually towards the river. The rolling 
stock on the railroad all safe. 

J. H. MILLER, 
Tneutenant-Colonel. 


| RUSSELLVILLE, February 8, 1862—12 p. m. 
Capt. W. D. PICKETT: 


In a communication from Green River to 12 o’clock yesterday no 
troops on this side; many deserters daily; troops considerably demor- 
alized; about 300 men supposed to have gone to Henderson; remain- 
der in vicinity of Calhoun. 

Messenger just in from Louisville. Opinion there that expedition up 
Cumberland and Tennessee chiefly a diversion, derived from opinion of a 
member of Buell’s staff. A reliable person, whose source of informationis 
from clerk of Cairo and Evansville boats, says entire fleet has left Cairo; - 
that five gunboats have gone up Tennessee River, and that the remain- 
ing gunboats and transports, to the number of sixteen, up the Cumber- 
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land, and that the entire land force on the two rivers was estimated 
at 12,000. 
Trains arriving from Clarksville. Hope to get all my troops to 


Clarksville by daylight. 
S. B. BUCKNER, 


Brigadier-General. 





CLARKSVILLE, February 8, 1862. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON: 


Srp: I received your order after night of the 6th and succeeded in 
getting nearly the whole command here by daylight this morning. 

A large proportion of the force has been sent forward to Fort Don- 
elson, and the balance intended for that place are going there as fast 
as they arrive. 

I will take every possible means at my command to ascertain the 
general plan of approach of the enemy; but we may not hope for much 
information upon that point beyond what can be gathered from gen- 
eral deduction. 

If the best information I can gather about these iron-clad boats be 
true they are nearly invulnerable, and therefore they can probably go 
wherever sufficient fuel and depth of water can be found, unless met 
by opposing gunboats. 

Unless I am misinformed as to these boats, the enemy will attempt 
to come up this river and destroy the towns upon its banks and every 
bridge across it. They can, to be sure, be kept confined to the rivers, 
but this will be done at heavy cost and inconvenience with the obstructed 
transportation we will have. 

I have ordered the large supplies of pork and other Government 
Stores at this. point to be sent to Nashville and deposited far enough 
from the river to be safe. 

The defenses here amount to about nothing. I think they have mis- 
taken the location of the work upon the river hill about 200 yards, 
whilst the one in the bottom is nearly submerged. I think the works 
should be strengthened here. This place is capable of being made 
very strong indeed. 

I wish it was convenient to send here at once a good engineer officer 
and a sufficient supply of intrenching tools. 

I wish, if possible, you would come down here, if it were only for a 
single day. I think in that time you might determine the policy and 
lines of defense. I will, however, do the best I can and all I can 
with the means at hand. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General, OC. S. Army. 


P.S.—I send you the inclosed copy of a communication from the 
engineer in charge,* that you may see the state of things in the work 
on the river hill. 





CORINTH, February 8, 1862. 
General POLK: 
Have just arrived here. News from Iuka since I passed that two 
gunboats were landing troops at the mouth of Bear Creek. I have 
a ate ee ee eee 


* Not found. * 
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sent Colonel Chalmers up; he has but 200 guns. I cannot reach 
Columbus until to-morrow evening. Three o’clock the gunboats in 
sight of Florence. 
B. F. CHEATHAM, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


GLADESVILLE, WISE COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 
February 8, 1862. 


General 8. CooPER, 
Adjutant and "Inspector General C. 8. Army: 


GENERAL: In obedience to your orders my force has fallen back to 
Pound Gap from the points selected by me on the Kentucky River for 
occupation. 

This country is more difficult than the Kentucky side of the mount- 
ains. Corn is at this village hauled 30 miles for common uses, and is 
selling at $2 per bushel, or $10 per barrel. I have therefore suffered 
the two Virginia regiments to pass behind Clinch River, and have 
directed Colonel Simms to forage his mounted battalion in the county of 
Scott or Lee, some 30 miles from this place. The Kentucky regiment 
of Colonel Williams and Ratcliffe’s company I have directed to come 
no farther in this direction than the Pound (4 miles this side of Pound 
(sap), and I have given liberty to the colonel, should he prefer it, to 
occupy the Kentucky side of the mountains, in Letcher, Harlan, or Pike, 
keeping these two points in view: Ist, subsistence, its possibility and 
cheapness; 2d, the protection of Pound Gap and Stone Gap. The head 
of the Poor Fork of the Cumberland is just against the Stone Gap on 
the other side. The Pound River flows from this side of the same point. 
I learn that wagons pass from that part of the Cumberland through 
here to the Salt Works near Abingdon. 

In fact, general, each day opens to me a more minute acquaintance 
with the frontier, and persuades me that I must examine it far more 
critically than has yet been done by any one to determine accurately 
what is required for its military defense. I shall improve the time 
during which I shall be detained in this vicinity-by putting a substan- 
tial defense at Pound Gap. With little comparative expense a fortifica- 
tion to hold 2,000 men can be established there. I will visit Stone Gap 
and make carefulreconnaissances of the position. Iwill observe, though, 
that this country, ike all mountainous countries, has much more fea- 
sibility for military passages than unskilled men give it credit for. I 
have seen no position from this to Paintsville cunless it shall prove so 
on the Cumberland Range) that cannot be turned within 10 miles of 
its center. 

Major Bonner is preparing accurate maps of this section so far as we 
have gathered knowledge, which I trust will be very acceptable to you, 
and which [ hope to bring with me to the Department. 

J have understood my official dispatch containing an account of the 
battle at the fork of Middle Creek never reached you. Is this true? 

I hear the enemy is ploying upon London, Ky. I mention it lest it 
may not come to you from Cumberland Gap, but do not vouch for any 
accuracy in the rumor. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
H. MARSHALL, 
. Brigadier-General. 
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RicumonpD, February 9, 1862. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Bowling Green: 


Large re-enforcements have been ordered to join you, and 5,000 men 
have been ordered up from New Orleans to Columbus. I write you in 


full by to-day’s mail. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





_ Ricumonp, February 9, 1862. 


G. B. BEVINE, Huntsville, Ala. : 

Your dispatch received.* Chalmers’ regiment, two field batteries, 
and part of Looney’s regiment have been ordered to Tuscumbia. Unite 
with them all who with their own arms will go to meet the enemy. 

The number of men who can have been transported by four gunboats 
should never be allowed to tread upon our soil and return. I hope you 


may also capture the gunboats. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


OE eed 


CoLumbBus, February 9, 1862. 
General POLK: 

Mr. Powers, the operator at Tuscumbia, informs me that the enemy 
took possession of the telegraph office in Florence and found out nearly 
everything that was passing over the line before he was informed of 
their having landed. He then immediately disconnected the Florence 
line from his office and cut them off. They had operators and instru- 
ments with them. They informed the citizens of Florence that it was 
their intention to return in a day or so with a force sufficiently large to 
take and hold their position at that place; that it was not their inten- 
tion to harm the citizens who would willingly submit and to those who 
were loyal to the United States. 

Respectfully, 
W. P. JOHNSON, 
Operator. 


Ce Ean 


RUSSELLVILLE, February 9, 1862. 
General JOHNSTON: 
Following message just received of Major Casseday, at Clarksville: 
A messenger, sent by reliable men at Lexington, Ky., brings a dispatch, dated 29th 
ultimo, which says that 900 wagons are being loaded with guns, army stores, &c., at 
Lexington, and sent to London, Ky. They learn movement into East Tennessee to be 
made with large force through London. 


All our troops here have gone on to Donelson by boats. 
S. B. BUCKNER, 
Brigadier-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 1. Dover, Tenn., February 9, 1862. 


Brigadier-General Pillow assumes command of the forces at this 
place. He relies with confidence upon the courage and fidelity of the 





* Not found. 
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brave officers and men under his command to maintain the post. Drive 
back the ruthless invader from our soil and again raise the Confederate 
flag over Fort Henry. He expects every man to do his duty. With 
God’s help we will accomplish our purpose. Our battle cry, “Liberty 
or death.” 
By order of Brigadier-General Pillow: 
GUS. A. HENRY, JR. 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL aes Hpqrs. ARMY AT ForT DONELSON, 
No. 1. February 9, 1862. 


The forces at this post are for the present arranged as follows: 

General Buckner’s division will retain its present organization and 
be commanded by him. 

The regiments of Colonels Head, Bailey, and Sugg will form a bri- 
gade, and be commanded by Colonel Head. It will occupy its present 
position for the protection of the river batteries. In the event of an 
attack on these batteries these regiments will take shelter under the 
faces of the wall or outer works on the eastern side. The regiments of 
Colonels Heiman, Voorhies, and Hughes will constitute a brigade, and 
be commanded by Colonel Heiman. 

The regiments of Colonels Davidson, Simonton, Gregg, and Major 
Henry’s battalion and the field battery of Captain Ross will form a 
brigade, and be commanded by Colonel Davidson. 

Captain Maney will occupy, with his field battery, the hollow 
through which the main Fort Henry road passes. 

Captain Culbertson will take command of the main battery on the 
river side, and Captain Stankieuriz will take command of the three- 
gun battery. 7 

The regiments of Colonel Drake and Gee will constitute a brigade, 
and be commanded by Colonel Drake. 

The Fifty-first and Fifty-sixth Virginia Regiments will constitute a 
brigade, and be commanded by Colonel Wharton. | 

Captain Dixon, of the Engineer Corps, will remain in charge of the 
works, and report to these headquarters, [as] directed by Major Gilmer, 
of General Johnston’s staff, while he remains here. : 

Maj. J. W. Jones is assigned to duty as post quartermaster, and will 
report to these headquarters. 

Major Dallam. is assigned to duty as commissary of the post, and 
will report to these headquarters. 

The brigades commanded by Colonels Heiman, Davidson, and Drake 
will form a division, and be under the command of Brigadier-General 
Johnson. 

By command of Brigadier-General G. J. Pillow: 

GUS A. HENRY, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RIcHMOND, February 9, 1862. 
(Received Columbus, February 10, 1862.) 


General LEONIDAS POLK: 
Your dispatch received. Five thousand troops have been ordered 
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up to re-enforce you from New Orleans. Other re-enforcements have 
been sent to General Johnston and to Eastern Tennessee. 
J. P. BENJAMIN. 





[FEBRUARY 10, 1862.—For Bragg to Benjamin, in reference to re-en- 
forcements for General A. S. Johnston, see Series I, Vol. VI, p. 424. | 


NASHVILLE, February 10, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: 


We need for immediate service 10,000 muskets, with bayonets, if 
possible to furnish them. The men can be put in the field instantly; 
without them Nashville is in great danger. 

ISHAM G. HARRIS, 
Governor. 


FoRT DONELSON, February 10, 1862. 


Col. W. W. MAcKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


The attack expected here is a combined one ; gunboats by water 
and a land force in the rear. 

The greatest danger, in my opinion, is from the gunboats, which 
appear to be well protected from our shot. The effect of our shot at 
Fort Henry was not sufficient to disable them, or any one of them, so 
far as I have been able to ascertain. This was due, I think, in a great 
measure, to the want of skill in the men who served the guns, and not 
to the invulnerability of the boats themselves. 

I saw five gunboats during the attack on Fort Henry, each firing 
three heavy guns from ports in the bow. It has been reported from 
various sources that there were seven boats in the Tennessee River at 
the time of the attack. Only five were engaged at any one time, in my 

opinion. 

With the preparations that are now being made here I feel much 
confidence that we can make a successful resistance against a land 
attack. The attack by water will be more difficult to meet; still I 
hope for success here also. 

The force landed by the enemy on the right bank of the Tennessee 
River is probably a large one, consisting in part of forces driven from 
Cairo, Fort Holt, and Bird’s Point by high water. General Pillow 
has information to this effect from a person recently from Smithland. 
I do not think it practicable to establish a boom across the Cumber- 
land River during the freshet that now exists. 

If Captain Nocquet has no employment for Captain Cox, he may be 
discharged. I think he might well-be employed assisting Mr. Crump 
in completing the map of Bowling Green and the vicinity. 

We are making herculean efforts to strengthen our parapets—mak- 
ing narrow embrasures with sand bags, and if we can have ten days 
we hope to make bomb-proofs over the guns. 

J. F. GILMER, 


Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department. 


870 OPERATIONS IN KY., TENN., N. ALA., AND S. W. VA, [Cuar. XVIL 


The river has now commenced falling, and often falls from 5 tc 6 
feet in twenty-four hours. If it runs down rapidly, as I hope it will 
from the cold weather, we will not be attacked this rise; before an- 
other rise I will have the works safe. This position can be made 
stronger than Columbus now by water if we had more heavy artillery; 
the great advantage it has is in the narrowness of the stream and the 
necessity of the boats approaching our works by straight and narrow 
channel for 1$ miles. No more than three boats could possibly bring 
their guns to act upon our position at once. This makes the field of 
fire required for the guns so very narrow, that it admits of the construc- 
tion of very narrow embrasures, which we are now constructing. We 
ought to have two more heavy guns; the works are ready for them, 
and if the enemy gives me time I will order two 42-pounder guns from 
Clarksville, with the approval of General Johnston. 

I refer to my letter to General Floyd for fuller information. 


Respectfully, pee: oe EOE 
° ° d 
Brigadier-General, C. 8. Army. 





HEADQUARTERS FORT DONELSON, 
February 10, 1862. 
General FLOYD: 

I am apprehensive, from the large accumulations of the enemy’s 
forces in the neighborhood of Fort Henry, that he will attempt to cross 
the country south of my position and cut my communication by river, 
thus depriving me of supplies from above. The country south of me 
is exceedingly broken and rugged, so much so as to be nearly imprac- 
ticable for a march, but they may possibly make it passable. His 
difficulty will be in procuring supplies for his forces, which is one 
almost, if not altogether, insurmountable. I think that is my safety. 

The conflict yesterday between our cavalry and that of the enemy 
resulted in 3 of ours wounded and 20 taken prisoners by being thrown 
from their horses and in 3 of the enemy killed and 6 mortally wounded. 
Three of their gunboats have gone up Tennessee River above the bridge. 
The steamer Eastport, which we were converting into a gunboat, was 
burned and sunk, as was the steamer Sam. Orr, by our friends, to keep 
them from falling into the hands of the enemy. They have destroyed 
the high trestle work on the west bank of Tennessee Liver, but have 
not damaged the bridge. 

IT am pushing the work on my river batteries day and night; also on 
my field works and defensive line in the rear. In a week’s time, if I 
am allowed that much, I will try very hard to make my batteries bomb- 
proof. Iam now raising the parapets and strengthening them. I got 
my heavy rifle gun, 32-pounder, and my 10-inch columbiad in position 
to-day, and tried them and the other guns in battery. The trial was 
most satisfactory. I need two additional heavy guns very much, and 
if Iam not engaged by the enemy in three or four days I shall apply 
for the 42-pounders at Clarksville. 

It is certain that if I cannot hold this place, the two 42-pounders at 
Clarksville will not arrest his movement by Clarksville. Upon one 
thing you may rest assured, viz, that I will never surrender the posi- 
tion, and with God’s help I mean to maintain it. ; 

I send up the Hillman for a boatload of flour and meat. Let her 
bring a full load. You will please give orders accordingly to the com. 


e : 
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missary of your post. I shall continue to draw supplies of subsistence 
to this place until I have a heavy store on hand. 

I have established a line of vedettes on the east bank of the Cumber- 
land to within 8 miles of Smithland, so that I will be posted as to the 
movements and advance of the enemy. 

I hope you will order forward at once the tents and baggage of the 
troops of General Buckner’s command, as they are suffering very much 
for most of them this cold weather. 

I must request that you will forward this letter after reading it to 
General Johnston. My engagements and duties press me so much that 
I cannot address you both and, knowing his anxiety, I am anxious to 
place before him the intelligence contained in this letter. | 

With great respect, 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Camp S1x MILES EAST OF PARIS, 
February 10, 1862. 


Major-General POLK: 


Your dispatch to destroy the bridges and trestle between Paris and 
Danville is just received. The bridge across the Tennessee River is 
not destroyed. Do you still order to destroy the bridges and trestle 
work? Ido not yet think it is necessary. 

J. H. MILLER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


- 


CAMP TWELVE MILES EAST OF PARIS, 
February 10, 1862—1 p. m. 


Major-General POLK: 


Sir: One hundred feet of the trestle work on each side of the bridge 
over the Tennessee River has been destroyed by the enemy. Heavy 
firing has been heard this morning in the direction of Fort Donelson. 
I am now on my way to execute your orders in respect to the bridges 
and trestle work between Paris and the river. I still think it unneces- 
Sary, as we could destroy it at any moment. A large quantity of wheat 
and flour can yet be gotten away, and the people are relying upon the 
railroad to remove their things. Please reply immediately. 

J. H. MILLER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 





SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 33. fichmond, February 10, 1862. 

* * * * * * ¥ 

II. On the application of Maj. Gen. George B. Crittenden, a court of 
inquiry, to consist of three members and a recorder, to be detailed by 
General A. 8. Johnston, commanding Department No. 2, will assemble 
at such time and place as in the judgment of that commander the in- 
terests of the service will permit, to examine into all the circumstances 
relating to the battle of Fishing Creek and the movements subsequent 
to that event. 


e 
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The court will report the facts, together with their opinion, for the 
information of the President.* | 
* * * ® * * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL oo Hpqrs. DEPT. OF ALA. AND W. FLA.,, 
No. 31. Mobile, Ala., February 10, 1862. 
* * * * * # * 

II. Brig. Gen. L. P. Walker, P. A., is assigned to the command of 
the troops in North Alabama, whither he will immediately proceed and 
assume the control of military operations. He will call to his assist- 
ance all the resources of the country, with a view of preserving our im- 
portant railroad connections, now threatened by the enemy. 

* * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Bragg : 
FRANCIS S. PARKER, JR., 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 





| RICHMOND, February 11, 1862. 
Gov. IsHam G. HARRIS, Nashville: 


I have sent 800 muskets to Looney’s regiment, 800 more to Knox- 
ville, 800 Enfield rifles to Chalmers’ regiment, and 1,200 Enfield rifles 
to General A. 8. Johnston, making 3,600 stand of arms. 

I have also sent a fine regiment to Decatur from Pensacola, and have 
ordered three Tennessee regiments and one Georgia regiment from Vir- 
ginia to Knoxville. 

will try and send more arms. Do your best and we will spare no 
effort. 
J. P. BENJAMIN 
Secretary of War. 





GLADESVILLE, VA., February 11, 1862. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen. C. S. Army, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have reliable information that the enemy has moved 
several thousand men (estimated at 6,000 to 7,000) to Piketon within a 
few days past. He is moving supplies for sixty to seventy-five days by 
boat up the Sandy to same point for a very large force. It is supposed 
he has 6,000 men in Piketon by this time. Jorage for horses, wagons, 
harness, shelled corn, and oats, hay, &c., are all brought forward, and 
he has ordered 50 flat-boats to be built so as to transport by water when 
the tide in the Sandy abates. 

One of my informants is from Louisa; the other from Prestonburg. 
The former has two sons in Colonel Williams’ regiment; the latter is 
said by his acquaintances to be very reliable. They say six or seven 
steamers of larger size than usually ply on the Sandy are daily run- 
ning up to Prestonburg and Piketon, and that the officer commanding 
at Paintsville says “he is complained of as being slow on his line, but 


* Report not found. 
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it takes time to move a heavy force.” This looks like acombined move 
and correspondence with some other column. 

I have a rumor that Theophilus T. Garrard, with a heavy force, is mov- 
ing up the Poor Fork of Cumberland River. This may be the movement 
with which Colonel Garfield expects to combine his advance, and it 
portends a heavy and immediate assault upon Pound Gap, for it is but 
37 miles from Piketon to Pound Gap, and the road from the Stone Gap, 
over which one travels to the Poor Fork of Cumberland debouches 
into the road from Pound Gap to Gladesville directly at the Pound, 4 
miles on this side of the Gap. Thus a move from Piketon on one side 
of the range and from Stone Gap on the other side of the range assails 
Pound Gap in front and rear. This can only be prevented by holding 
Stone Gap, and preventing a force from that direction from coming out 
of the valley of the Cumberland. It may be that Garrard is at Cum- 
berland Ford only to press on Cumberland Gap. That is beyond the 
jurisdiction of my command, and I offer no suggestions about its de- 
fense, but I mention only that I hear that forces are ploying in front of 
it. They become of interest to me because a lateral movement will 
precipitate them upon me. It is about 75 miles from the Pound to 
Cumberland Ford, and I hear of Olinger’s Gap and Crank’s Gap, be- 
tween Stone Gapkand Cumberland Gap, through either of which cav- 
alry and infantry can pass. Mule trains will enable a force to move 
rapidly and to pass any of these gaps. So there are several passes 
between Pound Gap and Piketon. 

You informed me that the Department could not re-enforce me at 
present. You are advised by me that Colonel Trigg and Colonel 
Moore have fallen back to Clinch River for supplies. You are advised 
that my battalion of mounted men has fallen off 55 miles from Pound 
Gap to obtain food and forage. I have now at Pound Gap Major 
Thompson, with 350 “special-service” men, and at the Pound Colonel 
Williams, with about 500 men fit for duty, and the enemy has from 5,000 
to 6,000 within 37 miles of me, and he gives out that he means to take 
Pound Gap and then afterwards to come into Virginia. 

You are now advised that there is not a soldier between Pound Gap 
and the Louisa Fork, or even to the mouth of the Gauley, and that 
large public interests which exists between those points is to-day solely 
relying for defense upon such of its inhabitants as remain at their own 
homes. 

I have no remark to offer upon this condition of affairs, but I must 
observe that I have no force which can successfully resist or repel the 
masses which propose to concentrate, and how speedily I cannot tell, 
upon this frontier. I have no quartermaster to this brigade; ] never 
have had one. My commissary of brigade is an old man sixty-four 
years of age, now sick in bed, and has resigned at that, and I am in a 
country where there is nothing to eat, and where one cannot supply a 
force without the greatest energy and at the largest expense. In these 
circumstances what is to be done? 

My advice is to send here at least 10,000 men, and to move instantly 
so as to destroy the force at Piketon, break up that column, and drive 
it into the Ohio River, so as to free your frontier and cripple the enemy 
before he cripples you. My advice is to do this swiftly, and you can 
then restore the regiments to their places at other points. My advice 
is, if nothing else can be done, that this force shall destroy everything 
within 20 miles of the Sandy River and drive off all the people who 
are not our friends; that the sequestration law shall be put into active 
force against our enemies, and that eur.friends may be compelled to 
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join the Army, so the war may be hurried to the banks of the Ohio. 
It cannot rest here with any safety to us. 

I hope you will telegraph me what you can do—what you will do. 
My advice is emphatic and earnest to you to hold Pound Gap and 
Stone Gap at any expense of men and means. If you do not, expedi- 
tions will be formed behind the mountains which will constantly threaten 
the very heart of the Confederacy; if you do not, Kentucky must pass 
from your hands in all probability. HH you do, she can never be safe 
in their hands, and your expeditions may be prepared here and move 
into Kentucky at any time and season that will suit your convenience. 

I hope the Department will weigh well these suggestions, and that 
some mode will be adopted without delay to enable me to take a de- 
cisive Stand. In my letters I write freely because I feel earnestly. I 
think the existing condition of things should not be tolerated. I have 
asked several questions from time to time without eliciting a reply: 

Ist. Have I, as brigadier-general of the Confederate States Army, a 
right, without direction from the Department, to call out the militia of 
the neighborhood or surrounding States when, in my judgment, the 
emergency demands it ? 

2d. Have I the right to prevent supplies which are necessary to my 
army from passing out of the country I occupy by exéhange or sale be- 
tween private persons ? 

od. Have I the right to prevent individuals professing friendship to 
the Southern Confederacy from passing into Virginia from Kentucky, 
or vice versa, now that Kentucky is one of the Confederate States ? 

I await your reply, general, and am ready to obey your orders. 

Meanwhile I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General, C. 8S. Army. 





CAMP NEAR CARTHAGE, TENN., 
February 11, 1862. 
Capt. A. J. LINDSAY: 


Str: I have duly received your note with Assistant Adjutant-Gen- 
eral Mackall’s dispatch. You will please telegraph General Johnston 
that Iam encamped between Chestnut Mound and Carthage, having 
two regiments, Stanton’s and Murray’s, with a company of cavalry at 
Gainesborough, with orders to take post at Stanton [Livingston] imme- 
diately. Should this disposition not suit the general’s views, he will 
inform me. I will take position a few miles back, at Chestnut Mound, 
on to-morrow. 

I have no news of the enemy that can be relied on. It is reported 
that two or three companies of the enemy’s cavalry made their appear- 
ance on the north bank of Obey River a few days since. This may 
not be true. I will keep the general duly informed as far as practica- 
ble of the enemy’s movements. 

In haste, yours, 
G. B. CRITTENDEN, 
Pe. Major-General. 
eA 
ZO HEADQUARTERS NEAR CARTHAGE, 
: Division Commissary Office, February 11, 1862. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON: 


GENERAL: At the time of leaving Mill Springs, on the 19th of Jan- 
uary, the army under your command was entirely destitute of supplies 
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except in the article of beef cattle. Those on hand were driven ahead 
of the troops by my order; agents were also sent ahead in the direc- 
tion of the intended march to engage and purchase every article of 
subsistence that could be procured. No pains were spared, no endeav- 
ors left unmade. 

Without means of transportation, however, only those supplies could 
be procured which were immediately contiguous to the line of retreat; 
but I ean safely say that there was nothing along that line which could 
be purchased which was not. 

1 furnished Major Holland, acting commissary of subsistence to Gen- 
eral Carroll’s brigade, on the night of the 19th, and on simple mem- 
orandum, with $5,000, to enable him to procure at once everything that 
he might meet with, while my immediate agents were also ahead, and 
upon each side, for the same purpose and with full authority. 

The army suffered much, notwithstanding all endeavors, until it 
reached Obey River, on Thursday, January 23. 

During the intervening time about 60 head of cattle, the same num- 
ber of sheep, and perhaps 20 head of hogs, with what bacon, flour, 
meal, &¢., could be procured along the route, were the main subsist- 
ence of the troops, so far as my utmost endeavors could effect. 

About 6 miles west of Obey Kiver I received a lot of 90 head of 
cattle which had been stopped there by my agents, and also in the 
same vicinity as large a supply of meal and flour as the limited trans- 
portation facilities of the various regiments would allow of beiug 
brought to camp. The freest latitude was given to regimental com- 
missaries to purchase whatever was necessary, it being one of those 
exigencies where I felt at liberty to entirely overstep rules and formal- 
ities, and trust to the future liberality of the Department to sanction 
and approve my action. 

The army spent Saturday, 25th, near Livingston. At that place | 
purchased in addition about 13,000 pounds net of fresh beef and 225 
head of hogs, estimated at upwards of 39,000 pounds net ; distributing 
to each regiment what it desired, together with all the bacon, meal, 
flour, potatoes, &c., that could be procured there, and also a liberal 
supply of salt, and had the remainder of the cattle on hand (nearly 80 
head of beef and all the hogs) driven with the army the next day to- 
wards New Columbus, 3 miles east of Gainesborough. 

The head of the column arrived at New Columbus late on Sunday 
evening, January 26, and the rest of the army the next day. J fortu- 
nately found there a large supply of flour, rice, and molasses. Direc- 
tions were at once given to the brigade commissaries to take from that 
store whatever they deemed sufficient and necessary, receipting for the 
same to a commissary sergeant placed temporarily in charge. The 
entire drove of cattle and hogs was at the same time turned over to 
them, with the advice to kill the latter and salt down temporarily what 
was not at once issued. These directions were fully complied with, 
commissaries of all grades receiving at once, without formality of requi- 
sition or anything but a pencil memorandum or receipt, whatever they 
chose to demand. 

On Tuesday, 28th January, the steamer Charter arrived at Gaines- 
borough, with supplies of jowls, coffee, rye, sugar, candles, soap, salt, 
molasses, and vinegar, Lieutenant Jackson having been, at my sugges- 
tion, detailed to take charge of these stores at the landing as post com- 
missary. The next day the steamer Commerce arrived, with upwards of 
600 barrels of flour, followed by the steamer Umpire, on the 1st instant, 
with a large supply of corn meal and mess beef. 
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Advantage was taken of this latter steamer going to Nashville with 
the sick, and having taken from her nearly half her corn meal, and 
placed on board about 200 barrels of flour and 130 barrels of molasses, 
pork, and vinegar, she was sent, by order of General Crittenden, first 
to Carthage, to land her stores there, as a depot for the troops in their 
future camps between Chestnut Mound and that place. 

The steamer Charter, on her arrival, was ordered to New Columbus to 
unload, but only partially did so, the entire absence of any unoccupied 
Shed there and the rapid rise of the river rendering such unloading 
‘wasteful and dangerous, while the removal of the army from New 
Columbus, on the east side of Roaring River, to Gainesborough and its 
vicinity, on its west side, on Wednesday and Thursday, January 29 and 
30th, rendered it unnecessary. 

The further fact that constant working parties had to be detailed at 
both landings to roll stores up endangered by the rapid rise of the 
water will show the difficulty and hazard that an immediate landing 
of the stores would have caused. 

At Gainesborough, situated more than a mile back from the river, it 
was impossible to procure a store-house. The only one not used by the 
sick was occupied by the quartermaster, while the division commis- 
Sary was glad to occupy, for such portions of his stores as were light 
and most perishable, a portion of a small log cabin, used for hospital 
stores, and a small smoke-house of a private citizen. Every building, 
house, and cabin seemed to be filled with the sick and wounded. 

The warehouse at the landing had been taken possession of and filled 
with stores by my direction, and the steamers having been detained, by 
order of General Crittenden, to furnish transportation for the sick to 
Nashville, advantage was taken of their presence, and they were made 
temporary depots and store-houses for issuance of supplies to the troops. 
In the mean time and immediately upon notice of the arrival of the 
supplies word had been sent to the brigade commissaries of their 
presence, with request for immediate requisitions for stores, and instruc- 
tions given simultaneously to Lieutenant Jackson, in charge of the— 
Gainesborough depot, and to Sergeant Landers, in charge of the New 
Columbus depot, to deliver and issue, without formality, anything 
asked for upon simple receipt of brigade or regimental commissaries. 

These instructions were carried out in their full spirit and with great 
zeal and fidelity by those officers. Unsheltered and almost unfed, in 
rain and mud, without the means of making the transaction of busi- 
ness pleasant or even comfortable, they performed their duty, and, I 
believe and understand, to the entire satisfaction of every ofticer and 
man with whom they came in contact. | 

With regard to the single article of sugar there may have been some 
delay in issuance, but the fault does not lie at the door of this office or 
its agents. Without weights, scales, or measures, I could only issue 
in bulk, and had to request brigade commissaries to take their sugar 
by the hogshead and divide it afterwards by flour-barrels full among 
the regiments. ‘There were no means, no room, no shelter to do other- 
wise. It may be possible that for a day or two some one or more regi- 
ments may not have obtained their proper share of that article; but 1 
hold the full receipts of brigade and regimental commissaries for what- 
ever they asked for in the articles of flour, rice, salt, and molasses, 
besides fresh beef and pork, ou the 27th and 28th January (Monday 
and Tuesday), and for those articles and all the other stores brought 
by the steamer Commerce from the 29th, inclusive, onwards. | 

As soon as possible after the arrival of the army at Gainesborough I 
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sought to introduce some degree of system in the issuance of supplies. 
At Gainesborough, at different times between January 29 and February 
5, issued rations to both brigades up to and inclusive of February 
10, neither requiring nor receiving, however, regular requisitions or 
formal receipts; contenting myself in the exigency of the case with 
undergoing the trouble, labor, and responsibility of putting things in 
shape afterwards. An honest and an ardent desire to feed the army, 
and a willingness to overlook formalities in the attempt, must be my 
justification, or rather excuse. 

On the 7th instant (February) I shipped on board steamer Commerce 
Supplies for that portion of General Crittenden’s division en route for 
Chestnut Mound, which were landed in good order at the mouth of 
Caney Fork River. The army is stationed within from 2 to 6 miles of 
that point. These stores, with those at Carthage, will be fully adequate 
to support the army to March 10, with the exception of some few arti- 
cles, for which I have to-day drawn on Captain Shaaff, at Nashville, 
and with the exception also of the articles of fresh beef and corn 
meal, for the purchase of which and all other necessaries I have ample 
funds. 

I left at Gainesborough on the 8th instant, by order of General Crit- 
tenden, rations for the two regiments stationed there for thirty days, 
with the exception of the articles of fresh beef, bacon, and meal, for 
the purchase of which, on the requisition of Colonel Murray, command- 
ing, and at his suggestion, I handed over to the commissaries of those 
regiments the sum of $5,000, Colonel Murray representing that those 
articles could be purchased there more cheaply than they could be sent 
there, and that the sum mentioned would be entirely sufficient. ; 

In what I have done I feel that I have worked with an honest heart 
and an open and active hand for the sustenance of this command. Nor 
have I left undone aught, either myself or through any agencies, I 
could procure that would have been for its benefit. The only fear I 
have had is that the Government would hold me to too rigid an account- 
ability for matters of unavoidable waste, expenditure, or spoliation 
arising from the entire absence of any facility to transact business 
with its accustomed and rightful formalities. Without office appli- 
ances, blanks, stationery, or forms, I have supposed that the necessity 
of the case had to carve out its own rules; nor have I been willing to 
allew the slightest appearance of ‘‘red-tapism” to interfere with the 
prompt supplying of the wants of the soldiers of their country. 

I have never heard in the army of the slightest complaint made of 
any failure to issue supplies on hand, nor do I believe there was any 
such failure. There was in some cases an entire absence from their 
posts of commissaries. This may have caused some delay in regiments 
or companies receiving their supplies; but even of this no word has 
come to my ears, while I am confident there has not been one hour’s 
delay on the part of this office or any of its agents in filling any 
requisitions, however informal, or in filling any order without a requi- 
sition from brigade or regimental commissary, commissioned or acting, 
or from any one representing them; taking simply the receipt ef the 
party applying. A greater liberality in doing business, besides fur- 
ther exposing myself to censure, would have also exposed the Gov- 
ernment to still greater loss. I should not have been so minute in this 
report or embarrassed it with circumstantial details, but I have learned 
from Captain Claiborne, inspector-general, that vague reports had 
reached Bowling Green of an unnecessary delay in the issuance of 
stores received. 
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So far as relates to 6ommissary stores any reports of that character 
are entirely untrue; every application for stores, informal or other- 
wise, having been at once complied with, and the stores unissued hav- 
ing been kept on board the steamboats instead of being immediately 
landed for wise and good reasons, and under the orders of General 
Crittenden. 

Respectfully submitted. 

GILES M. HILLYER, 
Major, and A. C. S., General Crittenden’s Division. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT No. 1, 
New Orleans, February 12, 1862. 


General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON: 


DEAR Srr: I received your dispatch indicating your desire that I 
should send one regiment to Inka and four to Memphis. Unless there 
are some controlling reasons to the contrary, I would beg leave to 
suggest that the whole brigade be sent to Corinth, Miss., as at that 
point it would be available for any emergency likely to arise. Mobile, 
New Orleans, Bowling Green, Columbus, and, more remotely, Memphis, 
are at this moment objective points in the enemy’s plan of offensive 
operations. The first four are all directly threatened at this moment, 
and each can be re-enforced from Corinth by rail in about the same 
time. I ean illy afford to spare these troops at this particular junc- 
ture, not only on my own account, but because I expected to lend a hand 
to General Bragg at Mobile, whose danger I consider to be more immi- 
nent than my own. The necessities of the case, however, seem to 
require that. these troops should be sent from here, and I therefore 
put them in motion, simply suggesting that, if you do not require them 
for immediate active operations, you place them in some central 
position where they may be available for the greatest number of pur- 
poses. Corinth is, in my judgment, an important strategical point, as 
it is not only connected by rail with all the places above indicated, 
but is only a day’s march from the Tennessee River. This latter fact, 
taken in connection with the enemy’s command of the water, would, 
however, suggest that the troops there should form an intrenched 
camp to prevent disaster from a sudden dash. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. LOVELL, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[FEBRUARY 12, 1862.—For Lovell to Benjamin, in reference to re- 
enforcements for Columbus, Ky., see Series I, Vol. VI, p. 825. | 


NASHVILLE, February 13, 1862. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 


The following telegram from General Floyd contains the latest infor- 
mation from Fort Donelson : 
FEBRUARY 13. 


The day is closed, and we have maintained ourselves fully by land and water. The 
cannonade at one time was quite sharp. The attack on our trenches was not very 
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severe. The gunboats, after two assaults, retired at an early hour in the evening. I 
presume battle will be fought to-morrow. We will endeavor to hold our position if 
we are capable of doing so. Our casualties are not great; the enemy’s, I have no 


doubt, are much greater. 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 


Brigadier-General. 


A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


GLADESVILLE, February 13, 1862. 
General COOPER: 


GENERAL: I have no news to communicate particularly. The coun- 
try people say the enemy has certainly 6,000 men at Piketon. | 

I have ordered Captain Witcher to take his company over to the 
Louisa Fork of Sandy, and to watch the country between Grundy and 
Piketon, and to give me information should the enemy undertake to 
advance into Virginia. 

I have directed Captain Jeffress to bring the horses of his battery 
forward, and to take the field pieces (six in number) from Pound Gap 
behind Clinch River. They have no company to man them, no horses 
to draw them, and there they are exposed to danger without the possi- 
bility of doing service. I propose to transport, if possible, all the public 
stores behind Clinch River, yet to hold Pound Gap as long as possible 
with the force now there. It is as much as I shall be able to do to sub- 
sist the men. My commissary being ill with typhoid fever, I have taken 
the responsibility myself of sending out agents to make purchases of 
supplies in the counties below me. If I-can weather the storm for a 
tew days I shall hope to have supplies on hand. I have requested 
Jefferson Higginbottom, esq., of Tazewell County, Virginia, resident 
at Liberty Hill, to permit me to nominate him for Major Hawes’ place 
as commissary of brigade, but have not heard from him as yet. I ex- 
pect the return of my courier every hour. 

I regret to say the exposure incident to my late march in Kentucky 
is telling strongly upon my men. Lieutenant Tribble, of Stoner’s com- 
pany, died a few days since. Private Shawhaw and several others of 
the mounted battalion have died. Colonel Trigg has lost 5 and Colo- 
nel Moore 2. Golonel Williams has lost 10 men, of disease. I have in 
hospital here now 119. 

Iam, &¢., 
H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier- General. 


NASHVILLE, February 14, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: 

Your dispatch of 8th instant received. General Buckner was en- 
gaged with enemy yesterday; is in his presence to-day, and most prob- 
ably engaged. I cannot detach him. General Chalmers is in command 
of troops between Memphis and Tennessee River, and cannot be spared 
now. I hope you will send a suitable commander for East Tennessee 


from the East. 
A. 8S. JOHNSTON, 
General. 
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EDGEFIELD, February 14, [1862]. 
General FLoypD, Fort Donelson: 
If you lose the fort, bring your troops to Nashville if possible. 
A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., February 14, 1862. 

Col. R. A. PRYyoR, Richmond, Va.: 

DEAR COLONEL: Your favor of the 9th instant has been receivea.* 
I regret much that you did not come on from Lynchburg, for the rumors 
that you refer to were all unfounded, and the matters General Johnston 
and myself had to communicate through you to the Government were 
of great importance, being to provide for the very unfortunate con- 
tingency now existing here. Moreover I desired you to see for your- 
self and others the exact condition of things here in justice to my own 
self, for I am taking the helm when the ship is already in the breakers 
and with but few sailors to man it. How it is to be extricated from its 
present perilous condition Providence alone can determine, and unless 
with its aid I can accomplish but little. My health, moreover, has 
failed me completely lately. Iwas confined to my room by a wretched 
cold all the time I was at Bowling Green. It is the most unfortunate 
thing that could have happened to me, for the loss of one or two weeks 
now is or may be most fatal tous. However, I am better now, and am 
hurrying on to my post as fast as possible. We must defeat the enemy 
somewhere to give confidence to our friends. Large depots of provis- 
ions, ammunition, &c., ought to be provided for at Atlanta, Montgomery, 
and Jackson, Miss., &e., ‘without loss of time, for future contingencies. 
We must vive up some minor points and concentrate our forces to save 
the most important ones, or we will lose all of them in succession. The 
loss of Fort Donelson (God grant it may not fall) would berfollowed by 
consequences too lamentable to be now alluded to. | 

General Johnston is doing his best, but what can he do against such 
tremendous odds? Come what may, "however, we must present 4 bold 
front and stout hearts to the invaders of our country. 

In haste, yours, truly and sincerely, 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


NASHVILLE, February 14, 1862. 
General POLK: 


The following dispatch just received from Fort Donelson: 


We have just had the fiercest fight on record between our guns and two gunboats, 
which lasted two hours. They reached within less than 200 yards of our batteries, 
We drove them back, damaging two of them badly and crippled a third very badly. 
No damage done to our battery and not a man killed. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 


Commander. 


N. WICKLIFFE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


*Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Nashville, February 14, 1862. 


To the COMMANDANT OF THE POST AT CLARKSVILLE, TENN.: 


You will at once take proper steps to have the railroad bridges over 
Elk Fork and Whippoorwill, between State Line and Russellville, burned 


up. Let no delay occur. 
A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Edgefield, February 14, 1862. 
Major-General HARDEE, Commanding: 

I inclose copies of dispatches from General Floyd. You will perceive 
the necessity of hastening your march as much as possible. It must be 
continued day and night until the army crosses the Cumberland. Let. 
it be known that the object is to secure the crossing of the Cumberland 
and no apprehension of the enemy in rear. You will thus preserve 
their morale. This order must be communicated to the rear of the 
column, and cavalry must be left in rear to assist the sick and bring up 


stragglers. | 
Ww. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
| Hagefield, February 14, 1862. 
Major-General HARDEE, Bowling Green, Ky.: 

The general regards it important that the column should be concen- 
trated here as rapidly as is consistent with an orderly march, and hopes 
that your arrangements will be such that the troops longest held at 
Bowling Green to forward supplies may reach this place as early as their 
baggage wagons. Hewishes you to guard against accident by putting 
two days’ provisions for them in the train. F 

WwW. W. MACKALL, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WoopBuRN, Ky., February 14, 1862—10 p. m. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON: 

I left Bowling Green to-day at 3.30. At 12m. the enemy appeared 
with artillery, three pieces, I think, on Baker’s Hill, and opened fire 
on the town, and especially the depot. We were compelled to abandon 
the depot, which was subsequently burned. We retired at once and in 
perfect order. I shall move on as rapidly as possible. I particularly 
desire that you send a train to Franklin to receive my sick and extra 
baggage to-morrow morning. It should be there at 6 a.m. The enemy 
has crossed the Barren, supposed on pontoon bridge; force not known. 
Have cavalry, artillery, and infantry. 

W. J. HARDER, 


Major-General. 
[Indorsement.} 


The operator at Franklin informs me there are three empty trains 


there. 
OPERATOR, Nashville. 
56 R R—VOL VII | 
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 

| Edgefield, February 14, 1862. 

Major-General CRITTENDEN, C. S. A., 
Commanding Chestnut Mound: 


The general requires that every exertion be made, day and night, until 
you have ascertained the position and the strength and the direction of 
the march of General Thomas, U.S. Army. Report by the promptest 
means in your power. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Edgefield, Tenn., February 14, 1862. 
Major-General CRITTENDEN, | 
Commanding Chestnut Mound, Tenn.: 


GENERAL: General Johnston orders you to move without delay on 
‘Nashville, halting within 10 miles of the city and reporting. Leave a 
rear guard of cavalry to protect the stores that you cannot move with 
your commana. Let them get information of the enemy. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WwW. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 





FRANKLIN, February 14, 1862. 
General JOHNSTON: 


Enemy have Baker’s Hill, throwing shell all over town. General 
Hardee wili probably be down on the train which follows the train I 
cameon. Had no notice of their approach till shells exploded at depot. 
They were reported to be 3,000 infantry, 260 cavalry. They are sup- 
posed to be the three regiments infantry, battalion cavalry, with artil- 
lery, that were reported as approaching via Tompkinsville three days 
ago. Shells about 10 inches diameter. 





MARSHALL. 
GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS C. S. TRoopPs, 
~ No. 1 Iuka, Miss., February 14, 1862. 


In pursuance of an order this day received from General A. 8. John- 
ston, commanding Western Department, Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers 
assumes command of all the Confederate States troops between Mem- 


phis and Tennessee River. 
JAMES R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier- General. 





[FEBRUARY 15, 1862.—For Bragg to Benjamin, in reference to oper- 
ations in Kentucky, &c., see Series I, Vol. VI, p. 826.] 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Nashville, Tenn., February 15, 1862. 


General JOHNSTON: 


My DEAR Str: General Pillow’s dispatch after the battle of to-day 
shows that the enemy is being re-enforced and will probably attack us 
again. (A copy of this dispatch the operator informs me he sent to you.) 

Will you pardon me, my dear sir, for suggesting and respectfully 
urging the immediate re-enforcement of our gallant and glorious little 
army there to the extent of our ability. A few thousand men thrown 
to their aid immediately may turn the seale and make our victory com- 
plete and triumphant. . 

If there is anything that State authorities can do to aid this or any 
other matter they are at your command. 

Respectfully, | 
ISHAM G. HARRIS. 





EDGEFIELD, TENN., February 15, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: 

I learn 15,000 arms have run the blockade on the steamship Victoria 
at New Orleans. I request that they may be immediately sent to me 
at Murfreesborough, Tenn., where there will be an agent to receive 
them, suggesting that they may be placed in charge of special mes- 
senger, with power to impress all passenger locomotives on the rail- 
roads, by which means they can be sent in less than half the time that 
freight engines would deliver them. I also wish to ascertain what kind 
of guns they are, their caliber and character, so as to have proper am- 
munition prepared here at Nashville by the time they arrive. The men 
to use them can be found, and in the present emergency they may be of 
vital importance. ; 

I an, sir, very respectfully, 
A. 8S. JOHNSTON, 


General, C. S. Army. 


ET 


EDGEFIELD, February 15, 1862—11.30 p. m. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: | 
I earnestly request that the arms may be immediately sent from New 


Orleans which I mentioned in my dispatch this evening. 
A. 8S. JOHNSTON. 





GLADESVILLE, VA., February 15, 1862. 


General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 3 

GENERAL: I have information now which renders it certain that the 
enemy contemplates a movement into Virginia by assailing the line of 
the mountains in several places simultaneously. In the execution of 
this purpose he is busy, using the navigation of the Sandy for the pur- 
pose of collecting supplies at Piketon, and is pressing his troops there 
as rapidly ashecan. I hear from the scouts that only 1,600 had arrived 
at Piketon at the first of this week, and that cther corps are at Pres- 
tonburg, Paintsville, Louisa, and Catlettsburg; that the column in- 
tended to be employed is 12,000; and that the Pound Gap and the 
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Wytheville road are designed to be the paths of the invasion. Of 
course the Salt Works and the railroad are the objects of the enemy. 

Isend you a letter received by Colonel Williams yesterday from Pike- 
ton, as he says, ‘‘one part written by a lady and the other by a gen- 
tleman, both reliable;” also Major Thompson’s report as from a scout 
belonging to Williams’ regiment. You can form an opinion from these 
as to the intent and state of preparation of the enemy and as to the 
absolute necessity of sending forward men and supplies. 

I have had great delicacy in ordering anything since I recrossed the 
mountains. I suppose my force is in the geographical district of some 
other commander, and that it is proper that the regulations proper to 
be prescribed for the intercourse of the people in Virginia and Ken- 
tucky with each other over the lines of the mountains should come from 
the commanding officer. It is true Piketon and Pound Gap are both 
on that indefinite frontier to which I was assigned with a separate 
command, yet indeed I am ignorant of the extent of territory over 
which, under the orders, I should attempt control. I am satisfied the 
enemy should be driven to the Ohio River and out of the Kentucky 
mountains, but I cannot add emphasis to what I have already written 
on that point. 

As to supplies, they can be had by bringing them 50 miles in suffi- 
cient quantity to subsist 5,000 or 10,000 infantry until lst May, for the 
latter, say, 12,000 bushels of corn and 5,000 bushels of wheat, and this 
will cost at the point of purchase, say, $15,000 or $16,000; also some 
500,000 pounds of meat, besides fresh beet, &c. The transportation 
should be put at the minimum. The organization of an effective col- 
umn of resistance should be begun at once, and the lines should be 
manned so as to mask our intentions until we are ready to strike, unless 
he strikes first. 

This matter has to be attended to sooner or later. Is it not best 1t 
should be done on my plan? Behind Clinch River supplies couid 
easily reach a camp of preparation, which can be located so as to cover 
both roads and the Salt Works, should you be unable to send forward 
men to do the work immediately. Between Piketon and Cumberland 
Gap you must have a division. If we can go down into Kentucky we 
can get men. J am sure of it, and I am so informed; I cannot be mis- 
taken; but we must open the ways for them to come out to me or they 
cannot come; and when we go we must have arms to give them or be 
able to send them to a point where they can be supplied with arms. 

I presume you have seen Col. R. C. Trigg, of the Fifty-fourth V.ir- 
ginia Volunteers, as he left his camp when his regiment crossed Clinch 
River and it is said has gone to Richmond. His object was to obtain 
clothing for his men, though he left without my leave. I have no hope 
ef preserving any Virginia regiment in this difficult and unwelcome 
service after the success of the Fifty-sixth Regiment in getting away 
from it. I do think, however, when the frontier of Virginia herself is 
the line of contest, her sons had as well take the snows of her mountains 
as any other troops. A good many of Colonel Williams’ men have de- 
serted rather than cross the Cumberland Range and come out of Ken- 
tucky. 

I have prohibited the disbursing officers of this command from giving 
more than 75 cents per bushel for corn, 40 cents for shelled oats, $1 
for wheat, rye, or barley. 1 have directed that where there is a surplus 
beyond the wants of the farmer, that surplus shall be taken, if not sold, 
at the prices above stated, and a certificate left of the amount taken, 
so that the Department or Congress may fix the rate of “just compen- 
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sation” to which the party may be entitled. This must be done or we 
must submit to extortion. 

Men feeding cattle near the road to Pound Gap I have directed to 
take their stock elsewhere, and I have levied on all their hay, grass, 
and small grain, which public animals will want on our line of march. 
There are men feeding hogs and cattle yet in Scott and Lee Counties 
under the hope of realizing high prices in the spring and summer for 
these from the Army. If I had the command, I would seize and bacon 
all their hogs and beef, or I would make them carry it south of the rail- 
road. They are getting all the supplies out of our way under the hope 
of future private gain and they should be stopped at once. There are 
neighborhoods between this and Piketon as unsound as any part of 
Northwest Virginia. They must be thrown behind declared lines, and 
indeed if the able-bodied men do not enlist they should be drafted or 
compelled to go south of the railroad. The enemy must not find guides 
and spies here as he did in Kentucky, or he will have all advantages, 
and will advance with confidence if not success. 

The snow is now 6 inches deep here and yet falling rapidly. 

I presume my letters reach your regularly; if not, please advise me. 
I hope you will take the condition of affairs in this quarter into instant 
consideration.’ I am ready to do allan officer can do, but I cannot resist 
an army unless I have force to act with. Colonels Trigg and Moore 
and Captain Jeffress are all farther from me than the enemy is. I shall 
order them to return as soon as I can collect here supplies to feed them, 
which duty now engages my attention, as Ihave neither quartermaster 
nor commissary in the field for duty. 

Your obedient servant, 
H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


CAMP AT THE PounD, 
February 14, 1862. 
General HUMPHREY MARSHALL, Gladesville: 


GENERAL: J send you inclosed a letter that I have received from 
Piketon. It was written on last Tuesday at Piketon. One part was 
written by a lady and the other by a gentleman living in Piketon. [ 
know them both and they are both reliable. | 


Yours, truly 
ep JNO. S. WILLIAMS, 
Colonel, de. 


(Subinclosure. } 


DEAR FRIEND: I received your note to-day, and was glad to hear 
from you. The Union men are here. They have a force of three regi- 
ments; they are increasing daily. They are going to the Pound Gap. 
Tell father and brother Harrison to stay away from here, to stay out 
of this State, for they are scouting all the time. Tell father mother is 
well and treated well. Tell father not to be uneasy about us, but take 
care of himself and not stay up thereanywhere. Show this to him. 

Your friend, 
[Not signed.] 


From all we can find out they are going to the Pound Gap with a 
large force, and they think that the Southern soldiers have only volun- 
teered for six months, and then they will not join any more, and then 
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our forces will be so weak that they canmarchin. They intend attack- 
ing several points at the same time. They have forces all the [way] 
from the Ohio River here. Tbey have provisions—any amount. The 
steamboats are running; four and five; are very large. 

[Not signed. ] 


[Inclosure No. 2.} 


PouND GAP, WISE CouUNTY, VA., 
: February 14, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. HUMPHREY MARSHALL, 
Headquarters, Gladesville, Wise County, Va.: 

Str: I have the honor to report from reliable source, one of Colonel 
Williams’ men, who just came from near Prestonburg, states the enemy 
about 1,600 at Piketon and 3,000 at Paintsville and Prestonburg. They 
intend to concentrate a large furce at Piketon to enter Virginia by the 
Louisa route and this point. They have brought large supplies to all 
of those points; the number they intend for the column is 12,000. Their 
design is to destroy the Salt Works and the railroad; the cavalry is on 
the Rockhouse. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. THOMPSON, 
Major, Virginia Volunteers. 


[FEBRUARY 16, 1862.—For Benjamin to Lovell, in reference to arms 
and re-enforcements for Kentucky, &c., see Series I, Vol. VI, p. 827.] 





RICHMOND, February 16, 1862. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Nashville: - 


I know not what arms are on the Victoria. I have ordered General 
Lovell to forward them all to Grand Junction, subject to your order, 
under care of a special agent, and to inform. you by telegraph of all 


particulars. 7 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





EDGEFIELD, February 16, 1862. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Do not send me the arms I requested yesterday until I name some 


other place. | 
A. 8S. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


: | FEBRUARY 16, 1862. 
Capt. D. P. Buckner, Clarksville: 

Do not destroy the railroad bridge. Do not destroy the army stores, 
&c., if their destruction will endanger the city. If you can burn the 


army stores, &c., without destroying the city, do it. 
A. S. JOHNSTON. 
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EXECUTIVE HEADQUARTERS, 
Nashville, Tenn., February 16, 1862. 


Colonel CLAIBORNE: 


You will call out the entire force under your command and apply to 
the military storekeeper at the capital for arms. When armed, call 
upon the ordnance officer at Nashville for ammunition and acecouter- 
ments, and hold your command subject to the orders of General Jokn- 
ston. 

Impress upon your soldiery that the Revolution of 76 was won by the 
Tennessee rifle, and that we fight in defense of our homes and all that 
we hold dear. 

By order of Isham G. Harris, Governor, &c. : | 

W. C. WHITTHORNE, 
: A djutant-General. 





| PaRIs, February 16, 1862—5 p. m. 
Major-General POLK: 


Your dispatches ordering me to destroy the bridges and trestle be- 
tween Paris and Tennessee River have been received and shall be exe- 
cuted. Your order to destroy the bridge on Tennessee River has also 
been received. | 

The enemy burnt that bridge last night. There is no mistake of this. 
I will execute your orders fully. 

J. H. MILLER, 
Ineutenant-Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Edgefield, February 16, 1862—5.35 a. m. 
Colonel Bowen, : , 
Commanding Head of Column: 

General Johnston orders the march to be resumed in the order in 
which the troops left Bowling Green. News from our flank makes this 
advisable. Pass this order on to the brigades in rear till it reaches 
General Hardee. 

Respectfully, 
WwW. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Provisions are at Manscoe Creek. Let it be known to the brigades 
in rear of you. | 


eed 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH ALABAMA, 
Tuscumbia, February 16, 1862. 


Maj. W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of General A. S. Johnston : 


MAJOR: On the 14th I addressed you a communication and directed 
it to Bowling Green, not having then heard of its evacuation by Gen- 
eral Johnston. Fearing that it may not reach you, I repeat substanti- 
ally its contents. General Bragg, commanding the Department of West 
Florida and Alabama, has created this district and assigned me to its 
command. The object of General Bragg in sending me here was to 
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defend the Upper Tennessee and the Memphis and Charleston Railroad 
and its connections; but with the district as now organized it 1s impos- 
sible to adopt any system of defenses at all commensurate with the 
magnitude of the interests involved. Itis not only the Tennessee River 
up to this point which is threatened, but also the Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad and the Mobile and Ohio Road, which intersects 
the Memphis and Charleston Road at Corinth, Miss. These roads con- 
stitute the vertebrae of the Confederacy, but with this district as now 
limited I have no control of that portion of Mississippi and Tennessee 
through which these roads run, nor of that portion of Tennessee lying 
on the Tennessee River from which these roads may be approached. 
The portions of Mississippi and Tennessee referred to lie within the 
department of General Johnston. I therefore respectfully and urgently 
suggest that the counties of Tishomingo and Tippah, in Mississippi, and 
the counties of Wayne, Hardin, and McNairy, in Tennessee, be added 
to my district, so that I may be able to direct and control the military 
operations in those counties. | 

A large proportion of the population of the counties of Hardin and 
Wayne is in sympathy with the enemy, and either Savannah or Ham- 
burg, in Tennessee, or Eastport, in Mississippi, will be made the base 
of his operations. | 

The only troops so far assigned to me by General Bragg are one 
regiment ot infantry and one regiment of cavalry. The inadequacy of 
this force is patent to observation, and I trust that General Johnston, 
appreciating, as I doubt not he does, the importance of this position, 
will at once send me an additional force; and in this connection I would 
respectfully request that an engineer officer of experience and ability 
be sent to me. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. P. WALKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 





. RICHMOND, February 16, 1862. 
Colonel LEADBETTER, Knoxville, Tenn. : 


Proceed to Cumberland Gap with all the force which can be spared 
from guarding the railroad to re-enforce Colonel Rains. IT orces are on 
the way to Knoxville from here, care of Colonel Vance, commanding 


Knoxville. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 





RicHMOND, February 16, 1862. 
Col. R. B. VANCE, Knoxville, Tenn.: 

Send all the troops you can, without delay, to re-enforce Colonel 
Rains. Other regiments are on their way to Knoxville, and you will 
have large re-enforcements within a few days. Keep only the smallest 
guard consistent with safety at Knoxville, and send the rest by forced 
marches to re-enforce Rains. 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 


Secretary of War. 
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CoLumBus, Ky., February 17, 1862. 
Brigadier-General RUGGLES: 

Lam aware of the order you have received from General Johnston. 
My information is such that I know there is no danger of attack from 
any point on the Tennessee River. 

General Johnston is reported to have abandoned Nashville and to be 
retreating to Chattanooga. 

I am just in receipt of a dispatch from General Beauregard, who has 
not vet assumed command here, that you ought not to go to Nashville. | 
I therefore order you to move to this post with all possible dispatch. 

A copy of this dispatch will be sent to General Johnston and Gen- 
eral Beauregard. Answer. 

L. POLK, 


Major-General. 





JACKSON, TENN., February 17, 1862. 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commanding Louisiana Volunteers, Corinth, Miss.: 
Please report to General Polk. The general [Beauregard] is unable 


to assume command. 
) THOMAS JORDAN, 
Adjutant-General. 





TUSCUMBIA, ALA., February 17, 1862. 
J. P. BENJAMIN: 

The Kentucky line of defenses has been lost, with a large part of 
our army. The line from Memphis to Virginia must now be defended 
at all hazards. To do this we must have armies at Corinth and Knox- 
ville. To supply these armies, what remains of J ohnston’s forces, Co- 
lumbus, the Gulf, the seaboard, and Virginia must be drawn; better 
lose the seaboard than this line. The Memphis and Charleston Road is 
the vertebra of the Confederacy, and there are no troops for its detense. — 
In a week the enemy can threaten it from Eastport, within 8 miles, and 
Hamburg, within 22 miles, with 50,000 men, unless large forces are im- 
mediately sent to its protection. The people will abandon the country 
to the occupation of the enemy. 

With great respect I suggest these views, and urgently ask for im- 


mediate action. 
L. P. WALKER, 
Brigadier- General. 





HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Edgefield, February [17, 1862}. 
Major-General CRITTENDEN, | 
Commanding Chestnut Mound: 

General Johnston directs you to move your command to Murfrees- 
borough (instead of Nashville) without delay. Press all the wagons 
you need. Fort Donelson has fallen, and General Floyd’s army is cap- 
tured after a gallant defense. 

Respectfully, 
Ww. W. MACKALL. 
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[FEBRUARY 18, 1862.—For Benjamin to Bragg, in reference to opera- 
tions in Kentucky, &c., see Series I, Vol. VI, pp. 827, 828.] 


————— ee 


RICHMOND, VA., February 18, 1862. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Nashville: 


Send such information of your present condition and intended move- | 
ments as will enable us to give you all the aid in our power. Send fur- 
ther details of the affair at Fort Donelson. 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 


Secretary of War. 





NASHVILLE, February 18, 1862. 
(Via Chattanooga, 19th.) 
President DAVIS: 

General Johnston left to-day for Murfreesborough. The army in 
retreat for that place. I will send your dispatch to him by special 
courier. Moving our stores from this place. ) 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Major-General. 





JACKSON, TENN., February 18, 1862. 


General S. CooPEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

Columbus, with present defensive resources, must meet the fate of 
Fort Donelson, with the loss of the entire army, as all ways of retreat 
by rail and river can be cut off by the enemy’s superior force from Ten- 
nessee River; a hazard contrary to the art of war. Therefore should 
now decide whether to hold Columbus to the last extremity, with its 
garrison (say 3,500 men), withdrawing other forces for subsequent use, 
or. the evacuation of the place and new defensive positions taken. My 
health is too feeble to authorize me to assume command, but I shall 
advise with General Polk. : 
| G. T.. B. 





Hpagrs. First BRIGADE, LOUISIANA VOLUNTEERS, 
Corinth, Miss., February 18, 1862. 


Major-General PoLk, Columbus, Ky.: 

Your dispatch of 17th received a few moments since. The Seven- 
teenth and Eighteenth Louisiana Volunteers will be halted at the 
Grand Junction, ready to proceed to Columbus, Ky. The Sixteenth 
and Nineteenth Louisiana Volunteers will be in readiness to proceed 
from this point. 

The latest intelligence from Nashville is annexed for your informa- 
tion. 

If General Johnston does not cover the Tennessee River the enemy 
will get into possession of the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, with 
open communication to Mobile, Memphis, and New Orleans. 


Cuar. XVIL] © CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 891 


Shall I intrench and defend the crossings at Florence and Decatur 
or join you at once? Please answer. 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 


Brigadier-General, C. 8S. Army, Commanding Troops. 
(To accompany telegram to Major-General Polk. | 


I have not had Nashville operator to-day. Stevenson says he heard 
him this morning; they were expecting Federals every hour. General 
Johnston’s army all this side river. | 

Pillow and Floyd were at Nashville yesterday, and good many of 
our Fort Donelson men had reached there. 

We had about 5,000 men surrendered at Fort Donelson with Gen- 


eral Buckner. 
TUSCUMBIA OPERATOR. 





HDQRS. FIRST BRIGADE, LOUISIANA VOLUNTEERS, 
Corinth, Miss., February 18, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Murfreesborough, Tenn.: 

I reported yesterday my arrival. Two regiments of troops had then 
arrived and two more are near at hand. 

I have received orders from General Polk to proceed to Columbus, 
Ky., as General Beauregard is unable to assume command. 

The general (Polk) is not aware of your movements, and I am desir- 
ous to know your instructions respecting my brigade, as there may be 
time before I can move. 

If the enemy reaches the Charleston and Memphis Railroad he can 
move on Mobile, Memphis, and New Orleans. Please answer. 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General, C. 8S. Army, Commanding Brigade. 





CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ©. S. TROOPS, 
Iuka, Miss., February 18, 1862. 


The general commanding has been deeply mortified to hear from the 
citizens that we came to protect complaints that some of the troops of 
this command had been guilty of the most disgraceful plundering of 
private property; that chickens had been stolen, hogs had been killed, 
a horse wantonly stabbed, private gardens robbed. Such conduct is 
disgraceful in itself, unworthy of Southern soldiers, and only equaled 
by the marauding hordes that are invading our soil. It is hoped that 
such things may not occur again in future, but if ever they should, it 
is enjoined not only upon all officers, but upon all good men also, to 
ferret out and expose to ignominy and punishment the guilty parties, 
whose conduct when unexposed brings down common disgrace upon 
all. The patriot soldier who has left all the comforts and luxuries of 
home to battle for his country’s rights will be exposed to suspicion and 
must bear his portion of the common disgrace. It therefore behooves 
him above all others to assist in detecting the guilty. 

By order of Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers: 

ADDISON CRAFT, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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RICHMOND, VA., February 19, 1862. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Jackson, Tenn.: 

Your dispatch to General Cooper received. Evacuation decided on. 
Select defensive position below. Look to safety of artillery and muni- 
tions. A fleet of boats should promptly be sent from Memphis or 
other point to aid the movement. 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


NASHVILLE, [Lebruary] 19, 1862. 
General JOHNSTON: 
The enemy landed at Clarksville from three gunboats at half-past 
four o’clock to-day. 
i JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier- General. 


a 


RicHMoND, february 19, 1862. 
Col. D. LEADBETTER, Knoxville, Tenn.: 

Move the regiment to a point on the railroad convenient for marching 
to the Gap, and hold them there unless re-enforcements are required at 
the Gap. An agent was sent from here on the 13th to attend to the 
matter of bacon at Knoxville. We wait to receive his report. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 





GLADESVILLE, February 19, 1862. 
[General S. COOPER,|  - 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I send you the reports received this morning just before 
day. Yesterday it was said the enemy had all left Piketon to go down 
the river, and I requested a friend in Richmond to say so to you. 1 did 
not then credit that report, and a day brings forth this most unsatis- 
factory solution of his movements. 

You see Colonel Williams says two of his companies have gone to 
the head of the Cumberland. They are hunting corn to feed upon. 
All the horses brokén down and distempered were sent off a week 
since to feed and be recruited, and are now near 40 miles from the 
wagons. Iam scouring this country to-day to press horses to bring 
away the wagons, intending to concentrate my forces behind Clinch 
River if they can whip me at Osborne’s Gap, which I think is not un- 
likely at all. I have ordered Colonels Trigg and Moore to move in this 
direction, taking provisions on pack-horses, and I have ordered Will- 
iams to resist the occupancy of Osborne’s Gap with his regiment, and 
if he has to retreat, to move by the way of the Crane’s Nest back on 
Guest’s Station, where it is to be hoped Trigg and Moore will join the 
forces retreating from Pound Gap. 

I feel, sir, that my task is as onerous as it is unwelcome, and I mourn 
that impending disasters should be the fate awaiting my administration 
of this command. , 

I am, &¢., 
H. MARSHALL, | 
Brigadier-General. 
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[Inclosures.] 


CAMP NEAR THE PowunD, February 18, 1862. 
[General HUMPHREY MARSHALL,]. Gladesville: 


GENERAL: I send you Major Thompson’s note. I have not a day’s 
supply of bread. 

‘wo of my companies are on head of Cumberland. The scout of 
Major Thompson is here; he says the 1,400 mentioned in the note came 
up Elkhorn, and that the main force is coming up Shelby, with their 
wagons, &¢. | 

(WILLIAMS. ] 


| PouND GaP, February 18, 1862. 
Colonel WILLIAMS: 


The enemy stays 6 miles below Osbarne’s to-night. My scouts just 
came in and gave me the news. They aim to take Osborne’s Gap to- 
morrow. Send an express to General Marshall; I have not a horse, or 
I would. 

Yours, truly, 
JOHN B. THOMPSON, 
Major, Virginia Volunteers. 


The number below Osborne is 1,400; they expect to meet the main 
body at Shelby Gap. Be on the alert. 
JOHN B. THOMPSON. 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, C.S. A,, 
Richmond, Va., February 20,.1862. 


Maj. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK, Columbus, Ky.: 


Str: I have received your several communications from Captain 
Williams, and he has been detained a.day or two, to enable us to 
obtain such information of the late engagement at Fort Donelson and 
the movement of our troops as would authorize a definite decision 
as to our future movements. We have been disappointed in receiv- 
ing reliable dispatches; but yesterday a telegram arrived from General 
Beauregard to the following effect: 

Columbus, with present defensive resources, must meet the fate of Fort Donelson, 
with loss of entire army, as all ways of retreat by rail and river can be cut off by the 
enemy’s superior forces from Tennessee; a hazard contrary to art of war. Therefore 
should now decide whether to hold Columbus to the last extremity with its garrison 
(say 3,500 men), withdrawing other forces for subsequent use, or the evacuation of the 
place and new defensive positions taken. My health is too feeble to authorize me to 
assume command, but I shall advise with General Polk. 

To this dispatch, communicated to us in cipher, I replied, by the 
President’s instructions: : 

Evacuation decided on. Select defensive position below. Look to safety of artillery 


and munitions. A fleet of boats should promptly be sent from Memphis to aid the 
movement. 


This correspondence, which has probably been communicated to you 
by General Beauregard, will no doubt have already caused you to 
commence the movement, and I have nothing to add. I have only to 
request that you will, as promptly as possible, use every endeavor to 
save the cannon and munitions of war, which we cannot replace and 
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cannot afford to lose. Heayy re-enforcements from the South will 
reach you, and I suppose four or five regiments from New Orleaus 
must already be in Tennessee, as well as four regiments from General 
Bragg’s command, to be further increased by four regiments from this 
neighborhood. Some 10,000 additional veteran troops will be thrown 
forward from the South, and no effort will be spared to save the line of 
communication between Memphis and Bristol, so vital to our defense. 

We have no accurate knowledge of the events at Fort Donelson, 
but are satisfied that the resistance was glorious. ‘The reverse was, 
unfortunately, the case at Roanoke Island. 

I am, your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





MURFREESBOROUGH, February 20, 1862. 
General JOHNSTON: 

The gunboats landed at Clarksville yesterday at 3 o’clock. The 
bridges here were destroyed this morning. Jam still attempting to 
get trains off, but the difficulties are immense. The troops will all 
leave here to-day. ‘ . 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


ES 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 1. Corinth, Miss., February 20, 1862. 
By authority from Major-General Polk the undersigned assumes 
command of all the Confederate forces on the Memphis and Charleston 
Railroad as far as Decatur and in its vicinity, north and south. 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier. General, Commanding. 





CoRINTH, Miss., February 20, 1862-—5.30 p. m. 


Brigadier-General CHALMERS, 
Commanding at Tuka, Miss.: 


One gunboat passed Hamburg, Tennessee River, this morning at 10 
o'clock, for Florence, it is reliably reported. The people on board 
state that another boat, with transports, will pass up to-morrow. 

Take immediate measures to protect Florence, if you have the means 
to do so. If not, inform me at once. 

Have you a field battery ready for service? Have you any heavy 
guns? What quantity of powder have you? Answer. 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, Commanding Brigade. 





CoRINTH, Miss., February 20, 1862—6. p. m. 
Major-General LOVELL, New Orleans, La.: 


I am ordered to command the district embracing the Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad. One gunboat has just passed Hamburg for Flor- 
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ence, and reports that another will go up to- ‘morrow, with transports. I 
am in want of Semmes’ battery. Can you send it tome? I hope that 
you will send me the Fourth Regiment. The Nineteenth has not a cart- 
ridge, and I can’t get any from Memphis or Nashville. The Seventeenth 
Regiment is expected to-night. Answer. | 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 





SPECIAL er rt HEADQUARTERS C. 8. TROOPS, 
No. Luka, Miss., February 20, 1862. 


Major aes will take two companies of his command and pro- 
ceed at once to Eastport, keep in view of the gunboat of the enemy 
reported in sight by his scouts, and watch the enemy, keeping his com- 
mand without the range of the enemy’s guns, not exposing his command 
in any way, but keep informed as to his movements, and act with due 
discretion, and report,as the exigency may require, to these head- 
quarters. 

By order of Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers: 

WM. M. STRICKLAND, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 





JACKSON, TENN., February 21, 1862. 
General S. COUPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: I regret profoundly to have to acquaint the War Depart- 
ment that my ill health has made it improper for me as yet to assume 
the command assigned me. 

In accordance with instructions, I repaired with as little delay as 
practicable to Bowling Green, Ky., and reported to General A. S. 
Johnston, commanding the department, on the night of the 4th instant. 
After several interviews with him and the fall of Fort Henry, an in- 
formal conference was held at my lodgings on the 7th instant, at which 
General Johnston, Major- General Hardee, and myself were present, for 
the consideration of the military exigency. On that occasion it was de- 
termined that, Fort Henry having fallen and Fort Donelson not being 
long tenable, ‘preparations should be made at once for the removal of 
the army on that line in rear of the Cumberland River at Nashville, 
while a strong point on that river some few miles below the city should 
be fortified forthwith against the approach by that way of gunboats and 
transports. 

The troops then at Clarksville were to be thrown across to the south- 
ern bank of the Cumberland, leaving only a sufficient force in the town 
to protect the manufactories and other property in which the Confed- 
erate Government was interested. 

In the event of a further retrograde movement becoming inevitable, 
Stevenson was chosen as a suitable point for a stand, and subsequent 
movements were to be determined by circumstances. 

It was likewise determined that the possession of the Tennessee 
River by the enemy, consequent upon the capitulation of Fort Henry, 
must break the direct communication between the army at Bowling 
Green and the one at Columbus, which henceforward must act inde- 
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pendently of each other until they can again be brought together. 
Meantime the first must defend the State of Tennessee along the line 
already indicated; the second that part of the State included between 
the Tennessee ‘and Mississippi Rivers. But as the possession of the 
Tennessee River by the enemy had also rendered the communications 
of the army at Columbus liable to be cut off at any time from that 
river by an overflowing force of the enemy rapidly concentrated from 
the various points of the Ohio, it had become further necessary to guard 
and provide against such a calamity, to which end it was decided that 
the main force in occupation of Columbus should fall back upon Hum- 
boldt, and thence, if need be, to Grand Junction, so as to protect Mem- 
phis from either point and still secure a line of retreat to the latter 
place or Grenada, Miss., or even to Jackson, of that State. 

Finally, at Columbus, left with a sufficient garrison for the defense 
of the works there, assisted by Hollins’ gunboats, a desperate defense 
of the river was to be made. But at the same time transports were 
to be collected and held near by for the prompt removal of*the entire 
garrison when the position was no longer tenable in the opinion of the 
commanding officer. Meanwhile Island No. 10 and Fort Pillow would 
be fortified for defense to the last extremity, assisted by the naval gun- 
boats, which as a last resort would retire to the vicinity of Memphis, 
where another resolute stand should be made. | 

Iive days later, in view of existing conditions, I addressed to General 
Johnston a paper, a copy of which I now transmit for the information 
of the War Department. 

On reaching here I received information that confirmed my views in 
great part as set forth in that letter, and satisfied me that to attempt 
to hold Columbus with any force now at my disposition could only 
result in an early fate like that of Fort Donelson and the loss of the 
Mississippi Valley as a necessary consequence. Unfit physically to 
visit Columbus, I requested General Polk and Governor Harris to meet 
me here. They did so. Meantime your reply to my telegraphic dis- 
patch touching the further occupation of Columbus had been received. 
Arrangements were made for the prompt defense of Island No. 10, a 
position naturally of great strength, and New Madrid; for the early 
evacuation of the position at Columbus, and removal of the large stores 
of supplies and munitions now there in such way as to avoid pub- 
licity. These new lines can be made of great strength with a garrison 
of about 5,000 men, thus leaving free my main force for maneuver and 
‘defensive, active” operations against the enemy as he shall penetrate 
the country by the avenues now unfortunately in his possession. 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, C. S. Army. 


[Inclosure. ] 


BowLine GREEN, Ky., February 12, 1862. 


General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Commanding Western Department, Bowling Green, Ky.: 


GENERAL: By the fall of Fort Henry the enemy, having possession 
of the Tennessee River, which is navigable for their gunboats and 
transports to Florence, it becomes evident that the forces under your 
immediate command and those under General Polk, separated unfortu- 
nately by that river, can no longer act in concert, and will be unable to 
support each other until the fortune of war shall have restored the Ten- 
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nessee River to our possession or combined the movements of the two 
armies in rear of it. , 

It also becomes evident that by the possession of that river. the. 
enemy can concentrate rapidly by means of his innumerable transports 
all his disposable forces on any point along its banks, either to attack 
Nashville in rear or cut off the communications of Columbus by the 
river with Memphis and by the railroads with the Memphis and Charles- 
ton Railroad. — 

Should the enemy determine on the former plan of operations, your 
army, threatened in front and on right flanks by Buell’s large army, 
will be in a very critical condition, and may be forced to take refuge 
on the south side of the Tennessee River, in Alabama and Georgia or 
Eastern Tennessee. But should Halleck adopt the secend plan referred 
to, the position at Columbus will then become no longer tenable for an 
army inferior in strength to that of the enemy, and it must fall back to 
some central point, where it can guard the two main railroads to Mem- 
phis, 2. e., from Louisville and from Charleston. Jackson, Tenn., would 
probably be the best position for such an object, with strong detach- 
ments at Humboldt and Corinth and with the necessary advance guards. 
The Memphis and Charleston Road, so important on account of its ex- 
tension through Eastern Tennessee and Virginia, must be properly 
guarded from Iuka to Tuscumbia, and even to Decatur, if practicable. 

Columbus must either be left to be defended to the last extremity by 
its proper garrison, assisted by Hollins’ fleet of gunboats, and provided 
with provisions and ammunition for several months, or abandoned alto- 
gether, its armament and garrison being transferred, if practicable, to 
Fort Pillow, which, I am informed, is a naturally and artificially strong 
position, about 100 miles above Memphis. Island No. 10, near New 
Madrid, could also be held by its garrison, assisted by Hollins’ fleet, 
until the possession of New Madrid by the enemy would also compel 
that position to be evacuated. 

I am clearly of the opinion that to attempt at present to hold so 
advanced a position as Columbus with the movable army under Gen- 
eral Polk, when its communication can be so readly cut off by a supe- 
rior force acting from the Tennessee River as a new base, would be to 
jeopardize not only the safety of that army, but necessarily of the whole 
Mississippi Valley. Hence I desire, as far as practicable, specific in- 
structions as to the future movements of the army of which I am about 
to assume the command. If it be necessary for the safety of the coun- 
try to make with all my forces a desperate stand at Columbus, I am 
ready to do so. 

I regret much that illness has prevented me from being already at 
my post, but during my stay here I believe I have made myself as well 
acquainted with your general views and intentions as circumstances 
have permitted, and which I will always be happy to carry into effect 
to the best of my abilities. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, C. S. Army. 





Camp DESHA, February 21, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK: 


DEAR Sir: At 5 o’clock this evening I returned from the expedition 
over to Camp Beauregard and vicinity. Owing to the heavy rains I 
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could not get to Viola, but I have destroyed the railroads as well as pos- 
sible from within 5 miles south of Mayfield back to Fulton Station. All 
the bridges are destroyed as far as Viola, Major King and others hav- 
ing done that on the Obion and other creeks some time ago. 

I destroyed the engine and some of the cars. Those I did not destroy 
were full of provisions and other stores belonging to the Government. 
The depot building and cars at Fulton Station are all full to overflow- 
ing with provisions, &c., and if they are not speedily moved will be 
materially damaged. As soon as they can be removed the cars will 
be destroyed. I had a large lot of flour and other provisions, some 
wagons, &c., moved from Camp Beauregard to Fulton Station, and 
there, as directed by you, I set fire to that camp. 

I learned from Judge Campbell, of Paducah, that the enemy admit 
that they lost 5,000 men in killed and wounded in the battles at Fort 
Donelson. 

Hoping, general, that our work may be satisfactory to you, I have 
the honor to be, your obedient servant 

| T. H. LOGWOOD, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 





GLADESVILLE, VA., February 21, 1862. 


General 8S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: I received dispatch in the night last night from Colonel 
Williams, whose regiment I had ordered to occupy Osborne’s Gap. He 
says the enemy has gone back to Piketon; had been up to the head of 
Marrowbone, but that his force is exaggerated. 1 ordered Trigg’s and 
Moore’s regiments forward. They came promptly through rain, Show, 
and mud, the former making 16 miles yesterday and the front 9 by 12 
to-day. I permit them to return to their position on the Clinch. 

I did hope ere this to hear from you. Something should be done, 
general, to enable the officer in command of this country to remove the 
bad and unsound men from those neighborhoods where they can and 
do daily communicate with the enemy. 

Hoping that the Department will answer my letters, and especially 
that which asks leave to visit Richmond for a few days, I remain, your 
obedient servant, _ 

HH. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General, 0. S. Army. 





[FEBRUARY 22, 1862.—For Bragg to Benjamin, in reference to re-en- 
forcements for Kentucky, &c., see Series I, Vol. VI, p. 829.] 


TS 


RICHMOND, VA., February 23, 1862. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Murfreesborough, Tenn. : 


General M. Lovell has sent four regiments to Corinth, Miss. Give 
your orders whether they are to join you or General Polk. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 
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JACKSON, TENN., February 23, 1862. 


General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 


GENERAL: I have to submit herewith a copy of a circular I have 
felt called upon to address to the Governors respectively of the States 
of Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Alabama. which I hope may 
meet the sanction of the War Department. I shall be pleased to re- 
ceive the instructions and views of the Department as soon as practi- 
cable. 

Itis presumed that the troops thus called into the field may be raised 
without difficulty or much delay, especially if I am authorized at once 
to receive them as parts of the quotas due from the several States men- 
tioned. | 

In connection with the letter of Major-General Van Dorn, I beg leave 
to submit that all operations in States bordering on the Mississippi 
River should be made subordinate to the secure possession of that 
river, which, if lost, would involve the complete isolation and destruc- 
tion of any army west of it 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, C. S. Army. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


CONFIDENTIAL CIRCULAR. | 
JACKSON, TENN., February 21, 1862. 


DEAR SiR: As you are aware, heavy disasters have recently befallen 
our arms on the Kentucky border. The Tennessee River is in posses- 
sion of the enemy since the capture of Fort Henry. The evacuation of 
Bowling Green and subsequent fall of Fort Donelson, with large loss of 
officers, men, arms, and munitions, have so weakened us on that line 
that Nashville can only be held by superhuman energy, determination, 
and courage. At the same time the direct communications of the forces 
at Columbus with those under General A. S. Johnston are broken, and 
the two armies effectually isolated from each other. With the enemy 
in command of the Tennessee River the position at Columbus is so en- 
dangered from a land approach from that river by a greatly superior | 
force, that its fall must be regarded as certain unless extraordinary 
efforts are made to re-enforce its present small army of occupation. I 
need not dwell upon the consequences of such a disaster. Suffice it to 
say it would involve the immediate loss to the Confederate States of 
the Mississippi River and Valley. 

In view of the palpable situation, I am instructed to evacuate Co- 
lumbus and take up less vulnerable positions on and in the vicinity of 
Island No. 10 and at New Madrid. In the execution of this measure, 
however, much will depend on the energy with which our enemy may 
tollow up his late successes, and whether he will give us time to with- 
draw and receive his onset elsewhere. 

Coming to this command at such a crisis, I have been filled with a 
profound anxiety and sense of the necessity for a prompt, resolute en- 
counter with the exigency in time to prevent an irrevocable defeat. 
Columbus is now occupied by but about 12,000 men of all arms. At 
Island No. 10 and New Madrid are some 4,000 more, to which add Rug- 
gles’ brigade, and are under General Chalmers at Iuka, say, 5,000 more. 
Thus you will perceive I have a force at my disposition of but 21,000. 
If we remain supine and unaroused to the dangers accumulating day 
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by day, awaiting the advance of the enemy, he will assemble such a 
force as to insure his success and a repetition of the late disasters only 
with more desolating consequences. 

Hence I have thought I would submit for the consideration of the 
Governors of the Mississippi Valley States a plan which I deem most 
practicable for the recovery of our losses and defense of this river, and 
call upon them for the means of execution. 

I propose that the Governors of the States of Tennessee, Mississippi, 
and Alabama and your excellency shall each furnish me with from 
5,000 to 10,000 men, armed and equipped, with the utmost possible celerity, 
for time is precious and dispatch essential to success. I shall call on 
General Van Dorn to unite his forces with mine, and leaving a suitable 
garrison at Columbus, with troops to guard and hold my rear at Island 
No. 10, I would then take the field with at least 40,000 men, march on 
Paducah, seize and close the mouths of the Tennessee and Cumberland 
Rivers; aided by gunboats, I could also successfully assail Cairo, and 
threaten, if not indeed take, Saint Louis itself. 

In this way be assured we may most certainly and speedily recover 
our losses and insure the defense of the valley of the Mississippi, and 
every man you may send me will really be placed in the best possible 
position for the defense of his own home and hearth-stone. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, O. S. Army. 


This confidential circular was sent by special messengers to the Gover- 
nors of Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, the rendezvous 
of the troops furnished to be as follows: Those from Tennessee, at Jack- 
son, Tenn.; from Alabama, at Corinth; from Mississippi, at Grand Junc- 
tion; from Louisiana, at Jackson, Tenn., if by railroad, and at Colum- 
bus, Ky., if by water. 

G. T. B. 


{[Inclosure No. 2.] 


JACKSON, TENN., February 21, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. EARL VAN DORN, 
Commanding, &c., Pacahontas, Ark.: 


My DEAR GENERAL: By the fall of the Tennessee and Cumberland 
Rivers the forces under General Polk (now to be under me) are en- 
tirely cut off from those under General A. 8. Johnston, and must now 
depend upon themselves alone for the defense of the Mississippi River 
and contiguous States. The fall of Columbus and of Island No. 10 
must necessarily be followed immediately by the loss of the whole Mis- 
sissippi Valley to the mouth of the Mississippi River. The fate of Mis- 
souri necessarily depends on the successful defense of Columbus and 
of Island No. 10; hence we must, if possible, combine our operations 
not only to defend those positions, but also to take the offensive as soon 
as practicable to recover some of our lost ground. I have just called 
on the Governors of Tennessee, Louisiana, and Mississippi for 5,000 
men from each State. I have 15,000 disposable for the field. If you 
could certainly join me, via New Madrid or Columbus, with 10,000 
more, w2 could thus take the field with 40,000 men; take Cairo, Padu- 
cah, the mouths of the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers, and most 
probably be able to take also Saint Louis by the river. What say you 
to this brilliant programme, which I know is fully practicable if we can 


Cuar. XVII] = CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 901 


get the forces? At all events we must do something or die in the at- 
tempt; otherwise all will be shortly lost. 


Yours, truly and sincerely, 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, C. S. Army. 


P. S.—I expect also the co-operation of twelve gunboats from New 
Orleans. I will inform you of the Governors’ answers as soon as re- 
ceived. | 


RICHMOND, VA., February 23, 1862. 
Hon. OTHO R. SINGLETON, Richmond : 


DEAR Sir: Your proffered kindness touching my personal advance- 
ment induces me to the liberty of requesting your aid in making known 
to the War Department certain reasons, seeming to me proper, for 
removing to Tennessee, as a field of service, the Seventh and Four- 
teenth Tennessee Regiments, and also in calling attention of the Depart- 
ment to some views deemed worthy of consideration in respect to the 
importance of our immediately possessing, by whatever force is neces. 
sary, the sections of Southern Kentucky and all Tennessee. 

First, with regard to the troops mentioned, they, with my own regi- 
ment, have for some time past composed a brigade under my command, 
and I have every reason to believe if they be sent to Tennessee they 
can be forthwith re-enlisted almost in mass; and, if not sent, I fear they 
may hesitate to do so. I must say, in justice to myself, I do not under- 
take to justify this spirit in the troops, but only mention it as an exist- 
ing fact to be dealt with in the prudence of the Department. The 
condition of going to Tennessee can be offered and the re-enlistments 
secured before the troops are moved, and I think this course advisable. 
They are troops inured to the service, and the advantage of re-en- 
gaging such, armed and prepared for the war, is doubtless appreciated 
by the Department. | 

With respect to the territory mentioned, I am impressed that, well 
considered, its relative importance to the Confederacy will induce the 
speediest possible concentration there of sufficient forces to dispute its 
possession with the enemy, even if this can only be done by temporarily 
weakening other positions less vital in importance; for to allow the 
enemy possession is at once the abandonment of our most reliable cereal 
region, important besides for its manufacturing resources, and the 
section most populous with material for soldiers. Such a condition 
will induce many who would otherwise stand bravely in arms for us to 
succumb under despair of successful resistance and the hope of being 

-unmolested in person and property. But, further, Middle and West 
Tennessee constitute a field for operations the possession of which will 
in all military respects be as positively advantageous to the enemy as 
its loss would be disadvantageous to us. For, first, it is a country 
capable of sustaining a large army; secondly, with the enemy’s advan- 
tage of us in capability of manufacturing machinery for transportation 
and motive power by land and water, his fleets of gunboats on the Mis- 
sissippi River will make safe the right flank of his army occupying the 
country and the Cumberland Mountains will do the same for his left, 
for there is no road through these mountains of sufficient capacity to 
transport the most necessary supplies of an army which would be ade- 
quate to seriously affect his rear. In direct terms, the position 1s one 
which, once fairly in possession of the enemy, cannot be turned, Afford- 
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ing to us but a front exposure, with to him available lines of trans- 
portation in rear, both of railroad and navigable waters, extending to 
his sources of supply of all war material, a soldier will not’fail to appre- 
ciate a position presenting but a front exposure to hisenemy. Besides 
all this, does not the enemy’s possession of the field in question bring 
him almost upon our States of sparse white and dense black popula- 
tion, and perhaps to some extent even threaten the rear of our army . 
on the Potomac ? 

These views, it seems to me, will warrant the assertion that our im- 
mediate possession of the field in question is to us a military necessity. 

I believe if we have one distinctly peculiar advantage in this war 
it is position; that is to say (the affirmative of the war being with the 
enemy), the power of making him attack us in such positions as we may 
select. Ifthe enemy has one advantage peculiar, and I acknowledge 
it a great one, it is the inequality of results of battle between us. If 
we beat him, while his facilities of trade with the arms markets of the 
world exist, and his own to manufacture them, results to us are lim- 
ited to the destruction of an army. But if he beat us, we lose what we 
can worse spare than an army—arms. It was, perhaps, in substance 
the application of these two propositions which gave us the victory at 
Manassas, and prevented our hazarding pursuit of the foe across the 
Potomac. Deeply impressed with these views of our relations to the 
enemy (acknowledging exceptions to the rule), I have felt it was our 
veneral policy in this war to prudently avoid unnecessary hazards, and 
in the main compel him to yield us the advantage of position in en- 
vagements; but I do not realize that a vigorous, even an attacking, 
resistance for the rescue and possession of the field in question and 
adopted speedily as possible, will at all violate the rule of policy stated. 
If it be with us a necessity to repossess these sections, and we allow 
the enemy to hold them until he can intrench or even examine the 
country sufficiently to establish for himself the best line of defense, 
when we shall undertake to drive him will we not find our peculiar 
advantage—position—has been transferred to him without diminish- 
ing his peculiar one, the inequality of the results of battle? 

What, then, is our capacity and true policy? I believe 50,000 troops 
can be promptly concentrated in Tennessee without seriously risking 
any other position at all equaling this in importance and that it should 
be done. There, from the nature of their probably attacking duties, 
should be, if practicable, our best troops; for, taking it that courage IS 
common to all our army, raw troops will more nearly equal the effi- 
ciency of trained ones in defending intrenched positions than in gen-’ 
eral field service and active operations. With this number of such troops 
the enemy may be resisted, harassed, or even under favorable circum- 
stances attacked in main force, though his numbers double ours; for 
it is not certain, and is even greatly to be doubted, if there is amongst ~ 
their generals the ability to combine and use in battle more than with 
this number we might oppose to them. Suppose them to have double 
our numbers, and yet their commander be unable to make available a 
larger number than we oppose to him, may not his surplus become a mil- 
itary fungus, in that while it cannot be appropriated against, it-yet may 
be panic-stricken or stampeded by us? On full consideration, may it 
not be, when armies too large to be conveniently wielded are brought 
in conflict, that the chances of victory are in favor of the lesser one, 
especially if it have advantage in spirit, training, or in being better 
commanded. | 

The advantages to us in the general economy and those of greater 
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secrecy and security in our marches and maneuvers which would accrue 
from our being amongst a friendly population would be worth some- 
thing to our Army; but the advantage, if not necessity, to our cause 
of encouraging and holding the people firm in the resolve never to 
submit, which the pressure with them of an active army would give, is 
of momentous importance. Let the people be kept aroused; let them 
not adopt the blighting fallacy of argument, what our Army cannot 
do it is hopeless for us to undertake; but, on the contrary, let them be 
encouraged to resist and inspired with the determination never to 
yield, and then for us time becomes a position which neither gunboats 
can successfully assault nor numbers flank. Against it both are impo- 
tent. Under its pressure the enemy must go down in hopeless bank- 
ruptcy or disband his armies, perhaps do both. Hither affords us the 
independence worth all our sacrifice and which must be won. It may 
be considerations touching our foreign relations, and of which I am 
wholly ignorant, suffice in wisdom to detract from the importance, or 
even directly conflict with the immediate adoption, of the views here 
advanced. Speedy armed intervention from abroad may be confidently 
relied on, or possibly pressing necessity to hold inviolate our capital, 
to the end of securing our recognition by foreign powers, may enhance 
its value politically, if not for the present give to it an essentiality 
even beyond what pertains to it in any strictly military sense, such as 
being a point strategic, strong, or otherwise important. These con- 
siderations I have not embraced, but gone upon the assumption we 
were alone and unaided to fight our battle out. You must take my 
views as a Soldier, not a statesman. 

In conclusion, it is my hope I am not biased by any personal or geo- 
graphical circumstances. I know myself sincere in the belief that if I 
thought any other part of my country more immediately important to 
the whole than the sections mentioned I would say make all efforts to 
first hold that part. : 

The views I have expressed are the earnest convictions of one whose 
fortune, life, and every worldly hope have been cheerfully and without 
a single regret staked upon the issue of the pending contest. They 
are not urged with the insolence of demand or uttered with the mur- 
mer of complaint, but submitted respectfully, and with unwavering 
confidence in the courage, wisdom, and virtue of the Chief Magistrate 
directing the country. | 

Very truly, your friend, 


GEO. MANEY. 
ORDERS, ! HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
No. 3. Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 23, 1862. 


Under great necessity temporary possession may be taken of wag- 
ons, teams, and other property of our citizens for the use of the army ; 
but this authority can be exercised by chiefs of the army alone. 

It is positively prohibited to any officer to seize, take, or impress 
property of any kind except by written order of the commanding gen- 
eral or division commander, and this authority must be exhibited to 
the party from whom the property is taken. 

Officers or soldiers violating this order will be arrested, proceeded 
against, and punished as plunderers and marauders. 

By command of General Johnston: 


Ww. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
No. 4. Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 23, 1862. 


The Central Army is reorganized as follows, viz: 
FIRST DIVISION. 


Major-General HARDEE. 


First Brigade. 
Brigadier-General HINDMAN. 


2d Arkansas, Colonel Govan. 

5th Arkansas, Colonel Cross. 

6th Arkansas, Colonel Hawthorn. 

7th Arkansas, Colonel Shaver. 

3d Confederate, Colonel Marmaduke. 

Miller’s battery. 

Swett’s battery. 

Ist Arkansas Cavalry (five companies), 
Captain Chrisman. 

Bennett’s cavalry. 


Second Brigade. 
Colonel CLEBURNE. 
1st Arkansas, Colonel Patton. 


6th Mississippi, Colonel Thornton. 
5th Tennessee, Colonel Hill. 


23d Tennessee, Colonel Neill. 


24th Tennessee, Colonel Allison. 
Watson Battery. 


ATTACHED. 


Adams’ cavalry. 
Biffle’s cavalry. 
Shoup’s artillery battalion. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Major-General CRITTENDEN. 


First Brigade. 
Brigadier-General CARROLL. 


17th Tennessee, Colonel Newman. 
—— Tennessee, Colonel Stanton. 
29th Tennessee, Colonel Powell. 
37th Tennessee, Colonel White. 
Hawkins’ battalion. 

Baker’s battery. 

Monsarrat’s battery. 

Gordon’s cavalry. 


Second Brigade. 
Colonel STATHAM. 


15th Mississippi, Major Brantey 

22d Mississippi, Lieutenant-Col. Schalle2. 
19th Tennessee, Colonel Cummings. 

20th Tennessee, Colonel Battle. 

—— Tennessee, Colonel Murray. 

45th Tennessee, Colonel Lytle. 
Rutledge’s battery. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Brigadier-General PILLOW. 


First Brigade. 
Brigadier-General Woop. 


7th Alabama, Colonel Coltart. 
16th Alabama, Colonel Wood. 

8th Arkansas, Colonel Patterson. 

9th Arkansas Battalion, Major Kelly. 
Mississippi Battalion, Major Hardcastle. 
27th Tennessee, Colonel Williams. 
44th Tennessee, Colonel McDaniel. 
55th Tennessee, Colonel McKorn. 
Byrne’s battery. 
Harper’s battery. 
Avery’s cavalry company. 


Second Brigade. 
Colonel BOWEN. 


9th Arkansas, Colonel Dunlop. 
10th Arkansas, Colonel Merrick. 
9d Confederate, Colonel Martin. 
1st Missouri, Colonel Bowen. 
Merrick’s battery. 
Scott’s cavalry. 
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RESERVE. 


Brigadier-General BRECKINRIDGH’s brigade. 





3d Kentucky, Colonel Thompson. Clifton’s battalion. 
4th Kentucky, Colonel Trabue. Hale’s battalion. 
Sth Kentucky, Colonel Hunt. Helm’s cavalry battalion. 
6th Kentucky, Colonel Lewis. | Morgan’s cavalry. 
Colonel Crew’s regiment. | Nelson’s cavalry. 
| Lyon’s battery. 
UNATTACHED. 


Colonel Forrest’s cavalry. 
Colonel Wharton’s (8th Texas) cavalry. 


General Johnston assumes command of the army. 
By command of General Johnston: 
WwW. W. MACKALL, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS C. S. FORCES, 
No. 4. Corinth, Miss., February 23, 1862. 


In conformity with orders from General Bragg the undersigned as- 
sumes command of the District of North Alabama. 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General, 0. 8. Army. 


MURFREESBOROUGH, [February] 24, 1862. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS: 


My movements have been delayed by a storm on the 22d washing 
away pike and railroad bridge at this place. Floyd, 2,500 strong, will 
march for Chattanooga to-morrow to defend the central line. This 
army will move on 26th, by Decatur, for the valley of Mississippi; is 
in good condition and increasing in numbers. 

A. 8. JOHNSTON, 
General. 





JACKSON, TENN., February 24, 1862. 


General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 


GENERAL: As I had anticipated before leaving Centreville, I find 
that the troops at Columbus have not been regularly organized accord- 
ing to long-recognized military usage, founded on experience, in alt 
services. | 

It is true there is a nominal organization into “divisions,” formed of 
other subdivisions called “ brigades,” but upon no regular basis. For 
example, General McCown commands one of these so-called divisions 
of but five regiments of infantry; that is more properly a brigade. 
Another of these divisions consists ot two brigades of three regiments 
each, Brigadier-General Cheatham commanding the division. The 
other division, so called, really has had no division commander since 
the departure of Brigadier-General Pillow. It consists of some eight 
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regiments, which form two brigades, I believe, commanded by their 
senior colonels, respectively 

Brig. Gen. A. P. Stewart commands an independent brigade of three 
regiments and the heavy artillery, and is in immediate command of the 
works. 

In addition there are quite 1,400 cavalry, over whom there should be 
some competent commander. 

These twenty-two regiments really ought to be subdivided into five 
brigades, two of them of four regiments and two of five regiments each, 
taking the weakest regiment for the latter. Larger brigades of volun- 
teers cannot be well handled in action, and I should prefer on that 
account brigades of but four regiments. I regard the divisional organi- 
zation as absolutely essential. My experience fully confirms the mili- 
tary practice in European services in this connection. Volunteers need 
these subdivisions even more than regular troops. 

As reported in a previous communication, I have called upon the 
Governors of Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Alabama for addi- 
tional troops. To-day I hear by telegraph that they will be furnished 
with the utmost alacrity and dispatch. For their prompt organization 
brigade commanders will be wanted. 

At present the general officers at Columbus are Major-General Polk, 
Brigadier-Generals Cheatham, McCown, and A. P. Stewart. 

Under these circumstances I must respectfully recall the attention 
of the Department to my letter written just as I was leaving Centre- 
ville, touching the organization of this army. I would, however, so 
qualify that letter as to say that officers serving now with the troops 
at Columbus, who may have been recommended by Generals Polk and 
Johnston for the command of brigades, should justly have precedence 
over those indicated by me as suitable for such commands. But some, 
at least, of those I recommended for division and brigade commands I 
shall need at an early day for the organization and command of the 
new levies, and I trust the President may be pleased to appoint and 
send them to report to me with as little delay as practicable. 

The services of Colonel Mackall as a division commander I consider 
indispensable at this critical juncture. My health is such as to make 
it essential for me to have as many trained, experienced officers to aid 
me as practicable. 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
: G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, C. S. Army. 


JACKSON, TENN., February 24, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commanding, &e., Corinth, Miss.: 

DEAR GENERAL: The movements of the enemy in front of and in 
vicinity of Columbus and in the Tennessee River (it is removed as far 
as Savannah) make it necessary to watch him at once with the utmost 
vigilance. Therefore, although I have not assumed command formally, 
1 shall advise the following, to save the time it would take to commu- 
nicate with and through General Polk. | 

Ist. Hold Hamburg, on the Tennessee River, in strict observation 
from Corinth. 

2d. Place a battalion of your command at Henderson Station, on 
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, and assume command of the local troops 
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already there, consisting of a regiment of infantry, 400 cffectives, some 
200 of whom only are armed with double-barrel shot-guns, and 140 cav- 
alry, armed with double-barrel shot-guns and knives. 

3d. Place another battalion at McNairy’s Station, and hold in obser- 
vation a road leading through Purdy to Savannah, on Tennessee River. 

4th. Send a howitzer, if practicable, with each battalion. — 

Sth. Hold in observation the landing on Tennessee River opposite a 
place called Waterloo. 

6th. The cavalry now at Henderson must be used to all possible ad- 
vantage as outposts and vedettes and in procuring information of the 
movements of the enemy on the river. 

There is another cavalry company at Bolivar which was offered, armed 
with shot-guns, which may be taken into active service at once. 

There is at Henderson no ammunition for the infantry now there, I 
hear from Colonel Lea, commanding there. 

J would further advise you to order up to Corinth the rest of your 
brigade from Grand Junction, and to hold all your command ready for 
any emergency, including Brigadier-General Chalmers’ brigade. 


Yours, very truly, Be ae anaes 
"General CO. 8. Army. 


ee 


CoRINTH, Miss., February 24, 1862. 
General RUGGLES: 


Sir: There are five bridges between Corinth and Memphis, and 
guarded as follows: | 

Cypress Creek, about 14 miles west of Corinth, 150 to 200 feet long ; 
two watchmen at night and one by day. 

Tuscumbia River, about 16 miles, 150 to 200 feet long; four men at 
night and one by day. . 

Hatchie River, about 18 miles, 150 to 200 feet long; two men at night 
and one by day. 

Wolf River, 55 miles west, 150 to 175 feet long; one man at night 
and one by day. 

Grissom’s Creek, 58 miles west, about 100 feet long; one watchman 
by night and section-house in sight. 

Muddy Creek, an iron trestle, 20 miles west, about 100 feet long; no 
guard. 

A trestle, 150 to 200 feet long, between, Tuscumbia and Hatchie 
Rivers; no guard. 

Mr. Williams thinks those bridges sufficiently guarded; the men are 
well armed. | 


Respectfully, JNO. W. GOODWIN 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpa@rs. ALABAMA AND WEST FLORIDA, 
No. 61. Mobile, Ala., February 24, 1862. 
* * * * * *% * 
II. Brig. Gen. J. K. Jackson, P. A., will proceed to Chattanooga, 
Tenn., and there assume command of the troops sent to that point from 
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this department, and report to General A. S. Johnston, commanding 
Department of the West, for further orders. 


* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Bragg: 
| FRANCIS 8. PARKER, JR., 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-Generat. 


JACKSON, TENN., February 25, 1862. 
General 8. COOPER, Adjutant: 

Scouts report heavy re-enforcements received at Cairo and Paducah, 
detailed from Federal Army of the Potomac. Appearance of early attack 
on Columbus. Need more general officers for the proper organization 
of the troops at Columbus and for new levies. No proper subdivision 
of the troops at Columbus has been or can be made without more gen- 


eral officers. Time is pressing. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


@IRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Murfreesborough, February 25, 1862. 


The commanders of brigades are reminded that the citizens must not 
be stripped of every means of support, even for the necessities of the 
army; and on the appeal of any citizen that his means are reduced to 
the wants of his family, they will at once, by authority of General John- 
ston, order an investigation, and if the complaint is verified, they wil! 
give the former a safeguard. 

By command of General Johnston: 

W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 45. kichmond, February 25, 1862. 
* * * * * * * 

XX. Maj. Gen. E. K. Smith will proceed to Knoxville, and assume 
eommand of the troops in East Tennessee, reporting by letter to Gen- 
eral A. S. Johnston, at Murfreesborough, Tenn. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[FEBRUARY 26, 1862.—For Governor of Louisiana to Secretary of 
War, in reference to re-enforcements for Beauregard’s command, see 
Series I, Vol. VI, p. 830.] 


MEMPHIS, February 26, 1862. 
(Received Richmond, February 27, 1862.) 


J. P. BENJAMIN: 


Great excitement here and depression in public mind. To correct 
misapprehension and explain necessity which compelled capitula- 
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tion at Donelson I have had my official report published. My judg- 
ment is that there is but one remedy for existing condition of things; 
that is, abandon sea-coast defenses except New Orleans; concentrate 
all the forces in Tennessee; drive the enemy north of the Ohio River, 
and press invasion of Ohio, Indiana. That means will draw enemy’s 
forces back and relieve the heart of country, and give up control of 
interior rivers until we can get power on water-courses. Enemy can 
inflict no great calamity on sea-coast. 

If we do not relieve heart of the country, Mississippi River will be 
opened, and then cause of South is desperate. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. 8S. Army. 





HEADQUARTERS CO. S. FORCES, 
Corinth, Miss., February 26, 1862. 


General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Commanding, Jackson, Tenn.: : 

DEAR GENERAL: I had the honor to receive yesterday your letter 
of the 24th instant, and have acted upon your suggestions on such 
points as have not been anticipated. 

1st. I have held the Tennessee River from Pittsburg to Florence 
under observation for some days past. I have stationed Colonel Clan- 
ton’s regiment Alabama cavalry at Florence, to scout and draw sup- 
plies from the north side of the river. I have sent two 24-pounder 
guns, with munitions, to the Florence Bridge, with instructions to Brig. 
Gen. L. P. Walker to establish a battery on the south bank, at or near 
a point indicated, covering the bridge approaches and landing. [ 
have sent Colonel Mouton, Eighteenth Louisiana Volunteers, with 
Captain Gibson’s field battery and a detachment of cavalry, to Pittsburg 
and vicinity, to hold the country and river under close observation, 
and to attack the enemy’s gunboats and transports in the event of his 
appearance and scout down the river valley. The intermediate por- 
tion of the river is also held under close observation. I have ordered 
Major Baskerville and two companies of Mississippi cavalry to the 
vicinity of Purdy’s, opposite Savannah, under the orders of Colonel 
Mouton. I have also communicated instructions to Colonel Lea, at 
Henderson Station, and propose, a8 Soon as possible, to give that 
district my personal. attention. 

od. I have ordered the bridges guarded between this and Tuscumbia, 
and am about to do so en route to Memphis and on some of the branch 
roads. 

3d. I have issued instructions regulating the telegraph, protecting 
the public dispatches against publicity, and hold the railroad trains 
under some measure of security. 

4th. I have obtained some ordnance stores and expect more, and 
commenced repairing arms. 

5th. I have instructed the depot commissary to obtain 10,000 rations 
for thirty days at this station, and propose doing the same at Decatur 
or some suitable point on that extension of my line. 

6th I have directed the issue of fresh beef five days in seven when 
practicable. 

7th. I have sent one officer to bring me full information about Colum- 
a Tenn., and the condition of our communications with Nashville. 
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8th. I have endeavored to hold my transports well in hand, ready 
for prompt action and movement for service on either flank. 

9th. My entire brigade has been concentrated here for some days, 
and with General Chalmers and Walker in readiness for any emergency. 


- lam, general, very truly, yours, 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General, C. 8. Army. 





HpQRs. FIFTY-SECOND REGT. TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS, 
Henderson Station, February 26, 1862. 


General DANIEL RUGGLES: 

Your note of yesterday was carried by here and returned by train 
last night, else would have been sooner answered. 

I cannot report with certainty whether there are any cavalry on the 
Tennessee River. I shall learn with certainty to-day. On yesterday 
morning I sent men to Clifton, Saltillo,Savannah,and Hamburg. Ihave 
100 cavalry reconnoitering in the neighborhood of those places. From 
the best information I can gather I think they have a few infantry at 
Clifton, Saltillo, and Savannah, who have pressed horses into service 
and are scouring the country. If the report be true, I should be in a 
bad condition to meet them, having only 100 available or rather effect- 
ive shot-guns; still if there be not more than 500 I shall try them. I 
Shall keep you advised. | 


Respectfully, 
B. J. LEA, 


Colonel, Commanding. 





HDQRS. FIFTY-SECOND REGT. TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS, 
Henderson Station, February 26, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. DANIEL RUGGLES: 


DEAR Sie: Yours of this date received. In answer I have to say 
that I have under my command the Fifty-second Tennessee Regiment, 
of which I am colonel, numbering 760 men, ot which 260 are sick; we 
have no arms except 100 double-barrel shot-guns; Capt. C. S. Robert- 
son’s cavalry company, numbering 140 men, rank and file, armed with 
double-barrel shot-guns and sabers; about 251 of the Fifty-first Ten- 
nessee Regiment, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Chester, for 
whom he has secured about 100 common sporting rifles, repaired and 
cleaned. They are all stationed at this place. I send out Captain 
Robertson’s cavalry every few days to scout the country from Clifton 
to Savannah. From scouts returned this evening I am reliably informed 
that no Federal cavalry has been landed on the Tennessee River above 
Clifton. The gunboat which was up passed down Saturday evening. 
I have also been sending guards in the direction of Savannah by Purdy. 

Any suggestions you may make or commands to give will be gladly 
received and promptly executed. Can you by any possible means se- 
cure for me the musket or rifle with bayonet ? 

Very respectfully, — | 
b. J. LEA, 
Colonel, C. S. Army, Commanding. 
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[FEBRUARY 27, 1862.—For Bragg to Benjamin, in reference to re-en- 
forcements to Beauregard, see Series I, Vol. VI, p. 834; and to Beau- © 
regard, see p. 836. | 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 27, 1862. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Siz: The army supplies and stores which were forwarded to this 
place having all been sent forward to Chattanooga, except what may 
be needed for the immediate use of the army at Huntsville and Deca- 
tur and points farther on towards Memphis, this command will com- 
mence the march to-morrow towards Decatur. 

The enemy are in possession of Nashville in force, the advance of 
which is 8 miles on this side of the city. | 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
A. S. JOHNSTON, 
General, C. S. Army. 


NS 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
No. 39. Murfreesborough, February 27, 1862. 


* ¥ * * * * * 


2. The army will move to-morrow morning at sunrise for Shelby- 
vile. 

3. The order of march and the marches will be as follows: 

1st. Hindman’s brigade to or near Shelbyville, establishing cavalry 
scouts on the turnpike from Shelbyville toward Nashville. | 
_ 2d. Wood’s brigade, sappers and miners, 15 miles on Shelbyville 
road. 

3d. Crittenden’s division, 12 miles on the same road. 

4th. Breckinridge and Texas Rangers, 7 miles to Hindman’s first en- 
campment. 

5th. Hardee, with Bowen’s brigade, will cross the bridge over Stone’s 
Creek. 

6th. All unattached’ companies, battalions, or regiments will be put 
in march by Major-General Hardee in advance of Bowen. 

7th. The colonels of regiments will place all spare wagons at the dis- 
posal of the chief quartermaster. | 

8th. The brigadiers and colonels will restrict their officers and men 
‘to the smallest possible amount of baggage, and turn over surplus 
transportation to the chief quartermaster. 

9th. Major-General Hardee will assume command of all the cavalry 
in rear of the army, prescribe the time and manner of their movement, 
and direct them to destroy all the bridges after they pass over. 

10th. The chief quartermaster will turn over all surplus transportation 
to Major-General Hardee. 

[By command of General Johnston: 

Ww. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General.| 
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Moscow, February 27, 1862. 
Major-General POLK: 

My scouts just in from Baltimore, and report 500 Federal cavalry at 
sunset this evening advancing from Baltimore towards Clinton. I 
have about 150 men here for duty after guarding bridges. If you will 
send a full force to meet me at Clinton soon, on to-morrow morning I 
can capture them. Please send me all the cavalry you can spare. 


Please answer. 
T. H. LOGWOOD. 





JACKSON, TENN., February 28, 1862. 


General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 


I am in despair about my health—nervous affection of throat. Bragg 
ought to be sent here at once. I will, when well enough, serve under 
him rather than not have him here. Re-enforcements are arriving. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 





CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Murfreesborough, February 28, 1862. 


The columns will resume the march to-morrow morning in the same 
order, and continue it from day to day by Shelbyville and Fayetteville 
to Decatur. 

The marches will be so arranged as to make about 15 miles a day so 
long as the roads permit. 

By command of General Johnston: 

WwW. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Abstract from return of the First Division, Western Department, Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 
commanding, for February, 1862. 


(Headquarters Columbus, Ky.] 





Present for duty. 
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* Including Johnson's siege artillery. 

t Heavy artillery. 

tCommands at Trenton, Fort Pillow, Moscow, Camp Beauregard, Paris, Island No. 10, and New 
Madrid. 
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RicumonD, VA., March 1, 1862. 
Major MONSARRAT, Knozville: 


You are authorized to send Brownlow out of Tennessee by the Cum- 


-berland Mountains or any safe road. : 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





: JACKSON, TENN., March 2, 1862. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD: 


GENERAL: In obedience to your order of the 21st ultimo to proceed 
at once to Montgomery, Ala., and deliver to Gov. J. G. Shorter a letter, 
with instructions, which you handed me, I started early the following 
morning, but owing to the disorganized condition of the different rail- 
roads I missed every connection, and did not arrive in Montgomery 
until the afternoon of the 25th ultimo. I immediately called upon the 
Governor and delivered your letter to him. He made an appointment 
for me to meet him, with his Adjutant-General, at 8 p.m. He then in- 
formed me that he highly approved of your plan and would give you 
every assistance in his power, but he feared that, owing to the want of 
arms and the recent call for twelve new regiments made by the General 
Government, he could not isste another proclamation until those regi- 
ments were raised. 

I endeavored to persuade him to select one general officer and a cer- 
tain number of colonels, and inform them, if they would collect together 
a force of armed men, that they should be ordered to join you immedi- 
ately. In reply he said his hands at present were tied, and although 
he did not doubt that upon such terms a large number of men could be 
raised, still he was first bound to fill the requisition of the President, 
but that he would write and telegraph to Richmond to obtain permission 
from the Secretary of War to send you the first five regiments of his 
new levies. He also informed me that there were four regiments and 
one battalion in North Alabama, guarding bridges, &c. These troops 
he thought would be of more service with you, and he would intercede 
with General Bragg to have them ordered to report to you immediately. 
He at once telegraphed (copy attached) to General Bragg. Owing to 
the heavy rains the wires were down and he could get no reply. 

The following morning I called by appointment and requested him to 
give me the attached memorandum as his reply for your perusal. As 
he was making every effort to arm and have the new levies sent to you, 
I left your letter in his hands. He also gave me a letter to General 
Bragg (a copy which is attached). 

At 3 p.m. [left Montgomery by steamer and arrived at Mobile on 
the 28th ultimo. The railroad being washed away in many places, I 
could not come by the most expeditious route. : 

I immediately called upon General Bragg and handed him a copy of 
your letter to Governor Shorter, with the one from the Governor to him. 
‘'o my surprise and joy I found the general intended leaving the fol- 
lowing day to join you, and that he would have ten regiments, besides 
those in North Alabama, which were en route and would follow him. I 
returned with him to this place, arriving here this morning. 

In making this report I would respectfully state that, unless some 
military control is exercised in the management of the different rail- 
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roads over which I traveled to Montgomery, when required for mili- 
tary purposes, some serious accident will surely take place. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. CHISOLM, | 
First Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


P. 8.—In addition to the within-named regiments General Bragg 
will join you with three batteries of light artillery. 


{Inclosure No. 1.} 
MONTGOMERY, ALA., February 25, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. BRAXTON BRAGG, Mobile, [Ala.]: 


General Beauregard has sent a special messenger to me for troops. 
We can defend the bridge at Decatur and North Alabama with militia. 
Cannot all the forces under General Walker be sent him? His needis 
urgent and the movement of the highest importance to us all. He wants 
them to rendezvous at Corinth. Answer as soon as possible. 

| JNO. GILL SHORTER. 


[Inclosure No. 2.) 


MONTGOMERY, ALA., February 26, 1862. 


Under my proclamation calling for twelve regiments I have no doubt 
there will be forty companies in camp in two weeks from this date, but 
the State has no means of arming them. Private arms it would take 
time to collect, either by purchase or impressment. I could not at this 
time or in the next two weeks arm 500 men. I will write to Richmond, 
urging the necessity of arming the new levies and sending them to 
Corinth by companies as rapidly as possible. 

JNO. GILL SHORTER. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


PRIVATE. | EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Montgomery, Ala., February, 26, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. BRAXTON BRAGG, 


Headquarters Alabama and West Florida, Mobile: 


Sir: I dispatched you last night, but could not communicate details, 
which you will receive by Captain Chisolm, who bears a copy of the 
letter of Genéral Beauregard to myself.* 

Unless we can retrieve the disasters on the Tennessee and Cumber- 

land and carry the war into the enemy’s country the whole Missis- 
sippi Valley will be overrun. Why should not the troops under Brig. 
Gen. L. P. Walker be sent forward at once to Corinth, to join the forces 
being collected by General B. for the onward movement he suggests ? 
The gunboats of the enemy cannot get over the Muscle Shoals or reach 
the bridge at Decatur, near 40 miles above. : 
: The militia in that region now organized could, most likely, defend 
that position if assailed by a marauding force. But the movement of 
General B., in my opinion, is of first importance. General Walker has 
near 3,000 troops, all told. Say— 





MSSSISSIP Pl TOOIMON to. dcccsccch ess weebds Mee ciwseceen iesGirieseteueesedasese 700 
GOOr Pig TOPIMNENG oo cowc icc ais Wess wecisctee- dawns’ ee tiiien cece seas ede aameten - 600 
Clanton’s Cavalry: 2 goes n eoee Sess cudckeccseds cond cenweeet wees sel eeecuens «snes 800 
Blount’s twelve companies 2. sceseoc0s sewie seks Cceadetee ees cone eteséeeess. st 1, 000 

3, 100 


* See inclosure No. 1 to Beauregard to Cooper, February 23, p. 899. 
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I have three other armed cavalry companies to go at an early day. 
Can’t you order General Walker to report at Corinth to General B.? 
I am this morning in receipt of your favors of 21st and 22d, and de- 
lighted at all you have done. 
Yours, most respectfully, 
| | JNO. GILL SHORTER. 





{Memorandums.*] 


JACKSON, TENN., March 3, 1862. 


1. Island No. 10 and New Madrid are fully prepared according to 
means and circumstances. 

2. Brigadier-General Withers, with First, Second, and Twenty-first 
Alabama Regiments to go forthwith to Fort Pillow, with proper am- 
munition. About fifteen guns from Columbus are ordered to Fort 
Pillow, where twenty-two guns are already in position, said fifteen 
guns not probably provided with carriages, but platforms are in posi- 
tion. Ten shell guns from Pensacola, complete, are also ordered to 
Fort Pillow; also one company of sappers and miners from New 
Orleans. 

Troops from Island No. 10 and New Madrid to fall back, in case of 
necessity, to Fort Pillow; can be re-enforced by railroad from Hum- 
boldt to Memphis, and the military road from Mason’s Depot, 28 miles 
from Fort Pillow. (Other road best.) 

3. The main body of General Polk’s [army] is to be at Humboldt, 
which is central to Memphis, Jackson, Grand Junction, Henderson, 
Corinth, and Fort Pillow. a # 

4, A rear guard of two regiments and 500 cavalry to be stationed at 
Union City. 

d. A battalion of infantry to be stationed at Paris from Humboldt, 
with, say, 500 cavalry, which, together with the other cavalry, will 
guard all avenues of approach from the Tennessee to the Mississippi 
htiver, in front of Paris and Union City. 

6. All of the above-named forces and positions to be under the 
command of Major-General Polk, and to be called the First Grand 
Division. | | 

7. The balance of the cavalry, say 200 men, to report at these head- 
quarters. ; 

8. Two regiments of infantry (fourth Louisiana and Seventh Missis- 
Sippi) at present here to remain, ready to move. 

9. The balance of new troops from Louisiana and Mississippi to ren- 
dezvous at Grand Junction. 

10. Ruggles’ brigade, with troops from Alabama, to rendezvous at 
Corinth. 

11. Chalmers to rendezvous at Iuka. 

12. Troops from Tennessee (new levies) to rendezvous at Henderson 
aml Bethel Stations, with proper advance guards along Tennessee 
River. 

13. Columbus and Grenada, Miss., to be grang depots of supplies of 
all kinds for this army. 

14. All heavy baggage, &c., to be sent to said depots forthwith. 

15. One regiment of unarmed troops (except with lances) to be sent 
to Memphis, as a guard to that city. 


* Of General G. T. Beauregard. 
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16. The Governor of Mississippi to send unarmed troops to Columbus 
and Grenada, Miss., as a rendezvous. 

17. All troops of this army not included in General Polk’s command, 
as above named, to be under the command of Major-General Bragg, 
under the denomination of Second Grand Division. - He will resume, 10 
addition thereto, the command of his former department. 





Fort Pittow, March 3, 1862. 
General POLK: 

We have at this post the following ordnance stores: 604 32-pounder 
cartridges, 3,300 pounds cannon powder, 400 quill cannon primers, 200 
friction tubes, 32 bridge barrels, 150 port- -fires, 146 canister, 164 —— 
balls, 104 Read balls, 17. 4 shells for 32-pounders, 4,560 32- pounder balls. 
Guns: Six 32-pounder rifle guns, and ten smooth. bore 32-pounders on 
river and four 32-pounders on back line, all mounted. Quartermaster’s 
stores: 170 second-hand tents, without ropes. Amount of rations at 
Fort Pillow: 10,000 rations of rice, 10,000 rations of beans, 10,000 
rations of molasses, 30,000 rations of salt, 15,000 rations of flour, 10, 000 
rations of candles, 4 000 rations of meal, 30, 000 rations of vine gar, 40, 000 
rations of soap, 60 000 rations of coffee, 30, 000 rations of sugar, 6 000 
rations of bacon. 

Shall I mount the guns that may come here? 

MONTGOMERY LYNCH, 
Captain, Engineer Corps. 
[Indorsement. } 


‘Captain M. Lyncu, Fort Pillow: 
Mount the guns that arrive. What number of effective men have 


you? Answer immediately. 
GEORGE WILLIAMSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Huntsville, Ala., March 3, 1862. 


Major-General PoLK, Columbus, Ky.: 


My fight with the gunboats at Donelson proved that they could not 
withstand heavy metal. To fight them successfully I suggest, as the 
result of experience, the importance of holding your fire for point- 
blank range; also the importance of having all your shot and shell 
for rifle well greased with tallow to avoid the danger of bursting the 
gun. I did it under long and continued fire with perfect safety. The 
Federal officers admitted at Donelson that their gunboats could not 
stand the fire of heavy metal. I disabled four of the five whose fire I 
returned. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General, C. 8S. Army. 





ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, | 

No. 8. Shelbyville, March 3, 1862. 
At 7 a. m. to-morrow the march will be resumed by Brigadier-Gen- 

eral Wood, Major-General Crittenden, and Brigadier-General Breckin- 
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ridge, on the Fayetteville road to Decatur, each command advancing 
from 12 to 15 miles, sending staff officers in advance to select encamp- 
ments and provide forage. 
By command of General Johnston: 
W. W. MACKALL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 





HEADQUARTERS, Knoxville, March 3, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 


Siz: Your telegraphic order [of 1st instant] to transmit Dr. Brown- 
low out of Tennessee by “‘Cumberland Mountains or any safe road” 
was received on Saturday. This morning I sent Dr. Brownlow, in 
charge of Colonel Young, of General Carroll’s staff, with a guard of 10 
men, to Nashville, and thence to Kentucky. I did not deem it safe to 
send by any of the mountain passes. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

G. H. MONSARRAT, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 





RICHMOND, VA., March 4, 1862. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, Fayetteville, Tenn.: 

Your messenger with dispatches of February 18 only arrived yes- 
terday. We have no official report of the disaster at Fort Donelson, 
and Congress is very impatient for it. I hear that General Pillow has 
committed the offense of publishing his report. We have nothing 
from you or General Floyd. I will send you written dispatches by 
express to-morrow. In [the] mean time send us your plans, condition, 


and purposes. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





SHELBYVILLE, March 4, 1862. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 


My army will move beyond this to-day on the road to Decatur. One 
brigade remains here to protect the stores until they are shipped south. 
I will be at the telegraph office at Fayetteville to-morrow morning to 
receive any communications. 

A. 8. JOHNSTON, 


General. 





WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A,, 
Richmond, Va., March 4, 1862. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Jackson, Tenn.: 

Sir: Your letters of the 21st, 23d, and 24th ultimo, addressed to 
General Cooper, have been received, as well as your cipher dispatch of 
the — instant. I receive with great concern the news of your contin- 
ued ill health, and trust that services so valuable to our country as 
yours may be spared to us at this crisis and that your health will be 
restored before any serious movement of the enemy can endanger your 
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command. In the mean time I have news that General Bragg has left 
his department to join you, and I trust that his presence, by relieving 
you in part from the anxiety and responsibility which must weigh upon 
you, will contribute to your restoration to active service. 

You will no doubt have learned ere this that General Bragg does 
not come alone to aid you, but brings valuable re-enforcements of dis- 
ciplined troops, though in what number we are not yet advised. 

Your call upon the Governors of the States in the Mississippi Valley 
for re-enforcements is fully approved, and both Governor Moore, of 
Louisiana, and Governor Pettus, of Mississippi, have been advised by 
telegraph that they may accept troops enlisted for twelve months for 
your re-enforcement, provided the troops are armed. The policy of 
the Government has never been to reject any armed men; but where 
unarmed men were offered for twelve months we have refused them, 
because we have “war” men enough to receive all the arms we can 
possibly procure. 

The President has nominated to-day as brigadier-general Adjutant- 
General Mackall. He was not willing to raise him at once to the rank 
of major-general. Several others of the officers recommended by you 
have been nominated, as, for instance, Col. A. P. Hill, Colonel Winder, 
Colonel Stevenson; but General J. E. Johnston is so reluctant to allow 
any of his officers to be withdrawn from his command that I scarcely 
know who can be sent to you. 

Your telegraphic recommendation of Colonel Gantt was received, but 
not acceded to, as we were aware you did not know the officer person- 
ally, and others were presented who appeared to possess higher merit. 
Colonel Churchill, of Arkansas, has been nominated, but is not, I fear, 
in your command. In order to insure you such general officers as you 
need it is thought best to wait until you get your re-enforcements from 
General Bragg, and ‘then that you, with Generals Bragg and Polk, 
select from your own command your most promising officers, so as to 
avoid the bad feeling that always seems to attend the withdrawal of 
officers from one command to another. : 

JT am, your obedient’ servant, 
: : J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 





JACKSON, TENN., March 4, 1862. — 
Beauregarda’s confidential notes of reference. 


Provisions, grain, &c., in Western Tennessee to be collected as rap- 
idly as possible and sent to Columbus and Grenada, keeping on hand 
provisions and forage as follows, viz: | | 


At Union City, for 1,500 men, about three weeks. 

At Humboldt, for 5,000 men, about three weeks. 

At Jackson, for 900 infantry, about three weeks. 

At Jackson, for 400 cavalry, about three weeks. 

At Corinth, for 15,000 men, for four weeks. 
- At Henderson, for 800 men, for two weeks. 

At Iuka, for 2,500 men, for two weeks. 

At Grand Junction, for 10,000 men, for four weeks. 

The regiment now at Trenton to be ordered forthwith by General 
Polk to Fort Pillow via Memphis. Captain Robertson’s cavalry to re- 
main at Henderson; the remainder of troops now there, viz, Lea’s and 
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Browder’s regiments and stragglers collected, to be ordered by General 
Polk to report to General Ruggles at Corinth forthwith. The Seventh 
Mississippi Regiment, now at Jackson, Tenn., to be ordered by General 
Bragg to Henderson. 


ORGANIZATION. 


Three or more regiments, or about 2,500 effective men, to a brigade; 
two brigades to a division; to each brigade one battery of six guns, 
either four smooth-bores and two howitzers, four rifles and two how- 
itzers, or six rifle guns. 

Each grand division should have a reserve battery as large as prac- 
ticable. There should be a chief of artillery for light batteries on the 
general-in-chief’s staff. | , 


AMMUNITION. 


Depots to be established at Columbus and Grenada, Miss. Ammuni- 
tion for distribution: 100 rounds per man for infantry and cavalry with 
each regiment; 200 rounds per piece with each company of artillery. 
The requisite amount in the same ratio for an army of 35,000 men to 
be held in depot at Grand Junction ready for shipment at a moment’s 
notice. 

ORDNANCE. | 


One chief of ordnance, Captain Oladowski; ordnance officer at Co- 
Jumbus, Mr. W. R. Hunt. | 

Ordnance officer at Grenada, Captain Gibbs. 

Ordnance officer at Grand Junction, Mr. Tonneau. 

Powder manufactory to be established at Meridian, and sulphur, &c., 
to be collected there. 7 

‘Percussion-cap manufactory to be established at Columbus, and, if 
possible, at Grenada. ae 

Prisoners of war now at Memphis to be removed to Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

Troops to be prepared for active operations in the field; their bag- 
gage to be reduced to a minimum. 

Transportation shall be from 10 to 15 wagons per regiment, if prac- 
ticable. , 

Rear guards must, as they retire, destroy bridges behind them, especi- 
ally on ordinary roads, by felling trees, &c., if practicable. For this 
purpose they must be provided with axes. 

Each fort and light battery must be provided forthwith with an 
ample supply of rat-tail files. General Polk will please issue necessary 
orders to that effect. ; | 

The Fourth Louisiana Regiment at Jackson will report to Major- 
General Bragg for orders. 


; : Union City, March 4, 1862. 
General LEONIDAS POLK: ag 
All is right at Hickman. No gunboats have been seen. I expect to 
send down a locomotive this evening. : 
I will have your orders carried out as far as possible. 
| B. F. CHEATHAM, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 
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Moscow, March 4, 1862. 
Maj. GEORGE WILLIAMSON, 
| Assistant Adjutant-General: 


The railroad bridge and highway bridge across Obion Creek, and the 
railroad bridge and highway bridges across Bayou de Chien at this 
place, and the bridges south of town across Little Bayou de Chien are 


not destroyed. 
HENDERSON, 
Operator. 


Re 


Moscow, March 4, 1862. 
(Received Jackson, March 4, 1862.) 


Major-General PoLK: 


General Cheatham has sent me four orders from you to establish a 
line, with relays of men every 5 miles, to Island 10; alsoaline to Union 
City and Hickman; also to send out officers to press in 500 negroes for 
work at Island 10; also to scout towards Columbus and Clinton. I have 
only 180 men under my command. The Federal cavalry, reported 1,000 
strong, are within 6 miles of me, and I expect an attack to-night or in 
the morning. 

Colonel Miller says his force has been divided, and those with him 
are not subject to my orders. It is impossible for me to execute all 
these orders in as prompt a manner as you desire and protect myself. 
Will you direct that Colonel Miller assist me? But in this eyent it 
will take our entire commands to meet the Federal cavalry it we are 
attacked. 

Four gunboats passed down the river to-day. If you will let us go 
to Union City, the lines, &c., can be established at once; or if you will 
let_all the cavalry remain here, we will whip their cavalry. 

Our rations are out, and there is no commissariat to draw from, as no 


cars run here. 
T. H. LOGWOOD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 





7 Fort PILLow, March 4, 1862—1 a. m. 
Major-General POLK: 

Colonel Jordan has just left here on steamer H. D. Mears for Memphis. 
There are here two small artillery companies, perfectly green; no labor- 
ers or tools. All sent to Island No.10. If we had some men could hold 
position some time. Have no one to mount guns except these two 
companies, but will do my best with them. No guns as yet. Only 
four guns on rear intrenchment. Mississippi within two feet of high- 


water marks. 
MONTGOMERY LYNCH, 
Captain, Engineers. 


GENERAL ORDERS, JACKSON, TENN., 
No. 1. March 4, 1862. 
Under the orders of the general commanding the Army of the Mis- 
sissippi Valley Major-General Bragg resumes his former command of 
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the Department of Alabama and West Florida, and, in addition thereto, 
assumes that of the troops in North Mississippi and south of this point 
in West Tennessee; the whole to be designated as the Second Grand 
Division of the Army of the Mississippi Valley, headquarters for the 
present at Jackson, Tenn. 

Il. The following staff officers are announced as attached to the head- 
quarters of the division: 

1. Maj. George G. Garner, assistant adjutant-general. 

2. First Lieut. Towson Ellis and 

3. S. Parker, jr., aides-de-camp. 

4, Col. J. E. Slaughter, P. A., acting inspector-general. | 

5. Col. J. B. Villepigue, P. A., chief of engineers and artillery. 

6. Capt. H. Oladowski, C. S. artillery, chief of ordnance. 

7. Maj. J. J. Walker, assistant commissary of subsistence. 

8. Capt. L. V. Johnston, assistant quartermaster. 

9. Surg. A. J. Foard, medical director. 

10. First Lieut. H. W. Walter, Ninth Mississippi Volunteers, acting 
assistant adjutant-general and judge-advocate. 

BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Major-General, P. A. 





OFFICE OF CLERK OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
March 10, 1862. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War: 
Sir: The House of Representatives this day passed the following 
resolution, to wit: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to give information to this House 
on the following points, viz: 

At what period was it that the Confederate forces under General Johnston first es- 
tablished themselves in the city of Bowling Green, and what was our force at that time - 
and within the period of a week? 

What was the force of the enemy at that period between Bowling Green and the Ohio 
River, and where located ? 

What prevented General Johnston at that time from making a forward movement 
towards the Ohio River? Washerestrained by instructions from the War Department 
or was he left to his own discretion in the matter ? ; 

What forces, if any, were sent from Bowling Green to Fort Donelson previous to the 
first battle at that place and under whose command ? . 

What number of forces did General Johnston retain at Bowling Green up to the time 
of its evacuation ? 

Did General Johnston re-enforce or attempt to re-enforce the Confederate Army at 
Fort Donelson during the progress of the conflicts at that place? Is it within the 
knowledge of the War Department that any applications were made by the command- 
ers of our forces at Fort Donelson for re-enforcements previous to ordering the conflicts 
of that place? 

Was General Johnston restrained by orders from the War Department from sending 
re-enforcements or was he left to his own discretion in that regard ? 

What means of transportation had General Johnston at Bowling Green to enable 
him to re-enforce Fort Donelson during the contests had he been disposed to do so ? 
When were the fortifications at Fort Donelson and Fort Henry respectively con- 
structed, and in what mode? | 

Was there any military reconnaissance along the banks of the Cumberland and Ten- 
nessce Rivers, with the view to judicious selections of places for fortifications, before 
the sites for Forts Henry and Donelson were selected ? 

Did General Johnston fall back from Bowling Green in accordance with instructions 
from the War Department or was he left to his own discretion in the matter? 

Why was Nashville surrendered to the enemy ? 

Did General Johnston proceed upon his own discretion or under instructions from 
the War Department in regard to the act of surrendering that city into the hands of 
the enemy ? 
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When General Johnston, about -the Ist of October last, made a call upon several of 
the States of the Southwest, including the State of Tennessee, for large numbers of 
troops, why was that call revoked? Was the act of revocation in pursuance of an 
order from the War Department or upon his own judgment merely ? 

Has the Department received any official reports of the affair at Fort Henry or Fort 
Donelson or touching the surrender of Nashville? If so, communicate the same. 


ROBT. E. DIXON, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Decatur, Ala., March 17, 1862. 


SiR: In answer to certain interrogatories addressed to me by the 
chairman of the special committee of the House of Representatives, 
dated “Richmond, Va., March 10, 1862,” I have the honor to submit 
the following: | 

I. After being placed in command of the Confederate forces in the 
Western Department I proceeded to Columbus, Ky., to confer with 
Major-General Polk. I left Columbus on the 13th and arrived at Bowl- 
ing Green, Ky., on the 14th of October. At the time of my arrival 
Brigadier-General Buckner’s effective force (General B. was then in 
command there) was about 5,000 men, effective. Major-General Hardee’s 
army corps was by my order arriving at that time from the West. This 
force increased the army at Bowling Green about 6,000 men. On the 
28th of October, the date that I assumed the immediate command of 
the army, my effective force at Bowling Green was, say, 12,000 men. 

Ii. The number of the enemy’s force at that time between Bowling 
Green and the Ohio River, in my immediate front, was estimated by me 
at 20,000, but, in addition to this force, he had large auxiliary forces 
on either flank, and his army was being rapidly re-enforced from the 
States of Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Kentucky. 

Ill. Bowling Green was fortified for the reason that, in my judgment 
and that of my generals, it was the most defensible point that could be 
selected to cover Nashville and our southern line of operations, extend- 
ing from Cumberland Gap to the Mississippi River. It is naturally 
strong; a salient point on the railways and turnpike roads passing 
through Kentucky; was difficult to turn by an aggressive enemy, and. 
was the most eligible depot and base of operations for an advancing 
army. It is proper to say that at the time fortifications were com- 
menced at Bowling Green I had hopes that my army would be suffi- 
ciently augmented to enable me to make an advance against the enemy. - 
Finding, however, that his forces were increasing very much more 
rapidly than my own, additional and strong defenses were erected at 
Bowling Green to prevent the position being carried by the overwhelm- 
ing numbers of the enemy. 

IV. At the time of the fall of Fort Henry my effective force at Bow]l- 
ing Green, say February 7, was 22,000 men. I immediately detached 
8,000 of this force, under Brigadiers Floyd and Buckner, to re-enforce 
Fort. Donelson, in addition to 4,000 ordered from Hopkinsville and 
Clarksville to the same point, thus making the force at Fort Donelson 
on the 13th, the first day of the conflict there, 17,000 men. 

VY. [received no dispatches from the commanding or other general 
at Donelson asking for re-enforcements either before or during the 


conflict. 
; _[A. S. JOHNSTON.] 
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Hpgrs. First Corps, ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Corinth, Miss., April 1, 1862. 
General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Commanding Army of the Mississippi, Corinth, Miss.: 

GENERAL: In conformity with your order to report to you on the de- 
fenses of the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers at the time of my taking 
command at the West, I have to say that those defenses were at that’ 
time not included in my command, nor were they until after you as- 
sumed the charge of the Western Department. My command up to 
that time was limited on the north and east by the Tennessee River. 

Shortly after you took command of the Western Department Lieu- 
tenant Dixon, of the Corps of Engineers, was instructed by you to make 
an examination of the works at Forts Henry and Donelson and to re- 
port upon them. 

These instructions were complied with, and he reported that the. 
former fort, which was nearly completed, was built not at the most fa- 
vorable position, but that it was a strong work, and, instead of abandon- 
ing it and building at another place, he advised that it should be com- 
pleted and other works constructed on the high lands just above the 
fort on the opposite side of the river. 

Measures for the accomplishment of this were adopted as rapidly as 
the means at our disposal would allow. A negro force which was of- 
fered by planters on the Tennessee River in North Alabama was em- 
ployed on the work, and efforts were made to push it to completion as 
fast as the mearis at command would allow. 

Lieutenant Dixon made also a similar reconnaissance on the Cum- 
berland, and gave it as his opinion that although a better position might 
have been chosen for the fortifications on that river, yet, under the cir- 
cumstances then surrounding our command, it would be better to retain 
and strengthen the position chosen. 

He accordingly made surveys for additional outworks, and the service 
- of a considerable slave force was obtained to construct them. This 
work was continued and kept under the supervision of Lieutenant 
Dixon. Lieutenant Dixon also advised the placing of obstructions in 
the Cumberland at a certain point below, where there was shoal water, 
so as to afford protection to the operatives engaged on the fortifications 
against the enemy’s gunboats. This was done, and it operated as a 
check to the navigation so long as the water continued low. 

You are aware that efforts were made to obtain heavy ordnance to 
arm these forts, but as we had to rely on supplies from the Atlantic 
sea-coast, they came slowly, and it became necessary to divert a num- 
ber of pieces intended for Columbus to the service of those forts. 

The principal difficulty in the way of a successful defense of the 
rivers in question was the want of an adequate force—a force of in- 
fantry and a force of experienced artillerists. They were applied for 
by you and also by me, and the appeal was made earnestly to every 
quarter from whence relief might be hoped for. Why it was not fur- 
nished others must say. I believe that the chief reason, so far as the 
infantry was concerned, was the want of arms. As to experienced ar- 
tillerists, they were not in the country, or at least to be spared from 
other points. 

When General Tilghman was made brigadier-general he was as- 
signed by you to the command of the defenses on the Tennessee and 
Cumberland. It was at a time when the operations of the enemy had 
begun to be active on these rivers, and the difficulty of communicating 
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as rapidly as the exigencies of the service required, through the cir- 
cuitous route to Columbus, made it expedient for him to place himself 
in direct communication with general headquarters. N evertheless, 
all the support I could give him in answer to his calls was afforded. 
He received from Columbus a detachment of artillery officers as in- 
Structors of his troops on two several occasions, and all the infantry 
at my command that could be spared from the defense of Columbus. 

The importance of gunboats as an element of power in our military 
operations was frequently brought to the attention of the Government. 
One transport boat, the Eastport, was ordered to be purchased and 
converted into a gunboat on the Tennessee River, but it was unfortu- 
nately too late to be of any service. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 
Major-General, Commanding.* 


*This letter accidentally duplicated on pp. 710, 711. 


APPHN DIX. 


Embracing communications received too late for insertion in proper sequence. 





WASHINGTON, December 5, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL: 


I have again telegraphed Major-General Halleck for information as 
to his gunboats and disposable troops. As soon as I receive reply 
will arrange details with you. Send me draught of water in Cumber- 
land River to Nashville and in Tennessee River. Your letter of 3Uth 
received. 7 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, U. S. Army. 


LIE LL IETI 


HpDQRs. FIRST Division, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, | 
Lebanon, Ky., December 16, 1861. 


Brigadier-General BUELL: | 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky. : 


GENERAL: Lieutenant-Colonel Letcher, First Kentucky Cavalry, 
reached this place to-day, with five companies of his regiment, on his 
way to Piketon. The additional company ordered by you yesterday 
will probably reach here to-morrow. I have directed Colonel Letcher 
to take 80 rounds per man, which wil] be enough until his supplies 
reach him from your headquarters. I find it a difficult matter to keep 
the troops at Somerset and Columbia supplied from this department 
with the limited means of transportation at my command. Neither 
Colonel Dudley’s nor Colonel Hobson’s regiments have wagons, and 
the Eighteenth Infantry and Colonel Barnes’ regiment are also with- 
out wagons. We have very few wagons for the brigade and division 
trains, and although requisitions have been made frequently none have 
been received. It is absolutely necessary that we should have them 
as soon as possible. 

I have 4 prisoners in camp: 3 of them are Confederate soldiers ; 
the other is a Dr. Jackson, who shot the soldier of the Minnesota regi- 
ment on last Friday night. From the report made by the men I am 
inclined to think the shooting was entirely unprovoked, and the pris- 
oner, from his avowed secession sentiments, should be kept in contine- 
ment in some one of the military prisons. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General U. S. Volunteers. 
925 
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Hpagrs. First DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
| Lebanon, Ky., December 17, 1861. 
Brigadier General BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky.: 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-Colonel Henderson, Thirty-third Indiana, re- 
ports to me that it will be impossible for him to send the sick of his 
- regiment to Camp Dick Robinson without taking the well men also to 
take care of them. He thinks by encamping the regiment in the neigh- 
borhood of Crab Orchard that the sick will be much better cared for there 
than if removed to Camp Robinson. He reports the arrival of three 
surgeons from Indiana to assist in the hospitals, and that the condition 
of the sick is much improved. He also reports that Colonel Coburn is 
at Lexington, very dangerously ill with typhoid fever. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 





HEADQUARTERS, 
Washington, D. C., December 29, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville: 


Johnson, Maynard, &c., are again becoming frantic, and have President 
Lincoln’s sympathy excited. Political considerations would make it 
advisable to. get the arms and troops into Eastern Tennessee at a very 
early day; you are, however, the best judge. Can you tell me about 
when and in what force you will be in Eastern Tennessee? Is Schoepf 
competent? Do you wish any promotions made from your colonels ? 
Better get the Eastern Tennessee arms and clothing into position for 
distribution as soon as possible. I will write you fully as soon as I am 
well enough. Please answer by telegraph. 

| GiiO. B. MCCLELLAN, 
Major-General, U. S. Army. 





EXECUTIVE MANSION, Washington, January 1, 1862. 


My DEAR GENERAL HALLECK: General McClellan is not danger- 
ously ill, as I hope, but would better not to be disturbed with business. 
I am very anxious that, in case of General Buell’s moving toward 
Nashville, the enemy shall not be greatly re-enforced, and I think there 
is danger he will be from Columbus. It seems to me that a real or 
feigned attack upon Columbus from up-river at the same time would 
either prevent this or compensate for it by throwing Columbus into 
our hands. I wrote General Buell a letter similar to this, meaning 
that he and you shall communicate and act in concert, unless it be 
your judgment and his that there is no necessity for it. You and he 
will understand much better than I hcw to doit. Please do not lose 
time in this matter. 

Yours, very truly, | 
A. LINCOLN. 





Hpors. First DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Camp near Campbellsville, Ky., January 1, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. D. C. BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky.: 


GENERAL: When I wrote you that I should start on Tuesday (yes- 
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terday) with my command I was under the impression that sufficient 
teams could be procured in the neighborhood of Lebanon to place 
100,000 rations in Columbia at once. I find, however, that it cannot 
be done since leaving Lebanon, and have therefore halted at this place, 
and will send back to-morrow all the regimental teams (except four to 
each regiment) for a load of subsistence, which will enable me to place 
in Columbia over 100,000 rations by Sunday. To effect this will only 
delay me two days at most, for were I to go direct to Columbia I should 
be compelled to halt there for rations to arrive before I could advance, 
as it is extremely difficult to procure supplies on the road between 
Columbia and Somerset. Moreover,.as there is considerable excite- 
ment here about a threatened advance of the enemy on Greensburg, 
my halt here will have the effect of misleading the people as to the 
prime object of the move. After getting the supplies into Columbia I 
shall be ready to move without delay. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 





HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH BRIGADE, | 
Columbia, Ky., January 3, 1862. 
General BUELL, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky.: 


Sir: General Zollicoffer has received re-enforcements to amount of 
six regiments—about 4,000 men. I learn this reliably. Zollicoffer has 
senc a force down on this side the Cumberland as far as Wolf Creek, 
with teams, to forage the country. A considerable cavalry force has 
b en in Jamestown. 

I am informed to-day that a part of Zollicoffer’s force is at the mouth 
of Greasy Creek, 6 miles beyond Jamestown, in Russell County. They 
are preparing to fortify themselves at mouth of Greasy Creek, on the 
Cumberland. If time is given them they will soon be fortified so as not, 
to be dislodged without great loss. If prompt action was taken they 
could be prevented taking and holding the position. As soon as they 
secure the point they will take Burkesville. They will now have posses- 
sion of the Cumberland River. They have six or seven little steam- 
boats at Celina ready to come up with clothing, commissary stores, &c. 
They will ravage and devastate the whole country along the river, feed- 
ing their people and leaving ours to starve. 

I will be obliged to you to send Captain Gilbert here, and that you 
immediately telegraph the President to appoint Captain Gilbert briga- 
dier-general in my place. 

I will write you fully on this subject on to-morrow. If it be the pur- 
pose of the President to appoint me, of which I am not advised, I think 
I ought to decline the appointment in favor of Captain Gilbert or any 
really qualified man. 

My letter will explain itself. 

Respectfully, &c., 
J. T. BOYLE, 
Acting Brigadier- General. 





EXECUTIVE MANSION, WS January 6, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUBLL: 
My DEAR SiR: Your dispatch of yesterday has been received, and it 
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disappoints and distresses me. I have shown it to General McClellan, 
who says he will write you to-day. Iam not competent to criticise your 
views, and therefore what I offer is merely in justification of myself. 
Of the two, I would rather have a point on the railroad south of Cum- 
berland Gap than Nashville—first, because it cuts a great artery ot the 
enemy’s communication, which Nashville does not; and, secondly, be- 
cause it is in the midst of loyal people, who would rally around it, while 
Nashville is not. Again, I cannot see why the movement on East Ten- 
nessee would not be a diversion in your favor rather than a disadvan- 
tage, assuming that a movement toward Nashville is the main object. 

But my distress is that our friends in East Tennessee are being 
hanged and driven to despair, and even now I fear are thinking of tak- 
ing rebel arms for the sake of personal protection. In this we lose the 
most valuable stake we have inthe South. My dispatch, to which yours 
is an answer, was sent with the knowledge of Senator Johnson and 
Representative Maynard, of East Tennessee, and they will be upon me 
to know the answer, which I cannot safely show them. They would 
despair, possibly resign, to. go and save their families somehow or die 
with them. 

I do not intend this to be an order in any sense, but merely, as inti- 
mated before, to show you the grounds of my anxiety. 

Yours, very truly, 
A. LINCOLN. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, January 13, 1862. 
Brigadier-General BUELL: 

My Dear Sir: Your dispatch of yesterday is received, in which you 
say, “I have received your letter and General McClellan’s, and will at 
once devote all my efforts to your views and his.” In the midst of my 
many cares I have not seen nor asked to see General McClellan’s letter 
to you. For my own views, I have not offered, and do not now offer 
them, as orders; and while I am glad to have them respectfully con- 
sidered, I would blame you to follow them contrary to your own clear 
judgment, unless I should put them in the form of orders. As to Gen- 
eral McClellan’s views, you understand your duty in regard to them 
better than I do. 

With this preliminary I state my general idea of this war to be that 
we have the greater numbers and the enemy has the greater facility of 
concentrating forces upon points of collision; that we must fail unless we 
can find some way of making our advantage an overmatch for his; and 
that this can only be done by menacing him with superior forces at 
different points at the same time, so that we can safely attack one or 
both if he makes no change; and if he weakens one to strengthen the 
other, forbear to attack the strengthened one, but seize and hold the 
weakened one, gaining so much. | 

To illustrate: Suppose last summer, when Winchester ran away to re- 
enforce Manassas, we had foreborne to attack Manassas, but had seized 
and held Winchester. I mention this to illustrate and not to criticise. 
I did not lose confidence in McDowell, and I think less harshly of Pat- 
terson than some others seem to. In application of the general rule I 
am suggesting every particular case will have its modifying circum- 
stances, among which the most constantly present and most difficult to 
meet will be the want of perfect knowledge of the enemy’s movements. 
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This had its part in the Bull Run case; but worse in that case was the 
expiration of the terms of the three-months’ men. 

Applying the principle to your case, my idea is that Halleck shall 
menace Columbus and ‘“‘down-river” generally, while you menace Bow!- 
ing Green and East Tennessee. If the enemy shall concentrate at 
Bowling Green do not retire from his front, yet do not fight him there 
either, but seize Columbus and Hast Tennessee, one or both, left ex- 
posed by the concentration at Bowling Green. It is a matter of no 
small anxiety to me, aud one which I am sure you Will not overlook, 
that the Hast Tennessee line is so long and over so bad a road. 

Yours, very truly, 
A. LINCOLN. 


[Indorsement.] 


JANUARY 13, 1862. 


Having to-day written General Buell a letter, it occurs to me to send 
General Halleck a copy of it. 
A. LINCOLN. 





SAINT Louis, January 15, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. LORENZO THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General of the Army, Washington: 


GENERAL: I am fully satisfied, from the inquiries made of officers of 
confidence who visited Paducah, that there are no real grounds of 
complaint against General Smith; certainly not sufficient to justify his 
withdrawal. His command is reported in the best discipline and order 
of any one in the department. 

An attempt has been made for several months to injure General 
Smith by newspaper attacks. . This was done for the purpose of having 
him removed to give place for another aspirant, who, by all accounts, is 
totally unfit forany command. General Smith applied some weeks age 
for a court of inquiry to examine into the conduct of certain officers of 
his command, which application was forwarded to your office for the 
action of the President, but received no reply. 

Under these circumstances I sent General Cullum, General Sturgis, 
Colonel Totten, and others to Paducah on inspecting duty, to report on 
the condition of the command. In order to leave these officers free 
from all prejudice in the matter, I did not inform them of any par- 
ticular subject of examination till they returned. I then asked them 
directly as to the difficulty between General Smith and some of the 
officers of his command, and each one has answered that in his opinion 
the blame should rest, not on General Smith, but on others. Such, I 
am informed, is also the opinion of General Grant, who now commands 
the district. 

I was not aware that any formal report on this matter was expected 
of me or I should have reported some time ago. That part of General 
McClellan’s orders to place General Grant in command of the district 
was executed, but the part relating to the withdrawal of General Smith 
was suspended. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 
59 R R—VOL VI 
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SAINT LovIS, January 24, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. C. F. SMITH, 
Commanding, &c., Paducah : 


GENERAL: Please send me at your earliest convenience a full de- 
scription of the road and country from Smithland to Dover and Fort 
Henry; also of the road south of the Tennessee to Fort Henry, and the 
means of crossing the river at different points above Paducah. This 
report should be as much in detail as your means of information will 
allow. I particularly wish to know the character of the country between 
these roads and the rivers, and whether it-1is such that troops can sus- 
tain or be sustained by the gunboats; also a description of the roads 
and country east of the Cumberland, and its character with regard to 
military movements of an enemy. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


JAN TARY 27, 1862. 
Lieutenant-Colonel COLBURN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 

General Thomas had orders to pursue the enemy with all possible 
vigor, but the difficulty of crossing the river delayed the pursuit, which 
now would perhaps be fruitless, as all information goes to show that 
they are entirely dispersed. General Schoepf, however, is, I suppose, 
in Monticello to-day, where, there being no enemy to pursue, he will 
remain until further orders. The rest of the division is at Mill Springs 
and Somerset, collecting captured property and repairing the road, 
which is nearly impassable. I have four regiments at work corduroy- 
ing it entirely for a distance of about 40 miles. It will not otherwise 
be possible to carry trains over it. Even now it is with the greatest 
difficulty that the troops there are imperfectly supplied with provisions. 

The principal part of General Carter’s brigade has been at Somerset. 
I have ordered it back to the Cumberland Gap route to advance on the 
Gap. When I ordered Thomas forward to attack Zollicofter I expected 
by the time that was accomplished to be able to advance hiin at once 
into East Tennessee; but want of transportation and the condition of 
the roads have thus far rendered it impossible. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, January 29, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Saint Louis: 


My DEAR GENERAL: I have recommended A. J. Smith for brigadier- 
general, as you requested, and when his name is acted upon will assign 
him to duty with you. Ihave also recommended General Hitchcock, as 
you desire. Your welcome letter in regard to future operations is re- 
ceived. Iwill reply in full in a day ortwo. Inthe mean time get your 
force in hand and study the ground. I will try to-day to send you some 
more infantry arms. Cavalry arms are terribly scarce. I have had to 
take to lances here to supply deficiencies. I like your views as to the 
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future. They fully agree with my own ideas from the beginning, which 
has ever been against a movement in force down the Mississippi itself. 
The news from the Burnside expedition is by no means so unfavorable 
as the telegram reports. He had terrible gales while crowded in a 
small harbor. The only real evil of consequence is the delay. 

1 will try to devote this afternoon to you and Buell, to give you my 
views and intentions in full. 

Can you spare Stanley to Buell as chief of cavalry, or shall I look 
elsewhere to get him one? He (Buell) has not asked for him, but I 
know him to. be a first-rate officer. 

I am very sorry that you have been so ill, but sincerely hope that 
you are now quite well again. 

While I think of it, do you not think that it would be well to try one 
of those mortar floats thoroughly with 50 or 100 discharges before arm- 
ing them all? Je m’en doute un peu. It is very desirable to move all 
along the line by the 22d February, if possible. 


In haste, sincerely, your friend, 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 


LOUISVILLE, KY., 
February 1, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, 
Commanding U. S. Army: 

My DEAR GENERAL: Since my reply to your last letter I have di- 
rected my efforts to the object you had in view. The obstacles I have 
had to fight against are the want of transportation and the condition 
of the roads. The former alone has been an insuperable obstacle to an 
advance into East Tennessee, and when that is overcome I feel it my 
duty to tell you, with the light of the experience we are now having, 
that the latter will effectually bar our progress in that direction on a 
footing which will promise anything but failure. I will give you my 
reasous; you can judge what they are worth: 

It is 200 miles or thereabouts from our depots (at the terminus of the 
railroad) to Knoxville or the nearest point on the Tennessee Railroad. 
At the best supplies are meager along the whole route, and if they 
suffice for a trip or two must by that time be entirely exhausted for 
any distance that we can reach along both sides of the road. 

From Somerset to Jacksborough we will scarcely find any at all. 
East Tennessee is almost entirely stripped of wheat by the enemy. In 
the productive region there is still a small surplus of corn and wheat. 
We must supply two-thirds of the ration from our depots here, and we 
must of course depend on them also for our ordnance and other stores. 
It will take 1,000 wagons constantly going to supply 10,000 men. We 
can judge of the effect of that amount of hauling on the dirt roads of 
this country by the experience we have already had. Forty of the 80 
miles from Lebanon to Somerset are of that sort of road, and it is evi- 
dent that it would soon become impassable, to obviate which I have five | 
regiments now engaged in corduroying it throughout; but if is a tedious 
work, too much so to be undertaken on the whole route to East Ten- 
nessee. If the number of troops and consequently the amount of haul- 
ing is increased the difficulty is increased in a greater proportion. The 
limited amount of forage on the route will be speedily exhausted, as 
besides provisions for our men we must have forage for our animals; a 
thing that is not to be thought of. 
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In my pievious letter I set down three divisions (say 30,000 effective 
men) as the force that would be required for East Tennessee, two to 
penetrate the country and one to keep open communications. I believe 
that is the least force that will suffice, and it ought to be able to estab- 
lish itself promptly before it can be anticipated by a force of the enemy 
sufficient to make the result doubtful. With railroads converging froin 
the east, west, and south, it ought not to be difficult for them to get 
a pretty formidable force in that country in ten days. The people of 
East Tennessee are loyal, and will remain so, though submitting to the 
power that has subjugated them. They will rise whenever they can 
see themselves properly supported and we can put arms in their hands, 
but not before in any eflicient manner. It would be cruel to induce 
them to do so on any other conditions. 

For the reasons I have stated I have been forced reluctantly to the 
conviction that an advance into East Tennessee is impracticable at 
this time on any scale which will be sufficient. I have ordered General 
Carter’s brigade to move on the Gap, but I fear very much that even 
that will be compelled to fall back for supplies, such is the condition of 
the roads over which they have to be hauled. 

Having stated to you candidly the difficulties in the way of the object 
you have so much at heart, you will naturally expect to know what I 
propose to do in the mean time. It is tomove at once against Bowling 
Green, in combination with an attack up the Tennessee and Cumber- 
land and an effective demonstration against Columbus, each in sufficient 
force to do its work with the enemy’s force divided. Any operations 
which depend on celerity with the roads in their present condition are 
out of the question. The object must be accomplished by hard knocks. 
The enemy is strongly fortified at Bowling Green and is daily increas- 
ing his strength along the whole front, of which that place and Colum- 
bus are the flanks. It is dangerous to allow him to continue the work 
of preparation. I believe he will rate the importance of his positions 
along his frontin this order: TY irst, the rivers, including Nashville ; see- 
ond, Bowling Green; third, Columbus. His center is now the most 
vulnerable point, asit is also the most decisive. The attack on it should 
be made by an adequate force, and should be determined and persistent. 
Twenty thousand men might commence it, and these should probably 
be increased very soon to 30,000. The first object should be to carry 
Fort Henry, Dover, and Clarksville, destroying the bridges; in fact the 
latter ought to be effected by the gunboats by surprise while the rivers 
are swollen, as suggested in my letter yesterday. These objects accom- 
plished and Nashville in danger, the resistance at Bowling Green will 
give way; otherwise the struggle at that point will be protracted and 
difficult. An examination of the accompanying map, made up from 
the best information we can obtain, will satisfy you of this.* Besides 
being strongly fortitied, the river in front is a formidable barrier. You 
are aware that by means of locks it is navigable for steamers to the 
city; above that it is fordable in low water, but notnow. You will see 
from this that the attack must commence and be carried on to a con- 
siderable extent with heavy artillery. As far as that goes, inequality 
of numbers will not matter much; but after a while the river must be 
crossed, and then if they are allowed to swell their force, as they can 
do if not occupied at other points, we might have more than we could 
attend to. It is possible also that we may have to fight before we get 
possession of the heights that will enable us to use heavy artillery. I 
have certain notions as to the plan of attack, but so much depends on 


* Not found. 


Cuap. XVIL] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 933 


the ground that it would be useless to state them in detail; besides, the 
circumstances may change in the mean time. We shall be dependent 
on the railroad, which must be repaired as we advance. It will take 
ten days or more to reach their position from Green River. 

I am not unconscious of the magnitude of the work I propose, but it 
has to be done, and the sooner we can do it the better. 

While you were sick, by direction of the President I proposed to 
Halleck some concert of action between us. He answered, “I can do 
nothing; name aday for ademonstration.” Night before last I received 
a dispatch from him, saying, ‘‘I have ordered an advance on Fort 
Henry and Dover. It will be made immediately.” I protest against 
such prompt proceedings, as though I had nothing to do but command 
‘ Commence firing” when he starts off. However he telegraphs me to- 
night that co-operation is not essential now. 

Truly, yours, 
D. C. BUELL. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
February 1, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 

GENERAL: General McClellan directs me to inclose you an extract 
from the report of a man sent South by him. The man has been in the 
general’s employ for the past six or seven months, and he thinks the 
statement perfectly reliable as far as it goes. 

The general has ordered the Chief of Ordnance to send the following 
arms to you immediately. He hopes to be able to send you at least 
10,000 more very soon: One thousand and thirty-six Vincennes rifles, 
750 short Enfield rifles with sword bayonets (without the bayonets these 
will answer tor cavalry until other arms can be supplied), 1,500 revolvers, 
and 5,000 sabers. These are all the arms at present on hand which can 
be supplied. He will be glad to have you make a statement of what 
arms you require. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. V. COLBURN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 

Washington, D. C., January 31, 1862. 
At Lynchburg, on the 9th January, six crowded cars, loaded with 
soldiers, were taken into the train, bound for Bowling Green. These . 
were a part of Floyd’s and Wise’s commands from Western Virginia, 

under orders for Richmond, but order countermanded at Lynchburg. 
During the day of the 10th, operative, being at Abingdon, Va., saw 
a part of Floyd’s and Wise’s commands (a cavalry regiment—about 700, 
including two pieces of artillery manned). These, too, were en route for 
Richmond from Western Virginia. but were ordered back to Western 
Virginia from Abingdon. The cavalry was armed principally with 
breech-loading rifles, made in Baltimore; alsoeach with Colt’s revolvers, 
navy size, and several with heavy, large shot-guns for buck-shot, each 

having saber; artillery, two 6-pounders, iron, one smooth, one rifled. 
Question asked, “ Why going back?” Answer. ‘To hold the Yan- 
kees in check in Western Virginia, as they were coming and destroying 
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everything.” Soldiers said, ‘Forage in Western Virginia nearly all 
consumed, and what to do on returning they did not see.” Soldiers 
further said the roads in Western Virginia were horrible; the men were 
mostly farmers and looked hearty; horses nearly worn-out. 

Morning of 17th January operative left Abingdon, Va., en route for 

Nashville; reached Knoxville same evening; laid over during night, as 
trains do not run nights for fear of Union men throwing off trains, &c. ; 
on the way—at Uniontown—bridge across the river at that place en 
tirely destroyed some weeks before, when ‘ bridge-burning” was gen- 
eral. Passengers at Union Station have to leave cars and walk around 
about 14 miles, over wagon-road bridge, which latter was sought to be 
destroyed, but not accomplished. 

At Union Station was one company of infantry, stationed to guard 
materials, on which 30 men were employed building the bridge anew. 
At Jonesborough, Tenn., was stationed a company of infantry, to guard 
railroad and cheek uprising of Union men; at Greenville, two compa- 
nies of infantry and two pieces of light artillery, for the same purpose ; 
at Russellville, Tenn., one company of infantry, same purpose; an- 
other at Mossy Creek; at all railroad bridges, large and small, guards 
stationed. 

At Knoxville, stationed one regiment of infantry and four pieces of 
artillery. A heutenant at Knoxville stated that they were not half 
armed, but well dressed; stated further that if the soldiers were re- 
moved the Union men would be as bad as ever in twenty-four hours, 
and that he did not beleve there were ten good Southern men in Knox- 
ville, and he thought best to haug them all, as it cost more to keen 
them down than all East Tennessee was worth; had he his way he 
would “ hang old Brownlow that night.” Brownlow had been in prison, 
but was allowed home on account of his being very sick, and was then 
expected to die every day. Provisions at Knoxville plenty ; business 
nothing, except tanneries. 

Lett Knoxville, Tenn., 12th January; 150 soldiers left on train for 
Bowling Green, composed of infantry, not of those stationed at Knox- 
ville; at Loudon, Tenn., stationed one company of infantry to guard 

railroad; at Mouse Creek another, same purpose; at Cleveland, Teun., 
another, same purpose. 

Arrived at Chattancoga the 12th, at night, going immediately on to- 
ward Nashville, reaching that place the next morning. 

January 13th, the cars run at night west of Chattanooga; all bridges 
between Chattanooga and Knoxville guarded the same as east of Knox- 
ville, the small as well as the large ones. 

At Nashville are two regiments of infantry; one stationed on Fair 
Grounds, about 1 mile southeast of Nashville; the other stationed across 
Cumberland River, over from Nashville, at a short distance from the 
river; all comfortably but coarsely dressed ; all armed with percussion 
muskets. 

About 1 mile below Nashville, on Cumberland River, as told by the 
Jandlord of the City Hotel, the rebels were building two fortifications, 
earthworks, one on each side of the river, to keep any boats from com- 
ing up; the work was performed entirely by slaves. 

Railroad bridge at Nashville, over the Cumberland, as well as a Sus- 
pension bridge, ‘euarded by soldiers. 

Near the Bowling Green and Nashville Railroad depot are three very 
large buildings, now used as hospitals and full of sick; seemed well 
eared for, but so crowded that the stench coming from the outside doors 
yas almost unbearable. 
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Percussion caps are made at Nashville; employ about 11 hands. 
Sunday, the 14th January, operative left for Bowling Green from 

Nashville; about 18 miles trom Nashville switch turned, supposed pur- 

posely ; seven passenger cars, 300 soldiers; engine ran oft at the be- . 

ginning of a * fill,” turning clean over, smashing the bageage car and 

partly one passenger car. Only one or two hurt. The conductor 
spoke of three engines thus entirely lost or ruined, and said they would 
at that rate be out of engines. 

No bridges guarded between Bowling Green and Nashville; streams 
all small; all rivers high on all the routes, from heavy and long-con- 
tinued rains. | 

Monday, January 15, operative, with horse and buggy (having a pass 
from the provost-marshal), visited the First Arkansas Regiment, Colonel 
Cleburne, stationed about 3 miles northwest from Bowling Green. On 
the way out he counted thirty-eight regiments of infantry, including 
those at Bowling Green; saw seven field batteries; some ot four, some 
of Six, guns; range 6 to 12 pounders; part smooth, part rifled; part 
brass and part iron; one battery, all brass, supposed the same as had 
Major Bragg in Mexico. 

About northwest by north one about a mile, another 1$ miles from 
Bowling Green, were being built one eight gun battery and one of four 
guns; the largest nearest to the town and nearly completed; two guns 
already mounted. | 

One regiment of cavalry was stationed near the largest battery, and 
another at the edge of a timber, about 24 miles from Bowling Green 
and just north of the First Arkansas Regiment. There are two which 
claim to be the First Arkansas Regiment, the one near Bowling Green 
and another at Dumfries, Va. : 

The number of regiments stationed at and around Bowling Green 
and between that place and Cave City, as stated by Major Harris, of 
the First Arkansas, to my operative, while dining in his tent, was eighty, 
all told. 

Major Harris, who is a brother of the Governor of Tennessee, further 
Stated to my operative that of these eighty regiments six or seven were 
cavalry regiments; that one of these was known as one ot Ben. Me- 
Culloch’s Texan Rangers; Major Harris did not know how many field 
batteries were with these eighty regiments, but upon counting over be- 
tween himself and Colonel Claiborne they concluded that there were 
between 80 and 9V guns in field batteries. 

Major Harris and others in the First Arkansas, Speaking of the time - 
of their enlistment being up in May, said that they were going home 
anyhow when their time had expired, and would make those who had 
not yet enlisted fill the ranks; but that if Virginia passed the proposed 
law now betore her legislature, compelling the regiments which had 
been made up from one year’s enlistments to continue service during 
the war, the whole force of one year’s enlistment would refuse to serve 
beyond the termination of their enlistment. 

Major Harris also stated that Colonel Hindman had been made brig- 
adier-general, and was then engaged in destroying the tunnel north 
of Cave City, on the Louisville and Nashville Railroad, having already 
also burned every building in Cave City. 

The clothing of the troops at and about Bowling Green is poor and 
wearing out, and so far as talked with Major Harris said they were 
getting tired of the war, especially of its Inactivity. 

The First Arkansas Regiment was in log tents, but very many of the 
regiments were comfortless in canvas tents. 
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The roads were very bad, so bad that in returning from the First 
Arkansas Regiment to Bowling Green my operative was compelled sev- 
eral times to lift his buggy wheels to enable the horse to draw it out of 
deep mud. 

A very large mountain or hill, one-half mile high, rises, with its base on 
the east side of the town of Bowling Green. Half a mile from base to 
Summit; nearly as steep as the roof of a house, or quarter pitch, on the 
top of which, at or near the very summit, isa heavy earthwork, mounted 
with very heavy guns, said to be the largest in that region. Operative 
met guard half way up the mountain, who stopped him from going up to 
examine the fort. 

Forage was getting very scarce at Bowling Green, and was then 
brought from 10 to 12 miles. Hight Texan Rangers rode into Bowling 
Green. The arms used by that force were large buck-shot double-bar- 
reled guns and Colt’s navy revolvers. 

Not over sixty regiments at Bowling Green in the opinion of my 
operative, who thinks the statement of Major Harris exaggerated. 
A. Sidney Johnston is in command of that division, and is at Bowling 
Green in person. General Hardee, of Hardee’s Tactics, was also there. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., February 5, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Commanding Department of Missouri: 


GENERAL: My plan of operations was sketched in the letter which 
I wrote you on the — ultimo. You have, I learn from your letter 
and dispatches, entered upon what would have concerned it on your 
side, and that is a very important part of it. I regret that we could 
not have consulted upon it earlier, because my work must -at first be 
slow. Besides, since I wrote you those plans have been changed, or 
at least suspended, in consequence of the diversion of a large part of 
my efficient force for other objects, which the General-in-Chief urged 
as of primary importance, namely, our advance into East Tennessee. 
I have, however, in consequence of the want of transportation, and, 
more than all, the impassable condition of the roads, urged him to allow 
me to restune my original plan, and, if Iam not restricted, shall enter 
upon its execution at once. My trcops have, however, been thrown 
somewhat out of position, and it will take some days to get them into 
place. My progress, too, must be slow, for we are dependent upon the 
railroad for supplies, and that we must repair as we go, the enemy 
having very inuch damaged it between Green River and Bowling Green, 
40 miles. That will take ten or twelve days. I must go provided with 
a siege train, because the enemy is strongly intrenched with heavy ar- 
tillery behind a river, and the condition of the roads will, I fear, effect- 
ually bar any plan of attack which will depend on celerity of move- 
ment. 

I think it is quite plain that the center of the enemy’s line—that part 
which you are now moving against—is the decisive point of his whole 
front, as it is also the most vulnerable. If it is held, or even the bridges 
on the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers destroyed and your force 
inaintains itself near those points, Bowling Green will speedily fall and 
Columbus will soon follow. The work which you have undertaken is 
therefore of the very highest importance, without reference to the in- 
Jurious effects of a failure. There is not in the whole field of operations 
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a point at which every man you can raise can be employed with more 
ettect or with the prospect of as important results. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Dd. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General. 





HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, February 6, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK: 

My DEAR GENERAL: I received your letters in regard to Sigel and 
at once showed them to Secretary Stanton, who requests me to say to 
you trom him that you can rely upon his full and cordial support. He 
thinks that the power of the Germans by no means equals their wishes, 
and that you will find means to keep order. You may rely upon it that 
you have the confidence of all here; I need not repeat to you that you 
have mine. 

The roads being impassable between Buell and his opponents, it now 
becomes a question whether we cannot throw all our available force by 
the two rivers upon Nashville. Can we move them now in that man- 
ner ? | 

I will try to-night to write you my views more fully. 

In great haste, truly, yours, | 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN. 





Saint Louis, February 6, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CuLium, Chief of Staff: 


GENERAL: On your arrival at Cairo you will proceed to carry out 
the verbal instructions which I have given to you, issuing in my name 
such orders as may be necessary for that purpose. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 





LOUISVILLE, February 8, 1862—10 p. m. 
(Received February 9, 1862, 9 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Your position on the Tennessee involves two questions in which I - 
am concerned: First, a new plan of campaign; second, the rescue of — 
your column, if it should come to that. The first I have had in my 
mind, and may depend very much on your further success. The second 
will leave me no option but to use every man not necessary for defense 
here to effect the object, if possible. If General Grant should be be- 
leaguered so as to be in danger, you will of course inform me of it. » 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


(Copy to McClellan February 9, 1862, 9 a. m.) 





WASHINGTON, February 9, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Louisville: 


The President directs me to say that he has read your communica- 
tion to Maj. Gen. G. B. McClellan, dated the 1st and mailed the 6th of 
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this month, and that he approves the operations you propose therein, 
and believes, if vigorously prosecuted, they cannot fail. He desires 
you and Major-General Halleck to co-operate as far as possible, and 
says that your two heads together will succeed. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 





FEBRUARY 12, 1862—7.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEorcr B. MCCLELLAN, 
Commanding U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


I will advance up tbe Tennessee or Cumberland with a portion of my 
force, leaving the rest to operate against Bowling Green. They are 
closing on that point now, but, as I wrote you, an attack on it of itself 
must be tedious. The movement to the Tennessee is difficult, but 
promises great results. It should be thoroughly supported. It will 
probably require transports fitted up with some view to defense against 
sudden attack, and the rivers must be made absolutely secure by gun- 
boats against any attempt to occupy them in force. There ought to be 
five gunboats to each river. The present gunboats cannot run in low 
water either there or in the Ohio. Broader ones, drawing not more 
than 3 feet, ought to be got up at.once. Paducah should be held by 
not less than 10,000 men as long as the enemy occupies Columbus in 
force. Let me suggest to you to be prepared any day to throw strong 
re-enforcements into these movements. The enemy will do it, and it 
will probably be necessary for us at any rate, as we must be divided 
and he is fortified at so many points. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


FEBRUARY 13, 1862. 
General McCook, Munfordville : 

We will have to give up the plan of moving you by railroad. 

March to the mouth of Salt River and get there Sunday. Take your 
supply of ammunition with you in an ammunition train, independent of 
the one hundred wagons tor supply train. Start with five days’ rations. 
Has Negley’s brigade moved ? 

The three batteries other than yours that have been with you are all 
Nelson’s. | 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 14, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. D. C. Burtt, 


Louisville, Ky.: 


GENERAL: I inclose herewith a sketch of a portion of the Cumber- 
land River and the position of the enemy’s batteries. Che number of 
guns marked is merely fancy, as we have no positive information of 
their present strength. It has been much increased since our spies were 
there. You willsee the positions indicated for the mortar boats to shell 
them out. The armored gunboats will probably be able to approach 
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much nearer. Can you send me by mail a good map of Tennessee. I 
can get none here. 

Yours, truly, 
H. W. HALLECK. 





/ FEBRUARY 15, 1862. 
General McCLELLAN : 


I fear the accumulation of rolling stock by the way of Green River 
would be slow, but may be important and worth the effort. I will look 
into it. 

The gauge of this road is different from that of most of the roads in 
the West. I know the importance of time, and shall try not to waste 
any. Weare certainly busy now. Iam moving nearly my whole force 
on Bowling Green, because that is a point from which we can move to 
any position of the enemy in advance, and because it possesses more 
facilities for the formation of a depot than any other inland. My troops 
are disposed.as follows: Mitchel’s division at Bowling Green; McCook’s 
division will be there Wednesday, unless it shall be found necessary to 
stop him this side for supplies; Wood’s division at Munfordville, just 
having concentrated there from the Somerset line; Thomas’ division is 
now passing through Lebanon from Somerset toward Bowling Green via 
Bardstown and New Haven; Bovyle’s brigade, moving from Columbia, 
will be at Edmonton to-night on the way to Glasgow. My cavalry is 
mostly on Green River. {t cannot at present go beyond reach of the 
railroad. The whole country in advance is a waste. 

Carter’s column, consisting of six regiments of infantry, one battery 
(six pieces), and five companies of cavalry at London, should in a few 
days be advancing on Cumberland Gap. Gartfield’s brigade, consisting 
of five regiments of infantry and eight companies of cavalry, is on the 
Sandy at Piketon, and moving to drive Marshall’s thinned ranks away 
from the headwaters of Kentucky River at Whitesburg. He reports 
the most favorable change in the disposition of the people in the region 
where he is. he people give evidence of loyalty. Large parties of 
deserters from Marshall’s ranks are returning in penitence and <desti- 
tution to their homes. 

The above shows the disposition of the main or available force. The 
rest, in small commands, occupies various points on routes, thus: One 
regiment at Somerset; one regiment and two sections of artillery at 
Jamestown, on the Cumberland; one at Columbia, and others distributed 
to guard bridges, &c. I shall very soon concentrate these somewhat 
as we move forward and take new positions. I have not included the 
re-enforcements I have sent to Halleck, that is, in all, twenty-four regi- 
ments and three batteries, including Nelson’s division just going off 
and eight regiments from Ohio and Indiana. You know, though the 
people do not seem to, that armies with the appliances which are neces- 
sary to make them successful cannot move over dirt roads in the winter 
with quite as much facility as a man takes the cars at Washington and 
goes to Baltimore. We hope, and I may even say expect, to get to 
Nashville, and the more speedily we can do it the better. 

You may, and I think will, have to send more troops, in assuming, 
what is probable, that the enemy will dq so; but that does not apply to 
my present plans. I will write you soon more definitely about that. I 
look now, as I have said, to Nashville as the first point to be aimed for, 
but while we are preparing circumstances in Grant’s position may make 
it necessary to move upon Clarksville. Of that it is not possible to 
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decide at this moment. The same great result would be expected to 
follow, though perhaps in a less direct way. I suspect you would like 
to be released, and that I am inflicting more upon you than you bar- 


gained for. 
D. C. BUELL. 





CAIRO, ILL., February 17, 1862. 


My DEAR HALLECcK: I have telegraphed to-day pretty much all the 
glorious news of the surrender of Fort Donelson. 

I presume your telegram to “Stop all forces required to resist Beau- 
regard” has reference to a possible movement from Columbus on this 
point which he might make, thinkmg us stripped of the troops for the 
Cumberland. I have anticipated it, but was willing to trust to luck a 
little to strengthen Grant. Now that Fort Donelson has fallen I won’t 
be so generous till all danger has passed. I have had cavalry scouts 
constantly out on both sides of the Mississippi, and to-day have sent a 
gunboat and steamer armed with infantry to look along the river, but 
not to fight. 

Tor our defense I think we have a force that will give the little 
Frenchman a warm reception. 

At this point (Cairo) we have nearly three regiments and a company 
of artillery to serve the guns in the fort. At Bird’s Point we have 
four small regiments and some cavalry, and at and above Fort Holt say 
~o0 grtillery, with sixteen field guns, and 150 cavalry. 

Besides the land forces we have two of the disabled gunboats from 
Fort Donelson—more than capable to encounter any of the rebel gun- 
boats, and two others out of order and with no power of locomotion, 
but can use their batteries, for which I will supply infantry details. 

In consequence of their sending up a rebel steamer this morning to 
reconnoiter [ have this afternoon returned the compliment. J have 
given special instructions to Colonel Buford and Captain Phelps, who 
go on the expedition, to carefully observe whether Beauregard or Polk 
has an accumulation of transportation, or whether, as is possible, they 
are about to evacuate the place. 

I thought it important to push gunboats and the mortar flats to Clarks- 
ville, which bars our way to Nashville. 

Though I suppose I am no longer necessary here for the present, 
with three other generals ranking me in the district, yet [ will not 
return till you think I can be spared. As 1 made provision but for a 
Short stay, if of no special necessity here I would like to return to Saint 
Louis to bring up arrears and prepare for any forward move you pro- 
pose. I think I have made ample provision for the wounded at Pa- 
ducah and Mound City. 

Yours, truly, 
G. W. CULLUM. 





LOUISVILLE, February 18 [17], 1862. 


Major-General HALLECK, 
Saint Louis, Mo, : 

As the object of the re-enforeements I have been sendin g you was to 
assist at Fort Donelson and succor the force there if necessary, and as 
they are no longer required for that object, we had best consult about 
further operations, as well for the great object as to determine the dis- 
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position to be made of the re-enforcements, which, if they have not 
gone beyond reach, I have thought it advisable to stop until we under- 
stand each other. The object of both of our forces is directly or indi- 
rectly to strike at the power of the rebellion in its most vital point 
within our field. Nashville appears clearly, I think, to be that point 
now. On your side Clarksville intervenes. It will probably be pretty 
strongly fortified toward you, but mainly on this side of the river. It 
has not heretofore had any defenses on the south side, but it may be 
expected that at least a strong bridge-head will be thrown up on that 
side, and perhaps even somewhat extensive works, as the railroad 
bridge affords them the means of communication, though not a very 
secure one. My impression is that the place could be easily invested 
on that side so as to cut off their river communications, and without 
risk to the investing force of being disturbed in rear, the country in 
that direction being broken and the roads bad. They would still, how- 
ever, have the railroad via Hadensville and Springfield on the north side. 
That route is exposed to my attack, and whenever I advance against 
it, either at Clarksville or any other point, they must fall back, unless 
succored by a force through Nashville that I cannot beat. It is to be 
observed, also, that I should be exposed to a continued resistance both 
from such a force and most of the Clarksville force, which would not be 
in great danger from your side of the river. There can be no doubt 
that heavy re-enforcements will be thrown into Nashville from all quar- 
ters east and south. 

These considerations seem to require a large force on my line, which, 
in fact, is one on which a large force can be employed; the reverse of 
the case on your side. The difficulty on this side is one of transporta- 
tion, and it is a very serious one. To depend on wagons at this season 
for a large force seems out of the question, and I fear it may be two 
weeks before I can get a bridge over the Barren River, so as to use the 
railroad beyond. I shall endeavor, however, to make an advance in 
inuch less force before that time. According to this view of the posi- 
tion, 1 have thought it would be best for my troops to return. Let me 
hear your views. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier- General. 





LOUISVILLE, Ky., February 19, 1862. 


Major-General HALLECK, ' 
Commanding Department of the West, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


DEAR Sir: I arrived here this morning at 8 o’clock, and have had 
several interviews with General Buell. He is concentrating forces at 
Bowling Green with a view of forward movement upon Nashville. It 
is not possible for him as yet to decide what point on the Cumberland 
he can move his army to; he may be able to move a large portion of it 
to Clarksville or to a point about midway between Clarksville and 
Nashville—possibly to Nashville direct. he country is being exam- 
ined now with a view to determine the routes upon which his army can 
move. He is desirous of having your co-operation in the movement 
upon Nashville, with a portion of your forces and four good gunboats 
and about six mortars. His own force available for absolute movement 
upon the city will be about 40,000, which includes Nelson’s division, 
sent to Smithland; this, being a good army in itself, may not require a 
very large column of your forces. 
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It is now believed that the railroad will be completed to near Bowling 
Green by Saturday night or Sunday at the furthest, unless the weather 
Should hold very bad. The bridge at Bowling Green across the Barren 

tiver may require two weeks’ time; hence the desire of the general for 
high water in the Green River to get steam transports over the dam at 
the damaged lock to enable him to get full supplies for his army by 
water at Bowling Green. He will make a simple transfer at the dam- 
aged lock in case the water gets low, keeping boats on each side of the 
lock. 

I shall go with the general to-night at Bowling Green, and there he 
will determine, trom the information received, as to the condition of 
roads, what he will do in the way of movement upon Nashville, and 
about the time at which he expects to make the blow.* The general 
has information which he believes reliable to the effect that a large 
part of their forces have been moved from Clarksville to Nashville, and 
that the defense made at Clarksville will be comparatively light, and 
will be for purposes of causing delay in movements up the river. A 
number of small fortifications are erected on the river between Clarks- 
ville and Nashville.* By Saturday or Sunday you may receive definite 
information as to the plans for movement. 

I have explained very fully to General Buell your ideas of a move- 
ment up the Tennessee and south thereof, all of which are deemed 
good, if proper re-enforcements are had from the East. 

I find here an intensely bitter feeling against Buckner, and do not 
think it safe to send him to this point. Many threats are made of 
lynching him if he is brought into Kentucky. It appears that he was 
indicted for treason some time since at Louisville, and after his capture 
at Donelson a writ was issued by the superior court and an officer dis- 
patched for Cairo to bring him here for trial. Fearing trouble, by the 
advice of some of our Union friends I telegraphed you this morning to 
hold him in military custody and send him to Ohio or any point you 
might select until the Secretary of War could be advised. I telegraphed 
him the purport of my telegraph to you. 

Savannah is ours; Norfolk will be in a few days. We then hope for 
Nashville, Columbus, Memphis, and the cities farther South. 


Very truly, yours, 
THOMAS A. SCOTT, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


P. S.—General Buell showed me your message to him of yesterday’s 
date, which I did not clearly comprehend, and therefore telegraphed 
you in regard to two points. We leave in a few hours for Bowling 


Green. 
THOMAS A. SCOTT. 





CAIRO, ILL., February 19, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK: 

My DEAR GENERAL: It is mighty hard to play everything from 
corporal to general and to perform the functions of several staff de- 
partments almost unaided, as I have done the past two weeks. I 
hardly get time to eat very much or to sleep. However, I am ready 
for every and any amount of duty I can stagger under if it will crown 


* Of these points General Grant must satisfy himself by proper examination before 
acting. —T. A. 8. 
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the great and masterly work you have so propitiously initiated. I take 
responsibilities to any extent, and have assumed here command of 
Army and Navy. 

Flag-Officer Foote ordered two more gunboats to the Cumberland, 
which I have countermanded. I have made the best possible arrange- 
ments for defense. I have to-night three serviceable gunboats below 
Tort Holt, and a fourth without power of locomotion, but serving as a 
battery. 

I have given detailed verbal orders to General Steele to have every- 
thing ready to repulse the enemy at Bird’s Point and to be on the alert. 
He has five regiments of infantry, one and a half of cavalry, two field 
batteries, and his heavy guns. At Cairo we have four regiments of 
infantry, two batteries of field artillery, and the fort well armed. On 
the Kentucky shore we have but sixteen field pieces, with 200 artiller- 
ists, 150 cavalry, and two heavy guns in Fort Holt. With these prepa- 
rations I think we will give the little Frenchman a warm reception. 
Last night my spy, who goes to report to you at Saint Louis, was in 
Columbus. He says they have 30,000 men, but dejected by the loss of 
Fort Donelson; that there are nineteen steamers and gunboats in the 
river; that Jeff. Thompson is there, with all the garrison of New Mad- 
rid (probably not all); that they talk of receiving re-enforcements from 
Bowling Green, and that on the arrival of a train in the night there was 
much cheering. His opinion is, though not entitled to much credit, 
that the boats are there to evacuate the place, and that Polk has no 
thought of attacking this place. I have not been able to communicate 
with Sherman to-day, who has had no accession of force since I last 
wrote. A scout went to Blandville and Lovelaceville; reports all quiet 
and nothing to be seen of an enemy. I ordered General Hamilton to 
go to-day to Commerce with a steamer having a squadron of cavalry 
and, I think, three companies of infantry, but on receiving your tele- 
grams countermanded the order. I have not seen him since; so that 
possibly he may have got off before receiving my note. 

My spy came in this afternoon from Commerce. He reports camping 
ground dry and sandy; wood near; plenty of water; vacant houses 
for two regiments; stables and cooper-shop for 75 horses; road good 
to Benton for the season; rebel cavalry, 40 men; scouts about, having 
arrested last Sunday Mr. Brown about 6 miles from there, and Mr. 
Lemly two days ago within 14 miles of the place, and that 20 horses 
have been stolen in the last ten days. Little hay about; but 10,000 
bushels of corn 3 to 8 miles below town, along the river bottom, and 
few horses or cattle, nearly all having been stolen. Has not been to 
New Madrid for some time, but says the road from Benton to New 
Madrid, through sandy woods and Sikeston, is good, except possibly 
2 miles of embankment over swamps near New Madrid. A better road 
leads from a point 6 miles from New Madrid to Hatcher’s house, about 
1$ miles from the town. 

Fort Thompson, he says, is now garrisoned with two small Arkansas 
infantry regiments, in all about 1,000 men, and 400 cavalry, commanded 
by Major Saul Kitchen, and that uhe armament is five columbiads, com- 
manding the approach by the river from above, and a battery of six field 
pieces, sweering the roads leading from the northwest. We have pro- 
vided for all the sick and wounded thus far without sending any to 
Cincinnati, for which we have no steamer to spare. There are 1,400 at 
Paducah and 1,200 at Mound City, and but few here. Volunteer sur- 
geons and nurses have supplied all my wants, and many more are con- 
stantly offering. Hordes of brothers, fathers, mothers, sisters, cousins, 
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&c., have reached here to find the dead and see the wounded, but I 
have had to refuse passes to all, as they would fill all our steamers, eat 
our rations, and be of no service to the wounded. By some strange 
accident several of your telegrams did not come into my hands till after 
I had telegraphed urgently to you to-day to know the disposition of 
the prisoners. All but 1,500 had then gone up the Mississippi, being 
nearly 10,000. Of the remaining, 1,000 went well euarded to-night and 
500 will follow in the morning to Camp Douglas. 

For want of steamer and guards I was compelled to send officers as 
well as men, but had them separated, and have instructed the com- 
manding officer at Camp Douglas to continue to keep them apart. The 
officers came down with pistols and side-arms, saying if was so agreed 
by General Grant. I have disarmed them, sending their swords and 
pistols to the commanding officer at Camp Douglas, to be governed by 
your instructions in the matter. I have telegraphed to Smithland if 
any more came down the Cumberland to send them up the Ohio to 
Jeffersonville, Ind., to go thence by railroad to Indianapolis. I have 
stopped all forces here, but the telegraph wire broke before my order 
went to Smithland to send the troops from up the Ohio to Cairo. If the 
line is not repaired to-morrow Iwill send by steamer the order by au- 
thority of the Secretary of War. Buell telegraphed from Louisville 
yesterday to Smithland to General Nelson— 


Stop your whole command at Smithland, and remain on your transports until further 


orders are received. 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


I do not think it wise to supersede Paine in command; though he is 
somewhat of a politician, and not always discreet, he is energetic, full 
of zeal, has pluck, and knows localities. If Pope is put in command it 
will deeply mortify and exasperate Paine, who is burning for a brigade 
in the field. Six mortar boats are in the Cumberland, the others, as got 
ready, being retained here. The Navy has not yet received a man, and 
call upon us for everything. I want an engineer, as I have no time 
myself to give attention to details. If Colonel McPherson is sick, per- 
haps it will be best to send Thom, if you can spare him. 

General Grant took everybody and thing with him, not leaving even 
a file of your orders, which I daily want for reference. Send one to me 
by Carpenter or any one coming down. There is some captured prop- 
erty floating about in steamers and I believe considerable tobacco. It 
could not be sold here; had I not therefore better send it to Saint Louis? 
I am completely fagged out, and being among the little hours of the 
morning, I must say good-night. 

Yours, very truly, 


G. W. CULLUM. 


Cumberlend Rolling Mills and Iron Foundery, which supphed all the 
plates for their gunboats and some of their shot and shells, was burned 
by the Saint Louis, and the proprietor is our prisoner. The foundery 
was 6 miles above Fort Donelson. 


NASHVILLE, February 25, 1862. 
General C. I. SMITH, : 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Clarksville: 


GENERAL: The landing of a portion of our troops, contrary to my in- 
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tention, on the south side of the river has compelled me to hold this 
side at every hazard. If the enemy should assume the offensive, and 
I am assured by reliable persons that in view of my position such is 
his intention, my force present is altogether inadequate, consisting of 
only 15,000 men. Ihave to request you, therefore, to come forward with 
all the available force under yourcommand. Soimportant do I consider 
the oceasion that I think it necessary to give this communication all 
the force of orders, and I send four boats, the Diana, Woodford, John 
Rain, and Autocrat, to bring youup. In five or six days my force will 
probably be sufficient to relieve you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


The steamers will leave here at 12 o’clock to-night. 


ee’ 


MARCH 1, 1862. 
General MCCLELLAN, 
Commanding, &c., Washington: 


Yours of yesterday and to-day received. I have two divisions, say 
18,000 men, with thirty-six pieces of artillery. McCook’s division will 
cross to-morrow. Wood will close upon him I think by the day after. I 
have sent the troops back to Clarksville. Johnston will not stand at 
Murfreesborough; in fact is preparing to get out of the way. Ihopeto be 
able to crowd him a little. Their plan seems to be to get the rear of the 
Tennessee, and in positions to concentrate either on Halleck or me. I 
will say more about this when my information is clearer, and until 
then I cannot well determine my movements. You are aware that, for 
reasons given some time ago, Carter’s is the only column moving to- 
ward East Tennessee. I have not heard of his being beyond Cumber- 
land Ford. 

D. C. BUELL, 
Brigadier-General. 
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(For correspondence, etc., see Hoare W. Halleck.) 
Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers. Operations on.* Communications from 


Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S.A... 22. ee ee eee cee cee cece e cece 683 
AMIMNON ; Sd ACOW eee nse dou ce hb laieie ge cua) cue ashe gucleatiuc ax ueeees 659 
Army Headquarters .... 2... 2.0 oo eee ccc cece cee cece ee 473, 584, 587, 588, 590, 

591, 593, 612, 614, 617, 620, 625, 628, 640, 646, 661, 664, 678, 680, 925, 937 
Bearevard, Ge Dees sw ook slits Sune ae etl Gem dorian eno: 861, 895, 896, 906 
Bowen, John S...... .20. oe. cee eee nee iia layman ce Tei aod cet ae cre ee sm lases uns 738 
Buckner, Sim. Bweo asco ed ven tient ide des Seed oaaeekac sacs eens 864 
Buell, Don Carlos.................. .----- 528, 572-574, 580, 584, 588, 589, 592-594, 


597, 600, 601, 607, 609, 610, 612, 619-623, 627, 630, 632, 634, 639, 643, 650, 
651, 653, 656-658, 660, 668, 671, 672, 675, 679, 680, 936-938, 940, 944, 945 


Cheathaiy: Bab sacs ctisae tone ck bebe deca catees ile ces. tersebte wooded aoe’ 865 
Culliim, (George W.secced se eeadeeessckebs te ceeeess 597, 598, 604, 643, 676, 940, 942 
PI XOU id OSC PM, ii sat iats on feats aeiiiisnec cine bie ens Sad odsaucusa meee es waa 699 
Eis OW Rat aN JP locus aig ust iw Catawa ee tiise dees eakiowerun sees tate ds 835 
PIOV A, 0 ODM D 03 sos oks eas ce ated oee ig teeta ao eee: 865, 878, 892, 894 
MOGtG As: Genes colo ee btua seb eecd ad ouweesesecas 477, 603, 604, 608, 643, 648 
HEY SAMOS Di oe cr ae wis wea SNe deol Wan mie ae oa dalencincea. chem. ees eek 653 
Giltner, Jeremy ccc hea wie eerie 698, 699, 709, 710, 734, 748, 842, 869 
GrOOd Wing SOHN W: oi iodo ded oan ib be s Secs Seema tccnadie Banta inte nec led acts 907 
Grant, U.S...... 2... 472, 537, 540, 541, 543, 545, 551-553, 555, 565, 575, 577-579, 581, 

596, 600, 604, 609, 612, 613, 618, 625, 637, 638, 649, 662, 666, 667, 670, 674 
Halleck, Henry W.ceccvcsind Kocsis gudoeweds 32 nee eeea del aeinden sedate 444, 448, 533, 


543, 544, 561, 571,572, 574, 576-580, 583-589, 591-598, 600, 603-605, 607- 
609, 612, 614, 616-619, 621, 622, 624, 627-629, 631-633, 635-637, 642, 643, 
647, 648, 655, 658, 661, 667, 668, 670, 671, 674, 677, 679, 682, 683, 930, 938 
Hardee, W. J...... that sere a aver Seated Se Sta tris eiaraiats ai duster a ig a tn tate 890 





* Includes some minor operations on the Ohio River. 


@l R R—VOL VKI 


962 INDEX. 


Page. 
Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers. Operations on.—Continued. Commu- : 
nications from 
TNC A 0 OW. sot eirrnts tare ce Seta tees sane a Gon wee ee Obi nee ie 834 
PICINAY Av eeG ence lae o oma reese eee. semiae mn erilncata cau skieied tata Beals 831 
dienry, GUss Aten et sien cce eee beetse ms nous orks em eobneee lia Vibes 841 
JONSON, AA PIONCY <Scetao oe eaeeee sea ie ee cca et oeGarwaue oe elantons 738, 
833, 837, 838, 839, 844, 845, 849, 861, 863, 864, 878, 880-882, 886, 889, 911 
SiGay- Dis J exc ae won eS Steieainc tein See eine sae bee a Sod haeee Moata's anes 910 
Eincoln; Abrahamic so2awadace cadet ce Seevcs sucess seen dose aseouae een 624 
MINE) Ak oe arta aces y osha ens cc aunt ot ates iol eas chao ese 3 864, 871 
Mitenel, O Migiseatesceescauce ce cwarsesesock une ocean cheeses ese 634 
Navy Department, U.S...-........ Solus olive eee ects eee arse els 608 
NelsOn. Willan. o.oo e cen etre Gee ke tae epee Clee Lb oe es 651, 654, 661 
PUCIOS Si aya CoS ee s Seth cd sade eis wancuetac we gamete meee wees 648 
Pillow Gideon Vicccedes sc tswrecne Vows does detiecuunecsaedes 684, 699, 859, 870, 880 
POU IneOni aso iss Ss ieerbaed eee os ewes eeies due wegvetuateate 736, 758, 847, 923 
Rucgles, Daniel scscscsienvadsccouaias hs des ceteasutw nee Sess eoee 890, 891, 894, 909 
NEAtON; J OOM seus wausen’ del veimeee ee etcuy staal Sue seul etece eeu Shee mons - 462 
SHEN ans Wal ondticos econ eubeeeyeeceusees beces eae sete cecemeteweues - 618, 670 
Smith C.D wsctesscuseesensiucencestetencdewn cusptaewan. 445, 461, 463, 527, 561 
Tennessee, Governor of.... -...--.----- seeeee acetate sre ceieree onc ieeas 860, 883 
DDOMASs; GOOIle: Lixnscad ceae Sie ses cead eben areeraieases Sounaidek. 652, 653, 659 
Tishman loys coeweutssd see tae Ses 689, 719, 723, 731, 817, 834, 835, 843, 858, 859 
Walker; fis Py cctoceseionin std wee ohcee dais ewe ede bueslouk ws 888, 889 
War Department, :C.oS¢ 2iecsctoic sh ioseude eee seein oboe lua es meuoes 890 
War Departimient;-U.S sc2c32 oeee oe so becs bedi wes 604, 608, 635, 656, 680, 941 
Weakley: 8: Di: €) @l:ccnu acces Selec os eel ee soe teeta eee So oo cess 692 
Whittlesey: Charléds42655 0h on oleae heb ad acne otha stele neces ae 440 
Wright, M. H.....-. Riu Sena antree tata cease eect et tee ee See ate 838 
(See also 
Camp Beauregard, Ky. Expedition to, December 28-31, 1861. 
Caseyville, Ky. Forrest’s expedition to, November 24—December 5, 1861. 
Clarksrille, Tenn. Occupied by Union forces, February 19, 1862. 
Donelson, Fort, Tenn. Siegeand capture of, February 12-16, 1862. 
Eastport, Miss. Expedition to, February 15-22, 1862. 
Florence, Ala. Expedition to, February 6-10, 1862. 
Heiman, Fort, Ky. Skirmish near, February 13, 1862. 
Henry, Fort, Tenn. 
Demonstration (gunboat) on, January 17-22, 1862. 
Reconnaissances to > 
January 15-25, 1862 (land). 
February 4, 1862 (gunboat), 
Siege and capture of, February 6, 1862. 
Nashville, Tenn. | 
Evacuation of, by the Confederate and occupation of, by Union forces, 
February 23-25, 1862. 
Scout to, February 26, 1862. 
Pittsburg, Tenn. Engagement at, March 1, 1862. 
Viola, Ky. Expedition to, December 28-31, 1862.) 
Cumberland Gap, Tenn. 
Confederate troops at. Organization, strength, ete ...............---.- 705, 843 
Skirmish near, February 14, 1862. Reports of 
@arter, ‘Samuel Po. pos tiecu shee ticeced sence iitinecetteskecmeosewens 417 


PAINS; J aMes: Hi ccesissodeie sesso acute Seclee leew Waewes Wevseeeecces 417, 418 
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Cummings, Rev. Mr. Mentioned -.......... maces mebict ewes eleaseonwieees - 175, 776 
Cummings, D..F... Mentioned ..jcc.ccses cose iece nets ctecas ws sccces 106, 107, 109 
Cunningham, Major. Mentioned ...-.. 22.22.22. cee ne cen cee ne cee eee cone 369 
Cunningham, A.S. Mentioned .... 2... 2220. oe ee ee ce ene ce com eee cee 109 
(For correspondence, etc., see George B. Crittenden.) 
Cuppy, William EH... _Mentioned:s <ox scciccccieaeis ccivwlelads bon seen bese ew cece 248 
Currin, D. M. Correspondence with H. C. Young...---..... 2... 2.202. .-2--- 117 
Curtis, Samuel R. Mentioned ..............2-..-.....--. 040, 594, 517, 643, 645, 646 
Dallam, Herbert S. Mentioned ...2.. 220. 2k ee ee Cece ce eee ewe cee 364, 863 
Daniel, HR: W.-T... Mentioned ss occk.s cock cee ceed cedcben tense cicesesekeasé 7é3 
Davidson, H. B. Mentioned.... 2... 2 ee ei ee cee cece cc cc cw cece 331, 336 
Davidson, Henry G. Mentioned ...... ....00 22 - ene wee ene Sais doe Rie doveneetoas S2 
Davidson, T. J. 
Assignments to command........... Wes eupaae ce teaa eae euaeteae cued 868 
Mentioned. ...... Beet ilueeeeto leet ewes ceed 286, 359, 361, 364, 365, 371, 379, 868 
Davis, Captain. [?] Mentioned .... 2.2.2... oo. coon we cen coe wenn ween cece 689 
Davis, Arthur N. Mentioned...... 222022. co ek cc cee ce eee e cone eens 62, 63, 65 
Davis, George W. Mentioned .....................---. sedecseecubucemawens 276 
Davis, Guyon I. Mentioned ............. Jie tite ces men emuettowe weeues Saaes 198 
Davis, Jack. Statement of surrender of Fort Donelson, Tenn............... 407 
Davis, James W. Mentioned ............. eiadawageramieetenine Gein Suen ceeenes 213 
Davis, Jefferson. 
Correspondence with 
ANstitiy TOR: i wees eee ocbei tess poewunsces tab ustoeuaws Sores 799 
BSViIne Gs. pees oo slo wede san Sou de ac agonal Maa aeeeee- eee ceeeves 867 
SPO WUIGW:- WicG Mire cho ak bes Coes Ss Cue ctl ud Saad cea eeeeee 804 
Hardee. Wallan, clit ot eed oie tee ioe ee eo oer Salen eC outls 890 
iaynes, and on Cri 26 ao 2e8s eee aloes deecgacsueudcscscsa tua eaees - 849 
JOUNSON, GeOTS Wists eke scan aeteeccaled socseus sucdun pi ceus betes ews 801 
JONNStON; Ac SiQNCYy > 23... aoihewe Low sukiweSadeetaniedoeowusece Sue 257, 258, 905 
Pillow, Gideow lvcekesiscee abc cs sweuei dae answer eeuaes wevwewets 320, 326 
POrK ee0niG as iies G2 235 ue ee ewesaa dln ovecs wes Seen betecctc 746, 798, 828 
IPTOSCON. Wisou Gatces sets osee vcd sees ued cece pe puundies bem peaseee ee 801 
Ramsey, Gu odeie eecichececeus,tteeaindexed icoeseecouhenesteoeece 743 
Wai W lial Giese cu ceoee he cow ce cot aaienedalceie de encnk Sebee ees 742 
Tibbs, William H ..............----- Pe eee eT RARE eee Ee 743 
War Department’ C. S2ss6 2.6 sss occ owe Noesed ie decwetcacse 254, 309, 403 
MONTIONCGE 24.562 S5 cs beuseens ae cme arene cen etuareawee que dlaudecewekocns 41, 49, 


50, 53, 54, 61, 256, 258, 270, 271, 301, 304-314, 316, 317, 319, 322, 324, 335, 
379, 686, 705, 715, 718, 720, 723, 725, 740, 745, 754, 764, 765, 777-779, 784, 
785, 791, 799, 801, 822, 834, 849, 850, 857, 862, 872, 893, 903, 906, 913, 918 


Messages to Confederate Congress...... 2-2. -- eee cen cece ee cece ee wees 204, 402 
Davis, J..N;. | Mentioned icon uciccas chase Seeecsozdecssiccuseeiendelescecaceds 783 
Davis, John: A} ‘Mentioned 5:22 ss2c0 score ceca tiogecdcetwosas coeSusaesen <u 253 
Davis, Joseph L. Mentioned............ 2.2 .02000 cone Serie tonda se matarau? 230 
Davis, Nelson. Montioned.... 2... 02. cece enn cee we ween ween cee n ce ccccce 397 
Davis, Reuben. 

Assignments to ComMand. 2... 2. eee eee cee cece e cone cece eens eee ce ceee 779 

Mentioned pcccass hotuteete ws tite sedes 689, 769, 779, 780, 781, 783, 784, 793, 814 
Davis,.S: VW: Mention win o Wigs sad es wns 6 see wn coed eussciucwenescascdoccs 302 
Davis, Thomas D. Mentioned... 2.0. ee ee enn cen ween ee ween ccceee 250 
Davison, William H. Mentioned... 22.0 2.2. ole ee ee ee ee wee cee e ee 250 
Dawéson:.J. Mentioned :< 5045 4.6066 stk deems idee sete tect acteus ceceseeiss ct 428 
Dennis, BliasS. Mentioned .... 00. 2. ee ee eee ce enn cece cane 177, 183, 185 


Dennison, Noah W. Mentionod.... 2.20. 2c ene ce ene eww es we weeee En eae 189 
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Dennison, William. Mentioned... 22. 2. 0.555. cence cece ee cae cee weenee 443,509, 511 
Department No. 2. (See Western Depariment—Confederate.) 
Derrick, Clarence. Mentioned 22.06 ccsc56) Setcce sc cate cicsede secews Seiedees's 428 

(For correspondence, etc., see John B. Floyd.) 

De Russy, Lewis G. ET OTIS sestenige ceane Shot ee demas bona 728 
Deyerle, John S. Correspondence with Humphrey Marshall................ 52 
Diana, Steamboat. Memtioned .. 2. 22 2600. 2cccs cece cps cae eae sees cece cae 659 
Dickerson, A. Correspondence with Humphrey Marshall........-.--++-++- 52 
Dickerson, John H. Mentioned ...... 222.2. 0222 oe 2 oe oe ne cone ce ene wean cone 520 
Dickey, Cyrus B. Mentioned................ SeteiaSeetect Sauces aeaeessoes 200 
Dickey, T. Lyle. Mentioned ...... 02.00. cc cece cece wee cone coon enue 181, 192, 245 
Dickson, J. Bates. Mentioned - 22... 655226 ccc e cee en cone ce ene s ewe ee cece cece 216 
Dickson, William. Mentioned .... 22.22. 2206 cee ene poo ce cee coe were ones 693, 695 
Dillion, Boston. Mentioned .-.-. 2... .... 2220-200 poe e enn coe eee 474, 476, 478, 481, 486 
Diltz, Mr. ‘Mentioned 22.5.0 psc estado sees sonceceuwasecece edlb daleee wasabi aust 44 
Dine, W. C. Mentioned.......- oceete Bveneeeeiseeree dusueceteosoeteesaa 9 


Dixon, Joseph. 
Correspondence with 
Gilmier®,. Jereiny Ws. 2. Site see cise doctesec voue- Soeenececee<esse 090,699, 794 
Pillow; Gid@0w cl <2c224 sduncous seve See saw esse meee tbaedaes sesteese 699 
Mention eG ses 258. o6 Si wees eee ea cas ceeeekecseleSacceceest cess cess 131, 132, 144, 
262, 280, 389, 391-394, 396-398, 410, 411, 693, 695, 698, 710, 836, 868, 923 
Dixon, Robert E. (For correspondence, etc., see Confederate Congress.) 
Dockery, J. M., jr. Mentioned .... 2-222. 22-0 202 ee cane eee ene cence cece enee = 401 


Dodds, Joseph L. MCNUIONCO: esclcseunscaeeerusne eee Sai eeeees cee eee tanec caws 666 
Dollins, J.J. .Menvione(.x..c60-s0e0 tee swecssresecctecu kes 128, 176, 178, 181, 183, 187 
Donelson, Fort, Teun. 

Buckner, Simon B., in command of . 2... ... 2.2.20. 222 ene ewww we cee ene cn eeee 303 


Confederate troops at. Organization, strength, etc., of........-... 337,343, 868 
Floyd, John B., assumes command. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 2.) 
Johnson, B. R., assumes command. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 2.) 
Pillow, Gideon J., assumes command ...--.. .. 222. 222 cone ween eee- ieuamas 867 
Siege and capture of, February 12-16, 1862. 

Casualties. Returns of 


Confederate forces.......-.... s--0--- iJe.cusep ae pweeiiee cece 337, 342, 374 
Union. 10reein ecw ecaewe dios ees jcehege- cose anes 167-169, 182, 241, 251 
Communications from 
Bragg, BraxtOn ics .cccseensoces vases sececteseces cas eewecsr cen 309 
Brewster Wok cincds paged cedens wecend, sanuce eedeses succes owute.ce 301 
Bucktier; Simi0n Bs 2eesee wees cons eenscn sed vewace 160, 161, 289, 303, 363 
Burch, John vescce-sn usc ccccest ace eus Weweds twee sote.coweesnectss 293 
Davis Jae icy use doeeev ewes teense sce eee i eseiwcreseserescun. 407 
Davis, J cHeCrsON < tsse-cese ners cern eessse sccswelcssdeecesiecs 204, 257, 309 
Mloyd,. JOHW DB cscs ctaswawteesecdoenencicseesoe ewes 295, 206, 272, 303, 405 
Porrest, Nathan: Bic cscs tele te cue sce se etnce Sense tense asuce sos 295 
Grant, Ui SS iccaceetetee ese eude se Geeiweden semetbntocecusu sess 161,170 
Tayires: Milton As. tcs cc ceee cess Ceeucetcdewnsetteewcocw deecesatc 409 
Haynes, W. Hisecsst cscs sc scussens weet ieeses ses carneeee eee ceee 297 
Hengy -Guss Au jl oectet. clues ccmses da eue ae sleuaede ose icsseantoes 296 
Johnston, A. SIdNGCY 264 20 saws tiaecectscesewe peeau sess 255, 256, 258 
MecCatisland,. Job esc oss ci cdey deen iiwewcelee dud teas owidawed cous 414 
Mupford, Ed. W ...... aaa winesnaes nee a Soe deta ecateene Sok alelees 412, 414 
Nicholson; Hunter so 3acccuect/ sane senaes toad dacseudedetausecss ae 299 


Pillow, Gideon J.. 292, 305, 306, 310, 313, 314, 316, 321, 322, 325, 326, 366, 388 
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Donelson, Fort, Tenn.—Continued. 
Siege and capture of, February 12-16, 1862. 
Communications from 
Quarles, W. A ---- 22 oe cee ne ce eee cone cree conn ee cane cere cece 326 
Russell, Daniel R..---. 02-220 ene cone cone cen ne cone cere reece cece 415 
Turner, F. P..-2-- -- 2-2 - een ce ene emer ee cee e cerns corres tecces 415 
War Department, C.8 ...-...----. ------ eee eee eee 256, 304, 309, 320, 403 
Messages of President to House of Representatives, Confederate Con- 

BTCSS 22-28 eee ee en ce eee cece ne ecm eet eee neces cone cnee 254, 402 
Orders, congratulatory. (Grant and Halleck.).....----.------------ 629, 638 
Orders. Prisoners of war. (Grant.) ..-- ..---- e220 -2 eee oe ener ce enee 336 
Reports of 

Arn, Frederick... ... .----- cece ne cece cece cee nee cone cecnne cece 246 
Bailey, J. E 2.222222 - cee e cone ce cree ce een e tenn cece ee cece cees 391 
Baldwin, William E .. -....--.-- . -- 2-20 2 oe oe cen cree cere cree 338, 382 
Beaumont, T. W ..---. --- 2-2 eee ene cence cece ee cerns cere ee ceeeee 397 
Bidwell, B. G 2.220. cee ees cone cee ene = comes cee e cee n ne nee eee cece 394, 395 
Brown, John C.... -- 2-2. cee nne cn enn cee eee cect cence eco enns sees 346 
Brown, William N ..-.... -2-- -- 220+ eee oe cece cere n en cre nee coerce 379 
Buckner, Simon B .....-.. .----- 2-2-2 ene eee cone eee ihaisiewiec 327, 328 
Cheairs, Nat. F.... 222 2022 eee ene ne cee ene cee cree ene cece cree 349 
Chetlain, Augustus Li .... 2-2-2. 2-22. cece ee cee eee cone ce eees 216 
Congress, Confederate...---. ---- + eee ee een ne corner eee cereee 402 
Cook, Edward C 2... 22-2 220 cone cen cone cee eee ene cece re creece ne 355 
Cook, John .... 2... 2-22 enon coe cece ce enn cee cece ec ener en ccc ens 219 
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Culbertson, Jacob --..---- 2200. - 2 oe eee eee cone cece cee cee e cee eee 392 
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Floyd, John B ...... 2-0) eee ee ee ee ce nee cree cern teen ee cee 267, 270 
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Forrest, Nathan B 2.2.2. 2-2) coon oe coe ene cern ne teens cone ee eeee 383, 387 
Fry, Thomas W...... -.-- .- 2-2 econ cee cece cent cee e een ceee 241 
Gilmer, Jeremy F..........-- Piehooruuuece ig luddatenueeewewsn 261, 265 
Grant, U. 8.2.22. 20. cone cone con cee e cee eee cee cere ee ceeee .- 159 
Gregg, Jobn ... 2-2-2 oe cee ee cee eee cee cee cece cee cene cows 376 
Hanson, Roger W..-...---- 22-2 ene e ee cee eee rene cree ce ce eeer ees 342 
Haynes, Milton A 22... 1220 coe ween cee ee cee cee eee eer eee teens 388 
Haynie, Isham N..-2 2. 122 ee ene cee ene ce eee cree ene teen ee wees — 208, 205 
Head, John W.....-.-- 20-0 o-oo oe cee eee we cere cone cere seen cecees 377 
Henan, Avs. gosses Sse sessteee cs sd winree tata cece aaa oe 366 
Johnson, Bushrod R....-.----- 220 eee ween ee ee cee reece cee eee 358, 365 
Johnston, A. Sidney. ..---------- ee eee eee eee reece ce ees 418 
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McGinnis, George F .... - 2-2. een ene cee cee cone rere ceee ce cene 234 
McGinnis, T ... 22. 22 eee eee eee cee cee cen cree rene cee e ceee 370 
McHenry, John H.,, jr ..-. 2. ee eee eee cerns een cere cee eee 249 
McPherson, James B .... 22-22. ence cone coc eee coe cree cccens cece 161 
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Donelson, Fort, Tenn.—Continued. 
Siewe and capture of, February 12-16, 1862. : 
Reports of 
Marks, Samuel B......-..----- 2-22 --- 2-2 eee Siweetececeeewe seas 189 
Marsh, C. C 20.20. 22 ene cee ene cece e cone coerce cee cc nce care core * 200 
Morrison, William R .... ---- ---- --- 2-2 cece errr cern rrr et re 211 
Oglesby, Richard J ....---- ----22 --2-20 cone cece cers c erence 183 
Palmer, Joseph B .......--- ---- 2-22 eee cee cree testes cree rrr res 301 
Parrott, James C .-.. 220. een e cece cece ee cee renee creer eerste: 231 
Pillow, Gideon J .-... Heid, ccinneite 2d be Sa aie ete aor eacieae Sa e.sise= 278, 285, 301 
Pugh, Isanc C.-.. 222. .- coe cee n ne cone cece ne ce enrs rer ee rescence: 218 
Ransom, T. E. G .... ---- 0-222 eee cone comer cere cert serccr crest es 199 
Reed, Hugh B .......- 0. - 22+ eee nn cece nn cern ee cet ene terre cress 248 
Rhoads, Frank L ..-..---- --- 0-2 eee nee cee e cee e cece terre ceeecee 188 
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Communications from 
Foote, Andrew H.... 2.2... 20-0 een enn e ne cone cence e cece en cone ones 120 
Grant, Seta cee ietcsieedensc uae ecteudecdd case dose vsee 121 
Halleck Hénty W 24s0 226d weeweceeeeeeteeedose tee eice ese 120, 121, 124 
Orders. (Grant and Halleck) -... 22.20. 2202 002 cece ween cece neces 125, 638 
Reports of 
INS, Pow hatans Jl oi ewenece cceuiewes cscs cece case ee eee ses e vee 135 
Poote; AUdrow Ticcccs oweecwesemutuis swe sten Saierawesiwareeeew ews 122 
Gilmer; Jeremy I .2cssnccseriesewcs gcewenweseas pe ceeeesetee 131 
Grant, S.csceees dee couniwedceve cetick case cciise eae ereesecaeas 124 
Halleck, Henry W sic. .ccecsas sce iiiuescacess en we ee cece. comeee-ee 120 
Haynes, Miltonia. 2565 soci. cies ese eeoes-Goiencoresesiiiecs sees 145 
Heiman As weenie diese Sieeeeuieee duals yaetees ss Came ctewes see cme 148 
Johnston, A. Sidney: cacoc.\Secece coos sade eicdewaeses eases ceeees 130 
MeClermand,<) ODD Aricve te ese ss ieee ccus secs Seweees peed toeces 126 
Polk, Deonidite.. ose seesetcee cs ceewe sodwictcemiweeces-Gece.cm sce bwse 135 
Tilghman, Oy dsc. ccccteacsesewecacsees cecsdeees eaeie va cess 136, 144 
Resolution of Confederate Congress creating and report of special com- 
Mittee iVestiCgn S occ oscc ces Cece seewsadew Se sceee eee ese ae 401, 402 
Confederate troops at. Organization, strength; 666 .c0cces cess Meet aus ces 843 


Demonstration (gunboat) on, January 17-22, 1862. (See Summary of Prin- 


° cipal Events, p. 1.) 
Reconnaissances to 
January 15-25, 1862 (land). 
Itinerary of march of the First and Sécota Brigades, U. 8. forces... 73 
Reports of 
Smith: Charles: vasa celdivvdentateeticceoryoacosucsssecnstes 72,73 
Dileliman, ly Gs owes ves. cowels Soak oe vee te ek a cee eee eens 74, 75 
February 4, 1852 (gunboat). (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 1.) 
Henry, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned....-.. 02-22. .-2 eee cence cone ce ee cee «614 
Henry, Gus. A., jr. 
Mentioned ...-.-..-. iteicwcties deeds deem we smal a ate ei, wae 248, 292, 297, 299, 307 
Statement of. Surrender of Fort Donelson, Tenn...........-...--...---. 296 
(For correspondence, etc., see Gideon J. Pillow.) 
Henry, Re W:. Mentioned sion once. an cede ceeeeceteeieceeecseeesaueees 374, 375 
Henry, Thomas: Mentioned so. 2 csc cies sesaseisice 2 peleenacsccewadeseniccecns 209 
Henshaw, Jacob M. Mentioned ...... 2.22. c200 cee e ween cece ne wees cece ences 747 
Hewitt, Henry S.. Meitioned - 2.505 cc oe cc cicis Senin ence acca caes Seo seeces 73, 241 
Higginbottom, Jefferson. Mentioned .... 2... 2... 222 cece ne cee cen cee eee ee 7 
Bill Ac Pe UMentionetcseccnccc nee eo cee aed cn seme mach canine dew eieen eee 918 
Bill, Franklin S.. Mentioned .c..ccccccescisssceies sesiesis bee aen esi ccesanas 89 
Bill, William: Mentioned 25 eek esse 26ee seisinhacede we snusineeteneeeeee see 236 
Bill, Willian: B.. . Mentioned. n0css scence aries ote a4 ee cs-ceees eo be awss cea dees 376 
Hillman, Steamboat. Mentioned.....-...... alla is cl aide Glee eee hee urea ie aan 292, 870 
Billman: &-Bro...' Mentionedicw ss ceeds cekeccceuwecwtcies ceckesie ws decd sends 818 
Hillyer, Giles M. ' 
Correspondence with A. Sidney Johnston .......--..----- pee eee eee nee wees 874 


DMGH GONE O icc dad coe oie ds see wtetacencs codes etenecae cules teehee tace en eeas 110 


Hillyer, William S. Mentioned...................... ee eo eee oe 160, 515 
(For correspondence, etc., see U. S. Grant.) 
Hindman, Thomas C. 
Correspondence with 
DKS, Basil W sade sciecieesycees Geet 8 bbadbatdecatiedee uaceaohe o5ce: 856 
Hardee, “William J sacace ccna t vcd cacaeeacuoels ale uccwheebecoe neues 700, 761 
Johnston, A. Sidney .... 22. cee eee cee cee cece seen ee cece ee ee 705, 845 
Mentioned 224 2.c5cucnscescetisceesey cock 15, 20, 21, 261, 413, 491, 493, 495, 497, 498, 
044, 610, 615, 737, 758, 759, 769, 781, 782, 793, 802, 844, 852, 904, 911, 935 
Reports of 
_ Brownsville, Ky. Skirmish at, November 20, 1861-.......-.......... 2 
Rowlett’s Station, Green River. Ky. (Woodsonville), Action at, De- 
Cember 27, 180 l crest eases cece omnu ee gece kckueia tees eines 19 
Hines, Thomas. Mentioned...... 2.202. 0.020. el cae cee cee cece ce wenn eee. 226 
Hinson, Captain. Mentioned......-......0...0202.---- eee ee eee w----- 325 
Hitchcock, BH. A. Mentioned................ 087, 594, 595, 598, 599, 614, 628, 636, 930 
Hobson, Edward H. 
Correspondence with Don Carlos Buell..........-..--2- secece-e---. ee... 466 
MONTIONGH 2255. ciace des eee umnche cist ots ecemee ul arene Po cicuercn 118, 493, 761 
Hoffman, J. J. Correspondence with James A. Garfield..............-.-..... 38 
Hogg, Harvey. Mentioned...-... 2.2.22. ..0 022 eee e cece cece eee nee eee. 666, 682 
Holland, Jackson C. Mentioned..... 22... 000. coos cece eee e eee n ee cee 875 
Hollins, George N. Mentioned. -.... 2.222.202 20. cece eee cence ec enee 455, 692, 731 
Hollister, Lieutenant. Mentioned ...... 2.22.20... 002.0. cece cece eee e ee eee 325 
Holmes, William F. Mentioned ..-... 2.2.2... ..002. cee cee lene eee ee eee. 230 
Holt, Fort, Ky. Demonstration on, by gunboats, December 1, 1861. Report 
Of J ONINC COIS cos sa aneiea ues eeet Gut cebud eet else ve toedned ve noc: 6 
Holt, Joseph. Mentioned .... 2.222.222 2. cee ee ce ences cece ee eee. --- 599 
Hope, Michael B. Mentioned ..---.... 2... 2... cee cnn cee nee oeceee -e. 88 
Hopper, A. J. Report of expedition to Florence, Ala. » February 6-10, 1562... 156 
Horton, W. H. Mentioned... 2.20.22. coo. cece ee cece ne cee n eee ceee ee enne cee. 143 
Hoskins, William A. 
Correspondence with 
schoept, Albin. csecccucsecaveccotebud. none seeeGeemiebieeceeur sede: 506 
"Ehomis, George By ics ices Seco seals dccesceeucudecees 02s ican 453, 456, 459 
MeBUONECH iciscu- calc. oid wee Sunuie ned smew rests ee cncedcks Boe 452, 456, 459, 506 
Report of engagement at Logan’s Cross-Roads, on Fishing Creek, Ky., Jan- 
wary 19; 1002 Saco cceeteesedoand peswew eter eenSa lessee dek Sedowiecins eee 98 
Houston, Captain. Mentioned ...... 2.220. .0ccce cee eee e eee ececeee eee... 148 
Howard, Montgomery. Mentioned ..........2020 020-2. cece cecuee eeceee 2. 99 
Howell, Joseph G. Mentioned .._-.. 2.2.02... cece eee cece cee eee cn neee ce. 189 
H«bbard, Captain. Mentioned....... 2220.2. 22.22. ooo cece ee ee gootca wes 139, 148 
Huey, J. K. Mentioned ...-.. 2... 0.0.0 eee eee cee palieai lame eite cee eres 295 
Hughes, A. A. Mentioned ...... 2.2... 022 ce cece cane cece een ceee cous nce. 137 
Humphreys, West H. Mentioned ...-..... 0.0.00 t ce ccc cee vec ene eee. 720, 744 
Hunter, David. 
Correspondence with Henry W. Halleck.........2.....00. ee0------ 636 
MentiOued sete ca nce ice c obeatne eww Sida Seis eet ad cheers nk no 595, 632,.636- 
Hunt, John W. Mentioned ..--...... 0.002022 ee eee pasWesvaseu des cee tenes 92 
Hunt, Oliver G. Mentioned... 22.2... 2... cece cone cone cece ee enon ence nee. 198: 
Hunt, P. B. Mentioned .... 2.2... cece coos cncces cane coccce (oeeeGlcee cece ess 86, 88 
Hunt, W.M. Mentioned................. she: Siecikein a aeisharce e's ieimwedbeeusw even TAQ 
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Page. 
Hunt, William R. 
Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A..... 795 
Mentioned 2203 252522 tee ape Gas otemeiie tee eeuen> sues aeneeromeeseee 770, 815, 919 
Muntineton,; John G. Mentione@s.o2.5 ws sesceercsed sees cededuiieceaukccs 230 
Bunton, Ki. A. Mentioned. 2.206 cccecs ccskeced.cdsoweeuw isss ewes sel eseasecs 81 
Hurlbut, S. A. ' 
Assignments to: COMMAN 1. oo cesses oe eee eeaseseweeteeVouui ences desc 630 
MeniOne: sande fees Se eee ee Bee eels eee keane 594, 634, 650, 655 
Dlinois. Military departments embracing ..........-..-.-------------- eee eee 439 


Illinois Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery —Regiments: Ist, A, 6, 169, 179, 196, 210, 237-241, 252, 253, 626, 649; ~ 
B, 126, 168, 170, 172, 173, 175, 177, 179, 180, 182, 185, 188, 191-196, 199, 205, 208, 
209, 211, 214, 215, 243, 525, 578, 649; C, 525; D, 7, 126, 168, 170, 172, 173, 175- 
178, 180, 182, 192-195, 197, 202, 208, 209, 212, 225, 578, 749; G, 525; 2d, D 
( Dresser), 68, 71, 126, 167, 170-173, 175, 177, 179, 182-184, 188, 191-193, 196, 
578, 649; EH, 63, 70,71, 126, 167, 170-177, 182-184, 186, 188, 191, 193, 194, 214, 
374, 525, 578, 649; F, 525. . 

Cavalry—Companies : Carmichael’s, 68, 126, 167, 170, 176, 183, 578, 649; 
Dollins’, 68, 6Q, 126, 167, 170, 176, 183, 578, 649; O’Harnett’s, 68, 126, 
167, 170, 176, 183, 578, 649; Stewart's, 68, 69, 126, 129, 167, 170, 176, 183, 
578; Thielemann’s, 67,464. Regiments: Ast, 578; 2d, 7, 67, 167, 172, 174, 
176, 183, 155, 188, 436, 464, 525, 649, 682; 4th, 68-70, 126-129, 168, 170, 
172, 174, 176, 185, 192, 193, 195-197, 199, 245, 525, 577, 57x, 649, 650; 6th, 
6, 525; 7th, 525, 578. 

Infantry—Regiments: 7th, 69, 168, 219-222, 525, 649; Sth, 126, 167, 170, 171, 
175-177, 182-190, 525, 578, 649; Oth, 168, 174-176, 185, 186, 215-218, 649; 
10th, 68, 70, 71, 525, 573; Lith, 126, 168, 170, 175, 177,178, 182, 187, 192, 
193, 195-197, 199-201, 205, 206, 210, 233, 525, 578, 649; L2th, 168, 174-176, 185, 
215-218, 649; 14th, 15th, 650; 16th, 578; 17th, 168, 170, 172, 175, 177, 182, 
193-197, 203-206, 210-215, 232, 368, 525, 577, 601, 649; 18th, 68, 71, 126, 
129, 167, 170, 171, 174-176, 182-191, 525, 578, 649, 678; LOth, 460,810; 20th, 
70, 126, 168, 170, 175, 177, 178, 182, 192, 193, 195-197, 199-202, 205, 206, 233, 
525, 555, 556, 578, 649; 22d, 462, 525,578; 24th, 460, 810; 27th, 68, 436, 
437, 525, 578, 682; 28th, 7,525,650; 29th, 68, 70,71, 126, 167, 170, 171, 175- 
177, 182-186, 525, 578, 649; SOth, 68, 126, 167, 170, 171, 175-177, 182-186, 
525, 578, 649; Slst, 68,71, 126, 167, 170, 171, 175, 177, 182-185, 187, 196, 199, 
200, 248, 250, 525, 578, 649; 32d, 169, 214, 238, 252, 576, 578, 594, 597, 605, 
650; 34th, 460,810; 41st, 16%, 174-176, 185, 186, 215-219, 650; 42d, 436, 
654, 682; 43d, 585,601, 649; 45th, 126, 168, 170, 173, 175, 177, 178, 182, 192, 
194-197, 202, 203, 205, 206, 208, 507, 578,649; 46th, 169, 180, 236, 238, 240, 
252, 650, 654; 47th, 238; 48th, 68, 126, 168, 170, 172, 175, 177, 182, 192-197, 
201, 203-207, 212-214, 368, 525, 578, 6F0, 678; 49th, 168, 170, 172, 175, 177, 182, 
193-196, 202-206, 211-214, 238, 368, 576, 578, 594, 601,649; 50th, 168, 219, 
221, 223, 649; 51st, 538; 52d, 575, 649, 673; 55th, 436, 437, 682; 57th, 169, 
236, 240, 252, 594, 649; SEth, 169, 236, 238, 252, 253, 649, 

Indiana Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery—8atieries (Independent): 4th, 501; 6th, 467,653; 8th, LOth, 654. 

Cavalry—Regiments: 3d, 467, 479, 480, 654. 

Infantry—Regiments: 6th, 460,810; 10th, 77,79, 80, 82-86, 90, 100, 101, 106, 
460, 461, 479, 502, 810, 845; 11th, 67, 169, 179, 233, 234, 238-241, 245, 247, 650; 
15th, 461,810; L7th, 461,810; 23d, 67,650; 24th,650; 25th, 168, 227- 
229, 231, 576, 578, 594, 601, 650; 29th, 460, 810; 3Oth, 460, 810; Slst, — 
169, 175, 178, 236, 237, 240, 241, 243-247, 249, 250, 461, 650, 8210; 32d, 15-19, 
460,501, 810; 33d, 460, 461, 474, 478, 479, 484, 810, 926; 34th, 460, 651, 654, 
662,810; 35th, 810; 36th, 460, 651, 654; 37th, 38th, 39th, 460, 810; 
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Indiana Troops. Mentioned—Continued. nae 
Infantry—Regiments: 4Oth, 538; 41st, 810; 42d, 447, 461, 810; 43d, 447, 

461, 651, 654, 810; 44th, 169, 175, 178, 236, 240, 241, 243-245, 248-250, 461, 

650, 810; 46th, 529, 651, 654, 662, 810; 47th, 529, 651, 654,810; 48th, 597, 

598, 614; 49th, 539, 560,810; 5Oth, 810; Slst, 810; 52d, 168, 220, 221, 228, 

601, 605, 650; 57th, 58th, 538. 
Ingram, Rufus... Mentioned, 2222 2sscc0cecsiccdwed Seeeiescewcncwcceeee soecles 487 
Iowa. Military departments embracing.-.....- 2.222. 222 eee cee eee eee ee ee eee 439 
Iowa Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry—Regiments: Sth, 601, 626, 650. 
Infantry—Regiments : 2d, 168, 223-230, 597, 605, 635, 649; 7th, 168, 219, 220, 

231, 605, 649; LOth, 525,578; L2th, 219, 221, 224, 233,649; L4th, 168, 231, 

232, 585, 601, 649. 

Jackson; Dri. Mentioned san ccec eves tectce cece cidcsecieesen Senescence e. 925 
Jackson, Lieutenant. Mentioned...... 2.2... ..2--- een ee coon eee ens cone 875, 876 
Jackson, James S. Mentioned........---.-...--0. ------- = 62, 63, 570, 651, 653, 802 
Jackson, John K. . 

Assignments to command..-...-...--.. ---+ eeenee peesue seers kekneoue ces 907 

Mentioned... 252045. 0 ge tcen ve oe eles cee eeseeececss see ten ouestes st 907 
Jackson, T. K. Mentioned...........-.... Wehwe tadabeuteceeessoesee ce’ O90, 796; Cel 
James, Mr:.- Mentioned 1.554 s2050 .Secscs iedae wincscceeeseneseseuebwcesas 434 
Jameson, A: A. Mentioned .occcc cscs doce cove ecccos access Sess cons bees se eee 239 
January, Steamboat. Mentioned -... 2... 22.22. cee ene cone meee ce enn cewe wen eee 677 
J.D. Perry, Steamboat. Mentioned.... ...-.. .22- cen eee cee w nee aeee Llicednwe 465 
Jeancon, John A. Mentioned..-.............. elie de awedacsous ae lee sea oes 17,18 

_ Jeffries, W.C. Mentioned ............-......- Ws ae avast sm han cs estas ees als eee 87S, 825 
- Jenkins, A.G. Mentioned..............2-...----...---..--- Edasdemenice Beerteae 37 
Jenney, William L. B. Mentioned ..-. 222. 222. week cee ene cone eee wee eee eee- 164 
Jennie’s Creek, Ky. Skirmish at, January 7, 1862. (See Kentucky. Opera- 
tions in Eastern, December 23, 1861-January 30, 1862.) 

Jennines, Mi. Mentioned icc. ose. see cod encom ce ieee aceeeeecoweeeea eens 775 
vennines, Major... Mentioned 2oi6 se wsedceee shee se aeccad tees ienees acieees cues 599 
Jennings, N.R. Mentioned............-. Bicag Peissauaduteneemas aotek bees 850 
Jennison, Charles R. Mentioned ...2.. 2.00.0. 220. cee ee cece ce eee cae cece 532 
Jett, Erwin PP. Mentioned w2cecesckccccs neces ede lines tiie eek thetiese 346 
Johnson, Lieutenant. Mentioned....... .. 222. cee eee cee nee ce cee cee cee wenn 391 
Johnson) Private. Mentioned.c. ee sc eke pede ie i Sosae eee we secetsetewicd -- 401 
Johnson, Amory K. 

Correspondence with U.S. Grant .... 2... 200 conn we conn cece cone vecwee cece 555 

NONDIONCU 36 32 Scce bot een cee vie eee odes wesc ind uses bee Joe Seeey DUO 
Johnson, Andrew. 

Correspondence with Don Carlos Buell ...... 2... ceo cone we ne cen ee, - 480, 483 

MONtlONed .2 cua, ser auoscs eens eter se bos tewed pawns 444,745, 803, 926, 928 
Johnson, Bushrod R. 

ASSPONIMeNtS 16: COMMANG ..:3.b eects cb bo Seon bs tee eee cetgee se Wasenoaces 868 

(See also Summary of Principal Events, p. 2.) 
Correspondence with Simon B. Buckner ...............-...---- Leteceuey 289, 303 
WONtIONCG 2c6ctebieguh as cece nteswat rl cecey ee peed es sweiiacesdeeeseeekec aces 162, 


255, 257, 263, 268, 276, 279, 285, 286, 288, 289, 291, 303, 304, 307, 310, 322 
323, 325, 332, 340, 342, 364, 366, 370, 381, 385, 609, 613, 625, 718, 843, 863 
Reports of siege and capture of Fort Donelson, Tenn., Feb. 12-16, 1862.. 358, 365 


Johnson, Cave. Mentioned «2.42.4 c2 sc cccciihicwc sk etcew eene sctewecses 422, 423, 644 
Johnson, Charles F. Mentioned ...- 22-22-2222. cook eee eee eee ween eee ee 336, S11 
Johnnson,.Di Ws “Mentioned wesowsceccitee ose obacew cece Sie cericecwsenees Sees 66 


Johnson, Edward S. Mentioned...... 2.2.2. 0.22. eee cee eee oe beteiea ares 222 - 
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Page 
Johnson, George W. 
Correspondence with 
. Davis, Jefferson..........----.- (ie wtcidageckeoousseuoeseweese: “COL 
Polky Leonidas ac necc sues ce ccwsiwds vedesores ote Sead GdeeeteewcuRauies . 819 
War Department: Cw S <cecc. code cies ces Cocsaw accuse vsdeecea see dencss 857 
Mentioned <2. avices cee Scoesect cede eeeegosccetesateecsce le ature eets 46, 796 
Johnson, Lewis. Correspondence with George H. Thomas .................. 502 
Johnson, Richard W. , 
Mentioned soc coeeee teem -cedeeeules ead ces terest cudeeeieeueue geese 460, 496, 802 
Report of action at Rowlett’s Station, Ky., December 17, 1861 ............ 19 
Johnson, William A. Mentioned ...-.-. 2.2222 2 one ce eee ce eee ce eee ween 235 
Johnson, W. P. Correspondence with Leonidas Polk ........-........-...-. 867 
Johnssen, Lewis. Mentioned ..2 26 ss.0 sececu te ces oad tesa ecetees Seee sees 92 
Johnston, A. Sidney. 
Assumes command of the Army of Central enue, ieee eectedometecn se 905 
Correspondence with 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A........- eeuecee ween 705, 844 
Alabama,-Governor Of s.scee ccc ccisous cueeceoses Goncse du eete'eses 687, 733, 762 
Beauregard, G. T ....-.-..- Jouseee sors eeios ed snes weeeeoedeateu esis 896 
Bowen, Jonn 8 cok cows wewecesetacies cc Scout cdedeisiecaehectsseccceess 687 
Breckinridge, John C..---...--- Sede sea esecectes eee eoceetecnssemes 698, 707 
Buckner, DP .<2cc0.oc cceheckcesace cas cacopeees tresses. sets laisiaje severe 886 
Buckels. 0D ecedeessein deceeeetcseede Sead en soescteeaee cen ces 740, 811, 867 
Carroll Wri To oere ses hieeeewss ieesee tide nteteaeeetSeeeeceesess 825 
Clarksville, Tenn., Commanding Officer. (Confederate) ...-.......... 881 
Crittenden; Georee Beics soso cetera ccs eeeuwandensscswes 706, 855, 860, 882, 889 
Davis, Jeers cose esses ests ses eew cdes ewes nweheecese cuss 257, 258, 905 
Floyd; JOO B sc sacisue es ocaseceeeese es 255, 256, 272, 303, 565, 878, 880, 892, 894 
Gilmer, Jeremy Fc.s ccecessesees beessece's 698, 710, 724, 735, 741, 748, 774, 869 
Hillyer, Giles M sic onc ic ace cc cic sceese ncecce seee: eee eiineinigns siecle 874 
Hindman, T. C....-....-- ‘eos ees seeeewew ence es euet hace Nateeees tes 705, 845 
Hardee; Williatia) son oes sch cstectecciecn che cwe Sass 758, 773, 782, 814, 840, 881 
Lovell, Mansficld«.1. 5 cc2ceeics ses teseteocees seteseseceeteusce 693, 846, 878 
Marshall, Jwndioe seg begs Wheres eaoatesa etaatoeseseeceeeeeeees: LeSe 
Marshall, Humphrey «<6. 0.ccs cue sedices decode cseeine seciece socks 715, 754, 767 
Mississippi, Governor of.........----- ---- seen ones 687, 710, 732, 788, 823, 851 
Monsarrat, G. H 2.22.0 co eee cane cece cow ees coc w ce enemas cannes sances 851 
Ordnance Department, C.S. A HeMnsaitaeiens Heese Ga cdeas lS oiems emcee cae 849 
Pillow, Gideon J.......-- iii Seawenwittecenes 301, 691, 708, 758, 797, 870, 880 
Polk; Te0nidas:s.206 caus sek cc eeca eeseeees cesee 689, 692, 705, 738, 752, 773, 
774, 790, 801, 808, 822, 825, 829, 831, 835, 837, 839, 847, 861, 864, 880, 923 
Rugeles; Daniel ooo. sccectesecke wick ceases ces cecete ser esssscccte sete 891 
SMI As ok eh eacocese ee dee ces Sees Ses ees cate oeeee tien sass wsese 727 
Smithy Wisi Weesedcssse cust cev Gatun ee carve gewsioayasecetiesctece ees 838 
Statham, Weep O sees son Oa ceens couse ec cere ate ules coerce eee 828 
mbevenson; Vi Ke oiGess tec a soe le cee cue ae weleSeneesaske Gal assess 831 
Tennessee, Governor Of.... -. 022. 2 eee ene ee cee ee woe 779, 794, 811, 845, 883 
Filghinian lloyd ..42s0i sc wasensctasecessecevasesesieess ese 719, 723, 833, 858 
Walker bP occoc sees ssedee nis noeelece ds cass tweevs Mewee'seeevesseus 887 
War Departinent, C.Sesssce seca seoesreetcossuieesesdeescnsnesaees 255, 


256, 707, 718, 745, 769, 779, 781, 783, 792, 796, 807, 809, 820, 824, 826, 
827, 839, 850, 862, 863, 867, 878, 879, 883, 886, 890, 898, 911, 917, 922 
Woriglty MOH cei: cechsowtiicecedsccas clean cooks 684, 785, 837, 838, 847 
Zollicoffer, F. K.......ese. 20+ 686, 690, 697, 706, 715, 725, 734, 753, 772, 786, 797 
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Johnston, A. Sidney—Continued. 

Mentioned <0 026s: sve aiddcend decescee 12, 43, 131, 254, 258, 265, 270, 271, 272, 275, 278, 
285, 293, 301-305, 307, 310, 312, 319, 324, 328, 334, 358, 366, 379, 387, 388, 

401, 403-406, 410, 412~414, 427-432, 528, 547, 563, 647-649, 661, 662, 668, 

670, 675, 678, 630, 682, 684, 689, 692, 698, 699, 706, 715, 724, 730, 731, 734, 

735, 738, 740, 754, 755, 758, 762, 764, 766, 767, 769, 770, 772-774, 782, 798, 

813, 814, 818, 823, 828, 829, 832, 834, 835, 838-840, 857, 859-862, 868-872, 


874, 880, 882, 887-891, 895, 896, 899, 900, 905, 906, 908, 921, 922, 936, 945 
Reports of 


Bowling Green, Ky. Evacuation of, by Confederate and occupation 


of, by Union forces, February 14-15, 1862.....----....-------------- 418 
Donelson, Fort, Tenn. Siege and capture of, February 12-16, 1862.... 418 
Henry, Fort, Tenn. Capture of, February 6, 1862.......-...-.- Pere ren 130 


Logan’s Cross-Roads, Ky. Engagement at, January 19, 1862....--.... 102 
Nashville, Tenn. Evacuation of, by Confederate and occupation of, 


by Union forces, February 23-25, 1862-.......--- ---- ---2 ee eee ee eee 426 
Johnston, Joseph H. Mentioned. .... 2.2.2... 2-2. ee ne eee ene een oe ene eee 325, 918 
Johnston, L. V. Mentioned... ~~. 206 22-225 cece oo ne cen mce sw cons oc cecens wenn 931 
Johnston, Thomas H. Mentioned ...... 2-2-2. 2.222. cone ce cone ence cecens wee 375 
Johnston, T.N. Mentioned... << 0 once cen se cece sewens ceesnccesaccoce cose 854 
Jones, Calvin. Mentioned .... 2.2.0. 222. ene woe ce eee teens mone ween eee - 356 
Jones, David C... “Mentioned sc swses wevccc swnee cccice 56 kctines mowsienoeec ac seee 217 
Jones; B.S; Mentioned acces 6 occ cessing s dich oes win ss Jaie ne bu aeitie we cie 126, 176, 181 
Jones, G.R. G. Mentioned ...... 2.222. 202. cone cone ence cee cece cennes cane 143, 152 
Jones, H. L. Mentioned.-.-.-... hc i ia ecclaed lanes era wie ea eidily Ba eeueas 136, 143 
Jones, James G. Mentioned ...--.. 2-222. 2282 eens cee eee ween cn ceee 558, 589, 654 
Jones, Joon. Mentioned gues teikeian cone cussideduwsceteescsec ste cessoe tees 143 
Jones, J. Wyatt. Mentioned....-...........--. .--------- 284, 287, 297, 299, 836, 868 
Jones; S.-i Mention edincnon20 22 oat betitsee wero eden veer wiles sieeeeeensees 81 
Jones, Warren C. Mentioned «6.656 ccsccs cess codec a cccederes secs cacss cece 232 
Jones, William, Captain. Mentioned ...-........ 2222-2. cee eee coe ene cee eee 30 
Jones, William, Sergeant-Major. Mentioned -...........-.---.---------- esas. “228 
Jordan, Thomas, Montioned: so. cc. eocccc cs ee secs cote ee seccce te ees ceeces 376, 920 

(For correspondence, etc., see G. T. Beauregard.) 
Jordan, W. J. Correspondence with Hunparey Marshall. cece. c.seecttu wesc 52 
Joseph, Charles. Mentioned ...-2. 2.222. 2222 eee. ce ene cee ne oe eee eee - 94 
Jouett, Matthew H. Mentioned ........-...-... Puts Na URS ee eee Monet 62 
Joyce, Thomas. Mentioned ...... 2.22. 2-2-2 cee noe cee eee cece cee e eee wees 226 
Kammerling, Gustave. Mentioned .... 2... 2... 222-2. -- oon woe coe wee 77, 80, 94-96 
Keenon, John G. Mentioned 2.2204 22.6 cons coca ccccces coeds cose tccc sees cess 241 
Keith, William. Mentioned ...............----.-----.- SiueCarateeeneeesuese 250 
Kelly,-D: C.. Mentioned :22.202.0224eeiedes Lecetsesecucs seceee eee 5, 64-66, 384, 386 
Kelton, John C. (For correspondence, etc., see Henry W. Halleck.) 
Kenedy, J... “Mentioned, ciccs0sccs so ceccccctseecesses eweteseskes sceceues 374 
Kennard, J..L.[?)|° Mentioned 26 <2... sccccse. wo seiee cccecs see esese vecuccenss 428 
Kennedy.-S..M..- Mentionel® 22.22.<cccscntenticvescc cscs ecsess cose ce ceeeeeen's 813 
Kenny, Dennis. Report of engagement at Logan’s Cross-Roads, on -Fishing 
Creek; Ky., January 19-1802 oo cecal a erbess cacctsccsewe. was cereas came sees 101 
Kentucky. 
Admitted as a member of the Confederate States .......-. ..2..--------eee 752 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Brace. DraxtOm ac siee eo css Buckets wew sc euaese nese tae senweces ees 882 
Hawessl wos.cutwcdceteneceundeesaccwensuecusatadsweeecnesenesseus 815. 


POnnSON, GeOOrge W wwioccctse ices sonst wocwcdausedseeeee see cette 801 


982 INDEX. 





Page. 
Kentucky—Continucd. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Johnston; A. SidNCYiccce vcs s ous ee tcl es sides Se bewe soe wees seekw eee se 754 
Marshall, Humphrey ...-.. 702, 715, 722, 729, 755, 767, 866, 872, 879, 883, 892, 98 
Preston, W tented neretaeter testes eu aeess ee Or 801 
(See also 
Department of Ohio (Union). Affairs in, generally. 
Mississippi Valley. Affairs in, generally. 
Western Department (Confederate). Affaire in, generally.) 
Council of War at Bowling Green, Ky., February 7, 1862 -............ 220. «861 
Crittenden, George B., assigned to command in Southeastern...........-:. 764 
Expedition into, fiom Cairo, Ill., January 10-21, 1862. jas of John A. 

MCC lermnand cao ssacieco eeewes steko ee se tewkeete bocce esd etesiss se seeees 68 
Military departments embracing ...... 2. 0.220. ene eee en ce eee e cece ne eee 439 
Operations in | 

Central. Communications from 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A ....2. 222. cone 2 eee ne cone one 527 
Army Headquarters......- ewe weecktuueees peed 586, 614, 617, 620, 626-628 
Beaurepard, ‘Gi. Tl wccccc seesaw succes cess scenes ces Weteewecemmasons 861 
Boyles V ccescccsoa ewecs eee sac eckcciw sess sec teeete cess ecens 502 
Breckinridge, John C2... 0.2.2. conn cow cee ccc wes come cccces cece sees 707 
Buckner, Simon B....-..---.---- --- 2 eee ee 714, 732, 740, 758, 811, 859, 864 
Buell, Dot Carlos cnccis sss wcowesvncascciecs 466, 467, 480, 496, 501, 521, 528, 

543, 557, 569, 581, 585, 606, 609, 611, 615, 616, 619-628, 627, 631, 938, 939 
Crittenden "1. Licces vcasnies caer eotaddsses 447, 449, 558, 564, 569, 570, 589 
Duke, Bi W aves oss ses ccus dewkas caesar seeneseee dy eters ee eaee se B56 
Fleece, G. Bi scc.cnckec ddecee ce deee sce testoewws coe ees tees Seleaclne's 818 
Fry, James B .... ..cces conn ne toc c es cone monn cece ee eee ene cn ee cone 515 
Halleck, Henry W.. ...- 2-22 2-2. eee ece ccc cee coe ces cece woes 530, 599, 617 
Hardee, William J .--.26 22000 cone com nee oe cee nne cece ene ees 758, 836, 881 
Harrison, To E ckce oedeesa tewsedesodsscee cs eeues dese ares seeeee se 703 | 
Helin, Bed bac ceseeewc cence fee yect Vadenemudewss iGeeeseees 830, 838 
Hind mai, TiC .scewecdepiweuet cawese tes sSeosseecae Gensieses 700, 705, 761 
Johnston, A. Sidney socses wens ican cusses cieewe secs ches se Sees 698, 762, 

769, 773, 779, 781, 782, 790, 791, 801, 809, 814, 825, 840, 344, 846, 879, 881 | 
McCook, Alexander McD........-..--- 491, 501, 522, 544, 549, 557, 563, 627 
Marshall, pebociueeaeesebaes eeameceacereescscneweneatees ae 882 
Mitchel, O. M..- 22. 22.2 cone oe cnc eee cae ee oe cnee woes weee 596, 610, 615, 631 
Morgan, John H. ..- 22. 2-2-2 - eon ee nee eee ene cone ce ene cere cee eee 724 

Polk, Leonidas... . 2... 022. coc ens ceces coc ces os cecene sacece ceccee 790 
Ravesies, Paul ........--..-- EE ne ee hapusescore scoot: 696 
Sint e CrP Assen eo enha sete csante oaecews sneer tecere See rnce cess 517 
War Departinent,:C. 8 svsccn seesch cscueeecdss acltacese saree 779, 796 
W ar Departnicnt: UcSiceccaeeceestcccduette es eee deeeesdeeuece- O4E 
Wells: William Ay ccs sscececcescse seve yeesoascensweseep cece ccue 739 
Wood “lhomasd 125222522 ccc ad detaeee deve bac eniaben seeelesceas 615 
ieee also 
Bacon Creek Bridge, Ky. Expedition to, and destruction of, December 
4-7, 1861. 


Bowling Green, Ky. Evacuation of, by Confederate and occupa- 
tion of, by Union forces, February 14-15, 1862. 

Brownsville, Ky. Skirmish at, November 20, 1861. 

Gradyville, Ky. Skirmish at, December 12, 1861. 

Greensburg, Ky. Operations near, January 28-February 2, 1362. 
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Kentucky—Continued. 
Operations in 
Central. 
’ (See also 
Lebanon, Ky. Operations near, January 28-February 2, 1862. 
Rowlett’s Station (Woodsonville), Green River, Ky. Action at, 
December 17, 1861. 
Russellville, Ky. Scout in vicinity of, December 5-8, 1861. 
Sacramento, Ky. Action at, December 28, 1861. 
Whippoorwill Creek, Ky. Skirmish at, December 1, 1861.) 
Eastern. 
Communications from 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A...--. --- 220 eee ne eee e eee eee 501 
Buell, Don Carlos. .... 2. 222 e220 oe cone cece ne eee eee 466, 489, 501 
Garfield, James A .----.- 2.222. 2-22 0 een e ee eee 542, 582, 602, 663, 681 
Moore, L. T2212. eee e cece cee nnn cee ene cree een cone eeeeee 485 
Thomas, George H ...... 2-2-2 -2 ne cece ee cee ene teens cee ees 581 
Thompson, John B.... ---- 2-2-2 -- ee eee ce een eee e cece ene 886, 893 
Williams, John S......-....----- --66- Situs Uanbeee sings 885, 893. - 
December 23, 1861-January 30, 1862. 
Communications from 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U. 8S. A..--...----- ------ ------ 24 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8. A..-..----- 57, 58 
Buell, Don Carlos .. ....-.-..2---. .----- ieee ueeeueeeesee 22, 23 
Garfield, James A... 2-22. 22 enc cece s concen cone coeeee 35-39 
Officers of the Fitty-fourth Virginia......-...--.--------- 52 
Events. Summary of Principal.........--..---------- +--+. 21 
Orders, congratulatory. (Buell.) 2... .2.. ee-eee o--- eee ene cone — 24 
Reports of 
Buell, Don Carlos ......- Bet a Sigh Stator inate fone aiae areaata a ae ee 21 
Garfield, James A..........---.------ weeee's 25-27, 29, 30, 32-34 
Marshall, Humphrey......--...---------- 40, 42, 45, 46, 53, 55, 58 
Moore, A. C ... 22. 20. cone con ce eee e cen = teen cere ne en enes 61 
(See also 


Jennie’s Creek, Ky. Skirmish, January 7, 1862. 
Little Sandy, Ky. Expedition to, January 24-30, 1862. 
Middle Creek, near Prestonburg, Ky. Engagement at, January 
10, 1862. . 
Piketon, Ky. Expedition to, January 24-30, 1862. ) 
Southeastern. Communications from 
Boyle, J. T.... 455, 487, 489, 490, 492-495, 497, 498, 502, 504, 505, 508, 585, 927 


Bramlette, Thomas E ..-......--..--------- 441, 452, 459, 513, 517, 519, 530 
Breckenridge, Robert J------ .2---- ------ see eee cone cece ee cece nes 562 
Bryan, George ..---.------ cee ee nee een ce eee cee nee ee nner 490 
Buckner, Simon B.... .-- 22. 2-2-2 cece ee cee ene eee cee eee cee e eens 867 


Buell, Don Carlos.... 439, 445, 452, 458, 459, 465, 478, 483-485, 491, 496, 500, 
519, 522, 549, 556, 558, 560, 562, 566-568, 576, 580, 589, 597, 623, 930, 939 
Carter, S.P..439, 440, 445, 446, 448, 454, 456, 468, 469, 472, 478, 485,495, 513,680 


Connell, J. Mi... 0.20 coon ce een cn nnn cece comes comes cece cnnnes 475 
Coombs, Leslie .... 2.2.2. 22 eo ae cee nee cee ween ce cere cone e cee e cone 571 
Crittenden, George B .....-.--. --------- -20--- 769, 780, 791, 855, 860, 874 
Haggard, D. B.... 22. --2- eee eee eee eee es fannie tape eee ee ene Salem 497 
Heli Be vicencsees eeoces wecsioreean Show arate ieee ee B38 
Hillyer, Giles M..-.-. 2.22. cee ene ce ene cece ne cee ene eee cee eee 874 


Hindman, T. C ..-2 2. 22. oe cee ce eee cee ee cree cone cone cence 845 
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Kentucky—Continued. 
Operations in 
Southeastern. Communications from ; 

Hoskins, WA. .ccews ccuSce cass iedbewesevesesecweecsee secs: 453, 456, 506 
JobnStOn, LOWS 2:24. 6.0 ced dosecehresesewe cic adescsciewesiescees 503 
Johnston, A. Sidney ......---. -----e cence 734, 828, 831, 844, 847, 851, 882 
Lincoln; Abraham ..5.<.0selsce cece: Saneseecsatedicotasesaetec ers 470 
McCook, Robert L ........ bigineib aicrcide siaieaye ewe ticle oevetiee eeisasece as 554 
Maynard), Horace 2cccceniesewds pies sedcnwa's deldueeceseecs 5 eeseece x 582 
Sehoepl, Albin 2252 sos c0cs docs esse cate uensee ewes 473, 474, 476, 481, 486, 

496, 499, 504, 505, 508, 509, 514, 516, 518, 525, 526, 536, 538, 539, 545, 555 

Thomas, George: H. 2225s sisese cate cteans eesecdeeeedss acess cocmen « 440, 


442, 446, 449, 470, 471, 477, 478, 480, 481, 484, 487, 491, 492, 495, 498-500, 
509, 519, 522-524, 542, 550, 563, 564, 565, 567, 576, 581, 589, 623, 925, 926 


War Department, C. S ...2-. 22. 2. o-oo eee ene woe eee eee eee ee 764, 850 

Woltord; Prank « sccccceeseceeesresscecaces enee al esteeed cease. 457, 503 

Zollicoffer, F. K......---. ..-. 686, 690, 697, 706, 715, 725, 753, 773, 786, 797 
(See also 


Camp Goggin, Ky. Skirmishes near, December 1-2, 1861. 
Cumberland Gap., Tenn. . Skirmish near, February 14, 1862. 
Fishing Creek, Ky. Skirmishes at, Dec. 8, 1861, and Jan. 8, 1862. 
Grider’s Ferry, Cumberland River, Ky. Skirmish at, Dec. 28, 1861. 
Logan’s Cross-Roads, Ky. Engagement at, January 19, 1862. 
Mill Springs, Ky. — 
Operations about, December 1-13, 1861. 
Reconnaissance to, December 18, 1861. ; 
Somerset, Ky. Operations about, December 1-13, 1861.) 
‘Western. (See 
Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers. Operations on. 
Mississippi Valley. Operations in.) 
Proclamations to people of 
Sandy Valley. (Gartield.) 2... -... 2200 cece ceccns cecwus connns ccce cece 33 
Southeastern. (Zollicoffer.)......---.-.- bel wbaneces ead aoeree ceecaces 787 
Volunteers. Enlistment of, for : 
Confederate service. Communications from-War Department, C.8.. 780, 857 
State defense. (Union.) Communications from Don Carlos Buell...... 515 
Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 
Artillery—8atteries: Byrne’s, 904; Cobb’s, 853, 905; Graves’,* 329-333, 
336, 340, 341, 343-345, 348, 349, 337-369, 779. 
Cavalry—Battalions: 1st (Mounted Rifles), 815, 816; King’s, 728, 854. Com- 
panies: Huey’s,t 383, 53; Milton’s, 75, 137, 148, 150, 358, 858; Padgett’s, 
137, 138, 148; Wilcox’s,t Williams’,t 383, 853. Regiments : 1st, 261, 295, 
745, 781, 793, 839, 853,905. Squadrons: Morgan’s, 12, 13, 116, 117, 261, 428, 
429, 433, 434, 714, 746, 793, 852, 905. 
Infantry—Regiments: 1st (Taylor), 49,53; 2d (Hanson), 286, 294, 329, 330, 
332, 333, 337, 340, 342-346, 350, 352, 354, 377, 378, 392, 852; 3d (Thomp- 
son); 4th (Trabue), 852, 905; Sth (Williams), 41-43, 45-47, 49, 53, 57, 59, 
— 603, 716, 717, 729, 730, 755, 815, 816, 866, 684, 892, 898; 6th ( Lewis), 852, 905; 
7th (Wickliffe), 854, 8957; Sth (Lyon), 233, 339, 359-362, 364, 371-375, 853; 
9th (Hunt), 852, 995. 
Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 
Artillery—Batteries: A (Stone), 467; B (Hewett), 453, 457, 461, 467, 478-4-0, 
484, 506, 517. | 





*Company B, Fourth Infantry. t Detached from First Regiment. 
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Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Union)—Continued. 


Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 9, 25, 27, 28, 30, 32, 79, 80, 82, 99, 100, 441, 443, 452, 
457, 459, 461, 467, 479, 480, 484, 489, 490, 492, 444, 495, 497-499, 501, 502, 504, 
506, 509, 520, 602, 925; 2d, 467; 3d, 4, 5, 62, 63, 468, 558, 570, 653, 724; Sth, 
490, 494, 495, 505, 513, 520, 522; 6th, 417, 539. 

Infantry—Regiments: 3d (Bramlette), 441, 443, 461, 493, 535, 810; 4th (Fry), 
77, 79-82, 84-88, 91, 93, 100, 101, 461, 479, 653, 659, 810; Sth (Rousseau), 460, 
810; 6th (Whitaker), 529,651, 654, 810; 7th (Garrard), 461, 469, 478, 479, 
495,520; Sth (Barnes), 449, 538,925; 9th (Grider), 461,810; LOth (Har- 
lan), 79, 80, 85, 88-90, 460, 479,810; 11th (Hawkins), 461,654,810; 12th 
(Hoskins), 11, 79, 80, 96-99, 460, 474, 478, 479, 484, 504, 506-508, 3810; 13th 
(Hobson), 461, 466, 810, 925; 14th (Moore), 25, 26, 29-32, 39, 45, 466, 489, 501, 
503, 602, 664, 810; 15th (Pope), 461, 467, 476,810; 16th (Marshall), 23, 602, 
663,681; 17th (McHenry), 169, 175, 178, 236, 240, 241, 243, 247, 249, 250, 461, 
650,810; 18th ( Warner), 467; 19th (Landram), 538, 624, 654; 21st ( Dud- 
ley), 925; 22d (Lindsey), 22, 27, 30-32, 37, 45, 501, 503, 582, 583, 602, 663 ; 
23d (Mundy), 45; 24th (Gr igabay. 538; 25th (Shackelford), 169, 175, 177, 
178, 186, 189, 236, 237, 240, 241, 243, 244, 246, 247, 249, 251, 650 ; 26th 
(Burbridge), 461, 654 ; ‘28th (Boone), 538. 

Kentucky, Army of Central. (Confederate.) 


Breckinridge, John C., assumes command of Second Division...-......--. 771 
Hardee, William J., assigned to and assumes command .......--------- 734, 737 
Johnston, A. Sidney, assumes command.........----.---- ee sueeaus pote 905 
Operations. District of, defined......- 2... 222-02 eee eee ene eens ween ee 734, 737 


Orders, General, series 1861: No. 1, 737. 
Orders, Special, series 1861: No. 42, 779; No. 46, 20; (Second Division), 
No. 273, 771. 


Organization, strength, etc., of....--....-.---- 337, 737, 814, 832, 852, 853, 904, 905 
Kentucky State Bank. Seizure of funds. Communications from 

Johnson, George W .... 2... --ecee cone cee con enncvenes ee eee 819 

Polk, Leonidas. .-.-. 220. 00022 - conn cena e cece es wen w ee ns cee neccnscces mamas 770 

War Department, C. & 2.222. 20. cece ween ne oe cece cece ee wens coc ene cone aces 796 
Kimmel, Louis. Mentioned... ... 2.22.22. ccc ens cece cece n ween sen ene cnee ones 18 
King, Bara. Mentioned... 2.2. 0.222. 22 ee ne cnn e cone cece ns cece tweens seco 176, 181, 183 
King, H. C. Mentioned. ... 22. 020. cece con nee cee ene eee ween eens cece coe 67, 803, 898 
Kirby, D. T. Mentioned .. ...... 2.2.22 cece cece ween cn eees ces mene cone nececces 235 
Kirkwood, William W. Mentioned.........-. 22-22. c-ee0- ee. eee ee ee eee 232 
Kise, R. C. Mentioned... 2. 20.0. 22-22. sence nee oe cece ne cee eee cece cone cee eee 86 
Kise, William C. 7 | | 

MéHTiIONGU 46252 cwougs.d Just wie che ue ese Geet 2546-85 ceed boeae sees 77, 83-86 

Report of engagement at Logan’s Cross-Roads, on Fishing Creek, Ky., Jan- 

mary 19,1802 3 cesste ce sew eaiote ele vase een ete nteetediaeee tet sees 90 

Kitchen, Saul. “Mentioned 2220 .cs2<eoscs ceceesereclc eo edewesesceseceleweny Se 943 
Kittoe, Edward D. Mentioned..-.... Ce ee Oe ee ee 198 
Klein, Robert. Mentioned .... --.. -2.- .20- co-2 eee cone cece eee enee ee ce eens 654 
Knapp; A.J. Mentioned $26 2.6.00.6.0steccncesienseccee socasececceeseteee oes 82 
Knefler, Frederick. Mentioned .... 2.2... 0222-2 eens cece ee cone ee cence ceee 240 
Knorr; Frank. Mentioned os-23.ccescucccccdccnctanekdctus theses scescn eee Ses 18 
.Knoxville, Tenn. Martial law declared...2.. 2.2. ..2-2. 2-0 - eee ene eee ee oe 760 
Kodalle, Frani.. Mentioned vices. se.cd eseninbeted ices bewces ccccessésewe 18 
Koehler, Robert. Mentioned........--....-..--...----- e+e: RE ey ee ee 217 
Kossak, William. Mentioned... --. 2... 222. cecnne coon vec nas sacnes cneces cone 164 
Kountz, Wid... Mentioned. 202.3. cissvce sce einseeedslanee ce veneer seaces sues 552 
Krauth, Ferdinand. Mentioned .... 2... 2... .22 22. 20-2 cece conn cece ee eee eee 18 


Lagow, Clark B. Mentioned...-... 12.22. ---- 2. 202 eee e cone cece ee oe teeeee - 160,515 
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Pago 
Laird, Samuel. Mentioned..... 2.22.2 022. cook cece ne cece co ce wane cnnnne acccne 228 
Lake Erie, No. 3, Steamboat. Mentioned 1.2... ..222. coo e cece cece ne ce cee 6 
Landers, Sergeant. Mentioned 2.2.2.2... cc ook cece cece ne cee cee cnc cce eecnce 876 
Landis,R.W. Mentioned .. 0.2... ..0 22. cock cook cone cone cece cece ween cece cece 562 
Landram,W.J. Mentioned .... 22... 20. ene cee cece cece ee wenn cnne cece 623 
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Godbey, Jackson 2... 0.222. 222 cece es cence cece cee cee n ne cone cece * 52 
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Johnston, A. Sidmey -.- 2... 222. 2220 cece ene eee eee ens cone cece 715, 754, 767 
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1602 ek cee tet cee ts doses ese cateoss occsches aeeeestes 40, 42, 45, 46, 53, 55, 58 
Martial Law declared in 
Knoxville, Tenn ..- 22. 22 eee coon cee ene ce cen ce ene ene ce cee cece ee cone 760 
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Massey, C. K. Mentioned... 2.2. 22.2. cee nnn conn wee cone cee eee ene c ees - 380 
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May, Andrew J. Mentioned ...... 22.20. 2-2 cece cece wens cece cece cence ee nees 728 
May,Charles. Mentioned .... 2... ---- 2-2. ee ene cece ee cone cee ne tence 5, 64, 66, 386 
Maynard, Horace. 
Correspondence with 
Buell, Don Carles 2.2.00 cence coon cencsenece ee rr er 480, 483 
Carters SPs Ss Saas ee ies oes bse Rw eke Os eee SES Ste Sete eee 468, 469 
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Mays, T. J. Mentioned .... 2-2 22.220 2 eee eee eee eee ce ene eee ne eee e eee 401 
Medcalf, W. H. Mentioned ... 2... 22.2. oe eee ne cee cee we cee cee coc wee ee eee 214 
Megrew, John P. Mentioned ....-...---. 2222 eens cone cee eee cee ene eee eee ee 234 
Meigs, Montgomery C. Mentioned ............-----. ---- e--- eee eee eee ee 531, 547 
(For correspondence, etc., see Quartermaster-General’s Office, U. S. A.) 
Mendell, Noah EH. Mentioned ...... 2-2-2. 222. cee ee cow ene cone eee ene eee ee 220, 222 
Meriwcther,C. E. Mentioned... 2.2... 0-22. cee cee cone cece ce ene ce eee teens 63-66 
Merritt, Andrew. Mentioned...... 2... 2.2. 22-2 cee ee cece ee cece ee ence eens 92 


Metcalf,R.L. Mentioned............---....-- ieabeee La walee awe semen s oatcaet a2 
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Michigan Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery—Regiments: 1st, A, 419, 610. 
Engineers—Regiments: 1st, 79, 81. 
Infantry-—Regiments: 1st, 810; 9th, 461, 466 ; 1th, 810. 
Middle Creek, Ky. Engagement at, Jan. 10, 1862. Sketch of battle-field... 51 
(For reports, etc., see Kentucky. Operations in Eastern, December 23, 1861- 
January 30, 1862.) 
Mill Springs, Ky. 
Engagement at, January 19, 1862. (See Logan’s Cross-Roads, Ky. ) 
Operations about, December 1-13, 1861. Reports of 


Schoepf, Albin ...-.. 2-2-2. een ooo ne coc eee cece ne com ees coc ene ee eee 458 
Van ‘Derveer, Ferdinand. 2... 2.2.22. ccccce cnn cones come es cece ne ce ccee 9 
Zollicotier: Fo. K xcwec csc coos Sackiessaguesindssesatiecusexte ses esecects 10,11 
Reconnaissance to, Dec. 18, 1861. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 1.) 
Sketch of fortifications on the Cumberland River, near........------------ 946 
Miller, Captain. Mentioned .... 2... ..2220 e200 22 - oo ween meee ene eee eee 136, 143, 152 
Miller, Private. Mentioned. ...- 2.222. 2225 ccc cee ccc e cece ween cee ne ce cwee ce 226 - 
Miller, A. Mentioned .... 2.222. 2222 2220 cone cee cee ce cee mene cece wees coe 471 
Miller, A. O. Mentioned... 22. 02.22. coce ce eens cee coe cone cece ne cece eons 86, 90, 92 
Miller, Isaac F. Mentioned ......---. --- 220 2-2 - ee cone one eee eee teen ee cone ee 92 
Miller, Israel H. Mentioned ................. 2200 --- i bemelusecewecseeeeesns 92 


Miller, John H. 
Correspondence with 


Alcotiny Jo Wiecsessawdes dowds shee wced wees ass oe lteedsencewses focce - 808, 812 

Polk, Leonidas... .. 2.20 ---- coos ccccce cece cnnace cee 808, 836, 841, 864, 871, 887 
WGNnGiONGO 208. Sid Sota haloes Sead tememoeodee nae le Seles ance 75, 813, 920 
Report of skirmish near Fort Heiman, Ky., epee 13, 1002 -ace6essee ses . 416 
Miller, Jonathan P. Mentioned .....-..---- 2-2-2 e202 cece ee nee eee eee 100 
Miller, T.C.H. Mentioned... -... 2... 2200.22. ene ene ee eee Ceiettieu neces 106, 107, 111 
Miller, Thomas G. Mentioned ....-.. 2-02.22 222+ coe cone ee eens cone cee eee 346 
Mills, Noah W. Mentioned.......-.--- 2.2. 22-02 ee een eke cee eee eee eee eee 230 
Milner, H. Mentioned ...-.. 2... 22-2 2-2-2 eee ce eee cone ce nee cee eee eeeee 149 
Milton, Captain. Mentioned .........-..---- Vo dGuadie eeiecw near ase his 137, 148, 150 
Mina Tonka, Steamboat. Mentioned ......-...2--- --ecee cone coon ee eee eee ee 433 
Minnesota. Military departments embracing ........-.-------+---+--+-++---+- 439 


Minnesota Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments: 2d, 77, 79, 80, 82, 83-85, 87, 95, 96, 99, 460, 479, 810; 
3d, 461, 466, 810. 


Mississippi. 
Affairs in, generally.’ Communttetons from 
Alcorn, J. Le... ee 2-22 ence cane cen on wenn cece nett cee n ee enue cows 771, 782 
Johnston, A. Sidney. -.-. 02.222. ee ene cee nee cence en ene e cnn e cee cee cee 727 
Mississippi, Governor Of. ...% 2. .--- + eeeeee coe eee conn ee cone 710, 732, 757, 851 


Operations in. (See 

Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers. Operations on. 

Eastport, Miss. Expedition to, February 15-22, 1862.) 
Proclamation of Weakley et al. to citizens of Northern.........----------- 693 
Requisitions, etc., for troops. ..---. 20. 2 eee e ween cone cee ene eee 687, 688, 856, 899 
Union sentiment.in. os iccc second sceece sciccess a RI ie ee ne 155, 156, 421 

Mississippi, Governor of. 
Correspondence with | 
Beauregard, G. T.. 2... scccee cecccs cocces cones ips siesieueacseeeseu 899 


Johnston, A. Sidney...... Ccsidiest ants cee gosaude 687, 710, 732, 788, 823, 851 
Polk. Deonid Sco 146s. cbewenceesceetetesss nates udecee anes eeeecens 757, 846 


Proclamation of. ...... 2... -.s0 ees t Nclet Lat Link ce tee Gale city tue a aeaupe mmee 688 
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Mississippi, Ordnance Officer of. Correspondence with Leonidas Polk..... 708 
Mississippi Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery—Batteries: Jefferson, 762, 904; Pettus Flying Artillery, 728, 
808, 853; Smith’s, Stanford's, 854; Warren Light Artillery 3, 20, 762, 
793, 852, "904. 

Cavalry—Battalions : 1st, 416,854; Brewer’ - 854,909. Companies: Had- 
son’s, 854; McLawner’s (militia), 783. Regiments: 1st, 852 ; Wirt 
Adams’, 13, 14, 261, 696, 737, 904. 

Infantry—Battalions : 3a, 809, 852, 904. Regiments: 1st, 233, 339, 359-362, 

364, 371-374, 853, 868; 2, 236; 3d, 359, 694, 821, 823, 832,835; 4th, 137, 
139, 148, 150, 151, 358, "359, 364, 868; 6th, 852, 904; 7th, 915, 919; Oth, 135, 
157, 863, 867, 872; Oth, 149; 14th, 329-282, 337, 341, 344, 345, 347, 348, 
350, 352, 354, 382, 852 5 15th, 82, 83, 105-109, 112, 115, 687, 814, 824, 828, 
904; 20th, 275, 337-342, 359, 360, 364, 379-38:3, 415, 416, 853; 22d, 728, 809, 
#53, ‘904: 23d,t 233, 359, 361, 364, 371-374, 853, 368; 25th,t 728, 809, 53 ; 
26th, 329, 237-342, 359, 360, 364, 382, 808, 852; 44th, 854. (Militia): lst, 
2d, 3d, 783. 
Mississippi, Army of the. (Confederate.) (For orders, etc., see Western De- 
partment—Confederate. ) 
Mississippi Valley. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Alcorn, J. Li... - +. ene ne cee cee cee ce cnn eee ce cee cone cone cece cee - 782 
Beauregard, G. T .... - 222 2-2 oe cone cece ee eee cece ene cece ne ence cone 899 
Bowen, John S22... 10.2 eee ee cnn ene cone cone cone cette cone ceeewe 738 
Cullum, G. W..---. 2.0. eee ene cee cee cone cee cee cere cece ne cone wees 675, 676 
Grant, Us:S2s sees cesewewr coeee 442, 455, 460, 462, 464, 482, 507, 510, 516, 523, 534 
Halleck, Henry W .... ..---- 2 ccee oon conn ne cee eee cnn reer ee cnneee 553 
Johnston, A. Sidney ..---. -- 2-2. eee cece cee e cece cee e ee ee eee eee 687, 689, 74 
Lovell, Mansfield... 22. 2... 2222 cone cece cent cece ne cone cece ne ce ceee 823 
Lynch, Montgomery. .-.---. .----+ e220 tenn ce eee cone ne cone ee cn eeee 728 
Mississippi, Ordnance Officer of ...... .----- see eee cee ene cone cece ee cone 708 
Navy Department, C.S....-..-----..- bly eceniauulaage sicaveeetarat- laeenoaeids cia lsiaransemie 789 
Pillow, Gideon J........-. ----.--- ---- 684, 691, 694, 703, 708, 731, 769, 797, 908 
Polk, Leonidas .... 692, 705, 741, 758, 773, 789, 793, 822, 825, 828-830, 832, 850, 851 
War Department, C. S....--.. 2-2 eee ee eee ee een een ee cece 796, 807, 833 
Operations in. Communications from | | 
AlGeriy D2 Ta ace sce swcdiccteneeseest sess tewnws as Sieweses 803, 808, 812, 813, 816 
Army Headquarters .....--. .---06 ---0- ee eee eee eee 640, 641, 645, 646, 661, 664 
Beauregard, G. T .......---------- 861, 889, 890, 895, 896, 900, 908, 912, 915, 918 
Brewer, R. H ...- . 2-22. eee nee cone cee cee cee cece n es eee cone ceeee cone 831 
Buell, Don Carlos ...... ..----- +2 - 2 eee cece eee eee cee cee cone 528, 639, 640 
Cheatham, B. F....22. 2.22 22 oo ne eee cee nn cee cece ne rene: ceces cocenes 919 
Callum G. Wess vow ecnscce Soles, cee oeesteseteaeeee 644, 675, 676, 940, 942 
Foote, Andrew H..---.. .--- 2-222 cone eee ce ee ee eee cee eee cence en ccee 665 
Grant, Ue Si2520hseeseacee ies wearslotarss 551-553, 555, 557, 559-561, 565, 666, 667 
Halleck, Henry W ....-..----- ------ 22-2 coe cee eee cee eee 561, 627-629, 
633, 635-637, 641, 645, 647, 648, 658, 676, 679, 682, 683 
Henderson, ————.... .. --- - soe enn wee cee cece nee cree nn cree cece 920 
Johnston, A. Sidney. ...... eRe crab eter! 752, 790, 801, 622, 831, 835, 839, 905 
Logwood, T. H ...... .---- ene cee ene eee eee cee ce teee 536, 898, 912, 920 
Lovell, Mansfield .... 2.2.2.0 2-02 eee eee ene cece ee cere cee ene ne wees 693 
Lynch, Montgomery ....-.-------- Dvodeepouanaouadsoasesee even ghee 916, 920 


«Composed of Alabama and Mississippi companies. 
t Sometimes called Third Mississippi. 
t Also called First Mississippi Valley. Changed to Second Confederate Infantry January 31, 1862. 
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Mississippi Valley—Continued. 
Operations in. Communications from 
MAW GT; J ofdica sou ie cue stietee bon les Sonstiges canadienne seca 803, 836, 841 
Pillow, Gide0n se) soccetocnteces cletute es bassus veces wide wtec hares 916 
Polls, e0nidas.w2xs.tadececuss less atudeesess 790, 808, 835-8:37, 840, 889, 916 
BHCTHIAU TW Ueassiecse Giana so See cee owe teoset ue scwametes: 665, 666, 677, 682 
jLGLS (2 ol kd WEN eara aOR on Peeve a a Reni om gon ea Ecs E-Se Nee eC gOS tei OT Oe 665 
Walker Ti. Mecuswedentcewests idebaewe tec dei crete ate ei Meee cerca 748 
War Departnient; C..S wesccoscuded dceclise canst deuce cakenucese 892, 893, 917 
(See also 
Columbus, Ky. 
Evacuation of, by the Confederate and rr of, by Union 
forces, March 2-3, 1862. 
Gunboat reconnaissance to, January 14, 1862. 
Holt, Fort, Ky. Gunboat demonstration on, December 1, 1861. 
Kentucky. Expedition into, from Cairo, Iil., January 10-21, 18€2.) 
Missouri. | 
Military departments embracing ...-.....--- 2.22. oon eee eee eee eee 439 
Operations in Southeastern. Communications from 
CullamieGe W eisetesace sete ce ccew eveu eel oteeee ree sh eacvasecoks 676 
Halleck, THenty W. tesccc'ss cast cocyeeestesiee: whale Saas eee es eehibane 668, 671, 674 
Polk, Leonidas ives soccer ores ils tases eed Bo eseeeeon ae ween eels 808 


(See also Doniphan, Mo., Poplar Bluff, Mo., and Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment—Confederate. ) 
Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 
Infantry—Regiments : Ast, 428, 728, 810, 853, 904. 
Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 
Artillery —Battalions: Cavender’s,* 128, 168, 174-176, 178, 181, 195, 215, 217, 
219, 220, 225, 226, 231, 626, 649,650. Regiments: Ist (C), 650. 
Cavalry—Murdock’s, 525. 
Infantry—Regiments: 8th, 6, 169, 179, 233-236, 238-241, 245, 247, 249, 462, 
650, 666, 667; Lith, 525; L3th, 168, 219-221, 224, 225,649; 16th, 649. 
Sharpshooters—Birge’s,t 16x, 221, 223, 435, 601. 
Missouri, Department of the. (Union.) 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Army Headquarters....-..-..-.....---. ---.---- 489, 547, 594, 614, 930, 933, 937 


Halleck, Henry W........-... 532, 539, 543, 561, 641, 645, 647, 655, 660, 929, 937 
War Departinént, US suc wie eons seed tatexgaeseeeeresess woeadees 646,652 
Halleck, Henry W., assumes command ........2. 2.2. 2-00 eee eee eee eee eee 439 


Orders, General, series,1861: No. 1, 439; No. 24,496. Series 1862: No. 43, 688. 
Union troops in.{ Organization, strength, etc. 525, 544, 578, 601, 605, 649, 650, 678 
Mitchel, Ormsby M. 
Correspondence with Don Carlos Buell .....--. ie 556, 610, 611, 615, 631, 634, 675 
MCNUIONCH Sc linh neh ue eee ates eG se ueee ees eu eee ee sue o tee 14, 425, 
434, 443, 451, 468, 501, 612, 615, 616, 627, 634, 642, 652, 656, 659, 660, 939 
Report of evacuation of Bowling Green by Confederate and occupation 


of, by Union forces, February 14-15, 1862-.......-..... 0... -----.------ 419 
Mitchell, Mr. Montioned ........... hha aw nial otal anaire eat ne emrk eral ea ad eh 503 
Moffett, Henry C. Mentioned -..... 2.2.25 c.0c. ccc seeds en cee eee cee ceecce te 235 
.Moffit, Hunter P. Mentioned ...... 2.2.2. 222 ok ee wee een cw ee wee 749 
‘Monroe, Benjamin F. Mentioned ...... 2.2... 0.222. cee cece ee wee ee eee ee 189 
‘Monroe, George W. Mentioned.... Sina cetssianeea ad et wuenetw namelan ee be O 
Monroe, James. Mentioned.........-.... 220 222. 2 eee neon wiioorecantatet 222 


* Composed of Batteries D, H, I, and K, First Missouri Light Artillery. 
t After April 14, 1862, known as the Fourteenth Missouri Infantry. 
} District of Cairo and District of West Tennessee. 
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Monsarrat, George H. 
Correspondence with 
Johnston; A. Sidvey .2.2 sccces soci sees Sse ecs saat eaueuners Here hn ser 851 
War Departnient, -C..8 sss.cssesewcse ce cock ees ces Canes 798, 203, 819, 913, 917 
Mentioned? ics .e ec cewees bee heuoce set eei eect eee oeewan ete wiooes 738, 742, 747, 750 
Montgomery, ———. Mentioned -... 2.0.2.2 222-2 ook cee eee cee eee eee eee cee 117 
Monteomery; J.B: “Mentioned iinet ie ews Cees shee See estes cwew ene 798 
Moore, MOCNUIONGC).2duc os Sic eues wel ss 2h Sse Ste he were wes oe otetceses 336 
Moore,A:. B:. Mentioned: .d6<.ccndeedecccs ciccensneseses see ees 688, 690, 693, 695, 752 
(For correspondence, etc., see Alabama, Governor of.) 
Moore, A. C. 
Mentioned.............. 34, 40-42, 45, 48, 53, 702, 703, 716, 717, 756, 873, 879, 885, 892 
Report of operations in Eastern Kentucky, Dec, 23, 1861-Jan. 30, 1862 ..... 61 
Moore, J.-P... Mentioned 4 o0222.025 53s doin eras ctdescooebew kececesssecenavs 325 
Moore, L. T. Correspondence with Don Carlos Buell...........--.-.-.---- 466, 485 
Moore, Samuel A. Mentioned...... 2.2.0 00. eee ee cee ce eee cen cee 230 
Moore, T.O. Mentioned ...........2....22.. 692, 694, 708, 844, 899, 900, 906, 908, 918 
(For correspondence, etc., see Louisiana, Governor of.) 
Moore, W.5.. Mentioned so sc0eso eed ete hes Oe dese Sdee wets sine os weve Seek 737 
Moore, William P. Mentioned ...... 2... .22 22. oe eee wee nee 348, 356, 357, 750 
Moorman, George T. Mentioned .......-.-....---- 2220-20-22 eee 363, 364, 369, 410 
Morgan County, Tenn. Skirmish in, February 2, 1862. Reports of 
Leadbetter, Danville....... aatesdeg | he nisptls ses euaertuag ila ara Saito eede Se aietoe 118 
White. W evewss cosas ced encaceieenineseees cee tote muse ceeecuceaueses 119 
Morgan, Captain. Mentioned 2... 2... 120. cece en cnn cece ce cee wee tem ees cone 860 
Morgan, James D. 
ASStonmients (o;COMMANG yiisi-ctub cutest ad cect wien Sasstedes déleenet leds 578 
Me@nilONC@occ5¢,. cents ule ttn ks este etaus wo euess eee peeeee ne tecmevewes 68, 578 


Morgan, John H. 
Correspondence with 
Buckner, Simo: B icace sca ye sine 5 veces ewe ee ioaeee es Seacnesesseece F14,724 


Hardeé W lien. d:oc.2. 32s Gases wooo ce Web toetesetes eee soca hess 434 
MeO@NTION@ ia clisiecN ed vaa ese eee eee eh ety 429, 508, 746, 761, 845, 855 
Reports of | 

Bacon Creek Bridge, Ky. Expedition to, and destruction of, December 

A=7, 10Gb steno te eee t ete haut thee tne heen tied ee Gees 12 

Greonsburg and iebaton, Ky. Operations near, January 28-February 

D LOGS. cus! Cenweesledwteuee wus eaters eaeeeeuad See ceeue ene eed 116 
Nashville, Tenn. Scout to, February 26, 1862..........-....-..------ 433 
Morgan, St.C. M... Mentioned ici ciues ten shoes cSeds was aes ee tuted secede 150 
Morgan, William H. Mentioned ....... Lceahcdal! hatineuienc ata umaeees aeawmaeea's 228 
Morris 6°Co.;.D;> (Mentioned a2. sons SeSse ese sg aber soe eloetessoeus 705 
Morris; As W. -Menioned) oo os:.s02 ticecoss ceca dceeedccsucaedues ees re 20 
Morris, W.d:-['?)] Mentioned) cose cscceo nck coe cceocsee ciwiesecensetedete ens d 367 
Morrison, Steamboat. Mentioned ...2.. 2... ook oe ene ce eee wee cee cee cee 693 
Morrison, William R. | ; 
Mentioned 220225. 222cccctechececes ees tesaeseds 168, 170, 172, 173, 181, 194, 203-206 
Report of siege and capture of Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 12-16, 1862. - 21 
Morrisy, G. H. Mentioned ...... 2... 2.0206 sens seen ew ceen tees ees Paterbindia tana 224 
Morse, Alien, Mentioned: 2.26.cccced secs os veces elie seueseicee seek scdececwed 81 
Morton, John W. Mentioned...... 2... 222. eee eee ce ene cece s ----- 336, 349 
Morton, Oliver P. Mentioned.... 2.2... 02.0.0 e ee eee eee eee wees 443, 511, 56. 
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Percy, Colonel. Mentioned: .:26 05 vs socnaseues Slob ds bac conenddetntusdasusons 783 
Perczel, Nicholas. Mentioned....... 22222. 000. oo eee ee eee eee cee cee cece 560 . 
Perkins, Lieutenant. Mentioned...... 2.02.0 000000 oe ee eee ee ee ee ee ee eeee»§ 361 
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Upton’s, 854; Williams’, 722, 854. 

Cavalry—Battalions : 1st, 105, 797,814, 824, 860; 2d, 779,809, 852,904; 3d, 
105, 705, 814, 824, 843; 4th, 32, 105, 106, 111, 112, 797, 814, 824; Sth, 82, 105, 
106, 686, 690, 712, 725, 797, 814, 824; 6th, 854; Sth, 853; 9th, 137, 150, 295, 
308, 364, 383, 386; Crew's, 905. -Companies: Bledsoe’s, 105, 106, 520, 824 ; 
Brock’'s, Brown's, 750, 780; Clay’s, 76; Eldridge’s, Gillespie’s, 751 ; 
Gorman’s, 750,780; Haywood’s, 84; McClary’s, 751, 780; Mc- 
Henry’s, 860,874; McKenzie’s, 780; McLin’s, 712, ™50, 780; McRea’s, 
519; Montgomery's, Neely’s, 854; Sanders’, 105, 106, 108, 824 ; Stock’s, 
769, 854; White’s, 750,780. Regiments: Ist, 118,119,687; Forrest's, 4— 
6, 64-66, 137, 148-151, 233, 274, 295, 329, 333, 335, 361, 362, 364, 369, 383-387, 
390, 412, 428, 429, 569, 809, 858, 905. 

Infantry—8attalions: Colm’s, 358, 364; Henry's, 868. Regiments: 1st, 362, 
872; 2d, 854; 3d, 329-332, 337, 346-354, 853 ; 4th, 854; Sth, 854, 904; 6th, 
854; 7th, 901; 9th, 854; lOth, 131, 137, 139, 144, 146, 148 151, 279, 358- 
360, 363, 366, 367, 369, 863, 868; Lith, 456,705,843; L2th, 13th, 854; 
14th, 901; 15th, 854; 16th, 111; 17th, 82, 105-108, 111-113, 687, 814. 
824, 904; 18th, 329-333, 337, 342, 343, 345-356, 853 ; 19th, 82, 105-108, 112, 
687, 814, 824,904; 20th, 82, 105-108, 111, 115, 687, 814, 824, 904; 21st, 
22d, 854; 23d, 24th, 852, 904; 25th, 82, 105-108, 111, 413, 519, 686, 690, 
697, 725, 814, 824, 860, 874, 904; 26th, 329, 337-342, 345, 346, 359, 360, 364, 
382, 852; 27th, 692, 809, 853, 904; 28th, 82, 105-108, 111-113, 115, 519, 
686, 690, 697, 725, 814, 824, 860, 874, 904; 29th, 8&2, 105, 106, 108, 111-113, 
115, 712, 751, 753, 770, 773, 780, 791, 797, 824,904; 30th, 138, 279, 331, 358, 
359, 364, 367, 369, 377, 378, 391, 393, 394,868; Slst, 692, 854; 32d, 329, 330, 
332, 337, 346, 348, 350, 352, 353, 355-357, 369, 689, 750, 853; 33d, 854: 
34th, 456, 705, 751, 843; 35th, 852; 37th, 105, 749, 774, 780, 815, 904: 
38th, 135, 157, 749, 815, 825, 863, 867, 872; 39th, 800; 40th, 854; 41st, 
329, 330, 332, 333, 337, 341, 346, 347, 354, 382, 852; 42d, 333, 359, 360, 363, 
367, 369-372, 842, 853; 43d; 800, 815, 825, 827, 828, #34, 848, 862; 44th, 
852, 904; 45th, 904; 46th, 47th, 854; 48th, 137, 138, 148, 150, 279, 290, 
358-360, 363, 367, 369, 842, 868; 49th, 333, 354, 358, 364, 377, 378, 391, 392, 
398, 817, 868; 50th, 138, 333, 358, 364, 377, 378, 391, 392, 817, 843, 868; 
51st, 137, 138, 148, 150, 290, 358, 359, 364, 847, 910, 919; 52d, 236, 847, 910, 
918; 53d, 290, 358-360, 363, 367, 368, 370; 55th, 904; 60th, 337; 154th, 
854. Provisional Army: 2d, 3d, 862, 872. 
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Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) : 


Infantry—Regiments: 1st, 79, 84, 96, 97, 99, 448, 461, 465, 474, 478, 479, 481, 
483-487, 495, 810; 2d, 79, 96, 97, 448, 454, 461, 465, 474, 478, 479, 481, 483- 
487, 495, 810. 
Tennessee, Hast. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
AVINY Neadquartersiui2 ccs sins co teueut ceewcoctmdeoudewevecutascs:. “926 


TANNOY, <) OL It oi iguterstaue ah Seen beuoet te aaewiows Sees eeeeee alsa mere 733 
BUCKHCH Simon D,.cinesde te ented ae beus cole acs haaseeuse sede 758 
Carroll, William: Heo jc.cee eee acdc bidecede cake heen 704, 738, 749, 764, 815 
Crittenden, George B..... 2... 1222 e eee cee ee eee wee 740, 774, 780, 791, 800 
Hardee, Wiliam daseholcwute eeese ted wcankaemede nes emacwcens 758 
Haynes, Tandon Cie seme csi case deedcemeuecdens pameee- gesekeacoes: 849 
Jonnston, As SIQNCVsac2.5.0i20 cesudeus ite cos sdee ease ce hedSiacsucsy: 906:879 
Leadbetter, Danvill6cccisscoicsiwnxssece- tiwu wise cdes scum vasaskuees 842, 848 
Peoples, MaqisOU TL icecete tes tnd Ce ewioe coe Sera bdiani me ddcoadacuaee - 685 
Tennessee, ‘Governor Of si<2 ex s5e's3 Qian eeseek.s wees babeoe weed once e bls 849 
War Department, C. S....22. 0.22 ee ee eee eee eee 689, 738, 745, 771, 790 
W Alves We Fd tc Suet cariweoem erty ats eel Gua vee seats Molto? Gua 766 
W 0008. Ae Mit Secs ets Geese ousted Gop b aes hsedasuweeetoss sade 689 
VOUUG TOG esses tourusmee hiss anaetus woth ieee moeee boeoda: 777 
Confederate troopsin. Organization, strength, etc . ....-..¢---- 749-752, 800, 801 
Jackson, J. K., assigned to command at Chattanooga. ..... Meseee cons w---- 907 
Occupation of, by Union forces. Measures for ............ .-.. 2-2 -.---0-- 447, 


450, 457, 458, 468, 473, 480, 483, 484, 487, 521, 530, 531, 535, 549, 
568, 582, 585, 586, 624, 660, 680, 926, 928, 931, 932, 936, 939, 945 

(See also Kentucky. Operations in Southeastern.) 

Operations in. Communications from 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A.........2....2...-. 888, 890 
PONDSLON; Ay OIONCY vocu csdcaahived soad ce Seiad vaiennkewcede Sousa dee 905 
War Department,-CeS) sossiled eaetia boa iewctaacmis ie sae acemeedaues 888 

(See also Tennessee, East. Revolt of Unionists in.) 


Revolt of Unionists in. Communications from 


USC, TT, BGS a elec nsa lg oe aere ido aoatee manna dede Mus esnds 799 
BAXCCL, SOU eae nes sh cca cane ceeaecwelcawawewoie Seeeeiteededoce 725, 799 
Brownlow, WiG cssseeee ncn cue. ce taeseeaausesty waacuewees 719, 804, 807 
Carroll, William H.............2.. 704, 712, 719, 720, 721, 738, 742, 754, 759, 764 
Crittenden George: Bioc.. consi eescbs cide sitewhtesveatecwecula2 763, 806, 807 
Leadbetter, Danville.......... beim dette iat iain ads 712, 726, 747, 791, 798, 842 
TOOMC yy Bis Piyecetisctscet ceed yoda wu warren oucie tale daoun a oed tn et 721 
Monserrat, re Hise toh Seah k ed Dat ue gue ed egos ented nce: 798, 803, 917 
Peoples; Madison DU scnes2 as easc ade seo eled Bvelcscakes debucba eee wise esas 685 
TVA AY 0 oan ae Pale al ieee ul 700, 740, 744, 771, 774 
TVAUISC V5 li Gu Bae Gach ie le Se Se oun cae a ee met al oh 721, 743 
Sian, William Gin. co vesk cased os Sins ced Ses eeccacetae detcakeduncens 742 
Tennessee, Governor of...2.. 0.20. eee eens cee eee cece cenenc veneee 811 
SUD DS, WAN air ah ccc ein in dS ie Sale ard ae aisle Gian oesne lca nisin Seca gine e 743 
TOOIG Sa CS NE hassles ssc 2 ell eae ears aa Seeds road Monsen cine Gon 772 
MY ICO Conc 2s 0 5a, ann while ceicinc dd cea weOdere mn Racecen mines ea ahdate acs 768 
WV BSCE s TCSBONT cure iene cs Gein oe a ea to eameciue ney Liwetisawin 775 
War Department, C.S................ 700, 701, 753, 754, 764, 785, 806, 819, 913 
WW O00 5 AG Mi ccc sake dices eee a ah Ree aueene eke ed Ween ae men 689 
MOUNG TC va sc Gaduaicat aye studt sac Geb s-cwta boleh iawane canis: 777 
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Terry, BF. Mentionedecs viccteesess cc cate ceeecceeesdeediesiies 15, 18, 20, 501, 802 
Terry, Charles Edwin. Mentioned ..........2. 2.2.22. 0000 eee cee eee eee 246 
Dery, Wt. MG@NUONC OC scucctsccest. doce taneeieceeswuG Weebea aioe stele ek: 66 
Texas Troops. Mentioned. : 
Cavalry—Regiments : 8th, 15, 17-20, 137, 261, 412, 413, 761, 762, 769, 781, 7933, 
809, 852, 9U5, ILL. 
Infantry—Regiments : 1st, 233, 236; 7th, 339, 359-362, 364, 371-374, 376, 377, 
379, 407-409, 853, 868. 
Thayer, John M. 
MeGntiOned 3 34c,.3362.0tiwG SoSeeeed Gee Sess e eect ees 169, 236-240, 245 
Report of siege and capture of Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 12-16, 1862. 252 
Thom, George. Mentioned ........ ee ae eee eae et 665, 666, 944 
Thomas, Captiins Mentioneds.csu.. deco. cos clot wd cide ae ee ae cceasake ee 46 
Thomas, George H. 
ASsionients 16° COMMANG icc uue cc cease ieee cence eSeed Peek Ose cau eekwies 479 
Correspondence with 
Boy lee see oS eiee cu cee 487, 489, 490, 492-494, 497, 498, 502, 504, 505, 508, 535 
Bramlette, Thomas E .........-...-.-. 441, 452, 459, 470, 513, 517, 519, 520, 530 
Ibreckenritl ee: 0 Deris) secede ceri sete we te ed abe Ge deaduded 562 
Buell, Don Carlos ..... 73, 439, 442, 445, 452, 458, 471, 477, 478, 480, 481, 483-485, 


487, 489, 491, 492, 495, 496, 498-500, 509, 510, 519, 522, 524, 549, 550, 558, 
560, 662-564, 567, 576, 580, 589, 597, 623, 640, 652, 653, 658, 659, 925, 926 


Carter, 8. P........-. 439, 440, 445, 446, 448, 454, 456, 471, 472, 478, 485, 495, 513 
CU S02: getdien whet ieee Lie Ge crm etee goed yale wma Geen, 565 
Coombs; DeSiG ox cadaas ventoa cute Btea Beebe eed boa eee tae e sees 57 1 
Tloshkiiis;. WilNam Ace ote dees Sek Orweed tect g ana hotly eed 453, 456, 459 
PODusON, WC Wis a2 2 tebe sees cilia cet bolt ea eae oe ee ee amas 502 
MeCook RovCiE ti c.25c 6 2Us eye cee te eels ola oats 554 
DAY Nar HOLdCe ogee dd 2S ete ce oy Hla Bee ee tie saison cata be Wales Sioa 484, 582 
Ohio, Governor of............-....-- seg tole germs Releiad arabs hs Wie cena eee eee pea oR] 
Schoepf, Albin ................ isda aes 449, 473, 474, 476, 481, 486, 496, 499, 504, 
506, 508-510, 514, 516, 518, 523, 525, 526, 536, 538, 539, 542, 545, 550, 555 

WY OMGHL PTW bw cee eeteledee teens G Vey haa eure a bak eemen te 457, 503 
MentiOnetics tn pe ewido as os 76-78, 87, 89, 91, 95, 98, 105, 108, 425, 426, 


439, 446, 451, 461, 467, 469, 476, 478, 479, 481, 511, 548, 556, 568, 573, 620, 
624, 642, 643, 646, 651-653, 656, 657, 671, 679, 706, 645, 882, 930, 939, 946 
Orders, congratulatory. Engagement at Logan’s Cross-Roads, on Fishing 


Creek, Wyn, aviary 19,1802 oc Se hse ote cae nT ewe tatu oes dus sewckax 83 
Reports of engagement at Logan’s Cross-Roads, on Fishing Creek, Ky., Jan- 
mary 19; 1802 2.2 nce: 226 Jee tls Sete Fis as Raat da alc se tt na ap ats oe SDs x aso aa 76, 79, 82 
Thomas, Lorenzo. Mentioned .................2-- jie tebe cee 445, 447, 482, 511, 682 
(l*or correspondence, etc., see Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A.) 
Thompson,.Bebert. Mentioned 2222022653265 sees sees Sees doe ee eas 436, 437 


Thompson, M. Jeff. Mentioned............ 2.2... 465, 523, 676, 772, 820, 821, 829, 943 
Thompson, John B. 
Correspondence with 


Marshall, ain prey <2 2022. d6eo es boon tee eRe eens Ae anueee cee: 886 

Williams, John S.......-.. es by Lovee Be ou ies in ata cen he et oa Ae Se ES 893 

PCI ONGC oie G2 co lek iets aes Haag tah Bi 54, 55, 716, 723, 730, 873, 884, 893 

Thompson, John C. Mentioned........ 20... 0.0 02 eee eee ee eee 234, 241, 242 

Thornton, Harry I. Mentioned .......... bah ei esti edad a get nee es 109, 112 
(I*or correspondence, ete., see George B. Crittenden. ) 

Whiasher. D.H.. enone ais. coe ees usetlcsdawes dheowiwaneee tesa berswes 749 


toarman, dic Meutionedcc20 335 sete eek oeetel eee Coie a rs Gee ares . 116 
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Tibbs. William H. 
Correspondence with Jefferson Davis ..-........----.----.----- Races SP Sas 743 
Mentioned! (23.255 Lejaetat oa ote a eae ta eeee aeees i egtaas ts states ohdee 742 
Tilghman, Lloyd. 
Correspondence with 
is POW ATA Ui says Ao Gat et oeid alee eee cee Bo aesess one few es 835 
each, ie WV in Dake sewed ee eoe eeetdewess Peston ceeds Moe cu cos eae ose 834 
JOUNSTOD, AaASiNey ince vind co teeta adaoteee Sao seuaateans 719, 723, 833, 858 
Polk, Leonidas.............. . 689, 731, 736, 817, 834, 835, 840, 843, 858, 859 
Utes. WV As nese tote dee dees ee eens estates eres aeai eee Geee 834 
NCNTIONCH 2e2e bots ines sae ote ss 123, 125, 130-135, 145-152, 336, 366, 388, 395, 


409, 5¢1, 618, 710, 711, 735, 739, 833, 837, 838, 843-845, 855, 861, 863, 923 
Reports of. Fort Heine Tenn. 


Caphire: of .Webruary 06,1862 2240 sos .3oen Uetoeew ees eceecieestncreds 136, 144 
Reconnaissance to, January 15-25, 1862 .... 22.2 ee eee eee ee eee 74,75 
Tiptoi Leds Mentioned! ives cea yest estar eecen pe Sere ceeeaaees 98 
T.L. McGill, Steamboat. Mentioned.............-.-...----. 222+ cee eee eee 229, 682 
Tobey, Bdear P.. Mentioned 4.4 2.sh let ose te ticews sk ase ee eece wetenete 6 
Tod. David... Mentioned 4..5< cses5 ese boo cede dee seeu th iieucnswsedeeed 986, 588, 622 
(For correspondence, etc., see Ohio, Governor of.) 
Tonneau, Mix Mentioned 32.0502 552.5 seuss s Seseeeaeoses eee ee eeds tics oe ewe 919 
Toole, James M. 
Correspondence witli. Cs Ramsay ccs te tieews coos covers Cee eae en deee 772 
NECTION: oe. ¢-35.4. dete ort ake ow aia Sa eae eas See iale Sain aed en ae eae BEE 772 
Totten, Joseph G. Mentioned ...-.. of Spialede eet teeaee aint wrest s Sect Nee 929 
Towner, dustin D.. Mentioned) :2i...4. sek) bot dee webs oan es eons eeds 4 217 
Townsend, Charles D. Mentioned.... 0... 2... 220 2-2 eee eee eee eee 197 


Townsend, J. H. Mentioned ........ 2... 1c... 2 eee ee cee ee ee eee eee cee wee 798 
Trade and Intercourse. Communications from 





SO SS lito SOAs 5 cn ah Aah ate Noa ee ees avis are a ace ates 449, 472, 510, 516 
Marshall Titi phnrey ix. 0do4 So Sea Sot Meee Les 2oas eae Buel assure ene 872 
Trans-Mississippi Department. Affairsin, generally. Communications from 

War: Departiient, Coe wee eee eg Lame SUAe cek n aie ee bs alee wiles 826, 833 
Transportation Routes. Communications from 
Army Headquarters .............-------2---- eee eee 473, 626, 628, 641, 646, 925 
Beauregard, G. T...-....-....----- vacotioie ok cuaertuet ake cates 895, 896 
Hravner, Ohne hy 205305 coe oes eee ees e ae eee ce ew ee den Pa eee ie 733 
Buell, Don Carlos.. 450, 466, 467, 607, 611, 620, 623, 630, 642, 652, 657, 931, 936, 938, 939 
Chisolin, Ac Ruu..tetcseiG resus teseee eat ee saa wise Cie Gn Shaws gues sae oe 913 
PICCCG, Gy ihe tte set daa es eee ee out ade eh ee Ree ee mee as 818 
Garneld.. James A sac Se ele a eg iho eeu bate se seem ees 32 
Good Willys. OMN AY ic jeden dette era ce ews ese ds cece een ay eeeee wes 907 
Grants: Ue 9234 608 oe o5eg er eeee sur si teat he ea enednd Oita te as 10 OAc ee Olea arene 575 
Halleck: Henny Ww. Vou. 2225 ss4ccve cheese Suede aetna 577, 627, 668 
HIGH C ESO is a ht wee bre th wees beeReeeh emg Sleeee eee eee 920 
Leadbetter, Danville ..........-...---.--.-.0-- Sie Aone itnals oe eects hl eae 712, 791 
TOO%y O00; By beet eee cwes oob4 iopine ereia ike ait Op ely ek Ae ala eeas 897 
McCook, A. McD..-... 2... ---- rigs Sys De ale anos aerate dae eRe eee ae weet ee 627 
MipCie Ge Went eae ce cen ete i ecem eee cact emcee ieee 419, 610, 615, 634 
Riesles DANI jee cok oe eseee ea geeks Aeisee aia se ne oe 890, 891, 909 
Schoen, Alb 2... .tacnkewe ee cate wooo eens eaee teed walslie ence sees 05D 
DM BO ol 25 aas'd of ath pasie a pewe sl auams da wae he tee eee ete eeeees 72 
TPhomiasAGecree 11, o22enccsaect ac eae ea eeeekGtusotan ees een eee eee 524, 563 
W alicet. Vis Ps, 2. eines Gieten Danes elbew eee ieee are dee ees 887, 889 


Wa tee) (Cee: nd aap ee eke ete ates ee Shaws po eRe ameter es 768 
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Transportation Routes—Continued. Communications from ae 
War Department: U.S stores cts Seek se Sask ow ee bed a ecwsee sieges 635, 941 
Whittlesey, -Charies:c.cci553 vine cote te ee ee ed eee eee cae 440 
Wood, (TROmae ) nos deeopieee en eeetniee sell booe eee tet eeeeei ee eee 615 
Trebra, Henry von. Mentioned......-... Seba bee eee Leeds ees aks 15-19, 501 
Trenek:.b... WentiOned:<.6 jo cue ool Gee ce ekkes ide Aes eae Sete tes Oe eee ee 1s 
Tresilian, S.R: Mentioned's2... 6255 200. -cceceeotes tl ckettee uttses pees eeeed 195 
arewhitt; Captains Mentioned .cvccccs Sich ta eeess ics Wend vi eae seas ereee ees D 
Tribble, Samuel. Mentioned.....--.....-..--...- ee ee Seas ed 
Trige, Robert C. Mentioned..............- Ske 34, 53, 703, 717, 873, 879, 8384, 885, 892 


Trist: N. Py Mentioned .22ccccs0es ¢ sec etoes pouGel ore secede ee eater ewes “320 
Trotter, William. MOH LOHGCL, cSetorscisce cu cnet iancdenaxts cecstek 4d Bue Guede Jor 
Trousdale, Leon. 


MenNTMONCd hha habia sehen we bees cede comers Bue bee eee ateecast 401 
Statement of. Evacuation of Nashville by Confederate and occupation of, 
by Union forces, February 23-25, 1662.......--. 22-2 122. eee eee eee ee eee 431 
Trowbridge, Silas T. Mentioned ........--.....-.0 122. cee eee eee vee eee 187 
Trudeau,.James.. Mentioned. 22643206 coleesod sa Sees staceset chccs See cess 741, 822 
Tupper, Ansel. Mentioned 3.5: voscnse coe eieded semceniaucentieesscass 186, 216, 219 
Turchin, John B. Mentioned.... ..........2..2..-.--------- ------ 419, 460, 491, 610 
Turman, George H. Correspondence with Humphrey Marshall ..........--. 52 
Turner, James J, Mentioned .......-..---- v222ee cone cece cece ceens cece sees 377, 378 
Turner, F’. P. 
NICTIUIONCC a2 2.2.05. bu Oa tiene Bohn Saran Dead ag ede sews Gece: thane eee se ones 414, 415 
Statement of. Surrender of Fort Donelson, Tenn ......-...---.-.--.----- 415 
fiumley,.P. 1. Mentioned. 252 50.0cuse:iwetos Jose cee ee eesncssteo seeds ees S558 613 
Tuttle, James M. Report of siege and capture of Fort Donelson, Tenn., Feb- 

PHOVY 122161502366 ascot cued tien elas ce teeters seeks ele peSeees coos 229 
Zuttieé, Joel. -Mentione@:.c<c 2.~ccedo badd doed cade eo ce co hdese ect ineewseiadee 2230 
Twombly, Voltaire P. Mentioned se lanes BO ecu eet ee as ae Sate Sci . 230 
Twyman, Captain. Mentioned..... BS aise ete oe ae eae tt eens 117 
Tyler, U.S. Gunboat. Mentioned ........ 122, 153-155, 166, 167, 421, 435, 552, 603, 619 
Umpire, Steamboat. Mentioned... .-. 2... 2.06 ccc ane cee cee eee cece ceee ce coe: 875 


Union Troops. 
Casualties. Returns of 
Donelson, Fort, Tenn. Siege and capture of, February 12-16, 1862.... 167- 
169, 182, 241, 251 
Logan’s Cross-Roads, Ky. Engagement at, January 19, 1862...-..-.-.. 82 
Location of. Cairo, District of, December 31, 1861..--. oeaiee eaemelera - 525 
Memorandum of regiments of, in Thomas’ command, November 30, 1861... 461 
Mentioned. (Regulars. ) 
Artillery—Regiments: 4th, I, 560. 
Cavalry—Regiments:: 1st, 540; 2d, 4th, 67, 167, 172, 183, 616, 649. 
Infantry—Regiments: 15th, 460, 616,810; 16th, 616,657; 18th, 79, 460, 
479, 616, 657, 810, 925; 19th, 460, 616, 8h, 845. 


(For Volunteers, see respective States. ) 
Organization of. ; 


Cairo, District of. 


Pepruary 1; 1800s ne dee Soho ceee teed i Seed oe eee ey O73 

Pebruary 10, 862s cer bas Sentra sees ein cee Wen one wee ee oeeee ede 601 

Pebruary Ils 1802.2: cin oe etacec ues ccudadedine eco cee ieee en 605 
Ohio, Department of the 

NovVein ber 00. TO bs céoccc55 tous oie co eust auleectc dee ace ken ees 460 

December? le leex on bdewintes saceois akties saeco tines eave one 467 


Wecem ler o> 166 esses sen Ghee ees scan auleereee neous Lee oeeads 476 
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Union Troops—Continued. 
Organization of. 
Ohio, Department of the 
December 6, 1861. (First Division. ) Pee errs wieecionsurea. 479, 480 
December 17, 1861. (Eastern Kentucky.)........-.--..---------- 503 
JANWATY 331802 co Soc0 5 cont naten sagem deeeehecded peesee sees ee ee 529 
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